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Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bar. 


SIR, 


\HOUGH this Work needs nothing but 

; _ its own intrinfic Worth to recommend 
it-to the Public, and make, it eagerly 

fought after by all who are fincerely Frignds to 
Truth in Hiftory, when once the World fhall come 
to be acquainted with its Value ; yet it cannot. be 

; A-2 is thought 

wir 


DEDICATION. 

thought ganfit to -ufe all proper Ways and Means 
to make it known as foon as may be. The 
Multitude of Books with which the Prefs at pre- 
fent fwarms, is an Obfervation which the Writers of 
Prefaces and Dedications frequently lay hold of, by 
Way of Introduétion to Apologetics for publith- 
ing their own Works, Now this Obfervation has 
no Place here ; becaufe a Work of Value will 
always deferve to be made public, be the Num- 
ber, of thofe already extant, never fo great 5 
and therefore fuch an one has need of no Apology 
at all, But thus far I fhall make fome Uf of 
this Remark ; that is, to obferve from the many 
thoufand Books already extant, and the great 
Numbers daily coming forth, that if we confider 
how fmall a Portion of their Time the Generality 
of Mankind (through Hindrance either from Bu- 
finefs or Diverfion) fet apart for reading, we {hall 
find that they will be at Leifure to perufe but 
few, and thofe, confequently, of a fele& Kind, ac- 
cording to the beft of each one’s Judgment. It 
is not therefore only neceflary that a Book fhould 
really be of Value, but that People fhould think - 

- : at 
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it worth their While to take ‘it up, without a 
“Dread of lofing Time in the perufal of it. 


This, Sir, is the Reafon why I determined to 
prefix the Name of fome confiderable Perfon to 
“this Work, And there foon appeared Reafons no 
lefs cogent to beg that Favour in particular of 
You; both with Regard to your Abilities and Capa- 
city to judge of Things of this Nature, and for 
the Credit and Honour that attends your Name, 
which muft give no little Weight to your Recom- 
mendation. 


And indeed there was no Room for much De- 
liberation, when I found a Perfon, fo qualified, had 
enjoyed likewife a long Acquaintance with the Ho- 
nourable Author of this Work, and thereby gained 
a perfect Knowledge of the general Worth and Va- 
lue of this great Man, his extraordinary Parts and . 
Induftry towards the due Performance of his Un- 
; dertaking, and, what is more than all, a full Affu- 
rance of his Integrity that it was unfpotted, and, con- 
fequently, his Veracity unqueftionable 


But, 
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But, Sir, the World muft think themfelves obliged 
to You, for inviting them to take up a Work (which, 
-otherwife, perhaps, they might not do) that, in read~ 
ing, will afford them fo great Satisfaction and Plea- 
fure; but that Part of the World more particularly, 
which confifts of thofe who are concerned for the Pro- 
{perity of our Conftitution both in Church and State, 
as it is eftablifhed by Law: Since they will find the 
Workings of our Diflenters, of all Denominations 
whatfoever, completely laid open in this Book, 
which will demonftrate the Wifdom of the Legifla- 
ture when they fo lately gave a Repulfe to the un- 
reafonable Attempts of that reftlefs and unquiet 
People; and thew, by undeniable Matters of F act, 
that Power and Government is the Center of their 
Aims, how artfully foever they may’ cover them 
with the fpecious Pretence of a religious Scrupu- 
lofty. I fay undeniable Matters of Fa&, as they 
will appear to be, not only from that Air’of Truth 
which runs through every Line of this incompara- 
ble Work, but as it has the Santon of ‘a Perfon 
whofe Judement will not let him countenance a 


: Nadie 
mican Performance, nor his Honour fuffer him to 
; , "+ lend 
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lend Support to any thing but what he thinks has 
‘Truth for its Foundation. 


- And as to the Obligations this Favour has laid 
me under in particular, I hope, Sir, I fhall fo be- 
“Rave myfelf as to make You think that, though 
they are fo great, yet they will not fail to meet with 
due Refentment from, 


SIR, 
Your moft obedient 


and obliged humble Servant 


Mountagu North. 


EUS) DRA 


‘ADVERTISEMENT. 


HEREAS it may perhaps be infinuated, that this 

Pook, as printed, may not be agrecable to the Au- 
thor’s MS, or that fome Paffages may be inferted here which 
are not to be found in the Original; it was thought proper to 
inform the Public, that, in order to obviate any fuch Ob- 
jetion, the Original MS, as left finifhed by the Author, will 
be fhortly depofited in the Library belonging to Jesus Co1- 
LEG x in Cambridge, where, whoever fhall entertain any Doubt 
of the Fidelity of the Publither, will be permitted to perufe 
it, that he may receive entire Satisfaction as to that Point. 
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A CONCISE 


CHRONOLOGY 


1664 
1665 
1666 


1567 


1668 


1669 


OF THE 


CHIEF PASSAGES 


September 
March 
January 
February 
April 
Noveraber 
May 
Jame 


Anguft 
March 


April 
‘May 
Fete 


4A 
Augif 


Taken Notice of in the 


EX AM EN. 


I 

2 
17 
10 
26 
27 
16 
29 
31 
30 


M R. Coventry retired from Sweden, * 
Firft Dutch War proclaimed. 
Freach declare War againft Fagland, 
Enylifo the like againtt the French. 
Trial of the Plotters for firing the City, 
Scotch Rebellion fupprefied. 
Lord Treafurer Swathampton died. 
Peace with the Dutch. 
Earl of Clarendon removed. 
Addrefs againft Recufants and Non-Con- 
formifts. 
The Apprentices concerned, in the Riot 
found guilty of Treafon. 
Vaugha:,Ch. Jultice of the Cemrnon Pleas, 
Lord Chford Treafurer. , 
The Queen-Mother died. |. 
b 2 1670 


1670 


1671 


1672 
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‘April 


May 
October 
May 


March 


May 


November 


December 
January 


June 
November 
May 
December 


October 
November 
March 
Axnguft 


7 
Septemser 
, 
ODvber 
x I 
LSovember 


December 
fantary 


March 
Agel ° 


II 
16 
30 
18 


Ty 
28 
28 
17 
28 
Ir 


23 


19 
9 
10 
Ty 
29 
9 
4 
29 
I 
14 
9 
29 
I 
17 
27 
ty 
9 
25 
26 
25 


Bill againft Conventicles. 

Duchels of Orleaus arrived, 

P of 0 arrived. 

Hales, Lord Chief Baron, made Lord 
Chief Juftice of the King s-Bench. 

Indulvence, ftyled of 1672, 

Second Dutch War declared, 

Fight at Scutheeld Bay. . 

Lord Chancellor Shafifbury advanced. 

Lord Ciffird Treafurer. 

Stop of the Excheguer. 

Riding of the Lord Chancellor the 4rf 
Day of Term. 








. Cliffird refigned. 


Sha/tfoury removed, Fixch Lord Keeper, 

Plenipo’s at Coleg: returned, 

Went to Manrgnen. 

Proclamxtion azainft Coffee-Houfes, 

Pp. of 0 arrived, 

Married. 

Soldiers recalled from foreign Parts. 

Dutch made Peace with the French, 
attle of Vows. 

Oates’s Plot contrived. 

Examined at Council. 

Coleman’s Papers taken, and Perfons feifed. 

Gedjrey found, 

Coleman convid, 

Purbeck Alarm, 

Oates, Dugdale, and Prance’s Behaviour. 

Leng Parliament difiolved, 

Fire at the Temzle. 

Sackvile {ent to the Tower. 

Tangier annexed tothe Crown of England, 


1679 








1679 


1680 
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April 21 
May 3 
6 
II 
Jane 22 
July 12 
September r0 
Ottober 15 
25 
25027 
November 17 
December 11 
January 13 
21 
31 
February 5 
11 
March — 30 
April 5 
14 
26 

2 
June It 
Augult 20 
26 
September 11 
Noveizber 17 


4 


Privy Council diffolved. 
Archbifnon of Se. Aucdrews murdered. 
Addrefs againtt the Duke of Lauder dale. 
Bill of Exclufion. 
Bo:hwell Rout. 
Parliament diflolved, and a new one to 
meet October 7. 
Licutenancy oppofe Player's Petition, 
Proregation to Jauuary 26. 
Shafifsery out of the Council. 
Sir (Pilhaim Foues rehoned. 
Daige: field examined, 
Pope Burning and fome Efgies. 
Parliament prorogued to Movember 11. 
Petitions for fitting of the Parliament. 
Sevogs cleared. 
Raffel, &e. left the Council. 
Raymond, Judge in Common Pleas, Wef- 
ton, Baron of the Excheguer. 
Sir Leche Jenkins &yvorn of the Council, 
Dave of Taunton Dean fined. 
Parliament prorogued to May 17. 
Avnold’s Plot. 
Chaidots Embafiador to Turkey. 
Tefiies, Cheer, Clarletom, Chief Juftices, 
Mrs. Celter tricd, 
Bedloz died. 
Praclamation that Cary had no Letters 
of Repri 
Bethel and Cornifh Sherri. - , 
Celer tried for her Book, and panned: 
Pope Burning. 
Impezchment voted againft, sis Lord 


Chief Juftice North, 
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1680 


1681 


1682 


A 


January 


February 


March 


April 


“June 
Tuly 


September 
October 
November 
May 
June 


July 


September 
December 
January 


Februa y 
March 


CHRONOLOGY, 


4 
18 


16 
28 
2 


17 


8 
13 
9 
12 


2 

8 
1j 
29 
19 
24 
24 
26 


Il 


18 
22 


22 


28 


13 
22 


Speech of a noble Peer burnt. : 
Parliament diffolved, and appointed 
to meet March 21. . 

Sir Robert Sawyer Attorney General, 

Fitzbarris fiefed. 

Sent to Newgate, 

Loudon Members and Company with 
Ribbons, - 

Declaration of Reafons for diffolving, 

Firft Obfervators. 

Fitzharris tried. 

Lord Howard committed on his Evidence, 

Lord Shafifbury taken, 

College ignoramus’d. in Middlefex. 

Tried at Oxford. 

Sir Fobn Moor chofe Mayor. 

Rowe ignoramus'd, 

Earl of Shafifbury likewife. 

/Vilmove convi for kidnapping. 

Riot at Guildball. 

Riot continued. 

Goodenough fined at Hicks's Hall for not 
reforming the Pannel, 

Order to proceed to Election of Sherriff, 

Duke of Lauderdale died. 

Earl of Suaderland a Privy CounfeHor, 

North and Rich {worn Sherriffs, 

Lord Nottingham died, 

Sir Francis North Lord Keepcr. 

Saunders Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench. 

Pemberton of the Common Pleas. : 

Suiderland Secretary. 

Sir D. North knighted. 

Providential Fire at Newmarkes, oe 

1683 


Nn 
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1683 March 26 The King came to London. 
April 24 Lord Mayor arrefted. 
May 22 City difown the Arreft. 


June 12 Judgment in the Quo Warranto. 
September 26 Lord Keeper North made a Baron. 
1683 29 Pemberton out, Fones Chief Juftice of 


the King’s Bench. 

January 28 Braddon and Speak convict. 

1684 April 14 Sir L. Jenkins out, and Godolphin Secre- 

tary. 

Auguft 25 Earl of Rochefler, Lord Prefident; Go- 
dolphin, firft Commiflioner of the 
Treafury. 

September 12. Jeffries gained Charters in the North. 

Oitober 29 Sit Robert Wright made a Judge in the 
Exchequer. 

November 6 Sir William Pritckara’s Trial, 

18 Rofewel tried and attaint. 
February 2 King Charles W. fick. 
6 Died, 


This is extracted from the Chronological Hijftory of England 
put out by Mr. Pomter 1714, Vol. 1. which 1 may recom- 
mend as containing diverfe fharp Notes on the Times I deal 
in, and fome very ufeful Memoirs, which will fcarce be found 
in any Hiftory more elaborate. What I have taken out here, 
are but Hints of the Times proper to be afhixed to the various 
Matters touched upon in the Examen; and the fame may be 
accordingly dane: But, in Regard that the fame Maiters, or 
fome Branchcs from them, are touched in diverfe Riaccs, I 
_ thought a Chronelogical Table, fuch as this is, might be moft 
readily repaired to, and fo fave the Pains of timing every Thing, 
and incumbering the Margin. This I thought fit to advertile 
cancerning the Ufe of this Table, 
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PREFACE 


I. 7T.is fome Eafe to a Reader to be advertifed, firft, of the Defign bis 
ve Writer purfues, and, next, of the Methods he hath chofen to obtain it. 
4s to the firft of thefe, the Writer of the following Notes propoféth to vin- 
dicate the Honour of bis late Majefty King Charles I, and his Reign, from 
the Injuftice done to both by a malevolent Faétion, that, during bis Life, 
continually plotted to deftroy him, and fince his Death, as bufily plot to de- 
fame him, And they might in that way go great Lengths, aiming to per- 
fuade Folks that bis happy Reign was no more than a Nercvian Tyranny, 
and that, Neto-like, he burnt bis own Capital City, with numerous other 
like Slanders ; if fome few were not yet living, fenfible Witnefles of the con- 
trary, and ready to fly in the Face of all thofe defamatory Pretenders, whether 
by oral Affirmations, or, more treacheroufly, in the Form of Hiftories which 
have of late come forth, as feems, more for Flattery of the prefent, than 
Fuftice to paft Times: And Slanders, under fuch formal Difguifes, have a 
great Advantage in paffing for notable Truths, if fome of thofe fenfible Mor- 
tals do not interpofe their authoritative Teftimony to give the Career of the 
others a Check, And this is the Sum of the prefent Writer's Defign, who is 
one of thofe few poke of at firft, and accounts it a moral Duty to apply bis 
rational as well as memorial Faculties in Oppofition to thofe falfe and unjuft 
Reflections upon the aforefaid Reign, too much encouraged of late. 

Il. This being the Defign; the prefent Writer hath chofen, for bis Method, 
to undrefs a filthy Libel not long fince publifbed under the Title of A Compleat 
Hiftory, Vol. IN. byan IMparrrat Hann. Becaufe that pretended Hi~ 
Story contains the Sum and Subjtance of that Party’s Project; ujfing their very 
Modes of Speech as well as of Inuention, and condefcends to chime in with 
the bafeft abufed Rabble of the Time. Some have given out that it is the 
Work of 2 , and to fhew that filthy Lucre, as well as Malice 
conduced, his Articles with the Bookfellers exprefs were rool to be given, 
and Pages to be wrote. One would not expect fuch a Work from fuch 
* a Perjon; but, whofoever it is, 1MPARTIAL ramps it in the Title Page, 











and bow truly is fab Judice. 

« IU. The Occafon of this Writer's undertaking the prefent Taf was thus: 

The Book, to be animadverted upon, fell under bis View by Chance 5 and, turn- 

tugover the Leaves, be perceived it contained the Reigns of King James I. King 

Charles I. and IL, and then of King William, and fo down to the Reign of 
: A 


ber 


Defign to op- 
pofe the Defa- 
mers of King 
Charles 11. and 
his Reign. 


By undreffing 
a compleat 
Libel. 


The Occafion 
a contingent 

Difcovery of 

the Libel. 
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her prefent Majefly Queen Anne. He run to the Place of bis chief Kuowledze, 
which was the latter Part of the Reign ef King Charles I. and, dipping’ a 
little, found diverfe Matters that gave him Diftaft enough ; but be minard 
not much the Why or the Wherefore, and fo let the Book pafi from bim till it 
was cried up, and the reverend Author named: And then (being no Buyer 
of fuch mighty Works) be borrowed of a Friend all the three Volumes. “He 
Sound the two firft to be a Collection of ail the common Englith Chreniclers 
jince the Conqueft, with Advantage pretended to be given to Jome, concluding 
with Wilfon's King James I, with Wellwood’s Notes to help out the Libel. 
Then came on the third Volume, a new Work, Pafing curforily ever the 
Reigns of James 1. and Charles I. and having got into the Depths of King 
Charles II. 2¢ appeared plainly that, inflead of correfponding to the Title — by 
an impartial Hand, and what the Preface declared, — with ftridt Regard to 
Truth and Juftice, the Book was a continual Libel, or rather Cloaca of Libels ; 
and thofe touching the chief Turns of State in his Majefly’s Reign; mifcon- 
Jruing, to an evil Senfi, even the beft Ags of his Government, full of moft 
abominable Falfities, Supprefions, Flatteries, and malicious Infinuations, in 
order to magnify the Faétion aforebinted, and to make all their wicked Ma- 
chinations appear heroic Exploits; but the King himfelf, his loyal Minifiry 
and happy Reign, bafe and odious to Pofterity; and all this put in a way 
no lefs treacherous than impudent and undutiful: In a Word, Jo grofly 
abufive of Truth and good Manners, as not to be endured in a lettered State, 
or where People have any Value or Honour for Government and Laws, 
And hereof I might produce Inflances enough, but, fince it is the Work of 
the following Examen, none fhall be anticipated now. 
Not under- IV. Our Writer flopt here, having bad enough, and, leaving the reft of 
en ne the Book to be perufed by whom it might concern, applied bimfelf to excite 
sonido Ao fome public-fpirited Pen to enter the Lifts in Defence of this good King and 
it, bis Reign, againft fuch a bold Defamer of both, and to expofe him with his 
Manuopera, although no fuficient Reprijals can be made by any Reproach to 
fall upon him; for what is be and his Book conjidered againft a King, in his 
Time, of all Europe the bef? But yet, for the Jake of Truth, it ought to be 
done; and in order thereunto, and to demonftrate a fort of Necefity jor it, 
this Writer made fome few Notes pointing at the groffer Inflances, and the 
treacherous Style of the Author, and then communicated them in Such a Way 
as be thought might have come to Effet: But, on the contrary, altum Si- 
lentium; which was underflood to be a Declaration of an obvious Senfe, that 
be, who had gone fo far, might as well go farther. Here, befides Skewing 
fairly the Occafion, this Writer infers his Apology for a mean Performance - 
of a neceffary Tafk, viz, the Want of a better Hand. He proceeded to en- 
large and to improve the Notes be had made, and te put them together a little 
more carefully, as they appear in the following Sheets; wherewith are inter- 
mixed fome other Paffages of the Times, occafionally applied, either to correét 
the Author's Accounts, or, perbaps, for pure Remembrance, And if the 
4~ many 
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many Failings of Order or Compofition (for of Truth there are, knowiagly, 
none) draw jorth fome better Performance, be is fatisfied that bis Undertak- 
Be is to good Purpofe, and bis Defign accomplijted. 
V. It is found that moft Hifloricel iV riters have fome Political Scheme at 
whith, as they write, they cannst forbear cafting an Eyes and this Writer (iS 
pretends not to be exempt from that Infirmity: But whether proceeding from Colic “ 
Education or Sfudgment, be is fure of bis own Truth and Integrity of Mind, 
and for that Reafon he is defirous to be underflood at Jirft, and is not afhamed 
toown that it was bis good Fortune to live and converfe near the Court of 
King Charles II. e/pecially towards the latter End of bis Reign, when certain 
intefine Squabbles gave him no little Diflurbance. And having a clear 
View of the Proceedings of Faction, as weil as of the Government, with their 
feveral Pretenfions, and all collated with the Like of preceding Times ac- 
cording to the Accounts we have of them, with the Obfervation of pajt, and 
Expectation of future Confequences thereof, he found Reafon enough to fatisfy 
bim that the Prefervation of the then legal Government in Church and State, 
eftablifoed in England and its Dominions, was the true National Intereft, 
and (tub Deo) the only Means to preferve the Proteftant Religion and Pro- 
perty: And that thofe, who then were fiyled the Church and loyal Party, acted 
upon boneft and wife Principles; and that the Oppofers, then termed the Fa- 
Gion, or Fanatic Party, meaning the aéfive Leaders, bore a falfe Face, 
lookive one Way and rowing another, pretending uncommon Zeal for the Pro- 
tefl... Religion and Law, but, at the Bottom, meaning only private Interefts, 
and iv profit by Ujurpation and Ruin of both, And this Writer, by any thing 
be hath fecn cr heard fince, finding no Reafon to alter, but much to confirin 
his Opinion, may be allowed to inveigh againft Faétion, as it appeared in 
thofe Times, no lefi than againft Thieves, Robbers, or rather Burners of 
Loufes, or, in a Word, Enemies to Chriftianity, Peace, and the Law. 
VI. And, to limit the Refentment which may be had at this fo general Of Parties, 
Declaration, and that no well-meaning Perfon may be offended, this Writer ae oe By 
defires it may be obferved, that, in the Public, Parties ever were and will 
be the fame, whatever Titles or Appellatives are made ufe of to diflinguifh cr 
feb them off. *It is certain that when Numbers enter upon the public Stage 
ts oppofe ér refift each other, both Sides cannot be in the right, but the late 
Earl of Middleton’s Character may ft them, which is boneft Men and Knaves; 
but the Difficulty is to difcover which is which, And as to that, it may be 
chferved that joie People are not forward to dijiurb the Public, and appear 
more to refift than to promote Alterations; fuch, being contented with their 
own, are charitable and indulgent to others, quiet under Laws and the ordi- 
nary Minijlration of them, defirous of Suflice, Peace, and good Order: And 
_againft thefe there will akways be an oppofite Party, unquiet, malecontent, 

ravenous, incroaching, queruleus, and, in Power, cruel; par from conten! 
. with their own, but, gralping ambitioully at msre, proftitute webat they have, 
aint all manner of Conicience and Honejly into the Bargain, dnd as for Re- 


veel ligion, 
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ligion, I muft needs fay that all the Scandalous Atheifts, Se€taries and He» 
retics, are generally found to herd with the latter, and are there cherifbedl, 
and, under the Veil of a few popular Words, they have a Party-Screen, axd- 

are not turned adrift to be defpifed and bated by all Men as they deferve, 
Party and Fae = - VII. The Words Party and Faétion, in common Speech, are not taken in 
abate the former, but in the latter and worfe Senfe, and commonly are referred to 
evi Senfe, — Government and Power, that is, the Regions of Wealth, Honour, Authority, 
Avarice, Pride and Opprefton, the ordinary Objetts that Faétion aims at. 
But yet this Writer does not involve all Particulars alike within the Con- 
Jines of this fately Charaéter ; fome Party-Men rifing higher towards Per- 
Section than others, and many falling fo low as in great Meafure to be ex- 
cufable, They may be abufed with the Cant, Charm, or Incantation of cer- 
tain Words, as, for Inflance, Religion, Liberty, and Property, and the Counter- 
Terms of Popery, Slavery, and Opprefion. " But if it be enquired where the 
capital Refidence, or Court of the Faétion is held, Sor the ordinary Exercife 
and Propagation of their Diftipline, the Direétion is fhort ; find the Places 
of ufual Refort, where the reputed Heads or Leaders frequently affemble, as 
at certain Coffee-Houfes, Taverns, and Clubs, and there an hopeful Beginner 

may be inftruéted. 

This Author = - VII, Dhis Writer hath declared thus much of Parties or Factions, but 
a ae defires that bis taking one Side may not be underflocd as being of a Party, 
ment, not of becaufé it is the Side of the eftablifhed Religion and Government, and for the 
teny Fs Continuance of it in Peace; and, in the following Notes, makes a fierce 
See War, but only againft thofe who were the Underminers of both, and againff 
the Author afore us their notable Secretary: And be thinks it becomes him 
33 Jo to do, and that the Sincerity of bis Fudgment and Confcience of the Caufe 
requires it. But thefe Confiderations have put this Writer upon examining 
the Nature of Hiftorical Decorums, which confifts much in the Mode of Ex- 
preffion, that it fhould be, as to Parties, indifferent, and always with humble 
Submiffion to the Fudicatory of Gentle Readers, and that it is not enough 
to be impartial, but needful alfa to appear fo, It feems that ordinarily thefe 
Precautions do more Hurt than Good, for they make Authors Tongue-tied, 

and often keep back better Hiftory than they bring forward. : 
te Par. UX, But that the Matter may not pafi without a due Diftindion, take it 
ony i? between Facts and Moralities. As to Fats, it is allowed, Mode/fy and Cau- 
not Fats, £1072 of Expreffon nob to exceed or come fhort of Truth, cannot be too nuch. 
For Facts may be contradicted, miftaken, or new Difcoveries fuperinduced, 
and therefore to be brought forward with proper Evidences that belong to 
them, of which the Readers claim to judge as well as the Writer. This as 
to true or falfe ; but as to good and bad, and all Kinds of moral Characters 
and Behaviour, Pardon is begged if they are not Jo tenderly treated ; jor, 
all Juch Matters are judicially determined antecedently, and by Authority 
Superior to all Writers and Readers of Hiftory, As for Inflance, what is. 
bad in itfelf is ever deteftable, and ought not to be fet forth but in es 
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of utter Averfion and Abomination, and what is good, in Terms of Approval 
axd Recommendation. Is it fit that upon Pretence of Candor and Impar- 
ujality, Good and Evil fhould fland upon Terms of equal Refpect or Level of 

“Choice? Therefore when bad Dealings occur, whereof the Facts are appa- 
rently Evil, let them be branded with Infamy, and the contrary adorned 
swith Terms of fitting Approbation. And this feems to be fo far from a Fault, 
that it is incident to the Work of a good Writer, And whoever, on Pretence 
of Impartiality, in that Diflinétion is mealy-mouth'd, may be accounted not 
only a faeaking Neutral in the Caufe of Good and Evil, but a pofitive Traitor 
to Goodnefi itfelf. And berein let the Fruit declare the Tree, and the Works 
the Author. 

X. Upun thefe Reafons the Writer bere is fortified, and declares bimfelf no 
Trims~ between Right and Wrong, Virtue and Vice, Fidelity and Trea- 
cher in any moral Difference of Good and Evil; but will be poftively 
and 1 declared, let it concern whom it will; faving only the not fpeak~ 

sing te. 1 Dignities, that is, of Men in Regal Exaltation and Magiftracy; 
but . > sbeir A€tions fpeak for them, without the Writer's Exaggerations ; 
for fuch have often an unlucky Turn upon Government itfelf, and tends to 
diminifh the Authority of it; after which it is enough to fay that a falfe 
Author with bis Patrons and Accomplices muft not bere expect Compliments, 
as, among Authors, is but tco much the Praétice: And this Writer defies 
the Imputation as being of a Party, fi long as it is on the Side of Truth 
and Sincerity, which cannot properly be termed a Party, but a Duty, and 
jupfily ts in no Man’s Eleétion to take or leave, as Party-Dealers commonly 
Juppofe; otherwife common Honefly, as well as Fidelity to lawful Governments 
may be a Party Charaéter : And be is yet lefs concerned to be oppofed in the 
inconteflable Form of Reafoning termed calling of Names, of which many, 
for want of Arguments, ferve themfelves. He intends to write gotbing con- 
tra bonos Mores, and, under that Guard, will not be {paring of Expreffons 
apt to his Subjed?, and bids Malevolence and ill Nature do their worft. 

XI. Having thas far infifted by way of Preface, the Writer bopes be may 
add (as it were) a fecond Part, which fhall be to undrefs the Author's 
Preface, fet at the Entrance of this famous Work. And firft of the Editor 
who prefateth for bimfelf, and, Critic-lke, gives a few common Places, 
Sirf of the Excellence of Hiftory in general, and then of the Englifh in par- 
ticular, preferable to all others: And, after fome Touches upon each of bis 
Authors in the ColleGion, he tells us that the Author of the third Volume bath 
addrefjed to the Public, which he fubjoins in the very Words.of, bis learned 
and accomplifned Self. So he, if it be he, and not the learned Author bim- 
Self. Now at.:be Entrance of the third Volume we find a petit Epijile to rhe 
Reader, whici is all Marrow of Invention in order to engage us in the In- 
‘terefts of this third Volume. £1 1s a curious Piece, and may pafs for a Spe- 
cimen of. ib: Author's Perfettions, and moft fit, though final, tqbe diffeeted 5 
for a faall Reptile foews tore of natural Curiofity than an inge Ox 
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ATT. Upon a curfory View one would guefs there is fomething in ie, be 
eae ee upon a clofer Attention, it appears fare'd cut with nothing but Weeds of Ae. 
Agthoss, rogance and Vanity, and, where pretending ta Reafin, abfelutely fale. { frall 
not exhibit the whele in its proper Words, becaufe in examining it b; Parts,” 
Jo full of Marrow is it, that I fhall not drop much of it unshferved, It be- 
gis, "This third and laft Volume of our Englijh Hittory requires but a fhort 
and eafy Introduétion to it. And why any at all? but this ramps it above 
all the other Hiftories that load the other two Volumes. Thof2 needed to have 
the Editor's Preface to invite Folks to read them, by telling a little what was 
in them, but this third Volume needs little Introdudtion, and why? for here 
is no Collection of Writers that needs a Charaéter and Account of them, as 
in the two former Volumes. This is a new Work, Note but the Ina 
confiftency of all this. Doth not anew Work, never heard of before, need a 
Character and Account of it more than the old ones, which bave gone about 
Srom Shelf to Shelf for fome Ages, and are already mare or lefs known to moft 
People in England? But let that pafi for a Bravado. Thisnew Work mu/t- 
contain Rarities of the Author's own Obfervation cr Colleétian, elfe, with 
his Favour, it is no new Work, Now what will be faid if the Author bim- 
Jelf declares it to be none, for the Story is told according to the beft Writers, 
- and, often, in their own Words. Nay then we muf? infift to have a Cha- 
rather and Account of the/e beft Writers, which is more needed than of the 
Authors in the former Volumes; for who knows afore-hand of what, or who 
thefe beft Writers are 2 : 
Thofe Au- XIII, The Flemith and often Englith Writers premife a Lift of the Au- 
thors therank thors they extract from, with the Editions made ufe of, and fo whether Con- 
Vibels of the “ns : . . ’ 

“Time, troverfialift or Compiler, there is a Demonftration of the Author's Care and 
Choice, to encourage the Reading farther, But here is a Yefterday's Tale 
out of the best Writers, and who they are nonliquet. Now the Solution of 
this enigmatic Inconfiftency of a new Work out of Writers without any Acm 
count of them, 7s, that he is afeamced of bis Catalogue, which, plainly made 
out, would, if poffible, make him blufh; Sor they are no better than the falfe 
and fcandalous Libels of the Time, wrote in dark Corners and fent out among 
the common People to delude the unthinking Part of Mankind, with an evil 
Character of their legal Government, to make them bate, diftruft, and de- 

F fpie tt. Of this Sort are the Growth of Popery, firft and fecond Parts, 

the Vox Populi Vox Patrie, and the three No Proteitant Plots, cum multis 
aliis, whereof the Authors in their Time, as fometimes Thieves, by lying hid, 
efcaped due Punifbment, 

Ca XIV. Now to pai by a furisus Metapkor of drawing up the following 
ied ‘rh Reigns into a new Profpect juft and proportionable not to deceive the Eye. 
and not Truth, * “i - . J r 5 oe , 

iz.byucceiv- Which all other mifhapen Relations, it Jeems, have done: sin Hifory is ra- 
ther.a Retrofpeét, than a Profpedt which (Profpet) looks forwards; and bis 

Draught profpeilive of Things palt, muft be as of Spirits walking, when the 

Bodies are dead and buried, and fo the Profpet turas to a Speétre; this Wit 

is 
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is a great Temptation to be merry; and be zoes on in the fame pittore/que Vein. 
"Bhe Perfon that drew it is not fo delighted with it as to value himfelf upon 

_. ‘the Performance, (that will he tried by what Jollews) he did it for his own 

“Diverfion rather than for the Satisfaction of the World. Strange Decla- 

ration ! one can fearce fancy a tolerable Meaning in it ; but more Difcovery 
perbaps than the Author intended. Dealers in Mifchief, Lyars, and Back- 
Liters, commonly al for their own Diverfion, rather than any one’s Satif- 
faction. It is indeed very good Sport, when Lyes are made to pafs for Truth, 
and rife to a bantering Perfection. One that never heard of bis filthy 
Lucre- Article with the Bookfeller, might be of Opinion, that, but for a 
little airing of bis Pen, this great Work bad never'come out; but what is 
the Diverfion here? The Book will foon anfwer, All manner of falfe Calumny, 
Detraétion, and Libel againft bis Superiors, the fame Pleafure as Thieves, 
Burglars and Pickpockets have in the dexterous and undifcovered Practice 
of their Art. But fhall we afford him a fair Evafion, only a vain unthink- 
ing Gafconade ? That will not do, it will be anfwered that the Matter is 
Hiftory, or Relation of Faéts which muft of Neceffity terminate abroad, for 
awho tells a Tale to himfelf only? And then it can be done but for one of twa 
Ends, either to inform or elje to deceive; not the former, which muft be by 
Truths (and Lyes are not entertained but {ub {pecie Veritatis) which may fa- 
tisfy the World, but that be declares ts leaft in bis Thoughts, therefore it muft 
be to deceives and therein to gratify bis own particular Itch and Inclination : 
And fo Banterers are diverted when their Fooleries pafs upon the filly Puts; 
and juch be prefumes bis Readers to be, elfe he bad never faid that he wrote 
Hiflory more for bis Diverfion than (as his Words imply) for Truth. And 
this Sentence of bis might be let pafi as a Confutation ex Ore {uo of his 
whole Book. But we muft not deal Jo negatively with bim, for, among his 
Faljities, there is fo much of pofitive Malice and Venom, that one can fcarce 
let it pafs fab filentio, without being one of bis Confederates. 

XV. If be bad not been in a bantering Humour, he had not added that 
of all things Hiftory is leaft underftood by the Generality of Mankind. 
What doth be think of Algebra, Opticks, and Affronomy? Of all Kinds of 
Literature, Hiflory is moff intelligible, and by the meaneft of the People, 
There is fearce a Family, poor or rich, that hath not fomewhat Hiftortcal in 
the Houfe for the Entertainment even of Children; and for that Reafon it 1s 
a Law, that it be vulgarly intelligible, and exquifitely clear. Nothing is fo 
inexcujable as Darkne[i of Expreffion, or Confujion of Matter, Scrences 
have Terms of Art, and the Mathematics Symbols, and yet, aecording to him, 
are more generally underftcod than Hiflory, that is pure Englith. If the 
Author means that a true Account of the Times is hard to be picked out of 

bis Hiflory, it is agreed; but flay, perhaps an Explanation is coming, And, 
which is ftrange, People are, for the moft part, leaft ableeto judge of the 
» Hiftory of their own Times. Here is a flrange Confufion of Fudging, Wri- 
tite, fubjel-Matter, and Crediting. I cannot conceive that judging of 
Hiftery 
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Hiftory goes farther than the Style and Method of its for who by thofe Qua» 
lities can tell what is true and what is Salfe? Lyes are often as well, nay 
better wrote than Truth, and being calculated to deceive, too often, by Ding 
of Elegance, pafi in after Times for true Hifory, witnefs Q.Curtius. The 
Sithjett-Matter may indeed be fo monftrous, that & common Underftanding will 
reject it; that is not peculiar to the Time, but extends indifferently to all 
Times. And if the Author will be pleafed to admit of the Word Crediting, 
in the place of Judging, it will be allowed that Some Perfons have Prejudices, 
and do not readily credit fome Things related contrary to their Prepoffeffion, 
Men of the XVI. It may be reafonable to refie# how Juch Prejudices happen, and who 
a ee are moft affected with them, and the Virtue of good Hiftory in fetting all 
propr Hi. right. In the Jitft Place, a long Series of factious Libels breed Salle Opinions 
ftory. in the Minds of the common People, and that was the Cafe of the Reign of 
King Charles. The Quinteffince of all which the Author hath transferred 
into his Hiftory. This evil Effel fpread wide at Jirft, but, as Time and 
truer Information advanced, it contracted, and now remains only (through 
fattious Tradition) in a very few, unlefs this ately third Volume protraéts 
it deeper into fucceeding Times; for the original Libels (the Author's beft 
Writers) are become defpicable, and, as wafte Paper, unregarded, or loft. 
Now for the Author’s deceitful Word Judge, be fhould have faid Credit, 
or Try, for the Queftion is of Fatt, and bow can that be determined but by 
Trial, which fuppofeth a Scrutiny of Teftimony, written or oral. So how 
can thefe latter Times, being fo unfortunate (if it were fo) as to have no 
other Hiftory but this, pretend to judge at all of the Fats, whether true or 
Jalfé, or take them otherwife than as he relates them? Sor I bere quit him 
all thofe Fablings fo grofs that no Age will believe, which are not a few. 
Therefore here lies a Fallacy ; the Fudgment is not to be of his, or any Hi- 
Story, but of the Times reprefented; and of ye by means of the Charaéters 
and Circumflances of Perfons that write, an of the Aims they have in fo 
doing, Now when Accounts of any Time come abroad, which do not all 
agree, but differ in Defeription and Opinion of the the fame Time, then there 
is a State formed and ready for Sudgment ; then comes the Oracle and tells us 
we mut not expect a juft Sentence to pafs, till a Generation r two is pap, 
Jor moft People are leaft able to judge of the Hiftory of their own Times ; 
which is fo far from Truth, that moft People are moft able, &c. Sor who 
Should judge but thofe that are hing Witneffes, and can exprefly fay that an 
Author lyes or fays true, that he Judges of the Times juftly or miftakenly, that 
be was reputed 2 good or a bad Man, with many Incoherences or Inconjiftencies, 
and Conformities or Coincidences with what is known to be true? As for all 
that refutes from Collation of Authors, it is the fame in all Ages, and Surely 
the proper time hath the Advantage, unlefi Unus auritus Teftis preettat ocu-. 
latis decem, But to clofe this Remark with a prodigious Abjirdity, let one 
Jay. that the Romans ia their Time read Livy, Cefar, and Saliuft, but We, - 
after the bef Part of 2000 Years now pap, can make a better Judgment of 
thee Hiftories than the People then did. - XVI. If 
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XVM. If a good Reafon for this is expetted, we muft lien to the Au- 
thor, who fays, Imperfect Remembrances, confufed Notions, Partiality to 
_ Dne Side, and Prejudice to another ; they have their Prefumptions and Con- 
jectures. And all this is to prove that living Men neither Jee, hear, nor 
underfland. He makes no Diftinétion; but Divines, Statefmen, Scholars, 
Lawyers, Gentle, Simple, Wife, Unwife, Honeff, or Difloneft, all are in- 
volved; and, inficad of belping out Hiftory by their own perfonal Obfervation 
and Knowledge, may, if they pleafe, repair to Bedlam as the fitteft College 
for them to ftudy or recolleé? Hiftory in. There is nothing here worth Notice 
unlefs it be what was touched, a Prepoffefion upon Account of Party: And, as 
to that, I would have tt confidered that in the Lives of moft Men the Strength 
of that wears out; and, as to paft Proceedings, all Parties agree to the 
Truths of their own Time. And it is found that the moft violent Party- 
Men, being, in their Way, koneff, have wrote moft ufeful Hiftories : For, 
however they held clofe to their Dogmata with Re/peét to Church and State, yet 
chey relate the common Proceedings with Veracity, and by that Means, Truths 
come to be known, that otherwife had been buried in Oblivion for ever; 
and of this, out of many, I foal give but one fingle Inftance, and that is of 
Ludlow’s Memoirs. It is therefore a falfe Fucus to pretend all or moft 
Men are partial, as to the Truth of Faéts after their peculiar Intereft in 
them is ceafed ; much lefs thofe that have none but the common Intereft of 

their Country to fway them, but, it feems, all are alike, 
XVIN. After this the Author falls to Scolding at the Cotemporaries: 
They, /ays he, like diftempered Heads, have a Sight fo uncertain, that it 
deceives them more than Blindnefs itfelf. .4 Cotemporary may, with the 
Jfullen Lady in the Ballad, anfwer, —~ «With Such Sight as I have, I 
“ can very eafily {py out a Knave.” mm If one would play with Words, 
Blindnefi_might be vindicated, for that deceives Nobody: It expofeth Men 
to be deceived, becaufe it becomes necefary for blind Men to truft, and when, 
trufting, they meet a Poft, it is not their Blindnefi, but their Guide that 
deceived them. But not to follow the Author in his Emptineffes any longer, I 
Shall now light upon the true Secret of all this Rage againft the Cotempo- 
taries. He being confcious of bis thorough-paced falfe Dealing, and kard 
fiudied Abife of Truth in this his third Vol, is troubled in Mind, and 
dreadfully afraid left fome Cotemporary fhould take bim to Tafe and expofe 
bin. Like a gall’d Horfe, he winces at the very Thoughts of fuch a one, 
who with half an Eye can fee through him. What Havock would a living 
Witnefs, like an Hurricane, make among ft bis Trumpery, difperfing in Fu- 
mo all bis malicious Infinuaticns, Calumnies, and Abufes deteftable in 
Hiftory: And -it is for this Reafan that in his pithy Preface, by Way of 
Prevention, be bath filed up bis Exceptions againft the whole Nation of Co- 
temporaries bis utter Enemies; and for their Sakes, or as moving from them, 
all latter Memoirs, Books, Pamphlets, and even Records are c8ndemned to 
Jink on Lethe, excepting only what be bath thought fit to gather, and garnifp 
e : B ont, 
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out, for a Regale to Pofterity. And, with this (no honeft) Art, be thinks 
cunningly to way-lay thefe living Pretenders; if any come on, tt muft be 
upon the Turn-pike of this Epiftle; What? is he a Cotemporary ? Away. 
with him; an imperfett Remembrancer, confufed Notionalft, Prejudic'd, 
Partial, and who fees more uncertainly than one that is blind, So, whil 
he is Arbiter, the Caufe is clear on his Side, and hing enfconc’d bebind bis 
own Praifes, be is confident none, that can, will expofe him. This Forefight 
of more than one living Adverfary, hath been the Caufe of this Entrench- 
ment; and with Reafon good, for he bath had already no flight Lafbes in 
Print, as from the Duke of Leeds, and other blind and JSoolife Cotempo- 
raries, and he may from thence, without any of bis black Art, calculate 
what may come after, 

XIX. Now, after all, will it not be wonderful if he fhould fall to confuting 
bis own felf, and kick down all this Jine Contrivance? He fays, The Story is 
told according to the beft Writers, I have already difinift thefe beft Wri- 
ters, and fhewed he hath taken the worft; but then he goes on, and fays he 
writes of his own Time, If we may allow of this latter to be oné of bis 
Truths, be certainly condemns bimfelf. For, by declaring himf:lf a Cotem- 
porary, all the foregoing Charge of remembring imperfectly, Confufion of 
Thought, and Dim-fightedne/i, falls flat and foul upon him. I would fair- 
ly ask him from whence he derives bis Privilege of being exempt from the 
failings of the other Cotemporaries, whom he hath pronounced infufficient to 
judge of Hiftory, fince he bath declared himfelf to be one? He will alledge, 
perbaps, that be did not fay all, but moft, &c. And that be is one of the 
Exempts, and I prefume, bis beft Authors will come within the Jame Pri- 
vilege, for they were all Cotemporaries; and until a good Foundation to 
Juftain fuch a Privilege in the Author and bis Vouchers, is Joewed, they 
muft ftand condemned, as he is, by the Authority of bis own felf. 

XX. But is hein Earneft? And can he look us in the Face, when be pretends 
to perfuade us that the Cotemporaries are leaft able f judge (that is his 
Word) of their own Time? And if leaf able to judge, leaft able to compofe 
any Hiftory; for what a Hiftory muft that be, that is made without any 
Judgment ; the Senfe of which Words, as has been Shewed, muft be under~ 
food as of Truth? And then in Sadne/i, we are like to have no Hiffory at 
all; nay, if the Author had been true to himfelf, we never had been made 
happy with bis Hifory, For, as I humbly conceive, not only the bett, but 
all Hiftory juftly fpeaking, ever did, and will proceed from the Remem~ 
brances or” Memoirs of Perfons living, and adfive, or at leaft, inguifitive 
in their proper Times. If I am oppofed by fetting up Ac#s of State, Re- 
cords, Proclamations, Declarations, and the like; I anfwer, that all that 
JSormal and ftiff SupelleGile will be Sound but a dry Cortex, which bach 
no Spirit or ‘Tafte at all. Whence foould come the Subftance or Marrow,. 
that is, the interior Springs, which infpirited all fuch Phenomena of State, 
and what Matives, Oppoftions, Intrigues, Hypocrifies, and Broils of Af- 
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fairs between Governors, Minifters, Statefmen and the Community; and 
upon what Accidents have great Affairs turned, and Difappointments as 
well as furprifing Events and Succeffes arrived, but from the Notes 
and Obfervations of private Men of the Time? What is moft ufeful to be 
known is feldom or never to be found in any public Regiftrations; and ts 
not to be expetted or hoped for, but from private Memurs, 

XXI. Thefe are what the Compilers, @ moft ufeful Nation, hunt after and canes an 
frrive to obtain; by Compilers I do not mean Cotemporaries that write upon solely ia 
their own Knowledge, but Men that come many Years after the Time of their Memoirs, or 
Engagement ; and by Letters, Memorandums, loofe Papers, and other Au- pb ecko) 
thors, compofe fo much of an Hiftory as their Materials will ferve to build 
up: And, what is wanting to perfect their Undertaking is imputed to a 
Failing on the Part of the Cotemporaries, who have not left fuficient Me- 
moirs to anfwer fuch a good End. And for Want of the Afiftance of the 
Cotemporaries who could readily tell (judge if you pleafe) what Materials 

to choofe and what to rejett according to the known Truths or Charaéters, 
the Compilers are put upon the hardeft Tafk, by Torture of Thought and Cris 
ticifm, to determine what to take and what to refufe; fo unfit are they, 
compared with the Cotemporaries, to judge of the Materia Hiftorica, The 
great Strefs falls upon private Memoirs, when they are not done for the 
Sake of Truth, but, as Libels, for indireét Purpofes, And not feldom well 
penned Libels paft with wonderful Acceptance, by the Name of fecret Hi- 
ftory, of which there having been an unbappy Pattern in Procopius, others 
have affetted to follow it to a monflrous Height of Lying and Defaming of 
Kings and Potentates, So when we have loft the Benefit of Cotemporaries, 
the Refort is to Criticifm, much the loofer, and more uncertain Guide to 
Hiftory. But to fhew that Judgment will goa great Way in finding out 
the Infincerity of a Writer, I propofe only Buchanan, who writes excel 
lently well of elder Times, but when be comes to his own, be forges to make 
the Times jump with bis Dogmata in his Book De jure Regni. And fo in 
general all Timeferving Writers will meet with critical Fuftice, and, if 
in Fadt falfe, by Circumftances and Comparifons, and certain livid Spots 
inthe Text itfelf, will be difcovered to be difhonefi, and confequently, as to 
proper Crédit, be laid afide. 

XXII. Pofterity is like to want the chief Truths, of our Times, and ( fub- The Hardhhip 
dufting private Memoirs and Remembrances until the World will be pleafed a 
to accept of them) the Work of Compilers, that is Critical Hiftory, will grow how fome 
exceeding difficult; all which hath proceeded from the Rage of vag corrupt In- ee 
terefts oppojing each other, and perpetually writing with expre/s Defign to de- sy. ; 
lude the common People into their feveral Meafures; the ferving %f which, 
by fome, hath been made the Criterion of all Good and Evil, whereupon the 
late Powers have not fuffered any Thing impartial to appear in Print. 

‘What Wonder then is it that, at prefent, the Current of Hiftory is muddy, 
and inflead of clearing, the Stream grows continually more foul; for es 
Ba2 the 


xii 


Apolosy for 
the Writerand 
his Epigraphe, 


PREFACE, 
the Party Stuff is once thrown in, the Water drives all together into Chaz- 


nels, and the Refervoirs will receive and continue the Stain: Which we fee 
by fome later Writers, lefs malicious than our Author, who cite one another, 
and (for want of common Senfe) even him, as an authentic Text, and in bis 
moft perverted Paffages: Such are encouraged, and oppofites mortified. Flow 
then flould we expect better, till Time procures more Freedom, and private 
Memoirs (if any are) may be encouraged to come Sorth? I cannot but reflec 
upon the Hiftory of the Lady of Loretto, which all allow to be fabulous 
enough : But, beginning with fcattered Relations of feveral Miracles here and 
there among the Popifh Writers, it is gone fo far, that a formal Hiftory, 
titled La Cafa Abcllita, came forth, recounting the whole Series, and quoting 
thofe ling Authors as fo many Authorities by Edition, Page, and Line, And 
then (fay fome) fure this is a true Hiftory, he gives you bis Authorities jor 
every thing, Therefore as Fudges determine the Credibility of Witneffes, fo 
Eiftorical Compilers muft judge of Authorities, or elfe Pofterity will have a 
Strange Mefs of Diverfion cook’d for them, of which we have more than «* 
Tafte already. And we muft expec? to be cloy'd with more and more, fuch 
as will be continually poured out, without giving us any Refrefhment, till the 
Writings of honeft, able and aétive Men appear, of what Parties or Interefts 
Siever they are; fince it is Facts and not Opinions that Hifory chiefly wants, 
and however it may fare with the latter, the Sormer, from boneft Men, will 
always be juft according as the Authors or Relaters are fincere and honeft. 
XXIII. This Writer confiders that he is all this while creating an Ob- 
jection againft himfelf, being exprefly (fo as hath been already declared) of 
a Party, and intending to inveigh, and, perbaps, not a little farcaftically, 
againft a formal Author bere, who patronifeth a Faétion oppofite ex Diametro ; 
he ought not to fet up for Credit more than others fo engaged, He anfwers 
that he doth not fet up for Credit on bis own Authority, but quits all that s 
and if, upon Confideration of all Circumftances, what depends upon his own 
Relation, fhall not be fairly entertained, be will Join to expunge it. For, 
as to that, bis Cafe flands thus: After, for Reafons alledged, he undertook 
to canvas a Part of this Hiftory, it feemed a fair Opportunity to advance 
thofe Memorials of the fame Times which he bad received from his Betters, 
or could bimfelf obferve, and join them to the reft of bisWork, And, as to 
the Integrity of them, be doubts not but thofe Marks and Symptoms, which 
ordinarily indicate Truth, will be Sound attending upon them. But as to 
the reft of his Work, however it may Jem biftorical, yet it is, (as was faid) 
but controvexfially fuch, and may be termed an \nve&ive rather than ah Hi- 
ftory. He allows even That to require Yuftice and Proportion, but not (in 
a firitt Senfe,) Impartiality, no more than the Harangue of @ Sudge upon 
giving Sentence, may be termed a partial or impartial Speech, becaufe it is. 
all adverfe to the Cafe of the Prifoner, and feverely exaggerates his Crime, 
And this Writer, declining the “Author's Example of trumpeting his own 
Worth, hath borrowed from a great Author the Jingle Word Examen to be 
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bisEpigraphe, which implies no more than any reafonable Perfon, without 
rhe leaf Arrogance may pretend to. 

"XXIV. Now, having done with the Public, the Author in this his fbort 
but fmart Epiftle, retreats to bis own particular Concerns, and tells us be 
thinks fit to withdraw himfelf (from the Publics) but for what Reafins? No 
prudent Writer will fet a Name to the Hiftory of his own Times. This 
7s contrary to all Example : What doth be think (nct to go out of Great Bri- 
tain) of Spotf{wood, Buchanan, Heylin, Camden, Dugdale, Wilfon, Gu- 
thry, Melvile, and diverfe others of whom be may allow fome to be prudent 
Writers of their own Times, with their Names injcribed, It is rather not 
only prudent, but juft to doit, for the Charaéter of the Perfon always known, 
is a Charaéter of the Hiftory itfelf, which, for that Reafon, foould be always 
infcribed, and the Want of it is a Fault in a regular Hiftorian: It is like 
Jetting the Hand and owning what is done; elfe the Work may be jujtly called 
a falfe Libel: It obligeth an Author to write carefully, that be may not 
Hub, though the Faults may be pure Supinenefs. What if they flow from 
Malice? Then furely it 1s beft to bide as the Author doth. But the Quin- 
teffence of his Reafon is coming. 

XXV, For it is impoffible to pleafe, or to be impartial. Fir/t as to plea- 
fing, I fear our Author will be found to have bad too much Regard to that, 
and in great Meafiwre hath acquitted bimjelf as be defigned. But I have 
finall Hopes of his Hiftery, when one of his Views is pleating ; about which, 
as to Matters of Fatt, Ihave not known any good Hiftorians very folicitous. 
But is it impofible to be impartial, that 1s, honeft? Cannot a Man avoid 
telling Lyes of bis own Time? Cannot be belp commending bis Friend, who 
was a very wicked Fellow, or blaming and reviling an Adverfary, who was 
a virtuous good Man? Muft be needs, right or wrong, Jpeak Evil of Dig- 
nities? And is the Impulfe fo trong, that be cannot forbear falfifying to ferve 
Turns, and giving Judgment to fave or condemn Men and Things, for Flat- 
tery of the prefent, and Odium of paft Times; and all againft bis fudgment 
and Confeience of Truth? Thefe, I think, are Partialities, and include moft, 
if not all of them which Hiftory of any Sort admits; and fince the Author 
affirms in geneFal that a Writer of his Time cannot be impartial, fure one 
may have the Liberty to foew be is otherwife, that is partial in moft of thefe 
Items: Therefore it is cunningly done to lie concealed. If he had been fen- 
fible of common Failings only, he might have come forth; for the jufteft Man 
alive commits Miftakes, and more or lefs advances what, in Striétne/i, may 
not be true, to the Prejudice of fome and Favour of others ; but if it.ts not done 
knowingly, or with Defign to prefer or injure any Perfon; that may be Er- 
ror, but not Partiality. A ‘fudge gives bis real Sentence but contrary to 
Law, which Sentence is reverfed upon a Writ of Error ; that Yudge is im- 
partial, becaufe be ufeth the beft of bis Judgment and Knowledge, and no Man 
hath more than that to anfwer for. Therefore the Words Partial and Im- 
partial, applied to a Writer, refer to the Will, and not to the Matter, and 
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the Author, who plainly means the fame, is of Opinion, that a Writer of 
bis own Time cannot avoid being partial, that ts, a wilful Falfary, and 
therefore be wifely keeps out of the Way. 

“hisWriter of = XXXVI. One may bere drop the Author and his Epiftle; for the prefent 

fe 4 Writer, taking his Leave of him for a while, defires a Word or two more of 
himfelf and of bis Undertaking. And in the. firft Place to preadvertife that 
although his Work, for the moft Part, is controverfial, he fball not proceed 
in the common Method of Controver/y, that is extracting Sentences, and af- 
Jixing Anfwers and Reflettions, This Way is concife, and much Wit may be 
exercifed in it; but fuch Snapping and Qyarrelling would not clearly an- 
Swer bis Book, for there muft be oppofed to Omiffions, full Relations of Facts, 
to Mifreprefentations and Mifconftructions, a true State of the Proceedings 
and their Tendencies; and, when Charaéters and Cenfures are falfe, to shew 
bow and wherein; all which will not be done without large Excurfions; and 
there will be found Reafon, for diverfe Intents, to pafs over the Years under- 
taken, more than once, and infert occafionally fuch Memoirs as be hath rex 
ceived from Friends, one particularly *, of which he hath the Autographon 
by him, and he thinks it will be found very material and inftrudtive in the 
Hiftory of the Time. And he thinks alfo that, without a Braggadoccio, this 
may be ftyled a New Work; the rather, becaufeit deals not a little with the 
iia of the common People, which kind of Hiftory Critics fay is moft 

— wanted. 
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4 Compleat History of ENGLAND, Vol. III. 
by an Impartial Hand. 


1 Intend here an Examination of a pretended compleat Hifory, Vol. I, Entrance: ~ 

I of which fome mention is made in the Preface; but fhall confine 
myfelf only to that Part which is of the Reign of King Charles II, ~ 

and that chiefly after the Year 1672, to the deplorable Time of his Demife, 
I find in this mifnamed compleat Work, diverfe confiderable Tranfactions,. 
concerning the Public, not at all taken Notice of, and others (not to fay 
few or none otherwife) moft foully mifteprefented. Therefore conceiving it a 
Duty, as Lumen de Lumine, that every one fhould ferve his Country with all 
the ufeful Truths he hath in his Power to communicate, and to do it in the 
moft ufeful Way, which is by Writing (for that puts a Stop to Forgetful- 
nefs, and accommodates many or few, as the Fortune of Times may dif- 
penfe) I have ventured to profer this Mite to the Treafury of Times, de- 
firing it may be favourably accepted, being the Refult of an untainted good. 
Wiil. It isan Unhappinefs that we have fo many Hiftories of England wrote 
with a Bias in favour of fome Political Scheme or Difpute of Government,. 
which draws ftrong towards. Partiality ; and they are fo much more, in that. 
Way, mifchievous, as when they work under a Veil of Indifference. Who- 
ever the Authors are, for I fhall not name them, they might have found a. 
better Model than that of the Jefuits and their Collegues, among whom. 
Maimburg thines, who moft grofly corrupts the Hiftory of Europe, and there-. 
in of particular Nations, only to fubferve the Interefts of an Hierarchy ex- 
grbitantly corrupt, As for our Author here no lefs Politician, but in a con- 
trary direction, I fhall follow him not by Yars, as he move’ with an hob-. 
bling Pace, but by Sudjeé#s, which may affift Unity, and prevent the often: 
taking up and laying down, as may happen in Years. It is not Annals or. 
I , : regular 


16° 


Method, 


EXAMEN. Parr J, 


regular Hittory, but rather Polemics or Criticifm we propofe; and fuch Res 
jations of Fa¢t, as may demand to be inferted, fhall enter occafionally as the 
Subjects may require. : 
II. It will be reafonable neverthelefs to diftinguifh what Matters I hall 
undertake to obferve, by ptacing them under certain Heads or Charaé¢ters, 
And the whole in three Pa:ts may be comprifed in the ten Chapters fol- 
lowing: 
SONNE” “apne whole divided ineo thie Parts the Fil will contain, 
Chap. I. Tbe general Defign of the Author, with the Notes about ihe Earl 
of Clarendon’s Hiffory, 
Il. The Charaéter and AGions of the late Earl of Shafttbury, with 
Paffages relating thereunto. 
III. The Popifh Plot, Godfrey's Murder, and the Influences of them 
applied, 
The Second Part is to contain, 


IV. Sham Plots. 
V. The Rye Confpiracy. 
The Third Part contains, 

VI. Indulgences and the Growth of Faétion. 

VII. Seditions, Tumults, Abborrences and Accufations, 
VIL, The Times clearing up and bow. 

IX. Vindication of Proceedings Car. II. 

X. Libel fifted from the Hiftory. 


‘But I muft advertife thefe are not ftritly indicative of all the Matters 
contained, but as Ligaments to keep the Bundles together, and fo avoid ut- 
ter confufion; referving full Liberty to walk over the Years I undertake 
more than once, as I hope to do without much Diforder. 


Deh of the IV. 1. The whole Defign of the Author is to plead the Caufe of a Party, 
Author fora whereof he makes himfelf the Patrcn; and it is that which raged againft 


Faction a- 
paint Kin 
Charles U, 


the Perfon and Government of King Charles II. It was a freth Growth out 
of the Caput mortuum of that which actually deftroyed King- Charles I, -and 
through many odd Incidents of his Son’s Reign acquired a Streagth almoft 
at Par with that of the Government. But at the Height of its Exaltation, 
funk down ail at once in wonderful Surprife and Confufion, leaving King 
Charles II. an intire Security of his State and Honour, fuch as few of his 
Predeceffors ever could boaft of. Now comes our Author with a falfe Ap- 
peal to the Judicature of Pofterity, and, under the Pretence of a compleat 
Aiftory, makes it his Bufinefs not to fhew truly the State of that Reign, 
but to maké what‘he doth fhew feem fit and fufficient to maintain his Caufe ; 
that is, to redintregate the Honour and Credit of that exploded Faction, at 
the Coft of all Truth and Juftice to the Memory of his late Sovereign: And 
vecordingly enlargeth fome, contracts others, and fuppreffeth ae Pa 
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Faéts very material to the Knowledge of the Times, fo as every Item may 
fquare with his Scheme, and, taken altogether, compofe an uniform Libel 
of that whole Reign, So much for Defign, 

V. Purfuant to which, all that he delivers, is with a finifter Eye upon Vilifies bis 
the then Government, ever looking forvé that Way; and from Umbrages Majefty. 
of his own cafting, raifeth Inferences, and by Way of Infinuation, brings 
forward the Matters he would have believed: And thofe generally are, 
that the King was one of the worft of Men; a Libertine, Voluptuary, 
Atheift, and yet, in his Heart, a Papift; a profefs'd Hypocrite, of arbitrary 
Defigns, refigned to France, intending, with Aid of that Monarch, to fub- 
vert the Proteftant Religion, and all the Laws of Liberty and Property in 
his Kingdom, and introduce and fettle Popery : And that whatever he did 
of a contrary Afpect, was but a Copy of his Countenance, only to feen, as 
he terms it, or to make the beft, when he could not refift: But, at the 
Bottom, all was Popifh, and arbitrary, influenced by the Duke of York, a 

-+ -Rapift profefs’d, and (through him) by the reft of the Papifts, that had 
the Afcendant in all his Counfels. That he favoured Diffenters with 
Shew of Indulgence, only that Papifts might have the Benefit, and then, 
to pleafe them, he perfecuted Proteftants. That all his Reign was but a 
Series of Court Tricks to introduce Popery, Tyranny and arbitrary Power. 
The Minifters of his Government no better than Confederates in this good 
Work, and their regular Proceedings under the Crown, and in the Courfe 
of Juftice, all Cheats and Impofitions upon the People; and they them- 
felves all Tools and Inftruments of Oppreffion; Perfecutors, Suborners of 
Evidence againft zealous Patriots of the Proteftant Religion and Liberty : 
And the King himfelf an Impoftor, Tyrant, falfe-hearted, and a Coward ; 
with much more, and, if potfible, more virulent, as will appear, But it 
is not fit to anticipate all that might be pertinent here, becaufe I thall have 
Occafion to touch moft of thefe Elegancies over and over again. 

VI. But then, on the other Side, all thofe Perfons, who appeared active Magnifies the 
in working at the Mines, and Batteries againft the Government, are, with Faction. 
this Author, true Proteftants, Patriots, and zealous Afferters of Religion and 
Liberty : If any of them for notorious Deli&s, were profecuted in due 
Form of Law, whatever the Caufe was, the only Fault (in his Recogni- 
tion) was their public Spirit, and Proteftant Zeal; and the Crimes pte- 
tended, mere Falfities, forged or raifed even by the King himfelf (for he is 
not fpared) and his Minifters in Subornation, and made good by Perjury, 

All Judgments, Sentences and Executions of the Law, again@ the good 

, Men of this Stamp, were illegal, (excufe the Impropriety) arbitrary, and 
no better than: Perlecutions and Martyrdoms, as the Text will mfore co- 
pioufly inform. 

VU. His general Method of working up this fine Pourtraitre, is as grofs Ryidences all 
as the Defign, for he deals in the very Language, and ufeth, almeft, the very trom Libeis. 
Words which, at the ‘Time, were current at Clubs, Coffee-houfes, and 
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factious Affemblies of the Party-Men. And he culls out of Libels, and’ 
Lampoons of the Town, choice Relations, Sentences and Flowers, which, 
together with the factious Calumniations, Lyes and Raileries then in 
Vogue, he applies to the like Purpofes, for which they were at firft coined; 
that is, to render the King little, and odious to the People, and his Go- 
vernment contemptible, ‘The very Authorities he quotes occafionally, 
which, in his Infamous Epifile, he calls the * bef Writers, are the Hackney 
Libellers of the Fa@tion ; and the very rankeft of them, which, in thofe 
Days, came forth, like Noéfurnal Tenebrios, from the dark and dirty Re- 
ceffes of the Party, and flew about as Omens of Mifchief, or elfe, crept out 
in latter Times more propitious for them: Thefe he deals forth by 
Scraps and Excerpts, and as the notable Matters, margined for better No- 
tice. And to make fure of his Partiality to the Diffenters, and to prevent 
Efcapes of Truth concerning them, he moft ingenuoufly gives us their 
‘ Hiftory out of their own Account of themfelves, and Mr. Baxter’s Big- 
grapber, And if the factious Vein, as in the Speeches of fome Parliamente - 
Men, and others, runs high and ftrong, he affords them by wholefale at 
full Length; but (in that Manner at leaft) nothing e contra. The Sacred 
Rule of Law, audi alteram partem, is not in his Prafice of Piety: And 
of thefe irrefragable Authorities, fome he affords great Encomiums to, others 
pafs without Welt or Guard, and many Authors have not the Honour to 
be named, but are taken in, only as late Authors, and fometimes a Name 
in the Margin: He graces his Authorities with the CharaGer of Free Re- 
prefenters, which are a-kin to the Freethinkers, as the State is to Religion, 
And although the choiceft of his Authors have been anfwered fufficiently, 
he is not pleafed to give any Account, or Excerpts out of them, or make 
the leaft Difcovery to the contrary of the others being unanfwerable. The 
very Adts of State are obnoxious to his Favour, or Difpleafure ; as Procla- 
mations, Addreffes, Votes, &c, Some fhall be fet forth at large, others 
not taken Notice of, or cropt and fhorn, or materially wrong. And of 
Partie per pale Bufinefles, of which, fome are Pro and others Con, he cuts 
and mangles them, to get what is for his Purpofe, be it never fo little. 
And, as to what is his own, which is not much, fall of Mifconftruions, 
finiitrous Tales, Falfities, Slanders, and malicious Infinuations, whether to 
the Purpofe, and near Hand, or far fetch’d, to fill up the Chinks, or 
otherwile ; they are too numerous even to be hinted at here, but will be 
made known Step by Step, as we trace over a few Years in his compleat 
Hiftory, 6 > . 
Puitton, that VIET. His grand Thema or Hiftorical Pofition is, That King Charles IT. 
eins“ was a concealed Papift: This he lays down for a Foundation, whereon to 
Esa ie fuperftruct a wonderful Coloffus of Reproach ; and. for Abutment, fhews 
Pyrenees, when, where, and how he came to be firft reconciled to the Church of 
Rome, ot (here note one of his Ways, which is, a Disjun@ive often given 
“ See Preface, pag. 13. : 
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in as there is Occafion, to foftena Lye, which, otherwife, would be too 
gtofs) a profefled Favourer of Popery. And he ftrains very hard, to {queefe 
“this Slander out of a Paffage in the Earl of Clarendon’s Hiftory. He has 
given that Work Credit in his Epiftle, and the reft of his Book: And if 
he can prove his Point uponan Authority, fo well accepted as that is, aéfum 
ef, We muft go as far back as the Year 1659, for this momentous Paf- 
fage; and, I believe, there never was fuch an Abufe of any good Author, 
as we find, in this Inftance, put upon that approved Hiftorian. 

IX. The Author, out of him, pretends to prove, that when the King was 
in Exile beyond Sea, at the Pyrenean Treaty, (which ended a bitter War be- 
tween France and Spain) his Majefty entered into a fecret Article with 
thofe Crowns, to become a Roman Catholic, or (we muft not baulk his 
Disjunétive) a Sworn Favourer of Popery, on Condition, by the Power of 
thofe Crowns, to be reftored to his Kingdom, The King took a folemn 
Oath to be a Papift or (Disjunctive again) to favour Popery; he doth not 
know which, but one of them he is fure it was. He introduceth the Bu- 
finefs by mentioning, firft what great Endeavours were ufed abroad to per- 
vert the King, and how much it was feared that, In the great Treaty this 
Year 1659, between France and Spain, the King was drawn into fome 
Articles, or (there’s his Disjun@ive) Meafures which were happily broken. 

X. Who will fay this is a fair Way of writing, to throw out indefinite 
Words, and, with his O7’s upon Or’s, leave the Senfe to be made out at the 
Reader’s Difcretion ; but yet in fuch a Manner, as fhall give the Start to 
ill Nature? Which fhall we take, Articles or Meafures? Are they fynony- 
mous, and mean the fame Thing? What? Prejudice and ill Nature imme- 
diately anfwer fo turn Papift. But, it feems, (as he fays) the Meafures 
were broke, and happily, becaufe unhappily entered into, if it were fo; 
and then, what needed more Words about the Matter? Now if one fhould 
gratify this Libel, (is not the Style exactly fuch?) and fuppofe, that the 
King had been drawn in to promife Conformity, in Hope of Affiftance to 
regain his Right, by Help of thefe Neighbour Princes, againft the outra- 
gious Witchcraft of his own Subjects: Might not he at that Time have a 
Referve, and,* after his own Turn ferv’d, do as he thought fit? Confidering 
how much of this (not very commendable) Ragion di ftato is ufed by the 
governing Part of Mankind; I cannot fay it had been ftrange, if a Prince, 
in fuch Extremity, had ferved himfelf of it: And if he did nothing, or 
made not confiderable Steps that Way, it is really very wonderful. And 
whatever violent Prefumptions, or other Reafons, if any be,, may perfuade 
fome Folks to Credit in that Matter, the Author doth not profit at all by 
them, becaufe he takes another Way to have it believed, and fo as none 
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muft have’ Leave fo much as to doubt; and that is, by cérrupting the . 


*Senfe of a fair and candid ‘Jiftorian, to bring it about. If be had thought 
.of any Morality in his Writing, he fhould have inferted a Claufe of Ex- 
clamation, at the Danger and ill Confequence of the People’s Madnefs, in 
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forcing their Princes abroad to live, and fal] under fuch Temptations, Ana 
then not to atcribe the Fault to that Madnefs, rather than to the Frailty of 
the injured Prince, in cafe any Mifchief had happened; which done, the 
Saddle had lain upon the right Horfe’s Back; but Nothing of that, 

XI. But, it feems, thefe Meafures, as we are told, were broke, that is, 
the King did not yield under thef Temptations, as the Author himfelf has 
it, and, which is more, the Earl of Clarendon fays exprefly, «That the King’s 
« Family wavered, — but the King’s Steddinefs, of which he Save great 
“* Indications, prevented them,” Which, without more, upon the Au- 
thority of that Hiftory, clears the King: And one would have expected the 
Author thould have not only given up the Point, but {aid fomewhat for 
his Majefty’s Honour for having fo Heroically ftemmed that Trial, But 
fo far from that, as he labours, and fweats to argue his Reader into a Per. 
fuafion, that this very Author, who hath fo exprefly declared the King’s 
SteddinefS in his Religion, hath yet (but flyly) declared the clean contra- 
ty, viz, that the King folemnly articled, and {wore to be a Papift ; and 
then he concludes with a Tale, of his being feen coming from Mafs: For 
that is his Way, as I mutt often note, to fupport a general Slander with 
fome paltry Story; fo Tale and RefleGtion, or Reflection and Tale, are, 
with him, like Senfe and Rhyme, one for the Sake of the other. But with 
what wretched Shifts and Tricks he endeavours to work this ContradiGtion 
into his Frame, I am about to fhew. 

XII. I believe few will doubt, but at this reat Treaty of Peace, there were 
fecret Articles, or that they tended to advance the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion. And we may conceive, that our King, in his Converfation with the 
Agents and Minifters about that Time, did not call the Pope Antichrif, 
nor declare that the gteat Kings of France and Spain, and their Catholic 
Subjects, were all rank Idolaters; and what then? Of the Author tells 
us, The King’s Negociation in this Treaty was kept fecret, but there is 
#9 much Sufpicicn of Intrigues, Right Libel again; what is all this to 
Matter of Fac > Myfterious Expreflions ; hearkee; obferve; — jt js a 
great Secret; — Sufpicion of Intrigues; — mum, — This is the Way of 
Party Whifpering, whereby they ufed to cajole weak People-to believe an 
Thing by faying nothing ; for what is there Not conceivable in aa jl] Senfe, 
under common Words of Fear and Jealoufy? And thus to fave the Hiito- 
rian the Labour, the Reader is drawn in to make the Lye. But how- 
ever he thinks to Conjure up ill Nature, to make out his perverfe Infinua- 
tions, he will not leave the Caufe at the Hazzard of that, but oes on tel- 
ling us, My Lord Clarendon would let fall no other Intimation than what 
be gave us in the Words I am about th exbibite, He was his Lordthip’s 
Secretary or -Amanuenfis fure, that he knows his very fecret Thoughts, 
and the cunnin Contrivance of his Hiftory ; for his Lordfhip, it feems,” 
had a ftrange Betch in the following Sentence, not to write, but zo inti- 
mate Hiftor}, Hig Lordthip’s Words, the Author means, are thefe seclt 
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i} believed by wife Men, that, in that Treaty, fomewhat was agreed to the 
Prejudice of the Proteflant Interef, Then ‘comes the Author with his 
Ergo, Which could hardly be lefs than a Promije of the King to eftablifp, 
or (we never efcape his Disjunctives) at leaf? to tolerate Popery in England, 
and to fet an Example of it in bis own Perfon, upon Condition be flould 
be reftored to his Crown by the united Powers of France and Spain. I 
looked round about in the Lord Clarendon’s Hittory before and after thefe 
Words, and I could not find that this fame Agreed concerns our King at 
all, Could not France and Spaia agree without his Participation? Or 
muft the Agreement neceflarily relate to Exgland? Were there no Prote- 
flants in Europe but there? Was there not a ftrong Hugonot Party in 
France, which had been fuftained in Oppofition to the Crown? Perhaps 
by Spain itfelf? And though the Crown of France would not appear 
publicly in Articles with Szaia for their Conjunétion in crufhing that 
Party, it might very aptly come into a private Article without joining the 
King of England, or otherwife concerning him: But the Author fays, If 
could hardly be lefs, Sc. That is, his Invention, without more ado, is 
Fact, though neither Clarendon, nor any other allowable Hiftory, gives any 
Countenance that Way ; nay, though Clarendon, as I fhewed, affirms the 
Contrary in the King’s Steddinefs. 

XII. But fince the Author is fo low in his Invention, as to afford us 
this Piece of Hiftory on no better Grounds than by the Charm of his 
Word Hardly, 1 will help him out upon a little better Authority, If he 
will pleafe to confult the Memoirs of Monfieur de Sully, he will find that 
it was the Policy of Henry IV. of France (whofe Fac-totum that great 
Man was) to maintain inviolably his Alliances with the Proteftant Princes, 
and not to accept of the Alliance of Spain to their Prejudice, as the Pope, 
and all the Roman Catholic Intereft in his Kingdom, perpetually urged him 
upon; which was the Caufe of fharp Wars between France and Spain, in 
which, the French having the Afcendant, Spain was glad at length to be 
quiet: And the Proteftant Princes continued in Union with France, not 
to be feparated by any Popith Stratagem, but that of Revilliac. After 
the Death of Mlenry IV. then the Tables were turned, and ftrait the Pro- 
teftant Leagues were flighted, and Spain embraced, who fought the Al- 
liance only to difarm and weaken France, and they uled it accordingly. 
Then began the fecret articling Trade againft the Proteftant Interefts in 
Europe, and the Hiftorian had Reafon to fay, wife Men thought a Peace 
could not well be concluded between thofe Crowns, without {qmewhat pri- 
vately agreed to the Prejudice of the Proteftant Princes, or their Interetts ; 
* but not publicly, left they fhould take the Alarm, and counterleague it. 
But the Author will needs have thefe fecret Doings to be for the Sake only 
oY Kagland, and the good King at the Head of them, by hjs Reneguing, 
to become the Guarantee: But the Jeft is to come; the Author makes this 
fly Earl of Clarendon write a Secret, and then give out the Key to it, and 
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fo, after dropping only a blind Intimation, as the Author coins it, he turas 
his own Interpreter. 

XIV. For, fays the Author here, The Way of bis introducing and fup- 
porting bis aforefaid Belief of wife Men, —~ take along that we have al- 
ready fwallowed, that the wife Men believed, not as the Earl, but as he 
fays, viz. Which could hardly be lefi, @c. which we, with his good Leave, 
utterly deny; —~ is fame Key to underftand the Meaning of what he intended 
to conceal. If he intended to conceal this Belief of wife Men, what made 
him fay any Thing of it? He is the ftrangeft Hiftorian (except our Author) 
that ever was known: Intend a Secret, and then blab it; and not in ex- 
prefs Words, but, like the Author of ¥ohn Bull, by Way of Key to his own 
fecret Meaning ; which lies in the Mode of his Introducing and Supporting, 
&c. If the Earl were alive, he would fend our Author a gratulatory Epiftle 
for the Honour done him, in being made a Writer of Hiftory affectedly 
obfcure, and then, explain himfelf by more enigmatic Ambages, 

XV. It is eafy to find in moft Authors fome Sentences of an undeters 
mined Signification; and, if fuch may be applied to any Purpofe a Contro- 
verfialift, will affix them to, the verieft Nonfenfe in the World may fome- 
times be vouched. Now our Author, having got Hold of thefe Words in 
the Earl’s Hiftory, (which the Writer himfelf could not determine expli- 
citely, becaufe he was not certain of the Fact) though much more igno- 
rant, will determine for him, but after his own awkward Purpofe ; and 
then he falls to hedging them in on all Sides with certain Tales to pre- 
vent their Efcape; What then do we find? A Story that the King failed of 
his Appointment to be at the Meeting, which was very much wonder’d 
at, and what then? O, he was making fecret Articles in a Corner : Tntrigue 
enough, But thofe who knew the King’s Temper, could imagine other 
Intrigues might happen to’keep him from an Appointment of Bufinefs, as 
well as State Policy. But I will allow fomewhat of that too, which is 
that he kept away, that he might not be prefled to join in any Articles, 
&c, which perhaps, upon certain Difcoveries made, he was refolved afore» 
hand not to do. And, I think, that is a more reafonable Account of his 
keeping away, than that which the Author malicioufly fuggetts, ig 

XVI. But then the Earl fays, « That the Minifters of the fwo Crowns 
“* cautioned one another, not to affift the King unlefs he would become Ca- 
“ tholic;” ay, and very likely; which was a good Reafon for him to 
keep out of their Company: What fhould the King get by being there, 
but the Difadvantage of giving Offence, feeing he could not comply (as 
we will fuppofe the Cafe to be till the Author Proves the contrary) in , 
Articles or Promifes? Now, to obferve the Circumvallations in which the 
Author hath planted the Earl’s Words, viz, It is believed by wife Men, 
&c. 1. The King’s not meeting. 2. The Care of the Minifters not to, 
affift, bat ypon Terms of being a Catholic: And this is the Earl’s Way 
of introducing and fupporting. Can any Thing but a Monfter in comrmon 
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"Sénfe, argue from thefe related Paffages, as the Author doth, that the 
Earl intended to fecret the Senfe of his Words, and thus to develope the 
Sécret? 

XVII. But it is the Author's Way to grow plainer, beginning at Sufpi- 
‘cionss then Infinuations, after that comes hardly to be lefi, &c. till at laft 
he moft effrontuoufly affirms the Slander ia terminis terminantibus: As 
thus; From this Relation thus cautioufly given on Purpofe to cover an in- 
vidsous Truth. Did not I fay he was the Earl’s Intimado? But 
here his Lordfhip is yet lefs beholden to him, for faying he intended to 
cover a Truth becaufe it was invidious, and would offend fomebody: And 
a few Lines before he fays, that, by fome certain Modes, he had given out 
the Key. It is hard to put together more Faults, at which an Hiftorian 
would blufh, than are here drawn out againft the good Earl. But now 
the Affirmation comes, of a pofitive Truth, that which, before, only a 
few wife Men believed, or, in his own Words, what could hardly be 
Jef, Gc, The Scene will open wide enough by Degrees. Now —TI think it is 
too plain, that what was agreed to the Prejudice of the Proteftant Religion 
was for King Charles to become a Profeffor or at leaft (Disjunctive again) 
a fworn Favourer of Popery. One of the two, pleafe yourfelf, Sir. Now 
cannot J, for my Life, find out this invidious Truth one Jot plainer for all 
thefe Matters related by the Earl, The Phrafe of Sworn Favourer, is 





pleafant, and founds as if the King and the Pope, as among Croifades of 


old, were to be fworn Brethren. But without Evidence, or any Authority, 
the King muft be brought upon his Oath, left we fhould think well of 
him for continuing among us Proteftants, for fo he perjured his Oath taken 
at the Pyrences. 

XVHI. Obferve the Author’s Steps, continually rifing; we hall find him, 
on many Occafions, a great Climadterian: Firft, Drawn in. That is, to the 
fecret Article, though an imaginary one. Then, To the Prejudice of the 
Proteftant Religion, for the King failed of his Appointment: Which could 
hardly be lefs, Gc. *Then this invidious Truth is but too plain. And what 
was that? To become a Profefor or fworn Favourer of Popery, But 
though the Cafe is fo plain, it is not plain enough; for he fays of 
the Earl: he fame Author doth a little more explain bimfelf, and that 
muft be to lay a little more open this Jevidious Truth, that the King ar- 
ticled to be a Papift, although he was once in the Mind to conceal it: And 
how doth this noble Hiftorian explain himfelf? « Some about the King 
«« began to think of providing a Religion Grateful = the Pro- 

. ‘ teftant unagreeable to their Fortunes, and they exercifed their Thoughts 
« how to get handfomely from it.” So the Earl of Clarendon. Bat what 
is this to the King? Doth he fay this of him? If he did, it amounts to no 
more than fome others going about, &c. which differs a little rom his own 
Sweaxjgg.- How doth this explain what the wife Men believed?, But what 
faysane noble Hiftorian to the King amidit all this wavering Company? 
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“If it had not been for the King’s Steddinefs, of which he gave great - 
“ Indications,” his Attendance might have flid; but his Steddineis {o 
greatly indicated, that is, to them in efpecial Manner, kept his Retinué 
upright. Is it not now diverting to read all this for a making plain, and 
an Explanation forfooth, that the King himfelf was lapfed, or worfe, fevorn 
to play the Hypocrite, viz. by favouring Popery underhand, if ever he 
fhould be reftored ? ; 
XIX. With what Front can this audacious Author thus labour to torment 


‘a Paffage in Hiftory to defame a Prince whofe Death drew Tears from all 


his Subjects? And this fo brazenly, as ftaring all the while upon an exprefs 
Confutation in the fame Author. ‘But obferve the maulkin Charaéter of this 
noble Statefman, and his Hiftory, as this never-to-be-together-named Author 
hath framed for him. He was big of a Truth, and would fain, but dare 
not, utter it becaufe it was an invidious one; but yet, with help of fome 
enigmatic Ways of introducing and fupporting the doubtful Intimations, he 
holds forth a Key that unlocks the Myftery, and fo ali is out. For, fays he, 
by Relations of other Matters cautioufly given to cover the invidious Truth, 
it becomes foo plain what it was; and yet this Excefs of Plainnefs is farther 
explained ; for the doubtful Writer hath declared the King greatly, that is, 
remarkably Steddy, which is the fame as faying all this vile Infinuation is 
falfe. So, in our Author’s Account, the Earl proves an unparallel'd Hifto- 
rian. He locks and unlocks all at once, makes Secrets and cunningly re- 
veals them; inftead of daring to write all Truth, and not to conceal any, 
which, they fay, is the Character of a good Hiftorian, he dares to conceal 
and reveal all in a Breath, which is high flying indeed. 

XX, We have now done with the Earl of Clarendon and his Hiftory, 
with which the Author hath fo imprudently tampered; imprudently | fay 
{and no worfe here) becaufe it is manifeft that, if he had related barely that 
the King agreed at the Pyrenees to become a Papift, many, upon the Pro- 
bability, had gone in with him. But as he has wrought to fcrew it out of 
this Hiftory, againft the Senfe and exprefs Declaration of it, whatever the 
Truth was (which Folks may fancy as they pleafe) he is without Doubt an 
egregious Falfary ; which Confequence, one of his Sagacity *and Invention 
ought to have forefeen, But, for the future, he will retrench hif Pains, and 
be more exprefs in his Purpofes, as if he were fenfible of his Error, and 
would retrieve it, And fowe proceed ; and, dropping Surmifes, come, as 
he fays, to Matter of Fa@, viz. Upon this Peace both Crowns did immedi- 
ately begin to encourage and aff the King with Montes and Men; and ad- 
vanced great Promifes to him, which Seems to have been done upon the Foot 
of a fecret Article. The firft Part of this fine Story is contradicted by a 
Paffage that*goes before, where the Author hinfelf fays, that, although 
Yhings feemed, to concur to his Majefty’s Reftauration, yet, the Name of the 
I-nglith Parliament abroad was fo terrible, that neither France nor. Spain: 
durft venture to give King Charles the. leaft Afifiance to regain bis Litone. 
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+S shefe Beginnings of Men, Money, and Promifes, came to, and indeed 
wete, nothing at all. For the King could not get the leaft, that is, no Be- 
ginning of Affiftance, for Fear of the Parliament. Money indeed had been 
welcome ; but I do not read, that the King, at that Time, had an Army 
on Foot, to need his Affiftance of Men, but that comes in Liupkonie Gratia, 


i 


XXI. But yet we are not at a Lofs; for this Machine is fo made, that vy-.o! 


it will turn round ina Trice, and fet all right with France and Spain again: 


Fo} after the many Inftances of ill Ufage the King had from the Minifters 5 


of both Kingdoms (great Signs of his Majefty’s Compliance with them !) the 
Author, oat of the Depth of his profound intuitive Faculty, tells us that, 
indeed it feenis probable, that ail thefe Slights, put upon King Charles, were 
a Political Feint, to hide the fecret Intrigue of their mutual Afjifiances to 
be kent to him for Recovery of bis Kingdoms, upon Conditions very prejudi- 
cial to the Reformation. This Invention is not loft, being a fair Oppertu- 
nity to bring in the Matter of the Conditions, which may be obferved to 
hang here to no Purpofe but pure Scandal. This Paflage is in Fo/. 219. 
and the Puzzle with the Earl of Clarendon’s Text, where the Matter it- 
felf is canvaffed, begins Fol, 220, So we are condemned to thefe Popifh 
Pyrenean Intrigues, before the Trial comes. Whoever reads the firft of 
thefe Columns 21g. will utterly give the King for loft; fo defperate are 
the Slights put upon him. But then we revive again, finding they were 
but a Mask, and not in ferious good Earneft. Then comes the Treaty, 
and we know not which Way to turn, till the Author fouces us down in 
Intrigue, and then the Mafk falls off, and the Terrors of the Parliament 
vanith: The two Crowns begin to advance their Quotas of Men (before 
there was Need) Money and Promifes Plenty. If ever fuch vacillatory 
Accounts of Affairs of State, Kings and Monarchies, were given in Print 
before, Lam miftaken. A juft Writer would have interpreted thefe Slights, 
as put upon the Account of the King’s Inflexibility towards Popery, as 
the Nature of the Thing fpeaks: And not fet up a ridiculous Feint, for 
which there is no Manner of Reafon, but only that, otherwife, the Account 
of thofe Slights would be a Vindication of the King. 

XXII. It is here to be obferved, that ét fees hath a great Share in thefe 
Politic Notts; and I muft often thew the Virtue of fuch Squints as they 
occur, and that will be frequently, and to more furious Purpofes than at 
prefent: Do they not conduce much to a right Underftanding of Hiftorical 
Truth? But we fhall lofe our Matter of Fa, if not clofer purfued. The 
Earl of Briftol, the King’s Companion, and Guide to the Place of Treaty, 
and Sir H, Bennet, his principal Agent, did bath of them turn Papifts about 
this Time, (now obferve another politic Phrate) as if they did it upin Com- 
pact then made, Now, to pats by this as if, which is another Figure the 
Author ufes to fcreen his Falfifications; I obferve here that a mew fecret Ar- 
tigesin the Pyrenean Treaty is {prung, viz. that Briftol, Bennet, and the 
Lot #nows how many more fhould turn, as by Compatt, Quafi per Con- 
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trattum. This we muft know is Matter of Fact to prove the King fwage. 
the Article to turn Papift: What is it elfe quoted for? But the Evifefice 

has Circumftances ; Briftol was Guide to the Road, and Bennet took Cate 

of the Provifions, which is an ufeful Agency in fuch Cafes; is any Doubt 

left? Hiftorians are not wont to argue fo weakly, not to fay foolifhly, but 

this isa Non-pareil. Firft, there is no Proof fo much as of any fecret Ar- ’ 
ticle, as to the King ; Next, two Servants turned Papift: Now by Virtue of 
the Words, I# feems and As if, the Cafe is plain, there was an Artifle, 

and the King {wore it. Who will not be proud to imitate fuch a rea- 

foning Style? 

XXI. But this is not all, we have more Matter of Fa@ yet. A Story to 
confirm all, What? The King’s {wearing to the Popith Article, which is 
not (dire€tly) athirmed, much lefs proved, nor is it true; but, having been 
wickedly infinuated, is now to be all over confirmed. So to the Story. 
The Lord Culpepper faw the King, waited upon by Bennet (afterwards 
Earl of Arlington) come out of a Mats-Chapel, and fchooled Bennet found- 
ly for it, and threatened, that if ever they came to Enzland, Bennet's 
Head or his fhould fly for it. Is this your Way, faid he, to bring home 
your Mafter? So poor Bennet was frighted, and durft not fet Foot in- 
England while the Lord Culpepper lived; but after he was dead, alias 
taken out of the Way, Bennet came over, and was preferred ; but lived a 
difguifed Papift, and died a profeffed one: And fo all is confirmed, In the 
telling of this Story, befides the Main, there are fome notable Touches 
upon the By; which I muit take Notice of, the better to enter my Friends 
in the Author’s new Method of Libelling, whereby they may readier 
apprehend the Length of his Stretches afterwards. He goes on, and, 
{peaking of the Lord Culpepper’s coming to England, he fays, Weo met 
with a very abrupt Death, within a few Months after the King’s Re- 
turn, An abrupt Death; Humh! If Death broke off in the Middle, the 
Man mutt live fure, or be but half dead: There is fome abrupt Myftery 
in this Speech, which we fhall not catch, unlefs it be this, that Cu/pep- 
per was poifoned; but by whom? It was done foon after the King returned 
into England, therefore it muft be he that did it; Bennet was a great Way 
off, and his Mafter could not be without his Service; fo whea the Work 
was done, he came over with a fafe Head. Itis certain the Peer did not 
die a natural Death, for the Author fays a little after, — When be was 
taken out of the Way, which muft mean a violent Death, by a direct Mur- 
der, or nothing. This Paffage, well confidered, will confirm All, not the 
Author’s “47, unlefs it be all the peftilent Malice, conceivable to lie in his 
Heart againft the Perfon and Memory of his Sacred Majeity, 

XXIV. ds it to be fuffered, that a Writer, without any Proof, but upon 
libellous Prefymption only, fhall thus lampoon a Murder of a noble Peer, 
even upon, a private Perfon? What is he then that accufes Majefty pe 
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» beter Grounds? And, for Fear the Infinuation fhould not take, ke adds, 
chit S/r Henry Bennet came to Court, and fien rofe into Honours and 
LPrefervicnt 





ts. “A Man may die fure withéut being murdered, or, as the 
Agthor kindly terms it, taken out of the Way, There is a notable Charm 
in the Word Soon, The King was giad he might fifely prefer his Favon- 
rite, and when the Obftacle was removed, loft no Time, but (to reap the 
Rrait of his Labour) heaped Honours and Preferments upon him. What 
hae we to fuftain this enormous Calumny, more than that Culpepper died? 
Perhaps Mr. drupe killed hig One is tempted here, though very improper, 
to write ev ridicule, for diverting a Flow of bad Words, to which the 
Provocation is great, and yet, to fay Truth, all would be in vain, for no 
Words can come up to the Occafion. 

AV. All this ts upon the By: Now we come to confirm all upon the 
Main, and confider the Story iticlf, becaufe fuch a mighty Strefs is laid 
upon it, In the firft Piece the Relation carries a clear Air of Invention, 
peculiar to Libellers: for as the ancient Philofophers ufed Fabling, to catch 
their Difciples by their grofs Senfes, who had no Capacity of abftra& or 
reflex Thinking; fo Libellers invent Stories that may engage, and be a Means 
to divert the willing Fancies of their Fools, by telling them over one to an- 
other, who would fcarce retain or digeft a Slander in abjraéto; for that 
is a little Speculative, and doth not creep infenfibly into their Belief as a 
Tale doth; and for this Reafon, our Author, as 1 hinted, deals much with 
them; For, having wire-drawn forth a fhrewd ftinging Sentence, he backs 
it with a Tale by Way of Demonttration: And by this black Art he infi- 
nuates a World of falle Matter, which Impudence itfelf would bluth di- 
rectly to affirm, and fo his Heart is light, and his Work goes {moothly on. 

XXVI. Now again to our Story; all his Voucher, even of the harmlefs 
Part, concerning the Mafs Chapel beyond Sea, is no more but that he has 
Reafon to think it true. Obferve the Shuflle. Has he Reafon to think the 
King murdered Culpepper ? There’s the Sting : And one that credits upon 
his Word, will cagry on the Reafon from the Fa, beyond Sea, to the 
Fact in England, though the latter is but infinuated, but fo grofly as one 
that runs may gead it. And, by this Means, he imprefies a Belief of a vile 
Fa&, which even he himfelf would not, upon the Queftion, have the Im- 
pudence to own any Rea/jon to think true, It had been but civil for an 
Hiftorian to have given us a little of his Reafon, that, having a Difpofi- 
tion, we might have been of his Mind. But really his keeping his Reafon 
to himielf, is a Reafon for us to fancy he has no good one, .and that’s 
Reafon enough to think his Story in every Refpeét is, at the beft, but du- 
bious. It is nota flight Matter here that is to be credited, not only di- 
rectly, but alfo asa Proof (to confirm all) of fecret Articles in State Trea- 
ties, that concern the Honour of Kings as well as Religian itfelf. We 
coujd have taken his Word as to them, if he had thought to have paffed 
i€for/EFidence fufficient; but when he drops his own Authority, and 
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brings Fact to confirm all, the vouching that Faét by his own pure Pasgft, 
isa Cheat termed Ignotum per ignotius. If fuch Evidence thall pafs cur- 
rent in Hiftory, then welcome Brute and his T; rojans, and we may fwedr 
to the Weljh Pedigree from Cadwallader to Adam. 

XXVI. But, left the Author fhould think himflf affronted, by this 
Dubitation touching his Story; let it for once (to carry on the Difcourfe 
be fuppofed truce; but heark’e me, I mean only the Chapel Work beygad 
Sea, viz. that the King and Beet came out of a Chapel, where Mafs 
was celebrated, and Culpepper reproved Beregd for it, as for a falfe Step. So 
far not amils, for Bennet ought to have diverted the King from {uch Paffes, 
however underftood. But I know the Author lays this by Way of Trap, 
for he knows better; but lets it pafs upon the Prejudices of his fuperficial 
Perufers, that underftand going to Mafs, to be no lefs than reconciled: And 
in this Senfe he throws it out to them, for he makes no Note or Diftin@ion 
at all upon it, to prevent any Miftake: Then, in a plain Reader’s Senfe, 
the going to Mafs, being Popery profeffed, there will be found few Perfons 
of Honour and Fortune in England that are not profefled: For what hath 
been more common, than for them to go in and out of Mafs Chapels, as 
well in England as beyond Sea, without being reconciled? There is Cu- 
riofity, Diverfion, fine Sights, Mufic, and (beyond Sea) notable Amours, 
that invite the gay Folks into the Churches, and none, that I know, feruple 
the ftaying there, but at the Elevation, when moft Proteftants ufed to 
croud out; but abroad, the Sparks follow their Entertainment, and do 
not mind Diftindtions; and yet are as far from being profeffed, and whom, 
in a furious Trial, I would ‘as foon truft as the Author himflf, 

XXVIII. The idle Story is made up of but this: The King living in a 
fort of Exile beyond Sea, more in a private Capacity, than otherwife, went 
with his Attendant to a Mafs Church, and was feen to come cut of it. 
If it will pleafe the Author, it fhall pafs, that Bennet had found out a 
fair Lady, and carried the King into the Church to fee her; which in Ca- 
tholic Countries, is a certain Opportunity, and they hate none elfe, which 
they fo well ferve themfelves of, as that. Now let Indifference judge, if 
this Hifforiette confirms all that the Author fhou!d perfuatie of the fecret 
Article, or in any fort argues, that the King was reconciled, “and that on 
fuch Account “he went to Ma as his proper religious Worthip. But all 
this he would moft difgraciately obtrude by his quaint Touch of confir m= 
ing all, &e, 

XXIX. J have now done with the Author’s Foundation Work, this early 
Pyrenean ttipulated Popery, which, as Poifons, hath yet fome Virtue: Fer 
it fhew8$ that the King, if at. all, was unwillingly engaged+(which, fince 
it appears he held teddy at Jaft, we have Proof enough to prefume) and 
that then he was glad to efcape into a freer Air, and ufe bis Liberty, as 
he did by living his whole Time abroad, and aftervrards, in Exgjogeimin 
the Proteftant Communion. And after the Advantage of his Returfijpae 
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“ear think him out of Danger of warping back into any Engagements to 
the contrary, if any fuch were. But, whatfoever the Truth was, which, 
ih Matters of State, is always fecret, and feldom known to any but the 
immediate Agents; I fay, whatever the Truth was, the Author has made 
a foul Piece of Work on’t. And I think thefe Foundations of his are torn 
up, and his filthy Skill thewed, by the prefent Demonttration of his ftrain- 
ig to abufe a famed Author’s Words, to fix the worft of Slanders, that is 
of & religious Renegade, to the Memory of his and our late Sovereign, 
who, malgre all his Endeavours to the contrary, is yet and will continue 
of glorious Memory. 

XXX. And no lefs for another bitter Touch of his black Art, which in 
this Place, and elfewhere in his Book (for libellous Ends) with the reft is 
filed up. He hath fqueezed it out of the Cafe of this Bennet, afterwards 
Lord Arlington, who, he fays, Lived a difguifed Papift, and had the 
dying Courage to take off the Difguife. The Reflection is, that the King 
was a difguifed Papift, as well as he, but had not the Courage, even at his 
Death, to pull off the Difguife. The Lord Arlington lived as a Proteftant, 
had Chaplains and our Service in his Family, and built a very fine Church at 
Eujfon, where the Church-Service was conftantly ufed, and he, as Cour- 
tiers commonly, might have little Regard for Religion; but, if he fhewed 
any Partiality that Way, it was towards the Fanatic and fo far, which 
was not a little, he appeared inclinable to Popery. His Courage had been 
greater to have difmafked in full Health; and, as for his declaring on his 
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Death-bed, it is not ftrange that one, who had lived as he had done, com- . 


ing to die, which is no Court Trick, fhould have Qualms come over his 
Confcience, and be defirous of fome religious Reconciliation ; and then his 
former Deliberations abroad, came into his weak Mind, and Priefts ftill ex- 
aggerated no Salvation out of (their) holy Church, as, under fuch Circum- 
ftances, their Way is, to gain the Fame of a feeble Convert; he fubmit- 
ted to the Forms, which the Author calls taking off the Difguife. But his 
Majefty Icfs honourably wore it on his very Death-bed, and, whilft he was 
fenfible, he received the Attendance and Offices of his Proteftant Clergy. 
Doth not that*argue that the King was a ferious, and not a difguifed Pro- 
teftant, rater than that, out of Cowardice, he dare not own, even on his 
Death-bed, what he was? What will not Malice invent and argue? But 
I am too early for this melancholy Place, where Iam formally to meet our 
Author again, and ftand his demer Coup of Slander on his Sacred 
Majefty. 


¢: se 
XXXL It may be thought faperfluous, to fpend fo many Words upon Re: 
our Author’s precious Obiervations out of the Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory | 
* : 4 . . « ius 
and fome Cénquentiais, as T have done: For had it not been enough to 
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Rave fhewed what the Text was, and, ina few Words, to have noted that 


Teel inno Sort bear his malicions Comment? I grant, to the Wit, a 
West is enough; but we have here a Train of his Followers, a Party y 
d : 
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raging upon the old Principics into whofe Mouths he means to infert Weg-« 
fels of Slander for them to chew, and ipit about among their Bettets; 
and, in fuch a Cafe, nothing will ferve lef$ than to obviate (if poflible) ail 
imaginable Cavil and Pretenfion of. fuch importune Pecple; which will not 
be done without taking the Subject Piece-meal, and fhewing every Corner - 
and Referve of every Part, For, as I faid at firft, this is Foundation- 
Work, or at lcaft intended to ferve as fuch, in the long Roll of Slander 
that is annexed to it. The Author thinks, if he can get it to be se 
belicved, that the King was a Papift in his Heart, and, purfuant to a fe- 
cret Article at the Pyrenees, folemnly reconciled, and went to Mals, and, 
having taken out of the Way the Lord Culpepper, enjoyed his Co-convert, 
Bennet, and fo lived in Difguife; What Ill can he fay after this, that he 
may fufpect fhould not be credited? 

XXXII. Then, according to the Principles of Popery, it muft be fup- 
poted that the King, by indireét and facinorous Means, muft feek to fup- 
prefs the reformed, and fet up his own, Religion. And that could not 
be done, but by gaining, firft, abfolute Power, and then ufing that- Power 
arbitrarily and all manner of Ways, by and large, to deftroy the moft 
zealous Proteftant Patriots ; Ergo, Ge. And fo the King with his hap- 
py Reftauration, is, in this Hiftory, introduced with a Character, di- 
ftended through all the reft of his Life, and charged with all the vil- 
lainous Defigns that ever entered into the Heart of Man to purfue; Immo- 
ralities, Injuftice, Murder, Hypocrify, Frauds, Subornations, Perjury, and 


_ what not? And all for the Sake of Popery, whereof the Scandal is contri- 


its ju- 
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s Book. 


ved to reft upon this initiatory Account of his Converfion, as on a Corner- 
Stone; which removed, down falls a Pile of fallacious Calumnies, as may 
be feen in Abundance of Notes I have, for that Purpofe, to produce. 
Therefore I have bated him nothing here, whatever I may do in other 
Places. 

XXXII. And I think it a Juftice done, not only to the Memory of 
the late King Charles II, but alfo to that of all his loyal Subjects of the then 
Miniftry, Parliament, Magiftracy, and alfo at large, who, in the worft of 
his Time, ftood firm againft all the impetuous Infults of the Author’s. fa- 
vourite Party, or of thofe whofe Favourite he is (if any fach be); and were 
therein juftified by the Event, in having (through Providence) been the 
Means of fruftrating all their wicked Defigns againft his Perfon and Govern- 
ment, and fettling an incomparable Union and Confidence, of the People in 
both; as will be largely demonftrated in the Courfe of thefe Notes, 

XXXIV. If any one guefs what is the true Reafon or Motive of this per- 
verfe and rancorous Zeal in our Author, or thofe who fet him to Work, or 
whom he ferves for the Vanity of a little Flattery, or for Reafons more 
mercenary and corrupt, which fhould engage him to this immenfe Boldneis 


of Calumny againit his Betters, and Superiors; it muft be declared 2, 
becaufe the fame Form of Englifo Government in Church and SORT 
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Sead, and yet ftands, like a Rock, againft the rude Attacks of the fame 
ty he values; and by Virtue of the fame loyal Principles, which, in that 
late happy Reign, a€tuated thofe wife, and juft Men ; and now alfo are the 
apparent Profeffion of fo large and united a Body of the Kingdom, as Fa- 
tion, fearce hopes ever to be too hard for, And if once, by fuch falfe 
Means, as are ufed in this Hiftory, it can be imprinted in the Minds of the 
les thinking Multitude, that thofe Principles are falfe, and the Profeflors 
no \pbetter than Papifts in Mafquerade, Betrayers, Abhorrers, and I know 
not what; then they may have Hopes of working them up to a fenfelefs 
Fury, as they did once before, and to engage them, like Children or Mad- 
men, to pull Anarchy, or, which is little better, the Controul of that Re- 
publican and Rebellious Party over them. Qwod Deus avertat. 





GHA P. IL. 


Of the Character and Behaviour of the late Earl of Shaftibury ; 
and diverfée Incidents relating to him, both as a Miniter of 
State, and as be was the vifible Head of an oppofite Faction. 


I. HE Charaéters of active Statefmen, as alfo the very Aéts of State, in Men’: Chara- 
which they were concerned, in all good Hiftory, are carefully and fisher? 
fincerely to be reprefented: And Reafon good, for the former often interpret. 
the latter. Many Tranfactions may feem ftrange and bizarr, till referred to 
Perfons, on whofe Defign, or Capriccio they turn; and then refolve into 
an eafy Apprehenfion. And our Curiofity leads us to obferve more atten- 
tively the Characters of Perfons, than the Nature of Things ; being defirous to 
know what they were, rather than what they did. And, for this Reafon, the 
Morality and Ufe of Hiftory depends much upon a nice Account of Characters 
of Men celebriqus in public Affairs of their Time. It is almoft impoffible 
to read of Actions, without a Prejudice from Perfons, either of Favour or 
Diflike of the Matters done, as we conceive a good or bad Opinion of thofe 
who conduct them. Therefore an Hiftorian ought to employ all his Sa- 
gacity and Induftry to find out the Juftice of the Characters of Perfons, 
and then to reprefent them with exquifite Integrity; left, miftaking Men 
we miftake Things, and, for their Sakes, take Good for Evi’ and the 
‘ contrary: How can we think any Thing, that moves by the Agency of a 
bad Man, to be good? Or that a good natured virtuous Marecan be the: 
Author cr Mover of burbarous and wicked Purpofes? In a Word; a juft 
Knowledge of Men goes a great Way in tefting the Truth of Hiftory it- 
ir; Su”important is the Juftice of the Charaéters of Perfons there. 
I. But 
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an or falfe Colour upon infamous Actions, metamorphofeth the wicked: 

rian. of them into Saints and Heroes; and, by that Means, hopes to tranfmit to 
Pofterity, a partial and falfe Image of the Time he writes of, whereby Good 
fhall feem Bad, Right Wrong, Wildom Folly, and the contrary, It ig bad. 
enough when fuch Errors efeape, as fometimes happens in Hiftory, from 
human Infirmities, as through Ignorance, Ofcitancy, or a little propenfe Ey. . 
vour, or Prejudice ; but moft abominable when done with Malice, any aa 
and Defign ; as when Writers induftrioufly mifreprefent the Chara@ers of Men 
upon whom hinged any weighty Affairs concerning the Public; and that not 
parfim, as for av efpecial Favourite, or againft a particular Enemy, nor in 
a trimming or glancing Way only ; but by whole Parties and Denomina- 
tions ; baretaced, ever commending Perfons and their Doings on the one 
Side, and bafely accufing on the other, according to a partial Scheme of their 
own Projection. And, rather.than the Romance fhould not run {mooth 
and uniform, all Matters, rugged and impliable to the Defign, muft be fup- 
prefied, or corrupted, and others mangled, or enlarged to fit the Tally; and, 
rather than fail, let Invention and meer Fancy have Place; borrow of the 
profligate Speech-makers, or Lyars of the Time in Print, and make a Sele& 
out of a Select of them to adorn a Party: I fay a Writer of this Practice, in- 
ftead of a compleat Hiftorian, is a manifeft Fourb, a Bane to Truth, Curfe 
to Pofterity, and the Shame of his own Time. 

III. Whether we have found out fuch an Operator as this, with his handy 
Work, or not, ftands referred (inter alia) to an Account of this noble Peer, 
the late Earl of Shaft/bury of notable Memory, as we meet with it in the 
Hiftory now before us. He is there imbellithed with all the Marks of 
Greatnefs and Honour that the Author’s Invention could afford, aided by 
certain peculiar Tropes and Figures, as he deals much in, when he would 
extend himfelf in extraordinary Flights, It is my Purpofe at prefent.to ex- 
amine well this Pourtraiture of his; becaufe, as that proves juft and to the 
Life, we may reafonably prefume of all the reft he is pleafed to draw ; and 
indeed of every Thing elfe which may be called his own in this Work: And 
this effectually done, I fhall have lefs Occafion to criticife much upon any 
other Charaéter he gives us. ° 
Apology to IV. I would not have it thought that I go about to caft any unjuft Refle- 
he Relations. ion on the Memory of that Noble Perfon, nor that any Defcendant or Rela- 

tion of his fhould be offended, if, by the Exceffes of this Author, I am drawn 
in to mention fome Things, that had as well for ever been forgot. For ad- 
mitting, that at firft there was no Need to meddle at all fo freely in: fome 
Affairs, that are not neceffary to form the Hiftory of the Times, yet, when ° 
an unjuft Writer fets them forth fraudulently, and makes a difingenuous Ap- 
plication, or falfe Ufe of them; he creates a Neceffity to add fo much 4s 
may fet the, Matters in a truer Light: Therefore the Damage, if any be is 
at his, and not at his Corrector’s, Door. Yet it is to be prefumed that,Per- 
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Bresof Honour are fo much Friends to Hiftory, as not to refent Truth, 
though it be not favourable to the Memory of their Anceftors; for great 
Men in all Ages have had peculiar Methods of advancing themfelves, which 
meet with Cenfure or Approbation, as the Genius of future Times happens 
to didpofe. 

V. Now to make an Entrance upon the Author’s Account relating to the 
Narl of Shaft/bury, I thall begin no higher than his Advancement * to the 
Phe of Lord High Chancellor of Exg/and, on Occafion whereof he gives 
him an Elozium out of the public Gazette, viz. 17 Nov. 1672. His Ma- 
jehy, refleding upin the Age and Indifpofition of Sir Orlando Bridgman, 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England, hath thought fit to admit of bis 
Refignaticn thereof.— And his Majefty, willing to gratify the uninterrupted 
good Services of the Earl of Shafthbury, was pleafed this Day, to give unto 
him the keeping of the Great Seal of England, with the Title of Lord Chan- 
cellor, It was hard to varnifh over the unaccountable Advancement of this 
noble Earl, to fuch high Place, without Aid of the Gazetteer, whofe Charge 
it was, to reprefent the Change to the People with all the Favour and Ad- 
vantage to him that mizht be. For the Lord Keeper Bridgman, though he 
had prodigious Failings in his old Age, was thought a Perfon not unfit for 
the Judicature, but the other, for Reafons, then, no Secrets, the moft unfit 
of any. But the Hiftorian has made fure of a lofty Character for his Lord- 
fhip by taking it from the Court. We may obferve in his Book in moft 
Years, a Catalogue of Perferments, with Dates and Remarks, which latter, 
by the Secretarian Touches, fhew out of what Shop he had them: And 
certainly the moft unfit for Hiftory of any, becaufe they are, for the moft 
Part, not intended for Truth, but Flourifh; and what has Court Compli- 
ments to do with Hiftory? But to do the Author right, he often thinks it 
better to touch up the Changes with his own Colours; as, for Inftance, 
when this noble Earl was removed, he makes himfelf no Debtor to the 
Court, for his Account of it, becanfe not fuitable to his Defign, as when 
he was promoted. ~ So now, bating a little Check about a certain Speech, 
which will not admit of a popular Varnith, the. Earl of Shaft/bury is to be 
exalted in Hon8ur, without Bounds or Meafure of Truth ; the Reafon where- 
of will appear in Courfe. 

VI. His Lordfhip, as Chancellor, made a famous Speech at the opening 
the Parliament in 1672, February 4, which was his firft Parliamentary Ex- 
ploit: And the Author here found it impoffible to avoid giving an Account 
of it, though it gives a fhrewd Shock to his ftately Character of the Earl. 
. The open Iatent of it (I fhall afterwards give the fecret) was to ftir up the 
Parliament, to efpoufe the War with the Dutch, then on Foot, and to give 
Money; for which End, his Lordthip fhewed the Dutch to have done us 
Injuries, and that, being our Rivals in Trade, Delenda eff Curthago. And 


* He was made Chancellor November 4, 1672. 
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befides his Reafons for crufhing the Dutch, he fet up high the Policy oft 
Alliance with France ; ail which Matters were as unpopular as could be con- 
trived, and could not be fo done without fome private Reach. The Author, 
condemning the Speech, but not the Speaker (hoping we will not look upon 
it as his own) confefles it was a falfe and feandalous Speech; but yet, by the 
Manner of his bringing this Sentence forth, it appears to have come againft. 
the Grain; and he would gladly have wanted the Occafion of trenching fo 
near, But leaft this Blot fhould fully the Efcutcheon of his Hero, and foil 
the Romantic Charaéter, his Lordfhip is intended to wear through the reft 
of his Hiftory, he takes Care to provide an Antidote, and, to redintegrate 
his noble Peer, in the very next Words, adds that 7¢ was /oon condemned by 
the Speaker himfelf, who prefently found the fatal Influence of joining with 
France, and the wife Necefity — Obferve the Conceit ; I thought that Ne- 
cefity, having no Law, could have no Wifdom, unlefs there be a Ditcretion 
in Hobjin’s Choice — of efpoufing the Defence of Holland, and took Refuge 
at laft'in that Country, as the fureft Place for Protection of Liberty and Life. 
Note, that this Paflage of taking Refuge, that is, running away from the 
Law in England, to lurk in Holland, is put here out of all Order, for it be- 
longs to the Time when the Sentence of Ignoramus Furies was removed, a 
little before the Difcovery of the Rye Confpiracy, (of which enough in its Place) 
and the Reafon is, that he means to drop him wholly before he comes to 
that, and fo brings in the Paffage here, by way of Flourith; the falfe Art 
of which will not commonly be obferved. 

VIL. But now the Orator is become a Convert, and the Crifis of his Turn, 
this Speech; for foon after that, his Eyes were opened ; which minds me 
of the Way of Converts under the Pre/byterian Difcipline, where the chofen 
Veffels come forth from the midft of the wicked, and, if they can fay the 
Time, and Occafion of the Spirit’s touching their Hearts, they are ftraight 
adopted Saints. And it minds me allo of a Paflage at Whitehall. King 
Charles II. afked the Earl of Digdy what made him turn Papift? Writing 
a Book, faid he, for the Reformation; pray, my Lord, faid the King, write 
a Book for Popery. So, upon pronouncing this Speech, the Earl’s Under- 
ftanding was fanétified, and he came off his French Courtierfhip, and turned 
Dutch Dragoon. And, having a Prophetic Forefight that he thould have 
Occafion for an A/ilum, where he might retire and be fecure from the Ju- 
ftice of his own Country, to become his Due by good Title of High Trea- 
fon in Cervelo; he applied himfelf to fecure a Retreat, and, for that End, 
entered into Meafures for preferving Holland, as the Author obferves, for his 
own particular Uje. 

VILL. ‘There are flrange Difingenuities in this Paffage of taking SanCtuary 
in Holland. For befides the fluffing it in here, out of all Order of Time, 
and only to a¥oid fhewing the Caufe of bis running away in its proper 
Place, the Atuthor libels the Law and Juftice of England moft fcandaloutty; 
efpecially that of the Peerage, Could not he have ftaid his Time, and they 
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Dress hat was true, that he fled for High Treafon? No, but he took San@u- 
aty for Protection of Liberty and Life: Againft what? The Tyranny of the 
"Then English Government. “That’s his Subintelligitur, Vt in Effect affirms 
that an innocent Perfon had no ProteGtion by Law in England for Life and 
Liberty ; but whoever was legally attacked mutt fly for it or fall; which is 

feandalous and fal Infinuation: For when was there a Pretence to deprive 
any Man in any Cafe, efpecially capital, of a due Trial by his Country, and 
the-~ordinary Forms of Law to come at it; before lawful Judges, due Chal- 
lenges, Witnefics Face to Face, open Examinations, not clandeftinely, or 
upon Paper Procefs? And yet Holland, where a Burgo-Mafter or two, with 
a Secretary in a Chamber, have Power of Life and Death, is the fureft 
Place for Protection of Life and Liberty, as the Author falfely, and with a 
treacherous Difrefpedt to his Country, is bold to infinuate, 

IX, But this is nothing to the Cafe of a Noble Peer, who is one of that Debits the 
Honourable Houfe, of which the Members are Triers of all capital Fadts 7°°" 
which touch any of that temporal Order. And, were the Government never 
fo fierce to take off a Peer, it could not be done, but by the Means of the 
whole Body, or a very great Number of them, who, with an high Autho- 
rity, Judges affifting, and all the Nation in a manner looking on, are the 
Triers. So this Suggeftion, that an innocent Peer was not fafe from capital 
Oppreffion, is the higheft Refleétion that can be offered to the Nobility, and 
no lefs unmannerly, than falfe. There can be no Excufe made for cafting 
fach a Scandal, and preferring the Juftice of Holland, becaufe it was need- 
lefs in the Defign; for any foreign Country in the World, is as much a 
Proteétion for Refugees as Holland. If he had faid the Earl, for fear of 
fome Charge againit him for High Treafon, went beyond Sea; That was 
true and proper in the Hiftory, without fuch an invidious and mifcreant 
Comparifon of the Juftice of England and Holland; and he, out of pure Ma- 
lice to the Government of his Country, prefers that of Holland, and, in that 
Retpedt, writes like a Renegado, as well as fuppreffeth the Truth of Hiftory 
concerning his Lordthip’s retiring, 

X. It is plaig he hath a double End in this: Firfl, to magnify his Peer, A dout 
who, not upderflanding the Subject-Matter of his Speech fo well before as 48" 
after he had pronounced it, (for then he foon faw his Error, and how much he K 
the Court was in the wrong, as to the Alliance with France, and War with 
Holland} made what Amends he could, by turning into the adverfe Party : 
What lefs could be done, after fich a miraculous Convittion >? The Court, 
thereupon, fell upon him, to perfecute him (as we fhall find)’ t8 Difgrace 

- and Ruin; which made it pradent for him to fly: And, by that, he be- 
came a Confeffor cf the Proteftant Religion, and the true Intereft of his 
Country. The other is to aggravate a grofs Scandal upon the Jing, and his 
Miniftry: For what Extremity was it, when a Peer, fo Juft and True to 
lis Country, fafe by Law, and in noble Privileges, was forced to feek an 
T¥iltia for Life and Liberty in Helland 2 Tyranny and Arbitrary Power muft 
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needs be very rampant, when it was come to that. Let but the Readers 
away with thefe Notions, and the Author hath gained his Point: For his 
End is not Truth, but Slander, for which Reafon he writes poetically ; 
in medias rapit Res, fetting the running away before the Occafion : He ufes 
other Arts, and works with Tropes and Figures to exalt his Fable and to 
give it Height in a Reader's Imagination, that he may wonder and exclaim 
O what a prodigious Perfecution was here in England! “ 
XI. But it ems the Author himfelf was in the Dark as to the Genefs 
of this Speech; for a Writer * of great Note in Holland, and for Orthodoxy 
may be the Author’s Peer, by tome written Revelation, of which he keeps 
the Secret to himfelf, hath found out that the Earl did not make, though he 
pronounced this Speech ; for it was made, fays he, in the Privy Council, 
and the Delenda put in there againft his Senfe ; but the King would have 
him fpeak it, Whereupon he confidered the Duty of his Place, and that, 
in fo doing, his Mouth was not his own Mouth, and the Words were his 
Mafter’s and not his. Therefore, as his Place required, he ftudied and got 
it by Heart, and, by the Help of Mr. Lock’s prompting behind, he {poke 
it fluently, So fays that Author, who, by this Invention, purges the Earl 
of the Reproach of that Speech ; to which Height our Author’s Wit did not 
rife; but he was fain to truckle, as in a notorious Cafe, and fay it was an 
abominable one, It had been rare if this Pamphlet had come over from 
Holland a little fooner, before this Book was publifhed ; there had been then 
a long Quotation to infert, as an Account given of a moft profound Secret 
by one of the greateft Critics and Mafters of Learning in Ewrope. And then 
his Chara¢ter of the Earl had run fmooth and even, without the leaft Rub. 
I fhould here undertake to expofe the Ignorance and Nonfenfe of this pre- 
tended new Difcovery: (The Matter of which, to one that knows the Ex- 
glife Court and Conftitution, fhews more of wilfull Falfity than Grains of 
Probability) + But it is happily done already to my Hand, in a Pamphlet 
of the fame Bulk and Volume with that of Le Clerc's, lately publifhed in 
Englifb; wherein are alfo fome Notes touching this Author and his Work, 
which have been ufeful to me; and I refer to this Anfwer in Print for what 
is contained in it. 5 
XII. Now we are coming to the great Change at Court, the Earl’s Re- 
moval from his Place of Lord Chancellor, which is extraordinary in no- 
thing more than the Suddennefs of it, He had the Seal not a full Year; 
a fhort Continuance in fo great a Place; fcarce enough to be warm in it, 
and, for a> Novitiate as he was, to acquire an ordinary Prattique of the 
curfory Part of Bulinefs. It will be readily belicved, that it was fome 
great and weighty Reafon, that difpofed the King firft to take him in, and 
* Life of Mr. Leck, by Le Clerc, in 1706, printed in Englifh by Fobn Clark. ; 
+ ‘This Pamphlet, entitled, Reflections on fame Pafages in Le Clere’s Life of Mr. Lock, was wrote by 
the Honourable Hathor of this Work, and printed in 1710. It is now reprinted, ail but the Preface, aad 


placed at the End of this Work, and, as much of that as the Author has referred to in another Place, is 
printed by way of Note at the Bottom of the Page where the Reference is, > 
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_BQpn. fo fuddenly, to put him out, Now to aid our Enquiry what thofe 
-“Réatfons were, I fhall, in a few Words, obferve the State of the Public 
™ that Time, with Refpect to diverfe Grievances complained of. 

XIU. In 1671, the King had declared a War with Holland, which was Diverfe Grie- 
called the fecond Dutch War; and, for the Sake of Advantages, to be taken aati 

-_by landing Men in Holland, if Opportunity of fuch profered, or at leaft to tow. 
~ itcure the Coaft at Home, and not be defencelefs in Cafe of ill Succefs, as 
in the former War, when the Dutch came up to Chatham, his Ma- 
jefty had raifed five or fix thoufand Men; who, in Summer 1672, 
lay incamped at Black-beath, ready to move, as Occafions of War fhould 
require, either to be put on Board, or to march. There was fome Difficul- 
ty to manage thefe Men, without the common Difcipline of War, which 
was called Martial Law. Whereupon it was fuggefted to the King, that he 
might, by his Royal Commiffion, authorife certain Perfons to execute this 
fame Martial Law, 

XIV. Then, the Charge of the War was exceffive great, and the King, 2. stop of the 
not having a timely Supply from the Parliament, could not fet out a Fleet Exchequer 
by Means of the ordinary Revenue, becaufe it had been much anticipated 
for Payment of the Bankers, who had advanced great Sums, upon Tallies 
{truck to charge the Revenue as it came in. This gave the Dutcba Con- 
fidence they fhould be entire Mafters at Sea with a fmall Fleet, whereby it 
appears they had good Intelligence in England, It was fhewed the King, 
that, if he would order all Payments to the Bankers to be ftopt, the Ex- 
chequer would fill faft enough, and a Fleet might be fet out in Time ; 
but no other Way. And it was to be hoped, the Parliament, at next 
Meeting, would confider the Neceffity, and provide a Supply for Payment 
of the Bankers, who muft be difappointed thereby. It was argued that this 
was the moft filent Way of raifing Money, becaufe it did not touch the com- 
mon People abroad, by demanding any Thing of them (which, in the Cafes of 
Ship Money and Benevolence, had proved of the worft Confequence to 
King Charles I. im like Extremity) and fo would have Effect, and anfwer 
the End, without any Imbroil or Concuffion of the Public at all. This: 
Counfel, fuppS{ed to be the Invention of the Earl of Shaft/bury, then. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was as unhappily given, as defperately taken, 
and executed by the Lord Treafurer Clifford ; though, confidering the im- 
pending Evils from the Dutch, fince 1t was War with them, it might 
as well have pleaded Neceffity, as other Steps in latter Times have done. 
It is plain enough, that, as Things ftood, it was of Evils the jefler: And: 
the Wrong done to the Bankers and their Creditors, might have been re- 
paired by the Parliament; but ill Humour fucceeded, and that could not 
he obtained. But, at length, the King himfelf, out of his great Juftice, 
made Amends by a perpetual Intereft, charged upon the hereditary Excife. 
I mention this here for his Majefty’s Honour, becaufe the Axthor (as he 
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ferves all Things that honour the King) hath totally fuppreffed it, thougbeiie 


Action, fo eminent, and, in Royal Juftice, confiderable, 7 

XV. At this Time alfo there was another extravagant Pafs, which wis . 
a general Indulgence, by a public Declaration, granted to Diffenters ; which 
Sort of People, ever craving, and ever blaming fuch Favours to themfelves, 
gave out that the Favour was granted, not for their own, but for the Sakes 
of the Papifts. I fhall have fo much to fay of this Matter on other Oé-- 
cafions more proper, that here I reft it; and go on to note what bad In- 
gredients thefe (with fome othcrs to be mentioned) were to create a tole- 
rable good Humour in the Parliament. The Earl of Shaft/bury, who had 
been Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 2 Commiffioner of the Treafury, 
was made Lord Chancellor, and C/iford, who had once a mighty Sway in 
the Houfe of Commons, was made Lord Treafurer; and was fufpected to 
be, as he afterwards appeared, a very Papift: So the State of the Mini- 
ftry was no Whit more plaufible, than the Adtions of the Court popular, 
The Defigns of the former (that is, of the Earl of Shaftfoury) were more 
ferpentine and obfcure than of the latter, for thofe, on the fingle Difco- 
very of his being a Papift, are eafily refolved, Sir William Temple gives 
Shaftfbury the Honour, of the War, and the Author gives him that of the 
Stop, and we fhall afcribe more to him in the Sequel. Thofe two, C/if- 
ford and Skaftfoury, looked like High-Sheriff and Under-Sheriff; whercof 
the former held the White Staff, and had his Name to all the Returns; but 
all Bufinefs, efpecially the knavifh Part, was done by the other, It is no 
Wonder, confidering their feveral Tendencies, one to favour the Papifts, 
and the other, the Diffenters, that they joined in obtaining the Indulgence, 
as alfo in advifing that rough Paffage of his Majefty in his Speech to his 
next Parliament, That he would flick to his Declaration. 

XVI. A common Perfon abroad, erecting a Yacob’s Staff to take the Al- 
titude of thefe wife Doings, would defcribe the Court as the obvious Ap- 
pearance was. Firft, that the fetting up the King’s Prerogative and Power, 
at this exorbitant Rate, was well fortified. For the Loyal Party, ftyled of 
the Church of England, were thought fure to be the King’s Friends, and 
far from being troublefome. The Papifts had their View of Advantages 
by it, and C/fford might well undertake for them. And, as tor the Dif. 
fenters, they were fugared with the Indulgence, and the Lord Shaftfoury 
an{wered for them: So here was a Halcyon Profpe&t of the Parliament’s 
meeting. I fay, this was the obvious and fuppofed Scheme of the Court 
under Shaft/bury and Clifford, but the Truth lay yet deeper, as I fhall thew 
in Order, 

XVII. Before that Time came, there were fome fhrewd Difficulties to 
be got over; one was the Commiffion of Martial Law, another, an In-< 


ers, upon the Equity of public Neceffity. The Lord Keeper Bridgman 
wus prefied, but proved reftif on both Points. He, for the Sake of ~his~ 
: Family, 
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PYmily, that gathered like a Snow-ball while he had the Seal, would not 
hate formalifed upon any tolerable Compliances; but thefe Impofitions 
ere too rank for, him to comport with, I remember about this Time, 
there was, at his Houfe, a Mecting of the Attorney and Solicitor General, 
and fome of the King’s Counfel, to confult upon thefe two Points; 
-and they all agreed they were Rocks upon which they muft fplit, if they 
~cduld not otherwife decline them, for they lay directly in the Way, and 
would not be furmounted. 

XVIII. All this While the Lord Shaft/bury (that is, before his Promo- Difplaced to 
tion to the Great Scal) lay behind the Curtain, and probably (for, though ce ee for 
I believe, I “annot fay 1 know it) urged thefe Points to the King, as ne- weer 
ceffary for hi Affairs, and practicable; and that it was only a morofe Scru- 
pulofity and Hamonr in his old Keeper, that made him averfe to paffing 
them; and that tis Majefty was under a Neceffity to difplace him, and 
find another more couiplaifant in his Room. And what is more eafy to 
be conceived, than that his Lordthip might add, that, rather than fail, if 
his Majefty would command his Service in that Place, he would under- 
take it, and perform all, and, upon the main, order Affairs, fo as the Par- 
liament, at their Meeting, thould give his Majefty no Difturbance? It was 
no new Device to fhove Men out of their Places, by contriving incomport- 
able Hardfhips to be put upon them, and then beipeaking the Succeffion 
for themfelves, by officious undertaking to do all that was required of and 
declined by them, And it was no lefs frequent in fuch Cafes, after the 
Point gained, to refufe doing what was the Condition of the Advancement, 
and, in the mean Time, watch for Handles for fuch Refufal, and, at laft, 
feck Shelter by turning into the adverfe Party. It was a Wbiteball Maxim, 
in thofe Days, that Places were not to be kept by the fame Means, as 
gained them, Now whether the Earl of Shaftfoury aided himfelf by this 
Art to get into the Place of Lord Chancellor or not, if we fink no deeper 
than mere Outfide, and with Sa/vo to his more obftrufe Reaches, may, 
with more than Probability, be refolved in the Affirmative. 

XIX. We might imagine he confidered all potlible Events of this Turn, Coniequences 
which fell witltin two Views only; the one was the King’s ftanding his 4s to him. 
Ground, and the other his quitting; and how his Lordthip’s Greatnefs, 

Safety and Intereft might be fecure in both. Firf, if the Parliament 
were quiet, or, being troublefome, the King perfifted, whereupon a Rup- 
ture might follow; fo far his Lordfhip was fafe in his great Poft, and 
would have the Management of Affairs upon the Scheme he had psopofed to 
himfelf, whatever ic was. And, as for carrying on the Government, and 
profecuting the-War, fo long as was neceffary or expedient, fuch like Ways 
and Means, as ftopping the Exchequer, would not be warting; they having 
Wit to find out, and Power to execute them: And they had’ Land Forces 
already raifed, and, on the Pretence of War, more might be raifed, which 
__-ould be both a Terror and Fortification, fuch as was called then govern- 
. wes 
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ing by a ftanding Atmy, And fo his Lordthip had flourithed in Powe? 
which he and his Complices might have carried higher than ever had been 
known or imagined. This is a fair Profpedt, if no Mifts or Alteration=: 
were to come ; and, as for them, I take it the Earl had his Referves to” 
himfelf both of Gain and Safety, as I thall foon difcover, 7 

XX. Here was one of the obvious Events; the other, which really fuc-, 
ceeded, was the King’s Yielding. His Majefty foon found himelf updh - 
rotten Ground, and that, without giving Satisfaction to the Parliament, 
he could not obtain, either neceffary Supplies for the War, or any Manner 
of Eafe in his Government from Troubles, which, in Cafe he perfifted, 
were ready to flow thick in upon him ; and his Genius did not affeét Diffi- 
culties; whereupon he quitted this ill advifed Proje&t, and, all at once, 
refcinded his Declaration of Indulgence, complied with all the Parliamen- 
tary Addreffes, and yielded to what Laws were then thought fit to be 
made againft Popery. 

XXI. There was a Set of Men in the Parliament at that Time, called 
the Country Party, which took in Abundance of Gentlemen, that meant 
well, but did not difcern to the Bottom, together with all the Malecon- 
tents and Defperadoes of the Republican Gang, who were troublefome 
enough ; but, in the main, the Parliament was yet loyal, and would nei- 
ther affront, nor grieve the King to no good Purpofe; but, their Points of 
the Laws and the eftablithed Religion vindicated and fecured, would cer- 
tainly, as they did, clofe with, and affift the King. How long this good 
Humour lafted, is not here to be thewed. It is certain the Proceedings of 
this Cabal were no Ingredients to prolong it. Confequences running in 
this Channel, it was the current Opinion, and his Lordship, (if he were in 
Earneft) might take it for granted, that he muft be furrendered to the 
Fury of the Commons, and be impeached for his irregular Advice and 
Actions. No Protection at Court, and then no Game Jeft but the fhort 
Turn ; for, on Pretence of that, the Defperadoes aforefaid had a Colour to 
defert the Country Gentlemen, who would not have been fo pacified; and 
then a common Obfervation of the Air at St. Stephens will fatisfy one, 
that nothing violent could be done: For the hot Party, wh the Country 
Gentlemen, could do any Thing; but the latter, without the cthers, were 
not fo apt for criminal Purfuits, So this Turn, which the Earl made, was, 
as it appeared, a fure one ; for he retired into the very Center of the Male- 
content Party, merited by making Difcoveries (if he had any left to make) 
and all at pnce, as roundly as the King had before agreed with the Com- 
mons, fell to act as violently againft the Crown; and this, as notorioufly as 
ever he had made a Shew of acting violently under the Pretogative. And 
fo the Edge of the Country Party was taken off, and no more Talk of Im- 
peachments; 4nd it is like the King might alfo influence that Way, not ca- 
ting his Counfels, though quitted, fhould be fo expofed, or any of his Mini- 
fters tormented, for what was called his Service: But if the King’s Pleas. 

1 fure 
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€%e had been otherwife, as fuch evil Adminiftrations then apparently 
. deferved, his Lordthip might not have come off fo {moothly ; which made 
_#tym fay of the King, in one of his Speeches, That under him the Unfortunate 
fell lightly. 

<RIL I have dwelt here much upon the Appearance of Things, but I 

_am fatistied his Lordthip had far greater Reaches, than were at that Time, 

_ or ever fince, by any Perfon that I have met with, fo much as dreamt of: 
And there lies the Art of a Statefman; contriving that which to reafonable 
and wife Men fhall appear one Thing, and in ‘Truth, and at the Bottom, 
be clean another, A notable Leader of the factious Party ufed to fay, He 
cared not a Straw for a Trick which any one could difcern, Therefore 
we mutt a little unriddle this politic Lord, and thew, asI verily believe the 
Trath was, that, from the very Reflauration of the Royal Family, while he 
was in Office, efpecially in Conjunétion with Clifford, he was in clofe 
League with the moft defperate of the King’s Enemics; and had projected 
2 Scheme, which he wrought fteddily upon, for deftroying the King, the 
Duke of York, Royal Family, and, probably, the Monarchic Government 
of England, or fetting up fome Ufurpation he had projected. 

XXII But, without launching fo far, it is enough if, in all his Ways 
and Workings, he held a Concert with the Antimonarchifts and Fanatics, 
among which Crew, I guefs, beyond pulling down, few were fo much as to 
one another declared (otherwife than, it may be, in general and dubious 
Specches) what to fet up, The eftablithed Church and Monarchy were the 
Town to be befieged and taken, So far, de accordo, they worked (like 
good Oxen) lovingly in Couples: And the noble Earl, like Ulyffes of old, 
kept out of Harm’s Way, but acted in perpetual Difguife : Whether for 
the Common-wealth Model, fome Ufurpation, Love of Change (as many, 
though, I think, without Reafon, accufed him) or for Experiment, by 
fhuffling the Cards, to try for a new Game to manage, and make himfelf 
{port with, may entertain the Curious with Conjecture, but without clear 
Grounds whereupon to determine any Thing. 

XXIV. But, to fupport my Sentiment of him, fo far as it goes, I ob- 
ferve, firft, ‘Phat there are manifeft Tokens of his working heartily at 
the Root of the Royal Family, even during his Greatnefs; and that he was 
then in fecret Conjunétion with the Malecontents, If this had not been fo, 
he had never durft, or at leaft was not fuch a Fool as to hettor againft the 
Parliament in his common Difcourfe, as I am about to fhew he did, when 
firft promoted to the Seal; he did that to irritate and make the Breach wide; 
then next, it is impoffible thofe fierce Mortals thould fo readily have pafled 
by his defperate high Flights at Court, as they did, and, all at onge, take 
him into theit Intimacy, nay Primacy, of all their moft retired Counfels; 
as fufficiently appears by the Words ] have taken out of thjs Author, and 
others that are to follow. It is a notable and true Obfervation of the Fa- 
hatic Party, that they will labour, by all poflible Means, to bring oe 
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their Side any Perfon that, with Reputation and Prudence, oppofes therg > 
And their chief End in it, is to loofe them from their Party and Interaft, 
and then flight, and, thereby, render them defpicable, The falling int® 
this Trap, which was frequent in thofe Days (and too often fince, as if 
Cullies of Parts, like Woodcocks, came over annually) was termed (faving 
your Reverence) befh—ng themfelves : And from thence forwards they were 
difabled from ever being confiderable again; and, after that, altthe Party 
{neeringly affront, defpife, and, fearce ever, or not without Services ex- 
tremely penitential, truft them, But, on the other Side, if they know any 
Man js cordially with them, he may take what Shape, or Difguife, he 
pleafeth, Courtier, Prerogative Man, Officer, Privy Counfellor, or any 
Thing, being affured his A@ions will tend finally to the Advancement of 

their good old Caufe. 
His Contancy XXV. Another Token is, that his Lordfhip, from the Time he was openly 
gain the “determined that Way, thewed a remarkable Conftancy and Perfeverance 
° in the fame Steps of Oppofition to the Court; not lightly, or as for Hu- 
mour, but defperately and bloodily againft the King, his Family and Go- 
vernment during all the reft of his Life. And no Means ferved, as, I be« 
lieve, many, and very confiderable, and fome notorioufly, were ufed, to quiet 
him; but all would not do. He was not, like the Patty volant, waiting 
for Profers to determine him. The whole Courfe of his Life, after this 
Turn, even while he kept the great Seal, and, afterwards, when he fat 
at the Council Board, was a Series of Stratagems, and all, Fafque Nefafque, 
Means as could be taken, by Counfel, and practifed for compafiing his 
End. In Place of out of Place, he moved not the leait frottt his Purpofe,. 
or caft an Eye towards returning into the Intereft of the Crown, upon any 
Emergence that happened either of Favour or Difpleafure. Therefore he 
Was not‘a Perfon fo given to Change as many thought when they nicknamed 
him my'Lord Shift/bury: His Changes were, as Cefar's, only mutando 
rationem Belli, Therefore we mutt look over his high Chancellorthip a 
great Way back, if we would recover a Beginning of his Lordfhip’s En- 

: gagements and Practices againft the Crown. 

‘The King not = XXVE He could not but observe, that, at the happy Reftauration, the Royal 
: ae ah but Family was eftablithed upon the Foot of a general Satisfactioif; and that, 
PERO in Parliament, the Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons did all they 
could to fupprefs all Parties that retained Principles oppofite to the then 
Settlement. Here wasa good Reafon for his Lordfhip, when the Tide was 
at high Flogd, to launch in with it, and fo get fomething, as others did, 
whilft no Good was to be got by ftemming it. It could not but said 
alfo to shim, that nothing could fhake the Crown, till by fome unlucky 
Conduct of” Affairs, this immenfe Security of Credit was broke; and the 
-Pecple become again fufceptible of Fears and Jealoufies, aid firch Fa@tionfs 
Impreffiong. And that was not to be brought about, fo long as the King 
agreed with his Parliament, and made no Shew of affecting arbicary Power, _ 


or 
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Sox Difpofition to Popery. But if the King could once be brought into fuch 
Meafures, as, either upon real good Ground, or by artificial Mifconftruction, 
Mould; through thefe two Bug-bears Popery and Tyranny, make the People 
afraid; then there was a Foundation to build upon, and fome Good might 
be done. »And this Game might eafily be play’d upon a Court, as the Eng- 
. Jife then was, bent upon Pleafures, fecure and little heeding Bufinefs and 
~teafonadble.. icies, befides Want of being exercifed in fa@tious polemic 
Tricks, Ambages and treacherous Counfels, whereby they lay very open to be 
betrayed by fome among themfelves, efpecially thofe of the old School af 
Forty-one, who (the more’s the Pity) were taken in. ; 
XXVII. For this Reafon all the Endeavours in common of the Party 
tended this Way; that is, to miflead the King, and make him create 
Handles againft himfelf, and, at the fame Time, not dream of the Mifchief 
intended him, but miftake Treachery for fpecial good Service: The rather 
becaufe it was found by Experience, bitter enough to fome, that all At- 
tempts by Seditions, Rifings and Rebellion, before fuch Time as a due 
Preparation of bad Blood was made in the People, would hurt themifelves, 
weaken their Party, and add Supports to the Crown, What then was to be 
done? Get all the found Party-men into Places near the King, and if into 
the Prime Miniftry the better. Then it would fallin their Power, not only 
to {py and give Intelligence, but, by treacherous Advice, produce fome of the 
defired Effects; of which Methods.I may enlarge elfewhere. One of thefe 
Court Adventurers I take his Lordfhip to have been, who cunningly did 
his Bufinefs, by getting Money, living in Luxury and Pleafure, andat.the 
fame Time ferving his Party in a politic Way. Nay, the more Liberties he 
-took in the Way of Pleafures and Jocundities, as were then the Mode of 
a Court Life, the more acceptable he was to the King, who did but too 
much affect fuch Entertainment and Company: And what with,that and 
Court made to the Minions, with Offers of Services, lofty and, without 
Referve, his Lordthip, being alfo excellently well qualified with’ Wit and 
Diffimulation, could not fail of Entrance at Court, Therefore I_ muit 
differ with P. Orleans *, who is not fortunate in writing Eughjh Hifto- 
_ry, any morg than other Foreigners have been, that underftand’ not the 
Conftitutien of the Kingdom, For he takes the Outfide, and afcribes the 
Larl of Shaft/bury’s Conduct (changed from the Poft of high-flying, jnto 
that of an implacable Malice again{t the Court) to the Affront he had, 
when he made his Parliament Speech, by the King’s deferting him, and 
Delivery up of the dear Indulgence, But he is miftaken ; the Earl was 
not determined by good or ill Ufage; but governed himfelf*by Principles, 
fuch as they were, levelling againft fovereign Power; and changed his 
Hand, becaufe the Game led the other Way, which (having depended upon 
ea fuppofed Perfeverance on his Majefly’s Part) was up. 


* Hidery of the Family of the Stuarts. 
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The Proje of’ XXVIII. I fhall not dwell longer here, upon the particular Matters> 


this appears. 


Confequences 

of difagreeing 
» with the Par- 

hament, 


wherein the King was impofed upon by fuch faithful Counfellots as is 
Project had drawn round him ; fuch as the making him afraid of the Fas 
natic Party reprefented to be mighty numerous and {trong ; and that, with- 
out Indulgence one Way or other, they would not be quiet; wherein the 
Papifts joined, which added no little Strength, one for Fear, and the other 
for Friendfhip; and the factious Party had it in their Power-to-ekarge (as 
they did) all to the Account of the Papifts, which made the Indulgence the 
moft unpopular Aé that could have been done. With this, ingulphing 
the King into a War undertaken without the Advice of Parliament, which 
maft put him into Neceffity, and then Tricks for Money, and Soldiers 
raifed, martial Law to be fet up, and what not? to create defperate Jealoufies 
and Fears. I fay, I do not dwell on thefe Matters here, becaufe I defign, in 
the laft Part, to go over this Time egain, and there be more particular. But 
it is plain, that no preconceived Drama could maintain and purfue its 
Fable, and tend to its final Cataftrophe, more regular and naturally, than 
all thefe Matters did, to deftroy King Charles II. as his Father before him 
had been deftroyed: Which to make more plainly appear, 

XXIX. Let us fuppofe the King had adhered to his Parole in his Speech 
to the Parliament in 1671. that he would flick to bis Declaration (of In- 
dulgence) and refufed to give Satisfaction, what had been the Confequence? 
Matters had gone to Extremity, and the Parliament muft have been broke: 
For Votes had run high, Impeachments carried up, the Houfe of Peers 
divided, Pardons granted and (as afterwards in Danby’s Cale) difputed ; 
the Nation alarmed, Pulpits and Conventicles influencing, Faction blow~- 
ing the Coals, and the Miniftry, all the while, treacherous in Council, and 
rampant in Behaviour: Ina Word, fuch Storms as the King neither could 
nor wquld have born, but he muft yield or break, Suppofing the Par- 
liamentjto have rofe in fuch an ill Temper, the King had been at Sea 
with a ‘empeft about his Ears ; Force would have failed, the War craving, 
and Loffgs frequent, Revenues not an{wer, Exactions violent, and, perhaps, 
violentl refitted; every Nerve of the public had been convulfed, and then a 
Parliament meeting again, under fuch ill Influences, as uneaty as could be. 
The Loyallifts had been fallen and paflive, the Se¢taries flattering and de- 
ceitful; but the greateft Danger of all, and, perhaps, that which was moft 
aimed at, was the King’s throwing himfelf upon them, who, at the fame 
Time were purveying of a@ive Force to mafter him, and then he had been 
finifhed as his Father was. And the bringing this good old Work about 
was the End’of the noble Earl in all thefe (otherwife unaccountable) Steps 
of his, , Nothing elfe will refolve his enigmatic Behaviour, both in and 
out of Court. And whereas fome have thought he aimed at making the 
Monarchy abfolute, and himfelf to be the chief Minifter, I cannot come 
ivi it, becanfe his Breeding was in an Age deftined, as it were, to demon- 
tkrate the Vanity of fuch Profers, as had confounded diverfe Government: 

one 
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éng after another, Even Cromwell himfelf efcaped by Mortality, rather 
thgn coud have ftood much longer by any Virtue of his Authority. And 
aw a not think the Earl would have been a Cromwell if he could, but rather 
one that fhoukd-hayve ruined him, as he fought to ruin the King, though 
in good Pofts under him. And fo he would have ruined on, by going in- 

~ to evesy Government, till that, which he worked for arrived, (which 
Sos ener to himfelf) or that, by a Difcovery and Difappointment, 
as happened here, he was put by his Play, and obliged to act more openly 
and intelligibly. 

XXX. Now our noble Earl and mighty Statefman, having, as it. feems, The Meafures 
miffed his Aim at Court, takes over to the Country Party (as it was,called) of Patton 
openly. And from henceforward we find the Party itfelf at work upon a ~ a 
new Foot. There was no more depending on the King, as formerly, to 
make him deftroy himfelf the fhorteft Way, fince he fhewed a Dexterity, 
to fave himfelf at any Time, by a fhort Turn, as if he had learnt the Art 
of his great High Chancellor, Therefore he was now to be attacked, not 
within Doors by Court Treachery, but by plain Infults from without; and 
fo all the fadtious Language harped upon Popery and Arbitrary Power, the 
Duke of York (whom the Laws had forced to a Declaration to be a Roman 
Catholic) his Succeffion, the Power of France, Standing Army, and the 
like, which, being perpetually inculcated, in the Tract of a few Years, 
created, in the People, prodigious Refentments and Emotions, exafperated 
with Plots and Sham-Plots; whereof the King, not without a moft careful 
and peculiar Management of himfelf, warded the ill Effects. One might 
juftly fay, that no Prince was ever in more Danger, nor more furprifingly 
retrieved than he was; nor ever Faction, little lefs than triumphant in Suc- 
cefg, fo reduced back to their original Holes and Recefles, from whence they 
lic in .wait to fally again (for they never faccumb under Mifcarriaggs) upon 
new moulded Defigns. But wo is to that Generation, in which ,they are 
permitted to profper! I may afterwards touch thefe Matters hiftoriceily more 
at large. At prefent the Bufinefs is rather critical, to find the drif: of a no- 
table State Artift upon the Track of his Engagements and Proceedings. 
Wherein my faying what I think can juftly give no Offence, fince I-require 
none to thisk a3 I fay, but be every Man’s Judgment, as mine is, free, and 
then the Teftimony of Things may come forward and be decifive. 

XXXI. Thus having laid a Foundation, by a Scheme of this Perfon’s Libellous Ac- 
Views and Condué of himfelf, to dire@ our Remarks of the Author’s Ac- Pai ee 
count of him; I proceed to examine his Periods and Sentences. He fays, val. 7 
pag. 296 *, But tae greateft Change at Court, was tke Difgrace of the Lerd 
Chancellor Shaftfbury, who bad lately fet himfelf at the Head of the, difcon- 
tented Party, and carnefly oppofed all thofe Meafures, which were thought 
te be tending to the Growth of Popery, or to the Exercife of Arlytrary Pager. 
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The Sum is, the oppofing Popery and Arbitrary Power was the Caufe df 
the Removal. This /ately was while he was Chancellor, which did hot 
make up one whole Year, The Revolution was very quick ind diate: 
trical; and the oppofing Popery and Arbitrary Power came not till both 
(to -his great Difappointment that managed the Engine) were given up 
to the Parliament: So the Author falls to hewing after the Block Kas re-_ 
moved, We may note that this Change is not adorned with,sayElower~ 
from the public Gazette, as we had at his Entrance; for nothing there was 
to his Gouft; he had better Reafons of his own. Next that this Party ftyled 
Difcontented, under the Maik of Patriots, were his Mafter’s moft invete- 
rate Enemies, which makes an odd Figure, of a Lord Chancellor heading 
a Faction againft the Court, and was Reafon enough for difplacing him. 
But then the King muft be libelled for -his Pains, who, through the fnivel- 
ing Flam ’¢1s thought, is charged home with Popery and Arbitrary Power ; 
but that isthe Author’s Way, as if he was afraid of being indi@ed. King 
Charles XI. faid of fome he knew deeply engaged in Praétices againft him, 
but withall, fo cautelous in the Manner, as prevented any direct Charge, 
that they committed Treafon by Advice of Counfel. And, after that man- 
ner, our Author (as in Multitudes of Inftances will appear) pens: his Libel ; 


‘the true Inference of which is only, that he writes with a guilty Confcience. 
But here we have in Miniature his whole Libel, which, drawn together 
from all Parts of his Book, is lodged in this concife View, viz. The King 


and his Miniftry purfue ; the Earl and his Party refift Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, The reft is only refining upon this Text and tormenting all the 


“Actions of State and Government to fquare them to it, which the Sequel 


--will demonftrate. 


"The new Lord 
Chancellor's 
bold ‘Toik. 


XXXU. But return we to wait upon our new Lord Chancellor, concern- 
ing:wkom, it is needful to relate fome Paffages of his Behaviour in his Place. 
After He was poffefled of the Great Seal, he was, in Appearance, the glo- 
rioufeft\Man alive: And no Man’s Difcourfe, in his Place, ever flew fo 
high as his did, not only againft the Houfe of Commons, where, perhaps, 
he expééted a Party to fuftain him; but againft the Tribe of the Court of 


-Chancéry, Officers and Counfel, and their Methods of ordeging the Bufinef 


of the Court, As for the Commons, he did not {cruple to declare openly, 
that he did not underftand by what Reafon or Right Men fhould fit and 
vote themfelves Privileges. And for the Chancery, he would teach the Bar, 
that a Man of Senfe was above all their Forms. He laboured hard and 
ftuck at nothing to get Men of his Confidence into the Houfe of Commons; 
and fo, with all the Gayety de Ceur imaginable, and a World of pleafant 
Wit ir his Converfation, as he had indeed a very great Share, and fhewed 
it upon all’ Occafions, he compofed himfelf to perform the Duties of his 


His Lordihip’s 24468. ’ 
Shifisof Nemecenn As for the difficult Jobs, in this Age call’d Dirty Work, which 


tial Law,” = 
the Bankers 
* Cafe. 


were to be.done, and firft the Commiffion of Martial Law, That was to ‘be 
: fhufflet 
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thuffled off, for it ferved the Turn to fay it would be better at another Time 
when thee was lefs Need of a Parliament. But then the Bankers Cafe was 


“very urgent; for the King was extremely concerned for them, and prefled. 


! 


it home'to“hitrrthaefomewhat fhould be done for them ; for they were fued 
at Law, and put to extreme Diftrefs, and, if not fome Way affifted, doomed 
to perpetual Goals. Bills had been filed, in fome of their Names, againft 
ihe-partting’ Creditors, upon the Equity of their having Notice of the 
Trade in the Exchequer and the public Neceffity, that caufed a Stop of Pay- 
ments there, whereupon they ought to take Affignments of their Debt up- 
on the Tallies, and Suits at Law be ftaid. A Motion was made in Court 
for an Injunction, and the Matter opened at large, as upon the Merits; the 
Lord Chancellor, after a little bluftering at the Unreafonablenefs of the Cre- 
ditors, granted the Injunction, but witha ni/i Caufa, &c. at a Day fome con- 
fiderable Time forwards, which gave Opportunity in the Interim to obferve 
the Compleétion of the Houfe of Commons, Although nothing effectual. 
was taken upon this Motion, for the Parties, having alfo an Eye upon the 
Parliament, or not being ready to anfwer the Motion, prayed a Day to be. 
heard, and had it, and all not much awry in the Forms of the Court; yet 
it made a Noife all over the Town and Nation, as if his Lordfhip had grant- 
ed the Injunction abfolute. 

XXXIV. The Parliament being affembled, fell ftraight upon the hot Points 
and addreffed againft the Indulgence fo warmly, that the King gave up his 
Declaration; and then all the Difcourfe was of the Chancellor’s being im- 
peached. Upon this he began his new Game by openly turning in, and (in 
Appearance) not only faved himfelf, but fcreened his Fellow High Fliers, 
as Clifford, 8c. for there could be no Grace in purfuing them and letting 
him go, which latter, for Reafons hinted, the meer Country Party were 
defirous to do. But fo it fell out, that, upon the King’s Anfwer-to the 
Addreffes to the Satisfaction of the Commons, and (perhaps partly to pleafe 
the King) all this great Outrage ceafed, and no Profecutions at all were had. 
After this, the Chancellor, in every Thing, acted in the Meafuree of the 
Faétion, and, with the Purfe and Mace in his Eye, talked with all the 
Warmth and Severity of Cenfure upon the Court, his Wit and Invention 
could fuggeft. And fo he went on doing the Bufinefs of the Court, denied 
the Injunétion at the Day, and took all Occafions to feem ingraciated with 
his Party, though at the Coft of his Matfter’s Service, and, moft thought, 
Secrets too, till his turning out in November 1672. . 

XXXV. But, for all this, the Author tells us, it was done becaufe he ftick- 
led againft Popery and Arbitrary Power, and, for that End, had put him- 
felf at the Head of the Difcontented Party. Now by the Party, thu’ titled, 
the Author would have us underftand a Set of Men, true Proteftants, zea- 
lous againft Poperyj and Affertors of the People’s Rights, Gc. th&t’s all. PRP 
with or without the Author's good Leave, we may remember shatJ about! 
that Time, we could‘difcern yery few of this Party, who were~mot of ae 
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thuffled off, for it ferved the Turn to fay it would be better at another Time 
when thete was lefs Need of a Parliament, But then the Bankers Cafe was 
very urgent; for the King was extremely concerned for them, and preffed. 
it home'to“hifit chat-fomewhat fhould be done for them ; for they were fued 
at Law, and put to extreme Diftrefs, and, if not fome Way affitted, doomed: 
to perpetual Goals, Bills had been filed, in fome of their Names, againft 
The-eartiing Creditors, upon the Equity of their having Notice of the 
Trade in the Exchequer and the public Neceffity, that caufed a Stop of Pay- 
ments there, whereupon they ought to take Aflignments of their Debt up- 
on the Tallies, and Suits at Law be flaid. A Motion was made in Court 
for an Injun@tion, and the Matter opened at large, as upon the Merits; the 
Lord Chancellor, after a little bluftering at the Unreafonablenefs of the Cre- 
ditors, granted the Injunction, but with a if Caufa, Sec, at a Day fome con- 
fiderable Time forwards, which gave Opportunity in the Interim to obferve 
the .Compleétion of the Houfe of Commons, Although nothing effectual. 
was taken upon this Motion, for the Parties, having alfo an Eye upon the 
Parliament, or not being ready to anfwer the Motion, prayed a Day to be 
heard, and had it, and all not much awry in the Forms of the Court; yet 
it made a Noife all over the Town and Nation, as if his Lordfhip had grant- 
ed the Injunction abfolute. 

XXXIV. The Parliament being affembled, fell ftraight upon the hot Points Efcapes being 

and addreffed againft the Indulgence fo warmly, that the King gave up his impeached. 
Declaration; and then all the Difcourfe was of the Chancellor’s being im- 
peached. Upon this he began his new Game by openly turning in, and (in 
Appearance) not only faved himfelf, but fereened his Fellow High Fliers, 
as Clifford, &c. for there could be no Grace in purfuing them and letting 
him go, which latter, for Reafons hinted, the meer Country Party were 
defirous to do. But fo it fell out, that, upon the King’s Anfwer‘to the 
Addreffes to the Satisfation of the Commons, and (perhaps partly to pleafe 
the King) all this great Outrage ceafed, and no Profecutions at all were had. 
After this, the Chancellor, in every Thing, a€ted in the Meafures of the 
Faétion, and, with the Purfe and Mace in his Eye, talked with all the 
Warmth and Severity of Cenfure upon the Court, his Wit and Invention 
could fuggeft. And fo he went on doing the Bufinefs of the Court, denied 
the Injunction at the Day, and took all Occafions to feem ingraciated with 
his Party, though at the Coft of his Mafter’s Service, and, moft thought, 
Secrets too, till his turning out in November 1672. ; 

XXXV. But, for all this, the Author tells us, it was done becaufe he ftick- The Author's 
led againft Popery and Arbitrary Power, and, for that End, had put him- SlfeCharafter 
felf at the Head of the Difcontented Party. Now by the Party, thu’ titled, pete 
the Author would have us underftand a Set of Men, true Proteftants, zea- 

Jous againft Popery; and Affertors of the People’s Rights, Gc. thit’s all. foe 

with or without the Author’s good Leave, we may remember that. about\_~—- 

that Time; we couldWifcern yery few of this Party, who were aiot of ne 
bulent- 


48 


The Author 
fallifies a 


Speech in the 


Exchequer, 


EXAMEN. Parrt 


ulent and reftlels Spirits, Seekers of Preferment, Fanatic Projectors, cruel 

furpers, Republican or Antimonarchical Monfters: Elfe fome weak Peo- 
ple, deceived and led on by thofz who were regardlefs of Duty, pullic 
tlement, Repofe or Peace, feeking ever (after a then madern-Precefent) to 
pull down an Anceftrel Form of approved Engii/o Government, and to fet 
up 4ome other, which very few were agreed upon, but, for certain, all, in 
their feveral Ways, purfuing a Self-intereft and Tyranny over-ethes_. ] fay 
we mutt infift on a Liberty of remembering that this Sort of People, and 
not a deceived Rabble, and a few impofed on Gentlemen, were the Ingre- 
dients of this difcontented Party. We can by no Means, as he would have 
us, pafs them for pure Saints and trae Property Men, lifted under this noble 
Peer, their Head of his own fetting. If we err in thefe Eftimates, it js the 
Party’s own Fault ; for it appeared, as will be proved, that, under thefe 
Notions of Zeal for Religion and Property, fo far as their Line extended, 
they aéted all conceivable Mifchiefs and Wrongs to public and private Inte- 
refts, But yet, the Author expects we fhould abdicate our common Senfes 
and truckle to his Conceit that their Meafures were all for oppofing Popery 
and Arbitrary Power. 

XXXVI. Now, having fwallowed the Author’s general Reafon for this 
Change, as his Defign is we fhould, he thinks fit to afford us fome particu- 
lar, or lefler Matters, which, giving Offence at Court, conduced to the 
fame End. As when Baron Thir/and was placed in the Court of Exchequer, 
his Lordfhip, as Chancellor, made a Speech, and, in that, inveighed againft 
the Practice of raking after old Debts, Informations and Projects of Con- 
cealments: And, among other fharp Things, faid « the Officers, Excifemen, 


- © and the Clerks of the Court, were the worft of Men.” Now comes the 


arguing: Hiftorian, and his Lordfhip, fays he, for daring thus to limit the 
King’s Revenue and his Power, &c. J find the Speech much more ingenu- 
ous than this Author, for that hath not one Word of limiting Revenue or 
Power, But here, we have not only all that falfely charged upon the Speech, 
but alfo the Word dare, which, in Hero-making, is a notable Ingredient. 
It feems, daring to rail at Informers, Projectors, and Officers was not uppith 
enough, but his Lordfhip muft rife fo high as daring to limit the Power 
and Revenue of the Crown; That is Hero indeed! This I do becaufe I 
dare. But the Speech, being, in that Matter, a little flat, as having no fuch 
Figures, the Author, out of the Riches of his own Invention, fupplies 
them. 


The Duke of = XXXVI, But there was another Incident which ftirred up the Ingredi- 
eae - ents of this Alteration, from whence we are let into the Secret, not only of 


his Remove. 


the Start, but of the Manner how it moved. The Author tells us — for 
taking other Liberties of fpeaking againft the Popifh Intereff at Court, be 
 bgeawe very cneafy to the Duke of York, who prevailed: with his Bréther-to 
/remov? hina. It was by bis Procurement, that the King fent for the Earl 
to Whitehall. 97 Sunday, November 9, and demanded foe Seal of bim, which 
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he,refigned with great Chearfulnefs, and, putting on bis Sword, he returned 
nconcerned, as if be had brought the Mace with bim. ~Alack a 
flebile Style this upon a mournful Occafion, which made the Au- 
sfc had brought back the Seal, no matter if he had left 
m! But we know his Meaning, and that fhall fuffice. 
_And, xs for the Duke of York’s Procurement, fince there is no better Evi- 
dence—wrememmft pafs it on the Authority of the Author’s Loyal Suppofal. 

XXXVIIL I readier believe the dreffing Part here (though it is odd that The Removal 

a Sword fhould be carried in the Coach, together with the Great Seal, to pees Soe 
Whiteball) than the great Chearfulnefs in parting with an opulent, fwagger- pularity. 
ing, and domineering high Place, efpecially, confidering his Lordthip could 
have done more for his Party in, than out of it. But fo far I join with the 
Author, that his Lordfhip was not furprifed, but, expecting what followed, 
fet a good Face upon the Matter, He found it neceffary he muft turn out, 
and, then, his Bufinefs was to throw himfelf out with as much public No- 
tice as was poflible. A Continuance there was incompatible with his Game, 
that is, heading the Faction ; and, to fhew it was for his coming over to 
them that he was turned out, he ranted it on all Occafions, which fuffici- 
ently proclaimed him a Martyr for the Caufe, whereby he laid a Founda- 
tion for future Popularity. It was impoffible for him, in this Turn, to avoid 
the Charge of Verfatility ; for moft thought he came over to fave his Head. 
But that, as I faid, was a Jeft; the Leaders of the Party knew him better, 
and that, if he would change his Drefs, he might fwap his Gown for a Sword; 
but, at Bottom, he was fure and always the fame to them, and his Conftancy 
egregious. 

XXXIX. But this trufling his Sword fo clofe, after (Snakseelike) he had The King vi- 
caft his Gown, prefigures his future Attempts. And the Author hd a no- lifed and revi 
table Reach, if he intended this important Circumftance by way of Omen; 
for, if one may make fo bold with the Lay Robe as to note it for a Type of 
Fraud and Deceit, the Sword aptly fucceeds as a Type of Force, which 
his Lordfhip ever after meditated, and laboured to introduce by a Series of 
treafonable Practices. But, in the mean Time, here is a pleafant Figure 
made of the King, He, tame Thing, refented neither Affronts to his Pere 
fon, nor Pfaétices againft his Authority ; his Lordfhip, with the Seal in 
his Hands, might dare to limit his Revenue and Pcwer, and, without Re- 
gard to Gratitude or Duty, depreciate him and his Government in public 
and private, and all without Offence; he, good King, had let him Seal on, 
but this fame Duke of York, for fome Talk againft Popery, came and pro- 
cured him to be turned out. And this, forfooth, is Marrow of Hiftory! 

Now, as to this ranting againft Popery and Arbitrary Power, it wasthus be- 
gun by his Lordfip, and, from thence, became a Proprium quarto Modo, 


éven the common Practice of the whole Party for many Yeats ia if go 
Duke 






was an artificial Way found out to vilify the King, and to lefign thf goo S 
§Wil} and Allegiancéthe People had for him. The Pretence axes the 
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of York but, under the Denomination of Popery and Papifts in general, 
the King, and, not only he but, all the Loyallifts, his Friends, were p 
hended. And the Author here writes the very fame Language, and’ if to is “ 
fo underftood through his whole Book of this Life, as ave vent 


Occafion to demonftrate. And it will appear alfo, that he diftinguifhgs thé 

Popifh Party, at large, from the King and his Friends; for the forgher hg =" 
terms (with a fort of Refpe@t) Roman Catholic, but the latter ways"Pa- 
pifts, asa Term of more Odium and Deteftation with the People: But I am 
not come fo forward yet. . 

The Viftof = XL. As for our (now) guondam Lord Chancellor, it is pity the Nation loft 

pant him fo foon ; for that fame Day he was vifited by Prince Rupert, and mojt 

ted. of the Peers and Perjons of Quality about Town, who acknowledged, that the 
Nation was obliged to him, for bis juf Difcharge of the Truft that bad been 
repofed in him; and returned him Thanks. See here the Scum of Grubftreet. 
Who doth not know, that, when a Minifter is in Difgrace, his Friends come 
and confole him as well as they can? But is that all? No, the Libel is ar- 
tificial, This Vifit is magnified with great Names, Characters, and Num. 
bers, and fo done by the Author with the fame Intent exactly, as thofe very 
Perfons had, who made up the Mufter, that is, to affront the King. For 
it was fuppofed that all Luftre, added to his Lordthip on this Occafion, 
was fo much Honour detra¢ted from the King and his Brother; as alfo an . 
Exaltation of the Antimonarchic Faétion in the Perfon of this Earl, now, 
their Head. Therefore the Author rumbles out the lofty Appellatives of 
Prince, Peers, and Quality, with the Superlative mof? (certainly moft falfe) 
then follows -— Acknowledgements, —» Nation obliged, — juf Difcharge, — 
Thanks, pera hie makes the Earl look great and famous, even in his De- 
prefiton, las if all the Levees and Couchees of the Court were tranflated to. 
his Lordthip’s Houfe ; of all which Fuftian Stuff, the Defign is apparent. 
and has been premifed, 

‘The faétious XLI. That which is chiefly to be remarked, here, is that the Author is 

Rene. tg moft pundtual Party Scribler ; for this Oftentation of huge Numbers and’ 

the Author's Quality, was ever the Party Practice on all Occafions, and deluded the Court 

fale Libel. — more than any other Invention they had. Here, the Defigh was to per-. 
fuade the King, that the Difcontented Party was a very powerful and ex- 
tended Body: Then they fuppofed that, through Hope or Fear, as might 
be prefented and urged to him, of fome great Good, or Hurt, they could do 
him, he might be the eafier wrought upon, And, for this End, they had 
their Rabble, egreat and fmall, at a Beck; fo that, on the Signal given, they 
all were fure to attend, and make formidable Recourfe and Noifes, as will: 
be fhewéd in fit Place. But is it not ftrange that now,. wher (as the brazen 
Noddle faid) Time is paft, and the whole Project flown tp Pieces and that, 

: rg mM™Lis Author thould bring over again the fame Stufffinto his Context, 
KONG partly the Cement, which, with other lily Trompery, the 

held it togettm ? But it is moft wonderful how be com by that Word ie 
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not honeftly for certain for we, that heard and faw at that Time how Mat- 
d above Board, could difcern plainly that mo/f of the Nobility and 
jwere of the Loyal Side, and far enough from running into a factious 

she id. That fame mof, which the Ear! had at his Service, 
the aforefaid Rabble and Faétion-Mongers, and fuch as trotted to 
and iro on no better Errands. And, as for the Compliments, whatever 
Grace Saeyamight have to his Lordfhip’s Face, in the Story are as faftidious 
as ever Flattery was in a Funeral Sermon. 

XLII. But fince the Author hath named Prince Rupert at the Head of 
this Band, which, confidering his Highnefs’s Relation and Obligations, had 
been more honourably, for him, here left out; I muft needs fay it was 
wonderful that a Prince of the Royal Blood, that lived, in a manner, under 
the King’s Roof, and was fupported, chiefly, by his Majefty’s Bounty, 
fhould fo bufily join himfelf with, and countenance, thofe who were de- 
clared Enemies of his Houfe, as he did; and fo notorioufly, that it was 
every one’s Obfervation of him. And it is certain that, had not the King 
been extremely good Natured, he would have prevailed with him to have 
kept farther off. But his Highnefs’s Averfion to the Succefs of the King’s 
Affairs, went farther in Intrigue with the Earl of Shaft/bury, than Com- 
pliment. To thew which, and thet I do not make this Reflection without 
Ground, I fhall fubjoin a fhort Memorial, left by 2 Perfon of Honour that 
waited upon King Charles II. 

XLII. « September 26, 1683. Upon Difcourfe with a Perfon, well able 
to give an Account, I was told, that the laft Dutch War, whilft the 
Duke of York commanded in Chief, the Earl of Shaftfbury advifed in 
every Thing, as if on"purpofe to ruin the Duke. And, afteryyards, when 
Prince Rupert commanded, who was apt to take the Advice of the Earl 
of Shaftfbury, the Prince carried every Thing Counter. And, when he 
had great Advantages of the Dutch, manifeftly neglected them, to the 
Hazzard of the Fleet; and aéted in every Thing, as on purpofe to ruin the 
French, who were Socii in Bello, and refufed to land Men in the Helder 
«© or Polder, where it might have been in their Power, if Holland -had re- 
* fufed a juftePeace, to have drowned moft of their Country. And, when 
the Dukt: of York, in the Beginning of the Year, would have lain in the 
Sconvelt, the Earl of Shaft/bury was againft it, and would not let it be; 
but, in September, would by all Means have had it fo done, till the Cap- 
tains openly declared againft it, becaufe, as the Weather for the moft 
Part is, then, very cafual, any Storm in the North-Weft would certainly 
have driven the Fleet upon the Coaft, and loft all the great Ships,” 

XLIV. So the Memorial, which fhews that the ordinary Policy of Fa- 
tion is to bring‘ Ruin to a Nation, or, at leaft, by all the Ways they can 
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work their Game. So here the Earl, in a War of his own devifing, fought, 
by all Means he could, to create Loffes, without Regard to the Puttic, Agd 
fince, as to the Condu@, it is plain he wrought fo, no doubt he bad the 
fame View when he firft advifed the War; that is to Freed DifConteut 
and public Clamour, with a Party ready to charge it upon the King. Boy, 
of this, more elfewhere. If the common People knew what fuch Politici- 
ans aim at, to compafs their Ends, they would ftone them in*the-Stieets. 
Why the XLV. Now, confidering thefe Attachments of the Prince, it had been 
Prince enga- ftrange, if, in this Vifit of honourable Confolation, he had been absent. 


eee It may be that, however he enjoyed the Fruits of Peace, and, by the King’s 


bury. Kindnefs to him, Plenty, or, rather, Luxury, he might have had a Pen- 
The? chant after his old Trade, War; and fancy, by a Command in Chief, as (on 
Cond: one Side or other) would fall to his Share, he might be more confiderable 
ae than in a dull Court Life, following of Projeéts and foliciting for Money; 


therefore joined his helping Hand where he faw Mitfchief was brewing. But 
there was a great deal more in the Wind. The Farl, by his Poft in the 
Treafury, might help or hinder the Payment of his Penfions; and, on the 
other Side, the Prince was courted, becaufe he had Accef to the King, and 
was ufeful in promoting Projeéts, on Account of the mountainous Shares, 
he was let into the Conceit of, for Support of his Luxury ; and many Ways 
he might be attached to the Earl. It is no new Invention for Politicians. to 
delude and wheadle the minor Princes of the Blood, who have more Appli- 
cation to Pleafure than Depth of Counfel; and, being very fufceptible of Of. 
fence, engage them in Parties againft common Senfe and their own Honour, 
as well as true Intereft ; holding them in Hand continually with freth Baits, 
as they fancy will, with moft Efficacy, allure them. If this had not been 
the Cafe, how is it poflible the Prince could behave himfelf fo, at Court, 
that the Raillieurs (a powerful Nation in thofe Times) thould ftyle him the 
Earl of Shaftfbury’s Footman ; that is to ran on all Errands to the King, 
to prefs Matters, as the Earl diregted. 
Concerned to- XLVI, But, to give a Tafte of this Projecting Trade, and demonftrate 
Tt ce oe that fomething elfe, than Popery, lay in thefe clofe Engagements, the Patent 
Ui ted Guns, for the Invention of nealed Cannon, or great Shares in it, belonged to the 
Re Prince, the Earl of Skaftfoury, and Sir Thomas Chichely; a Jolly Triumvirate ! 
a. Firji, Prince Rupert, the King’s Coufin-German, for a Courtier that had free 
Accels to the King, to folicite Matters with him. Secondly, The Earl was 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and, fometime, Commiflioner of the Treg- 
fury, to expedite Payments; and Thirdly, Sir Thomas Chichely, the Matter 
of the Ordonnance, to make Bargains and to order fit Quantities. Thefe Guns, 
though sof caft Iron, were pretended to have the Virtues of Brafs They. 
were fold té the Crown, for the Ufe of the Royal Navy,:at 60/. fer Tun; 
and-afterwards, when the Project was declined, and fell into Creditor’s Hands, 
- Mey vere offered to the King publicly at the CouncilsBoard, for under . 
“2ol. per'Eun Such weighty Reafons had thef noble Perfons, at Court, ta 
be fo clofely united, > x XLVI, ‘Bus . 
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KLVU. But our Author is leaving Forms and Surmifes, and begins to The Far! per- 





enjer upan Action. The Papifis, fays he, were fo angry with bim (the olan 
Eel off Shaftfbury) that they began to perfecute him, not only into Difgrace nation. 
buy Ru rife higher afterwards. But here we have another of 


thor’s Themata or Pofitions, which, through the whole Courfe of 

this Subjedt, of the Earl's Cafe, is to be maintained, whatever common Senfe, 
Records, or Truth ftands in the Way. And it is, that the Earl, as to all Trea- 

fon or Sedition, was an innocuous Perfon; and gave no juft Caufe ( if re- 
Sifting Popery and arbitrary Power were not {p) whereby the King fhould be 
offended with him, or to excite te Miniftry to ftir up Profecutions againft 

him ; and, after all, that whatever was pretended or fworn, the Matter, in 
Truth, was only his Zeal for Religion and Property, which angered the 
Papifts. And thus, by a great Secret difclofed, the whole Sum of the Earl’s 
Troubles is refolved into mere Anger of the Papifts; and who thofe were was 
mentioned before. Upon this Foot the Author falls pezle mezle upon the 

King himfelf, all his Minifters and loyal Magiftrates, with Charges of the 
greateft Outrage and Wickednefs imaginable; no lefs than open Abufe of 
Juttice, Subornations of falfe Evidence, and fcandalous Perjuries ; and all 
againft this noble Earl, to bring over him Di/grace and Ruin; and (as 

we fhall hear afterwards) to take away his Life. And this pious Author, 
according to his ufual Subtilty, thinks to veil over his infamous Slanders, 

by ufing the Word Papi, The Duke of York we are fure of, he turned 

out the Earl; and, as for the King, we need only remember the Pyrences. 

It begins to appear, what Need there was of the Author's immente Pains 

taken to corrupt the Earl of Clarendon’s Hiftory. In fhort, upon this Foot, 

he piles up an incredible Heap of Slanders and. double-penned_Jonuendo’s, 

to confound the Hiftory of this happy Reign, and to render the Perfon of 

the King deteftable and contemptible, and the Government, then eftablithed, 
infamous, fo far as he, with all his nafty Wit, can contrive. All which 

will be fully proved upon him out of his own Book and better Authorities, 

XLVIIL. He begins thus: They examined the Court Rolls, to meet with Occafion 
jomething on which to ground an Accufation in. Law againft kim. 1 believe, rete 
it would puzzle an Attorney General to find out what he means by Court yain. 
Rolls, unlefg, inftead of Chancellor, his Lordfhip had been Steward of a 
Manor. I never heard of any Records of State, Juftice, or Revenue fo 
termed; but he is fpinning a long Paragraph out cf nothing, and fo be- 
gins with he knows not what; but yet, knowing or not knowing, he ftalks 
on. If one would have the Trouble to help him out, it might be fancied 
he means the Memorandums of the Treafury, the Chancery ard Exche- 
quer Records, out of which may be collected fome of his Ads and. Mo- 
numents in thofe Courts, which were lefs juftifiable. But hark! he will. 
exprefs it better, wand, picking out some Pretenfions, they paefented ee 
er to the King’s Council, containing Matters for a Charge of Lorrfiption®. 

oi peber Mifdemeaiors, The Irifkman faid of his Dith of waoips Cream,, 
ae ; “ It 
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Ji was a huge great Nothing. And what is all this? One cannot gather 
the leaft’fingle Senfe out of it, neither what were thefe Court Rolls, what 
the Pretenfions, what the Paper contained, or what the Matters of Charge, 
what Sort of Corruption or Mifdemeanor, (Corruptione—by-the~Way, ‘ufe 
not to be entered up upon Record) nor who made the Collection, na-who 
the Counfel, nor (which is the ftrangeft of all) who fet on all this Work; 
but as we pick it out of the Words They and Their, which, by the Rule 
of Relation, muft be the Papifts, viz. you know who, Sure thefe Papitts 
had Names; why doth he not declare them, and fo Prevent our doing 
Wrong, perhaps, in mifapplying his Sarcafms? Could not he, as a con- 
cife Hiftorian would, have faid, in few Words, that his Enemies. at Court 
fought Occafion to accufe him of fome criminal Faéts, but none were 
found to hold Water; without his {pinning out this Rope of Sand of —_. 
They Their Court Rolls —— Council Pretenfion ——~ Pq. 
per Charge Corruption, &c. by which nothing direétly is, or can 
be, underftood? No; that other Way might ferve for Hiftory, but, for Li- 
bel, it did not exaggerate enough. 

XLIX. He thould have procureda Copy, or fome Extract, of this Paper, 
fo as fo make the fubject Matter in fome Sort intelligible, or, elfe, have {aid 
nothing at all about it; as legitimate Hiftorians lay afide Materials before 
them, not well diftinguifhed or fuftained, But this Paragraph is defigned 
to look like great Hardthip and Perfecution upon his Lordfhip, and fo mut 
be blown up with Words like a Bladder, He concludes it thus. But, zo 
their great Mortification, the Council reported, that nothing could be drawn, 
out of that Paper, for any legal Information, Ergo, the Earl had done no- 
thing amife-in any of his Imployments, I fhall readier believe that the Au- 
thor had this Paper, and hath fuppreffed it, than, if any fuch was, that it 
did not contain diverfe Matters that were not much for his Lordfhip’s Honour 
or Juftification, It often happens that great Men aé& very unjuftifiably, and 
yet, by Means of fome Subterfuge, timely provided, or Want of regular 
Evidence, or in Stations guarded by the Rules of Law, as Judges are, no 
legal Charge can be founded, criminally, thereupon ; as they fay of a Rat 
among Stools, Every one Jees, but none can firike him. But obferve, we 
are come again to ¢hey were much mortified it feems, but we know not 
for what, unlefs they were difappointed of Nobody knows what, By this 
frothy Paffage it appears the Author is of Opinion, that Murder, not 
proved, is no Crime. So, becaufe Matters came not up to a legal Charge 
(he puts the whole upon that) his Lordfhip had done nothing amifs; which 
is the Conclufion you are defired to make from thefe clear Premiffes. If 
fuch a Yoofe indefinite Way of writing, as this, be allowed for good Hiftory, 
any Thing may be wrote up, or wrote down, after mere Invention, Af- 
fe&tinn, or (as the Author's Way is) Malice; and Libel itfelf fet up for com- 
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L. Some may fay, that I tye up the Author's They, ec. too ftraight: For, 
bed ak the Court, (who are never exempted) he may mean fome bufy Pa- 
pifts at(large. ‘This requires a good Account to be given, to fhew that, at 
this Time, fe dothraot condefcend lower than the Royal Pair and the Mi- 
nutryy For there is no Manner of Reafon, yet, to think the Papifts, in ge- 
neral, fhould beangry with his Lordfhip, or he with them ; for he is fo civil 
to bate them “the very Term Papift, which he referves for the Court, 
ftyling the others Roman Catholics, 1 grant that Affronts, Tergiverfations, 
Crofsbitings, perfonal Refleétions and, fuch like, might make the King and 
the Duke angry with him, and Reafon good. But, as for the Work of 
Sedition, and difcontenting the People, the Papifts, in general, or (in his 
Language) the Roman Catholics, were as bufy at Work as his Lordthip; 
and the Priefts and Jefuits, efpecially the latter, traded much in Conven- 
ticles, and among the Difcontentees, the very Party his Lordfhip headed ; 
and (confiftent with his Lordfhip’s Poft of Authority over them) he might 
have been avery Jefuit. Mr. Coleman the Popith Secretary (of whom we 
have much to fay elfewhere) was a Writer of circular Letters of Difcon- 
tent, and to traduce all the Actions of the Government, which were fent 
about weekly to the moft confiderable Parts of the Nation; and, for Con- 
formity of this Practice with that of his Lordfhip, might have been the 
Party’s Under-Secretary. Therefore, while thefe Parties joined in the com~ 
mon Work of public Diforder, the Papifts, in general, could not fure be 
angry with his Lordfhip for advancing their Defigns, Whereby it is plain 
he ules the Word Papi/t, and its Pronoun They, &c. only for a Cover-flut of 
his bafe Libel againft the Royal Family. And hewill be better underftood if 
we Carry along the forenoted Diftinétion of Papi/ts and Roman Catholics, which 
I fhall fometimes prefume to hint. How much honefter had it been to have 
wrote his Slanders in plain Engli/h, as the better fort of Libellers have ufed ? 

LI. But now weare come to Encomium. And indeed this Fuftice muft 
be done bis Lordfbip’s Memory, that he executed this great Office with jin- 
gular Integrity and Honour, One would think the Author had been all 
along fatyrifing upon his Lordfhip’s Memory, and, now, in a Fit of Juftice, 
comes off witlt his Indeed, to be underftood by Way of Exception. It 
is indeed very fit an Hiftorian fhould do Juftice, but very few execute the 

aw upon themfelves, as this Author has done, in expofing his own Shame, 
by fach an unwarranted adulatory Sentence as this. Sure he is not aware that 
Infants, inthe Hiftory of that Time, muft deride him. Can his Lordfhip’s high 
flying Entrance, huffing Speeches, and then turning Cat in the Pap, be un- 
known or ever forgot ? or not be cenfured as a Behaviour far wide of thisCha- 


racter? The very-heing turned out in lefs than a Year, isa full Anfwerto the 


Honorary Part; ard changing Sides, inconfiftently with his Place’and Truft, 

to that of Integrity? He was no Ninny, when he took the Seals, to fayra& 

sterwards, non putdram. He underftood the Court at his Entranee, 23 well 

as atehis Exit: And, had he had a fpiritual Call to his Cgsytthon, he 

25 ‘ thou? 
oi : 
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fhould have ftraight laid down his Place: Nothing can excufe his acting, 
as he did, in it. I am forry to find this fulfom Paffage, becaufe it me 
it neceflary to fubjoin a State of the other Side of the Queftion, efpeciaMy 
relating to the Court of Chancery, to which this Encomium ee for 
bringing the Matter toa jufter Scale: And that will be done by an Aceotint 
of fome Items of his Lordthip’s Conduct in his great Office; which were 
well known in their Time, and, perhaps, then had a better Relifh than can 
be given them now, at a Time, after all Notice of Perfons and Things is 
almoft funk in Oblivion. 

LII. In the firft Place, his Lordthip blundered at the Threfhold, and his 
firft Ufe of the Seal was for a Trick, which, as Tricks ufe, ended in Dif- 
appointment and Shame. ‘There had been a long Vacancy of Parliament, 
in which Interval, diverfe Members of the Houfe of Commons were dead, 
and fome taken into the Nobility. His Lordfhip had a Mind to fill thefe 
Vacancies, efpecially fuch as were in the County of Dorfet (where his 
own Eftate and Intereft lay) with Creatures of his own, But there he had 
been formerly oppofed by the noble Colonel Strangways, one of a mighty 
Eftate and Intereft in the Weft, and, (which was worft of all) an inexpug- 
nable Loyallift ; who, for his eminent Fidelity, was afterwards called to ferve 
the King as a Privy Counfellor. His Lordfhip thought that now, having 
Power, he might manage the Matter fo as to get the Better of him, And, 
for that End, his Lordthip caufed the Writs, for the new Elections, to iffue, 
without ftaying for the Meeting of the Parliament and having the Speak- 
er's Warrant, as the Ufe, efpecially of late, hath been: For that had given 
Notice of the Elections: but fo his Lordthip’s Men, having the Carriage of 
the Writ, and, dodging with it, by Surprife, (as was faid) carried all againft 
the Intereft of the Loyal Colonel, which put him into a great Rage. 

LIII. This Device was no fooner communicated and underftood by the 
Wettern Gentlemen, with the Colonel’s Sentiment of it, but they all deter- 
mined to join, and get all thefe Eleétions fet afide ; and, with that Refolution, 
they camep, and the noble Colonel at the Head of them. At the firft Meet- 
ing of the Houfe, when the ufual Forms were over, a Member ftood up, 
and, looking about, faid he obferved diverfe new Faces insthe Houfe, and 
did not remember that, before their laft Rifing, the Houfe had*been moved 
tor the Filling fo many Places; fo he doubted the Regularity of the Sitting 
of thofe Perfons, and mcved their Titles might be examined. Another 
Member, feconding, faid he fuppofed thofe Gentlemen would have the 
Modefty to withdraw, whilft their Cafe was in Debate, and not attend the 
Order of the Houfe. So this whole Set of new Elects, (although moftly 
Loyallifts) filed out, and cathe inno more upon that Choice. For, altho’ it 
was fhewed fuch Writs had formerly iffued during fuch Prorogations, enough 
tohave ferved'the Turn 74 caufa favorabili, yet, the late Practice being other- 
wife, Jand.the Current ftrong that Way, and the Coust Party not able to 
hinder,~+lLthe EleGtions, on that Foot, were voted null, and new Writs or- 
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dered to go. ‘This was no good Omen, in Parliament, that his Lordfhip’s 
Met*Mures, to keep in his Poft, could poffibly hold out, as he would have 
had gt; and, by that Means, have drawn the Odium on the Parliament 
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itfelf,“as well as upon the King, and fo, at length, to get them diffolved, 


-which would not be compaffed, but by fach Extravagancies, in fttting up 
fuch undue Powers as would break all. He hated the Complection of 
them, becaufe, on the one Side, they receded not one Hair from the efta- 
blithed Church, and the People’s Rights, and, on the other, were really 
Friends to the King, and, in thofe Days, ever ready with their Benevo- 
lences and Refpeéts, fo long as he gave them reafonable Satisfaction, to fup- 

ort him in Credit and Honour. This was a Temper in no Sort apt for 
his Lordfhip’s Defigns, which were to bring on Rupture, and not Compo- 
fition ; and the Sequel will thew how fiercely he went to Work to get rid 
of this Parliament; and, when he did not fucceed, he took another Courfe, 
and carried his Point, by fetting up what was called the Country Party, to 
an incomportable Height. 

LIV. Fis Lordfhip had an early Fancy, or rather Freak, the firft Day 
of the Term (when all the Officers of the Law, King’s Counfel, and Judges, 
ufed to wait upon the Great Seal to Weftminfer Hall) to make this Procef- 
fion on Horfeback, as in old Time the Way was, when Coaches were not fo 
rife. And, accordingly, the Judges, &c. were fpoken to, to get Horfes, as 
they and all the reft did, by borrowing and hiring, and fo equipped them- 
felves with Black Foot-Cloaths, in the beft Manner they could: And diverfe 
of the Nobility, as ufual, in Compliment and Honour to a new Lord Chan- 
cellor, attended alfo in their Equipments. Upon Notice in Town of this 
Cavalcade, all the Shew Company took their Places at Windows and Bal- 
conies, with the Foot Guard in the Streets, to partake of the fine Sight, 
and, being once well fettled for the March, it moved, as the Defign was, 
ftatelily along. But when they came to Straights and Interruptions, for 
Want of Gravity in the Beafts, and too much in the Riders, there hap- 
pened fome curvetting, which made no little Diforder. Judge Twifden, 
to his great Affright, and the Confternation of his grave Brethren, was laid 
along in the Dire: But all, at length, arrived fafe, without Lofs of Life or 
Limb in theService, This Accident was enough to divert the like Frolic 
for the future, and, the very next Term after, they fell to their Coaches as 
before. I do not mention this, as any Way evil in itfelf, but only as a Le- 
vity, and an ill judged A@ion; for fo it appeared to be, in Refpect to the 
perpetual Flux of folemn Cuftoms and Forms, that will happen in the 
Succeffion of Ages, not reducible back to Antiquity, nor needing fo to be; 
which makes Ufages, that are moft fitting in one Time, appear, ridiculous 
in another. As hete, the fetting grave Men, ufed only to Coaches, upon 
the Menage on Horfeback, only for the Vanity of Shew, to make Wien 
wonder, and Chiidrep fport, with Hazzard to moft, Mifchief to © , and 
Terrdy to all, was very impertinent, and mutt end, as it isaehos 
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Now our Author gives us no Hint of this illaftrious Overture of the frft 
Term, though he could touch Matters more of courfe and lefs conkde- 
rable, as the private Vifit of Condolence, becaufe that founded factious, phd 
this only a vain Freak: But had it fucceeded and fettled into a Courfe,“then 
we had haard of his noble Revival of that ancient Piece of Grandeur to his 
Office, of ridingin folemn Proceffion to the Term. But the Author touches 
nothing that, in the leaft, diminithes his Lordthip’s Charaéter, unlefs he has 
a Counter-check to redintegrate, if not rather to improve it to his Lordthip’s 
Honour ina popular Way. 

LV. Inoted before to what an Height his Lordthip’s Difcourfe mounted, 
about his future Government of the Chancery, He flighted the Bar; de- 
clared their Reign at an End. He would make all his own Orders his 
own Way, and, in his Difcourfe, trampled on all the Forms of the Court, 
And, to be as good as his Word, at his firft Motion Day, although the 
Counfel (as always out of Refpect to a new Judge) were eafy, and inclined 
of themfelves to yield to what was fit to be ordered, and not to perplex 
him with Contention upon Forms; yet he would not accept of their Ci- 
vility, but cut and flathed after his own Fancy; and nothing would down 
with him, that any of them fuggefted, though all were agreed upon the 
Matter, They know little, that perceive not the Difficulty of ordering 
Matters in Juftice interlocutorily, upon the Strength of abftrat Reafoning 
only, without Help of ftated Rules, and Methods prefixed by Practice and 


' Experience. But his Lordthip was of another Sentiment, and intended 


An Ex:rava- 
gance of his 
Favourite. 


the Bar fhould know it. They foon found his Humour, and let him bave 
his Caprice; and after, upon Notice, moved him to difcharge his Orders; 
and thereupon, having the Advantage, upon the Opening, to be heard at 
large, they thewed him his Face, and that what he did was againft com- 
mon Juftice and Senfe, And this Speculum of his own Ignorance and Pre- 
fumption, coming to be laid before him every Motion-Day, did fo intri- 
cate and embarrafs his Underftanding, that, in a fhort Time, like any hag- 
gard Hawk that is not let fleep, he was entirely reclaimed. And, froma 
Trade of perpetually making and unmaking his own Orders, he fell to be 
the tameft Judge, and, as to all Forms and Courfe, refigned to the Difpo- 
fition of the Bar, that ever fat on that Bench. Now, if thi anfwers the 
Encomium of the Author, Juftice Nims and Juftice Parum are recon- 
ciled. 

LVI, There was one Mr. H. ka Barrifter, and, in the Country, a 
Neighbour of his Lordfhip’s, eminent, but for nothing more than the Ho- 
nour he had to profcfs himfelf his Lordfhip’s Friend at the Bar, and, if 
not foully belied, had a Knac of encouraging Caufes by she great; which 
did not difedtly accufe, but much reflected on his Lor fhip for Want of 
Judgment, at‘leaft, in permitting one, fo unfit, to appear fo familiar, as he 
did, With his Court of Juftice. To make good this Gent!eman’s Chaz, 
Tacter, Mepeebe not againit Equity to interfperfe cum fertis tS 
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thisSpecimen. The chief Practifers are ufually very civil to the Gentle- 
mai, that is accounted the Judge’s Friend; and they defire to be in his 
Célapany, to ferve his Turn with Treats, InftruGtion and Inlet to Canfes, 
and theig own, by fpying out his Humour, the Judge’s Defigns and Ex- 
pectations, and what Secrets, relating to the Court, they can pump from 
him druvk and fober. Once they were merry together with this Gentle- 
man, and one of them fprang a Conceit, that he was not rightly informed 
of his Privilege, which was to have Preaudience of all the Bar, the At- 
torney General not exccpted. The reft, perceiving the Spark arre€t upon 
this Notion, feconded it, till, at laft, he refoived to claim his Poft the 
next Day, and fo they parted. And accordingly, the Court being fat, 
Mr, Attorney, as his Ulage was, ftood up in Order to move firft; but 
Mr. & (from without the Bar) cailed out to him, faying, Mr. Attor- 
ney, pray be pleafed to move in your Turn, and then began to open himfelf. 
Sir Heneage Finch, then the Attorney General, looked back, and ftared, 
concluding the Man mad or drunk, But the other perfifted fo much to 
be firft heard, that the Court had but Authority enough to compel him, 
and none at all to perfuade him to be quiet. This is a Paflage of no great 
Confequence, but of prodigious Impertinence, and no little Hazzard to 
the Wags, leaft they, by their inevitable laughing, fhould openly, and in 
the Face of the Court, have betrayed their Roguery. 

LVII, As to his ordinary Juftice, and how religioufly ftricét he held to 
the Rules of Equity and good Confcience, without deviating for Fa- 
vour or Difpleafure, the Author fays nothing one Way, nor I the other. 
Only, to meet with his general Encomium, I muft remember that I have 
heard diverfe fay, that the Perfon might be difcerned in moft of his De- 
crees; and fuchan Opinion gone forth, though it may be falfe and mali- 
cious, is yet fome Diminution of Honour, For a Judge fhould be, like 
Cefar's Wife, neither falfe nor fufpeéted. The moft 1 have heard fay in 
his Behalf, by thofe of his Party, has been, that fewer of his Decrees have 
been reverfed in the Upper Houfe of Parliament, than of any other Chan- 
cellor, But they did not confider his Time was fort, not enough to 
clofe many Cafles that depended in Argument. And it may be faid, that, 
allowing the final Decifion, above, to be a Criferius1 of abfolute Perfe@tion 
of Juttice (which I do not gainfay) all Caufes, that fall by a Side Blow, do 
not come there. But, if we refleét upon the general Notion of his Lord- 
fhip’s Unfitnefs at his Entrance, we may conclude there were Notices 
public enough to caufe it, as Libertinifm, Party, Intereft, amd the like 
Prejudices to the Charaéter of a fapreme Judge, as they had in their 
Thoughts who-~were of that Opinion; and alfo the Party. he fwayed 
himfelf into. how and why? with their Characters that pretend to 
tender Confciences, but are truly tender of nothing but their Purfes; and 

“~who have no Rut: of Equity, but that which {quares with “their Inte- 
ret” and always expect Injaftice to be done, in the Fear ofthe Lord, for 
li 2 their 








59 


OF his Lord- 
Ship’s Juice 
in general 


60 EXAMEN. Part E 


their Sakes, efpecially againft the wicked ones; and will make os 
turns in good and merchandable Party- Work; and no Caufe valu ble, 
as one carried againft common Juftice. Then alfo the Occafion his Ltd. 
fhip had to cultivate a Party-Intereft, and not to be over {quegmith, to 
fecure himfelf in his intended Walk. I fay, refleGting on thefe Matters, 
we muft look for a Philofopher, in Earnéft, to refitt fo maby powerful 
Charms, 

His fittle Re- LVIII. But, T believe, if he were living, bating a popular Ufe of the 

a Tool, he would hate this Flatterer, He was of a free Air, ready Ap- 

rality. prehenfion, witty in his Conceits and Turns of Speech, and no Fool, fuch 
as is always found where there is Flattery; for, if it did not pafs in one, 
the other had it, and here it falls to the Author’s Share. His Lordthip 
regarded Cenfure fo little, that he did not concern himfelf to ufe a decent 
Habit, as became a Judge of his Station. For he fat upon the Bench in 
an Ath-coloured Gown Silver-lac’d, and full-ribboned Plantaloons dif. 
played, without any Black at all in his Garb, unlefs it were his Hat, which, 
now, I cannot fay pofitively, though IJ faw him, was fo. He wasa little 
Man, and appeared more like an Univerfity Nobleman, than an High Chan- 
cellor of England: And, whether out of Inclination, Cuftom, or Policy, I 
will not determine, it is certain he was not behind-hand, with the Court, 
in the modith Pleafures of the Time; and to what Excefs of Libertinifm 
they were commonly grown, is no Secret. There was a deformed old 
Gentleman called Sir P. Neal, who, they fay, fat for the Pi€ure of Sy- 
drophel in Hudibrafi, and, about Town, was called the Lord Shaftsbu- 
7y’s Groom, becaufe he watered his Mares (Ef forbear the vulgar Word) 
in Hyde Park with Rhenith Wine and Sugar, and not feldom a Bait of 
Cheefecakes. If, with thefe glorious Attachments, a nice and ftri@ Juftice 
could refide, I will fay Miracles are not ceafed, though the Author, in- 
flead of Hiftory, for making a good Character, gives us one out of his 
own funeral Sermons, 

The Author LIX. Now it may be thought, that, whether the Earl were a good Chan- 

Bait ayaint cellor, or a bad one, deferves not all this Canvafs; and that, of the two, it 

“theKing. had been better to fay Well than I] of him. All which, *if pothing but 

his Charaéter were in the Cafe, is very true. But, as this Author hath or- 
dered the Matter, it is not his Lordfhip’s Charaéter, but that of the King, 
Government, and Times, that depend upon it, I dare fay the Author him- 
felf cares not a Pin for his Lordfhip, on a proper Account; his great 
Name may, either fink or fwim; he never was his Chaplain to preach him 
into a pofthumous State of Grace. But the Cafe is thus: The Party his 
Lordthif headed, and the Loyallifts, which had the King fortheir Head, are 
fet in Oppofition ; and fo, in the Pi@ure here of this Author’s making, the 
King and his Uordthip are (excufe the Expreflion) Antagonifts, or rather fet 
in Scald, te be weighed againft each other. The Confequence is, that, ife" 
the King"»s A tyrannoally, and by Popith Counfels; then the med 
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of,iZeal for Religion and Property, managed a Party to refift him: And, 
vite verfa, if his Lordthip was a Proteftant and Patriot, the King was a 
Papift and Tyrant. The Author's whole Comparifon takes in all this, and, 
tn Point, of Honour, more; for as he has debafed the King to be a Sort of 
Competitor with his Lordfhip, fo he has fublimed his noble Peer into a 
Level with the Monarch of England. The Author’s very Endeavour at 
this odious Comparifon, whatever becomes of the lefs afpiring Earl, has 
well nigh funk himéelf into a moral Level with the fallen Angels, What 
elfe is a Divine in holy Orders, that infults the Honour and pious Memo- 
ty of his (once) Sovereign Lord the King? And thus he thinks he has made 
good his Thefis, that the Earl was a@ religious Protefant and zealous 
Friend to Property. In which righteous Caufes he was a Sufferer, being, in 
all other Refpeéts, innocent, and clear from all Practice of Sedition and 
Treafon. So it follows that the King, @c. was what is an Offence to 
Tepeat, 

Tx. I have averred the Neceffity of making fo free with his Lordthip’s 
Character, as I have done, not with any Defire to diminith that noble Peer, 
but to expofe this falfe Author, And now I proceed to other Affairs, that 
followed, in which his Lordfhip concerned himéfelf, After this coolin 
Card, of being turned out, his Lordfhip foon warmed in the Condu@ of 
his Party, which was now no Secret, as it had been before, but barefaced 
and above-board, In the Parliament 1674, he oppofed, with all his Might, 
every Thing that was moved, in the Houfe of Lords, for the Stability of 
the Crown, and the King’s Intereft. It became every Day more manifeft, 
that this difcontented Party of his drove defperately at Change of the Go- 
vernment, And it appeared alfo, that, by certain fa@tions Arts, they had 
gained a mighty Party in the Houfe of Commons, under the Name of the 
Country Party; which Title had been then taken, by Exchange, for that of 
the Party volant, which the more plaufible of the Fa@ion formerly af- 
fected. And this Country Party was like to encreafe upon moft new 
Eledtions; for Faétion ever gets Ground fafteft with the loweft and mo(t 
deceivable of the People. What all this, puthed on fo defperately as it 
was, might grow to in Time, was not eafily forefeen, Therefore, to fe. 
cure the Church and State, as eftablithed by Law, the Earl of Dandy, then 
Lord Treafurer, promoted, in the Houfe of Peers, a Teft upon all State 
Employments and Benefices; — 1. Acknowledging that none, commiffioned 
by the King, mizht be rejifted by Arms. 2, Toat they would not endeavour 
any Alteration of the Government in Church or State. The firft of thefe 
is aflertory, and imports no more than the Law hath declared ; but it was 
now thought fit 40 be oppofed to the old exploded Republicag Principle, 
which the Feétion began to fet up afreth, ve. that all Power is from the 
Pople. The other is promiffory, and defigned to exclude, from public 
“Trutts and Employsents, all Perfons poifoned by that falfe and *pesticious 
Max’. The very Terms of this Teit, 2s alfo the Oppofitionit ther with, 
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by whom and how, will demonftrate that no Innovation, as the Oppdfers 
pretended, was, or could be, in the Defign of it; but that it was intenfled 
only to preferve the prefent Eftablifhment from fuch Innovations, as tXofe 
very Oppofers manifeftly purpofed to bring over it. Itis remarkable that 
a Defign, exprefs againft Innovation, fhould, for Want of all other Ar- 
guments, be oppofed, as this was, purely upon the Topic of Innovation, 
as we fhall fee anon. 

LXI. The Author, in his Margin, calls this a Tef of Abborrence, but 
that Word was not then coined, and it was called the Earl of Danby’s 
Teft, who was really for the Church and Monarchy, and firm againft 
France and Popery; whether for Principle or Policy, matters not, there 
are his own Memoirs, 2 Vol. to fpeak for him. But, as for our Author 
here, it is ordinary with him to antedate his faétious knavifh Cant into 
Times when it was not known, as this fame Jbhorrence (which Word 
fhall have the Honour of a Seat by itfelf in another Place) high Church, 
high Notions, and the like; for his Bufinefs is not to make the State of 
the paft Time underftood, but to fhape it fo, as he thinks may, for his 
Ends, influence the prefent. In which Defign, as he reckons, Words, 
though of a latter Invention, may go a great Way, as beft applicable to the 
more modern Prejudices. 


LXIL The Earl of Shaft/bury is taken Notice of for a vehement Op- 
pofer of this Teft ; and it is certain he wrought fo effectually againtt it, that, 
finally, it came to nought, And indeed Abundance of indifferent Perfons 
did not penetrate fo deep, as to think fach a folemn Proceeding needful 5 
but, on the other Side, rather that the Attempt was extraordinary and of- 
ficious, if not troublefome, and tending to the Proftitution of Oaths. And 
it was whifpered that there was a Defign of Innovation in it, by hinder- 
ing the Freedom of Parliaments, and excluding fome true Proteftant Englifb- 
men from being chofen, and fitting to vote there. ‘This Infinuation gained 
over diverfe Perfons, Commoners, and not ill meaning Peers, to the oppofing 
Party. Such a defperate Objection was it, then, that, thereby, Parliamen- 
tary Capacities were to be touched. But the Faction, whofe Cry againft it 
was loud enough, were well apprifed, both of the Occaffon, how real it 
was, and of the Confequences, how crofs to all their Purpofes ; which made 
them fight againft it, as pro Aris G Focis. 

LXUI. It was ftrange that the Popith Lords, who were a confiderable 
Party in the Houfe, joined with Shaft/bury againit the King; which thews 
what Sort-of Papifts, the Author means, were angry with him (not thofe 
he is pleafed, in diverfe Places, to flyle Roman Catkolics,) and aifo how at a 
Venturé (tg fay no worfe) he writes, viz. That it was vehemently oppofed 
by the Earl of Shaftibury, and thofe Peers who were looked upon to be more 
in the Intereft of their Country; who losked upon it as a Project to divide 
Protefants, and to flrengthen the Popifh Party, alias the King and the Go ~ 
vernment,*as then eftablifhed. We were aware of his Popith Party, “whet 


he 
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hesneant by it, before, Then his Charaéter of the oppofing Party is as 
jth, but all is tempered with his /oked upon, as if, like a Child, he were 
afraid of being whipt for telling a Lye; for was there ever one fo grofs 
as this ? He relates a Defign and (after his fhuffling Way) alledges it was 
to dividy Proteftants and ftrengthen Popery; when above twenty Popifh 
Lords, unanimoufly joined with the Earl of Shaftfbury to oppofe it. But 
this Matter he conceals entirely, although it was moft remarkable in the State 
of that Proceeding: And he had Reafon, for, elfe, the falfe Infinuation, 
viz. That the Popifh Lords were the Complement of this true Proteftant 
Party, had then (according to him) appeared, not only bafe but, ridicu- 
lous. It feems the Popith (fhall I call them Roman Cathslic?) Words 
were gained by a Stratagem; for, without them, the Oppofition was but 
weak. And yet the Teft (mumbled as it was) had pafled, but for another 
Accident, which was a Difference, raifed between the Houfe of Lords and 
the Houfe of Commons about Judicature, which, to hinder the Proceeding 
of this Teft, was very much exafperated, if not at firft kindled, by the op- 
poling Party in both Houfes; and, at length, flamed fo high, as to be un- 
compofeable, fo that the Sitting of the Parliament became impracticable, 
and thereupon it was prorogued 9 une 1675. If the Teft, even as it 
had been reduced, had pafled, the faétious Game had been confiderably fet 
back, And it is a notable Leffon to all Perfons, to do for the Beft dire@ly, 
and notto rely upon Policy and Combinations for Favour in Events. For, 
had the Popith Lords ftood to the Intereft of the Crown, as they ought to 
have done, and not trinketed with the Enemies of that and themfelves, it 
is probable they had kept their Seats in the Houfe of Lords for many 
Years longer, if not to this Day; for nothing, in Appearance, could have 
outed them, but.fuch a Storm as Ozts’s Plot was, which, perhaps, that Teft, 
fucceeding, had obviated.’ And now how they were cozen’d, I am to fhew, 
LXIV. And therein will lie the Finefs of Art in oppofing this Teft. 
The Roman Catholic Peers were fo many, as, nearly, if not wholly, made 
2 Decifive; for they went altogether asone Man. ‘They were enough in- 
clined to favour the Intereft and the Security of the Crown, which was the 
State Part, but then they muft fwear not to attempt any Alteration in Church, 
&ec, which fell in the Way of all their Defigns of introducing their Reli- 
gion, or, at leaft, their Engagements to Holy Church did not allow them fo- 
lemnly to profefs; but yet they were loth to join with the Enemies of the 
Crown, And fo they kept the Volant a good While, and did not declare 
on which Side they would fall; but, as they lay, waiting for Advantage to 
their Party, if any could be made, they were caught in a Wile. The An- 
titefters raifed a furious ObjeGion, which was, that this Teft tended to de- 
prive Peers of their Right of fitting and voting in the Houfe of Lords; 
which was a Birthright, fo facrofanG, and radically inherent in the Peerage, 
as was not to be temerated on any Account whatfoever. And ‘he Earl of 
Shaftsbury dinned this in their Ears, and that, if this A@ pafleds*the next 
would 
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would be to teft them out of the Houfe. And he might well fay fo, it, 
probably, had it in his Head, at that Time, to do the very Thing, After 
the Roman Catholic Lords were well heated with this Suggeftion, and, 
knowing that many would be glad of fuch a Precedent to ufe againft tiem, ~ 
the Earl fteps in with a Propofition, that, if they would join to throw out 
this Teft, there fhould be an Order, to be entered amongft the ftanding 
Orders of the Houfe, that no Bill fhould be received, that, in arty Sort, 
tended to deprive Peers of their Right, &c. and, upon the entering this Or- 
der, they all went over clear to the oppofing Side. 

‘The Vanity of LXV, Now, feethe Vanity of Bargains with People, in whom there is 

Compact © not a Truft. Afterwards, when Oafs’s Plot had {wept in five Lords, and 

gaint Incli- ; } 3 ? 

nation: threaten’d many more, a Bill came into the Houfe, promoted by the very fame 
Earl of Shaft/bury, to exclude the Roman Catholic Peers, and it paffed with- 
out much Oppofition: But, when that ftanding Order was urged, his Lord- 
fhip fmiled, and faid, the Houfe was Mafter of their own Orders, and 
leges pofteriores priores abrogant. And that was all thofe noble Lords got 
by their leaving the Intereft of the Crown upon Compaat, They never 
confidered, that the Cuckow was not to be hedged in, and, where Power 
and Self-will is, all Hold, upon Forms of Law, as well as Promifes, (not 
to fay Common Juftice itfelf) to the contrary, fails. But, as Good very often 
comes out of Evil, fo this verfatile Dealing with thofe Peers, might be a 
Means of gaining the good Point to our Conftitution, of fhutting that In- 
tereft out of our Legiflature for ever. 

State Tefls LXVI. Another feafonable Reflection, that confutes the Author’s biaffed 

ufeful only to Reprefentation, is that this Defign of a Teft, againft Change of Government 

ousrmest. in Church or State, was then both feafonable and moderate, whatever at 
that Time was thought to the contrary: The fame Thing, being, in latter 
Times, and upon like Reafons, praétifed in a much higher Degree, than 
was fo much as dreamt of in thofe Days, which hath fufficiently inftructed 
Folks in that Matter. And all this through the Means of that very Party, 
or Set of Men, who fiercely oppofed Danbdy’s Teft. For they knew their 
own Defigns then, againft which that Teft was to have been a Guard, 
Therefore, being in a Party with the Government at the Revolution, they 
fell to guarding that by fuch Tefts as we are well acquainted with; and then 
no Talk of dividing Proteftants, &c. as before. It had been a forry Alle- 
gation on the Side of King Charles’s Teft; that, if the Party, againft 
whom that was levelled, fhould once gain to their Side the Advantage of 
Power, they would teft all other Perfons to the utmoft Extremity; why 
therefore fhould not we now defend by Tefts againft them? But, of this 
Subject, “more than enough, fince lefs would have ferved to confute the Au- 
thor’s Libel ‘on this Head ; and that, out of the Mouths of his own Party, 
who have adjudged it to be reafonable and juft, in Cafe of undermining 
Parties, for-a Government, by a Teft, to difcriminate, oyt of all Trufts and_ 
public [iizloyments, Perfons that are difaffected to it, és 

. LXVII.‘But 
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P-XVIL. But to leave Politics, and return to the Author's Hiftory, which The Faction 
takes, or rather invents, Occafions to magnify the Earl of Séafjbury, and eaters 
alt-jn the Way of his Zeal for the Proteftant Religion and Liberty, Ge, folation of the 
and his continual Oppofition to the Defigns of the Papifts, It is to be re- Parliament. 
sil that, in 1676, the Parliament, then in Being, had continued, 
withowtbeing diffolved, for fo many Years, as made it be ftyled the long 
Padianhots and, by all Experiments, was found inept for the great Defigns 
of the P&tion. The Party were fecure, that, if this Parliament was dif- 
folved, the Country was feafoned fo as to make Eleétions more for their 
Turns. And however thefe Gentlemen could be prevailed upon, in the 
Form of a Country Party, to be very troublefome and uneafy to the King 
in fome Refpects; they would never be brought to ftrike at the Root, but, 
after all Quarrels, upon the King’s Condefcenfions to their (not exorbitant) 
Defires, all Storms ceafed, Money was given, and the Nation at Eafe under 
his Majefty’s happy Government. This was what (factious) Flefh and 
Blood could not bear. It broke all their Meafures, and almoft their Hearts. 
Therefore, upon the Encouragement of a paltry Exception, a Refolution 
was taken to make a Puth, with the whole Strength of the Party, for the 
having the Parliament declare itfelf to be already actually diffolved; and fo 
it was to fall, whether the King would or no. And, in the Execution of 
this Project, the Earl made the utmoft Experiment of what his Party, of 
themfelves, both in and out of the Houfes of Parliament, and the People, 
’ at their Inftigation, could be made to do, towards breaking the (then) Re- 
pofe of the Public, His Lordfhip was neither young, nor very ftrong of 
Conttitution, to expect patiently a long Series of Opportunities, but was for 
haftening on Projection as faft as he could: And the Author, true as Steel 
to his Faction, doth more than infinuate that his Lordfhip was in the Right. 
Therefore, and becaufe this is a Paflage in that Reign moft fit to be re- 
membered in the Fulnefs of its Circumftances, and not to be let drop, as 
the Author intends the Truth of it thould, into utter Oblivion, and his 
falfe and fa€tious Account, as a nafty Scum of it, only furvive; I will add 
its juft and full Hiftory. 

LXVIIL. Fisft, As to the Queftion, raifed upon the Effence of the Par- The Poias 
liament, wth the Triccum in lege, the Faétion had found out, to fhew ated on the 
that it was legally diffolved; it ftood thus: By the Statute of 4 Edw, MI. Bee ae 
cap. 14. it is ena€ted, That a Parliament fhall be holden every Year, and 
more often, if Need be. ‘Then follows the Statute of 36 Edw. II. cap. 10. 
for Maintenance of the faid Articles and Statutes, and Redrefs of, diverfe Mif- 
chiefs and Grievances, which daily happen, That a Parliament fhould be 
holden every Year, as another Time was ordained by Statute. Itefell out 
that the Prorogation, laft mentioned, was for a longer Time than a Year, 
wiz. fifteen Months. Now, faid they, if the King be obliged to hold a 

_ Parliament every Year, a Parliament ought to fit, at leaft (or rather to be 
new-fummoned) every Year, which being made impoffible by that Proro- 
I gation, 
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gation, the Prorogation itfelf is againft thofe Laws, and, confequer4ly, 
void. ‘Then the Parliament refts without Day, which is a Difcontinua‘ice, 
and amounts to a legal Diffolution. So ftood the Point, fach as it was, 
on that Side. - 

LXIX. The Anfwers were, that thofe A€ts have not been fo ur'derftood, 
nor hath the Ufage been to regulate the holding of Parliaments, upen that 
Foot, ever fince the Laws were made; and it is 2 Rule of Law,: that an- 
cient Statutes are to be conftrued by the general Ufage. That the’ Words, 
if Need be, go as well to the holding every Year, as to the mare ofirn; and, 
repeating them accordingly, it runs thus: 4 Parliament fhall be holden 
every Year, if Need be, or more often, if Need be; and the King is Judge 
of the Need. That it is ridiculous to fay the Parliament is five Die, when 
a Day ftands appointed by the Prorogation. And, if the King were by 
Law obliged to hold a Parliament every Year, and doth it not, but fel- 
domer; it may be con{trued a Mifgovernment, or Grievance, to be redref- 
fed in the ordinary Way, by Petition, but not to vacate future Parliaments, 
and their Aéts. And, farther, (what is not argumentative, but expre({s) 
the Time of parliamentary Vacation is altered by latter Laws; as that cal- 
led the Triennial Aét, Temp. Car.1, and 16 Car. II, which repeals the 
other. It is thereby enacted, That, hereafter, the Sitting and Holding of 
Parliaments fhall not be intermitted, or deferred, above three Years; which 
amounts to an Allowance of a Vacation not exceeding three Years. That 
Parliament had then been continued above four Years: And this Queftion, 
if it fhould turn upon the Reafoning on the other Side, would avoid all the 
Aéts of Parliament made after the Year expired ; which would make ftrange 
Work with the Laws of this and other Parliaments, ‘Therefore the Ex- 
ception fhews more of Impudence in moving it, than Reafon for any 
Scruple. 

LXX. This was the Queftion, as to the Subftance, fo far as it came to 
be debated in the Houfes; which I have premifed, that the Cafe may be 
cleared, before Icome to the Manner of urging the Diffolution; which, in 
a Cafe of fo little Doubt, will appear very extraordinary. For the Faction 
making Account, that a Rabble, brought down to appear at Weftminfter on 
the Day of the Parliament’s Meeting, after this long Prorogation, would 
affect the Spirits of the Generality of the Peers, and fuftain the Party that 
was to make the Motion in the Ioufes, for the Parliament to be declared 
diffolved, the Emiffaries had fent down from Wapping and Southwark a 
choice Ront, to give Attendance in the Rooms about the Houfes of Par- 
liament, Abundance of indifferent Folks came for News, becaufe the 
Party (as their Way is) had fent forth, and difperfed a Fame of a wonder- 
ful Attack, that was to be made upon the Houfes of Parliament in their 
very Faces, All this Company, together, looked odly. But to fhew ma- 
nifeftly that this Mob-aflembly was drawn together for the Purpofe of 
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Tgror, I thalladd a Relation taken out of one of the factious * Pamphlets, 
viz. “On Monday 5 February, the Parliament (as they call themfelves) or 
“ ‘the Convention (as I hear others generally call them) met. And, at 
the fame Time, a vaft Number of People filled Wefiminfter Hall, the 
Court pf Requefts, the painted Chamber, the Lobbies, and all the Places 
near fhe Parliament Houfe, that the like was never feen upon the Mect- 
ing o&this, or any other Parliament, in our Memory. They did ear- 
neftly“deftre and expect they would declare themfelves to be no Parlia- 
ment, When the King was come, the Commons were fent for up to 
the Houfe of Lords, As foon as the Speeches were made, and the Com- 
mons were withdrawn, a Bill was offered to be read, but the Duke of 
Bucks defired to be firft heard. Who faid, it was clear the Parlia- 
ment was diffolved, for which Opinion he gave his Reafons. No 
fooner had the Duke ended his Speech, but my Lord Fretchvui/e moved 
to have him called to the Bar.—-~The Earl of Shaft/bury faid, that 
would be taking away Liberty of Speech,” 

LXXI. So the Narrator, who may be confulted for the farther Circum- 
ftances which the Party thought fit to publith of this Affair, with the fcan- 
dalous Reflections, by this and other Pamphlets, caft upon the Parliament 
itfelf. And the Speeches on the Subject (which, befides Bucks, were of 
Shaftfobury, Salifoury, and Wharton) were alfo printed, and are to be 
found in the State Traéts. So concerned have they been to preferve the 
Teftimony on their own Side, that Pofterity might, if poffible, have a to- 
lerable Opinion of their Proceedings. But, it feems, the Houfe of Peers 
thought fit to fend the four {peeching Lords to the Tower, This was fome 
Check ; yet the Game was not defperate, but the Point was maintained by 
the Partifans at Coffee-houfes and Clubs, as alfo in numerous Pamphlets, 
One could come into no Company, nor be competent for ordinary Con- 
verfe, without being able to argue the Point of Law, whether the Parlia- 
ment was diffolved or not. Even the withdrawing Rooms of the Ladies 
were infected with it. 

LXXII. But the Language of the Party-Men was rigid and {upercilious, 
as may be gathered out of their Remains in Print. They faid, that the 
King was indeed Judge of the Need, but muft hold to the Year, to which 
he was peremptorily bound: Will he, nill he, that muft be. And if they 
have not conftantly obferved thofe Statutes, that doth not render them of leis 
Force; becaufe it is an Offence in the King not to fulfill the Law. Doth 
nothe cull and diffolve? Is it not he that is bound? Shall the Laws of Se- 
curity be turned into mere Advices? This Parliament hath fat, ‘till it is not 
the Reprefentative of the Nation, for above Half of the Electors are dead, 
They are not owned, in a legal Capacity, todo Good or Hurt. “Their Day 
is gone, and Power expired, They muft not think to falve their Authority 
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by their own Vote, for no Parliament, that is not antecedently fo (faid thry) 
can make itfelf a Parliament by Vote. They muft not think that “the 
People of England will do that Indignity to their Laws, that Difhonour’to 
the Finger of God, which, by fo ftupendous and over-ruling Providence, 
hath diffolved them, any more to own them for tueir Reprfentative. 
Wherefore, unlefs they will ftand on Record as Oppreffors of the Reople of 
England, Jet not the vain Pretenfions delude them, that no Precedents 
can be found, that an Engli/b Parliament hath hanged up another, An un- 
precedented Crime calls for an unprecedented Punifhment. And we faith- 
fully promife, (fay they in Print) we will ufe our utmoft-Endeavours, when 
a new Parliament fhall be called, to choofe fuch as fhall. They exhort 
the People not to obey their Laws, nor pay Taxes, till their Validity be 
tried at Law: And that Juries would not find againft their Neighbours. 
They ftyled thefe three, 1. The Bifhops ; 2. The Court Lords; and, 3. The 
Popifh Lords, a new triple League; and the reft of the Peers were their 
Allies: And the Houfe of Commons, French, or Court Penfioners, indi- 
gent of outlawed, Children, Fools, or fuch as are fuperannuated. And at 
this Rate went on their Difcourfes, and * Pamphlets, while the Four 
Lords lay in the Tower ; for fo long there was Life in the Caufe, 

LXXII. But, at length, as was touched, the Mine broke inwards, and 
blew up the Engineers, For both Lords and Commons refented this Infult 
as an Affront to the Legiflature. But the Commons did not follow the 
Pattern the Lords had fet, by committing any of their Members, who ar- 
gued in the Houfe for the Diffolution ; which puts me in Mind of what I 
heard a wife Man fay at that Time, viz. That it was a Symptom the Par- 
liament was not long lived, when the Commons fuffered themfelves to be 
taken by the Beard and fhaken by fach People, as managed this Talk, with- 
out making terrible Examples of a Crew of Underminers that fo defperate- 
ly affronted them. But the Author thinks they did a great deal, in ven- 
turing to vote themfelves a Parliament; and, in true Libel Strain, fays, 
The Miniftry could not bear to think of parting with a Parliament, which 
they bad been at a prodigious Expence to keep in a giving Humour. And 
then for the Commons, the major Part of them had as good Reafon to keep 
their Places in the Houfe, that, by Offices, or Penjfions, bad beer fo beneficial 
to them; and which indeed bad coft them a dear Purchafe. For, upon the 
Death of any of the old Members, few or none bad been chofen to fucceed 
them, without a prodigious Expence; which muft have been as great a Folly 
in them, as.it was a Shame to the Nation, if they bad not known how, by 
their Votes and Engagements, to reimburfe themfelves. How can one di- 
ftinguith this Piece of Hiftory from the moft factions Rabble Talk, and 
Libels, I Jaft gave an Account of? And it was Need to have fuch a Paras 
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|XXIV. There needs only a Perufal of this choice Paffage, out of a 
compleat Hijtory, to frame an Idea of the whole Work. It is all he fays 
obérvable in this whole Bufinefs, touching which, he brazenly fides with 
a Rgbble-backed Faction, againft the whole legiflative Power; faying all 
the Evil he can imagine, without any Authority or Warrant, One would 
think hefhad the Accounts of the fecret Service by him, or that he wrote 
in a Sainklike Age, when no Officer or Penfioner appeared within St. Ste~ 
phen’s WailS, or when no Perfons fold themfelves to their Shirts in Com- 
petitions to be chofen. All be fays here, in a libellous Senfe, may, in 
fome Meafure, fit every Parliament ; fo that whofo will caft a Stone at the 
beft of them, may ufe it accordingly, But it is his Way, to take all Oc- 
cafions to improve Calumny. If his Relation, here given, be attentively 
confidered, it will appear, that, as in Matters of greater Moment, fo here, 
one cannot gather from him any Thing of the Merits of the Caufe, or 
what Shape it had, whereby to form a Judgment; but, inftead of the Mat. 
ter-of Faét (as one would expect) he glances forth his falfe Colours, What 
Fact he is pleafed to deal out, is only in Scraps, juft enough to ftick his 
Slanders upon, and if thofe would fubfift, (any more than Form) without 
Matter, we fhould have none at all. 

LXXV. As here again: The Duke of Bucks argued with great Ap- 
pearance of Reafon, and greater Wit, — defiring (as in fuch Cafes is ufual) 
that the Fudges might give their Opinions, and offered to maintain it againft 
them. lis Grace had a great Mind to banter the twelve Judges. But, in 
Earneft, fhould we not conclude the Duke in the Right, when they would 
not accept his Challenge ? The Cafe muft needs be obvioufly clear in Law; 
and there’s the Caufe now, why the Author mentions this Provocation to 
the Judges, faying, it is ujual, Gc. Now he doth not know, or knavithly 
conceals, that the Judges in Parliament have a ftanding Declinatory upon 
Record, which ferves to fcreen them from interpofing their Opiptons in 
Matters of Government, fuch as is the Being of the Parliament. In old 
Time, upon the like Queftion put to them, it was anfwered, that fuch 
Matters were above their Knowledge. And ever fince it hath not been 
ufual (though the Author ignorantly, as I take it, affirms the contrary) to 
put Queftions of State to the Judges. So what becomes of his Grace’s im-~ 
proper Defy to them? 

LXXVI. But the Author fays, The Motion relifhed fo ill with the Mi- 
nifiry, that one of them moved —to the Bar. 1 do not remember that 
the Lord Fretchvile, that my other libellous Author fays moved to the Bar, 
or Tower, was a Minifter of State at that Time. But, to fhew an Inftance 
of the Author’s tacking the Terms, uled of late, to the Affairs of that Time, 
one of his libelling Arts, I muft tell him, that the Word Minrffry was not 
then in Ufe, but Counfellors, or Courtiers. For the King hirafelf then took 
fo much upon him, that the Minifters had not that aggregate Title, as if 
the Government had been but a Party, and the Minifters fwayed i* as they 
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were difpofed to favour, or to frown. But, to goon: The Farl of Shefet- 
bury oppofed this, and did, with Courage, and Sharpnefs of Application, fecond 
and enforce the Duke of Bucks’s Motion, and the Earl of Salifbury, and 
Lord Wharton fell in boldly on the fame Side, but the Majority Adack! 
to be opprefled with Numbers, fuch Champions, in fuch a Caufe,: notwith- 
ftanding thefe fhining Colours given us here of — Courage, —~ frorp Ap- 
plication, — fall in boldy! O, for a Taffo or Ariofic, to deféribe the 
Battle, which ended in an Order of the Houfe of Lords, fof thé fending 
thefe four noble Peers, Advocates for the Diffolution, to the Tower. 

LXXVII. Muft not any one, that reads this, knowing no better, conclude, 
asif it were plainly expreficd, that thefe noble Patriot Lords moved a Point 
of Law, clear asthe Sun, on the Side of the People, againft this Affembly, 
called a Parliament; but that they were born down by a Majority, fwayed 
by a corrupt Miniftry ; and thereby a beggarly, bribed, and, what is 
worfe, diffolved Parliament was kept on Foot, to do the Work of Popery, 
and to enflave the Nation? All which is both falfe and wicked Libel. 
For, in Truth, the Parliament were as fierce, in all Points of Fears and 
Jealoufies, as the moft fufpicious would defire; and far enough from com- 
plying with the Court, even in, what was about that Time moft preffed 
upon them, Money ; much lefs Popery and Slavery, which lie concealed 
under the Author’s handling of this Mob-Diffolution ; for which he might 
have had more Colour, if all the Addreffes, Meflages, and Votes, were 
not, as they are, extant in Print, But the true Caufe of this Infult was, as 
I hinted, that the Parliament, though averfe enough to the Court, could 
not be drawn to Extremities, tending to pull the Crown and Monarchy 
Piecemeal; but hitherto maintained its Foundations with Refolution. Me- 
thinks, a compleat Hifforian might have found this, fo apparent and de- 
monftrated by what came after, and have alledged it, though couched, 
as only the Infinuation of fome People (forfooth) that he might be able, fo 
far, to purge himfelf, as not concealing what all knowing People then 
were, and now are fatisfied, was the Truth of the Matter, 

LXXVIIL. But it is moft remarkable, even tothe Degtee of a Jeft, 
that, if any Credit may be given tothe Letters of Mr. Colman (of which 
afterwards) the whole Popifh Intereft was engaged, together with thefe Pa- 
triots and their long Train, in the good Work of getting this Parliament 
diffolved. The French were folicited to lend Money on that Account ; 
and Coleman was fo forward, as to have framed an Inftrument, in the Na- 
ture of a Declaration, to be publifhed for making known the King’s Rea- 
fons for fo doing.. And this was found among his Papers, and publifhed 
with hi3 Letters; a Perufal of which will fhew much of the factious Ex- 
ception to the Parliament at that Time. So ftrangely did Papift and Fa- 
natic, or (as it ftood then) the Anticourt Party, p---s in a Quill; agreeing 
in all Things that tended to create Troubles and Ditturbances, and fo to 
endanger the legal Eftablifhment of Church and State in England, Ido 
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but,touch, the Inftances of this wonderful Union, as they fell in my Way, 
defiring they may be remembered when I come to that Matter exprefs ; but 
here they fufficiently confute the Author’s Invention of the Papifts hating 
this goble Earl. A new Edition of his Book would fell admirably, if, in- 
ftead of compleat Hiftory, it were titled, Lyes wrote in Water Colours. 
LX¥UK. After this Commitment, the three Lords, Bucks, Salifbury, and 
Weberine peicn the King, with a Recantation of this Opinion touching 
the Parliaiient’s being diffolved, and were by his Majefty difcharged. But 
Shaftfbury, being a Peer of more Conftancy, did petition indeed, and more 
than once, but ftill without fuch a Recantation of this Opinion as was fa- 
tisfactory, fo he lay by it. Then, the Parliament being adjourned (not pro- 
rogued) his Lordfhip thought he had a fair Opportunity to trouble the Wa- 
ters, and, perhaps, get his Liberty, with a Sa/vo to his Dogma, which he 
laboured hard to preferve entire. He brought his Habeas Corpus retornable 
at the Kixz’s-Bench, whereupon he was brought up, and the Return was 
read, which was of the Order of the Houfe of Lords for his Commitment, 
viz. February 6, 1678.—« To be kept in fafe Cuftody, during his Ma- 
« jefty’s Pleafure, and the Pleafure of the Houfe, for high Contempts and 
« Mifdemeanors againft the Houfe.” There was a deal of arguing by the 
Lawyers of factious Practice one after another, to fhew that his Lordfhip 
ought to be difcharged or bailed; and they were anfwered by Mr. Attorney~ 
General, and others of the King’s Counfel, and, at length, the Court gave 
their Sentence, that his Lordfhip ought to be remanded, and not bailed nor 
difcharged. This was done /eriatim with Reafons, which, being fhortly ex- 
prefled by the Lord Chief Juftice Rainsford, I will give them in his Words, 
taken out of the Print, w/z. “ The Court hath no Jurifdiction of this Caufe: 
“ And therefore the Form of the Return is not confiderable. We ought 
not to extend our Jurifdiction beyond the due Limits: And the Actions 
of our Predeceffors will not warrant us in fuch an Attempt. The Confe- 
quence would be very mifchievous, if this Court fhould deliver a Member 
of the Houfe of Peers and Commons who is committed, for thereby the 
Bufinefs of the Parliament may be retarded. For, it may be, the Com- 
mitment was for evil Behaviour, or indecent Reflections on other Mem- 
bers, to the Difturbance of the Affairs of the Parliament. The Commit- 
ment, in this Cafe, is not for fafe Cuftody, but he is in Execution of the 
Judginent given by the Lords for a Contempt. Therefore, if he fhould 
be bailed, he would be delivered out of Execution, For a Contempt 
in Facie Curia, there is no. other Judgment or Execution. Therefore 
he ought to be remanded. I give no Opinion whether it would be other- 
wife in cafe of a Prorogation.” - 
LXXX. I-need not ftay to fhew that Difference, for it is a common No- 
ticn in our Law, that an Adjournment is a continual Seffion, and a Proroga- 
tion a Vacation of Parliament. Now would it not bea Jett, if Mefminfier- 
Hail fhould, fitting the Parliament, turn out their Prifoners for Breaches of 
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Privilege and Contempts? Or to bail them under their Nofes? And then, 
to what Trial? There is nothing fo Impudent and Senfelefs, which that Fa- 
Ction, and their learned Counfel, would not urge to the Courts of Juftice 
about that Time, if it was fet up by them, and was to ferve any Turn 
of theirs; of which, among many, as may in Courfe be produced, this is 
a clear Inftance. It was the Cafe of a Peer, Head of a, Party rips, for Cla- 
mour, elfe the Pretence had been refelled upon the Opening ; by‘, for the 
Caufe afore hinted, the Judges thought fit to give their adaware ertatim, 
after folemn Argument had. I guefs the Earl had more Reach in this Bul. 
nefs than did appear, or any, out of his Cabal, thought of, And that was 
to try the Temper of the Multitude that he was to work with, whether they 
would {wallow nonfenfe or no, For if not, there was no Good to be done 
with them at prefent; and the Fire muft be a little more exafperated, . to 
work them upto a Pitch, At prefent his Lordfhip made the utmoft of his 
Point ; I fay his, becaufe it was not doubted but he, with iie-Council of 
Party-Leguleians, invented this Queftion upon the Parliament, and then, 
what was wanting, in Law and common Senfe, was to be made good by 
Party. But his Lordfhip, finding that few or none came over to his Side, 
and he had no other Expedient for his Liberty, his great Heart condefcended 
to petition, and therein to recant in due Form ; and fo, by the King’s Order, 
he was difcharged. And there ended this Ignis fatuus, which made a great 
Stir while it glared in our Parliamentary Horizon. 

LXXXI. But now Right muft be done to the Author, who employs all 
his Art, fhuffling and cutting, to bring his Peer off this Bufinefs with Ho- 
nour, and to perfuade his Readers, that his Lordfhip was all along in the 
Right, and King, Lords, Commons, and Judges, all in the Wrong, to op- 
prefs his Lordfhip after this Manner, as they did. We have not forgot 
what Perfecutions depended on the Anger of the Papifts, This is a Begin- 
ning, for he was kept Prifoner, although by Law he ought to have been 
bailed. And why? The Author fays the Earl fpoke bim/elf, with great Rea- 
Jon and Eloquence, for the Liberty of the Subje& and bis own Difcharge, Yet— 
Note here the Liberty of the Subject is brought in Neck and Heels, as they 
fay, that the Earl might be popular, ftanding up for the Rights of the Peo- 
ple; although in all that which his Lordfhip faid at the Hearing, there is 
nothing at all by him argued of the fubject Matter; fo far from being an 
Advocate at large for the Liberty of the People, as here is counterfeited, But 
mark the Emphafis of that Yer—the Yudges denied him Redrefs. Doth not 
this fay plainly the Judges did him wrong ; nay more, delivered up the 
Liberty of the People, for which his Lordfhip fpoke fo eloquently? Redrefs 
and Wesong are Relatives, and imply each other; the former is ever due 
becaufe it fupporteth the latter, Why could not the Author have faid what 
was true, v72f, that the Judges, upon full Hearing, were of Opinion that 
his Lordthip could not, in that Cafe, be bailed by Law; with the fhort 
Reafen, that the Caufe was out of their JurifdiGion? Or why did not he 
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make Ufe of the * Print to extra@ a fhort State from? He had it before 
im, or elfe he was poorly furnifhed with Materials for a compleat Hiftory, 
Bot, with fignal Fraud, firft he commends the Earl’s Speech, without a 
Wagd of the Matter, and then, Yer, &c. Now, to thew he had the Print 
by hig, Jand that he has wilfully fuppreffed the Truth here; obferve the 
Title B e of the Bgok, and you will find this expreffed, viz. « With 
** a Spedgh of the worthy Earl, pleading his own Caufe, and the Liberty of 
“ the Subject.” This very pathetic Sentence the Author has ftole, and put 
in his Book here, as I fet them down before ; which do vary only a little in 
the Order of the Words, but are the fame Conceit and Senfe exactly ; 
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Page, coined for the felling Defign of the Hawkers. 

‘LXXXIT. But, after all, were not the Judges corrupt? For the Print, 
which the Earl himfelf put out, fays “ Juftice Twi/den was abfent, but he 
« defired -fffice ‘Fones to declare, that his Opinion was, that the Party 
“ ought to be remanded.” Now nothing is more ufual than this Courfe, 
in Cafe of an abfent Judge, when the Opinion is folemnly given; for the 
public Satisfaction therein is greater. But, fays the Author, One of them 
declaring, before the Caufe was heard, that the Court could not help him. 
If he had declared otherwife, he had been an Ignoramus. But, obferve 
the Infinuation, I know not whether his Mother Wit helps him, or fome 
extraordinary Infpiration; but, it is certain, the Scandal here is notably 
couched: For is it not ftrange a Judge fhould give his Sentence before he 
heard the Caufe? The Papifts had great Power over him, to procure this 
prepofterous Judgment! Now, to folve the Riddle of this, we muft note 
a Difference between a Trial, and a Cafe upon Record. None can declare 
of the one antecedently, becaufe none can fay what may, or may not, be 
made the Cafe, or Faét, when proved, But the other is fixed, and cannot 
be diverfified, and may be fo plain (as it was here) that it fhall be ridicu- 
lous to pretend to argue it. And, in Matters fo prefixed, it is common 
Practice for Judges to confult one another, or put the Cafe at their Hall 
Table, and then declare in public, that their Brothers, upon putting the 
Cafe, were of tltat Opinion, Iam not fure the Author thought right, but, 
it is plain, His Malice lopes at a Venture, and his Ignorance is no Check 
to it, and it is a forry Thing, for his Sake, to make fuch trite Diftin@ions 
as thefe, But I have no Hopes he will walk fteddy, if any Thing of Law 
comes in his Way ; as here, he will have another Fling at this Judge Twif- 
den. —— And, being abjent when it came toan Hearing, he deputed Fudge 
- Jones to peak for him, that the Court fhould be unanimous. And, fo, the 
Confederacy of the Judges was fortified in giving a wrong Judgment, or, 
as the Author has it, Denial of Redre/i. How cleverly was it patched up 
by the feeming Unanimity? Good lack, that the Judge fhould be {0 con- 
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cerned! If this be not Popith hunting a Peer to Difgrace and Ruin, What 
is fo? But, I guefs, the Reputation of that excellent Judge will sa 
candid in Weffminfter Hall; and the Sentences of the Law, ag diverfe wf), 
T guefs, be derived from under him, will illuftrate his Learning and-juggce, 
againft the wicked Endeavours, and flanderous Pen, of this foul Wrjger to‘ 
the contrary, ‘in 
The King a- LXXXIII. But, obferve again, he has a Fling at the King, whof in thefe 
buted, and the mere Parliamentary Forms, is far enough, as one would think tym him. 
fe After he had told us that his Lordfhip’s Petition, not coming up to the 
dewar. Terms required, was rejected, he adds, When, finding it in vain to ap- 
ply longer to bis Majefty, ke bad Recourfe to the King’s Bench. What 
a Phiz of a Scandal is here upon the King, as if the Earl had done all 
that was poffible, by Way of Application, ec. but in vam? O tyrannous 
King! But the Author forgot the Reafon, which was tHe not retracting 
in due Form; that is, his Petitions were peremptory and fauc¥-“&be Author 
cannot fay he petitioned, as the other Lords did, If he had, it is well 
known, he had been, as they were, difcharged. But the King mutt be 
made a Monfter and Tyrant, at the Coft, not only of Truth, but common 
Senfe ; and no Wonder: Since the Author’s Papifts had fingled out his 
Lordfhip to be perfecuted extraordinarily, all Things muft conform. I cannot 
but reflect that fo much, as is faid here, to denude the falfe Malice of thefe. 
Reflections, may be thought fuperfluous, where it is fo manifeft; but I 
confidered that many of his Readers, for Want of fome Knowledge, or 
little thinking, though indifferent in the Main, may be-carried along with 
the Stream of his Writing, rather than take any Pains to ftem it; much 
more thofe, that are factious, and furrendered to his Bias, and ever willing 
.to lick up his Libel: I fay, Multitudes of this Sort may be fhared in his 
. Innuendo’s, and, not weighing the Rule, omnia prefiumunt folenniter effe 
atta, and conclude the whole Syftem of the National Authority, and 
Powers, all corrupted, in Prejudice of this noble Peer. I muft confef 
that, having a Reverence for fo muchas is called the Law, and the Mini- 
ftrators of itin that Time, I thought it reafonable to bid Defiance to this 
bold Traducer, and, turning him round, fhew his’‘Canvas Back, One that 
undertakes to calumniate Judges in Authority, and fworn, ought to bring, not 
only Matter wherein, but, Proof, when, how, and by whom corrupted, and 
then his Y¢¢ and other falfe Tropes might have been fpared, But no Doitof 
that appears from him; but the Eloquence of the Peer is Law, that is enough, 
think, I,may, without Injury to any Age, affirm, that, in no Time fince 
William the Conqueror, have the Laws been executed, in all the Courts of - 
Royal *Jurifdiction, with more Juftice, Decorum, and Impartiality, than 
in the Reign of King Charles Il. efpecially about that Time, and before 
the Nation came to be heated and difordered with Plots, when firft the 
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h& this noble Peer became a Martyr, under a Popifh Tribunal, for the 
ke whereof the Law itfelf muft {trike Sail to Libel. : 

XXXIV. I thought truly that I had done with this Bufinefs, but, go- 
in ‘found another Flap for the Houfe of Peers. The Author lets 
no Paflage, however trivial, efcape, if it may improve Calumny; and, com- 
monly\his Choice in taking up, or letting go, is wholly regulated by 
that Meare. Ont Aaron Smith, a furious Party Man, of whom we 
fhall hear much afterwards, a defperate Talker, and very bold, had often 
affirmed, and moft impudently, in public, that the Parliament was really, 
and legally diffolved. Upon Complaint to the Houfe, he was ordered to 
be taken up, or (abfconding) to be put in Proclamation. I think, this is 
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Hiftory enough for fuch a Paflage ; but we have the Order fet down at , 


large, and then, (this pious and refpeétful Glofs; That it was to reftrain, 
and terrify Peofhe from any fuch Freedoms of Difcourfe. Obferve the Squint 
here, ang~jGdge if the Author deferves not to be taken up, as well as 
Aaron, “Had the Houfe of Peers any Occafion to make tyrannous Orders 
torféftrain Mens Talk, as if they had done IH? Might not they punifh an 
open Offender? But he thinks that any Thing, joined with the Word Free- 
dom, will pafs ; which Word, of all thofe made up out of the twenty- 
four Letters, is, in common Notion, moft abufed; for it commonly pafles 
in Mens Fancies, without any Diftinétion at all. For, if it means an ab- 
folute Freedom, no Man in the World hath, or can have, a Title to it; for 
Freedom is confined only to indifferent Matters, where Laws and juft Au- 
thority doth not interpofe. But none is free to commit Crimes, and re- 
viling, or even depreciating the Authority of ordinary Magiftrates in the 
Nation, much more the Houfes of Parliament, is fuch, And the Author’s 
leud Freedom, in making this Reflection upon the Order of the Houfe of 
Peets againft a Malefactor, isa Crime, whether he ever be called to anfwer 
it, or no. 

LXXXYV. Our next Step is into the Midft of Oats’s Plot, aMyftery I intend 
to expofe the Author upon afterwards. At prefent, I have to obferve only, 
that the King was fo befieged with its Influences, and held to continual Strefs 
of Behaviour, that, hoping to gain a little Remiffion, or Paufe from Im- 
portunity, ih order to look about him, and to be a little better informed of 
his Enemies Lengths, as alfo, to try if any Thing would retund the Effi- 
cacy of that mifhapen Engine of Mifchief, which alarmed him without 
ceafing: In 167g, he ventured upon a moft dangerous Experiment; which 
was, the diffolving his Privy Council, and appointing a new,qne. And, 
in that, he took in the Earl of Shaft/bury, in the Place of Lord Prefident, 
and diverfe others of the prime Leaders of Faction. And, bgcaufe there 
were certain Pairs amongft them, as two Commoners, @c. Folks faid 
they went into the Council, as Beats went into the Ark. Jn fhort, there 
was a Mixture of inveterate Enemies, with fome fure Friends. . That this 
Change, being made for Reafons hinted, and during the Rage of the Plot, 
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Was not impolitic, nor really to be condemned, I fhall endeavour to yc 
clofe, when I cometo thew what that Plot meant. But here we take 
by the Out-fide, and upon the fame Foot as the Author, who fays it 
a Change the King might value himflf upon (he will allow hie he 
elfe of that Character, and {pares him this only, becaufe he underft ds, 
if the Defign had fucceeded, according to Expectation, it would hayfbeen 
a great Step to his Majefty’s Ruin ;) and farther he faye, Yr was grate- 
ful to both Houfes, and to all his Saithful Subjects; — there er, If 
he had faid to a Party only in both Houfes, we had been together. But I 
will not allow him, that even the Majority of the Members, at that Time 
(tightly informed) would have thought well of it. But, as for his Maje- 








- Aty’s faithful Subjects in general, and their being gratified, I am fure he 


all confidering Perfons thought that the King had rather Caufe to :be 
afhamed, as of the weakeft Thing he ever did in all his Li Ree looked to 
them, as if he was, like a Ship at high Water, upon the Turn to fur- 
render himfelf into the Hands of his Enemies, to be buffetted to attic 
by them ; the very Miftake his Royal Father fell under. They fuppofed 
he was betrayed by the fubtile and treacherous Promifes of them, whofe 
Study, Day and Night, it was to deftroy him. As.swhen their Predecef- 
fors told King Charles I. they would make him a glorious King; and fo 
they did indeed, whatever they meant. Now it was believed, that the 
Faction, being fatisfied the Work could not be done by their own Effica- 
cy, by Promifes of making all Matters eafy and pleafant, had prevailed 
upon the King to do it for them himfelf; and all upon Terms of trufting 
them, whofe Juftice, Fidelity, and good Nature, his Majefty’s own Father 
had _ proved. 

LXXXVI. Thefe were the Thoughts of thofe faithful Subjects (not 
of the Author’s Stamp, but) really fuch, who, being ftunn’d with a 
Change of this Nature, were melancholy to the laft Degree. They could 
not forefee where, or at what, the King would, or (if willing) could make 
a Stand ; but now concluded, that, having begun, he maft go on yielding 
every Thing to his Enemies; each Conceffion rendering him lefs able to refit 
the next Demand, till he was denuded of all his Prerogative and Power, 
as the Militia, Juftices, Lieutenancy, Navy, &c. And then, as the Party 
Men moft fcandaloufly gave out, to take up with a Miftrefs or two to” 
pals kis Time (having no Bufinefs) as they fuppofed his Humour ferved 
beft to be kept quiet. The Loyallifts knew not whofe Fortune it would 
be to be fit mortified. Butall, who had been actively fach, expected their. 
Turns., They had nothing to do, but to ftand filent and ftill, expecting 
the Event. * And, ina Word, the Difcouragement was fo great, that it was 
a Wonder hiv Majefty’s Friends did not fall from him, or that any were 
left to ftand the Brunt in his Interefts. So apt are People, in this wicked 
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fays falfe. And, for the A@ion itfelf, not only his ee Subjects, but 
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World, -in dangerous Cafes, to make timely Provifion for themfelves, not 
\aring what becomes of the reft, 
, XXVHL. But a littl Time and Obfervation difipated thefe Clouds, But foon found 
Wyethat, in this Change, the King did not yield out ‘of Weaknefa, *!**" 
hat he did, was upon a politic View. And, wherdas the Faétion 
intenfed to make a Property of him, he made fure Work in ferving his 
own Turn upon them; but not without immenfe Hazards, as the Nature 
of the Thing fhews. And, accordingly, by this very remarkable State 
Art, his Majefly, at Length, po/f varios cafus, gained his End; which was, 
an Eftablifhment of his Intereft with his People, which the Fa@tion pri- 
marily and chiefly laboured to deftroy ; and, at the fame Time, Difcredit 
and Confufion to the Faétion, as the Sequel of Affairs, in the fhort Re- 
mainder of his Reign, have fhewed, and thefe Papers, I hope, will de- 
monftrate. 

LXX<V1T1. In this Manner, it foon appeared that the King himfelf, Defign to 

_thougf imbarked in a tottering Vefiel, was {teddy enough. He carried geet 

imfelf referved and fwimming, and by no Means would quit the Helm, ees 
He held a watchful Eye over his fine new Company, left, by fome Sur- 
prife, Chains might.be put over him and his Authority, as the Party 
firmly purpofed, and now verily thought they fhould compafs, They 
opened their Campaign, by turning out, of all Commiffions and Trofts, 
the King’s known Friends, that were called the Church and Loyal Party; 
which was to be done under Pretence of reforming the Commiffions of the 
Peace and Lieutenancy, fo as none but known Proteftants be left therein ; 
which they faid muft be done to fatisfy the People. The grofs Aim of 
this was to put out of Credit and Authority all the Loyal Gentlemen and 
Citifens, and to put rank Party-Men into theirRooms; which would have 
a rare Influence upon Parliamentary Elections all over England: And the 
like was to have been as to other Commiffions of 'Truft, and Profit, and 
Places at Court, and even about the King’s Perfon. Diverfe of the Coun- 
cil appeared againft thefe Doings, faying it was utterly inconfiftent with 
the King’s Service, to difplace Men without fome Misbehaviour on their 
Parts. And then the Lord Swxder/and, who, upon the Regulation, came in 
as Secretary, in his Court Tune (for which he was very particular, and, in 
fpeaking, had made it almoft a Fafhion to diftend the vocal Letters) Whaat, 
faid he, if bis Maajefty taarn out faarty of us, may not he have faarty 
athors to faarve bim as well? and whaat maatters who faarves bis Maa- 
jefty, fo lang as his Maajefty is faarved? Such Reafoning faarvgd, for Want 
of better, 

LXXXIX. But, in good Earneft, the Rolls of the Juftices were*ordered The fame wit- 
to be laid before the Council, in order to be reformed. And (as fome pre- tily'baffied. 
fent related) it was pleafant to fee with how much Wit and good Humour, 
the King ordered Affairs, to difappoint thefe Reformers. He would not 
fuffer the Roll, that was begun with, to be out of his own Hand, but pre- 
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tended to mark the Alterations upon ithimfelf, hen, as many of the Couh- 
cil moved for ‘Alterations upon the Account of good or bad Men (Terms of" 
Art, which, for Brevity, they ufed to fignify fuch as the Paty ke 
would have pit out, or not) if the King was content a Man fhows tgie 
made a Mark at his Name ; but, if he would not part with him, he f 
fome jocular Reafon to let him ftand; as that he was a good Céicker, 
underftood Hunting, kept a good Houfe, had good Chines of Beef, kept 
good Fox Hounds, or fome fuch indifferent Matter, which it @vas ridicu- 
lous-to contradiét or difpute upon. And, in this Manner, he fruftrated all 
their Intent, as to Removes, and, by croffing and puzzling the Work, made 
a plain Demonftration to his fatious Counfellors, that they fhould not have 
their Will of him in what they intended, viz. to dafh the beft Friends he 
had, all over England, in the Face with fuch Affronts.  % ; 
‘The Pg XC. In thort, finding they could not prevail, they let the Bufinefs drop ; 
deer, and I do not know that any one Roll was, in this Manner, hly per- 
ufed. This, and other Prefumptions of the King, in giving the Rule of 
his own Affairs decifively, malgre all they could fay to the contrary, i 
the Party quite weary of the Council. For, faid they, we do but fcreen 
him, and credit his Affairs, by being here; we gain no Points confiderable. 
What fhould we ftay for? And, accordingly, upon Occafion taken, fome 
asking Leave to withdraw, and others abfenting, and the Earl of Shafé/- 
bury by a dire Difcharge, the Council was cleared of them. By which 
it was manifeft that the whole Party prevaricated, when, in numerous 
Speeches, they pretended that all Grievances were for Want of good Coun- 
fellors, and that, if Perfons were in the Council, that were not of arbitrary 
Principles, or Popithly affected, all would be well. For fach would in- 
form his Majefty truly what was for his Service, and warn him of his 
People’s Rights, and againft Popery. They doubted not but the King 
would hearken to good Counfel, if there were any Perfons near him, that 
would advife- him. This was the popular Cant in Place there. Very 
well; be it fo, faid the King, come, be Counfellors yourfelves, and offer 
what you think fit, by Way of Advice, in Council. One would think this 
had been a fair Step towards fatisfying them. No, thatewould not do; 
their Counfel mutt not only be given, but taken. It was not Counfelling, 
but Ruling, they came for. If they could not (in the Lingua of out Eajt 
Angles) have t’one, they would have none of t’other. They did not con- 
fider itas a Duty to advife the King, whenever called to it, or commanded ; 
and that the Determination was the King’s, not their’s, who ought not, for 
that Caufe; to have deferted, But this, and worfe, was agreeable enough 
to the Duty which the Fattion, in thofe Times, paid to their Sovereign, 
Scotland in XCI. It fnay not be amifs to touch fome other Initances of Offence, 
tea taken by thef€ Gentlemen, that provoked them to withdraw their Ade 
du@ of Lax vice; which may introduce fome Matters, fit to be taken Notice of in 
eae Hiftory, and alfo thew the Author’s Partiality and Suppreffions of Tru h: 
For 
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Fé: all, that is not pliable to Faction, but any Way favours the King, is by 
im whipt out of the Way. And I choofe to infert them he’e, becaufe the 

le Earl of Shaftfoury, whofe CharaGter and Aétions have denominated 
thig Gheeter, was either openly, or underhand, concerned ir; the Dire@tion 
or Nonfequences of them, whether terminating in the State‘of the Publick, 
‘cr h¥\own particular Safety. The firft Paflage, that I fhall mention, hap- 
pened upon the Field-conventicling Rebellion in Scotland. It is well known 
that, by the prudent Conduct of the Duke of Lauderdale, Scotland was in 
a Pofture, not only of Safety, but (if needed) of giving Affiftance to the 
King, A Law being paft there, while he was Commiffioner; for fettling a 
Militia, in which was a Claufe that obliged them, with about Twenty 
thoufand Men, .to march where the King’s Safety or Honour required, 






This was quite éounter to the brotherly Af—iftance in —41. For, inftead of 


beginning a Rebellion from thence, they were obliged to fupprefs whoe- 


ver begap~it7~Which reverfe Procefs very much difturbed our Fation, as 
_appesein all the public Inftances, touching the Duke of Lauderdale, 
‘Gr there were heavy Complaints againft him, for that Matter, as for hav- 
ing got a ftanding Army eftablifhed by a Law. And all poffible Endea- 
vours were ufed to get him removed, and diverfe Charges upon him, of 
arbitrary Speeches and Defigns, were alledged; but, in fhort, he was an in- 
expugnable Loyallift, and kept the Door of Scotland clofe fhut: No Harm 
could get in or out there whilft he was Commiffioner; which, in the Senfe 
of the Earl of Shaft/bury, and of the Party the Author has put under his 
Direction, was the worft of Offences; and they had Reafon, as the Sequel 
will fhow. And the fame Reafons wrought as ftrong on the King’s Side, 
who never could be prevailed with to part with his Commiffioner. In the 
mean Time, all the Party foul Mouths vented the utmoft Obloquy, that 
could be invented againft him, as if‘he had been the bafeft of Men; which 
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yet, though derived upon factious Confederacy, is a Blemith upon his Me. ° 


mory ; and the modern Time-ferving Hiftorians chime in with it, though moft 
injurious to the Character and Honour of the beft and wifeft Statefman that 
ever England had. Aliquid berebit. 

XCII, Whersthe News came of the Murther of the Bifhop of ‘St. 4n- 
drew’s, and a dangerous Rebellion of the Field-Conventiclers broke out 
in Scotland ; folemn Confideration thereupon, and alfo of the Methods fit 
to be taken for the Suppreflion of it, was had by the King in Cguncil. 
The Lord Rufel, one of the Commoners that came in upon the Reform, 
took occafion to ftand up and begin a Speech, faying he was fa far from 
wondering that this Trouble happened now, that he rather wondered it did 
not happen long ago, fince his Majefty had thought fit to retain Incendi- 
aries near his Perfon, and in his very Council. As he was going on, 
the Duke of Lauderdale, fuppofing he intended to urge to the King the 
Matter of the Parliamentary Addreffes againft him, ftood up, and frid that he 
did not know but this Debate might terminate in him; therefore, if his Ma- 
jefty pleafed, he would withdraw. No, zo; faid the King; moving only 
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bis Hand, fit down, my Lord; this is not a Place for Addrefes. The 
Suddennefs angi Wit of this Check caft fuch a Damp upon the Défign, a 
it went no fapher, It was not long after this, that Oats and Fala Ze 
whom I fay ‘no more here) were heard upon Articles again {test a 
Chief Juftice Scroggs, before the King in Council; and, for Failug€ of 
Proof, the Lord Chief Juftice was difmiffed, and left to take his nedy 
at Law. Upon this Occafion, as if Criminals had their Protection there, 
and good Plot Evidence did not prevail; the Lord Raffel, and, 1 think, 
his Fellow Commoner, Mr. Henry Powell, and fome others, defired his Ma- 
jefty’s Leave to abfent themfelves from the Council, and the King anfwered 
immediately, 4y, ay, with all my Heart. That Paffage declared, that all Hopes 
of the Good, intended to flow out of this reformed Council, were fruftrate. 
The Matterof XCII. I think it reafonable now to purfue the Relation of what hap- 
the conver, pened upon that conventicling Rebellion, till, by the Rg at Bothwell 


fcling oo Bridge, it was determined. The Government of Scotland, fling en- 


fend difcour- tirely to their own Forces, had fent to the King for Affitance, ag tht 
a fome of his regular Troops might be fent down, to a@ in Conjun i 
All which was thought fit, and fo ordered, and the Duke of Monmouth 
was appointed to command the whole Force againft the Rebels; and the 
Lord Grey of Wark, who had a great Eftate upon the Borders, was to 
command the Horfe. This Difpofition in the Council favoured a little of 
the Reform. And it was reafonable to wonder, that fo great a Truft fhould 
be repofed in Perfons that, every one thought, were deep in Intrigue with 
the whole rebellious Faétion in both Kingdoms. But ‘nothing is ftrange, 
after we have refleéted on what followed, which was a Queftion of Law, 
raifed by the Party-Men, and ventilated about, that this March was un. 
lawful, being againft the Pacification Treaty made in the Reign of King 
Sames I. where it is articled, «“ That neither Kingdom {hall hoftilely in- 

.  vade the other;” and thefe Forces (faid they) going into, are Invaders of 
Scotland. Abundance of the feeming careful Party fhaked their Heads, 
faying they could not tell; there might be a great Deal in it. But, at 
Length, the Attorney General, and thofe of the Council, that were of the 
Profeffion of the Law, being pofitive there was no Colourgfor the Scruple, 
it was laid afide, And how ridiculous was it, not only in Law, but in 
common Senfe, to fay Forces, come in Aid of a Nation again{t Rebels, and 
at their own Defire, could be conftrued an hottile Invafion? But it is Mat. 
ter of fact, that, upon Pretence of this Scruple, the Lord Grey of Wark 
laid down his Commiffion, and refufed to go; whether really for this 
Caufe, or ‘other private Reafons refpecting the Duke of 3fonmourh (whom, 
for donmeftic Caufes, he hated) did not appear.. But afterwards, in the 
Reign of King Janies W. when the Duke came from Eicliand, the Lord 
Grey of Wark ferved in the fame Command under hin:; and whether at 
the Battle of Sedrmore, he did not more regard Revenge to his private 
Wrongs, than the Succefg of that Enterprife, is as dark as the other, But 
this 
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thif' vainiSeruple (hews clearly the Impudence of the Faction at that Time, 

“yhat would infift, in the Face of the Government, upon arrant Nonfenfe, 
as] fhall have like Occafion to obferve in diverfe other Inftances, And it 
Si fetatrs Concern of theirs for the Rebels; why elf thould they, by 
fooMh Cavils, endeavour to ftay the Forces going in Aid to fuppre(s 
them}, But I thall elucidate that Matter againft our Author, who, to cover 
his Preibyterian Party here, fays that the wicked Murder of the Archbifhop 
of St, Andrews, and Infurreétion, was of the Rigid Prefbyterians; as if 
the Nen-rigids, there and here, had no Hand in it, or were not as very 
Prefbyterians as they. The Author fhould have termed them the Enfans 
perdus, or Forlorn Hope of the Prefbyterians, to make the Onfet, while 
the main Body prepared to come on, 

XCIV. I faid the Employment of the Duke of Monmouth, as General, 
in this Expeditign, was a great Truft; and, according to the Tendency of 
that Time, andi*as moft People feared, a Means (poffibly) to have ruined 
the Kjag. And, if he had gonc with a Latitude of Power, to fight, or 

“item; as he thought fit, which was to have been Part of his Commifiion, 
it had been eafy, upon Pretence of treating, to have colluded with the 
Enemy, and fo kept the War on Foot, till perhaps it had been feconded 
from England, and then he had had a notable Game to have play’d for 
himfelf. And it was not without fome fuch View, that, as his Orders 
were firft fettled in Council, he would have had that Scope to have made 
Ufe of as he pleafed, or as his Advifers fhould have prompted, Diverfe 
of the good-natured (if not fearful) Perfons at the Board, approved of fuch 
a Truft in the General; for why, faid they, fhould fo much Blood, and of 
thofe deluded Miferables, be fpilt, if they are willing to lay down their 
Arms on fit Terms? Very few, if any, fpoke to the contrary, and the 
Duke of Lauderdale, whofe chief Care it was, faid not one Word ; and 
fo the Orders were taken to be fixed, and the Party Advices to Friends 
abroad went forth accordingly, When the King rofe from Council, the 
Duke of Lauderdale followed him into the Bedchamber, where, having 
him alone, he asked his Majefty, if he intended to follow his Father ? 
Why, faid the King? Becaufe, Sir, faid the Duke, you have given that 
General Ordtrs to treat; the Confequence of which is encouraging and en- 
Jarging the Rebellion in Scetland, and raifing another, by Concert, in 
England, and then you are loft. Therefore, if you do not changesyour 
Orders, and fend them politive to fight, and not to treat, the Mifchiefs, 
that befell your Father in like Cafe, will overtake you. Why did you 
not, faid the King, urge this in Council? The Duke anfwered fugdenly, 
Were not your Enemies in the Reon? This touched the King fo fen- 
fibly, that, getting the better of his Propenfity to favour, and (under that 
Neiion to) truft the Duke of Monmouth, he caufed the Orders to be al- 
tered, and made as the Lord Commiffioner advifed; and, witha], adding 
this Inftrudtion, that the Orders were not to be opened, but at a Conncil 
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of War, and in Sight of the Enemy ; and this was done fo privatély, that 
none of the Haétion fo much as fmelt it cut. And the Event fufficiently- 
applauded this Counfel. For the Rebels at Bothwell, expecting a T rea 
found a Charge, which fo confounded them, that, without ftriki 
they all brokeNand were routed. Some may ask, how I came to kfow 
all this? I can anfwer very lawfully, which I think fofficient, , to 
fhew that the Faét, on the Scots Side, by an exact Conformity, verifies it, 
I will fubjoin an * Account of one prefent at the Action, as far as js per- 
tinent, which was publifhed near the Time. 

Rebels expe = XCV. “ Fune 22 1679. the Duke (of Monmouth} drew up his Forces 

acTieatys “at Bothwell Bridge, which the Rebels, lying on the other Side, had 
«< barricaded. Here a Paper is brought to the Lord General, by one of the 
«« Rebels, reprefenting, that they would lay down of Arms upon 





«no other Terms than thofe expreffed in their Declarationb; to which his 
“« Grace anfwered, viz, That thofe were deftruétive to th@-King’s Autho- 
“rity, and contrary to the fundamental Laws, and ranean 
« Kingdom: And that they were to expect no other Articles from hint™tet 
* to lay down their Arms, and render themfelves to the King’s Mercy. 
“ With this Anfwer they returned, defiring fome Time to confider, which 
* his Grace granted them. About Half an Hour after, the Rebels fent a 
«« Paper, by a Drummer, reprefenting, —— that they were informed his 
«« Grace came from England with Terms to be offered to them ; that they 
“ defired to know what he had to propofe, that they might advife, whe- 
“ ther the Terms were fuch as they could accept, or not. — Upon which 
“his Grace fent them Word, — that their Anfwer did not fatisfy him; 
“ and that, fince they trifled, he would receive no more Meffages from 
« them.” 

The Author XCVI, After this followed the Attack upon the Bridge, and the Rout, of 

dignifes this which this Book (cited in the Margin) gives a particular Account; and I 

Mater: may mention more of the Circumftances afterwards, but, at prefent, I 
have to do only with the Matter of a Treaty (which the Rebels expected) 
and not with the Sharps, which, to their great Surprife and Confufion, 
fell upon them. It appears plainly they had Intelligenceefrom Friends at 
London, who, being led by the open Determination in CounciP, and igno- 
rant of the Change of the Orders in private, gave them falfe Meafures, 
All which confidered, fhews the vaft Confequence of faithful Counfel in. 
dangerous Emergencies of State. And this, of the Lord Commiffioner, 
was moft (&gfonable, as well as wife, both in the Nature of the Thing, and 
in the Manner of conduGing it; and it fell out ina Conjuncture fo verti- 
cal, thdt, without it, both Nations might have plunged into a mifchievous 
Condition of Civil War, which that Aion at Bothwell happily prevented. 
But now, that we may not forget our Author, as we go along, let us ob- 


* Loyalty’s fevere Sammons to the Bsr of Confcience, 1681. 
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fefe how'little, or rather nothing, is touched by him, of this momentous 
Incident. He fays the Rigid Prefbyterians took Arms, ki'‘led an Arch- 
nes (cies Glafcow, and were routed, by the Duke of Monmouth, at 

wei Bridge; there’s all. 4/manack Hiftory exactly. 41 fhall add a 
larg View, both of this Author’s Falfity and of his Conceaiment about this 
Maté®h before I have done. But, in the mean Time, let me note, that it is his 
Way, when he doth not like a Bufinefs, to give out either nothing of it, 
or fo little, and that in the Dark, or difguifed, that Nobody can be the 
wifer. I can frame no other Notion of his Book, in the general, but that 
it is the Reverfe of good Hiftory, perpetual Libel, compound of fome 
Truths, with falfe Colours daubed over them, and then throft, out of 
Place, into Corners and Crevifes among Rubbith ; many Paflages merely 
trivial, and of no Confequence, but for Vehicle of Slander. All the reft, 
{fetting afide Papers, Speeches, Addreffes, and Tranfcripts of Libels, which 
make up fix Sevenths of his Book) as may be accounted properly his own, 
no | bexér than A/manack Stuff; and Grubftreet Tales. And fo I proceed 
to farther Demonftration. 

XCVII, And, refuming the Thread, we return to our noble Lord Prefi- 
dent of the Council. The Danger to the King, from the letting him con- 
tinue in that Place, as cafting a vaft Difcouragement and Damp upon the 
Spirits of the Loyal Party (not only thofe that were near, or about him, 
which he muft needs take Notice of, but others all over England, where- 
of he had Accounts given him) ftared fo broad in his Face, that he found 
it neceffary forthwith to difplace him. His Lordthip knew well of what 
Importance it was to the fuftaining Fa@ion, and fuppreffing the Loyallifts 
in the Country, who f{neaked, and their Enemies infulted, while he fat 
pirking there; befides the Opportunity he had of Intelligence, and inter- 
pofing his Amufements, as he found Opportunity, for ferving his Ends, 
Nay, being ajocular Man, muft needs make himfelf, and his Friends, very 
merry at the Conceit of his being at the upper End of a Board which 
they were at Work to undermine. But having the King’s Difcharge from 
farther Attendance at the Council, the Author thinks it but juft, on that 
Occafion, to gif him the Unétion of his Pen, faying, He had been now 
an hearty Oppofer of Popery, and of the Duke's Succeffion, and though he 
bad been once in the moft arbitrary Meafures of the Court, Here 
obferve how this noble Earl’s Zeal, for Religion and Juftice begins to gether 
near to the Intereft of Government, that is, the Succeffion to the Crown, 
or, under that Notion, to the whole Authority and Wealth of thisKingdom. 

XCVII, O, that is a Senta Cofa, and will conjure up a World of Zeal; 
a proper Subject for Matchiavellian Workings, Such Views in-the Public, 
are like Poifon in Wounds, that hinder all Plaifters from healing. It is 
hard for the poor common People, who, in thefe Affairs, are made both 
Agents and Patients. The Endeavour isto infpirit them, and nfake them 
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(favouring the Ambition of they know not who) to work, like Gens En¥i- 
ablees, for bringing about Changes, under which, whoever gets, they a 
fure to be Sufferers. But it was certain, at this Time, the Cafe e 
Duke’s Succeition was fo propitious to the Aims of Faétion, that it ita 
ther a Wonder they did not ftraight overturn the Government, tha’‘that 
they carried Matters fo high, in Oppofition to it, as they did. J {fail but 
touch here (referving the Enlargements to another Place) that, after the 
happy Reftauration, little or no Impreffion could be made upon the People 
to the Prejudice of the Crown. Then, fome falfe Steps (fhewed before) 
gave an Handle to talk of Popery, then of Property, at la(t this unhappy 
Circumftance, of the Duke being a Papift, burnt in the Jealoufy fo deep, 
as gave the Faction that prodigious Advantage ; for they exaggerated the 
Matter with Plots and Difcoveries, but yet could not come fairly at the 
King. They hoped, through his Brother, to fmite him; -the former lay 
unguarded ; and if they could carry a Law, for the Change of the Succeffion, 
in the Life both of the King and his Brother, then it was plain nothing 
could fecure the future Change, but Poffeffion of the prefent Power; who 
could gainfay that? How then did the King himfelf lie expofed? This was 
the Nail they hoped to drive, and, accordingly, they laid on upon it, as may 
be feen in the printed Memorials of the Public at that Time, Now all 
the riddling Myfteries of thefe importune, outragious and irreconcileable 
Proceedings, of the Earl and his Followers, eafily refolve upon only fhewing 
that the Power and Wealth of a Crown was at Stake; and ambitious Ava- 
rice, never fatisfied with any Right or Reafon, though never fo plain, at 
Hand, and ready to faften upon it. The blind Majority of Mankind think 
this Trade furnifheth Sport, News, and the Joys of fecing high Things 
fall, and fo they hurry, hurry on. But unlucky Experience makes it plain, 
that, when a Set of Men thal! fweat fo hard in Party-driving, pretending to 
repair the Public, it is to be underftood in the double Entendre, 4// for 
their Geuds. 

XCIX, Now here we have entered the Earl in Zeal, for Change of the Suc- 
ceffion to the Crown, only to make Room; that’s all, and _fufficeth at pre- 
fent. The Author proceeds with a moft fcandalous and falfe -Difguife of 
his future Proceedings, viz.—Yet now, either to make Atenement, or to foew 
his Refintment, he was the greate/t Patron of the efablifhed Religion and 
Lowss And rarely, no doubt, by fetting up and heading Diflenters and 
lawlefs Fanatics. He doth not, fure, take us to be fo filly to fwallow 
this Flam?* His Lordihip was no unaccountable Humourift, either for 
Atonement or Refentment, but, as a long-headed Politician, for weighty 
Interefts, to’concern himfelf as he did. But the Author here would have 
us take him for a young Peer, newly come to Town, whom crafty Peo- 
ple had fired with fome Difgufts, or elfe that, having over-fhot himfelf 
one Way, flew from one Extreme to another. Thus apparently, and wil- 
fully falfe is this Account-or Rationale of his Lordfhip’s Proceeding. es 

Author 
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‘Author gives us two Reafons, and neither juft, but, dealing ir’ Disjunctives, 
“it feems kind, of two Falfities, to give the Reader an Option which to 
_take, There is fome Difference, indeed; for to atone for Evil, by be- 
corgng ~Good, is great, but, when done for Refentment, fhat is out of 
spit is not fo well. Though, perhaps, in a Peer, becanfe Perfons of 
Hong ftand much upon their Points, the Author may take it for very 
good Morality. 

C. We do but trifle all this while; the Author hath a defperate Reach in 
this Paflage. He is to fhuffle out of the Way a certain famous, or (to ufe 
his own Words elfewhere) abominable Speech, which his Lordthip made, 
at a critical Time, in the Houfe of Lords, and was intended, as an Am- 
munition Match-lighted, to fire a Train to a Rebellion. And the Author, 
inftead of that difmal Intent, defigning to make it look only as a Piece of 
Gaicty, or Sport of Wit, here, moft like a Juglar, to deceive the Eye, juft 
takes it up, gives it a turn, and then whips it into his Budget; fo as you 
may ~imire, but not difcern, the Nature and Contrivance of it. And, if 
ever there was fuch a Juggle of an Hiftorian, as 1am fhewing upon this 
Occafion, I will, to his Compleat, underwrite Probatum, He fays his 
Lordthip made a famous Speech, wherein were thefe odd and notable Things. 
Then follows, out of the Canticles, We have a little Sifter, and fhe hath 
no Breafts; then we had other little Sifters as lean. Thefe Sifters were 
Scotland, Treland, and the French Hugonot Churches. Then, Scotland and 
Ireland were Doors to let in two Sifters of another Race, Popery and Sla- 
very. Thofe went always lovingly together, and, in Scotland, Slavery took 
Place ; but, in England, Popery had it; but they were never far afunder. 
Thefe are the Witticifms, the Author has culled out of this Speech, for his 
odd and notable Things ; but no Syllable of the Subftance and Defign of 
it, which, with his good Grace, we will fupply, and thew 

CI. That his Scope is to abufe us, as if his Lordfhip, for fome fan- 
taftic Motive, fell upon thofe Texts in the Canticles, and profanely play’d 
with them (more like a young, than an old Courtier) and to reflect a lit- 
tle upon the Government that had difgufted him, and fo as we may not 
dream of any résl Dependance upon, or Connection of, this Speech with 
the factious Game then on foot. Alack-a-day! it was but a peevifh Flirt 
at the Court, to obftruét, a little, the King’s Affairs in Parliament, In all 
which Dealing of the Author, there is a moft horrid Difguife of ruth, 
and that, in a Cardinal Emergence of State as any that happened in that 
good King’s Reign; which to demonftrate, I note firft, that the Speech 
was made 25 March 1679. The Year begun well, and, after that, there 
was nothing but Tumults and Rebellion in Scotland, till Sune, when all 
expired at “Bothwell. Now, to pafs the merry Conceits, , obferve next, 
tliat the Speech contained the very Marrow of Sedition, and of (Covert) 
High Treafon; and it is fit to recover fo much of it, as the Author, with 
his hiftorical Sagacity, hath let drop. His Lordship begins with fanatical 
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Cant, « Speaking what he is commanded to fay by the Diétates of\thg 
Spirit within him. He declares Scotland already inflaved , they are the’ 
** poorer Country; can the richer expect better? He touches the Heads 
of the Scofch Difcontents, that the ancient Nobility and Eoemigforer 


‘ 


« 


enjoy their Jurifdi@ions, but the Council deputes their Enemiegfover 
them. A Nobleman long imprifoned without Trial; the riched4Coun- 
try plunder’d by the barbarous Highlanders brought down upon them ; 
the Papifts in England to be armed to execute their bloody Defign: No 
Good here till Scotland is redrefled. The King cannot be good to us, as 
“his Nature is; Scotland is Mors in Olla: An Army expounded out of 
«the Laws by the Council there. Then his Lorfhip fteps into Ireland, 
** which, in a Word, is all over Papift: And the Burthen of all is, This 
«* is what we are to expect next. If thefe Doors are not fhut, al/ is loft, 

CII, Thefe and other Paflages, more venemous than can be reprefented 
fhorter than the Speech it felf, are Things, indeed, very odd and notable; much 
more than the Cantic Part, which is only inferted, by the Author ‘here, to 
divert us from looking into the Truth of the reft which he claps untter 
the Table. I prefume he had the printed Speech by him, (how elfe could 
he have made his Extraés fo materially?) and alfo an hiftorical Relation 
of thofe Troubles, as were the Confequence, or, rather, caufed by it. This 
* Relation came out about the Time, viz, in 1680, when the Matter was 
recent, and the Faction warm ; but no Anfwer, as I ever heard, was made to 
it in Print. And although the confequent Troubles, I mentioned, regarded 
England as well as Scotland, the Author takes no Notice of thofe Trou- 
bles, to any Purpofe, unlefs it be to difguife them, ‘Therefore I will ferve 
bim with a Remembrance out of that very good Book, which deferves to 
be perufed by all that defire to know into what Monfters Men may be me- 
taphorfed by Faétion and Fanaticif{m, 

CHI. ——« Whilft they (the Maffacreurs of the good Archbifhop, and 
“ the Field Conventiclers) were in this evil Difpofition, and committed 
“ thofe Cruelties and Diforders ; there was publithed a Libel, faid to have 
«* been fpoken in the Houfe of Lords, It hath been printed twice ale 
“‘ ready, once in a fingle Sheet fhortly after it was faid to have been 
“ fpoken, and afterwards in a Collection of diverfe remarkable Proceedings 
in Parliament ; and, becaufe it accidentally had a mighty Influence in 
« flirring up the People to the Murder (of the good Archbifhop of 
SP Andrew's) and Rebellion, I think myfelf bound, by my Undertaking, 
“« to give it a third Edition in this Place.” (After the Speech itfelf, which 
hath a fourth Edition in the State Tracts, the Author goes on) ——. “ By 
« the very next Poft, after this Speech was faid to have been fpoken, forty 
“ written Copics of it were fent from London to the Gentlemen of the 
“ Party in Edenburgh ; and the Fanatics grew fo infolent and daring 
*‘ upon it, that feveral loyal Gentlemen wrote up Accounts, to what Height 
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« of Infolence this Speech had blown up the Enemies of the Church and Mo- 
narchy ; and that they had juft Reafon to fear that very dangerous At- 
tempts, if not a downright Rebellion, would {peedily enfue thereupon. 
But thefe Reports had not found too much Credit at London, where 
« th World was made to believe (by Men whofe Intereft it was that they 

thofld not be credited) that they were but the Inventions of the Duke 

of Lauderdale, for whofe Advantage it was, at that Conjuncture, that 

they fhould be believed ; but, what we would not then believe, we fhort- 

ly after faw verified. 

CIV, It is plain, by the Style of this Relation, that the Writer ufeth The speech, a 
reat Tendernefs towards his Lordthip ; for he puts in the Word accident- Signal to the 
ally, to the Influence ithad; though it is very manifeft, by the Manner of es Rebel; 
the Difpatch and other Circum{tances, it was intentionally to make Commo- 
tion in Scotland. But the immediate View, it had then amongft us at 
Home here, was to exafperate the Parliament againft the Duke of Lauder- 
dale (a parlous Obftacle) and to get him removed ; which was endeavour- 
ed, but (happily for that Age) without Effect. The Scotch Fanatics were, 
as Tinder, already prepared for Mifchief; and then no Wonder fuch a 
Speech as this, contrived for the Nonce, fhould excite them to flame out in 
open Rebellion. In fhort, it was no other than as a Trumpet Signal to the 
Scotch, who muft needs be bold, when fuch bold Things, concerning them, 
had been fpoke in the Exglifh Houfe of Peers, It gave them caufe to 
think there was a Party, in Parlianient, already formed to afiift and fuftain 
them, And, had that Reibellion, which this Speech gave Fire to, ftood a 
little longer, few doubted but the Correfpondents in England had followed 
the pious Example. Those numerous Copies, difpatched that very Night 
of the Speech {poke (and that was defigned probably on a Poft Day for the 
very Purpofe) were not fo made and timed by Accident; and the baffling 
the Precautions fent, with counter Affirmations, were not all for the Sake 
of Truth and in Sincerity of Opinion. But all thefe Circumftances are but 
fo many Reafons for the Author to fink (as he has done) the whole Sub- 
ftance, Defign and Efficacy of this Speech. 

CV. Now, over and above this infamous Suppreffion of the very Pinch of a A fly Trick to 
Truth, fo cenfiderable as this, we have put upon us, by the Author, ano- exalt the Duke 
ther Trick of the fame Species and to the fame End. We are come to ee 
his affected Exaltation of the Duke of Menmouth; but he is loth it fhould Duke of tora. 
found fo ill as being for his fupprefling a Rebellion; O no, that’s beg 
Word; it muft be for getting the better of thofe who were in Arms; that 
has a fofter Air: We mutt ever expect a kind fuccedaneous Word on fuch 
Occafions, as will appear in other Places. The raifing that Duke, he 
thinks, depreffeth the other, that is the Duke of York; and ‘is not that 
Reafon enough for him to write all the Good and nothing otherwife of 
the one, and all Evil and no Good of the other? It is plain enough that 
the Speech was before the Battle, but he puts the Battle before the Speech ; 
who 
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who then can think that the latter had to do with the former, or “any 
Thing that belonged or led to it? And he had never mentioned Bothwell 
Bufinefs at all, but by Way of Parenthefis, and to thew how odly Incidents 
will fall out to ferve Turns: All which tends to extenuate the Credit w ich 
the Duke of York had afterwards when he went into Scotland, and, yt the 
fame Time, to give a greater Luftre to Monmouth. And now, toacaft a 
due Light on this Piece of the Author’s Hiflory, I will give the whole 
extended Account of this Affair in his own Words. J+ was fome Advan- 
tage to the Interefis and Defigns of the Duke of York and” his Friends, 
that the rigid Prefbyterians, or Field Conventiclers, had, inthe Beginning of 
this Year, barbaroufly murdered the Archbifhop of St. Audrews, and af- 
terwards took Arms, feifed Glafcow and incréafed to a formidable Army 
that was routed, by the Duke of Monmouth, at Bothwell-Bridge. So 
much for Hiftory; then, after a while, enters the odd and notable Speech 
in a State independent of ail this Buftle in Scotland. Now may not one 
have Leave to admire at this /y/eron proteron Stuff, Caufes without Ef- 
fects, and Effects before Caufes: An Incident, of the lat Confequence to 
a State, mumbled, mifreprefented, torn, divided, and the effential Part, 
that is the Defign and Conneétion, utterly concealed. This in Hiftory 
{if poffible) is worfe than lying (excufe the Expreffion) and furely his 
pafling over the whoie in Silence, (if he had fo thought fit) compared with 
it, had been moft candid and ingenuous. For that had not troubled the 
Reader with the Doubts about the How, the Winy and the When, of this 
fame rifing in Arms, A clear Falfity may reft upon the Author’s Credit, 
and have no Perplexity in it. How much braver is that, than fuch Shifts 
as thefe which fneak, like a con{cious Pick-pocket, in the Company of a 
Highwayman, who is much the braver Fellow ? 

CVI. But now, to conclude this Matter, I fhall only obferve of this 
noble Peer, that he had a great Judgment and Dexterity in managing and 
putting forth Libels. The forlorn Rout of Hackney Scriblers, of whom 
fome, feeking a little Pay, fome, purely for the Copy which, well cor- 
rected, was Reward enough, fome, for pure Zeal in the Caule, and a few, 
for fhallow Vanity, alwvays attended at his Court and werereafily managed ; 
for the Honour of a Word or two, of Encouragement or Dife@ion from 
him, enflamed them, which produced Volumes of Libels; of which I 
may touch fome Particulars afterwards, But nothing of that Sort came 


fen with that Advantage and Energy, and difperfed with that Authority, 
as what came out with the Word Parliament in the Front; fuch as Votes, 
Speeches, Protefts, Conferences with Reafons, and the like. Therefore his 
Lordihtp often contrived fuch to pafs and be printed, and then be cried 
about, wherecf this Speech was one; and there was another famous one, 
titled the Speéch cf a noble Peer, ec. which came out about the fame 
Time as the former, anda very bad one it was ; but when the Houfe of 
Lords, in order te Panifhment, took Notice of it, lis Lordthip denied it 
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inthe Houfe, and fo fcaped their Cenfure. But the Speech it felf was 
publicly burnt; and it was faid that few Things, if any, were contained 
in it, which were not really, at one Time or other, fpoke by his Lord- 
“fhip in the Houfe. As for Inftance, —~ we want a King we can truft, 
-—» We mij? have a Change -—— and fuch like. Of this Sort was inten- 
ded afamou} Proteft, with Reafons, in the Cafe of one Fitz-Harris, which, 
being printed, ftirred up a fhort Pamphlet War; but of that elfewhere. 
Now the Awthor is raking in the Afhes of thefe artificial Fires for fome 
Sparks to illurginate his Hiftory; not confidering, that old ftale Lampoon is 
like Wine wheyein Flies were drown’d laft Summer ; and the Reader has no 
Reafon to thank him for palming fuch Emetics for compleat Hifory, 
CVI, [have been, perhaps, too long in expofing the Author for holding up 
an Umbrella to keep his Earl in a Shade, and out of a clear Light; but the 
Contrivance is fo fubtile, I could not well lay it open with lefs Application, 
Now I fhall refume the Subje@ of the Hatred (not of the Roman Catholics 
bus) of the Papifts, and examine the Rage of their Proceedings againft the 
Earl, and, incidently, of his Defences, Shifts, and evafive Tricks, to thew 
his Skill in getting clear of the Law. For he carried it through, either by 
dextrous fencing at Home, or, finally, when Things came too near the 
Quick, by taking Refuge beyond Sea, And this Track will neceffarily lead 
me to give fome Account of a Praétice, infamous, in its Time, by the woful 
Title of Lznoramus, 1 cannot but admire that, although the Invention, 
with the Ule of it, caufed as much Noife e>d Tumult as any domeftic Emer- 
gence ever did; yet now, after fome, and not many, Years paft, the odious 
Praétice, with the Circumftances, Dependencies, and Confequences of it, 
is fo far from being ordinarily underftood, that even the proverbial Ufe of 
the Word Igncramus, which once pievailed much, is almoft laid afide; and 
very few, but fuch as lived at that Time, or affect to pore in old Pamph- 
lets, can pretend to fay what the Word (in a factious Senfe) means. So 
great Difadvantage hath Civil Hiftory (if I may fo term the Memorials of 
domeftic Brawls and Contentions) beyond that which deals in National Op- 
pofitions and Wars. For the former, although incomparably of moft Ufe 
to the Communifty, is generally loft to the very next Age, when the other 
fhall pafs on and be the Study of after Times. And I perceive, by our Au- 
thor here, that Pofterity will not be obliged to him for any Thing difting, 
or true, concerning this Title: But all is of a Piece. I cannot find ¢aatge 
hath unfolded any one Tranfaétion in the Public, at this Time, fo as may 
inftrud a tolerable Idea of the real Truth of it. Now, to enter theretore up- 
on a Defcription, as well as Relation, we muft remember that 7 
CVIII. Difgrace and Ruin were by (not Roman Catholics, but, as I faid,) 
Papifts, viz, the King, his Brother, and the Minifters of State, intended to 
be brought over this noble Earl. As for Matters of Difgrace, we have 
done with them, fuch as turning out of the Chancellor’s Place? being im- 
prifoned by the Houfe of Lords, and put out of the Prefidentfhip of the 
M Council, 
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Council. So now we come to the Matter of Ruin, which will carry us up | 
into the Regions of High-Treafon; and, as the Author ufes to fend his Glofs 
before the Text, we will conform, and, with like Propriety, before we come, 
to Evidence, premife the Author's own Conclufion, viz. That, however-the 
Earl was charged with horrid Crimes, and pretendedly proved, yet, really 
and at the Bottom, he was innocent, and the Proofs meer Fictions, main- 
tained by Perjury and Subornation ; and by whom ? Even by the, Papifts (de- 
fcribed before) who managed Jri/h Evidences againft him; and if his Lord- 
fhip’s Creature and Friend Jgnoramus had not ftood by, and refcued him, 
they had certainly got the better of his Head: That’s the jAuthor’s Sum of 
the whole Matter, But to make the Myftery intelligible will need a little 
Deduction. 

CIX. After that confounding Blow of the Reftauration, the firft Warmth, 
that enlivened the benumbed Faction, was the A&t of Od/ivion. For, imme- 
diately upon that, which, as after a terrible Shipwreck, fet them a-fhore, 
they refuined the old Trade, and went to work upon the fame Principies, 
and with the fame Tendency, as before about 1641, and fo on. And, ac- 
cordingly, they made their Entry at Court with Spies and falfe Brethren, 
Flatterers of Power and Prerogative, Inventors of plaufible Lyes, and Pub- 
lifhers, as well as Contrivers, of flight Facts to colour them; Men that, at 
Court, breathed only Obedience without Referve, and, Abroad, Mutiny and 
Refiftance ; with diverfe other Arts, as have been already, and may, after- 
wards, be more at large defcribed. But none was fo laid to Heart, and be- 
laboured by the Fation, as to fecure the Law, that it might run partially, 
or rather friendly, on their Side, and againft the Court in every Thing. It 
would have been an ufeful Crafis of Power all over England; but, in London and 
Middlefex, where the Government refided, and, confequently, Faction muft 
plant their Batteries, it was abfolutely neceffary to be brought about. For 
it would be hard for the Commanders in Chief to puth the forward Actors 
upon the defperate Danger of the Law, and to fee them mortified, as well as 
run the Rifk of being difcovered themfelves. Befides, the very Grinning of 
that Iron Enemy kept back the Procefs ftrangely. 2 

CX. But, as Matters ftood, this whole Work, with Advantege, was pra- 
Gticable by one fingle Operation ; which was the gaining, to their Party, a 
Majority of the Voters of the Common Hall of the City of London. For, 
that Intereft once fecured, there followed a Succeffion of factious Lord 
Mayors, and Sheriffs of London and Middlefex, as well as Members of Par- 
liament, and (by Means of the Sheriffs) the whole Nomination of Jury- 
Men would, alfo fall within their Faction. It will not be ftrange if, un- 
der this Security after it was gained, the Party took Courage and followed 
their Game full Cry, like Hounds in View, without much Trouble about 
Precautions and Evafives; they ftuck at nothing, And this Difpenfation 
extended, not only to Means of Defence, but equally offended the Adver- 
fary, and had that Influence, that it feemed to be the Intereft of any com- 
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mon Man, within thofe Limits, to enter into the Party for Security of his 
Interefts, as well as Prote€tion of his Perfon; for Wo to an Advertary that 
came to a Trial, upon any Account, under this Reglement of Jury Returns; 
and no lefs (Comfort flowed to Friends, who were encouraged by fuch Ad- 
vantages as Wolk expect from Juries favourable to them. In fhort, this 
Matter was of that Importance to the Times, and wrought up to its Per- 
feétion with fo much of Forefight and Craft, as alfo dealt forth with that 
Impudence aod Effrontery, that, I think, Juftice cannot be done to its Emi- 
mence in Hiftary, without explaining a little the Conftitution on which it 
was founded, the Means ufed in putting it together, and the pious Ufe made 
of the Machine after it was perfected and brought to work in the Lines of 
the Party. 

CXL it is well known that the Corporation of the City of London, among 
other Privileges, have the Nomination of two Sheriffs that ferve for the 
County and City of London, and for the County of Middlefex; both which 
Officers are taken out of their own Body, and attend, in City Affairs, as Of- 
ficers of the City. And, though they ferve for two Counties, they are but 
as one Officer, for either is Sheriff of either County alike; and they are re- 
ceived in the Exchequer, fworn, and ftand jointly charged, as Accomptants to 
the Crown, for the Revenues colligible by them. And, faving only that 
they are nominated by the City (as the Sheriff of Wefmoreland is by the Earl 
of Thanet) they are (as Sheriffs of other Counties) the King’s Officers or 
Minifters to all Intents whatfoever. But the Difpatch of the Law Part 
of the Office is diftributed according to the Counties: For, in London, Re- 
turns of Procefs ufed to be fent out from the two Offices called the Compters, 
and, for Middlefex, there is an Underfheriff and Bailiffs, as in other Coun- 
ties. It is alfo well known that the City hath, within itfelf, diverfe leffer 
Corporations, which are of the feveral Trades, and are called Companies, 
fome by Perfcription and fome by Charter. Thefe were, at firft, inftituted for 
the Sake of good Government, and to prevent Frauds in the feveral Trades ; 
and, now, ferve to as good Purpofe as fome Banks, made to keep out the 
Floods, which, after a Deluge, are fure enough to keep them in. 

CXII, Thg ordinary Government of the City, is by a Lord Mayor and Court 
of Aldermen. The latter are chofen by the Wards, that are as Hundreds, 
and ferve for a Council, and, together, by Cuftom, are a Court, and have 
diverfe JurifdiGtions and Authorities. When the City acts extraordinarityes 
a Body, there is an Affembly chofen by the Citifens at large, which, with 
the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, is called the Common Council,‘ énd is the 
true reprefentative Body of the City to all corporate Intents whatfoever. 
Thefe are fummoned by the Lord Mayor, in the Nature of a Parliament; 
and their A& binds the Corporation, as a proper Law made by the Confent 
of the whole Body. But, as for the Choice of Magiftrates, whichis done, of 
Courfe, annually, and at ftated Times, there is by Cuftom, if not By ancient 
Conftitution, or A&@ of Common Council (fach are fuppofed to have been 
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the Beginnings of moft Cuftoms) another Affembly, faid to be de melioribus 
Civium, who are now the Liverymen, and, with the Court of Aldermen, 
are called the Common Hall. - 

CXILI. Thefe always meet in Guild-Hall, in which the Loré Mayor and’ 
Aldermen, with the common Officers, are upon the Sugge/fum jaifed at one 
End (where the Huftings Court of Pleas is kept) and the Citifgns, fuppofed 
to be only of the better Sort of Traders, are below upon the Fipor, They 
are called the Livery, becaufe Cuftom hath diftinguifhed thofe, authorifed 
for this Purpofe, from other Citifens, by their wearing, at great Solemnitics, 
certain black Gowns, and Hoods party coloured with red, Tt feems that 
Gowns were originally a vulgar Habit, and the better Sort rere diftinguith- 
ed by the Form, Material, and Decoration of them; and it being ufual for 
the graver Men to adhere to their Modes, while the more airy affect Novel- 
ties; after the latter had made a Change, fo very wide as fhort Cloaths for 
long ones, the former perfevered ; and fo Gowns remain behind as Tokens of 
Gravity and Form, and are become peculiar to Magiftracy and moft graye 
Profeffions. 

CXIV. Of the trading Companies there were anciently but Twelve, which 
were the more opulent, as the Gold/miths, Merchant-Taylors, &c.. who had 
the Livery. But the being Free, only, did not put a Man into the Livery, 
without his being called to it by the ruling Affembly of the Company: So 
that, in elder Times, the Common Hall was a decent orderly Affembly, 
confifting of a moderate Number of feleét Citifens, added to the Mayor and 
Aldermen, for the Purpofe of Eleétions. And the original Reafon of this 
Inftitution was, that a Rout of Citifens (as if all met) fhould not run into Fa- 
tion, and difturb the Order of the annual or curfory Bufinefs of the City ; 
for Faétion, Partiality, and Nonfenfe, are found with the Vulgar wherever 
it is Now, upon this Conftitution of the City, it was very plain that no- 
thing could bring Faction into the Common Hall, but the bringing into it 
a Rout of mean Citifens; that is, by increafing the Number, and debafing 
the Quality of the Livery Trades, and Liverymen, which hath been ef- 
fc@ually, though almoft infenfibly, done in a few-Years, We muft allow 
the firft Notice of this Practice to have been about 1641.° But Caput inter 
Nubila; and the Invention was much improved in that Age; ‘but the Mit 
chief was not come up to that Perfection as hath been feen in our Days. 


Cortupted by ~-@XV. This Work, of debafing the Livery, hath, as I faid, proceeded gra- 


Numbers ad- 
ded, and Qua- 
lines debaied. 


dually and infenfibly. Firft, the Lord Mayors and Aldermen. were gained 
fo far, as‘to give the Privilege of the Livery to diverfe Companies that were 
poor and populous; and, commonly, the meaner the Trade, the more nu- 
merous were the Traders. And then, the Rulers of the Companies fell in 
with their Call, as it istermed, of Multitudes of poorer Traders than ufual, 
to be of the Livery of their Company; which they had Power to do. “It 
is eafy to’conceive how the Procefs went; for when the Faction had,. by 
their libellous Arts and Infinuations, once foxed the People with an ill Opi- 
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nion of the Government, that it inclined to Popery, aimed at Arbitrary 
Power, @ic. then it followed, that all poffible Means were to be ufed that 
true Proteftants only fhould be let into the Pofts of Authority in the City, 
and that Men, who inclined to the Papift Intereft, and were of Arbitrary 
Principles, should be kept out: The Englifh of which Diftinétion, though 
not ip due Time perceived in the City, is plain enough. This led imme- 
diately to igvigorate the Courfe of garbling and forming the Common Hall, 
which only‘kad to do with Elections. And, when the Humour ftood in this 
Direétion, it was diverting to obferve how the faétious Party fuftained one 
another; for the faétious Livery chofe factious Lord Mayors, and they in- 
creafed the Livery Companies; of whom the Mafters and Wardens were 
comnionly the Mott perverfe, and called thofe of their own Complection 
only upon the Livery. Thus went on the Trade for many Years, till the 
Common Hall, inftcad of being de melioribus, became a routifh Affembly 
of forry Citifens, not unlike the Mob at an inferior Corporation Election ; 
as may appear clearer in the Account I am giving. 

CXVIL. If this Proceeding had been either obferved, or it could have been 
imagined poffible to arrive to fuch Perfection of Mifchief as it did, Care 
muft needs have been taken in Time to have put a Stop to it. But it was 
not the Mode of the Court, in thofe Days, to be very penetrant, precauti- 
ous, or watchful; they enjoyed themfelves, and, as the Phrafe is, let the 
World rub. Nor had the Faétion itfelf, while the good Work was doing, 
a clear Intuition of any certain Time or Occafion, in particular, for the actual 
Opening of this Monopoly, which they knew, whenever done, muft be 
{candalous: And they hoped to finith cheaper, and did not dream of being 
fo foon Defendants. Therefore the Abuse d‘d not appear till People were 
furprifed; the Danger flowing in, like a Deluge, all at once. It was the 
Plot of Oates, with its Confequences, that ripened this Matter into Perfecti- 
on; for that mounted the Faction into a State (as they made their Account) 
of juft falling on ; and, at the fame Time, it alarmed the Court, and made 
the King look about him; and it was high Time, when Things were come 
to that pafs, that either a new Reftauration (as it were) or his Majefty’s Ruin 
mutt follow. Ithappened that the Scale turned on the King’s Side, and the 
chief of tht fa@ious People became obnoxious for High Treafon, or moft 
aggravate Pradtices of Sedition, The Evidences grew very plain, and the 
Court determined to profecute ; whereupon it concerned the Faction to look 
about fharp, and, then, or never, ufe all their Influences to carry the*Ctreise 
of Lord Mayor and Sheriffs roundly upon Party, ele all was loft, 

CXVIL, Inthe Year 1680, Bethel and Cornifh were chofen Sheriffs. The 
former uled to walk about more like a Corncutter than Sheriif of+ London, 
He kept no Houfe, but lived upon Chops ; whence it is proverbial, for not 
feafting, to Bethel the City. Cornijh was a thorough pac’d’Partv-Man, as 
mutt be fuppofed, having afterwards given an Advantage againft himf{elf to 
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be taken up, tried and hanged in London for High Treafon, The next Year 
had Pilkington and Shute, Gentlemen fcandalous for nothing but abfolute Re- 
fignation to be governed by Faction, in which Tendency they, fcarce ufed 
the common Reafon of human Kind, Bethel and Corni/b firtt broke the’ 
Ice; for they took the Bufinefs of the fettling the Pannels of Juty-Men, out 
of the Compters, into their own Hands, and left to the Secondaries of the 
Compters, who were the proper Officers, no more but to return, to the 
Courts of Juftice, what they had prepared. It feems thofe Officers * were 
Men of Value, and Uncorrupt, and, left to themfelves, would’ not be made 
Properties to ferve the Ends of Faction. But, for the Bufinels of Middle ex, 
a choice Under-Sheriff performed all at once: And they found one exquilitely 
fit for the Purpofe, being Dottor’s ftanding in Treafon. “His Name was 
Goodenough, and really fo he was for the Turn to be ferved; for once he 
himfelf fcaped narrowly the Noofe for Guilt of High Treafon, for which 
he ftood Debtor to his Friend’s Secrecy and his own Expedition. Thus Mat- 
ters ftood, in no Sort mended in the following Shrievalty, until a better 
Choice came, of which I have not a little to relate in fit Place. In the 
mean Time let thefe Characters thew the Temper of that Time in and 
about London; what a fatal Tendency there was to affault the Government ; 
as if Treafon and Sedition were a Mode or Fafhion, to which every one en- 
deavoured to conform. 

The Abufe CXVIIT. Now the Refult, or Confequences, of all this Cookery may rea- 

Tarai of dily be apprehended, viz. That all grand Inquefts were compact of Party- 

the Faction, men, Opiniators and felf-willed, if not real Traytors little better, and af- 
furedly guided by Faction in all they did. And fo alfo the petty Juries 
for Crown Caufes, and, which was more extraordinary, even the common 
Pannels, as had been ufually returned almoft of Courfe at the Nifiprius 
Courts, for Civil Trials, were garbled, although confifting of Perfons that 
had, for many Years, ferved, and were willing to attend, and were known 
and trufted by the Citifens, almoft as Arbitrators, and approved of by the 
Judges, as Men fair and indifferent. Yet there muft be a Reform of thefe 
alfo, and, at leaft, in every one of them, fome rank Party-men pricked in, 
to procure in Party Caufes, But, upon fpecial Returns made in Causes of 
Contfequence, if Faction interpofed, the whole String was of the fame. And, 
upon all Occafions of this Nature, the Nomination was confulted at choice 
Cluksand Cabals, where the Runners to and fro came in and out with In- 
telligence, and could inform who were good and who bad Men. And fo, 
in thefe Places near the Court, where all public Bufinefs was tranfaéted, the 
Law was become a perfect Captive of the Fadtion, like a Dog in a 
String, to fnarl and bite only as they encouraged. It was a fure Retrench- 
ment for the forlorn Hope of the Party to lie enfconced behind, and, from 
thence, to fally out upon Adventures of Sedition and High Treafon; and afl 
with Affurance of Impunity, whatever elfe happened. 


* Mr. Richard Normanfell, Mr. Trotman. 
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CXIX. All this appear’d by moft egregious Tokens, For Practices of Se- The Entry of 

' dition were fo promifcuous, open, and unguarded, as nothing, buta total Sup- ener amt th 

preffion of afl criminal Juftice, could have refolv’d into any tolerable Difcre- Ean of Shafye 
tion, They hwent on laughing and rejoicing, one with another, without Fear bury. 

of the Law, which was become a meer Jeft amongft them. And they made 

all good upc: the Proof, for Criminals, brought to Trial upon Informations, 

were acquitted by the Petty Juries; and Bills, preferred to Grand Juries, 

for High Treafon, duly proved, were returned [gnoramus, which was the 

Forin for rejecting the Bull. There was the Barrier of the Faction; an) 

that ftately Word became the Appellative of the whole cotzapr Pra@tice 

and the infamous Title of all the Perfons concer3c4 init, ‘Thus much here 

(for I referve the Cioie tor another Place) may ferve for the Comment of 

this Ignoramus Text, which I fhall apply in particular, as the feveral 

Cafes, to be touched upon, give Occafion. And, in the mean Time, thew 

how the Earl of Shaft/bury came off, for he himfelf, falling under a Pinch 
of-Neceffity, ina Cafe of High Treafon, reaped the Fruit of his long- 

winded Projeét, and, by Way of Self-defence, had his Qusetus figned Jg- 

noramus ; whereof the chief Exploit, and which rendered it moft remarka- 

ble, was the Service it did his Lordthip. 

CXX. To come fairly up to that Bufinefs, it will be needful to touch The Earl of 
upon diverfe Matters ; and firft of Oates’s Plot, fo far as the Earl feemed G270u70e 
concerned ; for that, as I noted, was the Spring which made this Ignora- Oate:’s Plot. 
mus Engine mount fo faft, and fo high. I find nothing of his Lord- 
fhip’s Midwifery in the bringing forth that Difcovery ; for that feemed left 
to a lower Order. But it is more than probable, he was behind the 
Curtain, and in the Depths of the Contrivance, and, after the chief Throws 
were over, he was the Dry-Nurfe, and (being, as the Author fays, Head 
of the difcontented Party) took the Charge of leading the monftrous Birth, 
till it could craw] alone: That is, after the Parliament came to be pof- 
fefled of the Matter, the Managery was vifibly his, or, which is all one, ope- 
rated by the Party he headed. The Reafon, why I fay he was in the dark 
Contrivance, is, that he was too cunning ever to work in a Wheel, of 
which the a@ivé Principle was not perfeétly underftood, if not entirely 
commanded, by him, One may guefs as much from this Paflage. A cer- 
tain Lord, of his Confidence in Parliament, once afked him what he in- 
tended to do with the Plot, which was fo full of Nonfenfe, as would &agce 
go down with tantum-non Ideots ; what then could he propofe by preffing 
the Belief of it upon Men of Common Senfe, and efpecialtyg in Parlia- 
ment? It’s no Matter, faid he, the more Nonfenfical the better; if we 
cannot bring them to fwallow worfe Nonfenfe than that, we fhall ne- 
ver do any Good with them. This was a true politic Thought: For, 
when the Defign is to drive Men upon Changes that are to terminate in 
their own Confufion and Perdition, it is not to be attempted ‘without an 
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Way of Pofiutatum, to be well eftablithed by previous Experiments upon 
them, 
The fame CXXI. But we find his Lordthip celebrated in diverfe Prints, befides 
fhewed out = more private Accounts, for his Care of the Plot. The Pamphlet, called 
offomePam- The Appeal, one of the mcf virulent of the Time againft the Crown, Fol. 6. 
ae writing of the hard Squeefing, to get out Oates’s Plot, adds, «+ Sq that, 
« had we not had fome fuch good Hunters, as the Right Noble Earl of 
« Shaffoury, and our late fecret Committee, to manage the Chafe for us, 
* aur Hounds (Bloodhounds fure!) muft needs have been baffled, and the 
« Game ic8,” There is another Pamphlet, wrote by one Smith, titled 
Intrigues of the Popij> Fist, with which I hall have fome Concerns after- 
wards, This fhews, that, when he (Smiri) was brought isto Trouble by 
Oates, and applied to the Earl of Staft/bury for his Favour, ke put the 
Condition upon him, not to juftify himfelf but, to become an honett Man, 
and that he fhould petition to be difcharged, for Fergufon had told Stories 
of him. 1 will not interpret this Language, but it was well underftoad.at 
that Time. And it is Faét, that this Smith (if he himéelf writes true) 
was enfnared to fwear falfe, in a critical Point, for retrieving a Miftake of 
Oates. One Atkins was accufed for Godfrey's Murder, and had the like 
Advice from his Lordfhip, to become an honeft Man, but he did not de- 
part from his Defence, and was by Trial acquitted. One Elkanah Setle, 
a minor Poet, wrote a Libel, called, The Charaéter of a Popifh Succeffor s 
and, in another, recanted, and told how he was engaged, by a private 
Pique, about a Play of his, to write againft the Duke, and that he Pad no 
Encouragement from any, but only from his noble A/der{eate-ffreet Friend, 
(the Earl of Shaft/bury) to whom he got one to fhew_his Copy, which his 
Lordthip perufed, and mended very little; but bid his Friend tell him he 
did not write favourable enough of Rebellion, or to that Effect, as the Pam- 
phlets thew. I do but touch thefe here, as pertinent to the Relation of 
the Earl’s Condua, expecting Occafion to enlarge afterwards ; and the ra- 
ther, becaufe the Author is void of all Ingenuity in thefe Matters, and di- 
verts all his Forces to improve Calumny on the Court; as if the Nature of 
Things and all Truth were to bend as his poifoned Quit points. It is fit 
here jult to remember, that, after the Diffolution of two Weftminfter Par- 
liaments, one was fummoned to fit at Oxford, much againft the Will of 
Sion: Of which Seffions, with the Circumftances, I intend to give air 
Account at large, to fhew how far his Lordthip had Concerns therein. 
The Fa@ion CXXI4.- But now we leave his Lordfhip alittle to his Cabinet, and look out 
began tocourt to fee what is doing abroad, and how the Author is pleafed to deal with us, 
the City. ‘Tr appeared plainly to the King, that his Enemies had fortified themfelves 
in London and Middlefex, near his Perfon and Parliament, fafe from the 
punitive Force of his Laws, which very much concerned the Safety of “ll. 
And it Was no lefs plain, that fome, within certain Walls, by Encourage- 
ment from Faction abroad, expected great Affiftance and Advances of Mo- 
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. hey from the City, in Cafe certain grand Undertakings fhould require it, 
‘And not only the Libels, of the Time, harped upon that String, but, if 
public * Prints may be relied on, certain Overtures were made, and Love 
Letters, and Meflages began to pafs between Weftminfter and London ; and, 
in the mean Time, the King could get nothing, on either Side, but Af- 
fronts, For Demonftration of which, obferve the parting Votes, ro ‘fan, 
168% (as they are printed) of the Parliament at Wefiminfter, next before 
that fummoned at Oxford. The Author, in his Margin, gives thofe Votes 
the parting Title; but, in the Text againft it, moft unfairly, fets down but 
one, The reft, by Virtue of his infallible Partiality, he is pleafed to fup- 
prefs; for they are memorable ones, and afford much Light to the Ways 
of the Earl, and his Party, and may be feen at full length, in Part I. and 

- add only now, that the Expectation of a new Ele@ion to the Parliament 
at Oxford, as bad for the Court as was poffible, gave a new Direétion to 
the Practices of the Faction, which had been a little check’d by the Diffo- 
lution, 

CXXII. Now, to fee how the Author manages this Change of the 
Scene, he reprefents this diffolving the Parliament, and fummoning another 
to meet at Oxford, as a very great Grievance, which, he fays, was very 
difpleafing, not only to the Cities of London and Weftminfter, but to both 
Houfes, who generally apprehended fome arbitrary Defigns in it. He was 
loth fo good Reafons, for his Majefty’s Difpofition of Affairs, as to the re- 
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moving his Parliament farther off from the crony City, fhould appear in - 


the ftately Record of his Hiftory, as diverfe Votes, by him fuppreffed, plus 
Jfatis, afforded: For none could read them, but muft conclude the King 
in the Right. Why elfe thould the King meet his Parliament in a Place 
where Fa@ion had planted itfelf, and was intrenched againft the common 
Laws of the Land ; the City publicly courted, and his Majefty affronted ? 
We know, as well as he, it was difpleafing enough ; but to fome only, 
and thofe (befides ordinary Traders that profited) were fuch as had con- 
ceived in their Minds, a Proje& of Union between-the Commons at Weft- 
minfter, and the City of London. Was it not a fad Thing, when that 
Matter, as they thought, was in fo fair a Way, as complimenting one an- 
other, &e. tobe all dathed into Flitters at a Stroke? And in fucha Way 
as Malice itfelf could not (though this tranfcendant Author doth) object 
to, What could be the King’s Own clearer, than the Power to appoing the 
Meeting of Parliament in what Place he judged moft fit? Oxford has 
been the Seat of diverfe Parliaments formerly ; and why not ogce more 
now? O, but they fufpected arbitrary Defigns: What? in calling a segu- 
Jar Parliament to meet in a not unfit, nor unaccuftomed, Place ?. Invention 
was low, or -elfe there was no Reafon at all for fuch Jealoufy. Iam fure 
it ig worfe than none to alledge what is contradi@ed by the very Nature of 
the Proceeding, But the Author muft, on all Occafions, calumaiate the 
King, though he knows not how, or for what. 
- * See Votes of the Houfe of Commons, 
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CXXIV, But fo it was, that Parliament being diffolv’d, a new one was fum- 
moned to appear at Oxford. Elections had been made of the fame, or worfe’ 
Temper, if poffible, than ever ; which was jo great a Triumph of the Party, as 
exafperated the factious Ferment to an intolerable Height ; fo that it was ne- 
ceffary that it fhould foon come to a Crifis, either to explode, or burft: And how 
that fucceeded is of another Place to thew. The Party were extreme wawil- 
ling to be drawn thus, out of the Lines of their Security, from London to 6x- 
Jord ; and tried early, by all Means poffible, to divert the fitting there, and 
to get a Proclamation to remove the Meeting to Weftminfter. The chief, 
and moft public, and daring Attempt for it, was an-audacious Petition to 
his Majefty, or rather Libel in that Drefs; and (as the Ufe was) fent out 
in Print, ad faciendum Populum, in the Name of the confiding Peers, 
having been delivered by the Earl of Ejfex, with the Earl of Shaftfbury, 
and the reft about him, with a Speech, that, like the Petition itfelf, was full 
both of Libel and Threatening. One may guefs the Virtues of this Petition 
and Speech, from the Author’s Management; for he hath put them ver~ 
datim in full Light, and marked along in the Margin for better Notice ; 
which he feldom does to any thing he doth not relifh, at leaft, not with- 
outa Trick to make amends. But, when he gets a farcafmous Paper againit 
the Crown, well backed with Authority, or Quality, then he pours it 
out at full length ; but, whatever expofes his Party, doth not meet with 
that Ufage, and commonly is fuppreffed. 

CXXV, When it was fatally determined that the Parliament muft meet 
and fit at Oxford, the Faction buckled to their Work, and all fitting and 
unfitting Preparations were made for the Expedition. One may difcover 
the Chart of their intended Voyage, by the Tenour of that Petition and 
Speech, fo full was it of Threatening. The general Scope of all was, if 
poflible, to intimidate and fright the King out of his Purpofe. They 
found that Chamber Application would not move him; they muft fee what 
the open Air would do, and make all the Oftentation of Force they could, 
They did really think that his Majefty’s Inclination was fo bent to his Fale, 
and the quiet Enjoyment of his ‘Time, that, at length, if ftoutty prefied, 
and without the leaft Umbrage of a Ceffation, but, on the other Side, a 
deal of Augmentation; he would, as in a defperate Cafe, redeem hin-felf 
by yielding. And what? firft, to remove the Parliament to Weflizinfer, 

d, then the Exclufion, and what depended upon it (as [ have noted; by 
way of counter Security for that, This feemed to be the Project, as iad 
been cerpinunicated to the Party promifcuoufly: Confequences mu:! thew 
the darker Secrets. I remember that, not long ago, I heard it (aid chat 
the King. out-witted the Faction; and it was by refifting the Exct:fion 
above board, and giving private Hints, that, if he were prefid, he thould, 
at length, come over. And this drew them into thote indecent, uaduti- 
ful ands barbarous Proceedings, as turned the Stomachs of rcafonable Pko- 
ple; and thereof the King took Advantage to juftify himfelf in breaking 

with . 
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with them. If the King had that Cunning, it was a Chief-déuvrie: But, 

‘about the Time, or after, during his Life, there was not the leaft Whit 
per or Dream of any fuch Thing, as I guefs would have happen’d 
amongit us, if it had been true. And really the King was not of an Hu- 
mour to acta Secret long ; and there are no Inftances of it in his whole Life. 
eae was the Derifion of foreign Minifters, for the Opennefs of it. 
But I believe this was an Invention of fome Remains of the Faétion, only 
to falve their Credit, becaufe the Want of Succefs, in Attempts of the 
greateft Outrage to the Royal Family, muft needs {ettle in the Imputation 
of very great Folly. Their Miftake was, in taking it for a Principle, that 
the King would yield to any thing, if his Quiet could not be obtained with- 
out it, and that mifled them. 

CXXVI, But to wave thefe Matters, and infpect the State of this Con- 
gre(s at Oxford: I believe, the whifpering Defperado’s of the Faction did 
not act on fo uncertain a Fund as the King’s Humour, but had a more con- 
fiftent View, with lefs Intrigue, and more dangerous; which was, that, 
whilft thefe Coals were agitated (a fair Opportunity happening) to fall to 
Arms, and make a Beginning, Scotland was ripe, Argyle at a Beck there, 
and Monmouth here, The latter had fome parting Refpects from the Weft- 
minfter Parliament fo lately, which were not for his fweet Looks, And, if 
a little Time had been allowed for Matters to ripen, fome Accident might 
have happened, a Member killed in the Lobdy, or other Godfrey Sort of 
Bufinefs, (the Nature of which obferve afterwards.) Then the Parliament 
in Danger, and could not fit and act with Freedom, a Popith Maflacre at 
Hand, the Houfe evidently (as the Lord’s Petition expreffed) under the 
Power of Soldiers, the numerous Attendances, which our Author ftyles ho- 
nourable, forthwith aflemble to fecure the Members from Popifh Violence, 
that the Houfes may be free to a¢t and vote for the Safety of the Nation, 
the Scotch enter, or appear in Arms at leaft, to diftraét Counfels; and, 
perhaps, Infurrections in Exg/and, or it may be Rumors only, for the fame 
Reafon. If Beginnings had been any Thing propitious, as if a Regiment 
of Guards had gone over to Monmouth, who had been once their Com- 


mander, and fome would have had it fo again, what had been the Cata- 
ftrophe? ° 
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CXXVII, That this is no Romance, I appeal to the armed Equipages The Face of 
at Oxford; which were numerous, extraordinary, and openly to pe.gb- ae on 
ferved. The City of Oxford was a Redunanze of all the ative Party” ae 


Traders and Jobbers that ufed to be bufy in the Treafon Tradevat London ; 
and it was notorious, they all looked four and rough, and, in their ordinary 
Difcourfe, breathed nothing eafy or moderate. When the Parliament met, 
fome Perfons went to Work with all the Effrontery and Diligence imagi- 
 nable, It was very manifeft that all thefe Duings wete not for Humour, 
hat real Execution; to which they had certainly come, if the King had, 
by any Farneantife or Remiffneis, let their Line run into Opportunities to 
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fhape out Pretenfions and Handles, and to encourage their Party by De- 
monftration of a fair Game open before them. Thofe, who pat the moft 
favourable Conftruétion upon this Vifage of Arms at that Time, faid it 
was but a Feint to prevail on the King to adjourn them to W% eftminfler. or 
elfe to deter him to fuch a Degree, as he fhould not dare to prorogue or 
diffolve them. But fo much Pains, Application, and Charge, doth notn& 
to attend upon Feints. . 

CXXVIH. Ihave one Reafon more to prefume there was good Earneft 
in it, and that they thought the Duke of Monmouth the likelieft Perfon to 
feduce a Party in the Guards; and if they could, by any Means, fet him up 
with fome Royal Countenance, the Work was done. I have a Pamphlet 
by me, fhort, and put out foon after the Diffolution of that Parliament. 
It is titled, The Lord Shaftlbury’s Expedient for Jettling the Nation, dif- 
courfed with his Majeffy at Oxford, 24 March 1680-1. The Overture 
was very fhammith ; a Letter, from an unknown Hand, brought to the Earl 
of Shaftfbury, containing a Propofition, that, if the King would declare 
the Duke of Monmouth his Succeffor, it might ferve inftead of the Bill of 
Exclufion. The Earl, in great Puff, hyes him to the King as faft as Legs 
and Staff would convey him, and, being admitted, prefented his Difcovery, 
to which the King made a moft prudent Anfwer, concluding in a clear 
Negative. They did not know but the King might be tempted to favour 
his Son, though not legitimate, againit his Brother. If the King had but 
demurred, or fhewn a Difpofition to confider of it, the Rumor had flown, 
as of a Thing done, and Folks, being prepared, would fcarce ever have 
been convinced of the contrary. But, had the King given Way, then what 
Neceflity of immediate Arms to fecure this Succeffion? The Party had all 
chimed in, and the firft Scene of the Play was begun. The King could 
not indeed have been fo overfeen, as to create a War, in his Life-time, be- 
tween two Succeffors, as muft have been, if he had officioufly fet up a 
falfe one; one or other of which muft needs have oppreffed him, or a 
fourth Party have taken Advantage to opprefs all the three, ferving them all 
alike. Who will, may reflect on thefe Premiffes, and try if any other 
Conclufion can be drawn from them. I have, for Fullnefs of the Evidence, 
put_the Pamphlet itfelf at the End of this Chapter. 

CXXIX. As, in all States, there is a Civil, as well as military, Admini- 
ftration, fo, in this Oxford OEconomy, the Faction had another Order re- 
‘gimented, being a Detachment from the libelling Garrifon in London, who 
had in Charge the Train of Artillery (if I may fo term it) the Tongue 
and Pen Managery. Thefe were the Writers, Talkers, and Difpofers of 
News and .Libels, by Dire@tions of wifer Heads than their own. Mott 
Places of Refort at Oxford, efpecially about the Honfes of Parliament, where 
the Members frequented, were full of thefe Sparks, to argue Matters and Que- . 
{tions depending, to furnifh Members with Colours called Reafons, to take 
Notice of Objections, and to anfwer, or ridicule them; to rally every Thing 
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that looked loyal and quiet, to be always forthcoming at the Times of no- 
‘table Debates, and to hunt the Party Members in to the Queftion, to make 

themfelves acceptable by being good Company and puthing Difcourfe, ad- 

Vancing Satyr and News, and to banter if any pretended to talk on the 

Loyal Side, to dafh their Countenances with ridiculous Turns of Wit, and 
iewcone off with the Horfe Laugh, and fo to encourage their Party, and 
gain over Profelytes of as many as, by Dexterity of Courifhip, Flattering, 
Wheadling, Lying, and Reviling, could be invited into their Meafures. I 
muft confels, that, as others did, fo I followed the Camp to Oxford, and, 
being there, conld not but wonder, as I fuppofe they did at me, finding 
all my Court of Requeit, and Lobby Acquaintance, as crank and bufy at 
their Work, failing about from one Place to another, and often fixing in 
the Lobby Coffee-houfe, as if they were at their old Parliament Poft at 
Weftminfter ; and, at the fame Time, I knew very few of them were Lords 
of many Manors, or had any vifible Stock to maintain that Courfe of Life. 
By that, and diverfe other Indications, it appeared there was fome Fund of 
Money laid up for Incidents, and the current Charges of the Party; for they 
ferve none for nothing, rien pour rien ; but whence it came, I will not 
here pretend to divine, 

CXXX. Befides, there was a Magazine provided of Ammunition, Li- The Detach- 
bels, Lampoons, Satyrs, Pictures and Sing-fongs, for the Service at Oxford. pene ot Ta: 
Some adapted to deceive Men of Fortune and Education, well penned, and, their Maga- 
perhaps, in Heroic Verfe; others for the Rabble, and drunken, fottith zine atOxyord, 
Clubs, in Ballad Doggerel, with witty Pi@ure affixed, in dainty Conceit 
and Proportion ; notable Eloquence for the Eye! One was the King, for a 
Raree-Show, with his Box of Parliament Motions at his Back, and the 
Saints pulling him down into a Ditch —_— Help, * Cooper, Hughs and 
Snow, to pull down Raree-Show Another was called Mac- Ninny, 
which went for the Duke of York, where he was exprefled Half Jefuit, 
and Half Devil; the former Half, with a Brand in his Hand, firing Lon- 
don; and about Half a Dozen of the Tantivies were mounted upon the 
Church of England, booted and fpurred, riding it, like an old Hack, Tans 
tivy, to Rome; and the famous Writer of Pamphlets on the Court Side, 
Sir Roger LE flrange, was a Dog with a Broom (the Redus of his Bookéeller) 
tied to his Neck, and a Fiddle (to note one of bis Qualities) at his Tail, running 
away from a Whip; and the two Univerfities in {quare Caps ftanding by, 
cried, This is our Towzer. It is tedious to defcribe this Stuff, but tferul~ 
to fhew the Workings of falfe Men. There were other Varieties, but none 
took fo well as the Raree-Show; for, at a |] Nobleman’s Houle hard by, 
where fome Aldermen, and choice Lads of London, were entertained, they 
got drunk, and trolloll’d it bravely, — Help, Cooper, Hughs and Snow, &e. 
“There was alfo an Impreffion of Libel in Miniature upon Purple‘Ribbon, with 
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that looked loyal and quiet, to be always forthcoming at the Times of no- 

" table Debates, and to huntthe Party Members in to the Queftion, to make 
themfelves acceptable by being good Company and pufhing Difcourfe, ad- 
Vancing Satyr and News, and to banter if any pretended to talk on the 
Loyal Side, to dafh their Countenances with ridiculous Turns of Wit, and 
then come off with the Horfe Laugh, and fo to encourage their Party, and 
gain over Profelytes of as many as, by Dexterity of Courithip, Flattering, 
Wheadling, Lying, and Reviling, could be invited into their Meafures. “I 
muft confeis, that, as others did, fo I followed the Camp to Oxford, and, 
being there, could not but wonder, as I fuppofe they did at me, finding 
all my Court of Requeit, and Lobby Acquaintance, as crank and bufy at 
their Work, failing about from one Place to another, and often fixing in 
the Lobby Coffee-houfe, as if they were at their old Parliament Poft at 
Weftminfter ; and, at the fame Time, I knew very few of them were Lords 
of many Manors, or had any vifible Stock to maintain that Courfe of Life. 
By that, and diverfe other Indications, it appeared there was fome Fund of 
Money laid up for Incidents, and the current Charges of the Party; for they 
ferve none for nothing, rien pour rien ; but whence it came, I will not 
here pretend to divine. 

CXXX. Befides, there was a Magazine provided of Ammunition, Li- The Detach 
bels, Lampoons, Satyrs, Pictures and Sing-fongs, for the Service at Oxford, ment of Li- 
Some adapted to deceive Men of Fortune and Education, well penned, and, their Maga- 
perhaps, in Heroic Verfe; others for the Rabble, and drunken, fottith zine at Oxford 
Clubs, in Ballad Doggerel, with witty Pi€ture affixed, in dainty Conceie 
and Proportion ; notable Eloquence for the Eye! One was the King, for a 
Raree-Show, with his Box of Parliament Motions at his Back, and the 
Saints pulling him down into a Ditch Help, * Cooper, Hughs and 
Snow, to pull down Raree-Show Another was called Mac- Ninny, 
which went for the Duke of York, where he was exprefied Half Jefuit, 
and Half Devil; the former Half, with a Brand in his Hand, firing Lon- 
don; and about Half a Dozen of the Tantivies were mounted upon the 
Church of England, booted and fpurred, riding it, like an old Hack, Tan- 
tivy, to Rome; and the famous Writer of Pamphlets on the Court Side, 
Sir Roger Dfirange, was a Dog with a Broom (the Rebus of his Bookfeller) 
tied to his Neck, and a Fiddle (to note one of his Qualities) at his Tail, running 
away from a Whip; and the two Univerfities in fquare Caps ftanding by, 
cried, This is our Towzer. It is tedious to defcribe this Stuff, but fiferul~ 
to fhew the Workings of falfe Men. There were other Varieties, but none 
took fo well as the Raree-Show; for, at a || Nobleman’s Houle hard by, 
where fome Aldermen, and choice Lads of London, were entertained, they 
got drunk, and trolloll’d it bravely, — Help, Cooper, Hughs and Snow, &e. 
‘There was alfo an Impreffion of Libel in Miniature upon Purple’Ribbon, with 
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lacker’d Tin, ; the Words, No Popery, no Slavery. 'Thefe were worn by 
the Troop of Citifens attending their Members on the Road, and at Ox. 
ford, and were given out to be worn in Hats, and every one, that would, 
had his Favour; whether for any Signal, or Oftentation of Party, the Admiz 
niftrators beft knew, All thefe Provifions were notorious in open Day-light ; 
what then lay behind the Curtain, and in the Dark? It is faid, of Offices 
in Pofts of Trafts, They never play the Knave, but when they are cangot; 
for then it is eafy for them to fay they never did fo before. So here the 
Party Men, when thefe Things turned upon them and flew in their Faces, 
found it eafy to fay, what could all, that any one difcerned at Oxford, do? 
But ex pede Herculem. They, that let fo much be feen, had notable Referves 
however couched. But, to conclude; this Oxford Expedition was a ge- 
neral Rendefvouz of all the Defperado’s of the Party. They had the fa- 
mous three Ms, Men, Method, and Money ; with which a great * Ar- 
chitect ufed to fay he could do any Thing; and fo thefe Men thought of 
their Provifions, I leave it to the Indifferent to judge, where the arbitrary 
Defigns lay, 

Fadion con- | CXXXI, Matchiavel fays, that Ca/ar Borgia, his exa& Model of a Poli- 
founded by —tician, had provided for every poffible Incident, but his own Death ; anda 
the Difolu-  Surprife on that Side overturned all his fine {pun Projects. I may fay the 
, fame of this Faétion in and about Oxford; they had provided againft every 
Emergence of Peace or War, except that of the Diffolution of the Parliament ; 
which, happening ex improvifo, like a Thunder Stroke, fplit all their Defigns, 
and laid them flat; fo as, during that King’s Reign, nothing of them could 
be brought into Order to operate again. The Neceffity, the King lay under 
to do it, is manifeft from the Proceedings of the Lower Houfe, which are 
fet forth /iteratim in many Prints, and, more efpecially, a Declaration, 
often to be touched upon, which the King put forth, for making known 
his Reafons for diffolving thefe two Parliaments of Vefiminfier and Oxford, 
one after the other, which moft luculently folves all. It deferves welt to 
be here inferted at full Length, but, being no Compiler, I do not tranfcribe 
what is eafily had, even at large, in the Author before us ; of whofe Dif. 

cretion, and good Manners, relating to it, I have fomewhat to obferve, 
The Authors CXXXIT. But firft of the Diffolution itfelf, here take his honeft and cri- 
Libel on Oc. tical Account; The Diffolution of the two Parliaments, efpecially of the laft, 
ition in fo abrupt a Manner, raifed up a general Spirit of Di*eontent and D1- 
and theKing’e fFu/? in the Body of the People of England. ‘This is utterly falle, As for 
Decaration of the Weftminfter Parliament, I fhall make it appear evidently elfewhere (here 

aions. Fo . soe . . 

p. 398. Tam nor teady for the Particularities of that Affair) that, if there was any 
general Spirit of Difcontent, it was at their Sitting, and not being diffolved, 
And, as for the Oxford Parliament, the Matter was fo ordered amongft them- 
felves, that it became little lefs than impoffible they fhould fit longer; and 
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_ the People wete entirely fatishied upon the coming out of the Declaration. 
But we muft ufe a Method in conftruing this Author ; that is, let his ma- 
levolent Faétion be the People, for fo he muft always be underftood when 
“he appeals to the People; and, in them, there was a Spirit we grant (to 
oblige him) of worfe than Difcontent. And likewife for Difiruff, they 
raicht be fafceptible of that, who had ventured their Heads in the Service, of 
Shon afterwards (notwithftanding the Privilege of Ignoramus) few thought 
themfelves entirely fafe from the Law. This, fays he, made the King de- 

feend to an Apology for bimfelf, in an Appeal to the World by a Royal De- 

claration of the Caufes, &c. This raifed up (fays he) What? Anfwer; a 
Spirit of Difcontent and Diftruft. If he had faid, left the Enemies of 
the King fhould, from the Diffolution, make a Pretence or Handle to 
raife up a Spirit, @e. he had not been out of the Way. But a Subject, 
writing of the Perfon of a King, fhould have had more common Manners, 
than to put the Word Defcended, for the Word Condefcended; and worfe, 
the Word Apology (which is always from Inferiors to Superiors, or thofe who, 
on that Occafion, are fuppofed to be fuch) inflead of a moft gracious De- 
claration. One that had been Chaplain toa Lord might have been better bred: 
Bat this good King muft always be drawn little by him. And his own 
Order the Clergy muft have a Flap too; for, it being ordered by his Majefty, 
and, under him, by ecclefiaftical Authority to be read in Churches, The 
Clergy paid a chearful Compliance to the Reading it, and thereby gave Of- 

fence to fome of their Patrons, and to many of the People. What? would 
he have had them difobey, and not read it at all, contrary to their Duty and 

Canonical Oath? Was it like a Declaration of Indulgence in latter Times, 
which fome of the Bifhops refufed to difperfe; and, where they were dif- 
perfed, many Clergy refufed to publith what was againft the Laws of 
Church and State? Faétion hath a wonderful Authority, if nothing muft be 
done, however dutiful and lawful, if it doth not pleafe them, Then note 
the Libcl Diale&; Some Patrons, and many People. Thismay be true; and, 
though looking big, fignify nothing; for two of one Sort, and three of 
another, ferves Turn. The Author adds, that 

fair, was by no-Means popular; which is falfe, by Demonftration of Mul- 
titudes of Addreffes that came to the King, with their Thanks for it, 

But then, Some thought it nothing but a Torrent of Words, There’sa 
doughty Objection! I guefs, the Royal A& itfelf, when looked into, -will 
get the better of thofe Some. But this fame Torrent is a favourite Word, 
and ferves in the Quality of found Reafoning in many Places of his Book. 
But others bad a worfe Opinion of it, as a Stretch of Prerogative, and a 
profeffed Infult upon the late Members of bsth Houfes. Who are thefe Na- 
tions of Some and Others? Perhaps, and Idiot, or two, of the,Faétion: Tam 
fre no other cculd ferioufly write this. For a Stretch, that is Exercife of 

‘Prerogative over-rigoroufly, intends fome Fact done, or to be dones And how 
the King’s Difcourfe to the Public, commanding nothing, came to be an 
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Exercife of Prerogative, I am to learn, Then follows, Many thought it 
@ mere Nullity, Were is another Nation fprung, the Many; 't were mate- 
rial to know if they were famous for Learning or not; becaufe the Werd 
Nullity is a forenfic Term, and is oppofed to Validity, and both refer ts 
Legal Obligation; and what that has to do with a Declaration, or Relation, 
which is telling a Story, Iam to feek. When a Man fpeaks his Mind, the 
faying that itisa Nuility, is as wife as faying a Parchment Deed, not fealed, 
isa Non Ens. But, in the former Scrap, the Word Infult is pleafant. I 
never heard that an Action of Infult and Battery was brought, for being 
called Fool or Knave. But it feems the King may not fpeak, at leaft not 
Truth, againft a fadtious Party of Men, but his Prerogative is ftreched, 
his Words Nu/ities; (and how then can they ftretch any Thing?) But, 
what is wore, thefe Nu/lities turn to Infults. 
No one Ex- CXXXIII. It may feem ftrange that I have beftowed fo many Words 
Siena upon thefe Expreffions of the Author; and I muft confefs, that, confider- 
Declaration of ing the arrant Nonfenfe, and (good Nullity, ftand a little afide) the No- 
Beafons. thingnefs of them, it is no better than trifling: The rather, becaufe I do 
not bring in any Notes upon the fubjeét Matter of the Declaration here, 
being referved to another Place; and that, fince the Author hath not made 
an Exception to any one Point of Faét, or Matter of Reafon in it, no An- 
fwer is required, unlefs I am allowed to fay, that the falfe Character of 
it, given here, is in Generals and Indefinites, made up of Sentences either 
undetermined, nonfenfical, or Contradictions. No Matter, therefore, at 
prefent, what the Thing is, fo it appears what the Author is; which, I 
think, I need not in Terms declare. But fince he is pleafed to fall foul 
upon a Royal Declaration, which is ever accounted gracious to the People 
(whom his Majefty thereby makes Judges, of the Sincerity of his Govern- 
ment, in certain Refpects) and in a Way more frivolous than when the in- 
temperate vulgar {cold and call Names; I had lefs Regard to that than 
to the Dignity of the Declaration, which latter chiefly induced me, by 
thefe Notes, to deterge fome of the frothy foul Slaver he has {pit at it. _ 
‘the Manner CXXXIV, Now, becaufe the Author faid the Manner of the Diffolution 
of the Diflo- was aérupt, I will proceed to fhew the Circumftances, or. (to oblige bim) 
aCe the very Manner of it; which, I think, will oblige alfo the Reader with 
fomewhat more diverting, than quarrelling with his Nonfenfe, The Com- 
mons complained that the Convocation Houfe was too ftraight for them 
to iit and tranfaét in; and, at their Defire, Orders were given for the im- 
mediate fitting up the Theatre for their Ufe. The King concerned himfelf 
much about’ the Difpofition of it, viewed the Defign, gave his Judgment, 
and carne in Perfon among the Workmen; and, particularly on Saturday, 
26 March 1681, 1 had the Honour of fecing him there, and obferved. his 
taking Notice of every Thing. Upon Sunday next his Majefty was pleafed, . 
efpecially towards the Evening, to entertain himielf and his Court with 
Difcourfe of the wonderful Accommodation the Houfe of Commo... would 
find 
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find in that Place, and, by his Obfervations, and Defcriptions, fhewed how 
“it was to be.; All this While the Spies and Eves-droppers could find no 
Symptom of a Diffolution, but rather of the contrary, that the Parlia- 

nt was like to make a long Seffion of it. The next Morning, which 
“f Monday, the King came to the Houfe of Lords, as he was wont, in 
afchair, and another Chair followed with the Curtains drawn, but, inftead 
of \a Lord, as was thought to be in it, there was only the King’s Robes, 
Thus they went and fat down ina withdrawing Room, When the Robe 
Chair was opened, a grofs Miftake appeared, for the Garter Robes were 
put up inftead of the Robes of State; fo the Chair mutt go back, with an 
Officer, to bring the right. A Lord happened to be in the Room, who, 
upon this Difcovery, was ftepping out (as they thought) to give the Alarm: 
Upon which thofe with the King prevailed to continue his Lordthip in the 
Room till the Chair returned, and Matters were fixed, and then he had 
his Liberty. The Black Rod, at the Houfe of Commons Door, was the 
firft Caufe of Sufpicion in the Houfe of Commons, The Reafon of this 
Privacy was to prevent bad Language, or worfe, in parting Votes; as had 
happened upon the Diffolution of the former Parliament. And the Pre- 
caution was more reafonable, becaufe, if any Evil was ripe, it might pre- 
vent the Execution of it: Or, perhaps, his Majefty had no Mind to be 
troubled with too many Interpofers with their dark Objections; as Sire, 
what do you mean? Does your Majefty confider? Firft think what will be 
the Confequence ; and the like. And, I guefs, befides weightier Confide- 
rations, the King defired to free himfelf from fuch Kind of Importunities. 

CXXXYV. After this Coup de Maifire of a Diffolution, all departed {Cat- Breaking up 
tering to and fro; and, inftead of thofe bluftering Difcourfes and menacing a Oxfrd, and 
Looks, which the Gentlemen of the Party ufed before, now they were These tat 
creft fallen, appeared little abroad, and, when any did come forth, one to Lill. 
might read now putaram in their Looks, It is not to be.exprefled, what 
Clutter there was in Town about getting off. The Price of Coaches 
mounted Cent. per Cent. in a Quarter of an Hour. It was the Conceit of 
aforeign Minifter, that the Town looked asif it had been befieged, and juft 
furrendered, upon, Articles forthwith to remove. ‘The King went that 
Night and lay at Windjer, and next Day to 7Vhitehall; no hard Travelling 
for a Prince that feldom or never went to Newmarket but in a Day; much 
lefs in the Speed of a King ranning away before a victorious Enemy. But 
now this cternal Libeller of ours, has found out a finifter Conftru@ion 
even of this moderate Journey to Lezd:n from Oxjerd in two Days, viz. 
a Running away for Fear of the Parliament, and that his Majefty was huge 
glad when he was got fafe Home, His Words are thele; The Kitg im- 
uiediately took Coach, and drove in Hajle to Windfor, where be lay that 
Night, and the next Morning be pofted away to Whitehall, Jeeming there 
eMremely pleafed tiat Le bad made his Efeape, as it were, from Oxford, 
and got a Deliverance jrom bis Parliament, 
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CXXXVI. Who, but one furrendered to Shame, could give a Defcription {6 
impertinent and frivoloufly malicious as this? When he could find nothing elfe 
in the Bufinefs to ridicule, he falls upon the Journey, and makes the Hojfes 
large Trot, accule the King of childith Timidity. He has a rich Fahgy 
in contriving Diminutives of Majefty, and, at the fame Time, exalting 
the alternate Grandeur, and tremendous Authority of his Party. Obferfe 
the flowing Eloquence, — immediately, —in Haft, ~ pofted— made efc 
— Deliverance; then comes it feems, and, as if were. What a Poetical 
Hurry it is, to get fafe to Whiteball, panting and out of Breath, asa Fox 
to his Earth; which would have been an admirable Simile for his Pur- 
pofe? But the Author is Secretary to his Party, and writes their ridiculous 
Talk to one another, when they would chear their Hearts with a little 
forced Laughing. Obferve how contrarily this Paffage will work, Was 
the King afraid? then he faw Caufe for it; he might have Intelligence the 
Party was ready to ftrike. There is more Reafon to conclude the Faction 
guilty of moft damnable traiterous Defigns, than that the King run away 
for vain Fear: When it is notorious, no King ever expofed himfelf, to At- 
tempts upon his Perfon, as he continually did, even to a Fault; and no 
Inftance can be fhewed, of an Act of perfonal Fear, that ever was charged 
upon him, There was more Reafon, if at all, to fear the Parliament at 
Weftminfter, where the beloved City was near, and a great and fmall Rab- 
ble at the Beck of his Enemies, 

CXXXVII. The Tide is ftrangely turn’d. Before this Meeting, if we may 
believe the petitioning Lords, either the Parliament, or their Lordthips for 
them, were afraid of the King ; now they, and their Party are gone, and all 
their Projects iz Fumo; why muft he be afraid of them? What inconfiftent 
Stuff will not Libel put together ? But the King neither did, nor had Reafon to 
fear much in that Conjuncture ; for he was precautioned by the affected Pre- 
parations of the Party, and had his Guards in Order, tome in the City, 
and fome quartered about, the Lord Lieutenant, Sheriff, Gentry and Com- 
monalty, in Oxford/hire, generally Loyal. The contrary Pofture to this, 
that is of general Difcontent and Infirmity of the Military Difpofitions, . 
the Party did not expect to find; but hoped that, with the Opportunity 
of a long Seffion, they might find Means to create. And, as*for the Par- 
liament itfelf, the very Exiftence of it depended on the King’s Will; but, 
according to this Author, they were the Jury to try the King for his Life, 

ead the Trial being put off, he run Home as faft as he could. So much 
Notice taken of his Stuff, makes me fpit, and, I fear, it may make a 
Reader dé worfe. . 

CXXXVIII. Now is the grand Crifis, of all this political Ferment, over; and, 
from henceforward, the Affairs of the Party went fcurvily, their Fervor was 
abated: And; although fome Time after, as a Giant worfted in Fight, they, 
fummoneg their Force into one Effort, at the Rye, as a dead-doing Bloy, 
yet, that mifling, Affsirs went from bad to worfe, and fo on to woift of 

all, 
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“ll, which was their being reduced to lie much at the Mercy of the King, 
though he made Examples of but few; which uncommon Lenity of Go- 
va ee Tam afterwards to thew forth at length, It is very ordinary for 
Practices in fecret, after failing of Succefs, to appear above-board, na- 
d and plain, developed from thofe mytterious Clouds that veiled them 
ber, So it fell out here; there were daily Difcoveries of bad Doings, to 
the utter Confufion of the Authors of them, as appeared eminently in the 
Cafe of Stephen Colledge, and others, of whom clfewhere. But now, af- 
ter this parlous Declaration of the King’s Reafons laid afide for @ Stretch, a 
Torrent, an Infult, and, after all, a Nullity, that is nothing at all, the Au- 
thor comes with his Reafons for this Diffolution, viz. Hir Majefly had 
taken Offence at the Oxford Parliament, for the particular Zeal ‘of the 
People, in many of their Elections, and for the particular Refpects paid to 
the Members of the City of London, tn a great Retinue watting on them, 
&c. Particular Zeal, and particular Refpeéts, are notable Notions. As fot 
the Zeal, if the Members, chofen and returned up, had not, by their Pro- 
ceedings, made the Diffolution neceffary, but had gone on with the Bufi- 
nefs temperately, I prefume the King had not fallen out with them, be- 
caufe fome, perhaps, were fent up by a Pack of Knaves, and rode to Ox- 
ford, with a riotous Company about them, and with the myftick Ribband 
in their Hats, as the City Members did, And as for the Refpeéts, which 
were fo particular, here is, at the Clofe, avery fufpicious, &c, which, right- 
ly interpreted, will refolve the whole Story of Arms, &c, (if I may ufe the fame 
Figure) at Oxford. This Retinue, at leatt a Troop of Horfe, well arm’d, 
for the Citifens, and, then, under the Banner of, &c, comes the Earl of 
Shaft/bury, and the Lords of his Senfe, to fay nothing of diverfe other like 
Commoners, with their Attendances, was very particular, indeed, with- 
out Example, fince-Rumney-Mead and Magna Charta, and hath almoft 
confefs'd the Guilt of thofe who were queftioned for it, It is an egregious 
Confidence to invent Reafons for a King that hath declared his own pub- 
licly, and all without falfifying in any one Tota of that Declaration. And 
it is fenfelefs to conceit that the King, whofe State and Government was 
concerned, fhould be humourfome, and take Snuff at his Parliament, for 
the Moralities of the Electors, before they had met to give him any Oc- 
cafion of Offence. If the Author had faid, the Nature of many Elections, 
and the fufpicious Attendance at Oxford, might abate the Confidence the 
King might otherwife have had in their good Will towards hing upon 
which Account he became a little more watchful over them,-He had not 
been much awry; but he will have the King’s Heart in his Hand,, which 
the Text (that he forgets) fays is in the Hand of the Lord. + 
CXXXIX. We are now got fafe from the Parliament and fettled in 
y frezdon ; and, asI touched before, the Oxford Project proving abortive, the 
‘ Kein Engine began to be out of Order, and, moving irregularly, clattered 
vtry.much. The Witnefles, which the FaGtion kept in Poigne (like falfe 
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Dice, high and low Fullhams) to be played forth upon Plots, and to maké~ 
Difcoveries as there was Occafion, were now chap-fallen, and began to talk ~ 
on the other Side; and then it was not long before the greateft Part of this 
knotted Sedition and Treafon came forth: And although fome, as Colledge, 
Roufe, and particularly the Earl of Shaft/bury (whofe Cafes hall come x. 
afterwards) efcaped for a while, by Virtue of Igvoramus; yet the Law, ‘ii 
length, got the better of fome of them, upon which the whole Scene fell 
out to be proved, But the Particulars are adjourned over to the third 
Part of this Work. And, in the mean Time, we muft look upon it that, 
about London, the Party was fafe ; the godly Sheriffs, that had made their 
Difpofitions on the Frontier, would not look back. Yet, for Confirmation 
of this Security, the choiceft Pens of the Party went to work; and diverfe 
Books and Pamphlets came out, to furnifh Jury-men with plaufible Reafons 
to forfwear themfelves, and to fet up their Confciences againft their Oaths, 
Common Fame charged Sir William “fones, the late Attorney-General, who 
had thrown up his Employ, and taken himfelf into the Faction, to have 
compofed a little Book titled Advice to Grand-Furies. It is certain that, 
in that petit Piece, if it was his, he put forth all the Subtilety of his Inven- 
tion to draw Grand-Juries to a factious Bias, and to fhew them how, with 
a bon Grace, they might refift the Law and take the Bit in their Teeth, 
in order to be perjured fecumdum Artem. A\\ this Endeavour and ftraining 
of the Party, was to fave their Friends in general, but more immediately, 
the noble Earl, their Head: And I am bold to fay, for thofe Gentlemen, 
that no Perfon was ever fo firmly, induftrioufly, and refolutely fuftained by 
a Party, as his Lordthip was. It were well if Men of orderly and quiet 
Difpofitions had half that Care of one another, as thefe turbulent Spirits had. 
Tam forry for the long Walk I have taken to come at the Examinations 
and Proceedings againit the faid Earl. I could not, without Relations of 
Matters, and fome Obfervations, give a due Luftre to the Author’s Falfities 
and Malice in many Inftances, as Ihave done, though moft of them lie out 
of Order and confufed, as needed to be for the meeting him in odd Corners 
and Places; but moft efpecially, as to the Cafe of his Lordfhip, to make 
bare the Villainy of his Conduét, and the Folly of diverfe of his Pafiages, 
which indeed required fuch Relations. And, as to the Defects and Imper- 
feMions of them, I can only promife to make Amends in other Places, where 
I thall refume moft of thefe Concerns, already touched, with exprefs Inten- 
etion tQ explain them more fully, 

CXL. After the Author has daubed over Colledge’s Trial with a deal of 
his nafty Ink, refleGting on the Matter and every Circumftance of it (gran 
Mercé%o his Authors the Libellers of that Time) he advances to the Cate of 
the Earl, and introduceth it thus; It was propofed to make an Example of 
a Peer, as well as of a poor Commoner. This is no lefs falfe than mahi 
cious and -foolith. At what Council, or by what Statefman was this. wise 
Overture made? The Confult, according to this Author, if he means arly 

Thing, 
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“Thing, was, firft, if a Peer, then what Peer, and, laftly, to find Evidence: 
- And all to make a fort of Regularity and Conformity of Example. A Com- 
m@per, a Peer, wonderful Specious! What Awf doth he fancy can ever be- 
i * this more foolifh than wicked Confideration to be the Counfel of a 
ung allowed to be very knowing in Men and Affairs of State and Juftice, 
‘tled by an able upright Miniftry, as ac length appeared to be about him 
at that Time? And yet his Authorfhip brazens it forth as dictatorially, as 
if nothing were extant upon Record, or in Print, of the Cafe; by which it 
appears that the Evidence againft the Earl was flagrant, even when he was firft 
thonght of to be profecuted. So far was it from a Propofition to make a Con- 
formift of him, But we forget fure that all Senfe and Truth muft give Way, 
when the Author’s Will and Pleafure advances; and he affords us that but in 
Scraps, with ftrong Sauce, which we muft take in without enquiring what 
Carrion it is made of. And thus, out of an Excefs of fhallow Difingenuity, 
he tranfgreffes his own facred Laws of Libel, which, as Romances, ought 
to carry fome Face of Probability ; but this has none. 

CXLI. He goes on; but remember the firft Refolve was a Peer, for Bi- Reafons for 
enjance, no matter for Guilt; next comes on the Point, what Peer? My Rarlof Shae 
Lord of Shaftfbury was moft odious to the Court, and the more fo, because buy to this 
his Lordjbip, with feveral other Peers, had entered a Preteftation againf} Honour. 
the Lords rejecting the Impeachment of Fitzharris, and, upon the Diffolu- 
tion of the Parliament, returned to London immediately, as if he intended 
thereby to influence the City againft the Court. Here are three Divifions 
of Caufes why the Earl was {elected to be an Example. 1. He was more 
than moft odious to the Court. That the Papifts, w/z, the Court, were angry 
with him, and refolved to profecute him to Difgrace and Ruin, was com~- 
municated to us a great while ago; I fuppofe before this Conformity Propo- 
fition was made; and all for his Zeal for the Proteftant Religion and Pro- 
perty. The greateft Odium could not draw more; but it feems it was aug- 

~ mented, 2. By protefting, with other Peers, in the Cafe of Fitzharris. This 
Matter is a little new, and I doubt we fhall not underftand the Author’s 
Riddle yet, but muft wait upon the Cafe of Fitzbarris, in the Second Part, 
for it. Now all this would not have done alone; for any other Peer, out 
of the Lift of Protefters, might have been taken and made a Peerifh Ex- 
ample of. But then, 3d/y, his Lordfhip went Home as if he would influ- 
ence the Citifens againft the Court. Now this is peculiar to his Lordfhip’s 
Cafe, and decides the Preference to him. Of thefe three in their Orler, 

CXLIT. Firft, as to the Odium of the Papifts, that moved hig Profecu- 1. Osiam of 
tion, or rather fwayed the Chance upon him, fince the Author Rds not been the 2pits 
pleafed to tell all, I think, fora clear Infpection of the Matter, the belt Way 
will be to go over his Lordthip’s Cafe, and thew what it was, and the grots 
Steps taken, by the Papifts, tomake fomewhat out of it, and &lifo his Lord- 

Uifip sPDefence: Which Work, as to the Main, will be eafily dong, becaufe 
tI whole Proceeding is in Print for Mearn and Baker, in 1681+ For thefe 
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Papifts were fo weak as to publith all their Perfecutions, efpecially of Peers> 
As for the minute Circumftances, I hell leave them referred to the Print. 
And, to fay Truth, Raillery apart, fuch Publications, as thefe were, by Con- 
mand of Authority, in contefted Matters, are the beft Check of Hiftpry. 
For, if the Fats are not true, or Inferences vicioufly drawn, the adverfe 
Party foon make a Blazon of them abroad; the Confideration of whicy, 
is the Caufe of ufing very great Care and Integrity therein, ; 

CXLII, Sir Robert Sawyer, the Attorney-General, had Experience of 
the Temper of his Grand-Juries, by their Reje@ion of former Bills of In- 
diétment, which he had preferred upon fufficient Evidence. And it was dif 
courfed about the Town, that the Bills were not found for Want of fufficient 
Evidence; and, particularly, that there was nothing confiderable againft the 
Earl to fupport the Indidiment, intended to be preferred againft him at the 
Old-Baily, for High Treafon, This was a certain Indication that, whatever 
the Evidence was, the Party was fixed to return upon the Bill Ignoramus. This 
touched the Attorney near ly in his Reputation, and was of the laft Confequence 
to the King whom he ferved; who mutt not pretend to rule where the Laws, 
that guarded his juft Power and Safety, were enervated, and the very Of- 
fers ata regular Procefs were, by the Faction, (fo far as their Dealings by 
perpetual Lyes in Talk and Print would infer) returned back in Infamy up- 
on him, Therefore it was his Defire, and the common Advice of thofe who 
were confulted and depended on in Matters of Law, that he (Mr. Attorney) 
fhould publicly move the Court, as he did ; and it was thereupon ordered 
that the Evidence, upon the Bill cf Treafon againft the Earl, thould be 
given to the Grand-Jury in open Court, and not, privately, in the Grand- 
Jury-Chamber. The rather, becaufe it was found that the Jury-Men, in 
thefe Cafes, inftead of examining, fell to brow-beating the Witnefles, and 
fo, by Taunts and Reflections, made them uncapable to teftify in any Or- 
der ; which was intolerable. 

CXLIV, That the Jury-men, in this Cafe, were of the mot hardened 
in Fadtion, and pick’d out from the very Center of the Party, may appear by 
the very Sound of fome of their Names, as Bernardifton, Papillion, Du- 
bois, Edwin, Shepbeard, Godfrey, &c. memorable Perfons; the reft not fo 
well worth naming. After they were fworn, the Lord Chief Juftice Pem- 
berton made to them a reafonable Difcourfe by way of Charge, thewing 
what by Law was their Office and Duty. Then the Bill was prefented and 


- read, “and Mr. Attorney offered to proceed to the Teftimony, But the 


Foreman claimed, as their Privilege, to examine the Witneffes in private ; 
and diverfe of them, one after another, as the Spirit moved, infifted on the 
fame, alledging fomewhat or other by Way of Pretence. The Chief Ju- 
ftice declared that, if the King defired the Examination thould be public, 
the Court cotild not refufe to grant it: Befides, it would prevent all Mi- 
flakes and Mifreports of the Evidence, and, with much Reafon and Temper _. 
anfwered all their Scruples, Of the reft of the Judges, fome {poke, and,all 
concurred in the fame Senfe. So that, after a fenfelefs Altercation with the 
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“Gourt, they ftood over-ruled. And, to demonftrate the Partiality in the 
returning this Grand-Jury, I muft not let pafs a Behaviour of Sheriff Pz/&- 
ington. He moved the Judges, as it were in his own Name, that the Wit- 

s might be examined apart, and not in the hearing of one another; and 

Yad, for his Pains, a Rebuke from the Court for concerning himfelf, as a 

arty, againft the King, whofe Officer he was: But yet it was fo ordered. 
Whoever obferves in the Print, what a Stir thefe pragmatical Jury-men 
made about Trifles, and with what Tendernefs they were treated by the Court, 
even where they had leaft Colour, muft fay that there could not be a more 
fair, or juft, Examination, and that the Court, Counfel, and Agents for the 
King, all acted as Men that had given Security for their good Behaviour. 

CXLV. The Author, for the whole Offence of the Earl, charged in the The sum of 
Indictment, and proved by the Witneffes, gives only a Scrap or two, taken, Pe ae 
as he pretends, out of the Teftimony; but fo far from the Fulnefs and jpaacent. 
Pinch of the Charge and Proof thereupon, that it is impoffible to under- 
ftand from him what the Matter was. And that is plainly his Defign, as. 
in other Inftances noted, by givinga Piece, and a forry one, for the Whole, 
the better to conceal the Truth. Therefore I think it neceffary to fill up 
his Blanks, and give an Extract of the Indi€tment. For the Offence, as it 
was proved, may more readily and concifely be taken from thence, than 
gathered from the Talk of the Witnefles who proved the Whole, The 
Treafon was upon the Article in 25 Edw. IH. for intending and com- 
paffing the Death of the King. The overt A€ts were, that he confulted 
with Booth, and others, to bring his Defign to Effe&t, and, for that End, 
made a Provifion of armed Men; and, to encourage the Undertaking, did 
declare,’ that, in a fhort Time, the Parliament was to fit at Oxford; he had 
infpeCted the Elections, and the Inclinations of the Members; and he was 
fure they would infift on three Things: 1/, The Bill of Exclufion. 

_adly, The Repeal of 35 Eliz. 3dly, A Bill to unite the Proteftants, (be- 

“ing a traiterous Affociation) and other wholefome Bills, to which he was 
certain the King would refufe to give his Royal Affent; and therefore, that 
he did expect there would follow a Divition between the King and the 
Parliament, and that many Lords and Commoners were of the fame 
Opinion, arid were refolved to infift on his palling them; and, if he refu- 
fed, they had provided Strength enough to compel him to grant them ; 
and, for his Part, he had provided ftout Men, to be commanded by Cap- 
tain Wilkinfon, of whom he had agreed Bzsath fhould be one. Ande alfo* 
declared, that the King was a Man of no Faith, and that these Ge no 
Truft in him; that he deferved to be depofed as well as Richard We and 
farther, that he never would defift, untill he had brought Englend into a 
Common-wealth without a King, and that he, and the Affiftants, which he 

_ Fan bos many, would make England a Common-wealth as Holland 

hes, nd they would live as in As//and, and the King and all kis Family 
{Mould be rooted out; and that he bad faid alfo that the King was a Man 
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ofan unfaithful Heart, and not worthy to be trufted, and not fit to ruj¢ 
and govern, being falfe, unjuft and cruel to his People, and, if he would 
not be governed by his People, they would depofe him. £ 
CXLVI. This is the Sum, all which was proved to a Letter, an4 
great .Deal more; as, who will, may fee in the Print. But the Authot. 
pretending to give a Sum of the Evidence, hath taken nothing of all this. 
but other Paffages, which fome of the Witnefies teftified, not proper to 
be put in the Indidtment, yet fuch as he thought would make the Treafon 
look flight and ludicrous; which being no common Species of Falfifica- 
tion, and to fave the Reader the Trouble of collating his Book, I will ex- 
tract from him, ws, That W7/kinfén was to command a Troop of Horfe 
in the Army the Earl was to raile; that litthe Good was to be done 
to Things, fo long as the King’s Guards were about him; if the 
King fhould offer any Violence to the Parligment at Oxford, he would 
meet with a ftrong Oppofition ; that theDuke of Bucks had as much 
Right to be King, as any Stwert in England, Here is all the Author 
gives us in his Account of this fiery. Perfecution of the Earl, as if there 
had been nothing in the Cafe far beyond it. Nay, even thefe Points are 
not in the Charge, and little in the Proof. Had he faid nothing particular 
of the Charge, he had come off better; though the Title of his Book 
obliged him to give a true and compleat Account of it. He had the Print 
before him, and might have fairly extraéted it, But, for the Sake of tra- 
ducing a Government ina judicial Procefs, to write {carce the Froth, for the 
whole Subftance of it (to fay no worfe) is much worfe than Lying, 
CXLVII. But now, to go on with fome Matters that fell in the Evi- 
dence, there was a Paper found under his Lordthip’s Lock and Key in 
his Clofet, being a Draught of a treafonable Affociation. This the Jury 
Men, who acted as Counfel for the Defendant, would have thufled 
off, on Pretence that Mention had been made in Parliament of a Bill 
of Affociation to be brought in. Whether this was intended to be 
that or not, was not material, fo long as the Import of it was trea- 
fonable:” For one of the Ends exprefled, was to deftroy the mercenary 
Forces in and about London, which were manifeftly the King’s or- 
dinary Guards; and then that, fitting the Parliament, the Government 
was to be in the Majority of the Members: But the Thing itfelf did not 
import as if it yere to be ena&ted by Parliament, The Author brings forth 
the Agthority of one of his choice Counfel learned-in the Laws, Sir Sobu 
Haulejy, who is of Opinion, that this Paper was not proved a Faét of 
the Barl’s, “but only in his Cuftody; true; and, for that Reafon, it was 
not entered in the Indictment as an overt’ A@, and, if that’ had been 
done and froved, it had been a faflicient Conviction; but it was ufed only 
as a Circumffance that made the direct Evidence more credible; sand fi 
thefe Cafes, fome feditious Practices at large, though not direct Tieffo.. 
are received in Ptoof for the like Intent, There was another found, whith 
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““gade more Noife in Town than this, but, by Reafon the Title was enig- 
matic, it could not regularly be offered as Evidence. It wasa Lift of 
Names of Men, under the Titles of Worthy Men, and Men worthy, in 

“tw Columns, The firft, by Interpretation, was of Preferment, and 
tie’ other to be hanged. But, in the Obfervation of the Public, that 
White and Black Lift was a notable Difcovery; for it thewed by what fan- 

~“quinary, as well as partial, Meafures, the Party had proceeded, if their De- 

" figns had taken Effeét, and quadrates exa@tly with the Difcoveries of the 
Rye Confpiracy, as the Accounts of it fhew. 

_CXLVIIT, But the Author, befides curtailing the material Part of the The Proofs 
Earl’s Cafe, hath fuppreffed two of the material Witnefles examined againft curtailed, 
him, as appears by the Print, who, without any other Teftimony or Cir- 
cumftances, were fufficient to have made good the Indiétment, as to the 
finding it by the Grand-Jury ; and thofe were Ivy and Dennis. He names 
Booth, Smith, Hayns, Macknamarra, with the Scraps of the leaft mate- 
rial Part of their Evidence, as I obferved before, but nothing of Ivy and 
Dennis. If he had not made a falfe Shew of a particular Account of the 
Evidence, I had not made this Obfervation of his prevaricating, as before, 
by putting a Part, and the leaft of all, for the Whole, with Intent, by that 
Flam (like a common Jugler) to difguife, or rather fupprefs all the reft. I 
hope it appears now that there is fomewhat more in the Cafe, than the De- 
cency of Quality, in coupling a Peer with a poor Commoner, to occafion a 
Profecution for High-Treafon. It is well the Earl was otherwife qualified than 
by his Peerage, that is, by being odious to the Papifts, to diftinguith him ; 
elfe, ferioufly, the whole Set of the protefting Peers might have taken Of 
fence, as put upon a Level in Treafon. with him, chofen out of their Com- 
pany, not per fe, but, per accidens. 

CXLIX, At this Examination, according to Cuftom, the Wapping and Ke ark 
uburb Detachments, were upon Duty, poflefled of the Yard, the Street, full of yaa 
Infolence and Threats in their Bruitand Faces: And, when the Return of Ig- 
noramus was made, there was an hideous Shout, of which the Author will 
give us Occafion to fay more anon, The fcandalous Perjury of thefe Igno- 
ramus Returns, lay in this, that, upon an Indiétment, the Examination is 
only an Inqueft of Office to accufe, and not a Trial to condemn, or acquit, 
the Party, And therefore they hear only the Profecutor, and never any De- 
fendant; and, when diverfe Offences come to their Knowledge, they have 
not a Difcretion to return to the Court one Information, and to wthhold* 
another, but they are to return every unlawful Fa@, of which th& have 
Knowledge either of themfelves, or from lawfnl Tettimony.” ff ta he 
ftimony be not lawful, as but one Witnefs in Treafon (for the Gtatiite fays 
_ two lawful Accufers) or if the Teftimony be not exprefs to the Matter 
eh gor if that be frivolous or Nonfenfe, then there is no Information, 
~ id Hy return that they have no Knowledge of fuch Fact, which is Ig- 
_/nbranus, Butif the Teftimony be lawful and full, it is Bila vera, fo is 
, P . the 
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the Form, and then the Defence upon Circumftances, fuch as miftake of the’ 
Perfon, Perjury of the Witneffes, and the like, doth not belong to them, 
becaufe it comes not in Examination before them; and for them to grcw 
up, as they pretended, from mere Informers, to become Triers, of the Fz <t, 
w@contrary to Law, the Inftitution and Duty of their Offices, and no bet, 
ter than rank Perjury. ‘They are not to return to the Court their privatg 
Opinion, as the Triers do that fay Not gusty; but they return (as I faid™ 
their Information only, which, being legal, is, to all the Intents of any 
Inqueft, vera. And the fetting up their Confciences, as to the Merits, 
which cannot be decided but by another Trial, and hearing both Sides, is a 
rank Ufurpation, or, rather, an Objtruction of the common Courfe of Juttice. 
But here was no Room, even for that, which made their A& the more im- 
pudent and fcandalous; for there was not only a legal Teftimony, but, as 
it appeared, a convicting Evidence of High Treafon; and yet, for the Sake 
of this Head of the Party, the Law muft be laid afide. 

CL, This indeed was a fingular Cafe, both for the Value of the Perfon, 
and the Neceflity that fell upon the Faétion, for faving of him, to ftop the 
Law in the firft Inftance. If the Earl, precious as he was to them, had 
been attaint by his Peers, it was to be feared the Tendernefs of his Skin 
would not have ftood Buff againft a blockifh Extermination, but fuch 
Difcoveries might have been made, by Way of Price for his Head, as were 
terrible for the whole Party, and the Interefts they ferved, to think of. And 
they had not in their Hands his Trial, for that went up to the Peers, as 
they had of a Commoner that would come to a Jury of the fame Stamp; 
for then they might have let the Indi€tment go, and the Petty-Jury, with 
better Colour, had acquitted him ; which had faved to the Party that enor- 
mous Scandal of Ignoramus: A Point they would have willingly gained, 
for open Infamy doth no Party Service; and it isa Prejudice not to be in- 
curred without utmoft Neceflity, which Neceffity fell out here, becaufe_ 
they dare not truft the Trial of this noble Earl to his Peers. It is a ma- 
nifeft Evidence, that what the Jurymen did was againft their Con{ciences ; 
for if they had thought the Earl innocent, or that no fatal Confequences, 
to the Party, had hung to an Attainder of him, they would have trufted 
the Peers, who, of all Judicatures in the World, are generally moft indul- 
gent to the Members of their own Body, of whom they are the only Triers 
capitally. And, to fay Truth, this Party did not manage fo cunningly as 
they might have done; for this topping the Law, at the Grand-Jary, in plain 
Cafes, a they did at firft in the Cafes of fome Commoners, without letting 
them_gpme to Trial, where it might, with much better Colour, have been 
dong, ‘made them more deteftable, as having no Excufe. But yet, to do 
thenrRighs, I guefs, even in that, they had Reafon, which was to obviate 
all Manner of Notice or Publication of the Fat; for, at petit Trials, the | 
Auditory are a Sort of Judges of the Cafe and Teftimony, and the Pema: | 
viour of all Perfons that are concerned. And thus the Party really-dia 
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‘where the Examinations were private, as in the Cafes of Colledze and Roufe; 
byt, after the Court ordered the Examinations to be public, that Meafure 
wis broke, and then they began to regard a little Reputation, and let In- 
cig@ments go, depending on the Petit- Jury for the Acquittal, as in the Cafe 
¥# Fitzbarris; but, in that alfo, they were mumped, as will appear. Thefe 
vare the Zealots againft Popery, the {trenuous Affertors of the Rights of the 
People, and Oppofers of arbitrary Power, fo much celebrated by the Au- 
thor, It was well they were not fo cunning as they might have been, for 
would it not be very fad, if wicked People were always fo crafty in their 
Wickednefs as the Nature of it would allow? We fhall hear more of the 
Earl’s Cafe afterwards: In the mean Time, 

CLI, We have to confider the fecond Caufe of this fingling out the Earl 
of Shaft/bury, from the reft of his fellow Peers, to be profecuted ; and that 
is joining in a Proteft againft the Lords remitting Fitzharris to the Com- 
mon Law, after he had been generally impeached. It is not to be expect- 
ed, that a particular Relation of this Matter fhould be given here, becaufe 
it will be long, and belongs to another Place. Nor doth the Author re- 
quire of us to underftand any Thing of the Matter; for his Reafons need 
no Intelligence at all, otherwife, he would have related the Fact more par- 
ticularly. Is it poffible an Hiftorian, Hight compleat, fhould build a grofs 
Scandal againft a Monarch and his Government, touching a capital Profe- 
cution of a Peer, upon a certain Proteft, as one of the Caufes that drew 
down this Difpleafure upon him; and not make his Reader fenfible, whe- 
ther there was Caufe of Offence in it or not, if it were material to his 
Hiftory fo to have done? Therefore we have his Warrant to leave the 
Matter in the dark, as he has done. But, fince Doétors may differ, and 
others may think it very material, I will touch fo much as is pertinent here, 
and, as for the main Relation of the Cafe of Fitzbarris, leave it to its 

lace in the fecond Part. 

CLIL The King, in his Declaration of Reafons, @c, blames the Com- 
mons, at the Oxford Parliament, for having impeached a Traitor (Fitz- 
harris) only to take him out of the Hands of the Law, after he was ordered 
to be profecuted. So it ftood with the Commons, The Lords, by their Or- 
der, had left him to be profecuted at Law, notwithftanding the Impeach- 
ment, So the Court Party, in the Houfe of Lords, made a Recovery of that 


Matter againft the Commons. They thundered in Votes againft the Lords, | 


and were proceeding to demand Conferences, and to urge Reafons. [ie Earl 
of Shaft/bury, and thofe in the Houfe of Lords with him, after they cOghi not 
hinder that Vote for the Common Law again{t the Impeachment, # Ned, 
as the Courfe allows, that they might enter a Proteftation of Sacir Dident 
_ tp that Vote. That was not denied, but they urged farther, that they 
“syifbpenter alfo the Reafons of fuch their Diffent. By this they intended 
~ tg aid the Commons, who were coming with their Reafons ; and? probably, 
“ the Rar was preparing for a fharp Reflection upon the Court Lords, under 
~ . P2 Cover 
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Cover of this Proteft, to be printed and made public ; for fo he had been 
ufed to cook up his Matters for the Prefs, as was obferved, But the Poigt, 
of admitting thefe Reafons to be enter’d, occafioned much Debate ;- it 
was objedted that it was not equal, for the Reafons on one Side to appear 
on Record, and not thofe on the other Side; and, which was worft of “ntl 
the Side, of the Order, had not Reafons, and the Side, againft the Orders 
had; as if Provifion was made to fhew to Pofterity, that the Orders of the 
Houle were unreafonable. But many Lords thought it might be an ufe- 
ful Privilege, and fo it was carried for the Reafons; which was. the Be- 
ginning of protefting with Reafons in our Days. The Author takes no 
Notice of this Point of the Reafons, which was the only Matter confide- 
rable ; for what fignifies an ordinary Proteft, which every Lord demands 
as he pleafes? It is probable that no great Court was made by puthing thefe 
Reafons; but, that being a Matter of Form in the Houfe of Peers, and that 
fell under their Debate and Decifion, fhould be a Reafon to indict a Peer 
of High Treafon, I think none, but the Author, could affirm, 

The Earl's CLI. The Author’s third, and laft, Reafon, for the Earl’s being feleCted 

going home foe Profecution, was his returning immediately to London, as #f, Se. Firft, 

Papills. for the Matter of influencing, Quantum in fe, 1 guefs his Lordfhip ufed 
reafonable Endeavours that Way, as well before, as after, the Parliament. 
What elfe could make him fettle his Habitation in the City, as he did at 
Thanet Houle in Alderfgate-freet, but only that he might have a readier 
Correfpondence with the Faction there, and be lefs obferved? I defire the 
Author, or any of his Patrons, to fay, when his Lordthip left Oxford, 
whither he fhould go but home to his own Houfe? Whence then this, 
as if, &c.2 Going home is, I think, as if he went home; and, if any 
one {hould fay no, it was as if he intended to eat his Supper, and go to 
bed, it would be taken for an impertinent Banter ; but fure it is not fo im- 
pertinent as this as if is here. Did he go with an influencing Phiz? If 
he had gone with a Crier before, to fummon the Citifens to come and be 
influenced, it might have been a little as-1f-i/h; 1 would help out the 
Author, if I could. But can he think, or that his Readers are fo awfifh 
as to imagine, that the King and his Minifters were {fo egregioufly filly, 
(Papifts, as he would have them) to hate a Man for going home, as every 
body elfe did, to his own Houfe? or to put Modes, or, as if’s, upon fo 
ordinary, lawful, and commendable a Determination of a Journey, as that 
was? “Cure nothing can mend the ridiculous Impertinence of this Paf- 
fave. “> ie 

The Witnet- CY . Now we are come to the Author’s grave Judgment upon the 

fescredible King’s Evidence againft this noble Earl, and his candid Cenfure of the 

on but not Writnefles, As to fome of them, it is well known, that in Oafes’s Plot, thev 
merited by Service done, and then they were very good Men, and enitig fe - 
be credited; but now they appear againft the Patriots, &c. they are Rogues, 
Rafcals, Iri/b Vermin, fuborned, perjured Wretches, All, I can fay cf the 
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very worft of them, is, that they are as credible as ever they were; and, 
having fworn falfe, as it is manifeft fome did before, to one Purpofe, it is 
mote likely they fwore true here to the contrary. And the antithet Topic, 
ufeg by the Plot-Mongers, when the Vility and Roguery of the Witneffes was 

ph an Objection, that only fuch could be privy to very bad Actions, now 
turned upon them; for it is moft natural to alledge, that none could know 
the traiterous Defigns a-foot, about the Oxford Parliament, but thofe who 
were of the Party, and employed in them. But it is not, with all this, 
admitted that this noble Earl’s Cafe depended on fuch as I faid were the 
wort ; for there were others who were integral, befides, in great Meafure, 
Tefimonium rei; and the Public was generally convinced of his Lordthip’s 
deep Concern, and that he was Guilty of the Charge; which was the 
Caufe of all that Fencing which was ufed to prevent his Trial. 

CLV. The Author begins with Bryan Hayns, on whom only I fhall a coe dtgus 
little infift. This Man, it feems, was once the Earl’s Favourite, and ho- Sie cees 
noured by a Petition to his Majefty, which he and a Junto of Peers pre- King Cha. II. 
ferred, in his Behalf, for obtaining his Pardon; in which Petition it was. 
alledged, that he was a Man of Worth and Credit, and had many Things 
to difclofe for a farther Difcovery of the Plot, and, in particular, rela- 
ting to the Murder of Godfrey. The King was under a firm Refolve, ne- 
ver to-pardon a Man to make him a Witnefs, He faw enouzh the Evil 
of that Way, and he had greater Reafon to refufe this, becaufe the Earl 
had told the King plainly, that, if he would not pafs the Bill of Exclu- 
fion, they would lay the Murder of Godfrey upon him; and, at the fame 
Time, fthewed him an Affidavit, of this Man of Worth and Honour, that 
tended that Way: So their Lordfhip’s humble Petition, for qualifying and 
fecuring Hayns in teftifying againft his Majefty himfelf (as was verily pre- 
fumed he would do) was refufed, and that Matter came to nothing. It 
-xcems Hayns would not venture, without a Pardon; for he could not charge 
the King without accufing himfelf, and then he run a fhrewd Rifk of 
being hanged. Perhaps there has not been a Piece of Roguery more in- 
fernal at the Bottom, than the Management of that Heyzs before the Ox- 
ford Parliament; which indicates that fome Ufe was to have been made 
ef him then, that is, if Fitzberris’s Cafe had gone on fo far as to have 
let in the reft of the Proletarian Rout of Villains, that waited without, 
to be employed as Witnefles, I have a Memoir of this Matter, that is . 
fatisfatory to me, and accordingly enter it here ; but there negds 
Voucher ; the Earl’s own Petition for him, which the Authot 
touches, is enough. And, after thefe Intrigues, who wonders that {r2s, 
the Difclofer of them, fhould be fo berogued, as he was, by*ehe P 
..and now_by’this Author here? * 
ag "AIT He is now gathering clofe up to his premeditated Charge of The King 
“Subornation upon the Court. For he tays of Hayns, At the Council be cae 
— bored to get Favour, by accufing the Eari of attempting to fuborn kim to do : 

‘ it, 
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it, Todo what? It mutt be this giving Light to Godfrey’s Murder. "Fhe 
Author had this Charging the King upon his Mind.” Then follows, pon 
this Irith Evidence, the Earl was committed, for HighTreafon, to the To ver, 
We are come to Trifb, and that’s a good Step; but was there no other eri- 
dence? He fays that Captain Wilkinfon, who had waited on the Fart ro 
Oxford (among his other Friends and Followers) was now tempted to_ 
charge this cn bis Lordfhip, as a Dejfign of Sedition and Treafon. Nore: 
his Lordthip’s Train of Friends and Followers, and Wilkinfon, one that 
had no Bufinefs but to wait the Earl’s Pleafure at Oxford. He was a Man 
of Fortune and Plenty, (forfooth) and fo followed the great Reforts, and 
was honoured with {uch a noble Friendfhip as the Earl’s was. This may 
be feen through. But mark, when he fays tempted, a Word of the worft 
Senfe, he leaves the Jy whom and the how, to Imagination. And the like, 
ef what he fays was but offered to Wilkinfon, you mutt fuppofe was really 
paid down to Irijh Hayns. As for him, we know he hoped for Favour, 
that muft be Money, at the Council; fo the King and Council (fit for the 
Bufinefs) are dipped in a fhrewd Sufpicion of fuborning. But we thall 
have out the Matter explicitly before we have done ; for it is our Way 
to creep by Degrecs, and then ftrike home. In the mean Time we 
are to know that Wilkinfon, though a Prifoner in the King’s Bench, refifted 
all their Temptations and Offers, and would not be drawn in to be an Eyi- 
dence. A fhort Vocabulary will be uftful here; Firft ¢heir fignifies the 
King and his Minifters, why elfe did he not fay who they were? Then, 
Temptations and Offers, are Bribes and Rewards, elfe he fhould have faid 
what they were. Drawn in fignifies fuborned, and, laftly, to be an Evi- 
dence is to bea falfe Witnefs. The Word Temptation (as J {aid) is always 
taken in an ill Senfe, and fo relithes this whole Sentence. And thus, by a 
Sound of Words, without any thing affirmed intelligibly, through the 
Power of a depraved Imagination, a King, his Council, and Miniftry, aré~ 
all conviG of pufhing an Attempt of Subornation to Perjury in the Cafe 
of Life, and the Life of a noble Peer: And then the Goal-bird, W/hin- 
fou, the Noble Earl’s Friend and Companion to Oxford, was the Hero 
above fuch Practices as this vile Government would, with Bribes, have 
corrupted him to, A rare Piéture! But I mutt have the Painter before the 
Court of Shame for it, 

CLYII. None, but one abandoned to falfe Dealing, and the Infamy due 


to it, having, as he muft have, the very Narrative * of this Wilkinfin in 


print jélfore him, would have baulked the reprefenting his Cafe in his own 

W¢rds, as he publithed it with all Advantage to himfelf and the Earl; 

whtrein hgipared not, fo far as he durft advancé fecure from pofitive Con- 

futation. Hedays plainly who {poke to him, when, where, andswhat; and 
not, as this worfe than Libeller, in obfcure Indefinites, as they Pe, 
c ted 

* Inthe Year 1681. 7 , 
Dove 


-CHar.IL EXAMEN. 119 


Offers — reffting — drawn in — Evidence — and the like, without naming 
-any Perfon, or expofing any Thing, but fowing (as it were) in Mens Minds 
~ Sees of Slander. What did I fay? Slander it muft be, I think, for want 
of, ‘what the Englifh Language affords not, viz. an adequate Word for fo 
much Injury to a Sovereign Prince. Therefore, to clear up this whole 
Matter, I fhall give an Account of what this jolly Captain himéfelf fays. 
CLVIIIL Firft, he charges no Man living with afking him to fay any The Captein’s 
Thing that was not true. ‘Then he fays it was Mr. Bosth, one of the Wit- N= 
neffes named before, an old Acquaintance and Companion of his, that jon 





¢ 
Z ; nours the 
came to him often, and offered great Things if he would be an Evidence King. 


againft the Earl, by difcovering, or declaring, what he knew. Wilkinjon 
owns fie feemed to hearken after the Propofitions, and fays, farther, that he 
had laid in a Referve of Evidence,-two Gentlemen (but fays not whom) 
and that he had declared to them, that, if any Means fhould happen to pre- 
vail On him to fwear againft the Earl, it was falfe; for he knew nothing 
of Crime againft him. So he gocs on with his Friend Booth, pumping 
about this fame Reward; but nothing, in certain, came out. He fays he 
had good Words from Mr. Graybam the Law Agent. At laft he came to the 
Secretary's Office, where, he fays, he was ftri@ly, but very fairly, examined 
touching his Knowledge of the Earl's Defigns. At length, he fays, the 
King himfelf came in, and took notice he had known him and his Services, 
and faid he hoped he fhould be able to do Right to his Friends. But note, 
that, all this while, nothing of any Premium, that he could lay hold on, 
came forth, So he held back, and knew nothing; which, confidering the 
Proofs that had been given in concerning him, they all thought very ftrange, 
and, as the Narrator himfelf writes, the King faid to him, if he would af- 
firm, as he hoped to be faved, that he knew nothing of the Earl’s Defign, 
he would believe him; and he did fo, and the King was fatisfied: And he 
doth the King that farther Juftice, to publith, in his Narrative, that his 
Majefty was pleafed to declare to him that the Kindnefs, defigned him, was 
not intended to invite him to fay any Thing that was not ftri€tly true; and 
he writes, farther, that no Divine could have exhorted him better than the 
King did. ‘This is the full Effect of the Narrative, which, with other Pamph- 
lets, particularly thofe called No Prote/tant Plots, were fent out juft before 
the Examination at the O/d-Baily, fo as no Anfwer could poffibly be pu- 
blifhed in Time, to retund the Venom of them. That was an Art of the 
Managers, who were not wanting, at the Coft of all Truth and Juftice, - 
and every Thing elfe, good, bad, or indifferent, as might be donk, for 
fcreening the Earl from this Indi€tment. mn 
CLIX. I have fomewhat very notable to obferve upon this Nerrative gf Diverfe Notes 
™ Wilkinfon’s; and it is that, through all the Steps of this Bufinefs, Ne wa a upon this Nar- 
‘Rozug, anda manifeft Trapan of the Earl’s: And that he watched for, and “*Y* 
owg tvanted a Bribe to be offered, or rather to be given him (for he held 
cut his, Difh and would readily have taken it) and then he would have done 
Q his 
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his noble Friend better Service than cavalcading with him to Oxford: And 
the Frame is fo fubtile, that I make no doubt but it was the Earl’s own Con- 
trivance; and it lay in {napping an Advantage of having a dire@ Prooffof, 
what had been called and gone for, Subornation. The Snare is maniieft, 
and confifts in the laying in thofe two Gentlemen Witneffes. It was to have 
wrought thus: The Captain, having that Advantage, fhould have {wrn 
roundly againft the Earl; and then, at the Examination, were it public or 
private, the two Gentlemen had come in to confront him with his previous 
Declaration made to them; and then he, all-to-be-confounded, confefles 
all, and that he was bribed fo and fo to fwear ashe did: Then what a Cry__ 
had been raifed ? Here was plain Subornation, and the whole Caufe no better ; 
and his Lordfhip come off with Honour and wonderful Popularity, and the 
Infamy of Ignoramus faved. The Rage, as had happened upon fuch a Turn 
as this, is obvious to be conceived by all that are acquainted with the Arts 
of Law, and falfe Dealing, which confift chiefly in drawing the Adverfary 
to do fome wicked Thing, or fuch as is likely to be conftrned fo, and the 
having indubitable Evidence of it; a Method which, in our next Part, will be 
termed a Sham-Plot; and none fo ready at it as the worft of Forgers and Sub- 
orners are. But now let me give the Imagination a Lift higher, Suppofe the 
Court had been fo weak, as to have given this Fellow Wilkinfon a round Sum 
of Money to have been an Evidence, as they called it, againft the Earl, and, 
between him and his two provifionary Gentlemen, and other real Tokens, 
perhaps, there was a clear Evidence of it; though, it may be, the harmlefs un- 
wary Court expected only from him to have fworn the Truth of the Ox. 
ford Plot, which they were {ure he was privy to, and knew. Then the Ig- 
noramus Friends had let the Indi@ment go Billa vera; and his Lordthip had 
ftood his Trial per Pares. He had run no Hazzard, for this Difcovery in 
Evidence, made before that vaft Affembly, which muft have been a Sur- 
prife, and unprovided of any Anfwer, had tainted the whole Profecution, 
and brought him off with prodigious vogue of Popularity. But Wilkinfon’s 
Sham-Plot failing, that Game was not to be trufted, and, coffa che cofta, 
in Reputation Coin, the Indi@tment muft be, as it was, ftopt by the Grand. 
ury. 
J CLK. I would not have it thought this is all Chimera, or meer Imagi- 
nation; for diverfe fuch Traps, in other Inftances, were laid, and fome took 
Effed, and all out of the fame Shop, as I fhall thew when I come amongft the 
Shamé, But, at prefent, I conclude only that Wilkinfon was a Trapan, and, 
after riffing Fire, made his beft in a Narrative to countenance Lgnoramus, 
ang ll the Copy; wherein he crept as near as he could to his Point, and 
wis cdreful chiefly not to be expofed for a Lyar in Matters of Fad. What 
Coldur for Scandal is in it, falls wholly upon his Friend and Companion 
Booth, who was the only Perfon, he faid, told him of great Things ta be © 
had by being a WitnefS; but not an Iota about Swearing falte. "Bat> if 
there were any Slander contained in it, it is of no Authority at alt; for 
Baath 
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Booth, full as good a Witnefs as himfelf, hath pofitively, upon Oath, charg- 
ed Wilkinfon to have been, with himfelf, concerned in the Oxford Expe- 
dition, for whom, and for what, as they had been together formerly Com- 
ie te though not much in Virtue. And, as for the preffing this Wi/kinfon 
te‘eftify what he knew, is there any Thing extraordinary in it? Ifhe had 
been taken up, as a prefuppofed Proftitute, out of the Goal, without any 
Difcovery leading to him, it had been mifconftruable ; but not, when there 
was exprefs Proof that he was concerned. Is it not done in every private 
Caufe? As for Inftance, you know the Truth, Sir, pray teftify it for me; 
‘and do they not add good Words, as, I will not be wanting to ferve you, 
Sir, on any Occafion in which I may; and this done without any exprefs 
Offer, Reward, or unlawful A@? Where is the Mountain as, had the Cafe 
been fo, this Author would have to be implied? And, on the other Side, 
was it not neceflary to go to Wilkinfon, to have out of him all he could fay? 
And was not the Earl a Craftfmafter, to fet his Jackall to get a Sum of 
Money if he could, and to teach him the Trick of a Brace of perdue Wit- 
neffes, charged and primed in order to a fhort Turn, and to fetch all about 
again with a Repetundarum? A\l this is fo natural to me, that I cannot 
but fancy I hear them laying their Plot together; not without Merriment, 
what Sport they fhould have if they caught the Court. 
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his Narrative, becaufe there was a full Vindication of the King in it, and 
becaufe it fhews what a ftrict Regard his Majefty had to Truth, and Care 
of his Juftice: But, to fetch off his Ignoramus Men, and to give them 
fome Shadow of their no Reafon for what they did; he fets up the Fore- 
man to confider thefe Depofitions of Wilkinjon, as he terms it, but falfely, 
for this is a Narrative or Pamphlet, and not a Depofition upon Oath. And 
what was depofed at the Secretary’s Office never came before them; and 
then farther, that fome of the Witneffes had bad Things proved againft 
them at Colledge’s Trial. What thofe were will appear there; but what 
was that to them? Are their Oaths to be, regulated by common Fame with- 
out hearing? I mean, in Cafe it had been their Office to have heard all Parties, 
as it was not. And by what Authority did they make themfelves Defen- 
dants on the Behalf, or as Counfel advocating for a Criminal againft whom 
Information was given? But the Author, to whipe clearly off from his 
Friends the Difgrace of this A€tion, brings forth his fubfidiary Lawyer, 
Sir Yobn Haule/s, giving his Opinion that it was very honourably done of 

them. 2X 
CLXII, But the Party did not attend the coming out of his Boqk br an 
Applaufe: Fot, fays the Author here, the People were fo generelly fathfied, 
_ that the Spight of the Papifts was grounded on the apparent Zeal for the Re- 
’ Piven and Liberties, that they publicly rejoiced in his Deliverance, and made 
‘feveral Bonefires in feveral Places of the City that Night. Have I not faid 
fo ofet and over? No Guilt, but Zea/, @c. O the Spite of the Papifts! - 
or 
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for the People, it is an ordinary Trope of the Author's, by a rattle-headed 
Scum of the Cenaglia, to fetch in the People forfooth, If it was the People, 
_ why were not Bonefires all over the City, but only in fome Places; which . 
Piece of Hiftory a few Boys, in two or three private Corners, make good? 
We fhall hear more of thefe Routs afterwards. In the mean Time it 39- 
pears of what vaft Importance it was, to this Faétion, to have the City 
Magiftrates chofen out of their Party, and no Wonder fuch long-windec 
Contrivances were ufed to compafs them; for, otherwife, this Rabbling (a 
main Energy) had not been practicable, They were fure of Impunity, and 
their Mafters paid (the chief of) them, It was well there was Law, and ~ 
an executive Power out of the City, while there was none (on the Crown 
Side) within it, Had it not been for the good Order and Forces of the Go- 
vernment, at this Time, what Mifchief might the Rabble not have done? 
I defire this may be remembered, againft I come to fhew the Fruits of Con- 
nivance, or rather Encouragement, from the Magiftrates in the City, upon 
other Occafions, to follevate the Rabble. 
Mr. Graybam  CLXIII, As for the prefent Management about the Court of the O/d- 
infalted, Baily, at this Examination, it was once obferved, by a Chief of the Law,. 
that the Judges on the Bench were in more Danger of their Lives than the 
Prifoners at the Bar. And the Author here, in one of his Fits of Triumph, 
fays, that Grayham, who was Solicitor againft him (the Earl) and ma- 
naged the Irith Evidence, —— why could he not have faid fuborned, paid, 
and inftruéted ? O! Libels muft not be downright Lyes, but Lyes pregnant 
and interpretative. This Mr. Graybam had the Office called Solicitor of the 
Exchequer, and was Principal of Clifford’s In, and a Man of fingular 
Integrity and Fidelity. But, having the practic Part of the King’s Law 
Bufinefs in his Hands, under the Direétion of Mr. Attorney-General, and fo 
the Charge of thefe Purfuits as a common Attorney, that is, to make the 
Breviates, follow Procefs, inftruct Counfel, defray Charges, and the like, 
could never be prevailed upon to betray his Truft in the leaft Scruple of his 
Undertaking: Therefore a mighty Cry was raifed againft him, and alfo 
againft one Burton, an Affiftant or Partner, in the Office, by the Faction, 
as the verieft Villains alive, and worfe than Emp/on and Dudley. At the 
Revolution this Mr. Grayham, being loaded with Unpopularity, and through 
Weaknefs of Spirits, was fo overfeen, or rather betrayed by falfe Countel, 
to go out of the Way, and, being taken, was put in Prifon ; where, linger- 
ing a long Time without any Trial, he died: And, for ought that ever ap- | 
peared -Againft him, he was as candid as any Man whatever. If he had 
deci fo obnoxious, as was pretended, why was he not tried and punifhed ? 
Tha Field ~vas open, nothing ftood in the Way. But, to return to our 
Author, he fays, had much ado to efcape the Fury of the Multitude ; 
and the Fudges, as they themfelves confeffed in Grayham’s Trial, were Mf 
fronted as ibey fat upon the Bench. ‘This, which he ignorantly terms a 
Trial, muft be a Motion to change the Venueof an. Adtion the Es;l of 
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Shaftfury brought againft him, which will foon come in our Way to be 

cqnfidered ; for he had no Frial, as IT remember, about that Time, or fince, 

Law, it feems, is not the Author's Profeffion; it were well he made up 

that Defe&t in Care of his Confcience. 

. LLXIV. As for this Return of Ignoramus, the Author, out of the deep The Tumult 

Reach of his Judgment, conceives this Behaviour of a fet Rabble (his nae ae 

People) was a mighty Vindication of the Earl, whofe Examination was fiftent with 

had. Whereas, ina true Senfe of Things, it was as ftrong an Evidence Jutiice. 

of his Guilt, as any was given, being a Branch of the Crime he was ac- 
~—cufed of, viz. raifing Men again{ft the Government. What was it elfe, to 

befiege a Court of Juftice, when it fat to execute the Laws, and to 

affault the Judges, with Noife and Terrors, that fat there to do their Duty: 

In which Circumftance, Quiet, Order, and perfect Security ought to re- 

fide, and not a brute beaftly Rabble, with their Menaces and Infults; and, 

if any Violences were fit, it fhould have been that of Guards to drive fuch 

Trumpery away. But, however fitting it might be in fuch a Cafe, yet, if 

the Government had brought down fome Companies to fecure the Seat of 

Juftice, then we fhould have heard of mercenary Forces, arbitrary Power, 

and awing the Court; and all from the Mouths of thofe who did the fame 

Thing, in another Way, without any Law or Juftification whatfoever. So 

apt are ill Men to blow hot and cold, and, at the fame’Time, laugh in their 

Sleeves. O! but then it is the Senfe of the People, who are fatisfied the 

Matter was only Spite of the Papifts. One may, from fuch Inftances as 

thefe, plainly difcern the bafe Ufe that Faction ever intend to make of their 

darling Notion, that all Power is from the People; for when they get a 

Rout together, to do any Manner of Mifchief, though againft the Senfe of 

true human Kind, all is well, for it is the People. One Inftance of the Kind, 

here before us, is a ftronger Confutation of that wicked Tenent, than Vo- 

lumes of Controverfy. And let a due Senfe of it fink in the Minds of all rea- 

fonable Men. 

CLXV. The Author proceeds, The Earl, being cleared by the Grand The Author 
Fury, moved to be difcharged, but could not obtain it, We often meet, in See Le 
this Book, Parcels of Words that have a plain Senfe, and alfo a conftrained hip onthe 
or myftic one, and the latter is always falfe and flanderous; for Readers, Earl. 
being apt to attend to the worft Senfe, will naturally, and of themfelves by 
Strength of Imagination, give a Shape to a Scandal, and fee 4 Lyon ina | 
Cloud of Words: As here, is it not ftrange a Man fhould be denied his 
Liberty, after he was cleared? Sure thefe were very arbitrary Doings. 

Now, in Truth, the Igzoramus Return clears only that Piece of Parchrhent, 
called the Indi€tment, profered to the Grand Jury; but neithefthe Perfon 

. nor the Offence, for thofe remain ftill as inditable as if nothing had been 
“dgre, It is the Trial, upon Plea and Iffue joined, that makes an Acquittal 
to clear a Man; but Grand Juries may enquire foties quotics of *the fame 
Offente; and, if Proof be kept back, or Jgnoramus returned by Corruption, 
ie Q2 the 
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the Bill may be verified any other Time. Then the Cafe flands as at firft, a 
Perfon, charged with full Evidence of Treafon, under Cuftedy, can claim 
to be difcharged no otherwife than by due Courfe of Law. As to the Re- 
medy for Liberty, it is to be known, that, in all Times, Men accufed, 
ought to be tried in a reafonable Time; and Abufes of that Power, wen 
to try, occafioned the Laws of Habeas Corpus, by which, a Man, under 
fuch a Charge, if he be not tried in due Time, has Remedy for his Liber~ 
ty. And was any Benefit of this Law taken from the Earl? He might 
have, in his Time, applied for it, and, as I take it, in the End, he had his 
Liberty without it. But, in Rigour, if he had been brought up, and- 
Mr, Attorney had faid he intended to prefer another Bill againft him bya 
Time, the Court would not have difcharged his Lordfhip; though, perhaps, 
they might have bailed him, and not that readily, without Mr. Attorney’s 
Confent, in a Cafe of clear Evidence as was there. Thus, between wilful 
Error and Ignorance, the Author is privileged, in Matters of Law, never 
to write any Thing ftraight or true. . ; 
CLXVI. It is a common Obfervation, in ordinary Cafes, that, when a 

true Thief happens to be acquitted, none fo ready as he is to fall upon his 
Profecutors, with an A@tion upon the Cafe, for falfe indiGing him ; which 
an honeft Man, acquitted, is not apt todo. Now here we are given to un- 
cerftand that the Earl, being at Liberty, fell upon Graybam with an Adon, 
in the Nature of a Confpiracy, for Damage accrued by Means of the In- 
dictment againft him for the Crime called High Treafon; and this AGion 
being laidin Middle/ex, to be tried before an Ignoramus Jury, the Damages 
would have ruined twenty fuch as Grayham. But, according as he was ad- 
vifed, he made a Motion to the Court, where the A@ion depended, to 
change the County, or the Venue, as the Lawyers fay, in Order to have an 
indifferent Jury. And the Reafon of the Motion, was the notorious Partia- 
lity of the Sheriffs of London and Middlefex; of which the Judges. were 
both Eye and Ear Witneffes, as well as Thoufands of People befides. The 
Motion was granted. Now the Author, either out of Ignorance, or Skill, in 
Malice I mean, and not in Law, to put this Matter in a falfe Light, 
and to make it look fcandalons, fays the Caufe alledged was, Thar the 
two Sheriffs were his Lord{hip’s Friends; which is not true, For ge- 
neral Friendthip only had not been a Caufe, nor was it fo alledged ; 
bat pofitive A@s of Partiality to his Lordfhip, and done in the Exe- 


* cution of their Office, and in the very Subje& Matter of the Aion, 


that is a-partial Jury upon the Enquiry of his Indi@ment, which, being 
alledged for Cavfe, was fufficient with a Witnefs. He fays farther, The 
Court allosied their Plea, but the Earl would net try bis Caufe clfc- 
where. Here is Ignorance again; before, he called this a Trial, which was | 
but a Motion, and now, this Motion granted, is allowing their Plea; which — 
are, in the Senfe of the Law, very different Things, as an Indi€tment and a 
Declaration are; But let that pals on Account of his Privilege, The ret is 

toolith 
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foolith, for it gives up his Caufe. Could any Thing more expofe a De- 
fign, by a packed Jury, in a County where it might be done, to opprefs a 
Man, than, after the Court had put by that, not to try the Caufe in any 
“County in England (as his Lordthip had his Choice given by the Court) 
Lonjion and Middlefex excepted? And thus all the reft of the Nation (toge- 
ther: with the King and Miniftry of the Law) are Sharers in this glorious 
Character, and all Rogues and Villains not fit to be trufted. 

CLXVII, It was plain enough that this AGiion did not lie againft an Of- 
ficer or Agent of the Crown, that is bound to act, while he did nothing that 
zwas unlawful, and his Part was but minifterial; without charging him as a 
proper Mover or Informer of the Matter ad crigine, and knowing it to be 
falfe ; which was far from the Cafe of Grayham. Let every one, by Way of 
Corollary, take Notice how tyrannous and mercilefs this Faction was. Th 
complained of arbitrary Power in others, and were never at Reft till they 
got the Exercife of. it themfelves, They cried out upon Guards, and raifed 
the Rabble. They preached Moderation, and were exorbitant in Power. 
If it had not been found fo in all Times paft, we would hope better of 
them for the Time to come; therefore let all quiet, reafonable Men ever 
fear and defend againft them, Here, a pretended Patriot, zealous for Re- 
ligion and Property (forfooth) fupported by a Fadtion, which the Author 
fays he headed, f{creens himfelf from the Law by a moft fcandalous Pra- 
Gtice, infults the Courts of Juftice with his Rabble, and then fues the Law 
Agent to be tried before his packed Friends to mortify him, and intimidate 
all others that fhall aét oppofite to the Faétion, that openly abetted all 
thefe Doings. I apprehend, there was fomewhat, beyond the Agent, in- 
tended by the bringing this Action, which was to defame the King and his 
Government; for who could be fure what might, or might not, be 
fworn by fanatical Zealots in fuch'a Cafe? Ve eredicium had made all good, 
and there had been a Trial to print and difperfe all over England, with 
10,000/, Damages at the Tail of it: Who could not then have believed: 
the Earl not guilty? 

CLXVIII. I have now done with the Author’s Paragraph of the Earl’s 
Cafe, which is a long one,: and yet here almoft all of it tranfcribed and ex- 
pofed (except fome Notes of what he fays the other Witneffes faid, which 
are frivolous, as was touched before, and which I let pafs here for Brevity.) 
And, after all, I cannot but admire that fo many Words, in a String, 
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fhould be put together, fo compleatly and malicioufly full of bafe Reftection~ , 


and falfe Scandal to afperfe the King and his Minifters on one Side, and, 
on the other, to exalt in Honour. the noble Earl and his Friends.” There is 
fearce a Line, Word, or Syllable not pregnant with fome fideSng and ve- 
nomous Infinuation. I have been forced to pull it in Pieces to fhew it; and 
+ yeg cannot fufficiently lay all the filthy Abceffes open. I ani forry it has 
drawn from me fo mdny Words labouring to do it; but I hope the Subject: 
Matter, being that of Hiftorical Truth (which is-no lefs excellent in itfel® 
: than 
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than duc to the Univerfity of Mankind) may excufe the Tdium that can fcarce 
be parted from Hiftorical Controverfy. And if I have either exceeded or been 
‘impertinent (as for falfe Gloflings or Opinions, contrary to my fincereft_ 
Thoughts or Knowledge, to ferve any indirect Purpofe, I defy them) and 
if I have dealt forth Expreffions too fuperlatively, or have ‘not, asuthe 
Mode is, for Oftentation of Indifference, affefted a feeming moderate Style; 
I can only fay, the Faults are not of my Power to mend, having no Rule 
but this, oz. As the juft Thought is, fo is the Expreflion to be framed, 
Fari ut pefim que Jentio; and alfo that the Provocation, which falls to 
any fingle Reader's Share, is great enough to juttify fharper Expreflions= 
than any are here. But, to conclude thefe Notes, I only add, that, pend. 
ing the Confpiracy of the Rye, and before the Difcovery of it, the famous 
Ignoramus was difmounted, and the Law reftored, in London and Middle 
Jex, to run in the former Channels, of which the Steps will appear elfe- 
where; and thereupon his Lordfhip thaught fit to remove his Perfon inta 
Helland for Refuge, as the Author told us long ago. That, and the-Dif- 
covery made by Kei/ing not long after, by which his Lordthip’s being deep 
in the Contrivance, plainly appeared, fuperabundantly demonftrates that 
the Court, from the Intelligence and Evidence they had, could do no lef 
than purfue him fo early as they did. And farther, that the Author, with 
his Zeal for Religion, and Spite of the Papifts, and other falfe Tropes, is 
fo far from being a compleat, that he is no Hiftorian, but a Libeller with 
‘that Matk over his F ace, which taken away, his nafty flanderous Phiz ap- 
pears, The reft of the Aés and Monuments of Ignoramus will be found 
in the Third Part, : 
Filay of atrae _ CLXIX. That the Author here hath given a falfe Character of this noble 
Charaéter of Earl, founding it upon Zeal for Religion and Juftice, is fure enough; but 
he atand who thall give a true one? He was certainly atrue Matchiavellian Politi- 
‘cone, and his Skill lay in the Engli/b State. He was bred in the Air of 
Change, the rebellious Times, and had an extraordinary Forecaft of Alte- 
rations ; and Reafon good, becaufe he was fuppofed to have had a great 
Hand in making them. He faw the happy Reftauration would be, and, 
perhaps, ufed it to deftroy that four Sort of People that muft fall under it. 
Befides, he knew that Plenty and Luxury in a Court, freth and jocund, as 
that was like to be, would not be Wanting, and exa¢tly agreed with his Ge- 
nius; fo he turned into it, and made his Pleafure and Policy meet. What 
’ Schemes -he wrought upon before, I know not, but, after the Reftaurati 
he had but two. One was to make his Court by blowing full the Prero- 
gative ; that’was his hot Fit; his cold was holding fecret Correfpondence 
with the Fanatic Party, and ferving them. After this Game broke, the next 
‘was emergent upon the Duke of York's being declared a Papift, and, upon 
that Foot, fettihg up the Populace, and, therein, befides the ordinary Topicg, 
he had the Advantage of the common Tendency of Thiigs to change, which, 
from a Culmen at the Reftauration, went continually declining towatdé the 
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Vale of Bitternefs to the Crown, Sedition, and Rebellion. His Lordthip, 
in this Way, went great Lengths, and came very near to his Defires; and 
nothing but a peculiar, I may fay unaccountable, Crifis, on the King’s 
Part, could have croffed him, If the King had been either very peremptory 
andDofitive, or very compliant in every thing, his Majefty had been loft; 
for the whole Train againft him was dire€ted upon one of. thofe Difpofiti- 
ons prefumed, and he was of neither: So a middle Courfe, commonly 
the worft, in the Conjuncture of that Reign, proved the bet Policy. 

CLXX. I believe the Earl loved and hated both Dukes, York and Mon- 
inouth, alike, and intended them good equally ; the one he made a Pretence, 
and the other a Tool, and defpifed both. He was thought to hate the 
Duke of York, and to be a Friend to Monmouth, as I believe he was, fo far 
as he loved or hated any Thing. If he wasa Friend really to any human 
Kind, befides himfelf, I believe it was to King Charles 11; whofe Gayety, 
Breeding, Wit, good Humour, Familiarity, and Difpofition to enjoy the 
Pleattyes of Society and Greatnefs, engaged him, very much, that had a 
great Share of Wit, Agreeablenefs and Gallantry himfelf. But this fame 
~ Superigrity {poiled all; his Majefty would not be always influenced by him, 
but would take fhort Turns on his Toe, and fo fruftrate his Projeéts: And, 
by that, finding he could not work under him, ftrove, if poffible, to re 
duce his Authority, and get above him. It feems, by what was given out, 
that he would not have hurt the King perfonally, but kept him tame in a 
Cage with his ordinary Pleafures about him. And if he was privy to the 
cruel Stroke intended at the Rye, or any Way concurring, it was the Ne- 
ceflity of Affairs, fuch as are Laws to a Politician, and fuperior to all hu- 
man Engagements, that obliged him. And, of that Sort, the chief was 
Self-prefervation ; for though he had found the King very eafily reconciled, 
being not in his Nature vindicative, it was poffible that Humour, as Age 
advanced, might fpend, and he had launched fo deep in Treafon, as it feem- 
ed neceflary that either He or the King muft fall, And he muft be fenfible 
how impoffible it was to hold a Government againft the Title of a Prince 
depofed and alive, who was beloved by. the loyal Gentry, He could not 
forget the Succeffor, and; if he argued right, he muft aim at the whole 
Royal Family, and make Root and Branch Work of it, fuch as was. the 
Scope of the Rye Engagement. 

CEXXI, There were fome, who, pretending to notable Penetration, fay 
that he all along favoured the Houfe of Ne——xu; and wrought inceffantly 
to transfer the Crown, from the Line of the Stuarts, to that.. "And thefe 
fay, that, as there was no Want of Ambition on the Part of the Pim. of 
» fo foon as he was capable of fach Comprehenfions, fo alfo in 
H——d there wanted not Favourites and flattering Projectors to blow him 
up it, and to excite oyer hafty Regards towards E-———d,. * And; if it were 








* Amtng the Author’s loofé Papers, I found the following Note relating to this Paffage, viz. 
Mr. Semnins, a Dutchman, told me that he was informed by one who was Page to thf P—— of O——, 
* f 
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true that. I heard from a Duzchman, a Friend to the P—— and his Fa- 
mily, that, in his immature Age, fome confiderable Perfons took Care, 
through the Means of a Page, and an ill Woman or two, that the Prince 
fhould not abound in Pofterity,: to claim the hereditary Stadtholde ip, 
which had alfo an unfortunate Turn upon his Health and Length of kife: 
And to be rid of his Perfon, and alfo make the utmoft Advantage to their 
State of it, they played him upon Ea—=d: It is likely that he was pre- 
ferved amongft them mainly for that End, For, by that Means, they might,, 
not only remove a Rival in Trade, and fecure their Naval Power, but, gain 
pofitive Advantages of Wealth and Grandeur. It. is well known, by fome- 
what inferted in the foregoing Notes, that the Earl of Shaft/bury, with his 
Court Inftrument, Prince Rupert, did all that was poffible to deftroy the 
Engli/h Fleet: Which is a Riddle, not eafily, or by any ordinary Views, 
refolved ; unlefs to deftroy the Fleet for the Sake of the Duké ‘the then 
Admiral, who was to perith with it, was their Defign, And fince Ighave 
once more touched upon Treachery, I will fubjoin, out of my Memo¥:, ano-~ 
ther Note not wide from the Purpofe, , 
CLXXII. —— « At the Time when Bronker caufed the Fleet-tin the - 
firft Dutch War) to flack Sail when in purfuit of the Dutch, he pre- 
tended to have thofe Orders from the Duke; but it was not fo, for then the 
Duke was afleep. But Captain Harman (Pen, who was his Superior, 
being alfo afleep) took his Word and flacked Sail, which put the Fleet in 
very great Diforder, for fear of falling foul upon one another; but, before 
the Duke waked, they were got into fome Order, and the Duke knew 
nothing of it, nor in fix Months after: for the A@ion was unfortunate, 
that no Man would fpeak to’ him of it, fuppofing it to be no pleafing - 
Subject. And, after he knew it, he intended to punifh it; but the Houfe 
of Commons were very eager to do it, and took it into their own Hands, 
but, being diverted by other Bufinefs, nothing was done, It feems the 
Duke’s Attendants apprehended Danger of failing in the Night, whereby 
the Duke’s Ship might be found alone in the midft of the Dutch Fleet, 
being the headmoft Ship, and therefore prefled Harman to give Orders, 
but he would not until he fent to the Duke, and Bronker pretended to go 
and {peak with him, and brought Word the Duke had given Orders. 
—— Captain Harman’s great Fault swas in not ftanding ftrict to his Rule, 
either to fpeak with Pex, and to have Command from him, or from 
the Duke’s own Mouth. For the Thing was of that Importance, that 
he-durft not do it of his own Head, and he was fo young a Courtier, 
that he was afraid the Duke would be difpleafed with his troubling to come 
and receive Orders, which he might as eafily have had as Bronker.” 
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that one Spagnuolo, a cotemporary Page or Valet with him, brought the P. a Donna at 14, whegave 


him the Pox that hath difabled him. This Spagauolo was taken when ale Spanifh Fleet was routed by the 
Dutch, and ferved in the Family of Bohemia, and was recommended to ferve the P. when the Pu- 





pillage was in Difpute. And the Relator of this was put up as a Contratc/o to the Vices of the Spaniard, for 


Cap. IL EXAMEN. 


CLXXIII. The Treachery here appears, chiefly, by the taking the Cog- 
nifance into the Houfe of Commons with a Shew of great Rage, fuch as 
would not truft the Admiralty with the Punifhment, but do it themfelves; 
and then, on Pretence of other Bufinefs, let the Matter drop wholly, which 
proyed a Screen, and not a Punifhment. This, collated with other In- 
itances of later Date, (I mean Fitzbarris’s Cafe) makes it feem more pro- 
bable, than otherwife, that it might have been fo. If Harman was too 
little a Courtier, Bronker was too much one, And it is moft likely that 
there was a ftrong Party at Court that favoured the Dutch, who, at this 
Time, were very near having a fenfible Proof what an Effe@ upon their 
State a total Overthrow of their Naval Force would have had. This Fa- 
vour could refpeét no End but what centered in the P. of O » Whole 
Actions, through his whole Life, if nearly obferved, will declare a notable 
Connection of his Thoughts with the Affairs of E——d, and therewith the 
ty, which the Earl (according to our Author) headed, all along co- 

ted. And, after this War, the Dutch hated the King and the Duke 
; and, if the Truth were known, the delenda eft Carthago lay on 
é And, fo early as that Time, were they determined to ruin the 
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RoydFamily, as may be in Time made very clear to the Public. It . 


is evident enough that no Emergence has happened, ever fince, bearing 
a Poffibility, but they have wrought that Way upon it, and created not 
a few themfelves. So as our Penetrants have fancied all the Riddles of 
the Public, which in the Reign of King Charles IJ. were many, came N. 
N. E. But my Notes are not ripe for any Expofitions of this Kind, It is 
enough here to have given the Hint, which Matter, poffibly, I may re- 
fume afterwards. 

CLXXIV. But to proceed with the Character of the Earl of Shaftfoury, 
That, which thewed him to be a confummate Politician, was that he com- 
mitted as few Errors as any Man ever did; and his Mifcarriages, that did 
happen, were not from Overfight, or Male-Inftruétion of his Defigns; but 
. frgm the Capriccio, or Humour, of others, which he could not govern, and 
fo muft run the Rifk ; and fome Things will happen unforefeen and untraa- 
able. I might give feveral Inftances of the Juftnefs of his Thought, but 
none more apt than that, hinted before, of hisnot touching a Bufinefgs which 
he did not underftand from the very Bottom, and not thinking, as the Earl 
of Danby did, to work with a Plot defigned for the Ruin of himfelf, When 
Oates's Plot was in greateft Credit, and the Faétion was very bufy if ma- 
naging it to their Ends, and all Alarms and Frights were ufefal to en- 
creafe the Eagarments of the People; there came up from Dorfethire an 
Account, poft, with the Affidavits of two Men, that the French were land- 
ed in the Ifle of Purbeck, for they faw them drawn up in Line, with the 
Officers at their Pofts in the Head of them, or to that Efe@. The Earl 
of Danby, then Lord-Pieutcnant of the County of Dorfet, rode te London 
with fuch Precipitation, that, when he came to Hyde-Park Gate, his Hat 
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EX AMEN. : Part I. 


was loft. He rode with his Sword drawn, and, as he galloped along, 
called to the People, Arm, Arm, the French are landed! This Alarm, ° 
difperfing every Way from his Lordthip’s Rout, for he all along proclaim’d 
it, went crofs England, as far as Newca/ftle, where the People run out of 
the Market, and Shoemakers left their Shoes in their Shops, as if 40,000 
Men were landed at Tinmouth, When this Noble Earl of Danby arrived, 
the Parliament was fitting in full Inqueft after the Plot. All People ad- 
mired, but none could underftand, and very few (if any) really believed 
the Account he brought. But none batter’d it more than the Earl of Shafts- 
bury, who faid it was abfolutely impoffible to be true. He knew Dor- 


fetfeire well, and concluded it to be fome Trick, which could not be on 


his Side, but muft be of the Adverfary, for Ends he did not underftand, 
and never dreamt it could proceed from Accident. Had he been fure of 
that, he had made the Rumour ferve to have carried a Vote or two; for 
the Spaniards fay, if a Lie will latt Half an Hour, it is worth tely 
Mott People near him wondered that, true or falfe, he did not wor 
it, being fo propitious at that Time. But you have his Reafo 

to theirs. It was not long before Exprefles brought Word, that al 







- Miftake; for this Line of Battle was nothing but a Hedge upon“) Hill, 
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with fome Gaps in it, and Horfes, grafing about, the Officers, and one, 
flouncing ina Ditch, went for the French General en la Menage. And upon 
the firft Conceit, (as Rumours of Fears and Jealoufies, efpecially about the 
Earl of Shaft/bury’s Refidence, and where his Country Intereft lay, were 
moft of all exaggerated) the Country Fellows never looked again, but, 
concluding it was fo, run for’t, in all Haft, to the next Juftice, where 
they made Oath. And it is not to be credited how the whole Country, 
gentle and fimple, neglected to view the Enemy, and run away from their 
Hloufes, as in the moft defperate Pannic, as ever was heard of: But 
Exprefies brought up the Truth, and fo ended this ridiculous Fright. 

CLXXV. Diverfe other Inftances might be given of his Sagacity, of 
which fome have been touched, as his Notion of Oafes’s Nontenfe, and 
providing an Impunity for himfelf, and his Party ; and others may be oc- 
cafionally declared afterwards, But I clofe with his laft Difpatch, which 
was that, after he found his Defigns were become diffufedly known among 
his own Party, as the Nature of fuch Dealings with the many required 
they fhould be, and {till the Execution of them was prevented or delayed, 
he wifely concluded that they would not be Secrets from the Court long, 
and fomg.public Difcovery would foon be made, and, what was worle, 
his Ignorayus Sanctuary disfranchifed, whereby he lay open to a greater 
Rifk of his’Life thdén wasreafonable for him to run; and, thereupon, with- 
drew into Holland, where he was honourably received and entertained, 
and ended his miferable Remnant of Life in Peace, And fo far the Au 
thor fay$ true, Holland was literally, te him, an Mylum for Life and. Li- 
berty, : 

CLXXVL 
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CLXXVI. I know but two confiderable Errors he committed, I mean in His Error in 
~ the Way of pure Politics. The firft was in expofing himfelf to be outwitted ea the i 
by King Charles IL. for he made a full Account that his Majefty, out of rs 

Ambition of Power, would have perfifted in the Counfels he and his Col- 

leagues had feafoned and undertaken to carry through for him: But the 

King’s giving Way let fall a fair Frame of Confufion, which he, for di- 

verfe Years, and with great Art, had been putting together. He fhould 
have underftood human Nature better, and been aware that Men of Plea- 
fure, that take all Liberties, if they have good Senfe, and are not Hu- 
mourifts, even in a good Caufe, never, or very rarely, ftand out in fuffer- 
ing ; and much lefs when they find themfelves cheated ; and then to perfift 
is right down Folly: And this was the King’s Cafe. But his Lordthip 
hoped to retrieve all by the new emergent Jealoufies and Fears; and how 
he managed that has been, and may be, more fully declared. And, in an- 
er Inftance, he miftook, or the opimiatrité of his Party mifled him; and 
was believing that the King would, at length, deliver up the Succef- 
nd I touched an Opinion of fome, that, in that Matter, the King 
the Fox; but it is certain he outwitted the Earl and his Party. I 
recaution, here, that I have not exhaufted all the Paflages in which 
the Earl was concerned, and which the Author gives me occafion to men- 
tion, but the principal only, and thofe in a fummary Way: And that, in 
the following Part, there will be farther Notice of his Lordthip’s Dealing, 
either new, or more particularly declared, and chiefly occurring in the Re- 
lation of particular Mens Cafes. 

CLXXVII. According to Promife, I fubjoin the Petit Pamphlet I men- ThePamphlet 
tioned. It is fhort, and fhews the Genius of this noble Earl. It is alfo eee 
very fignificant to Hiftory, and demonftrates the Honour and Abilities of Saccelton> 
King Charles 11. And, with all the Recollection I can make, I do not 
find any Reafon to doubt but the Account is literally true; and the rather 
think it fo, becaufe little or no Noife was made about it, and the Pam- 
phlet itfelf fo rare, as looks as if the whole Edition was fecured from the 
Public: Which Praétice the Faction often ufes, when any thing, they do 
not like, is thought fit to be fupprefied. * The 24 March, 1683. 

« the great Patriot, next under God and Dr. Oages, the fupreme Defender 
“ of the Nation, the Earl of Sha/t/bury received, or pretended to have 
received, a Letter, written in an unknown Hand, containing an Expe- 
dient for fettling and compofing Differences between the King énd Par- 
liament. With this he made a great Noife, and buftled abowt gs faft as 
his Legs, Man, and Stick would carry him. It was afked the Bake of 
Monmouth, by my Lord Chamberlain (that fappofed hi? Grace might 
be privy to this grand Affair) what the great Concern was. His Grace 
(with fome Shew of Modeity, and Self-denial) made Anfwer, that it 
was fomewhat cofcerning himfelf; wherein that Lord, was fas in many 
other Things relating to his Grace) much more forward than he de- 
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* fired he fhould be. The little Lord, very bufy, and defirous to {peak 
« with the King, was told by the Earl of Fever/ham, that he heard he 
had fome Bufinefs of great Importance to communicate to the King, 
and that, therefore, if he pleafed, he would conduct him to his Ma- 
jefty. The bufy Earl told him he was willing to be conducted by fo ho- 
“« neft a Man as his Lordfhip, drolling, and thinking himfelf guilty of a 
*¢ fhrewd Irony. , 
The King’s CLXXVIIL. « Well, he is brought to the King, and there broached. 
Entertainment * The Letter of Expedients was produced, and what do you think was 
athe Propo- « this grand Secret of fecuring our Peace and Religion, but a Propofal to 
* fettle the Crown on the Duke of Monmouth? The King, furprifed, 
«told the Earl that he wondered that, after fo many Declarations to the 
“ contrary, he fhould prefs him upon that Subject. That, if, either with 
« Confcience, or Juftice, or Nature, he could do fuch a Thing, he would 
« have done it before. It being reafonable that, if he ever had a Chil 
“< his own legitimate, he would much rather have him reign than- his 
“ther, or any of his Brother’s Children. ‘That his Majefty was, 
“ thofe that grew more timorous with Age; but that, rather, he 
“< more refolute, the nearer he was to his Grave. At that Word, the 
«© loyal Earl was mightily concerned, and cried out that it chilled his 
« Blood to hear of {uch an Expreffion ; telling the King how earneft the 
« whole Nation was for his Prefervation, that in him were comprifed all 
« their Safeties, Lives, Liberties, and Religion, and their All. Yes, an- 
« {wered his Majefty, and yet, my Lord, I am the only arbitrary Man in 
“the Kingdom. But, affure yourfelves, I intend to take a greater Care of 
“ my own Prefervation, and that of my People, than any of you all 
“ that pretend to fo much Concern for the Security of my Perfon: And 
«¢ yet, as careful as Iam of my own Prefervation, I would much fooner 
« Jofe this Life, of which you pretend to be fuch watchful Prefervers, 
« than ever part with any of my Prerogatives, or betray this Place, the 
« Laws, or the Religion, or alter the true Succeflion of the Crown; it 
« being repugnant both to Confcience and Law. 
His Majety's CLXXIX. « For that Matter, replied the Earl, let us alone, we will 
fenfe of Ho. « make a Law for it. But the King told him, my Lord, if this is your 
nai “ Confcience, it is far from being mine, for this cannot be done without 
« overthrowing all Religion and Law. And, in fine, affure yourfelves 
« that, as I love my Life fo well as to take all the Care in the World to 
‘ keepsit wvith Honour, fo I do not think it of fo great Value, after fifty, 
“ to be: preferved with the Forfeiture of my Honour, Confcience, and the 
« Laws of the Land: And much more, to this Purpefe, did his Majefty 
«fay upon this Occafion ; all fo full of Reafon, Equity and Juftice, and 
« with fo much Refolution and Courage, as gave the greateft Affurance 
«and Encouragement, to all the loyal Lords in the Ffoule, and all honeft 
« Subjects, that could be 5 but, to the FaGtious, the gr :atett Confufion ima- 
‘* ginable, Thi: was done Yefterday in the Houfe of Lerds, CHAP. 
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Of certain myftertous Tranfatlions, called Plots, and the Au- 
thor’s wilful and intolerable Suppreffions, Falfifications, Slan- 
ders, and Abufes relating thereto. 


I oO’ Bufinefs, in this Chapter, will lie, almoft wholly, with that my- 

fterious Puzzle of State, (the Author terms it a Crifis of Politics) 
vulgarly ftyled Oates’s Plot from the famous pretended Difcoverer the Sa- 
lamanca (of his own making) Dottor Titus Oates, ‘This broke out in the 
ear 1678, and was no lefs furprifing and terrible in the Procefs, than 
e and bizarr in the Compofition of it. We have no Parallel, or Ex- 
amp®& of-the like, in Hiftory. And it was extraordinary in nothing more 
than viz. that, notwithftanding it grew up to a prodigious Energy, 
and, @ the Tendencies of it, fucceeded beyond all Expectation or Defign, 
even of the proper Contrivers; yet, in the End, wrought an Effect, upon 
the general State of the Government, diametrically oppofite to the origi- 
nal Purpofe of it; that is, being intended to work, as an Engine, to over- 
turn and deftroy the Royal Family, King Charles II, and his Brother the 
Duke of York, and to change the Government of England, from what it 
was, to Nobody knows what, it expired, leaving the Crown and Monarchy, 
in his then Majefty’s Perfon and Family, more eftablifhed, fettled, and con- 
_ firmed upon the legal Conftitution, than ever it was before. 

II, The immediate Defign, here, is to correét the fame falfe Author, 
which will oblige us to follow Matters as he leads, and that will often 
prove out of the Way of fuch good Order as one would otherwife have 
chofen for reprefenting, Hiftorically, the Invention, Difcovery and Pro- 
ceeding of this Plot; becaufe we muft take up Matters as he gives Occa- 
fion, and, I fear, hang fomewhat tedioufly about them; the rather, be- 
caufe the Expectation of this grand Crifis will be fo great, as few will be 
eafy under it, But, early or late, I hope, enough will be fet forth to make 
the Author, as well as the fubject Matter (which is little beholden to him) 
be underftood. And if fome Things are found in the Middle, which had 
better been at the Beginning or End, and vice verfa, yet, if, after Perfifal of 
the whole, no material Confiderations are wanting, De pele! Facile 
for the Diforder, I hope, may fuffice. We are Criticsbere, ratheg” than 
Hiftorians, and propofe a Style of Familiarity and plain Dealing, fuiting 
the ordinary Courfe of Freedom among Friends, rather than the Stiff Pre- 

“tenfions of ae This Defign, being very obnoxious to Mifcon- 







ftradtion, is not und€rtaken without a confirmed Indifference,®as to all 
dmall or great Shot bad Names, and black Reflections ; for what fig- 
nifies 
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nifies that to one who is out of the Reach of Offence from any Language 
Weapons whatfoever? And I hope, whatever Notion fome People may’ 
have of Decency, I fhall maintain the Charaéter of Sincerity, throughout, 
clear, and undifturbed by the Thought of any Cenfure; and, as an upright 
Perfon fhould, adhere to Duty, whatever the Opinion of the World is of 
him. : 

IIT. I fhall begin with a grofs Concealment of the Author’s, in taking no 
Notice of a famous Eflay, of the Oatefian Kind, called Mocedo’s Plot, in- 
troduced by Colonel Mi/dmay, an old Rumper, and late Mob-driver in 
Effex. This was examined, in public Council, before the King; and we 
cannot think fuch an operofe Compiler of Hiflory, as the Author pretends 
himfelf to be, fhould be ignorant of fo remarkable a Paflage: For fome 
Account, or Minutes of it, may be found, if not in the public Gazett, in 
fome Remembrances of the Court, to which he feems to have had Accefg 
The Reafon of this Suppreflion of a Plot js, probably, the fame as mgtfed 







the Faction, that abetted it, after their Difappointment (which, in thfvery 
firft Inflance of the Experiment, happen’d to them) to hufh it up@%, as, if 
poflible, there might be no Memory or Words ever after made of 1§\ For 


it carried a fhrewd Innuendo upon the Party, juftified the Chufeh and 
loyal Profeffion ; and a public or general Notice of the Matter would have 
ferved for popular Inftruction, regarding future Plots, which might tend to 
difable the Effect of like Attempts, when put forth with better Prepara- 
tion: So, Mum was the Word. I profefs that, fince I had the Account 
of it, which I am about to render, I have watched the Pamphlets, and 
{poke with diverfe converfing Gentlemen, to know if any other News 
might be had of it; but no more to be got, of any fuch Difcovery, than if 
the Butinefs had never been thought of. So much can a Party do, for fup- 
prefiing the Report of true, as for promulgating Rumours of falfe Facts, 
when their Defigns require it; and accordingly the Author regulates his 
compleat Hiftory. 

IV. The following Account is taken out of the Memorial before-men- 
tioned. It is by one who was prefent at the public Examination of the 
Matter, and knew well the chief Managers on both Sides: It follows 
thus: «« T remember well a Report of a Council, of the Popith Clergy, 
“at Sir ohn Bramfton’s Houle in Effex, where, as it was faid, it was 
“« agreed, in Order to fet up Popery, to gather Peter-Pence; and Sir Muzn- 
diford Bramfton, a Matter in Chancery, and Serjeant Francis Bram/fton, 
weje_fo, have @itices. This Report made a great Noife, and Sir Yobn 
Bramfton, xxheo was a very honeft Gentleman, a good Chriftian, and a 
good Subject, had the Wifdom to defire of the King, that the Grounds 
of it might be examined, and prefently fearched into: So the King ap-. 
pointed an Examination in open Council, When the Council was fat, 
and the King in his Chair, and the Company caNed in, who filled the 
“ Room, Gc, (for there was a great Expe€tation) gnd the King had mae 

a “ for 
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for the Informer; Mr. Mildmay faid he would bring him, for he had 

taken Care he fhould be kept in a fafe Place, left he fhould have been 
way-laid; and he went through the Crowd and brought him in, This 

Mildmay had been a Colonel in the late Troubles, and continued of the 

fame Principles, and was a declared Enemy to the Bramffons, who lived 

in the fame County, and were in Authority ; and, by that Authority, 

fupported the King’s Intereft, and his Government in Church and State. 

V. « The Man, he brought in to inform, was one Mocedo; a Man of Mceas's Cha- 
that profligate Temper, that he would have accufed any Body of any abe lade 
Thing: But withal fo indifcrete, that, by his Anfwers on a fudden, it his Plot. 
appeared that he had never been at Sir ‘fohx Bram/fton’sHoufe, Nay, he 

was pofitive to the Day, and had the ill Luck to pitch upon one, when 

Sir Mundiford Bramfton went of a Meflage from the Lords to the Com- 

mons; and fat with the Mafter of the Rolls, in the Afternoon, at the 


ENRoll's Chapel. By which demonftrable Confutation, this Plot vanithed, 


and was no more fpoke of. But fo far was the World from beating 
dovsa_Lyes on that Side, that Sir Mundiford Bramfton, who faw the 

Hyd of his Enemy in it, was difcouraged from feeking any Reparation, 

wherein Juries, who followed the Vogue, were to be Judges. 

VI. “ There were great Overfights in framing and expofing this Popith Tbe Prrors of 
Plot. 1. Beginning with Accufation of honeft Gentlemen of the Church {Pet and 
of England, who would find Friends, and for whom Friends might be radian. 
bold. 2. In being pofitive as to Time and Place, when it was not known 

by a Diary that the Perfons were there; which fhould not only have 

been known, but other Tokens mark’d, at the Time, to prove the Cir- 
cumftances, 3. It was not expofed at a Seafon when the King was in 

a Neceffity, and the People fufceptible of great Terrors. 4. There was 

fo much of perfonal Animofity vifible in the Condué of it, that it was 
difcredited thereby. If it had been to be done over again, thofe Faults 

had been mended. This Lye, fo grofs, could not be {wallowed, and 

therefore the Party made it their Bufinefs to huth it up; and, accordingly, 

it was quickly forgotten. There was, at this Time, fome Liberty of 

Speech, and therefore it could be to no End to carry on this Sham. 

And for diverfe others, of that Time, they were whifpered among the 

factious Party, but declined the Public, becaufe, upon expofing them, 

they were capable of Confutation, and would have turned upon the Au- 

thors, to the Damage of the common Caufe. If any one defires te know 

the Courfe of them, he may find a great many fC\down in Order, to 

make the Hiftory of the Growth of Popery, the firfiand fecond=-Parts, 

which would deferve a diftinct Cor ‘utstion, when any Man will venture 

to write Truth on the Side of the Government, 

VII. Now this fame Growth of Popery, the Standard Libel of the pretends Per. 
‘er Commendation in this csv7pleet Hifary fons not to be 
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EXAMEN. Part’l, 


be occafionally obferved. I note one Thing, in the foregoing Relation, 


which thews a Method, afterwards purfued, in the plotting Trade, whjch- 


was pretending that Nobody, that appeared in the Difcovery of Popith 
Plots, was fafe from Popith Affaffination. Therefore Colonel Mildmay 
took upon him to be the Safe Conduétor of this notable Spark Mocedo ; 
pretending, to the King, he was afraid of his being way-laid, that is killed, 
to prevent his Difcovery. Which Sort of fiGtitious Dread (wherewith, in 
the Sequel, we fhall have much to do) hath many Inferences, as Danger, 
Serioufnefs and Importance; befides endearing the People, by venturing fo 
hard for them: And it will appear, what Wonders this Fear-cafting Art 
could do, in future Plots. A certain great Minifter of {State ufed to fay, if 
he faw a Man afraid, where no Caufe of Fear was, he was afraid of him, 

VIII. Now, to enter into the Confideration of Plots in general, in order 
to come down to thofe in our Eye. It is not to be doubted but there ever 
hath been, and will be, in the World, fo long as it is ftocked with s4é 
Race of human Kind, not only Individuals, but Combinations of “any 
Men, as alfo Parties of large Extent and Denominations, perpety%y in- 
tent upon Projeéts, which may be called Plots, to advance their red cy fup- 
pofed peculiar Interefts, And it is found that, when the Princigie, by 
which they move, is falfe, then their Method of proceeding will be bate 
and treacherous ; and no Wickednefs perpetrable with Safety, will be left un- 
done for attaining the corrupt Purchafe: And, on the other Side, when 
fuch Defigns are reafonable and warrantable, and, by ill People only, 
termed Plots, (that Word being taken ufually in an ill Senfe) the Con- 
cerned are careful of the Means, that they be juft and warrantable alfo, 
Hence we may take it for granted, that the ambitious Party, that are ne~ 
ver content or fatisfied under any regular Government, or the common Ju- 
ftice of it, but expect Preeminencies and Superiorities of Wealth, Power 
and Authority, are in a perpetual Complot and Machination to introduce 
fome Change ; to the End that their Combination, by what Title foever it 
is framed to be known, may fhuffle into thofe Advantages under which 
each particular Perfon expeéts, for himfelf, with the reft of his Partifans, 
a competent Share in the Spoil. 

IX. We find this Truth egregioufly made appear, by the Working of 
the two great Parties, Diffenters from the eftablithed Church and Govern- 
ment of England, viz. Papift, and Sectary or Fanatic. Each of thefe 
Parties ever had, and ever will have, Defigns to alter the Government ; 
the former to let into Authority their Hierarchical Powers (whereof the 
Granda? and_Wealth they religioufly efpoufe) and alfo that the more 
Proletarian Kidividuals may be made capable of the good Things called 
Places and Preferments, trom which they are, and have been of late, ex- 
cluded: And-the other for very difcrepant Ends, as they are a Farrago of 
various Seéts, fome for one, and fome for another, but all for Change; by 
Opportunity whereof, each, with his Clan, expects t6 ftep in, and fhut out 
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all the reft. The Plots of the Papifts are the Subje&s of our common 
’ Difcourfe; thofe cf the others, whom we prefume, for Honour, to ftyle the 

Faétion, are not fo commonly obferved, but are as grofs and hard driven, 

to fay no worfe at prefent, as the former: And fo much the more fo, as the 

Faction have found themfelves not underftood, or, on their Parts, being 

more organifed for Deceit, and, therefore, by vulgar Error, have been too 

publicly favoured. And, for this, I call to Witnefs the Courfe of Intrigues 

T have already expofed in the foregoing Notes of the Character and Be- 

haviour of the Earl of Shaft/bury; and the fame will appear more fignally 

by the Difpofitions in the Rye Confpiracy, with all its Appurtenances, when 

we come to it. 

X. This being the Cafe, I muft obferve a Fallacy, or, rather, Species of The Juttice of 

Prejudice, that creeps unawares into the Minds of moft Men; which is to Bee eh 
give a precipitate Credit to Facts, in particular, upon Account of precon- criminally. 
ceived Defigns of Parties in general. It had been hard to have concluded 
the'Warl of Shafifbury guilty of the exprefS treafonable Faéts, alledged 
againifyim, only from a reafonable Suppofition that he and his Party were 
alwa%s plotting Treafon, On the other Hand, it is as unequal to prefume 
any formed Defign, or exprefs Plot, charged upon certain Papifts by Name, and 
to condemn them for it, without direét Evidence to Perfon and Thing, but 
upon Suppofition only (though never fo reafonable) that, ever fince the Re- 
formation, that Party of Men, at Home and Abroad, have been concerned 
in fome Complot to introduce their Religion. Nor doth the Argument 
hold even a probabili; for God forbid that the Actions of others (be the 
common Perfuafion what it will) fhould be conftrued to condemn any In- 
dividual Perfon accufed, without Evidence to Perfon and Thing diredtly. 
A Man’s own A@tions, of a proper Kind, though but collateral to the Fact 
charged, may be alledged againft himfelf'a probabili, as being of a like 
Nature and Tendency. So the Affociation. was ufed againft the Earl of 
Shaft/bury ; but a Hundred Affociations, of his Party, had been nothing to 
him, if this had not been found in his Clofet, which brought it home to 
him. This Reafoning; if it be allowed, as I think it is juft, will difolve 
a World of hard Inferences made to the Prejudices of poor Men, tried for 
their Lives, in the Courfe of Oates’s Plot; for to that, and the Author’s 
bilk Account of it, Iam approaching. 

XI. Purfuant to what has been reprefented, I obferve, that it often hap- Fallacy 
pens sinong earneft and unthinking People (I with the like onc in Converit 
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have been obferved in any Court of Juftice) that theirkommon ourle Gun Plot 


is tainted with this Kind of Prejudice, and fo becomes iNegtssl; ang they 
talk they know not what, and, I guefs, they know not of whom, nor why. 
. This was moft notorious in the Cafe of Oares’s Plot; for the People fell 
into ambiguous Forms of common Speech, ufing Words, one for another, 
as we might imaginesat Babel, when all Language was confounfled. As, 
for Inftance, the Worcs Plot for The Plot, and e contra; which Error of 
§ common 
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common Speech was injurious, in Confequence, to the Reputation and Safe- 
ty of Multitudes of People, who, as to Fact, were wholly unconcernetl: 
For thofe Words, as they are diftinguifhed, have a very different Import, 
which every one will grant; and yet, when Oates and his Plot were the 
common Talk of the Nation, and, more warmly, in and about London, they 
were taken and ufed promifcuoufly, as fignifying the fame Thing: So that 
People blundcred in their Difcourfe, difagreeing in Expreftion, till the Senfe 
was loft; when, if the Terms had been adjufted, all honeft People might 
have agreed. But thofe, who were zealous on Oates’s Side, whether for 
Lack of Attention, or wilfully, no Matter now, run down thofe who were 
a little more flack of Belief, giving no Leifure to think, or Leave to fpeak. 
Ts there a Plot, faid they, anfwer me that? Yes, quoth a plain well mean- 
ing Man, I believe, there is 4-——-. Nay, then, faid the other, (not ftay- 
ing for the Diftinétion) you are gone; for if there be a Plot, then ; 
And fo Oates’s whole Relation, or Narrative, of particular Faéts ftood gon- 
fefled, if not proved, : 

XII. I cannot altogether excufe fome Men of Law from being ety, of 
Errors of this Kind, in Places where they ought to have confidered fetter; 
for when Men ftood at the Bar to be tried for their Lives, upon Indi€tments 
of {pecial Facts, and nothing was, or could be, thereupon, material againft 
them, but what moved from, or terminated in them; yet we could hear, 
from fome of the long Robe, Offers to prove that there was a Plot, in ge- 
neral, of that Party which the Prifoners at the Bar profeffed. And, after 
fome were convict and denied at their Deaths, to take off the Influence of 
that, as feemed to favour others upon their fucceeding Trial, then that Men 
of that Party and Profeffion, for their Caufe’s Sake, would declare Lies at 
the Point of Death, and, confequently, thofe Men, who had fuffered, did 
fo. And, in a Cafe of Murder, the Attorney General, more than once al- 
ledged, If he be a Papift, then he is guilty, for (faid he) it was the Intereft 
of all them to kill, @c. Thefe Sort of Failings, in the Ufe of common 
Reafon and Equity, took Place at that Time ; which I touch here, by Way 
of Preparation, againft I come to fhew fome particular Cafes: Therein fol- 
lowing the Pattern of our Author, who, in gathering up to Matters by De- 
grees, wonderfully fets off his Hiftory ; as I fhall explain in many very im- 
portant Inftances, 


XII. But not yet to drop the Fallacy, which, as I faid, wrought fo 

effectyally in fettingeup Oafes’s Plot; it appeared afterwards, upon other 
J bs . 
that it Piicaske as ftrong to take down Plots, For, as in the 





Ctca 
formei, the Mice was there was a Plot of the Papifts in general, ergo, 
what the Learned Oates {wore was true; fo, in fubfequent Cafes of High 
Treafon againft thofe that were not Papifts, and fo far Proteftants (other-, 
wife wigked enough perhaps) the Sound was no Proteftant Plot in gene- 
ral, ergo thofe Men were innocent, and the ore anf againft them {wore 
falfe, And, upon this Scheme {of which more in ghe Second Part coming 
- near 
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near the Rye Plot) thofe vile Libels, entitled No Protcftant Pit, three, one 
after another, and other Libels coetaneons, all honoured by ftanding in the 
Tift of the Author's beft Writers, are built; and in the Compofition of his 
Work, and no lefs in his Reafoning, he is mainly affifted by Furniture out of 
them. It is therefore the Office of right Reafon, nay of common Sente in 
Men that have any Juftice or Modefty in their Natures, not only in Courts 
of Juftice, but in ordinary Communications of Things, to confront and 
confound fuch illogical Sort of Difcourfe, as prevailed in the Times I refer 
to, and is yet more fcandaloufly rampant in the Author before us. So 
that, as to the fingic Hiftory of this Oate/an Plot, if it could poffibly be 
drawn, as a juft Pidure, after the Life, with all its Influences upon Men’s 
ordinary Difcourfe and Adtions, that is, upon the Public, (which, by the 
Way, can fcarce be made credible to Pofterity) that Age, and, in their 
Right, this Author, compleat Hif/forian as he is, muft be concluded befide 
their Senfes, or worfe. For who could ever dream that Men fhould not 
dase to fpeak Senfe or Reafon, one with another, without being dafhed to 
Pietss with a, What! don’t you believe the Plot? 

Xje> But I can lefs excufe the Author than the loweft of the Mob of 
thoieTimes; becaufe they wanted Art, and were filled with Zeal that blinded 
them; but he has Sight and Skill enough, and knows better ; and yet we find 
that, in the Dealings of the Faction, if there be better or worfe, he is fure 
to join himfelf to the latter, and fhews no Infirmity or milder Motive, as 
we can lay hold of, to moderate for him, but meer Malice. How elfe is 
it poflible, in a Profeflion, as he makes, of ftri¢t Truth, he fhould unite, 
as he doth, with the moft defperately falfe Plotters, as well as with the 
deceived Rabble, of the paft Time, now, when all the corrupt Intereft is 
gone, and nothing but the mere Malignity furvives ; which, in him, is, like 
the Luft of old Age, {candalous and unprofitable. There is a great Dif- 
ference between the State of any prefent Time, when Prejudices, as epide- 
mical Difeafes, are graffant, and that of a Writer, who is cool and folitary, 
in his Study, and hath no Megara’s nor Alecto’s of Zeal to infpire him 
with furious Nonfenfe. I fay, it is prodigious that fuch a one fhould fit 
f{pinning, ashe has done, along Thread of Fallacies to load Scandal upon 
a Government, and the active Miniftry of it, whereof the very Actors at 
the Time, who traded in them, if any are yet furviving, would bluth at 
the Remembrance: And, all prodigious as it is, we find one here that writes 
the Language, not only of the deceived and frighted Vulgar, but,of the 
very Deceivers themfelves, and adds, ex abundanti, not a little Arg of his 
own to fublime Matters. But, in the Main, as the (heats matmagd the 
Impofture, fo he manages his Hiftory; defigning, as far“asi. himslies, to 
inftill into Pofterity the fame Notions of the Times as the fouleft of Fourbs 
intended to impofe upon the Ideot Rabble of the, then prefent, Generation ; 
which isa Sottife paft all Belief: And yct, if it doth not appear, by what I 
have to add, I fhail f{carce hope for the Reverfion of his Place. But, 
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whatever becomes of that, I doubt not to thew it all, and with fuch Circum- 
ftance of bitter Malice, aggravating on his Part, as would make a Man, 
having a Spark of Modefty, hang down (if not up) his Head with Shame 
for ever: And fo I proceed to Demonftration. 

XV, But that, by flow and eafy Steps, as he is pleafed to lead. I muit 
begin therefore with fome Reflections upon the famous Mr. Coleman, his 
Letters and Papers, upon the publifhing of which, the Plot of Oates fer- 
mented, ftrangely, and, concerning which, the falfe Reafoning of the Times 
triumphed exceflively. Thefe, at the Time, were printed in a Volume all to- 
gether; which wasa Sort of fair Dealing with the Public, for fit Liber Fudex, 
But this Author manages them better, and doth not fo much as give a fair Ac- 
count or Extra of them, although, for the Benefit of the Vulgar, the Ex- 
tract itfelf was done to his Hand in the Print; but he feleéts Pieces and Scraps, 
and deals them forth in Morfels, as he thinks will fall moit aptly to introduce 
or favour his fquinting Obfervations. He pretends to fhew the great Fears and 
Jealoufies of Popery, not as there was Reafon, but in a faCtious Extremity ; 
and, that he may juftify his Reprefentations, for a true State of the Times, 
he begins, For the Plot. ——. This is the firft News in his Bookvf any 
Plot, or fo much as @ Plot: A careful Writer would have fo exprentd it, 
and not, as he doth, the Plot; for that is to fuppofe his Reader brings 
with him all the Prejudices of thofe Times, and is tin@ed beforehand with 
what was ordinarily underftood by the Plot ; and, if fo, he needed have faid 
no more, for the Reader, according to him, muit know all the reft, For how 
fhould he, not preinftructed by the Times, or charged with the Prejudices of 
them, tell what this fame the Plot was, that makes its folemn Entry with 
a For, It was not fo long ago, but common Readers will guefs he 
means Oafes’s, though, for ought he hath difcovered yet, it may be the 
Powder Plot ; the rather, becaufe the Words, taken out of Coleman’s Let- 
ters and Papers, or any where to be found therein, to verify his Remark 
here, have no Syllable that belongs, or points, to any fuch Plot as Oates’s, 
whereby we might gather the leaft Dire@tion; as I thall have Occafion to 
note often in the Sequel. He goes on; Which bad been more: or lefs 
carried on, for feveral Years, to fupport, if not to reftore the Romith Re- 
figion in England, began now to fhew itfelf in a more open Manner, as ap- 
pears by feveral Letters of Mr. Coleman the Duke of York's Secretary. 
Now, I muft here preadmonifh the Reader, that, in this Sentence, his 
Readerfhip is poffeffed of all, that he is, by this Author, to be inftru@ted 
with, fof the particvter Fa€ts of Oates’s Plot, which he means here by the 
Pist+-Ghly, a litt! farther off, he rehearfes, for a compleat Defcription, 
the Title Paf&e, or fome Part of it, from the printed Narrative or Infor- 
mation of Oates, as will be obferved. So now you have all, and muft 
be contented, for whoever expects more, may go look fomewhere elfe 
than in this Hi/forian; and if, on Perufal of this whole Time, as it ftands 
hiftorified by him, there be any one fingle Faét, favorn by Oates, to be 
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diftinGly fet down, I will forfeit my Intereft in all his Performances, His 
Reyfon, for keesivg this grand Secret fo religioufly to himfelf, will foon 
appear. But, iA the mean Time, I muft note, that, as concerning Hiftory, 
Jutes’s pretended Difcovery, to be difplayed at large, will not appear more 
iafamous than the Author’s Concealment of all but the Title, Style, or 
Name of it. 

XVI. But now, as to the Paffages taken out of Mr. Coleman’s Letters, 1 
donot tranferibe them, they are every where to be had entire, and alfoin this 
Book, that is, what the Author thought fit to publifh; anda fmall Part is 
enough to fhew, what refults from the Whole, that this Coleman was full 
of vain and airy Projeéts about advancing the Roman Catholic Religion, and 
the Intereft of its Profeffors, in England; and that his Correfpondencies de- 
monftrated how little the Roman Catholics, abroad and at home, even Co/e- 
man himfelf, as much’ a Secretary as he was, underftood the State of Eng- 
land with refpect to their Religious Interefts; and that there was more of 
Prefamption and Folly, than real Danger, in them; unlefs he had wrote 
with mere Judgment and Moderation. But the Author’s pretending, by 
them,*to vouch, for Truth, his the Plot, that is, the monftrous and de- 
form Tales of Oates, as if any Scruple of thofe were thereby made out, is 
a Flam as fhallow as that which caught the minor Mob at the Time of the 
Difcovery. It is ftrange the Author, at this Time of Day, fhould take up 
a Model to work after, fo low as that; a Trick once before played, the 
Game up, and the Mafk taken off, as of no farther Ufe. I fay it is ftrange, 
after all this, he fhould catch up the Vizor, and, clapping it on his own 
Phiz, cry Boo, to fright neither Men nor Children. But ] muft precaution 
that now, after this warning Piece of the Plot (as he ftyles it) gone off, the 
Matter itfelf lies a great Way before us, and the Reader hath a Voyage to 
make before he comes at it. For the Author hath a large Dofe of Prepa- 
ratories to drefs up, that he may fet the Bufinefs high, before it is (under a 
Veil) held forth; for we muft guefs, by the Garniture only, what to make 
of it. And, in this Courfe of Preparatories, 1 muft wait upon the Author, 
and therefore hope for Excufe, if, after fo great an Example, I hang an 
A e, and come not to the Point, till his Climacteries of Approach are 
all confidered; and fo, as to the Pit, we humbly take our Leaves for a 
while. 

XVII. Ithink, if not for the Author’s Sake, and to thew his Integrity, 
yet for Truth of Hiftory, I may remember fomewhat of the Conditjon of 
this Mr. Coleman, He was a Gentleman of a very ,apd Famil , Phat of 
Brent-Ely in Suffolk. Some Years before thefe Times, Fothad bees straloyied 
as Secretary to the Duke of Yord, but, upon Information given by the “Judges 
of the Northern Circuit againft him, in the Year , he was put out of 
that Poft. It feems fome Gentlemen of the North fhewed the Judges their 
circular News-Letters that came weekly amongft them, -faying, they were 
wrote by this Mr, Ccleman, and they had them conftafitly. It appeared 
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plainly that the whole Intent of them was to promote Faétion and Ditcon- 
tent in the Country; for all the Actions of the Government were traduced 
to an ill Senfe, juft as the Fanatics, in Coffee-Houfes in and about London, 
ufed to talk, for creating Differences between the King and his People; and 
(faving the Word Popery) juft as we are ferved in this Hiftory. Which 
epiftolary Stuff one would have expected from Colonel Mildmay out of Effex, 
rather than from the Cabinet of one in the Family and Service of the 
King’s own Brother, His being (as he was thereupon) turned out, anfwered 
the End of that Complaint for the prefent; but the Duke would not wholly 
part with him, for that Caufe, becaufe it was likely what he wrote was 
purfuant to the Counfel of the whole Party." And accordingly he was foon 
after made Secretary to the Duchefs of York; which was his Charaéter at 
the Time of the Correfpondencies fo much talked of; and we indulge the 
Author's Miftake, who has continued him the Duke’s Secretary, 

XVII. It isapparent, at this Time, that the Papifts and Fanatics were 
joined in one common Policy, which was to cry out upon the Government, 
whereby, if poffible, todifturb the peaceful Eftablithment of it; for that 
was a Barrier again{t the Defigns of both. They equally hoped, if that Ob- 
ftacle were removed, that is, if the King broke with the People, which the 
Extremity of Sedition might produce, and come to ufe Force, their feveral 
and refpective Turns, though very diametric, would be ferved. The Pa- 
pits prefuming, at one Time or other, to have the Direction of that Force 
to protect, if not to promote, their Party, and that it would be made good 
throughout: And the Fanatics, on the other Side, to have Advantage by the 
unadvifed Steps of fuch Power, and, upon that Foot, to manage the Matter 
fo as fhould induce a general Defection of the People; and then, in their 
Account, Monarch and Monarchy muft fall, Here is the Stretch of that 
noble Union of Oppofites, Papift and Fanatic, v/z. in fomenting popular 
Difcontents; which will be a Subject of more Entertainment afterwards. 
The Project of the latter was the more dangerous, becaufe it was with, 
and the other, againft Popularity ; but both alike thought to cozen the other, 
which is all I fhall note here of that Affair. 

XVII. If we look into the foreign Correfpondencies of Mr. Coleman, we 
fhall find a ftrange Mutation of his politic Meafures. For as foon as it was 
manifeft that the factious Party levelied direétly and immediately at the Duke 
of York, and that they themfelves (that is the Roman Catholic Party) had 
been miftaken in not forefeeing the Danger on that Side; when, by the 
Meang of the War, she Army and Anticipations of the Royal RevenueSthe 
King wis in a masifeft Diftrefs, and ftood in need of the Parliament, and 
mutt “have Sdpplies coffa che cofla; and, inftead of breaking with the Par- 
liament, which was the Nail they drove upon, it was much more probable 
the King weuld yicld in all Things; which Procefs might terminate in- 
fome great Inconvenience to the Succeffion: Then firaight the Tables were 
turned, and, inftedd of making Difcontents,the Papift Party fought-to enlarge 
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the King’s Intergft, and to abate the Fanatics. And finding the latter (their 
‘ gutadam Allies the Title of the Country Party, to grow formidable, and 
to talk high againft them in Parliament ; it became plain to their Eye-fight, 
that, fince they could not get, they thould take care not to lofe Ground, and, 
. tilla fairer Opportunity, keep the Poft they had. And they could find no 
Way to do that, but by the diverting the fitting of Parliaments, or render- 
ing their fitting, as to their Party, ineffe@tual. 

XIX. The great Pinch was Want of Money to difband, or, perhaps (as 
they defired) to keep on Foot and pay the Army; for, as Things ftood with 
refpect to the King’s yielding, the Roman Catholics faw no Land. The 
very Succeffion, on which they fo much depended, was not fafe. They 
found the Indulgence, by which they and the Fanatics thought to cheat each 
other (and the latter to cheat the King into the Bargain) failed, and they 
had loft Ground by it. The making Difcontents alfo turned upon them, 
What refted then but to temporife, and, if poffible, to fupport the Crown 
with Aids of Money, thereby to enable the King to withftand what fhould 
be unre.fonably (in their Senfe) demanded againft them? And this I take 
to be the Reafon that Mr. Coleman, who managed the Popith Project at that 
Time, in his Letters, harps fo much, as he doth, upon Money (to ftave 
off the Parliament) which he termed Aids and Affiftances: For it muft needs 
be concluded, that, at that Time, no Good could come to the Catholic 
Caufe by an Agreement of the King and his Parliament. And it is not ne- 
ceflary to interpret Aids to intend Military Force; though, at his Trial, it 
was fo taken, which made the Correfpondence High Treafon, And there 
is a great Semblance that it was not intended fo, for, in latter Times, when 
his Royal Majfter was offered Forces, he, in his greateft Need, refufed them, 
There fuppofe the Game to be but a faving one, yet do not exclude a 
Profpect, they might have, of making a better Account in Cafe of a Rup- 
ture with the Parliament; for that was the Intent of their brewing ill Blood, 
as they did, and moft notorioufly, by Means of this very Coleman, And I 
purpote afterwards to fay more of that. 

XX. That the Roman Catholic Party ever miftook the State of England, 
with Refpect to their own Points, I have touched before. And their Error 
lay chiefly in two Items, 1. That Sectaries were Friends to, and defirous 
of Liberty of Confcience. 2. That Loyallifts were, by their Profeffion of 
non Refifiance, fecure on no Emergence to hurt the Crown. The firft of 
thefe is falfified by all Experience ; for none feclude and tyranife ove Con- 
fcience like Sectaries in Power: And their defiring Liberty isvoal’, as a 
Stirrup, to mount withal. Then, for the others, it is eestaie thateNum- 
bers of Men, whatever they profefs, will break through all to thake off ill 
Ufage and Oppreffion, or what an unlucky Conjun@ture may perfuade them 
is fo. It is not given, but to a few, to adhere in fuffering upon Principles. 
The Profeffion may be true, and the Profeflors (Denomixatio jit? a mazori) 


135 
The Catholic 
Party leave 


the Fanatics, 
and {upport 
the Crown. 


Errors of the 
Roman Catho- 
fic Party. 


falfe . 


136 


Coleman's Fol- 
ly about the 
Money Mat- 
ter, 


Coleman's 
great Vanity 
in all his Ex- 
pettations. 


EX AMEN. Pant I. 


falfe. What then is to be expected from Fanaticifm, of which the very 
Profeflion is a Cheat ? — + 
XXII. But now, to return to Mr. Coleman, it appears that he, for Propo- 
fitions vain and ill judged, outdid all the Miftakes that ever his Party, in 
any Refpect before that Time, were guilty of. As, for Inftance, entertain- 
ing a Treaty of Money with P. le Chaife, the French King’s Confeflor. He 
might have known that it is a Rule, among Catholics of the higheft Rank, 
to choofe, for their Confeffors, the moft pious, and, withal, the moft im- 
politic (we call it filly) Perfons they can find out. All, that Coleman had 
to lay hold of from him about Money, was fome Words flipt, as it were, 
from his Pen, a Drop of mere Court Holy Water, viz. “ That the King 
“ (of France) would affift his Mafter with his Purfe,” This Coleman 
catches at, and urges back upon him with all the Spirit of his Quill. 
“ The Efficacy of this Affiftance, the Advantages to the French King’s In- 
« tereft, by fixing his Mafter in his Friendfhip; for which he might de- 
«« pend on the Duke’s Honour, who would be able thereby to fecure himfelf 
«¢ and the Pope's Friends, and alfo his moft Chriftian Majefty, from many 
« Evils that feemed to threaten him.” And fo goes on, in a wonderful 
Zeal of Argument, in order to get the Money; which would make one 
fufpect he hoped to be the Treafurer of the Cath when got, as well as he 
was Secretary to procure it. And the Propofition was for 200,000/, to 
enable the King to fubfift without a Parliament; and fuch Stuff, as was, in 
the higheft Degree, choaking to an Engii/b Apprehenfion: But yet not, in 
any Refpeét, conform to the Faéts fet forth by Oates, as the Author, thus 
early, would have us believe. Nor is there one Word, in all the whole 
Parcel of Letters, that looks like, or can be conftrued to couch any Evil in- 
tended the King, much lefs hiring Folks to poifon him, as Oates {wore. 
XXIII. But the Vanity of pumping for Money, through a Prieft, is not 
to be digefted. If /e Chai/e was fo fond to be the Undertaker, as he was 
not, farther than a Braveur volant, it did but thew, and fo the Matter 
ought to have been underftood, that he laboured under a Want of Know- 
ledge of fecular Affairs. But Coleman’s Miftake, or of whomfoever it was, 
outdid the other ; for pretending to erect a folemn Treaty, or to found 
ferious Propofitions, even to the naming a Sum with the Security and Ap- 
plication of it, only through that Ecclefiaftic, feems to be a Sottife of the 
loweft Form of Secretaryfhip. If the Matter had proceeded on to other 
Hands, as through any of the Agents or Minifters of the French Court, 
howevyr fecret it was, there had been fome Ground to have proceeded ; 
for-..tie State of the Money Treaty was when Danby dealt in like Cafe. 
In fhort, thé’ whole Matter feems to refolve into the Vanity and Prefump- 
tion of this Mr. Coleman; there appearing no Foundation whereon reafona- 
bly to repofe fuch Overtures as he made; and, however, with the Privity 
of his Mafter, om others of his own Communication, I guefs the Project 
was wholly to fheW what he could do, He pleafed himfelf with the Con- 
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ceit of being a Minifter of State, and was buoyed up with the Flattery 

- of, Priefts and QSealots, as being the moft inftrumental of any in fupport- 
ing the Catholic Caufe. Befides, holding himéelf in a rifing Employ- 
ment, made him officious, and wear his Pen to the Stumps ; thereby thew- 
ing his Application and Dexterity in Affairs of niceft Correfpondence, and 
none fo fit as he to be Principal Secretary of State, But if it be true, as 
he affirmed at his Trial, in the moft affevering Manner he could, that 
he left off correfponding in 1675, which was two Years before Oates came 
forth, and which was done in that Manner to anfwer the Trope that was 
urged upon him, w/z. if thefe Letters, that appear, are fuch, what are 
thofe of the two laft Years that do not appear? It feems that, being con- 
vinced, by the Confequence, of the Shallownefs and Impertinence of his 
Projects, he wholly broke off his Correfpondence. 

XXIV. It isalfo to be confidered, that the French are the greateft Amu- The French 
fers in the World. If Propofitions are made, which they refolve not to BreatA malere, 
accept, they will not directly fay fo, but fufpend, and go upon other Mat- Ground to 
ter which they intend fhall have Advantage by the Hopes of the former ; expe Mo- 
and not feldom feem to affent, in order to find the End and Defign of the ee ia 
Propofition, which they fuppofe will come out by Degrees, and then they 
can divert the Stream at the Spring Head. The like might be the Cafe 
about this Money Affair, with the Prieft, If, on our Side of the Water, 
there was an Opinion that the Money was to be had, let them alone, 
faid they, on the other Side, it will bring forth fomewhat elfe. But 
yet there feems no Colour for Coleman to think the Father ufed thofe 
Words, of affifting with his Purfe, but, as I faid before, for a Rhetorical 
Flourifh. And, if there were a real Ground, as the Father might have had 
from proper Direétion, it was reafonable to think it done but for Amufe- 
ment: For we do not find the Father purfued it in any other Expreffion 
in his Letters to Coleman; which thews that he was rather fenfible he had 
over-fhot himfelf, and was grown more cautelous in his Expreffions, But 
it is certain our Secretary, and his Advifers, if he had any here, did 
not perceive beyond the Outfide, but purfued what they thought would 
be vaftly for the Intereft of Holy Church. And thefe are my Thoughts 
of all this Forwardnefs, in a vain Intercourfe of Letters, about a ground- 
lefs ExpeG@ation of Money. All the reft of the Correfpondence, being of 
Ways and Means to advance the Popith Religion in England, is no more 
than ever was, and ever will be, among the Roman Catholic Party at home 
and abroad ; as alfo among the Seétaries in their Way; and is aJway’ to be 
prefumed, whether any thing of it appears or not; and fo may jy&ly be 
termed a Plot. = 

XXV, Now our Author, with his Pretenfions to compleat Hiftory, The Author's 
might very fairly have touched this Matter, and the reft of the Letters, ee 
with a little more Penetration and Integrity than faying only the Plot be- ters, with 
gan. to fhew itfelf more openly, &c. which refers tova Time before Oates aie 
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came forth (for he has faid nothing of that yet) and then cites, by Way 


-of Proof, Paffages out of Letters that were not difcovere@ till after Oates 
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was examined, It was a ftrange Plot that fhould fhew itfel+ openly before 
it was at all difcovered. And all, that he cites, proves but ¢ Pfot, and, for 
that, thank him for nothing ; for who did not ever believe the fame, though 
that Form or Shape of it did not appear as thofe Letters fhewed? But 
what is all this toa Plot, at leaft, two Years after, unlefs it will be fup- 
poted, that the Letters, and Oates’s Stories, had fome Relation to each 
other, as there is none at all? But it was the common Ufage of that Time, 
to belye the Contents of thefe Letters, and fuppofe’a Coincidence with 
Oates, cleverly, as Tallies notch together ; and who fhould gainfay it? At 
this Time reigned the Authoritative. Now —the Plot is fufficiently proved, 
—if there were no other concurring Evidence—and the like. This I 
mention to fhew how the Author tranfcribes from the Talk of the Knaves 
and Fools in Coffee-houfes at that Time; but (as muft be allowed him) 
with more exquifite Falfenefs, than People were generally guilty of: For 
moft of them were miftaken, but he doth it knowing, and, moreover, with 
Subtilty and Contrivance, as will appear. 

XXVI. A little after, he plucks out another Parcel of thefe Letters, gives. 
the efficacious Sentences, and makes the like indire€t Ufe of them. He 
manages, as an Advocate, not opening all his Evidences at once but, pro- 
ducing them, one after another, as he may beft apply them to ferve his 
Turn. And here, to fhew how far the People were gone with Fears of 
Popery, he tells us of the putting down Coffee-houfes: And doth not that 
plainly prove the Propofition? [I grant that Matter very fit to be taken 
Notice of in the Hiftory of that Time ; but then in the Manner, truly, 
as it was, and not only, as here is done, to wire-draw a Reflection from 
it. But it is the Author’s Way, never to take Notice of Incidents but: 
with like Refle@ion, And we muft obferve, and remember, that, if any 
Aéts of the Government are bad, or can be wrefted to appear fo, we are 
fure to have them from him at fuch Lengths, as fits his Purpofe, and no 
more; but, if they are good, he either drops them, or anoints them over 
with his proper 4/a Fetida, to take away the good Odour of them. All 
which Particulars will make out; and one is the Bufinets of Coffee-houfes, 
He tells us, The People were fo jealous of the Growth of Popery, and of 
the French Power, as that they refiected on the King and Minifiry, to fuch 
a Degiee, as a Proclamation was ordered to put down Coffee-houfes. A 
general® yenclufion from a particular Fa& is another of his Inventions, and 
here Merciled, though no Manner of Connetion is betwixt them ; and 
the Nonfenfe of it”here will appear from the Account I am about to give 
of that Matter; as I think not amifs to be done, as well for Hiftory as De- 
mon‘tration6f the Author’s Futility on that Occafion. 

XX Vil? About this Time the Fa@ion began to form a Method of pro- 
pagating {editions Lybe, and Mifreprefentations of all the Government did; 

and 
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and it was ordefed by certain Clubs where the Lyes, wherever at firft 
- invented, werdfWdelivered out to be difperfed abroad, among all Sorts of 
People, by the&Means of Coffee-houfes; and, in the chief of them, Talkers 
Leidger were appointed to,attend, and vend the Commodity to all Commers 
gratis: And, by that Means, the Coffee-houfes began to be direct Semina- 
ries of Sedition, and Offices for the Difpatch of Lying, and carried on to 
fuch a Degree of Inconvenience, to the Public, as fcarce any Govern- 
ment in the World would have endured. The Matter was confidered at 
the Council: Many were of Opinion that a Stop might be put, if his 
Majefty would ufe his Power, by prohibiting the licenfing of any, and com- 
manding the Licences, already granted, to be revoked ; all which might 
be done at once by a Proclamation. But, as the Ufe of that Time was, 
every Thing, on the Side of the Government, was criticifed upon; and, if 
it was legal, yet many ftrove to make it look as if it were not fo: And, 
accordingly, Objections were made to the Legality of fuch a Proclamation; 
and the more, becaufe Sir William ‘fones, then Attorney General, being at- 
tached to the Fadtion, and a timidous Man, might be influenced not to 
afs it: Of whom more afterwards, 

XXVIII. It was thereupon thought fit, and ordered, that the Judges The Judges 
fhould attend; and all, that were in ‘Town, in ‘fan. 1675, did fo. ‘They ea 
were told that fome Doubts, in the Law, had arifen concerning the retailing Driuoae, 
Trade of Coffee, and concerning the Act 15 Car. I]. whereupon their Opi- 
nions were afked upon thefe Queftions, 1, If any Man may retail with- 
out a Licence? 2. If Licences might be denied at the Seffions? 3. If 
Licences were granted for a certain Term, by Order of Seffions, if they 
might be revoked within the Time? And my Lord Chancellor pro- 
pounded thefe as Incidents to the former; as, 1. If the Seffions could grant 
Licences for Years? 2. If the chief Magiftrate, or the Seflions, ought to 
grant Licences in. Corporations? Upon this, the Judges defired Leave to 
withdraw, and, after they had conferred together, they returned; and it 
was anfwered, that they were all of Opinion, 1. That the A@ prohibits 
generally, fo none could retail without a Licence. 2. That the Seffions 
are not bound to grant to any that will afk, but may refufe any Perfon Li- 
cences at their Difcretion ; and that they did not find that the chief Magi- 
ftrate, but only the Seffions, had Power to grant them. And, as to the 
other Points, they anfwered, they were not agreed in Opinion: So the_—. 
King prefled them no farther. ’ NY 

XXIX. Upon the Agitation of this Matter, the tnoft reafowable Ac- Soshe Conti- 
count, as might be collected, feemed to be this. That the Licencgs being nis ie 
by Order of Seffions, and no Directions, nor Power, ‘exptefied in the AG, USS": 
to grant for any certain Time, the Court ought to order Licences gene- 
rally, and could not grant a Term in a Licence, whereby ta preclude’ a 
fucceeding Court from difallowing the fame, That ye was netrke the 
Cafe where Commifhioners have Power, by 13 car, pho grant Wine Li- 
T 2 cences 


140 


The falfe In- 
ference from 
the Procla- 
mation, 


EXAMEN. Pant I, 


cences for Years, nor like Licences from the King, or any particular Per- 
fons, that may conclude themfelves by granting for a Terd®; but here was 
a ftanding Truft in a Court, that had Power over its own Orders, which 
cannot be anticipated. And an Order of Licence is but asa Rule of Court, 
and not like an Admittance or Judgment. It would be unreafonable, if Li- 
cences might not be revoked till Conviction of Mifdemeanor; for Faults 
ought to be prevented, and this might require Time. It was faid, that 
the retailing Coffee might be an innocent Trade, as it might be exercifed ; 
but, as it is ufed at prefent, in the Nature of a common Affembly, to dif- 
courfe of Matters of State, News, and great Perfons, as they are Nurfe- 
ries of Idlenefs and Pragmaticalnefs, and hinder the Expence of our native 
Provifions, they might be thought common Nuifances. 

XXX. I give here the Deliberation, had about this Affair of Coffee. 
houfes, to fhew the Care, ufed by the Government, not to act againft Law ; 
but then, whatever was done, legal or illegal, was made the Subject of 
Clamour. Now obferve, in the Paffage cited out of our Author, that he is 
fo addicted to the Libels of that Time, that he has ftole the Title of the 
worft of them, that is, Growth of Popery, to make good his Reflection 
here, And that very Libel was generally made Ufe of, by the Party, as 
Inftructions, or a Repertory of Slanders and Mifconftruétions, to throw out 
againft the Court, and, for that Purpofe, was calculated proper for Ufe in 
Clubs and Coffee-houfes ; and therefore better deferves the old Title of Az 
Help to Difcourfe, changing only the laft Word for Sedition. But he doth 
much worfe; for, inftead of fhewing that a Set of Men ufed Coffee- 
houfes as a Means to difcontent the People, he fuppofes the Difcontents 
at utmoft Height aforehand; and, inftead of preventing thofe fictitious 
Jealoufies being {pread among the People (which was the Intent of the Pro- 
clamation againft Coffee-houfes) he prefumes thofe Jealoufies abfolutely 
fix’d, and that the King and the Miniftry (as he fays) could not bear that 
People thould talk of them: And fo the Proclamation was for no good End, 
as to prevent an Evil, but to fupprefs the Notice of the Evil already in 
Being. A very kind Conftrution, of a Royal Proclamation! But who 
was Jealous all the While? He fays the People, and they were the Re- 
flecters. If we had not known that, with him, the Faction are the Peo- 
ple throughout, yet we muft have dubbed them fo at prefent ; for it was 


_they that were the Reflecters, fome billetted in certain Aflemblies, others 


itinerant to vifit the reft, and drop forth Lyes to recreate the Company, en- 
deavoaring, by all poffible Means (of which I may give fome farther Ac- 
countyafterwards) to create falfe Fears and Jealoufies, and, fo, to corrupt 
the People: Amd-againft thefe was the Proclamation intended, and not 
againft zhe People, really fo, And thus he puts the People in the Place of 
the, Factiops the Event for the Prevention, the Perfons to be corrupted for 
the Ger pters, the Effect for the Caufe, and, in a Word, falfe Colours 


_ for Truth, One wayld not imagine there could be fo much fubtile Malice 
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in a falfe Turn of Words, as in this Paffage; but I think I have fhewed it 
fufficiently. 

XXXI._ But, for Matter of Fa@, the Proclamation iffued, and immedi- 
ately the Alarm Was taken, and, the Fation bellowing about againft this 
ungracious, illegal Act, the Generality, as they were inclined, foon were 
made believe that it was againit Law. The Attorney General, who drew 
it, was in a Twitter; for fome of his Friends told him he would certainly 
be queftioned for it in Parliament. Now here isa great Novelty, of which 
the like is not to be found all over this Compleat Hiffory. A Proclamation 
iffued, which was, by the Fadtion, cried out upon as utterly illegal; and 
the Author, contrary to his ordinary Ufe, is fo far from echoing that, as 
he gives it not one ill Word; but then, to make Amends, he hath almoft 
fprained his Invention to make an ill Ufe of it another Way no lefs fcan- 
dalous, The Meaning is this ; it was drawn and paffed by a Party Favou- 
rite, Sir William “fones, one of his fa€tious Heroes, who muft not be re- 
flected on. It was well for the King he had fuch an Attorney General, or 
elfe his Proclamation, in the Courfe of this Hiftory, had gone to Pot, 

XXXII. The Conclufion of this Matter was, that, upon Application 
made by Petition of the Coffee-Men, who promifed to be wonderful good 
for the future, and to take Care to prevent treafonable and feditious Talk in 
their Houfes, the King receded and let them go. And now the Mifchief 
is arrived to Perfection, and, not only Sedition and Treafon but, Atheifm, 
Herefy, and Blafphemy are publicly taught in diverfe of the celebrated Coffee- 
houfes; where Rooms are peculiar, and Tables, for Irreligion, like the Ro- 
ta for Politics; and it is as unfeemly for a reafonable, conformable Perfon 
to come there, as for a Clergyman to frequent a Bawdy-houfe: And the 
beft are but Rendefvoufes of Cheats of one Species or other, And the Ufe 
is much improved by a new Invention called Chocolate-Honfes, for the Be- 
nefit of Rooks and Cullies of Quality, where Gaming is added to all the 
reft, and the Summons of Whores feldom fails ; as if the Devil had erected 
a new Univerfity, and thefe were his Colleges, and Refidences of his Pro- 
feflors, as well as his Schools of Difcipline. This Way of paffing Time 
might have been ftopped at firft, before People had poffeffed themfelves of 
fome Convenience from them, of meeting for fhort Difpatches, and (it 
were hard if no good Ufe might be made of them) pafling Evenings with 


fmall #xpence. By which Means, however legally, it was not prudently _ 
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done to fupprefs them; for a Convulfion and Difcontent would unavaidablyA_ J 


follow: And that, I believe, was the real Caufe the,Proclamatign ‘vas fo 
foon withdrawn, ‘y rh e 
XXXII. I thall not have a fairer Opportunity, than-here, to take No- 


tice of a ftately Encomium the Author has dreffed up, and-beftewed upon 
Andrew Marvel's Growth of Popery, the Libel aforeme one, Hef 
The Rangers of Popery, and the Advances of the Popi Intere/ ourt, 
were freely reprefented in it, which was fo offenfive yh Minifiry, that 
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his Majefty caufed an Order to be publifeed, for Rewards to the Difcoverer 
of this and other Libels; which the Order terms “ feditieMs and {Candalpus- 
“* —againft the Proceedings of the two Houfes of Parligment, and other 
“his Majefty’s Courts of Juftice, to the Difhonour of-fiis Majefty’s Go- 
“* vernment, and the Hazzard of the public Peace.” The Author fays, freely 
reprefented; that, in his Lingua, means truly; for Freedom, oppofed to 
Reftraint of Speech, hath no other Senfe, And fo he gives the Lye to a 
public Order of State that terms this a feditious and fcandalous Libel, And, 
tor his Free, we know how near akin his Free-reprefenters are to his Free- 
thinkers, who ufe the Word in the Senfe of Dare-Devil, which mutt 
needs run in his Mind; but I have no Bufinefg with them here, I do not 
condemn our Author for his fingular Civility to this Libel; for he hath 
ferved himéelf, out of both the firft and the fecond Parts, for the Loan of 
moft of his confiderable Abufes and Mifreprefentations ; it is that String of 
Lyes, mentioned in the Account of Mocedy’s Plot, taking Rife from the 
happy Reftauration, and going on, ftaining the Public all the Way, down to 
that Time. The Matters were commonly whifpered about, but none 
brought to public Examination, to be confuted, as that falfe Story of Afo- 
cedo was; for which Reafon they muft pafs for Truths, as Mocedo’s had 
done, had it not been fo unlucky. 

XXXIV. The Author of that Libel was very well qualified for Mifchief 
of that Kind; having been Oliver Cromwell’s Secretary, and furvived his 
Mafter to good Purpofe. Our Hiftorian thinks he has fhrewdly lampooned 
the Government, by an Eulogy on this vile Libel. I believe it is the firft 
Time that a fcandalous, infame State Libel was honoured with a dire&t En- 
comium in a folemn Hiftory, that titles itfelf compleat, And, for the Charm 
of his Word Free, if he himfelf had not been full of Freedoms, which 
good Men deteft, and (for other than fecular Reafons) dare not take, he 
had never wove in that Atheiftical Term to commend F. alfenefs and Undu- 
tifulnefs to lawful Superiors. But we do not wonder his Friend Andrew 
is fo fatyrical againft the Authority of God’s Vicegerent on Earth, when he 
wrote with no lefs Malice and Defiance againft the Religion of Chrift, and 
the Symbols of our Holy Faith; ridiculing the Nicene Fathers, and making 
an Idiot of Conftantine the Great, and firft Chriftian Emperor: As who 
will may {ee in a bafe Pamphlet of his ftyled, An Hiftory of Creeds and 
Councils, And yet this Free-thinker is fet forth, with the Praifes of-a Free- 
teprefgnter, by the Reverend Author here. O mores! 

XXIXV. But we mutt not forget how the Author goes on, working up 
the Byfinet$ of Popery at Court, He takes Occafion, from vain Expreflions 
in Coléman's Letter’; to write as if he were befide himifelf. The Papijts 
pal jach a mighty Influence on public Affairs, and were afraid of not hing 
oe Lie Rarliament, and flattered themfelzes they bad gained over 
Membeeanough Py carry on the Interejls and Defigns of the Duke of York. 
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. Words, fot then ofie might tell what to fay to it. But what isto be made of 
‘Papifts, —— Inffrence, Affairs, gained, carry on, De- 
Jigns? Only Werds to give Occafion for evil Thinking. That the Papifts 
(really fuch) in Bq Lingua, Roman Catholics, were afraid of an Englifb 
Parliament, I belie¥¥, is moft true; for feldom a Seffion was, but fome 
Addrefles or Acts paffed, with the King’s Concurrence, to their Prejudice ; 
and, while the King and Parliament agreed, they had no Expedtation of 
better: And therefore they joined with the Fa@tion, for Ends already hinted, 
co-operating to fet them at Variance, But I utterly deny that any Thing 
elfe, in this politic Flight of feathered Words, is true; and fome Part is fo 
far otherwife, as to imply a Contradiction: As faying the Papilts feared, 
and, at the fame Time, that they flattered themfelves they had a prevailing 
Intereft in the Parliament ; and, not only fo but, hada mighty Influence in 
public Affairs. It is a poor Bufinefs that the fuperior Party fhould fear. 
But the Author will have the fame Thing fright and flatter all at once, 
like the divided Vifage of a Rival in the Comedy ; and, to ferve his incon- 
fiftent Purpofe, he makes a Monfter of the Engii/b Parliament. But Slan- 
der is always well, whether Thinking hath to do with it or not. I cannot 
decypher this Matter otherwife, than out of his own notorious Glofs, that 
the King and the Miniftry of his Government are the Papi/fs; and they 
had indeed a great Influence in public Affairs: But that doth not agree with 
being afraid of the Parliament, that his Majefty might call or diffolve as.he 
pleated. 
XXXVI, We were troubled with thefe Interefts and Defigns of the 
Duke of York, (who, by the Way, is feldom or never taken in under the 
Character of the Papifts in general, for that means the Government and 
Court, but, where he is concerned, he has the Honour to be exprefly named) 
once before about the conventicling Rebellion in Scot/and, and now we have 
them here again, but neither here, nor there, nor any where, doth the 
Author tell us what he means by them. Why doth he not fay plainly 
what Interefts, and what Defigns, but deal forth his Hiftory thus in dark 
Generals and Indefinites which cover Fallacy? All the Epithets of Good 
and Evil will ftand well enough with Interefts and Defigns; they may be 
juft and good, or corrupt and pernicious. If his Royal Highnefs’s Intereft 
was to hold himfelf in Duty, and fair, with the King, and, by all lawful 



















Means,“Yo hinder A&ts of Parliament to deprive him of his prefumptive . 


Inheritance; was fuch Intereft or Defign either unjuft or unreafonAble? 
And fuppole fome Members of Parliament, of the beft Quality and Eftates, 
were of Opinion, that it was againft the Laws of God andthe Lands ar- 
bitrary and Popifh, to deprive any Man of his fecular Tititance for his 
Confcience, that is, for his Religion, be it Searian or Pgifh; hath he 
proved them (if any fuch were) to be in an Error? By hi™eaniye, 
couched under thefe Interefls and Defigns, which he h@fds fortlf U%der a 
deformed Vifage of an ill Senfe, is, that all, who. wo ot difinherit the 
; Duke 
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Duke of York, were in his Interefts; and, for Defigns, it muft ke to bring 
in Popery. So here is a farcafmous Reflection on the Hasife of Commons. 
itfelf, without any Explication, or Particularities, by whick any Mortal can 
gather whether he has Reafon or not, “ 

XXXVII_ But his Way is to truft the Reader's ill:Nature with all that; 
for he intends, and makes full Account, that his Generals thall always be 
interpreted into a worfe Senfe than he, for very Shame (Modefty I cannot 
call it) durft exprefs, As, for Inftance, that the Defigns of the Duke of 
York were to bring in Popery by the Power of France, to deftroy all the 
Proteftants, to fet up arbitrary Power, to burn Houfes, and what not? 
Now, for Difcourfe Sake, let him have his Will, and find Readers of his 
Opinion; hath he not given a rare Account of fome Members of Parlia- 
ment, which the Papi/ts (viz. the Court) thought enough, that is a Ma- 
jority? The King may reft more at Eafe, under the Weight of this grofs 
Libel, fince the Author is pleafed to lay fuch Load upon the Houle of 
Commons. Now thefe Members, that he is fo kind to, were that Body of 
Gentry and of the Court, who were known by the Diftin@tion of the Court 
Party in the Houfe; and how inclined to fuch Defigns, mutt be left to the 
Judgment of fuch as knew them then, and the fame, with their general 
Behaviour ever fince ; whofe public Spirit and Honour, I may fay, with- 
out Flattery, was, and is, Proof againft fuch a paltry Lampooner as we 
have here. 

XXXVIII. But ftay, let us be careful to dono Wrong. The Author 
doth not fay thefe Members were brought over tocarry on thefe good Works, 
but the Papifls flattered themfelves, &c. Now, there is the Art of it. I 
have more than once given Notice of thefe notable Contrivances, that is to 
libel with a Referve ; as by his ordinary Tropes of it feems,— was looked 
upon, —~ and the like: So here, with the Papifts flattering themfelves, he 
can infinuate the vileft Falfities in the World, and, upon Trial, come off 
upon the Ambiguity or Indefinity of his Expreffions, ‘The real Papifts were 
not fuch ftupid Sots to flatter themfelves, in fuch Meafures, contrary to all 
common Senie and Truth. But we have in View fo much of Difficult 
about the Popith Plot, and the Bill of Exclufion, which muft be aided by 
thefe falfe Gloffes built upon certain Secretarian Expreflions, in Coleman's 
Letters, which he produces in Scraps, (as I faid) to be in this Manner com- 
mented upon: And fo he goes on, tacking one Sentence to another, s make 
an hideous Figure of this Popery, and its Court of Affiftants, of whom a 
Word of two more. 

XXXIX. If we may look a Jittle back upon the Beginning of this Au- 
thor’d laft Sentence, we find it pofitively affirmed, without any Dfs or 
Ands, that thé Papifts had great Influence upon public Affairs, and the Ex- 
eee aie “follows, viz. by Members enough in the Houfe of Com- 
mohe-efénd he aries this Word, Papift, abroad among{t them, even out 
of the Limits of tye Court, To do the Author Right, we muft obferve 

" that 
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that Hie Termf Art, Papif?, has gained a greater Latitude. For now, 
' a§ to the King’and the Miniftry, who, in the foregoing Chapter, were the 
Papifts, they axefettled and done with; and (if Impudence can fo far pre- 
vail) the Loyal Gentry and Church of England Profeffors, who, generally, 
difagreed to the Bill’of Exclufion of the Duke of Yara, are the Papifts who 
influenced, fo much, the public Affairs, that the Bill did not pafs glib. 
And what was that but carrying on the Interefts and Defigns of the Duke 
of York? Ingenuous Hiftory! The Faction had not their Will, in that Mat- 
ter, fo precipitoufly, and without Oppofition, as they expeéted; then (for- 
footh) the Papifts had a great Influence. 

’ XL. But this fenfelefs and gracelefs Charge of Popery, againft the true 
Fenve againft Popery, the loyal Church Party, had its Coverflut or Screen, 
which was ufed at the Time, and fo copied in this Hiftory: For none char- 
ged directly that the Loyallifts were Papifts; that would not go down, be- 
caufe the contrary was moft notorious, But yet they muft have at them 
obliquely, and in a Manner as the willing Tits of the Party, and weaker 
Brethren, fhould go in with, even contrary to their own Knowledge and 
Opinion, Thence fprang the Terms — Church Papi/t,— Ma/queraders, — 
Popifhly affecteds, — Adberents, — and the like. One or other of thefe 
honeft Epithets hooked in every one. As, for Inftance, if, in ordinary Dif- 
courfe, any one affirmed that fuch and fuch, by their conftant Behaviour, 
fhewed themfelves to be good Proteftants ; dre they fo? faid the Party; We 
look upon them to be worfe than declared Papifts; for we know bow to deal 
with them, but we know not what to make of thefe Papifts in Mafquerade. 
And the Copying thefe fhamelefs and barbarous Practices of that Age, is the 
Culmen of this Hiftorian’s Art and Invention. For now he has one fhort 
Way of doing the fame Thing, and that is by making but one Diftinction, 
the Faction and Papifts ; thofe, who were not, in all Things, with the Fa- 
ction, were Papifts; and fo he refts upon Things, and not Names only, 
though he ferves himfelf of them alfo, as he fees Occafion. But here, by 
the Diftinction of one fingle Behaviour, he has enlarged the Pale of Popery 
ftrangely, 
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XLI. It may feem incredible in after Times, when a true Account of The Govern. 


this comes, that it was poffible fuch a prodigious Outcry of Popery, both 
in angLout of the Parliament, fhould be raifed, and {uch Induftry to have it 
believed that the whole Adminiftration of the Government, and the Loyal 
Magitiracy all over ‘England, was Popith; as if the Nation had been once 
more fold tothe Pope. And, at the fame Time, the Laws had {6 fenced out 
Popery, as it was impoffible it could have fo much Influgfice as was then, 
and here in this Book (the Echo of the faftious Vulgay) is pretended. 
And the King alfo, in all Points, obferved the Order of t blic Service, 
as could be expected from him; went every Sunday an Pret Digs 
in State to the Proteftant Chapel in his Houfe, cor 


lemme 
mupated at ftated 
Times; and, at this Time, pretended to no difpenfi“ Pgwer over the Ec- 
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clefiaftical, much lefs over the Temporal Laws, to favoueny Pabsy, All 
the Minittry, Magiftracy, and Militia avowed Proteftanfs¢ and wo Paptit 
capable of any Benefit or Truft under the Government. thing, that the 
Parliament afked, touching Security againft Popery, ice IT might 
fay a great deal more; but yet, not joining with the F§@ion mutt needs be 
Popery: And, as was touched before, the Author, faying Papifts in this 
Conjundture, means the Loyallifts; by which he aims to force a Scandal ont 
of an Impofture, as his Party, by an Impofture, thought to force People 
into the Exclufion. And, the whole Myftery refolves eafily after it is con- 
fidered that no Religion, but Intereft under that Cloak, and that Intereft in 
the Superlative Degree, viz. National and Royal Government, and its 
Fruits, Wealth and Luxury, lay at the Bottom: And, for whofe Sake, Time, 
perhaps, hath interpreted. The Caufe was folid with them, but, with the 
Author here, it is only the Itch of a Party, to be gratified with {pecula- 
tive Scratching, and imaginary Scandals caft at his Betters; which doth but 
make his Paper more unfit for Pyes, than it was before he had to do. 
with it. 

XLII. I mention the foregoing Particularities, as Truths that may be 
ufeful hereafter ; for the like Difpofitions of public Affairs may, and do, 
often return: And what is more defireable than to know the Events of the 
former, whereof the Precaution is an Indemnity againft the Harms of all 
fuch falfe Faces, as ramped about in this Time? If it had been only to 
pull off this Author’s Vizor, lefs, perhaps, might have ferved, Why could 
not he, pretending to write a National Hiffory, have fairly related thefe 
Contefts and Oppofitions ? What the Parties, their CharaGters, Defigns and: 
Pretenfions ? what alledged, and what intended? by which a Judgment 
might be given of the Retitude or Pravity of either Side. He might have: 
noted, as the Truth was, that Religion was much in Mens Mouths, but 
nothing in their Actions; and how that, heretofore, peaceful Reconciler 
among Chriftians, as it was in good Earneft, while defecated of fecular In- 
terefts, at this Time, was become fo blown with them, that the very Pre- 
tence of it appeared like an Ethnic Fury, infpiring nothing but Hatred, 
Malice, and all Manner of Mifchief. But, inftead of any plain Dealing in 
Hiftory, like this, the Author affords nothing but the indiftinguifhable 
Clamour of a Faétion, without a Grain of Allowance on the otheg Side: 


_ That is, like one intoxicated or poffeffed, in one of his raving Fits, he ut- 
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ters nothing but the Cravings of the ill-natured, corrupt, interefted, lying 
Sort of Pégple ; all which this Paragraph of his fully demonftrates to the 
commdh Senfe 8f any one that will have the Trouble to perufe it; and the 
like, as I have ¢hore than once faid, runs through his whole Hiftorical Li- 
Hel of this Rei 
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or Story /by (W99 0f Sauce or Garnith; and there is Need of Art when the 
Slandéers to fall upon the Parliament. So here he brings forward fome 
Excerpts out of Coleman’s Letters, by Way of Voucher, to fhew how far 
the Roman Catiylics had gone towards corrupting the Parliament itfelf: 
And, for better Acceptation of thefe, I muft {tate the Cafe out of the Letters, 
bat by Way of Explanation only. Co/eman, it feems, finding that Money, 
for ftaving off the Parliament, would not come (and indeed it was fenfeleis 
ever to have expected it) and that the Parliamentary Seflions muft come 
on, changed his Note; for, in his Correfpondences, he mutt not give up 
his Caufe for loft, and let his Mafter’s Eftcem fink with his foreign Interett. 
Therefore, to fuftain it, he falls to magnifying his Mafter’s Condition, even 
in the Parliament itfelf, to fhew he was in no Neceffity of fuch Aids as had 
been the Subjeét of his former Letters ; their Party now, was, in a better State, 
and there was Hopes, if the Duke failed not in his Refolution, {fo he writes) 
of more Good, by Means of the Parliament, than otherwife. But what 
Reafon there was to write thus, but only to feta good Face, and make the 
beft Appearance under Circumftances that would not be mended, no Mor- 
tal can tell; and the moft, that any clofe InfpeCtion can fcry, out of it, is, 
that a Party was found that would oppofe the Exclufion Bill: For that had 
been plumbed in the Houfe, long before the Bill itfelf came in, The reft 
{mells of Secretary Wax. And this is all the Author has to lay hold of 
for his faying the Papifts thought they had the Parliament fure, He makes 
no Allowance for the Skill and Pen-Work of a conceited Secretary, but 
takes all his Dafhes, and bold Strokes, that are ufeful for ferving his own 

Turn, for Realities, But now we are gathering fomewhat near to the Plot, 
XLIV. The Author tells us, By many other Papers and Letters this 
Year (of Coleman, I prefume, though it is made to look as if there were 
others) if appears there was a vigorous Defign carried on to extirpate the 
Northern Herefy. This is Plot Langage, which muft excufe the Nonfenfe, 
He thould have faid a Defign vigoroufly carried on, and not a vigorous De- 
fign; but pafs that as an elegant Trope, we know the Meaning, and let that 
fufice. Now here I muft open a little Craft, although it will antici- 
pate fomewhat. Firft, he fays not of whom this vigorous Defign is; 
fo you may pleafe to take in any Perfons, though not denominated either 
Papi{is, Roman Catholics, or the like, be it the King himfelf, or Miniftry. 
Nexty-we muft underftand that the Author’s Soul is engaged to prove the 
Piet, that is Oates’s Difcovery, as he has fworn it, cut of the Text of Co/e~ 
man’s Letters; and upon that Account it is, that he has {crewed forth from 
them fo many Citations and Remarks as we have had. ow the,Fadcts of 
Oates's Difcovery, and the Projects of Coleman, being untaward to bring to- 
gether, as muft be done, if he will be as good as his Word, and prove 
thofe Facts out of Colevan’s Papers, he has found out # rereExpedient ; 
which is that both of thefe, wiz. the Fa@s of Oater Plo, and utile pre- 
tended. Proofs in Coleman, flrall not appear together, 1 fle of them mult 
U2 abfcond, 
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abfcond, and that falls to the Share of the Plot; and thea, h¢ fas to ma- 
naging of the Letters and Papers of Coleman, as I haveedifcour¥d. §o 
that, by Infinuations, and certain Baits or Traps, laid to catch the Reader 
by his Imagination, he may imprefs, by Way of Prejudider this. falfe Pre- 
polition, wx, That the Facts of Oates’s Difcovery are il proved by Cole- 
man’s Papers: And how artfully this is done, will appear in Courfe. An- 
other darling Point, of the Author’s, is to perfuade that the King and Loyal 
Miniftry are deep in this fame Plot; and for that End it is, that he hath 
coined the Diftinétion, I muft often touch upon, between Papi/?s and Ro- 
man Catholics: Which latter, being the more favourable, is configned to 
the Popi/h Pupi/?, and the other to the Court or Proteflant Papifi, as the 
more Papift of the two, and is to bear the Load of all the Damnables, 
Execratles, Ge. vulgarly afcribed to that Denomination. But ic falls out 
crols here too; for he cannot touch upon Oates’s Difcovery, though it be 
only to give the Title of the Depofition which he had {worn to, but he 
meets a flat Contradiction; for that expreffes a Plot carried on againft 
the Life of bis Majefty and the Proteftant Religion. Here the Puzzle is yet 
greater, becaufe nothing, in the Papers of Coleman, can be found tending 
to the leaft Harm to the King’s Perfon or Authority; and the whole Te- 
nor of the Plot harps upon that: And how is it poffible the King himfelf 
and his Friends fhould be in a Plot to deftroy him? How thefe Matters are 
wrought, which I do but touch here, will alfo appear. 

XLV. In the firft Place, obferve the Words here cited, and that, after the 
ufual Manner of feditious Expreffions, they are general, fuch whereto any 
Thing, you can fancy, may be applied. Extirpate the Northern Here- 








Virk and the fY, May be by killing the King, if he ftand in the Way ; or, if the King be 
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in the fame Meafures, it may be by deftroying Proteftants, burning Lom 
don, arbitrary Power with French Aids, or what you will. Then he fays 
not, in this Place, whofe Plot this is; fo it may be of the King and his 
Popith Court, as well as of any other Papifts: And, in the Main, accord- 
ing to the Drift of this myttical Sentence, Coleman’s Papers, and Oates’s 
Difcovery, may be allone. Now, taking the obvious Senfe (fubftract the 
King’s Life, which was the whole Treafon in Oates’s Difcovery) we may let 
the Author go away with, and make his beft of it, that a vigorous Defign, Se. 
(for when not?) And, on the other Side, hath there not been always a 
vigorous Defign to extirpate the Popery of the South? But we heassef no 
Plot, on that Foot, difcovered in Italy, France, or Spain, Every Sect de- 
figns to eytirpate the Tenents of their Adverfaries,; but general Defigns do 
not proye expre s Facts in particular, as the Author would infer here: And 
we know well ejough that thefe Defigns, that he harps upon fo long afore- 
hand, and are rt thewed, but infinuated, out of Co/eman’s Papers, are to be 
; which we muft underftand by the Spirit, or not at all; 
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fays, that the/NQctters alone, without any concurring Evidenze, are ire ig 
than fufivient to Yeove that.—Sure this muft be the whole Plot af Oates ! 
What cle could deferve fauch a fetting forth of Evidence, as we have here, 
—alone,— without any concurring,— more than fufficient?-— It minds me 
of a Lawyer, ont of Breath, fumming up his Evidence. Bat what is it 
that thefe abundant, and fuper-abundant, Evidences are brought to prove ? 
—That the Roman Catholics in England were full of Hopes and Ex- 
pefations, under the Influence and Proteétion of the Duke of York, and 
under the Profpect of his Succeffisn ta the Crown. Note here, firt, that 
the Expecters are Roman Catholics, that is, the real Popifh Party in Eng- 
Jand, and not the Papifts ; that Term, always in this Hiftory, ftands for 
the King, and his Intereft, who are not Sharers in thefe Hopes and Ex- 
peclations, Then the Words, in a common Acceptation, are a meer Bilk, 
and fignify nothing ; for what need of fuch Hyper-fuperlatives of Evidence 
to prove, what every Child muft prefume and know, viz. that the Po- 
pith Party expected Favour, when a King of their Perfuafion came to the 
Throne? And would not any one think this were all the deep Import of 
this Sentence? No, for there is a devillifh Reach, beyond it, in the Pen- 
ning, which hangs by thefe Words, Hopes and Expectations, It is plain 
that, after them, there isa Lacune, or Blank, which is to be filled up with 
the King’s Death ; for that, which follows, in no Sort anfwers the Quere 
of what thefe Hopes and Expeétaticns were. But ftill they come under 
the Influence, that is, to do fomewhat, and Proteétion, that is for fome 
very wicked Thing to be done; and both thefe of the Duke of York, And 
this latter, that is the Proteétion, could not be now; for the Duke could 
not protect himfelf from Attempts by new Laws, nor did he protect his 
Party from the Penalties of the old; it muft be his ProteéZion when he 
was King, Then, taking thefe Words as they will be underftood, it runs 
thus, — “ The Papers, &c. alone, Ge. proved that the Roman Catholics hop’d 
‘« for, and expected the King’s Death, which they were intluenced, by the 
« Duke of York, to compafs or procure, and were fure of his Protection there- 
« by ; for the Defcent of the Crown, upon him, enabled him to cover them 
“ with-his Pardon, if need were, or, at leaft, not to punifh his Friends, to 
*«« whom: he was fo much beholden.” And fo this Oatefan Plot, to kill the 
King, and bring in Popery, is proved by thefe Papers alone, 8c. It is 
not to be faid, that I fqueefe his Words too hard, to bring this villainous 
Senfe out of them; for, otherwife, the Paffage is imaperfnent, frivolous, 
and, (without fupplying the King’s Death after the Won Expeébations) 
meer Nonfenfe, We have diverfe Examples, nay, his whSie Book, full of 
bafe Infinnations, of what he dares not write plain, hich aaftifics the 
Comment. He could not open his Mouth fo wid, opt to whilper ; 
: fome- 
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fomewhzt louder was to come out, but it ftuck by the\Wey, and we are 
to underftand his Meaning by his Mumping. One may, ‘indeed, : conceive 
it in Nature poffible that Accident might draw, from the Pen of an in- 
confiderate Writer, Words fo incurious, as may bear oi awkard Senfe, 
more fo, or worfe than was intended; but then the Svfptom mutt be ac- 
cordingly: There muft not be fuch painful Urging of fuperlative Words, 
to prove the Sun’s fetting in the Weft, or fomewhat as trite and obvious, 
like what we have here. But we need concern ourfelves no farther; the 
Plot, to kill the King, and bring in Popery, is more than fufliciently 


‘proved by Coleman's Letters and Papers, A little more will give us all the 


reft of the fame Plt. 

XLVI. We are to know that, this Plot, having two Parts; 1. Killing 
the King. 2. Popery, the King’s Cafe is very nice; for he himéelf is in, at 
the latter, with all his Heart, and would have done ftrange Things, but 
for Fear of Trouble: And, although the Roman Catholics knew his good 
Will, yet, for the Caufe’s Sake, the firft Part of the Plot muft ftand gcod, 
though it were even againft him; for the Influence and Proteétion of the 
Duke would allow no Delay to their Hopes and Expeétations. This feems 
very odd; but we have a Sentence coming which will infer it; which is 
the Clofe of the former: And one would think really that it were pure 
innocent Libel, for Libel Sake, without any greater Depth, The Author 
concludes, Not to fay they (the Roman Catholics) knew rhe King would 


fall into the fame Meafures, fo far as was confiftent with his Eafe and 


Quiet, We have not forgot what thefe Mea/ures fignify; bringing in Po- 
pery and arbitrary Power with the Aid of France, deftroying Proteftants, 
burning Houfes, and the like. Horrid Infinuation! He fhews no better ; 
and if we go to his Word, Extirpation of the Northern Herefy, the Mat- 
ter isnot mended: And he is fure it was fo, for the R.C. knew it; which 
could not be, if it were not true. But this is what was continually urged 
in Talk, about the Time, againft the Duke of York, when the Bill of Ex- 
clufion was cn Foot; and many of the Faction, who were difpofed to 
fpeak their Minds, faid the fame, as this Author doth, of the King, (for 
he is but their Echo) by which it was underflood that the Defign lay to 
remove the King, as well asthe Duke: All which hath bronght us into 
a ftrange Miz-maze. If we look towards the Plot, the King is to be killed 
out-right; if towards the Duke, and the Exclufion, his Majefty’s Fai? is as 
fure, though not fo precipitous. The Roman Cartholics were refolved, 
under the. Duke's Influence, to compafs the former, though they knew the 
King, in his Heart, was on their Side ; and even that Inclination expo- 
fed him to the Exclufioners, who knew he was as bad as the Duke. His 
Majefty was certainly very unfortunate in his Difpofitions towards Popery ; 
for, on the one Side, he is to fall, with his Brother, for what he would do 
if herdar®;-though. for the Sake of pure Eafe and Quiet, he would not 
do it; and, omthé\other Side, was to be killed by the Roman Catholics, 

for 
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for not daring to do what he had a Mind to. Now the Reafon, of all this 
Chim-chym Stuff, is the ridiculous Undertaking, of the Author, to prove 
Oates’s Plot “(Bxpre he comes at it) out of Coleman’s Papers that are nothing 
to the Purpofe ;*«pd then proving the King was in the Popifh Plot that, 
as the Difcovery wa3,pointed diredtly at the killing himfelf. And that the 
King and his Loyallifts were in the Plot, that is, the fecond Part, for Po- 
pery (the firft is dropped, and muft not be thought of together with this) 
and fo the whole Plot, firft and fecond Parts, ftands proved out of Cole- 
man’s Papers, And ail this Nonfenfe, about a Plot, is to be born with, 

, though, all this While, the Author gives no one Item, particularly, what 
“jt was. But I know the Reader hopes it will come out in Time; and that 
the Sequel will determine. 

XLVIII. I might enlarge here, to fhew that this defamatory Pafflage hath 
difcovered the real Defign of the Faétion, at that Time, to come at the 
King, through the Duke, and to make a Stalking Horfe of the Exclufion, 
to fhoot him down, And, indeed, it is the only tolerable Ufe that is to be 
made of the Author’s Poifon, by applying a little of it to reconcile fome 
Doubts in Hiftory ; as, here, to thew the Exclufion was not urged purely 
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for its own Sake, as to the Duke, but for the Confequences tending to~ 


difarm the King; which would have gone very near turning Succeffion 
into Poffeffion, For, taking the Matter upon the Foot as it ftands in this 
Hiftory, if that had not been the Cafe, how comes it that, in the Midft 
of the Hopes and Expettations of the Papifts, under the Duke's Influence 
and Protection, the King is brought fo openly into the fame Meafures, but 
in order to receive the fame Reftraints? And it will be found that all this 
hangs upon the Plot, which will appear artfully framed, fhewing it to have 
been for killing the King, that the People, then very fond of him, might 
run with a Zeal into it: For what could be more unpopular than the Sound 
ef fuch a Defign? So much was his Majefty beloved. Without that, the 
Plot had dropped fhort, as what concerned the Death of the King foon 
did; but after it began to play at the Duke, then it looked hard back at 
the King himfelf, It was very ftrange to fee an Engine, built upon the 
King’s Authority, which was defigned to undermine it: But we fhall have 
more Wonders, of this Kind, when we come to underftand a little better 
what we are about, But, in the mean Time, the Author has purchafed 
an Opportunity of venting a Scandal, on the King, denuded of all the 
real Advantages the Faction intended to make of it, but for the mix’d Rea- 
fon only of Fraud and Scandal together ; Fraud in ‘pretending the King 
and his Friends concerned in the Popery Branch of the Plot, and Slander 
in affirming fach leud Stuff, in the Manner as he has done. And the Jeft 
is, that, to fcreen his Lye, he adds fo far as is confjlent “with his (Ma- 
jefty’s) prefent Eafe and Quiet; that is but for the Timggre/ert; the State 
may alter, and then he falls in pefle-mefle. But, again ft #M1S Suggeftion, 
how falfe foever it is, no Manner of Demonftration c-i be found or fram’d, 
no, 
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no, not from the plaineft Matters of Fa@ in the World; for what can 
confute this Thefis, The Roman Catholics knew that? Ge, § ay I iay, 
of the moft dutiful Son upon Earth, w/z. his Confidenty“knew that he 
would cut his Father’s Throat, to get his Eftate, if eeouent do it inwall 
Refpects with Impunity. For this Reafon, Intentiefs can never be ac- 
cufed, but through diftinguithable A@tions that declare them. And, for 
that Reafon, the Law requires overt Faéts to prove mental Treafons. But 
this Author can condemn through a double Intention, both of Roman Ca- 
tholics and King, without any Faé at all, fo it be to rail. Therefore 
his Sentence is foolifhly injurious to the King’s Honour, and carries a great 
deal lefs of Juftice with it, than would be if the Author himéfelf had never 
given juft Occafion, by preaching or writing, or any other A@tion in all 
his Life; and yet, if one fhould fay of him, he was in his Heart, the 
amoft fycophant Knave upon Earth, and that, if any one fhould procure 
a Licence, and print certain Sermons and Hiftories, he would appear to 
be fo; of which Wrong, no doubt, he would heavily complain. Whereas, 
on the other Side, being the Author of fuch a pretended Hiftory as this is, 
where, without, nay, againft Evidence of Fact, he charges the King to in- 
tend all the Evils vulgarly annex’d to Popery, not, as the Faétion, or the 
very worft of them, did, to ferve a Turn of a real State Projet, but as 
the Marrow of Compleat Hiftory (forfooth) affirming (away, with his im- 
pertinent ot to fay) the King would have done it all, if he durft; and 
that, not for mortal Fears, gui cadere poffunt in virum fortem @ conflan- 
tem, but for thofe diminutive Ones of a little prefent Eafe or Quiet; I may 
infer from hence, as, from clear Premiffes, a clear Conclufion, that the 
Canker of Malice, Treachery, and Undutifulnefs, hath the entire Poffef. 
fion of this Author’s foul Soul: And let him clear himfelf as well as he 


can. 


XLIX. This Confequence, of the Bill of Exclufion, of difarming the King, 
was not fuch a Secret, at the Time, as it is in this Hiftory, which is fo far 
from touching upon it, to lay it open, that the Author is very bufy to hide 
it, and yet trumpets out the Slanders, with which it was, at the Time, 
frothed over. But the better Sort of the FaGtion would, as I have hinted, 
be fo free to fay, that (viz. the Exclufion) was not all, And the Beha. 
viour all along fhewed the very Steps it was to have taken; for before, and 
pending the Exclufion Bill, the Lauguage was 70, no other Expedient, &c. 
So afterwards (if it had paffed) then for having the Militia, &c. the fame 
Language.had ferved ; 0, no, no other Expedient. Therefore what we 
afirm-here, that all thofe factious Engines, that wrought in order to the 
Exclufion of the Duke, were intended, through him, to difarm the King, 
T may fupport by a Paflage taken out of my Memoir; which thews the 
Faction had gore fo far, as to engage the P. of O. to be with them, and 
to affift thosQefign, and, in all Probability, he came over on Purpofe for it. 
[t is as follows.” ~~ 
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The P. of O, when he came into Exgland, prefied the King 
to fatisfy the Nation, and to agree with his People, The 
« King bi afk any of the difcontented Party, what would do it, and 
“* what were th® whole Demands. He conferred with fome, and told the 
« King, there waypo undertaking for an Affembly, for they would do 
“ what they pleafed , but there muft be more than the Bill of Exclufion, 
«¢ for that was but Parchment, which was nothing. The King thereupon 
*¢ underftood, that they muft have the Militia, @c. The King told him, 
« fuppofe, as he had fpoke with fome that defired this, he fhould {peak with 
“ thrice as many that were againft it, how could he call this fatisfying the 
“ Nation? That the King’s Friends were modeft quiet Men, who did not 
«© make a Noife, but were far more confiderable than all the others. The 
« P. of O. wondered it fhould be thought fo, for he thought the diffatit- 
“ fied Party infinitely more numerous, It was told him that proceeded, 
“ becaufe he {poke with none elfe ; but he could not pretend to know the 
« Temper and Opinion of the People, and the Value of Parties, better 
«than the King, Thefe were private Tranfactions, by which it appeared 
«the P. of O. was not againft the Bill of Exclufion, though fome heard 
«: he faid he was not for it, but would have the Nation fatisfied, and {faid, 
for the Limitations the King offered, he thought them derogatory to the 
«Monarchy. As to the Pretence in Publick —— See 3d Part, Fol” So 
the Writer of this Memoir, who faw and knew a great deal, but not fo 
much as hath appeared fince. No Man's Wifdom is a Match for Events, 
We can better develope the Myftery of thofe private Tranfa@tions, than he 
could, knowing better the Difference between Miftake, as he reprefents it, 
and Difguife, as Confequences have made known. Whereby one may rea- 
fonably gather, that the P would have taken the like Advantage againft 
*. the King, as he did againft his Father-in-law, if Circumftances had held 
farth to him fo fair an Handle as, touching the latter, they did, 

L. It is now Time to clofe up thefe Notes of the Author’s artificial 
Cookery of thefe Papers, and Letters of Coleman, to the falfe Purpofe of 
puoying up Oates’s Difcovery, and the Confequences out of them: And it 
fhall be by a fhort Recapitulation of that Gentleman’s Conduét in the 
Whole ;_ for it is a Subject very remarkable, with refpect to the State of 
the Roman Catholic Intereft in England, at that Time. Whether he 
wrote the Senfe of his whole Party, or only the vain Caprice of himéelf, 
or of the Court he ferved, is not material to be difenffed. But, from what 
he doth write, it is plain that his Aim was that the King and Parliament 
fhould never agree: For, if the King broke with the Parliament, ¢hen his 
Majefty muft court all the Interefts he might, and particularly the Papifts, 
who profeffed Loyalty, and, pretending to foreign Aids, might be confide- 
rable. Therefore, at the Time when Matters went {moothly at Weftmin- 
fier, Mr, Coleman was a Boutefeu in the Country, feekhig <Tect a Male- 
content Party, to add Strength to the Country Party in Pitliament, in or- 
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der to difturb Affairs, and, if poffible, to make all Seffions of Parl’ament 
impracticable, And the very fame Project was driven on by zhe cahappy : 
Minitters in the Reign of King ames Il. which is the ySe Ae oun of 
the tampering to regulate Corporations, and Clofetting ;¢out let that pafs. 
When it appeared that the King was like to yield te“every Thing, even 
to the Prejudice of his (Coleman’s) Mafter, as well as of the Pope’s Friends, 
as he calls them, and Popery rang all in at St. Stephens, Supplies neceflary, 
and hard to be obtained; then he was for making the King ftrong every 
Way, that he might be able to ftand firm, if not fubfift without any Par- 
liament at all. Afterwards, when the Duke of York had a good Recep- 
tion in Scotland, and it appeared that diverfe confiderable Members ftood 
by him in the Point of his Succeffion, then all was well; come Parliament 
and welcome. 

LI. Thus are his enigmatical Letters refolved, without the Author’s 
Comment that the Papiits (if we may have Leave by them to underftand 
Roman Catholics) had a mighty Influence even in the Parliament; where 
indeed they had none at all, much lefs to flatter themfelves, as he infinuates, 
that the Parliament was packed on their Side. Examine the Votes, Ad- 
dreffes and Acts, and it will appear what a falfe Glofs that is. Befides the 
putting all the Laws, in Being againft them, in Execution, and Proclama- 
tions frequently defired and publifhed for fuch Intents, note only two In- 
ftances in particular, firft, the Repeal of the Law de Herctico comburendo, 
and fecondly, the Duke’s Children educated Proteftants : Touching which 
Jatter, the Author deals ungratefully with both the King and the Duke, as 
I may fhew afterwards, Thefe are enough, fure, to fhew the {mall In- 
fluence the real Papifts had either at Court, or in the Parliament. 

LIT. We mutt obferve, now, that all thefe fine Remarks, of the Author, 
are but Preparatories adapted to his Purpofe of introducing Oates and his.- 
pretended Difcovery; as Painters, with their Chiaro ofcuro, contrive tomaks 
their Figures fet one another off, and Poets, by a Difpofition, heighten their 
principal Character. So this Poetical Hiftorian hath interpofed frequent Ob- 
fervations, to exaggerate the Noife (excufe the Expreffion, for he affords us 
no Image at all) of the Plot, Only we are trufted with fo much, before 
we go farther, that the Plot, being to fupport, if not to introduce, Popery, 
begun to fhew itfelf more openly; and how? Papifts Influences, .Interefts 
and Defigns of the Duke of York, the King (but for his Eafe) in thefinne- 
Mealures, the Parliament half gained over, as the Papifts flattered them- 
felves, and, Coleman's Papers alone, without any Concurrence, more than 
fufficient to make all good, that isa vigorous Defign to extirpate the Northern 
Herefy. Now muft not this Plot be underftood that which Oates difco- 
vered? Yes, becaufe it is termed the Plot. Then it is plain the Plot of 
the Papifts, fo far as we can difcern of it yet (dropping that infidious Flam 
of the Kitg'x, Death) is laid at the Door of his Majefty himfelf, the Duke, 
and the then Miniftry, to introduce Popery, difcovered by Oates, proved 


by 
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by Clemo, however thefe Confederates did what they could to ridicule and 
ftjfle iA, Here is the libellous State of the Plot, which, at the Time, was 
(joculatiyy*Rgmed the Plot of the King againft bimfelf; but full of Difh- 
cultics to reconWe, if not inextricable. But the Author hopes to furmount 
all, if, with a litNg Leidgerdemain, he can but, out of the Plot, take the 
King’s Life, and pt® his Perfon, per contra, in; and fo we fhall have a 
clear Solution of all his Workings thereabouts. 

LIII. Now, to advance upon the grand Difcovery, thus we enter, mau 
We come now to a great Crifis of Pelitics, the Difcovery of the Popifh Plot. 
This feems to fall, in Order of Time, after the Plot had begun to fhew it- 
{elf openly (as the Author fays) by Means of Coleman’s Letters which came 
not to Light till after the Plot difcovered ; whereof the Inconfiftency is very 
myfterious, but may clear up afterwards. But, inthe mean Time, I muft 
obferve that the Knavery of the Author’s Plot is fo grofs, and he fo full of 
it, that he cannot keep itin, but muft needs, moft impotently, blurt it out, 
as by terming it .4 Crifis of Politics, A rare Character of an hellifh Con- 
{piracy! One cannot think that, whatever it is, he can imagine a fair in~ 
telligent Reader fhould believe there is one Word of Truth in it, more 
than hath been found in other like Engines of Hell, contrived to fub- 
vert eftablithed Governments; which, put in Execution, are properly 
flyled Crijes in Politics, But our Plot is now in its Exaltation, and we 
have Reafon to expect a large Difplay of it. If the Author pleafeth, we 
will excufe the Plot, and take the Difcovery for the Crifis, as he feems to 
intend; though, as to him, it mends not the Matter. And in Truth thofe 
two cannot be feparated; for where is the Difference between a falfe In- 
vention, and a knavifh Execution of it? So let Plot and Difcovery, from 
the fame infamons Cabal, ftand for the Cris. 

_ LIV. The Author proceeds, He (Oates) now informed the King and 
“Council of a Plot carried on by the Jefuits, and other Roman Catholics, 
asainft bis Majefly’s Life, the Proteftant Religion, and the Government of 
the Kingdom, ‘The gentle Reader is to take Notice that all, which we 
have heard, or are to hear, in this Author, of the Plot, is comprifed in 
this ample Declaration. But would not any one expect to know the Sub- 
ftance, in particular, of this Oate/ian critico-political Plot? What the Facts, 
how the Defign, what the Means, and the like, by which the Nature and 
~DiBinction of it, from other Plots that have been in the World, may be 
feen; And not to be fent away with a Tale of a Tub, as moft exprefly 
he hath dealt it? Would not one know how far (if at all) it is coincident 
with the Projeéts of Coleman? No, fays the Author, confult* your own 
Imagination for that; there fhall be no looking out forwards for new Mat- 
ter, but ferve yourfelf of thofe Hints and Shuffles, as were fpun out of 
Coleman, and be fatisfied. And fo, having the Author’s Directory, that is 
a Parcel of confufed, interminated, Scandals upon the Court, fox the clear 
Matters of Faét, we muft confult the Spirit. Such an eee ooen 
X 2 of 
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of the whole Hiftory of this Plot is here, that, of a juft Folio, Volucae of 
Narrative, containing above eighty Articles of Fa@, fworn to by Oases, the 
Author gives nothing but a Piece of the Title Page contrived -awkers 
to bawl about the Streets! For, in all his Compleat Hiffor “of this Reign, 
he has not afforded any one fingle Article or Scrap 9”the Information, 
to fhew what the Fads and Circumftances were. “Tle whole may be 
any Thing or Nothing, Senfe or Nonfenfe, Truth or Lyes, Evidence or 
Impertinence, Proof, or Perjury, for ought appears here to judge upon, or 
from. But what is all that to us, fo long as we are told it is the Plot? Do 
we expect the Jugler thould thew us his Secret? We muft take what is fit 
for us, and for our Goods, be contented, and inquire no farther, But, in 
Earneft, it is a monftrous Concealment, and I cannot but wonder at the 
grofs Impudence of it. Is there any Hiftory upon Earth, in which there 
is Mention of a State Confpiracy that thaked the Public, as this did, till 
it feemed ready to fall in Pieces, without a particular Account of all the 
Faas, and the material Evidences given of it, at leaft fo far as public Re- 
gifters, Papers and Memorials might affift the Relation ? So we find, in 
Thuanus, the Maffacre begun at Paris; in Spotfwood, the Confpiracy of 
the Gowries, and Powder Treafon, and the like in Wilfon, Diverfe Plots 
have had the Honour of particular Hiftozies of them, as this alfo, about the 
Time of its Raging, had, with Summaries and Controverfials, that would 
amply have furnithed the Whole, if the Author’s Veracity had wanted 
Affiftance, But he thinks to fob his Readers off, and, with a little previous 
Cookery, to corrupt their Goufts, and cheat them under a Prejudice, that 
all this carrying on againft the King’s Life (which muft, for Form, be taken 
along) Religion and Government, are all diftinétly fet forth in Coleman’s 
Letters, wherein not the leaft Iota is to be found of it. As to the impor~ 
tant Queftion, Why all this Secrecy? 1 fhall, in another Place, to the Au- 
thor’s Shame, if he owns any, make full Anfwer. But, in the meap 
Time, to fupply this Peccadillo Defect of his Hiftory, 1 fhall, for him, cx- 
tra&t the material Fa@ts out of the Narrative, or Information, {worn to by 
Oates, only to thew the Nature of the Bufinefs, But I mutt precaution, 
that it be not expected I thould give a Compleat Hiftory of the Plot, which 
would fill a large Volume, but only make it be tolerably well underftood ; 
for I am drawing only a Land{cape, and not a Map, of the Country. I 
fhall gather the principal Faéts, and, nearly, in the proper Words, and.if . 
varied or interpolated, it is for Brevity or Obfervation: And I forefee that 
fo much will fuffice at this Time of the Day; that is, now the Spirit, 
which, in the proper Time, actuated the Public, is exhaled, and fcarce a 
Curiofo’to be found much concerned what was done, or not done, then ; 
though, perhaps, a Hundred Years hence it will be more looked after. My 
Aim is to expofe the Author, and his fale, politic Crifis; and, for that 
End, thallfeleét fome of the Prints, to obferve, as I think moft material, 
es from, 


- Crap. IK. EXAMEN. 


from, and, Yor other Matters, refer to the proper Accounts, as they are ex- 
tant inaexqt ifite Particularity. 

LY, ‘Anoutyy Way of Foundation, I take in Hand, firft, the aforefaid An Extra of 
Narrative of tye great Difcoverer, Oates; whereof the Title hath been Aeron 
partly afforded us“ay the Author in Lieu of Hiftory, as the I/Mads in a wie 
Nut-thell, This NaMafive was printed for the proper Author, with his 
monopoly Warrant at the Beginning, It contains eighty one Articles in af- 
feted Diforder, but put craftily enough together. The Sub{tance of the 
chief of them follows, w/z. — Father le Chaz/e, the French King’s Con- 
feffor, had lodged 10,000 /. in the Hands of Worfley, a Goldfmith in Lox- 

~ don, for killing the King, Art. 9.— Jutt the fame Sum promifed for doing the 2 
Job by a Spanifh Provincial of the fe/its in New Caftile, 8. The King of |. 
Franceto landan Army in Ireland, and 49,000 black Bills provided for arm- 
ing the Irijh Catholics, 11, — ‘The Duke of York was to be killed, if he did 
not anfwer Expeétatior, 13, 16, 29, 60.— One Honeft William, and one 
Pickering, were appointed to fhoot the King in St. fames’s Park; but the 
Flint of Pickering’s Piftol was loofe; fo he deferred it to another Time. 
And Pickering was to have 30,000 Maffes for his Soul, g. It appears elfe- 
where, that the other, who was one Grove, was to have -- -- - and ----- 
Maffes, which, at 15. per Mafs, came to near that Sum. — The Duke of 
York was to be founded about the Bufinefs, 22, There was to be a Ri- 
fing of 15,000 Horfe and Foot in Ireland, to let in the French, and di- 
verfe had taken Commiffions of War from the General of the Fefuits, Fa- 
ther Oliva, at Rome, by Virtue of the Pope’s Bull, 27.— A general Confult 
of the Fefiits at the White-horfe Tavern in May 1678, divided into five or fix 
Sub-Confults, for killing the King; and Oates carried Tickets of Refolves from 
Company to Company. — The Author that tranflated the ‘fe/st’s Morals, 

-_ Dr. Dong, Dr. Stilling fleet, and the Synopfis Mr. Pool, were to be killed, — 
‘wx Sit George Wakeman (the Queen’s Phyfician} was to have 10,0007 in 
Worfley’s Hands, if he would undertake to poifon the King, 33.— If he 
refufed that, he was to have 5000 /, more to make the Work fure, 37, 
39. — The Procefs for firing London, for the Sake of Plunder, the Charge 
whereof came to 14,000/, There was eighty-fix Firemen and feven hun- 
dred Fire-balls imployed: And, in the Confufion of that, the King was to 
be killed, but he appeared fo induftrious, they could not find in their Hearts 

“> matewdho it then, 30. — About thefe Affairs it coft the Fefuits 4000/, in In- 
telligence, 41. — Father /e Chai/e had a lurking Intelligencer, one Smith, 
that Coleman, the Duke’s Secretary, ufed to affift, as he was told, 44. — 
Wakeman was to have his full 15,0007, for his Work, but, ‘for all that, 
Pickering was to goon, 46. —— Grove and Pickering fired Southwark, and 
had 1000/, for it, 49. — The Duke of Ormond to be cut off, and a Mafs 
or two for the Profperity of the ‘Yefuits in it, 50, 63.— It was faid, by a 
‘Yefuit, that the Catholics might well rife and cut 100,o9eProteftants 
Throats, <2.—. If the King did not become R. C. (Rogan Catholic) he 
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could not long continue C. R. (Charles Rex,) .55.— The Prior of the 
Benedictines agreed to furnith 6000 /, in Order to the Dg fign > 60. 
Oates was urged to fhoot the King, but he durft not let off Aer + Then 
a Benediétine Monk was to do it; and a Wager of 10g%. was laid, and 
Stakes made, that the King fhould eat no more Ch ‘fimas Pyes, 60, —~ 
The Dominicans alledged Poverty, and could not adance Money towards 
killing the King, but would contribute Prayers, &c. 61, — Pickering’s 
Fellow Affaflin had a fore Throat, and durft not go by Water to Windjor, 
for fear of a Cold which might difable him for Service. Dr, Fogarthy faid 
Coleman was at the Confult when Wakeman was agreed with, and he faid he 
had hir'd four Ruffians to obferve the King’s Poftures at Windjar, 64.--The Fe- 
Suits fent 807, to bear the Charge of thefe Ruffians, with Inftrugtions for their 
Behaviour, 67. Coniers thewed a deadly Dagger coft 105, (not dear for the 
Work it was to do, for it was) to kill the King, 68. — He had done it 
fooner, but his Horfe fell lame, and he had got a Sciatica, 68,— A Paper 
Model was made for the firing Loudon, and an archite@tonical Scheme 
fhewing where to begin, and go on as the Wind fhould ferve, And Oates 
had a Poft affigned him, an Encourager of a Parcel of Firemen; and was 
to have 1000/, This Project was figned by the Provincial, 71, — The 
Pope, by Bull, filled up the Preferments in the Englify Church, and there 
is the Lift, 72, — In Scotland 8000 Scotch Catholics, when the Bufinefs 
grew hot, were to join, 73. — White, the Provincial, fufpected Oates for 
a Difcoverer, and bafted him ; but feeming reconciled, Oates evefdropped 
fomewhat worfe to happen, fo run away. It feems he was to be tortured 
and fent beyond Sea, and another Fire Encourager was put in his Place; 
and he overheard they intended to torment him, to make him confefs his 
Complices, 79. A Lift of Lay Officers under the Plot, by Commiffion 
from Father Oliva; fo alfo of the Confpirators. 7 
LVI. Thefe are the chief Fats; there are Circumftances and flighte 
Matters which, for Shortnefs, I leave out, making here an Extract dn- 
ly, as the Outline of a noble Defign. After thefe and other Articles, 
there is added, in the printed Narrative, an ceconomic Scheme of the 
whole Contrivance, by Way of Synopfis, to make it fall aptly to the Eye, 
that the Probability may not be overlooked. ‘This lay ready, as if con- 
trived to fave a compleat Hiftorian the Trouble of ftating the Matter hand- 
fomely; and, if the Author had not wilfully defigned a total Supprefaap 
of the Whole, he muft needs have ferved himfelf of that, As to England, 
(for it is there laid down, as well as for Ireland and Scotland) the Pope 
claimed the Kingdom by Title, and iffued his Royal Commiffion to the 
General of the Yefiits, Father Oliva, and he authorifed White, the Pro- 
vincial, to grant Commiflions of War to Colonels, and other Officers in 
England ; and, under that Authority, they tried the King as a Traitor, and 
Ufurper upgn the Pope’s Right, and condemned him to be affaflinated; and 
Execution was.ordered to be done accordingly, And the poor Duke of 
. I York 
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York Yas to\take the Kingdom of the Gift of the Pope, upon Terms to 
agree cd ant to pardon, all thefe Firings, Maflacres, and other terrible Do- 
ings that wereXo follow, or elfe he muft die too. Now what fhould make 
the Author not PNxe up fuch a fine Piece as this, to put in his Book, with 
marginal Marks to ‘Qtisfy the inquifitive Reader? I may fay, if it had been 
a Bear, it had bit him, 

LVIL. This wonderful Contrivance of Commiffions of War and State, The Advice 
under the Pope’s Title, through Ofiva the General, and Wérte the Pro- eae 
vincial, of the Yefuits, (whofe Authority, delegated from Oliva, feems to in the Con- 
have a Flaw ; for Potcflas delegata non potef? delegari) may feem extra~ trivance of 
vagant, if not impertinent. The former I grant, but not the other; for ners Es 
the Scheme is very fignificant, and formed with Advice of learned Counfel, 
who had the Statute of Treafons, 25 Edw. III. to provide for, that Accu- 
fations might not mifcarry for Want of Skill in the Evidence. Tt is necef- 
fary, befides the general Article of intending to kill the King, to alledge 
forne overt Faéts, which are certain and diftinguifhable, to thew forth that 
Intent. And it was very hard to frame Adtions, of fuch Men as were to 
be accufed, which fhould be abfolutely fure from Difproval by Time, Place, 
and other Circumftances: For here were many of them to be brought in, 
and, if any one failed, all was loft, becaufe a Perfon, acquitted, would be 
a Witne( to difprove Oates and acquit the reft. Now an Acceptance of 
a Commiffion of War, to be levied againit the King, from a foreign 
ufurped Authority, is an overt Fa& of Treafon witha Witnefs, and, being 
fworn diftinétly, fcarce, by any Circumftances, to be literally confuted, So 
alfo that Fact in the Plot, of a general Confult, would involve Forty ; for 
it was but faying any one was of the Confult, and his Work was done. 

In like Manner, the providing a Piftol, though it had a fcurvy Cock that 
- would not hold Flint, and the ten Shilling Dagger were alfo clever overt 
Dacts. But, Oates unadvifedly mentioning a precife Time, the Confult had like 
to have met with aRebuff; for near twenty Witnefles came from S¢, Omers, 
to prove Oates was there all May; in which Month he had fworn the Con- 
fult at the White-horfe Tavern, with its Sub-confults, to have been held: 
And, upon the Countenance of one Witnefs, Mr. Smith (mentioned elfe- 
where) and he not very pofitive, that Oates was {een in London in that 
_ Month, all thofe Gentlemen were difbelieved; and fo the Confult ftood an 
~overt Fact againft the Ye/uits that were faid to be of it. But the Com- 
miflions were cut out chiefly for the Lords and confiderable Perfons; but 
when the Efficacy of them was perceived, they were made to ferve againft 
fome {maller Commoners alfo, Be 4 

LVIII. I have extracted, from the Narrative, as much asI thought necef- some Notes 
fary to anfwer the Queftion, which the Author hath left infolvable out of his pon the Pats 
Hiftory; and that is, what was the Plot 2 I mutt confefs it is very hard to give mens 
a due Character of it, and I think nothing, lefs than its pure felS=will be its 
juftReconnoifance. Few Things in the Oatefian Narrative, ‘or Information, 

: follow 
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follow in any good Order; which is to look as if it came frd'n ary 
tant and cafual Informer, from whom Matters were taken is 







could 
recollect them. Much the greateft Part is Remembrance; a etters only 
feen, but their Dates fo exactly noted as to diftinguith S. YFand $.N. fach 


great Exactnefs is there of Things not confutable! AndAhe Matters, related 
out of them, are oddly taken, as if on Purpofe to éaviate Confutation by 
any poflible Teftimony, Befides this Care, there is a World of Hearfay, 
which makes the Accufation no legal Charge, but, if Occafion had pro- 
fered, a {mail Matter would have turned them to Effe@, Oates fays little 
of himéfelf, and his own Dealing, but with thofe who are accufed and 
cannot teftify. He accufes the Ye/uits, Benediéfines, and Dominicans, by . 
wholefale, being reprefented by their Generals and Provincials, &c. fo as 
none of them could have Credit, Money flew about in round Sums (not 
fo eafily had as fworn) 10,000/. French, and i0,000/, Spanifh, and 50001, 
more; and all for killing the King, The Caufe deferved good Payment, 
Armies, as familiar as that at Knights.bridge ; one ftom France to Ireland, 
another to Scotland, and, for the Irifh, that did not much care for Pop of 
Gun, 40,000 black Bills, fuch as Blackfmiths make far Country Watch-’ 
men, chalked to make the Edge look terrible. A rare wild Trifo Arma- 
ment! 

LIX. But, if fuch Villainy would bear a Jeft, the beft is“that all the 
Treafons, Maffacres, Murders, Burnings, and Robbings, were all to be 
done by lawful Warrant, as well to fatisfy {crupulous Confciences, as for 
Safety ; fince every Man had his Juftification upon Record, in the Archives 
of the Pope or Yefuits, for all the Mifchief he was to do; and, as if they 
were not enough, after the Difpatch of King Charles II. King Yames muft 
compound for his Life, by agreeing to pardon it all. After fuch Security, 
(which extended to the next World, by Maffes, &c.) who would not yen-_ 
ture Soul and Body in the Bufinefs? Nor is it lefs remarkable that fuch Pye~ 
parations of Fleets, Tranfports, Armies, with anfwerable Provilions, were 
to be difpatched about, this Way and that Way, and no Neighbour Na- 
tion jealous, nor England (to near) have any Intelligence or Umbrage of it.” 
A fearful Stir, indeed, there was about this fame King-killing Job, Many 
Ways fet on Foot at once; Dagger, Piftol, Gun, Poiton, and Ruffians, re- 
fident at Windfor, to obferve Conjunctures. Coniers fure, with his broad ; 
Dagger, had done the Work, if he and his Horfe had not been crampet at 
once! Ravilliac was a rare Fellow, who did as much, or more than this, 
with no Splutter at ail! . . 

LX, Here a Father Confeffor of a great King, is Engineer, Secretary, 
and Paymailer in the good Work of killing another great King; and, upon 
his Politics (profoiind ones) the whole Defign turns. Conzers, with his 
Dagger, a promifing Affaffin; the Guns and Fire-locks, dead-doing Things, 
as fure, they fay, asa Gun: And then what think we of Poifon? Yet his 
Majefty fell ndt. Now, after all this {training and ftriving of numberlefs 

7 People, 
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People, abut the worft of Parricides, and one of ‘the chief Agents found 
i his Plot to be half difcovered by this Oates, and the fame 
nosRowgr of him and his Complices, he yet let him efcape, only 
wiinado. So foolifh were thefe JSefuits, that, left the Viper 
fhould not fting, ‘they angered him with whipping, and then let him go to 
tell out the reft! What an Idiot was Whitebread, when he had once col- * 
lar’d, not to difpatch him, but let him attend without to over-hear their 
Talk of torturing him? He and his Colleagues were like to bring about 
fuch a Bufinefs as King-killing! But, to all thefe odd Inconfiftencies, there 
was an Anfwer went current, and moft aptly ferved the Turn, guos Supiter 
perdere vult, dementat, and fo all was well; and, with that Heathenith Sen- 
tence, Oates was confecrated an infallible Teftimony for Life and Death, 
I have here faid thus much of the Matters of the Plot, to furnith, once for 
all, a Sort of Glofs upon a Word the Author frequently ufes, as I muft in 
Courfe obferve, but is not fo kind as to give any Exemplar or Interpreta- 
tion of; and that is ridiculing; a Crime Courtiers and Loyallifts, nay, the 
good King himfelf is frequently accufed of. Now, if you afk what Ridi- 
culing means, I anfwer, that, in this, and the foregoing Paragraph, Iam a 
Ridiculer: And, by fo much, as from a Specimen, one may imagine the 
whole Etymon, and Senfe of the Word. 

LX], But, to be more ferious, I look upon this confufed Relation of (moftly) The Defign 
undetermined Paffages, printed and fold about, to have been originally in- and politcal 
tended to ferve for a Foundation to regulate future {wearing upon, either Naritive, 
of Oates himfelf, or of any other Perfons, as fhould have a Motive to and others. 
come in, as Seconds, to teftify with due Conformity. For here they were 
taught the Names of Perfons, Offices, Profeffions, Characters, Qualities, 
and other Particularities, which, as is reafonably to be fuppofed, were 
brought together opt of a Diary, and here poured forth for the Benefit of 
the lefs Learned, but willing to ferve in fuch a Militia, as Arms and Am- 
munition out of a Magazine. It is the firft Example, of this Kind, that 
ever was known; but, afterwards, it was followed as a facrofan@ Prece- 
dent: For no Witnefs, of any Kind, came in, but his firft Charge was to 
print his Narrative. And, although fome poor Rogues had little Encou- 
ragement, but their Copy; fo others, of a better Pretenfion, and more 
willing to take Inftruction, were not lifted in the Roll of Evidence, till 

~ they had fix’d their Tale by a Depofition fworn, and printing the Infor- 
mation by Way of Narrative, Then they hada Rule to {wear by, and to 
jead others ; for concurrent Teftimony hath a ftrange Command of Credit. 
Thus went on the Trade of Narratives, till there was above twenty, and 
all of the Plot; fome with ftrange, not to fay obfcene, Titles, not fitto 
be wrote, and yet appeared, in large Gothic Capitals, upon the Title Page, 
And all this Mifchief owing to Rewards publicly given and promifed to 
all that fhould come in, as they called it, and make farther Difcoveries of 
the Plot: Which Pra@tice, I hope, will never be drawn into Example. I 


fhall 
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fhall fay no more, in ‘the General, of this our politic, Crifis, Jere ; there 
will be Occafion to take Notice of diverfe Incidents and Vranf#Ktion’. This 
was the Foundation Plan of the Stru€ture which had mahy JMorkmen em- 
ployed thereon. I fhall yet meddle little with them: Butyyhus far is fo im- 
probable, — what did I fay? improbable? nay, impofiible to be true, that 
nothing can juftify the Countenance I give it by fying fo much. But 
how could any one forbear, when the Public was fhaken, the Tgnorant in- 
fatuated, and wife Men bewitched by it? And, farther, the Author fays 
Nothing to fhew what was the Matter which, in its Time, made fuch a 
prodigious Havock as this did, and which he fo blindly exaggerates, 
throughout the Time, in his Book compleat in Nothing but fcandalous 
Reflections upon the King and his Court. 

LXII. I am now in a Vein of Benevolence to our Author, and fhall go 
on to thew how much he was in the Right, to Style this Plot a Crifis of 
Politics. Some would have termed a real Difcovery, rather a Crifis of 
Truth than of Politics, according to the Proverb, that, early or late, Truth 
will out. For, when the fermenting Humour hath found Vent, the Phyfi- 
cians fay the Difeafe is judged; fo, in Popularity, when the bafe Cheat is 
vented, and Truth appears, it is a Crifis; and not unlike when a peccant 
Tumour gathers about the Brain, the Crifis, or Difcharge of that, proves 
either immediate Death, Apoplexy, or Mania. And of that Sort is this Au- 
thor’s Crifis, which, difcharging upon the commune Senforium of the Pub. 
lic, made the People mad; and, had not a better Crifis fupervened, the 
politic Conftitution had been deftroyed. Therefore his Notion was right 
in the firft Inftance; and, if he would be affifted with another Simile, as 
wife, and a little more honeft, it fhall be of the monftrous Birth of a 
Plot, which had its Fore-runners, Midwives and Throws, and Nurfes 
enough to rear the mif-fhapen Infant, till it was grown up to go alone, 
and could fhift for itfelf; and then it was as like the Father, as if Sataw 
himfelf had Spit it out of his Mouth, But, to leave Ridiculing, it ever 
was, and will be, a certain Criterium of Truth, to be eafy, fudden, ter- 
minated, clear, and intelligible ; and, on the other Side, Falfity is ever am- 
biguous, confufed, cloudy, myfterious, and unaccountable, And, for the 
Symptoms of this Difcovery, I think they will beft be gathered from two 
capital Pamphlets, which will give the beft Account of the unaccountable 
Starts and Motions this Crifis had in the venting itfelf, and the confequertes 
Steps of its Progrefs, 

LXUI..The firft of thefe is that of Mr. Kirkoy, a Gentleman of a good 
Family,in “Lancafbire, I think an old Cavalier Race, however he came to 

concerned in fuch a Bufinefs as this. The other is an Apologetic, 
Ytitled, dn impartial State of the Cafe of the Earl of Danby, fince Duke 


‘of Leeds ; but I thall, for Conformity of Language, ufe the former Style. 


The Accownts of thefe two Authors do. not much difagree in the Main; 
but one may obferve a different Scope in each, as the Perfons, however 
clofe 
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clofe to th Ince tives of the Movement, were differently circumftanced. 

- Yet both have préfdrved fo much of the Matter, as gives very great Light 
into the Myftery ;{ but not fo much, by either of their plain Dealing (I would 
it had been more des fhewing the whole Truth, as, by a Judgment proper 
to be made by refitting on what they do thew. To begin with Kzrkdy. 
He was the firft Mov to the King of his Danger; and Dr. Jong was the 
Difcoverer tohim. How far Kirkéy was in the original Depths and Lengths, 
doth not appear ; but he fhews a ftrong Penchant to have his Story, and the 
Plot itfelf, as it was called, to be believed. But Dr. Zong, in all Probabi- 
lity, was at the infernal Bottom, and inftruéted Oates who had fo much 
of the Savage, as feemed not fit to be trufted with the whole Secret; but it 
is plain he knew enough to be courted, maintained, and penfioned, in and 
out of Favour, careffed, or ftigmatifed, all the Days of his Life, even when 
he was fcandalous and unferviceable. 

LXIV. Auguft 12, 1678, Kirkby came to the King in St. fames’s Park, Kirkl;'s Rela 
and, Sire, faid he, keep within the Company, for you may be fhot this Mo- tion extratted 
ment, Strange Start of a Difcovery! But it did not keep Pace according to 
this Beginning. Ina little Time after, Kirkby found Means to give the King 
an Effay, about half the Articles in Oates’s Narrative, in writing, 43 as I 
take it, The King fent thefe, fealed, to the Earl of Dandy, then Lord 
Treafurer, and referred Kirkéy to him. ‘The King, who was very fagacious 
in difcerning the Truth of Things, did not credit this Story, and, from the 
Manner of its Entrance, concluded there was fome Trick to be plaid upon 
him: And verily, if he did but caft his Eye upon the Papers, he muft be 
convinced ; for they begin with P, Chai/e’s lodging 10000/. in London to 
pay for killing him. And there was nothing but might fooner have been 
put upon the King than that; for he was well acquainted with foreign 
Affairs and Courts, After this, Dr. Zong and Kirkédy, together, went to the 
Lord Treafurer, but the latter was excluded: Whether that Tong might be 
free, or that two capable Witneffes, who may by Law accufe for Treafon, 
might not be in private with him, his Lordfhip beft knew; as alfo what 
paft at. that Time, whereof we fhall have fome Account in the next. When 
‘Tong was come out from the Earl, he told Kirkéy he had given his Lordthip 
more Articles than the King had fent to him. There was another Hitch 
of the Plot. After this, followed much going, to and fro, of Kirkéy, Tong, 

~-and Oates, one to another, and to the Earl of Danby; except Oates, who 
did not appear to his Lordfhip. At length Kir24y went to the King at Wind- 
for, and faw his Majefty who faw him alfo; but Kirkéy could .not get to 
any Speech with him, The Reafon of which was another Shock, the King 
had, upon the Arrival of a falfe Parcel of Letters direéted to Father - 
ingfield, of which an Account will be had out of the Impartial State; bud 
it certainly determined the King in his Opinion of the Cheat. Kirkby fays 
thefe Letters were delivered to the Duke of York by Bedingfield, ended-*. 
vouring thereby to take away the Belief of the Plot: And, whether he aid it 

: Y 2 or 
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for that End, or not, it was certain it could have no ofhér E@t; as will 
appear. The Rendefvous of thefe three, Kirkoy, Tong dad OBtes, wasat - 
Kirkby’s Lodgings at Vauxhall; where Oates, after oo Beating, 
lay clofe, patting his Time with writing fair Copies of hi#Warrative, while 
Kirkby and Tong folicited Matters abroad. And all thrée, as Kirkby fays, 
were much perplexed for fear of failing; and they had’Reafon, for no Mor- 
tal could dream fuch Things fhould happen, as did, to lift up the falling 
Engine: And it is likely, as the Declination was obferved, timely Provifion 
was made, of Screws and Springs, to fet all right again. 

@ ofthe LXV, The Earl of Danby made ule of one Mr. Floyd to deal in this Af- 
a fair, and to take from Dr. Tong Meflages, and to carry them to Windfor, 
tive, and to recarry what Direétions followed. When this Mr. Floyd came to 

give Notice to Dr. Tong to attend, with his Man Oates, at the Council, 
they were in a great Hurry, and joined to get the Narrative figned before 
Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, an active Middlefex Juftice of the Peace. This 
was done, he being a Juftice of their own choofing; and why fworn at 
all, being to go before the Council; and why before him, rather than the 
Chief Juftice, Lord Mayor, or any other, may be the Subject of Conjecture 
afterwards, This fhews there was more in the Wind, than making known 
to the King his Danger; but the Pretence was, that it muft be fixed by 
Oates’s Affidavit, leait the King and Council fhould ftifle the Plot before 
the Parliament met. Thus far is out of, and occafioned by, Kirkéy’s Nar- 
rative. 
The impartial = LXVI, The Impartial State fays it was Kirkby carried Dr. Tong to his 
erate of th Lordthip, the Earl of Dandy, who ftriGly examined him. The Dodtor did 
Earl of Dasly, not own the Papers, the King fealed up, but faid they were Copies of his 
1679. writing. Nor did he own to know the Author, and faid the Originals were 
put under his Door by he knew not who; but he guefled the Man to be 
one whom he had met, two or three Times, in the Street, and believed he 
fhould foon meet him again; as they fay, he that hides can find, and for 
this Recovery needs go no farther than Kirkdy’s Lodging. All which Stuff 
is as rank asa Polecat. Afterwards the Door came to his Lordfhip, and 
faid he had gueffed right, he had met his Man, and had received more 
Paper from him ; but he defired not to be named, for fear the Papifts fhould 
murder him, 
Amufements LXVH. Then this honeft William, and Pickering, the Gunners, were 
tlhe Ea to be watched, in order to take them with their Firelocks about them, but 
ment. none found. If it had happened that either of thefe Fellows had walked 
there, then’ all had gone well; fo there was a Chance for fo much. The 
King had an Account of thefe Matters from Time to Time, and his Ma- 
gefty ordered the Secretary’s Warrants to iffue for taking them. Among 
bother Hints, Dr. Tong told his Lordfhip of four Ruffians, that were to go 
"in a Stage Coach to Windjor to kill the King, and his Lordthip, being to go 
to Windfor, left Mr. Floyd in Charge, as was faid, to go between Windsor 
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and London twith tNatices about this Bufinefs, as Dr. ‘Toug thould communi- 
cate them, ‘The Coadh was waylaid, but no Ruffians; and Mr. Floyd brought 
Word they were da@ppointed of their Journey, but would come the next 
Day, or the niki, but no News of them; and Mr, Floyd brought 
Word they could nof come, for one of their Horfes was fhoulderflipt, or 
fome fuch frivolous Excufe. Thefe Paffages abfolutely finifthed the King’s 
Opinion that the whole was a Fiction, and his Majefty pofitively forbid the 
making any other Perfons privy to it, although his Lordfhip preffed very 
much for it. The King faid he would alarm all England, and put Thoughts 
of killing him into their Heads who had no fuch Thoughts before. This, I 
fuppofe, refers to the laying the Matter before the Council, as was done at laft. 
Now the Plot was defigned for the Parliament, and thefe Amufements only to 
confume the interim Time; and this Examination, before the Council, was 
all out of the Way, and made the Triumvirate think ail was fpoiled. They 
were aware of Mocedo’s Failing, who mifcarried by that very Means. And 
this had certainly confounded Oates, if other Circumftances and Incidents 
had not reedified him. The Earl of Danby went into Oxford/hire, and 
the Gentleman brought Word that a Pacquet of Letters were delivered to 
the Poft, which, if intercepted at Windjor, would fhew the whole Plot. 
His Lordfhip returned as foon as he could, and acquainted the King; but 
the Letters had had their Courfe before; for they were delivered out, as 
directed, to P. Beding field; and he, in a fearful Fright at the hideous Con- 
‘tents, carried them to the Duke, and he to the King, It was manifeft that 
the Names, figned, were not the Hands of the Perfons; and the Hand- 
writing was afterwards found like that of Oates, but difguifed. It is no 
Wonder the King was fo well fatisfied of this Cheat, having fo many ftaring 
Indications of it: And, to do the King Right, his Majeity, in this Bufinefs, 
fhewed himéfelf wifer than his Minifters, Council, Parliament, and all Eng- 
land befides, as the Sequel will fully demonftrate. 

LXVIII. This Pamphlet purges the Calumny, caft on his Lordthip by fome, 
as if he had invented the Plot: Thofe were the Papifts. But others, who 
were the anticourt Party, faid he concealed, or (to ufe the common Word) 
ftifled it. Itis certain, at the Time of this Pamphlet wrote (for Time is 
a great Matter in fome Cafes) his Lordfhip’s Juftification lay in fhewing that 

_ he encouraged and made the moft of it: And it had been well if his Lord- 
-fhip had thought fit, inftead of a dry new Edition of this Pamphlet in his 
Memoirs, Vol.1, to have obliged the Public with a fuller Account. of the 
whole Mattcr, as fell within his own Knowledge, with his Opiniqn whence 
it came. It is fet forth for Merit, that, after the Examination é6f Qates at 
the Council, and the Council rofe, it was found that the fearching 
Coleman's Papers (which Oates had faid would fhew enough to hang him} 
was not put in the Order; whereupon his Lordfhip caufed another to be 
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wrote and fent, and had five of the Lords Hands to it, and thereupon the | 


Papers were found. It doth not appear the King knew of this, and then it 
was 
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was a bold Stroke; but, favouring the Difcovery of Colkofan's Y triguing, all 
was well, But certainly it was no Court made to th Dake bf Tord, an- 
der whom Coleman ferved ; and his Lordfhip muft necd know that, what- 
ever the Papers were, material or not, neither the 
private Perfon, would approve the having his Servant’s Correfpondencies ex- 
pofed. This might well be the Caufe of that Uneafifiefs, between the Duke 
and his Lordfhip, as was obferved to be derived from his Condu@ of this 
Difcovery, and, at length, gave a fatal Lift to his White Staff. Mis Lord- 
fhip fays very true, in the faid apologetic Memoirs, that, without thofe 
Papers, all had fignified nothing: And it were well if his Lordthip had 
more explained wherein the Value of that Service confifted. But we may 
gather from Vol. Il. Memoirs, Preface, pag. 11, that fome clearer Light was 
prefent with him, when he takes notice of the King’s Difpleafure at him 
tor his bringing the Plot into the Parliament, and the Evils to himfelf, which 
the King foreboded, faying he would live to repent it. His Lordthip adds, 
that he has lived to find Kings to be true Prophets, as well as Kings. And 
it will happen fo, when the true Fathers of their Country are not credited, 
nor trufted, in public Concerns. 









Memecir to LXIX. Ihave a Paflage in my Memoirs pertinent to this, “« April 27, 
itaged EE 1684, I was informed at Windjor, that Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, up- 


“ on Oates’s defiring to make Oath before him, when it was offered that 
“he fhould take it without hearing the Papers read, or his Perufal, refufed 
“ that. Whereupon he read all the Paffages, and went to Mr. Coleman, and 
“ told him of it, and wifhed him to wait upon the Duke of Yors, and 
“« know if he had heard nothing of it, and to tell him it concerned him 
«* highly ; and another Meffage was fent him of the fame Kind, Where- 
“ upon the Duke went to the King and told him, and he had before car- | 
“ ried four Letters to the King, which were fent to P. Beding field, and 
“« by him delivered to the Duke, as importing fome Cheat intended upon 
“ him: And that the King, as was believed, told the Earl of Dandy, who 
“ thereupon fent for Godfrey, and threatened him. I obferved from this, 
«« that the Game plaid notably, that, at the Beginning, there fhould be 
“ clafhing between the Earl of Dandy and the Duke of Yord, it being cer- 
** tainly defigned to disjoint, and fet at Variance, the great ones at Court.” 
The Plot wis XX. Thus far the Plot hath taken, it being fo ordered that the King 
read muft be the weakeft Man living, to think it other than a defperate Foure 
-—"_-bery ; and that, at the fame Time, others abroad thould think, or feem to 
think, the contrary; as that it was an horrid, damnable, execrable, and I 
know not what of a Plot, to kill the King, and to fettle Popery. For, if 
We King and the People had one Notion, were it for, or againft, the Plot, 
ithe Defign of it equally failed; for the whole Virtue and Efficacy of it lay 
‘in Diffention, and the Diftruft it was to create between the King and the 
People: Like a Mine, which once fired, and the Baftion blown up, they 
might come on with their Attack upon the Succeflion, if not upon the Go- 
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LXXI, Bat, to.cpnfider with Refpect to the Eael of Danby; it feems Of the Rarl of 
plain, fo far, that-hp was pofitively the Means the Plot was not crufhed at fee ea 
the Beginning ; when the King was fo folemnly convinced it was a Cheat, and Miftakes, 
and had ‘givefewer to filence it. It is like the Earl might think that, 
coming on with a Gale of popular Air, if he did not fail with it, he might 
be crufhed by it; and potfibly, by taking in with that Side, he might fe- 
cure himfelf with the Parliament: For what could be more acceptable than. 
to join againft France and Popery, as he always affected to do? He refitted 
the King, divided from the Duke of Yor&, if not made him an utter Ene- 
my, and, even by that, loft much of the King’s Favour. How far he was 
difpofed to join with the Party, that flew fo impetuoufly againft the Duke 
and the Succeflion, we may conject; but the Truth was beft known to 
himfelf. But, betwixt one and the other, the Matter was brought upon 
the public Stage, at firft, by an Examination at Council, and fo it fell na- 
turally into the Parliament: Which fome thought might have been pre- 
vented ; but that is very doubtful, if not certain to be otherwife, For 
when a Bufinefs is originally calculated, to be brought into the Parliament, 
bya Party, and for mighty Ends, and fome there, perhaps, not Strangers 
to the Difpofition; I fay, under fuch Circumftances, who fhould keep it 
out? But, in the Cafe of the Earl of Dandy, there was Infelicity and 
Error; the former by ftanding in the Dint of an Air, that was intended, 
and almoft fure, to blaft him, Then, for the Error, it was double: Firft, 
in fancying that an high, enriched, Lord Treafurer, and Minifter of State, 
who had long been a Subject of Envy, could poffibly be popular. Invifo 
Jfemel principe, tam bene, quam male, facta premunt, He thould rather have 
fortified himfelf under the King; efpecially having Truth, as well as his 

Majeity’s Judgment, with him, There had been a Sort of Generofity, and 
~ Means thereby to engage the King to protect him: Then next, in thinking 
it poffible he could ferve himfelf of a falfe Engine, without having the 
Government of the interior Springs that actuated it. And the Confequence 
verified this, for it appears by the Impartial State, that his Lordfhip had 
enough to do to fteer clear of being charged Home, and particularly for 
the Murder of Godfrey, a main Branch of this infernal Stratagem, which I 
referve for an Account by itfelf; therefore fay nothing more of it here. 

LXXII, But now, while we are upon the Plot in general, as it was Oura:’s Dion- 
. termed, it may be reafonable to relate a Circumftance, or two, which hap- Cenk 
pened upon the Examination at the Council, where the Plotters, inftructed detegted him. 
by Mocede’s Fate, expected no Good; and efcaping with the Life of their 
Plot, till the Parliament met, was all they defired. One of Oafes’s, Scenes 
lay in Sparn, where, upon his Converfion, he had been fent to be traing 
up a Fefuit, and, for his abfolute Incapacity, was foon fent back again: Bey 
fpoke of Don Fuan doing fome great Thing towards killing the King, as 
I remember, it was faid to have been paying 10,000/. to the Fe/izts, 
which they were to furnifh for that End; and this done in his (Oates’s) 
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Prefence, who was then amongft them. The King affed himjquick, bat 
Manner of Man Don Juan was? Oates, knowing thd Spanidrds are cgm- 
monly reputed tall and black, anfwered, He was a@ pil, Slack Man, at 
which the King fell into a Laugh, for he had knowkl<en Suan perfo- 
nally in Flanders, and he happened to be a low, reéith hair'd Man. By 
this it was manifeft he had never feen Don Fuan. Amd farther, when Oates 
fpoke of the ‘¥e/uits College at Paris, the King afked him where it ftood, 
and he anfwered as much out of the Way, as if he had faid Gre/ham Col- 
lege ftood in Weftminfter. 
Oates would LXXUI. Oates never would fay all he knew ; for that was not confiftent 
Fea old all with the Uncertainty of Events. For he could not forefee what Sort of 
Evidence there might be Occafion for, nor whom (it might be thought fit) 
to accufe: All which Matters were kept in Referve to be launched or not, 
as Occafion, like fair Weather, invited, or Storms difcouraged: And, having 
once faid there was all he knew (if he had been fo overfeen) it had ended 
the Plot; and then there could have been no farther Sufpence, or Expecta~ 
tion (as was afterwards continually kept on Foot) in Hopes that, at 
Length, the Bottom of the Plot would come up. In the mean Time, the 
Faction could calumniate any Perfon, as the Duke, Queen, and even the 
good King himfelf, as being in the Plot; much more any one that was 
loyal in the Miniftry and Magiftracy, and fo keep all in Awe. And, all 
the While, it went about in Whifpers, that ftrange Things would appear, if 
they could but once come to the Bottom of the Plot; and each one’s evil 
Imagination was to inform what that was, as will fully appear afterwards, 
When Oates was examined in the Houfe of Commons, and was afked if he 
knew of any farther Defign againft his Majefty, &c. inftead of anfwering 
that Queftion, he told a Tale of a Fox and a Goofe, that the Fox, to fee 
if the Ice would bear him and his Goofe, firft carried over a Stone as heavy 
as the Goofe. And neither then, nor ever after, during his whole Life, 
would he be brought to fay he had told all he knew; and diverfe of his 
witnefling Train had learned that of him, faying, as fome did, that that 
(meaning what was then fworn) was all they thought fit to declare yet: 
Which was a Behaviour that would not have been endured in any Time or 
Country, but only in Exgland, and at thisTime. But, as Circumftances of 
Affairs, and Perfons of public Concern then ftood, it was paffed by, though 
an Example of pernicious Confequence, and fit (as the common Phrafe is) 
to have been made an Example. 
‘Iwo Trislsto — LXXIV. For giving as clear an Idea as I can of this Proceeding, and the 
inake te | Nature and Gradations of it, I will prefent the Cafes of two Perfons, in 
and his articular, who were tried capitally under the Aufpice of this notable 
Swearer: One in the Full, and the other in the Wane, of the Plot. The 
{ firtt thall be the Trial of Mr. Coleman, and the other of Sir George Wake- 
man, But, in the Way, I thall take the Freedom to obferve a few Points 
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upon Afece#o. Anil finding a Note to this Purpofe in my Memorial, of the 
fame Piece with thé other, I will give it in the Writer’s own Words. 
\LXXV. 4 The Parliament was to meet the Beginning of Oéfober 
* 1678, and Thwfirft Difcovery was in the Middle of duguft, Time 
enough to blazon it abroad, to irritate Mens Minds, but not to do any 
Thing for Trial. ©. Dr. Tong, the firft Mover, would not have it expo- 
fed, fo much as to the Council, before the Parliament met; but faid it 
was fitter for the Parliament. And, when it was objected that the Papifts 
might kill the King in the mean Time, he faid, Care fhould be taken of 
that, they fhould be fo narrowly watched, they fhould not be able to do 
it. 3. There was but one Witnefs before the Parliament met, which is 
not fufficient in Treafon; fo the Council could not order a Trial, though 
they might commit, except in Cafe of Coleman, whofe Letters were pro- 
duced under his own Hand. 4. No Lord, nor Perfon of Quality, but 
only inferior. People were named before the Parliament met, that the 
Court might not be ftartled, but might engage in the Profecution of thofe 
defpicable People, for whom no Man would have Regret, but they 
might be bountifully thanked by the Parliament for it. 5. To make 
“ the Minifters of State lefs fufpicious, and more eafy, they were courted, 
not only in the Applications of the Difcoverers, but in the Difcovery, viz. 
That the Papifts intended to kill the King, the Duke of Lauderdale, 
Duke of Ormond, &c. which made the Earl of Dandy not only give 
Way to the Profecution of it, but to prefs the Belief of it in all Places, 
and to all Perfons; and the Duke of York was not only acquitted, but 
was to be killed if he did not comply.” 

LXXVII. Before I come to the Trials, I muft juft hint that two Things 
happened, after the Narrative fworn, and the Examination at the Council, 
which had a furprifing Effect for fetting up the Plot when it was in the 
Wane, and without which, it had probably funk in the Opinion of all 
People before the Meeting of the Parliament ; and whether it could be re- 
edified there or not, isa very great Queftion, One of thefe Emergencies 
was the producing of Coleman's Papers; the other was the Murder of 
Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey; efpecially the latter, which, for the immane 
and execrable Villainy that belongs to it, will deferve, as I intend, a parti- 
cular State and RefleGtion upon it, which, as I faid, fhall come forth by 
itfelf. The Difcovery of Coleman's Papers made as much Noife in and 
about London, and indeed all over the Nation, as if the very Cabinet of 
Hell had been laid open. It took away common Freedom of Speech about 
Oates and his Plot, for People’s Paffions would not let them attend to any 
Reafon or Deliberation on the Matter; but, if any Perfon was more ae 
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rate, and, retaining fome Doubt, was difpofed to afk Queftions, he was r 

buffed with a What? Is there a Plot or no? The Manner whereof I hav! 
partly reprefented before. This popular Logic carried it in all ordinary 
Converlation; fo as one might have denied Chri? with lefs Conteft than 
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the Plot. So much for granted was it taken; and the Wifer dueft not gain- 
fay this Propofition, that all Oa¢es’s Plot was made ott by Coleman's Lat- 
ters; and the fame is the Point faftidioufly managed by this Author, as I 
have before obferved: Though no Syllable of the one 45%0 be found in 
the other. And, under this hard Prejudice, Coleman came'to his 'T rial; which, 
if it proved fevere upon him, was not altogether undeferved, becaufe of his 
odious Trinketting with foreign Interefts, fo oppofite to the eftablithed Re- 
ligion and State of the Kingdom, in Order to produce Changes in both, 
pernicious and intolerable, which deferved, one Way or other, to be feverely 
corre€ted, 
The Charge LXXVII. His Trial was at the King’s Bench Bar in November 1678, 
againtt fe * and the Indictment was grounded on the firft Article of the Statute 25 
Tal = Edw. IIL. for imagining the Death of the King; and, for overt F. acts, were 
alledged, 1. His propofing a Rebellion, and to bring the King to Death, 
2. His Letters, which are {pecified in the Indictment, and are alledged to 
be wrote to procure, againft the King, the Aid, Affiftance; and Adherence 
of the French King, by Means of Monfeur /e Chaife; and the like of Let- 
ters to one Throckmorton. After the Harangues were over, the Prifoner 
fpoke in Anfwer toa Surmife againft him, which was, that his Correfpon- 
dence from 1675 to 1678, two whole Years, had been conveyed away; 
and it was to be prefumed, if thofe had appeared, all the foul Things of 
the Plot would have been found in them. He faid, that he had been urged 
in Prifon to be ingenuous in his Confeftions, and he had been fo, and par- 
ticularly affirmed there, as he now did with Affeverations, that in 1675 he 
left off correfponding, and afterwards he had no Letters that he kept, but 
all were flighted, and made away as common Paper; for the Correfponden- 
ces, he then had, were but curfory, and of no Moment to be kept; and he 
offered to be tefted in any Manner whatever, But that could not regularly 
be done: And as, on the one Side, it was but a Flourifh, and the Argument 
from thence (viz. if down to 1675 were fuch, what were thofe down to 
1678?) rather a rhetorical Trope, than of Force, as Evidence, againft the 
Prifoner for his Life; fo, on the other Side, the Anfwer, that there were 
none fuch of any Value kept, was as ftrong to refel it. The Letters were 
read againft him, the Pinch of which was the procuring Aids and Affiftances 
of the French; which, if underftood Arms, was Treafon, if Money only, 
not. Every Thing in them would have been Mifdemeanor, but that only 
(fo conftrued) came up to Treafon. 
TheTeftimo.  LXXVHI. The oral Teftimony againft him was pofitive, viz. Oates, who 
ie ean fwore that he was at his Houfe, carried a Pacquet from him to S#, Omers, 
; : incwhich was a News-Letter that called the King Tyrant, and a Letter in 
-satin to Father /e Chaifé, which thanked him for the 10,000 /. to propa- 
gate the Catholic Religion, and faid it thould be imployed for the BufinefS 
defigned, and that was to cut off the King. But thefe Words were not in 
Coleman's, but in le Chaife's Letter to one Strauge, the Provincial at London, 
which 
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which Coleman, atthe Defire of Strange, anfwered, for he (Strange) had 
run a Reed into hig Hand, and could not write. And Oates gave this Let- 
ter.to /e Chaile, a brought an Anfwer inclofed in one from the Society, 
which he faw, ving a Patent to be of the Confult. He tells of the Con- 
futt at the White-Horfe Tavern, fubdivided, &c. held by Virtue of a Brief 
from the Pope, fent by the General, and of the Refolves of the Ways to kill 
the King, and the Rewards; all which were communicated to Coleman, in 
his Hearing, in Wildhoufe; and Coleman {aid it was well contrived, and 
wrote to have the Duke trapanned into the Plot to kill the King. Coleman 
was to get the Duke of Ormond kill’d in Ireland, and to fend 200,000 /. 
for carrying on a Rebellion there. That 80/. was fent to the four Ruf- 
fians at Windjor, and Coleman gave the Meffenger a Guinea for Expedi- 
tion: This was duguff 21, 1678. that he (Coleman) copied out Inftrudtions, 
and difperfed them to the Confpirators about in England. Wakeman to 
have 10,000/. to poifon the King; but Coleman thought it too little, and 
would have 5000 more added, to make the Work fure, ‘Thefe Copies were 
fent to advance the general Contribution, then on Foot, which would come 
freer, feeing what was done from beyond Sea, That he (Coleman) had 
a Commifiion from Father Oliva, to be Secretary of State. More is 
faid of the other Commiflions, which were left with one Langhoru, Now 
what was in the printed Narrative again{t Coleman, was not any Knowledge 
Oates had of himfelf, but only what Fogarthy told him, viz. that Coleman 
was prefent at Wakeman’s Confult: But here there was enough of pofitive 
Knowledge fworn, and to fpare, though generally it is from Sight of Let- 
ters, except fome Confeffions; he fays, he could evidence more, but did 
not, becaufe of other Things that were not fit to be known yet. 

LXXIX. Mr. Coleman, in his Defence, oppofed to Oates, that, upon the Gain great 
dire&t Quettion at the Council, and View of his Perfon there, Oates faid, poe 
that he had never feen him in his whole Life. That Examination, it feems, gions 
was before the Letters found, or that Oates had framed any Tale againft 
him. To that Demand Oates anfwered, “That his Sight was bad by 
« Candlelight, and Candlelight alters the Sight much ; but, when he heard 
« him {peak, he could have fworn it was he; but it was not then his Bufinefs; 
« he could not fee a great Way by Candle-light.”. The Lord Chief Juftice 
atked him, Why he charged no more upon him? Wis Anfwer is remark- 
able, uz. * I did defign to lay no more to his Charge, then, than what was 
«© Matter for Information; for Prifoners may fupplant Evidence when they 
«« know it, and bring Perfons to Circumftances, as Time and Placge(mark the 
‘ ordinary Precautions belonging to Perjury.) My Lord, I was not bound to 
give in more, than a general Information, againft Mr. Coleman. Mr. Coy 
man did deny he had Correfpondence with Father /e Chaife at any Time, I 
did then fay he had given him an Account of feveral Tranfactions, and, my 
Lord, then I was fo weary, being up two Nights, and having been taking 
Prifoners, upon my Salvation, I could fcarce ftand upon my Legs.” 
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LXXX. My Lord Chief Juftice afked him, What wa: the Informatita 
he gave at that Time? His Anfwer was as notable 1s the former, wis. 
« The Information, he gave at that Time (as near as hé cgyJd_ remember, 
“« but he would not truft to his Memory) was for writifig of News-Let- 
“ ters, in which he (Oates) did excufe the treafonable Reflections, and cal- 
‘ led them bafe RefleGions at the Council Board; . the King was fenfible, 
‘and fo was the Council, he was fo wearied and tired (being all that A fter- 
« noon before the Council, and Sunday Night, and fitting up Night after: 
“ Night) that the King was willing to difcharge him; but, if he had heen 
* urged, he could have made a larger Information.’ The Chief Jattice 
recapitulated the difmal Treafons he had fworn there, and then, fiid he, 
Could you omit all this? Oates anfwered again, “He was fo tired and 
‘* weak, that he was not able to ftand on his Legs; and he remembered the 
« Council apprehended he was fo weak, that one of the Lords faid, that, 
«if there were any farther Occafion to examine Mr. Coleman, Mr. Oates 
« fhould be ready again, and bid him retire”? The Chief Juftice faid, 
You was by when the Council were ready to let Mr, Coleman go almoff at 
large. ‘*— No, faid Oates, I never apprehended that; for, if I had, I 
« fhould have given a farther Account.” Then the Chief Juftice afked, 
What was done to Coleman at that Time; was he fent away Prifiner? 
Oates anfwered, “Yes, at that Time, to the Meflenger’s Houfe, and, with- 
‘* in two Days after, he was fent to Newgate, and his Papers were feifed —.” 
The Chief Juftice asked again, Why did you not name Coleman at that 
Time ? Oates anfwered, Becaufe he had fpent a great Deal of Time 
in accufing other Ye/iits.’ Another Judge afked, What Time was there 
between the firft Time you were at the Council, before you told of this Mat- 
ter concerning the King? Oates anfwered, « When he was firft at the 
“ Board, which was on Saturday Night, he made Information, which be- 
** gan between Six and Seven, and lafted almoft to Ten; he did then give 
“in a general Account of Affairs to the Council without the King: Then he 
“went and took Prifoners; and, before Sunday, he faid, he thought, if 
‘« Mr. Coleman’s Papers were fearched into, they would find Matter enough, 
«jn thofe Papers tohang him. He fpoke thofe Words, or Words to that 
‘ Effect. After that, Mr. Coleman’s Papers were fearched, Mr. Coleman 
« was not to be found; but he furrendered himfelf the next Day. Again 
‘ he took Prifoners, five that Night, and the next Night four.” — The Chief 
Juftice, upon Occafion of what he faid of Wakeman, and the s000/. Coleman 
was to give him, befides the 10,co0/. to poifon the King (which was an 
Hearfay not much heeded by the Council) afked him, Why did you not ac- 
fufe Mr. Coleman.by Neme? He anfwered, “For Want of Memory, be- 








‘ee ing difturbed, and wearied in fitting up two Nights, he could not give a 
. “ good Account of Coleman, as he did afterwards, (meaning to the Parlia- 
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« ers, But whenihe faw Mr. Coleman fecured, he needed then give no 
« -farther Account. : 

LXXXI. Were Avas a manifeft Damp upon the Evidence, which Sir Ro- 
bext Scuthwell ed to wipe off, by faying that Oates mentioned that 
WVAtter of Wakeman, but that he faid alfo that he did not fee the Action: 
And it is in his Ne@rative that Fogarthy {aid the fame, which was the 
Hearfay I mentioned; but there was a Difpofition that Oases fhould be 
fetched off So that went for a Naming him at the Council, to anfwer the 
Chief’s Objection, vis. Why did not you accufe him? But the not know- 
ing him paffed on Account of Candie-light, though, as Coleman fhewed, 
he ftood the next Man to him. As for the Guinea, a very diftinct overt 
Fa@, which was in Auguft, Coleman {aid he was out of Town in War- 
wickfhire all that Month, and the Truth was fo; but there was fome Im- 
pediment that the Witnefs was not at Hand, and the Chief put it off, fay- 
ing much did not depend on that. So Coleman was wanting to himfelf, 
in not proving Oates guilty of a falfe Charge, and defifted: But, afterwards, 
at the Oppofal before Judgment, he would have retrieved it; but then it 
was too late. It was material, for a Witnefs, falfified in any Fat, goes 
to the Whole. And this thews how careful a Judge of Life and Death 
ought to be of every Word that comes out of his Mouth; for’ that loofe 
Sentence coft this Man (probably) his Life, At the Trial, the Letters, which 
were the fecond Teftimony, were taken fora Solicitation of foreign Forces, 
which was full againft him. But he would have defended, by alledging 
thofe Words he ufed, viz. Aids and Affiftances, in foreign Acceptation, 
meant only Moncy; and that was only to procure Liberty of Confcience for 
Exercife of their Religion, which might be againft the Laws, but not 
Treafon. But thefe were looked on as weak Anfwers. He did not infift 
that, if the Words were acceptable in both Senfes, upon a criminal Charge, 
they ought to be taken im mitiori fenfu; and fo he was attaint of High 
Treafon, which was Matter of great Rejoicing and Triumph to many. 

LXXXII. 1 do not here pretend to extract the whole Trial, no more 
than to give a compleat Hiftory of the Plot, but only to take out fuch 
Parts, as I think will chara@terife the Difcoverer and Difcovery. As for 
the former, I think, at this Time of Day (this veracious Author excepted) 
no Perfon pretends other, but that his Part was a moitt foul Perjury. And 
I have noted the Particulars of his Anfwers, to give, as it were, a Picture 
of it; which is net the worfe for being of a Monfter, becaufe it is a Ra- 
rity, and, by Way of Caveat, may ferve to prevent the like Agimal biting 
harmlefs People in after Times. And, to fay the Trath, I have not beard 
of a Witnefs fo flatly and almoft confeffedly difproved, even by his on 
Behaviour, who, ever after, ftood an integral Wimefs againit diverfe Men, 
for their Lives, as he afterwards did, he Matters, he {wore, were, in the 
Nature of them, almoft incredible. Let it be one Inftance, that Inftru- 
BAinne for the contracting and vroceedine to kil the Kine. were commu- 
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nicated, by numerous Copies, all over the Country, among the Catholics,:to 
encourage their Contribution to fo good a Work. But the Anfwers, to the 
Chief’s Objections, were falfe and foolith: For was it poflible a Man, ex- 
amined willingly about treafonable Matters, could not Mink of fach tre. 
mendous Stuff, as he {wore againft Coleman at his Trial? And then to ry 
only, he was weary, Gc, But, according to Parole, to make the Reprefen- 
tation, of him and his Plot, a little more lucid, I will take up another 
Trial, and examine him there, And it thall be that of Sir George Wake- 
man, one of the King’s Phyficians, The former was in his Crefcent, this 
in the Wane, of his Evidence ; after which, his Credit went down apace to 
what it deferved. 

LXXXII. Yuly 18, 1679. Sir George Wakeman, and three Priefts, were 
brought to Trial at the Old Baily. His Indictment was upon the fame 
Article for compafling the Death of the King, and, for overt Facts, al- 
ledged that he did confult with others to put the King to Death, and did 
take a Commiffion to be Phyfician to an Army of Papifts in England. 
Oates {wore, that, in Fuly 1678, Ajbby the Fefwit came to Town fick, and 
Sir George Wakeman was his Phyfician, and ordered his Medicinal Regiment, 
by writing Inftructions how he fhould order himfelf before, and at the Bath. 
In the firft Place, a Pint of Milk in the Morning, and nothing elfe, and 
a Pint at Night, and to have 100 Strokes at the Bath Pump. In this Let- 
ter Sir George wrote that the Queen would affift him to poifon the King, 
In a Day or two after, he faw djkby and Wakeman together, and the lat- 
ter fitting in a writing Pofture; he faw him lay by his Pen, rife up, and 
go away; and the fame Hand, that wrote upon that Paper, which was not 
dry, was the fame Hand that wrote the Letter to Afbby; and, while he was 
writing, Ayhdy gave him an Account that he was, by Commiffion, Phyfi- 
cian to the Army. And A/bdy could not write upon that Paper, for he 
was lame of both his Hands. This is the loweft Evidence, if any at all; 
for immediate Comparifon of Hands, by one that has been acquainted with 
them, is {carce Evidence, even if produced and fworn in Court; and it is 
required that the one of them was feen, or known, to be wrote, that the 
Court may judge on producing both Papers: But, after all, a Man’s Hand, 
in a Letter, is eafily counterfeited. But what is it then for an abfolute 
Stranger, fecing one Paper at one Time, and another at another Time, to 
{wear they are both the fame Hand? Thefe Notes may feem fuperfluous in 
Matters fo plain; but thofe very Matters, having had great Confequences, 
and the like, poflibly, in the Miz-maze of worldly Affairs, may return again, 
it is fit te have this Notice given of them. 

-LXXKXIV. Oates {wore farther, that one Sir Richard, or Sir Robert, of So- 
merfet Houfe (pointing, as was fuppofed, at Sir Richard Beclings) came from 
Ber Majefly, for certain Fathers to attend her; and Oa¢es went along with 
them to Somerfet Houje. The Fathers went in to the Queen, and he ftaid, 
without, in the Antichamber; and he heard a Woman’s Voice fay, fhe 
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ould affift them, in the Propagation of ‘the Catholic Religion, with her 
Evjate ; and that fhe would endure thofe Violations of her Bed no longer ; 
and that fhe would.afift Sir George Wakeman, in poifoning the King. Now, 
whgn they cam€ out, he defired that he might fee the Queen; and he had, 
me believed, of her Majefty, a gracious Smile; and, while he was within, 
he heard the fame Votce afk Father Harcourt, whether he had received the 
laft 10000 /, and it was, as he could probably guefs, the fame Voice, which 
he heard when he was without, and he faw no cther Woman there, but 
the Queen and thefe Fathers, I think the Temper of the Age and Nation 
is fhewed in Nothing more phlegmatic, to fay no worfe, than in bearing 
fuch a Piece of Impudence as this was. But he was let go on, 

LXXXV. In the fame Yuly, the 10000 /. was propofed to Sir George 
Wakeman, to poifon the King, and he (Oates) was prefent. He was not 
politive whether it was before, or after, he heard this Woman’s Voice, but 
near the Time. It was 4/hdy, in the Name of the Provincial from whom 
he had his Inftruétions, that offered it. And Sir George Wakeman refufed it, 
becaufe it was too little for fo great a Work. An Account of this was 
given to Whitebread the Provincial, and he ordered the Fathers to offer 
5000 J, more; and they did fo, and it was accepted; but this by Hearfay. 
only. Yet Sir George receiv'd 5000 /. in Part, and an Entry was made of 
it in a Book, kept by the Fathers, called the Entry Book, of this Purport. 
Memorandum, Sach a Day 15000 /. was propofed to Sir George Wakeman, 
which he accepted; then, under it was wrote, Received in Part of this 
15000 /, the Sum of 5000 /. of Father Harcourt, by Order of Edward 
Coleman, figned George Wakeman. Here is as fair an overt Fa@ of Treafon 
as one would with, and the Hand of learned Counfel may be feenin it. The: 
Chief Juftice afked him about the Name figned; and he faid, it was the 
fame Hand as to the Apothecary’s Bill, and told the Pofture of writing, and: 
the lame Gentleman only by, as before. 

LXXXVI. Wakeman oppos’d him, as Coleman did, with his having 
{worn, at the Council, he did not know him, and that he never faw him in 
all his Life. Oates replied, as before, his wonderful Wearinefs and Pains- 
taking, being ill and indifpofed, for Want of Reft, in Refpect both of his 
Intellectuals and every Thing elfe, foas he could not charge him fo home ; 
but now he had a proper Light, whereby he might fee a Man’s Face, he 
could fay more to him. Whether the Wakeman, he {aw (at the Bar) and 
the Wakeman, before the Council, were the fame Perfon, he did not know; 
but he faw the Commiffion in the Hand of that Wakeman; hefaw hiny 
when the 1oa00 /. was offered, and, being afked, who was then prefent, he 
anfwered the Names of three Perfons that, upon his Evidence, had beer 
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tried and hanged fome while ago; which made diverfe fmile. The Chief ; 


Juftice afked him why he did not give the fame Evidence at the Council, 
as now? ‘ He anfwer'd, he could by and by give an Anfwer to it, when. 
* it was proved by the Prifoner what he did fay there.” 


TWWwweiwyfrgyyTyir.. | 


lates hard put 


O it. 


34. EXAMEN. Part L. 
Mow of the ©. LXX XVII. Then the Prifoner brought Chapman the A 


pothecary, with tht 
fame. 


Prefcription received from Afhby, who faid he read the whole Letter, and 
there were no fuch Words in it, nor Mention of the King and Queen, but 
‘as related to the Baths fo called. He tore off the prefcriptive Part, to%put 
on his File, and flighted the reft, as of no Ufe. This was thuffied offby 
Oates, who faid there was another Prefcription ten Days before Afbby went 
to the Bath; and then it was he faw him write as before; which was the 
Bill for his Ufe before he went out of Town, It appeared Wakeman did 
not write that, which Chapman had, but his Man, for he was fick. Wake- 
man objected two Improbabilities, 1. That he fhould prefcribe a Bath Re- 
gimen fo long before, for the Cafe might alter in ten Days. And 2. That two 
Prefcriptions fhould be wrote for the fame Cafe; and Chapman teftified that 
the Milk Diet, for the Bath, was not poflible to be direfted, for it 
was next to Death to ufe it, But the Chicane went off upon the Confide- 
ration that it was not, in the Courfe of Nature, neceffary, that, what was 
{worn, muft be falfe; and, fo long as it was poflible to be true, and Oates 
hhad fworn it thoroughly, that was enough. 
Osierhsd LXXXVIIL, Then /#akeman oppofed him upon his having fworn, in the 
guitted Wake- Houfe of Lords, that he knew the Letter was his, only by the fign George 
ee Wakeman. Oates faid, he did not remember what he did fay, but, if the 
Prifoner proved the Words, he would leave it to the Jury: But now, fays 
he, I come Face to Face, to fatisfy not only Judges but a Jury, I thew 
you what Reafons I have to believe it. Then, being afked, if his (Wake- 
man’s) Name were to the Note, he faid he would not fwear that; but the 
Charagter of the Hand was the fame. Then Sir Paul Floyd proved, that, 
at the Council Board, Oafes, being called in, and afked if he knew any 
Thing, perfonally, againft Sir George Wakeman, he lifted up his Hands, and 
{aid God forbid I fhould fay any Thing againft Sir George Wakeman, for 1 
know Nothing more againft him. It feems what he had faid of him, be- 
fore, was of a Letter, from White to Fenwick, of the 15000/, &c. which was 
not a Ground for Commitment, Then Oafes was ata Fault, and faid the 
Council did not prefs him to fay his Knowledge, but he would not be po- 
fitive ; but, if he was preffed, and did anfwer fo, he appealed to the Board, 
‘€ he was in a Condition to make any Anfwer, being, out of Wearinefs, 
fearce Compos Mentis. 
Oates veflekts LXXXIX. Sir George Wakeman, to fupport Floyd’s Teftimony, faid, 
Oey ek that, if it had been as Oates fays now, he mutt have been committed ; to 
credited + that Oaées faid, that, to fpeak Truth, it was fuch a Council as would com- 
Waremss and mit Nobody. /Vakeman would have had Sir Paul Floyd have fpoke to 
er eee other Matters that paffed at Council; but a Judge of the Privy Council, 
sed, and their leaft the Clerk (as Lloyd was) of the Council fhould be drawn in to tran& 
ee grefs the Oath of his Employment, faid it was his Duty not to anfwer 
: {uch general Queftions, Then Sir Thomas Doleman came to fhew how 
weak poor Oates was, and fo ended the Evidence. The Chief Juftice re- 
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capitulated the whole, and, towards his Conclufion, lad thefe Words, 
«<I tell you plainly, a Man could not be fo weak, but he could have faid 
ee he faw a Letter under his Hand; it was fhort as he could make an An- 
% (wer; and it is ftrange he fhould go and make Proteftation that he knew 
© nothing. ——Let us not be fo amafed and frighted with the Noife of 
«Plots, as to take away any Man's Life, without reafonable Evidence.” 
So leaving the Caufe, upon the Credit of the Witnefs, to the Jury, they 
found Wakeman not guilty. This was the fictt Check, in Public, that 
Oates had; for diverfe Perfons, between the Trial of Coleman and this, 
had been tried, and, upon Oates’s Fable, with additional Witnefs, as the 
Trials thew, convicted and fuffered. It is plain now, what Reafon the 
Plotters had to decline the Council; the chief Wounds in their Credit 
were infli€ted there, though not fo fatal as in Mocedo’s Cafe. A falfe Stra- 
tagem, again{t a Government, can have little Effect without a {winging Po- 
pularity to back it; the Rabble are apt, not only to {wallow Nonfenfe, 
but alfo to cram it down the Throats of fuch as have lefs Appetite to it. 
It is to be noted that this Acquittal of Wakeman (and of the three Priefts 
with him) wasa Thunderftroke io the Plotters; for there emerged thereby 
no Jefs than four Witnefles to prove Oafes perjured, which was of the laft 
Confequence to the Plot: For fome Work lay ftill behind to be done, par- 
ticularly the Cafe of the five Lords in the Zower, To the End therefore 
that the Evidence might not fink, Care was taken to fright Wakeman, away 
beyond Sea, by ftrong Threats of another Accufation and Trial to be 
brought over him: And, as for the three Priefts, they were all Attaint for 
officiating as Popith Priefts, and, thereupon, clapped up in Newgate; and 
fo the Coaft was clear again. 

XC. Pofterity will wonder at two Things. 1. That fuch an Evi- 


The wonder- 


dence, as this againft Wakeman, fhould be admitted to fuftain a Charge of ful Property 


High Treafon. And, 2, that, upon a folemn Examination, it fhould bear 
fo much Altercation as it did; for take the whole Tale, as it lies, and, upon 
the very opening, it muft appear fit rather to be rejected with Deteftation, 
than to be left, with Indifference, to a Petty Jury to judge of. The Nature 
of it, fhould have been expofed; what an affected hard {trained Compofition 
it is! One Man fees another Man, with a Pen in his Hand, in a Pofture of 
writing; and then that he laid down the Pen and went away, leaving the 
Paper wet. One would think this was feeing a Man write ; no, that did 
not amuie, and demonftrate a {crupulous Care in fwearing, And then, for 
ftopping of Gaps, another Man in the Room muit be lame, and could not 
write; evga, it muft neceffarily be the Handwriting of him that fat at the 
Defk, The Matter was hedged in, and no Poflibility to efcape,” and what 
was that? A Handwriting, feen fometime after, was the fame Hand wri- 
ting with this feen upon the Defk: Wonderful Memory to be fo fure of 
that! And worfe, if poffible; a Woman was heard {peak (it might be as 
well fqueak) Treafon in another Room; and, when the Queen came on 
Aa an 
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and fpoke, it was the fame Woman's Voice he heard within: But this wad 
nothing to the kind Leer he had from her Majefty. It is almoft a Pain 
to note thefe fo fulfom Paflages, which, furviving to Pofterity, muft b 
Matter of Wonder and Amafement. 

XC Was it not flrange Ufage of a Qucen Confort, when fuch an 
frontery, out of the Mouth of a Meridian Villain, in Public, by an In- 
vention, which a Child, that ever faw a Court, and Majefty in it, muft 
know to be falle, after the Trial was over, (depending which, Decorums 
were to be obferved) and the Evidence difbelieved, fhould be let pafs with- 
cut fo much as a Reprehenfion? But the Crafis of Times muft account 


- for all fuch Indecencies. It was plain, that, poftnate to the Narrative of 
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Oates, there was a Defign formed for cutting off the Queen by a falfe Ac- 
cufation ; and, thereupon, this Teftimony was given, and Bed/oe, another 
Plot-witnefs, chimed in, It feems the not venturing fo high, in Oates’s 
Narrative, was thought an Error to be retrieved by additional Swearing, 
It was not a Cabal, of ordinary Authority, could encourage Oates to come 
to the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, and fay, Aye, Taitus Oates, ac- 
caufe Catherine, Quean of England of Haigh Traifon. Upon which the 
King immediately confined him; and it might have been worfe if fome 
People had not taken his Part, who were confiderable enough to give Um- 
brage that it would be more prudent to fet him at Liberty again, which 
was done accordingly. The King was pleafed to fay, they think I have a 
Mind to a new Wife, but, for all that, Iwill not fee an innocent Woman 
abufed. This Paflage ought to be remembered for the Honour of the 
King’s Juftice. Certainly, if his Majefty had given Way, the Queen had 
been very ill ufed. The Plotters thought he would have let that Matter 
drive, partly, becaufe change of Women was his Foible, and, partly, that he 
might affect to have an Heir of his Body to inherit his Kingdoms, But his 
good Nature would not bear fuch a mifcreant Attempt; fo little of the 
Tyrant had hein him! And now I muft obferve, that, for the fame Rea- 
fon which inclines me to relate thefe Paffages, the Author, before us, whol- 
ly inclines to conceal them; for no Honour muft be given to the King, nor 
Difhonour to the falfe Witnefles. If his Ink had been black enough to 
have fullied this Action, we had received it from his Hand: And we have 
diverfe Inftances, where a good Action of his Majefty will bear a Mifcon- 
ftruction, for the Sake of the latter, he prefents us with the former, which, 
otherwife, muft be laid out of the Way. He confiders fuch Matters, as 
Dyers do taeir Silks, whether they will take the Colour or not; if they will 
take, thén, what Dreffings are moft proper to illuftrate the Colour. 

XCII. I have fhewn my Reafons for not giving a full Hiftory of this 
Plot, I have taken fo much of it as anfwers my Defign, which is to ex- 
pofe the falfe Dealing of the Author before us. And, to fay Truth, the 
Matter of the various Narratives is fo very faftidious, it can be no Enter- 
tainment to extract, or to perufe what may he extra€ted from them; for 

who 
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poe would care for the Defcription of a Scare-crow, made up of Clouts 
and Straw? And there is no Want of Summaries, Charges, Defences, 
ipefides the very Trials and Examinations themfelves, in Print, to divert 
ayy one whofe Temper will comport with fuch phlegmatic Entertainment. 
ILmuft own that, the more voluminous and dull the Subject is, the greater 
Art is required to fift and reduce it to tolerable Hiftory: And that may be 
done, far beyond any yet extant, if an able Pen undertakes it. But I may 
aforehand prophefy, that, unlefs that Pen had Eyes and Ears at work in 
the very Time when the Plot was flagrant, it is impoffible, out of the 
Rubbith in Print, to fhew the Character of the Age, and what Witch- 
craft prevailed over the Underitandings of the many. And Iam not out of 
Hopes, that, when Times will bear it, fome of the Cotemporans, faithful 
Hiftorians (at prefent not unprepar’d for it) will fuffer their Labours to come 
forth, whereby Pofterity may be informed, not only of fuch Proceedings, 
as appeared upon the public Stage abroad, but, of many alfo that, by 
Way of Plot, were tranfacted in Cabinets, and behind the Scenes. By 
this Means the Community may gather a juft Sentiment of the Times, 
without turning over and fifting the nafty Rubbith of Narratives, Trials, 
&ce. an Herculean Labour, which, fince the Ardor of Zeal, as well as 
Paflion of the People, is fpent, few or none will undertake, and yet fewer 
be able throughout to fecern the true from the falfe, or make fuch Con- 
clufions as may be drawn from them. And however this may be a great 
deal, and go far with Perfons inquifitive and induftrious, if any fuch un- 
dertake the filthy Analyfis, who may thereby obtain fome Diftinctions of 
true and falfeé; what is that to the unaccountable Flings of a fyderated 
Rabble, major as well as minor, when wife Men acted like ftark Fools, 
and honeft and good Men like the verieft Fourbs that ever came out of 
Newgate? And, againft fach Time as the World may be thus throughly 
informed of the Facts of thefe Times, I warn our Author to be prepared, 
if he durft appear before juft Judges, to anfwer for his difingenuous, and 
worfe than double Dealing in this whole Affair: I may fay, for Folly alto, 
in going about to fecrete the Matter of this Plot in his Hiftory of the 
Time, publifhed when the Prints concerning it, with broad capital Title 
Pages, lay ftaring at him and every one elle that paffed by the Bookfellers 
Stalls. 

XCIII. This Behaviour of our Author, true to the Police of his Party, 
puts me in Mind of a total Change made in their Condudt, as different as 
when they fay, Feces about. When the Plot firft fprung, and acted vigo- 
roufly, Care was taken to make every thing public that belonged teit ; and 
this with Colour of the higheft Authoritics to vouch it and all its Cir- 
cumflances ; whereby we had not only « 
their monopoly Warrants, but Prociama Votes, Journals, even that 
of the Houfe of Lords, whicn is a Ree eeches, Letters and Attefta- 
tions, as could pofibly be Lad, with Extracts, Comments, and Anfwers 
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to the Sufferers dying Speeches, and other argumentative Stuff in Pama, 
phlets, all publifhed in Print: And the greateft Part of thefe affertory TranfA 
actions done on Purpofe to be fo communicated, not only to create, ang 
then, confirm a Belief in the People, but alfo (as fome thought) to bh 
a conformable Remembrance of it in Hiftory, and thereby juitify the Ac- 
tions of that Time to Pofterity for ever. But, after the Plot became erler- 
vous, and all farther Ufe of it was defpaired of, and the whole Machine 
expofed and deteftable, which fell out at the Oxford'Parliament (of which 
afterwards) then the Politic turned round, and Silence took the Place of 
Proclamations ; we heard no more of carrying on the Plot, the Bottom of 
the Plot, or any of thofe railing Forms of Speech, which, before, flowed 
out of every Party-Man’s Mouth, as if the whole Society of them knew 
no other Help to Difcourfe. And, of this, our Author (as I obferved) is a 
luculent Inftance. He gives us all the foul-mouthed Epithets of the Time, 
as damnable, execrable, horrible, @c. and there leaves us in the dark, 
without one fingle Fact, fet forth or related by him, to which we ma 
annex them; and fends us away with an Opinion that all thofe Perfons, 
whom he infinuates Popith, are the Subject of thofe ftately Predicates, 

XCIV. I cannot quit our Author yet, but muft take another Turn with 
him about his fcandalous Concealment of the Ingredients. of: this- State-Po- 
litic Compofition, He goes on with his File of Slanders, as well he: 
may; for, as Oates, fo, he is careful that fuch Perfons of the Time, as 
were not in their Meafures, fhall be put into the Midft of the Plot,. Such 
was the Language; i¢ was Part of the Plot, faid they, to talk againft it, 
And the King himfelf is infinuated to be a Complice, of: which the Evi- 
dence was his being a Stifler and Ridiculer of the Plot, and alfo a profef- 
fed Encourager of Stiflers and Ridiculers. Elegant ‘Gibberith, which I {hall 
have more to fay to! But, in the mean Fime, is it not a Wonder a King. 
fhould ftifle and ridicule a Plot to take away his own Life? One may alfo 
admire how the Author comes by thefe Flores of the Canaglia, that, pro- 
mifcuoufly about the Streets, and in Coffee-houfes, toffed thofe Words, 
like Dirt, at every one whofe Difcourfe did not-pleafe them. But I forget 
the hackney Libels of the Time, in which the Author is learned enough ; 
as appears by what he borrows from them. He believes, as-I guefs, that 
his Readers will fancy thefe Stiflers and Ridiculers to be very fad Folks, 
although he affords not a fingle Word of what they had done to merit his 
Difpkafure, Therefore he muft excufe me, if I prefume to be his Inter- 
preter, at“ open the Myftery, although I may. hazzard the being, in his 
Accoufit, a Stifler and Ridiculer myfelf, 

XCV. If I may have Leave to recapitulate a little of what hath been 
touched already, I fhall remember that the Plot was never levelled directly 
againft Priefts and Jefuits, (though it was their fad Hap to ftand in the ill 
Dint of it) but againft King Charles II. his Authority, and the Succeffion 
of the Duke of Yor, But the Mifchief was,.that the King, and (in a 

lower 


Guay, TL EXAMEN. 


_ Ypwer Degree) the Duke were belov’d, and the Priefts and Jefuits were moft 
npopular and hated, Therefore, to make the Pill go down the better, the 
ing, and (upon Terms) the Duke were to be kill’d, and the Priefts and Jefuits 

tome the Killers; And, afterwards, in the working, the Tables were to be 

tprned flowly, and the Fury to fall upon the King and the Duke as in with the 

Jefinits, to kill all other good Proteftants. It was too blunt to fay, the 

King was a Confpirator, or that his Friends were itt a Confpiracy to kill 

him; but, fo far as introducing Popery, deftroying Liberty, calling in France, 

joining in the Interefts and Deligns of the Duke of York, (who was foon 
put into the worft of the Plot) and all, except taking away his own Life, 
the King was to be plotted as deep as the beft of them, and all the Loyallifts 
thruft in after him, ‘Thus, by Degrees, dropping the King’s Death, which, 
after the Plot, had faftened upon People’s Intelleéts to confound them, the 
whole Strain of the Evidence bore upon the King, the eftablithed Church 
and Monarchy, and with like Impetuofity, as before it had born upon the 

King-killing Jefuits themfelves, A rare Hiccius Doxius! So, now, Poper 

and arbitrary Power took their Seat: And then all thofe, the King himéelf 

not excepted, who did not exprefs an implicit Faith in Oares, intended the 

Plot (I mean the new Edition) fhould take. And it fo happened, that the 


fubject Matter would bear no Opponents but of the Genus ridiculofum’;. 


for who argues ferioufly againft Nonfenfe? This the Plotters could {carce 
bear, and Nothing provoked them more than to fee Men fmilé; at which 
they conftantly fell into a Rage at thofe, who (as they‘ faid) ridiculed a 
Difcovery of fuch an execrable &c, Plot; and that the Defign was to ftifle 
the Difcovery, that the Plot might go on. And thence flowed a new 
Chapter or two to be added to the Books of the Crown Law, viz. Stifling 


and Ridiculing. And the Author owns, and, declaring the whole Procef, . 


brings Majefty in guilty. 

XCVI. Perhaps fome may think it extravagant, or that’I do the Author 
wrong, in making him put the King himfelf into Oatés’s Plot. See how 
hard it will be to make Pofterity conceive the prodigious Nonfenfe current 
in the turning of that Devillifh Engine, at which thofe, who lived, and ob- 
ferved rightly in the Time, were amafed, But, for the Author, he is candid, 
and juftifies his-Party, though, at the fame Time, he condemns himéelf ; 
For what ele can be the Meaning of his perpetually infinuating, that the 
King was.a Papift in his Heart, at leaft, and, but for Fear, would ‘do like 
his Brother; and that is bad enough, if Intere/is and Defgns imply any 
Thing: And then making him a Stifler and Ridiculer, and yreatncourager 
of fuch, what needs more to fhew him? But yet he would be pliiner, for 
he brings in the Court Buffoon Killegrew, faying to the King, that his 
Majefty Anew more cf the Plot than any Body elfé, and his Difccvery of it 
would quickly fatisfy bis People. The King mutt become Oates’s Second, a 


Royal Employment! His Majefty’s Narrative would have fold as well as 
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nuation than this? It was Nothing from the Mouth of a Court Fool. 't 
fufficed to make them laugh; but, being tranfj planted into a Compleat Hiftar;, 
turns to a Voucher of Iniquity charged on his Majefty. Wherefore I maly: 
a great Doubt whether, in this Inftance, our Author’s Want of Duty, ae. 
rity, or Common Senfe, is greateft. But this will require to be farther 
touched upon in another Place. ‘ 

XCVII. Then it may be faid, that the Church of England, and loyal 
Party took an Alarm, and went along with the Noife of the Plot as fiercely 
asany. And have I excufed them in any Thing, of that Kind, done? But 
here lay the Perfection of Art, which is notable, and not obvioufly perceived, 
A Party of Men are ftruck at to be fubdued and oppreffed, and the Engi- 
neers contrive to make even them to work hard in framing and erecting the 
Machine, which is calculated for the pulling their ownflves down 3 which 
is like the Comedy, where all the cheated Fools are brought in, to drive 
away their Friends, and defend the Cheaters. Who doubts but, at firft, 
abundance of honeft and good Men were caught in this Trap? Elfe, it 
could never have made fuch a Devillith Stir as it did. They were fo miftaken 
to think that fome Good might be extracted from an Evil which they did 
not fufpeét was to terminate in them. But what Churchman or Loyallift had 
any Share in the infernal Cabal where the Plot was hatched ? The Fanatics 
were entirely in the Meafures, and their Head, the Earl of Shaft/bury, had 
the vifible Conduct of the whole Motion, And I may affirm’ there: was 
not a fingle Perfon, of the conventicling Tribe, had not a Part in acting, 
Noife-making, or crouding, to cooperate in the great Work. But, after the 
loyal Gentlemen and Churchmen, that had, at firft either given Countenance 
to the Plot, or paffively let it drive, without endeavouring to rectify their 
futioufly miftaken Neighbours, found themfelves levelled at, become Papifts 
in Mafquerade, Stiflers and Ridiculers, and, as fuch, difgraced, turned out 
at Elections, and to be purged out of all the Governinent Commiffions, 
they ftared about, and fcarce knew where they were, and fo began to work 
off as faft as they could. And it was diverting to fee how careful the Ma- 
nagement, of fome in Authority, was. If in public they aimed againit 
the Plot, they began for it, as faying none could doubt of that, or that the 
Plot was as clear as Noon Day, and fuch like ironical Sentences, And thus 
it will always happen, when Men give Way tc Evil of unknown Contriv- 
ance, expecting Good out of it; for they will foon find the Evil fhift and 
change like a Proteus, and, Serpent like, invelope them in fatal Confequences, 
of which-they had as little Thought, as they thall have Power to avoid; 
and fo fom one Degree to another, till (untels Providence forbid) they fhall 
be plunged in inevitable Ruin. 

XCVITT. If it be pretended that, for excufing the Author’s fupprefing 
the Particularities of this Plot, it was enouga for him to take up the Child, 
and lay it at the Door of the right Owner, without unbinding the fwaddling 
Bands, to thew whether it was Male or Female: The Papitts are always 

plotting, 
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_ plotting, and here now isa Plot to kill the King, there it is, let them take 
ba own it. Is not that enough? I anfwer no; for itis the Office of an 
Niftorian to inform all Particulars, and leave no Blanks to difcontent a 
Reorder, that, by any Means, may be properly filled up. ‘There is Curiofity 
tq be complied with, for all Men defire to know what the Facts are, upon 
which Inferences are grounded ; and there is Inftruétion to be had, and from 
Nothing more ufeful than from the Frame and Proceeding of a State Con- 
fpiracy. And, befides all this, a Juftice due to all Parties and Denomina- 
tions of Men; as here, with Regard to the Roman Catholic Profeffion, 
not only in Exg/end, but in moft of the neigbouring Countries. If that 
whole Denomination, at leaft, the Potentates or Heads of them, are charged 
with the moil fcelerate Plot that ever was heard of, that is, paying Affaffins 
to murder a fovercign Prince, (for that was {worn in this Plot) fhould not 
the Hiftorian have given the Light of a particular Detail of the Fa&t and 
Circumftance? By which it might appear, whether the Difcovery, of fo foul 
a Confpiracy, carried any Probability or not. There are many Ways of 
plotting, befides hiring Men, to kill Kings, as Men are hired to work for 
Wages, Our Narrator Oates fhews fome Variety, bulky Sums paid, pon- 
derofe Armies raifed, marched, or tranfported for the Service. But Poifon as 
well as Dagger, were filenter Ways, And, of all this, no Word of Notice 
in our Hiftory, as if a Plot, to murder. a fovereign Prince, were a Crifis 
no higher’ than the Plot of a Ratcatcher. Is it not fit Evil, as well as 
Good, fhould ftand expofed in Hiftories of Nations, that it may appear in 
Judgment who is to blame, and for what Caufe, Tros Tyriufve as dif- 
crimine? Surely, Readers expect to be made wifer by Examples; and how 
fhould that be, if the Lemma, or Title only, is put inftead of the Chapter? 
But to hath this Author ferved the Hiftory of this famous Plot, 

XCIX. I fear I may be thought tedious already, by dwelling fo much upon Reafons that 
the Author’s Suppreffion of the Items of the Oatefian Difcovery; but, not moved him, 
knowing any Thing, fet down, to be altogether out of the Way, or ufelefs to }:, is 
a Reader, I fhall venture a little farther, and by the fame critical Means, 
endeavour to find out and demonftrate his Subtilety in this cunning Contriv- 
ance. And this will fall within two Confiderations; the firft is his Regard 
to the Credit and Honour of his Party, which muft always be fet up againft 
the Royal Side, whereof the one is to fet off the other, as is or will be 
noted elfewhere. And, it being his Theme that his Patriots, who ftood by 
the Protuftant Religion and the Laws, were the Drivers of this Plot which 
brought io many Men to their Deaths, in Cafe it fhall appear, bythe Items, 
that the Whole was no better than a Layftall of Lyes; then what an Inunda- 
tion of Scandal and Infamy, will overtake his Party, and, which is worfe, 
the Stiflers and Ridiculers come off with flying Colours? This muft not 
be endured to ftand fo in his Copleat Hiftery. 

C. Therefore he confidered that here were two Bundles of Particulars, .~ro nide the 


Coleman's and Oates’s, the former genuine, the other impofture; and both oo 
about 7” Papers: 
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about the Papifts plotting, though concurrent in nothing. Now, fays he, :I 
will produce the genuine, and fupprefs the other, faying no more of it, but 
that it was all proved and confirmed by the former, that is, by Coleman's 
Papers. And, for this Purpofe, he tells us, that Oates, Sor Confirmatiot: of 
his Tefimony (and what was that?) réferred bimfelf to the Letters and Pa- 
pers which be faid were in Coleman's Cuflody, which is literally a falfe Af 
fertion; but that is no Matter, fo long as, one being fuppreffed, a Compa- 
rifon cannot be made. In Oates’s long Narrative, compofed with Time and 
Deliberation, no Word of Coleman, or his Papers, is to be found, but only 
of his writing News, Then, at the Privy-Council, Face to Face, he knew 
nothing of him ; but, after he was gone out, he bethought himéfelf, or fome- 
body put it into him to fay, that, ifthey would fearch his Papers, they would find 
enough to hang him, And, in the Author’s Account, this is referring all, &c. 

that is all that hideous Hiftory of Treafons, Murders, Gc. as Oates {wore, 
CI, But the Author hath a /a/vo for that, for he (Coleman) had 
Time enough to convey away the two laff Years Papers. And fo the 
tun-away Thief did all the Hurt. The fame Time, as ferved to con- 
vey away the two laft Years Papers, had ferved as well to convey away 
all the reft, which were as prejudicial to his Mafter and himfelf, as 
any could be, But the Anfwer of Mr. Attorney ones fits all Improba- 
bilities, @ judicial Infatuation, And any one would think fo; for, after 
Godfrey had given Notice of an Information wherein both were named, 
what had an intriguing Secretary to do, but, in the firft Place, to fecure his 
Papers? But, however, in this Place, he hangs upon this Anfwer, becaufe 
the Plot, and the Papers feifed and produced, have nothing to do with 
each other. But yet the Author hopes you will forget that, and he will 
find a Time to contradidt it, and fet all up again upon the Credit of the 
Papers found, which are his Sheet-Anchor by which his Plot rides. For 
this Caufe I have hunted him into another Reign; and there lurks a Paf- 
fage to this Purpofe, viz. who (Oates) had perhaps committed fome Miftakes 
in the Circumftances of Time and Place (were we not warned of fuch Pre- 
cautions, and yet to fail?) but the Subftance of his Evidence was undoubt- 
edly true; for the Main of bis Depofition was demonftrated by the Papers 
of Coleman, and by a Concurrence of many Aéts and Deeds. And it is 
much to be feared that the Truth of bis Evidence had given more Offence 
than any Miftakes in it. Now if any Thing, that ever was carted, could 
value itfelf upon a more fignal Impudence than this, I may renounce my 
Senfes. ,It is too fulfom to comment upon. For Failure of Oates, the Au- 
thor himfelf turns Evidence, and, upon the Word of an Hiftorian (I name 
no other Character) fwears the main of Oates’s Depofition, Undoubtedly 
true, fays he; the vaft Sums, the Armies, the Ruffians, the black Bills, 
the Guns, the Daggers, the Poifons, Firings, @c. were all true, as he fays, 
and demonftrated in a Manner as the Thing itfelf {peaks to be utterly falfe, 
But obferve his Copia Circumpances,——= Subftance, ——— Main, 
gee nen aie hn A 
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plemnniare”, —— Concurrence, Ads and Deeds. This Froth of Words 

- the delivers Hiftorically, as his A€t and Deed (a Phrafe borrowed from the 
“Lawyers Clerks.) And thus the grofleft Perjury, that ever was, is tender- 
ly treated, asa Thing of found Subftance, with only a Spot or two in its 
Garniture, But, to conclude this Point, we have ehough to hold down our 
Author upon, his pofitive Affertion here that Coleman confirmed Oates, the 
contrary of which is true, 

CII. One Thing I muft needs obferve here, that the Author is fo far 
gone with an Itch of libelling, that he cannot let his Majefty King William 
alone, although he hath almoft lamed his Invention in contriving to find an 
Heroe’s Place in his Romance for him. After he hath mentioned the Par- 
don and Penfion which his faid Majefty King William granted to Oates 
for his good Services, he adds— which occafioned various Reflections, What 
doth he mean? That King William all along employed and paid him? Thofe 
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Words of Obfervation always pafs in fome defperate Intendment; and we - 


find them in Politic News Papers, when fomewhat is to be underftood, not 
fit to be mentioned. And the Author’s Virulence betrays itfelf by fuppofing 


that, after Oates, according to him, had been verified fo demonftratively, - 


there fhould be any Occafion for fuch various Refeétions. Why may not 
his then Majefty have the like Regard to Oates’s great Merits, by a Pardon 
and Penfion granted, as King Charles II, and his Parliament, had, without 
being fo reflected on? 

CIII, But a guilty Confcience is a fad Thing, an inward Diftemper that, 
however our Author here hath managed /ecundum Artem, will not let him 
reft, He muft be itching and wincing about the Veracity of this cryptic 
Plot. It is an Infelicity that commonly attends wicked People, who, 
having committed fome very nefarious Act, cannot help difcovering a Sort 
of Guilt guando fe nimis purgitant. So here, the Author, to fmooth over 
his odious Concealment of the Matter and Form of this Plot, hath Recourfe 
to one like himfelf, whom he takes for a Doétor, to cure his Difeafe, and 
eafe his Pangs. He cites Wellwood, and, in the Paffage which he produces, 
flily admits Oates and his Colleagues were not fo good as they thould be, 
and yet muft have entire Credit. --—- For what Superftrudtures might have 
been afterwards built upon an unqueftionable Foundation, and how jar fome 
of the Witneffes of that Plot might come to darken Truth, by fubfequent Ad- 
ditions of their own, If this aims at any Thing, it is that we fhould 
take Coleman's Plot for Foundation, and Oates’s Plot for Superftrutures 
and Additions of their own, that is (here confeffedly) all Lyes, whjch brought 
fo many Men, Commoners, and one Peer, to undeferved Death. Bet, what- 
ever this obfcure Text was intended to infinuate, it is prodigious that a Par- 
cel of monftrous incredible Lyes, exalted by folemn Perjury, fhall be thus 
tenderly treated in the foft and obligeant Style’ of Super/frudfures and fub- 
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wood, 


JSequent Additions; were not all thofe Lyes? Was Oates’s Narrative a Foun- 


dation or a Superftructure, or was he one of the Superftructors, or not? 
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Why alt this Darknefs? Could le not have faid, in fhort, Perjury? It isa 
Privilege we all claim to {peak and write freely on the Tranfactions of fory 
mer Times, as they fhall be judged to deferve, without Reftraint or Dant 
ger, as the future will probably treat ours; and, if Wellzzocd was afraid of 
offending, what made him write at all? He might have ftaid till he thought 
it fafe to be honeft, and not choofe to be falfe for Popularity : But alack! he 
is an Ignorant; for all thefe Newalties muft be deferred till the great 
Account, to be made before an higher Tribunal, and, till then, a great Part 
of the Popifh Plot, as it was fworn to, will, in all human Probability, lie 
among the darkeft Scenes of the Englith Hiffory; and fo he, the Author here, 
and the reft of the Libellers, of that Time, defire it fhould; for they can gain 
nothing but Infamy by the Difcovery. It had been a Kindnefs to have af- 
forded us thefe fingle and plain Diftinétions, viz. which were Foundations, 
and which were Antecedents; which Superftru€tures, and which Confe- 
quents: This had ftaid our Stomachs a little till this fame great Audit. It 
is a reafonable Curiofity to know where to hope, and when, and of what 
Truth to defpair. We would not have them fcratch their Heads, and 
rack their Brains with nice Conje€tures, but only to have faid, with a good 
Confcience, which Faéts, in their Opinion, were true as they were fworn, 
and which falfe or fufpicious: Then we might have gueffed at the Since- 
rity of dying Men, whether they fwung out of this World into the next, 
with an End of Truth, or Lye in their Mouths, and fome other notable 
Fats; without having all, both true (if any fuch be) and falfe, lie thus un- 
diftinguifhably blended together, till the Day of general Doom. But this. 
hiftorical Darknefs is defigned a clear Reflection of the vileft Character upon 
the Royal Brothers. 

CIV. But I have a ftrong Fancy here wants a Diftiiaion, which, right- 
ly taken, may be of great Service in this dark Account. And it is between 
the Fa@s {worn, and the Management of the Swearers, As for the for- 
mer, although Wel/wood has adjourned them over to be tried at Doom{day, 
I think we may come to an Iflue fooner, and ftraight declare them execra- 
bly falfe; fo much that it is very hard to pick, out of Oates’s Narrative, one 
Fa@ or Circumftance true: And, for the Scheme of the Papal Royalty and 
Commiffions, on.which the whole depends, it is below Idiots to credit it. 
And, as for the fucceeding Train of Witneffes, I prefume none are fo un- 
civil to outdo their great Leader in Stretches of Veracity ; but I meddle not 
with them here, but conclude Wel/wood’s Artifice to be fruftrated; for he 
fhall not &¢ gratified in having this Filth lie undifcovered fo long. 

CV. But, as to the other Part of our Diftinétion, that is (in larger Ex- 
preflion) the original Contrivance, by whom, and for what particular De- 
fign, and the Management (if, with our Author, we may ufe that Word, 
as, after the Tables turned, he elfewhere doth, for fuborning) of the Wit- 
neffes, I am of Wellwsod’s Opinion, that it is, and will be, a dark Scene in 
the Englifh Hiftory of the Popith Plot. But fomewhat towards clearing 
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™ Jt may be remembered againft a more propitious Difcovery, if any hall ever 
. happen to be made ; and, if we cannot plumb the Bottom, we will fith as 
deep as we can. That Dr. Tong was Oates’s Pilot, is certain; but who im- 
ployed, or what induced, Tong, lies in the Dark, One Mr. Smith, a Bar- 
rifter at Law, famed for ftanding Practice in Caufes of Forgery, &c, was 
Oates’s learned Counfel in the Plot: And the Man had great Honour paid 
him on Account of that Preferment, as alio for his Skill and Learning in 
the Law, thewed by the Succefs his Clients had in his Caufes, It being, at 
that Time, publicly declared and owned that he advifed Oates, in his Dif- 
covery, and was ftyled Oates’s Counjel; and accordingly he attended his 
Client with remarkable Diligence, and, at the Trials, ftood in his Bar- 
Gown, guarded with black Velvet, confpicuoufly at his Elbow, to obferve 
the whole Evidence, that he might be better able to give Chamber Counfel 
againft the next. He underftood the Statute of Treafons, and knew, to an 
Hair, what would come up to an overt Fact, and what not. And, as for 
Dr. Jong, he knew exaétly that this Plot was unfit for the Privy Council, 
but very proper for the Parliament: And he could charm the Guns, Piftols, 
and Daggers, and lame Horfes of the Ruffians, give Colds and the Sciatica, 
and every Thing to fecure the King’s Life, till the Parliament met to take 
the Truft out of his Hands. * And it appeared alfo, that all the literal 
Ruffians of the Party, as Weft, Goodenough, Aaron Smith, Rumbold, Ge. 
were the Cronies of Oates, and often in his Company: And thefe Fellows 
caft a reflex Light upon the Bufinefs, that fhewed the under-ground Ope- 
rators were no flight ones, So far we gather little Glimmerings out of this 
dark Mift of Lyes, which is fome Help to conje€ture a little farther. 
CVI. But I confefs, that who was the Satanical Suborner of Dr. Tong, Of the Con- 
who furnifhed the Charges, and by whofe Means, and in what Shops, the ee ee 
Bufinefs was dreffed up, with what Tools, and under what Prefetts and Evidence fron 
Matters of the Work, if the Confideration of Things themfelves, and the Things. 
Nature of them, will not affift us in the Refearch of thefe Truths, there. 
isno Remedy; nor will it be ftrange if the Secret, as Wellwood forbodes, 
never comes out, at leaft not directly: For now the Mortality of moft 
Perfons, likely to know, has almoft clofed the Enquiry. And that is no 
ftrange Thing, for how many Robberies, Burglaries, Murders, Forgeries, 
and Perjuries are there in the World, which never are brought under Ex- 
amination, at leaft, whatever happens to the poor Rogues, yet the Setters, 
and Contrivers, of as great Offences, often efcape; and the poor offended 
Sufferers thereby may conjeét nearly at the Authors and their Means, and 
yet not have Evidence to fatisfy Juftice. So here we may argife thus: If 
we have found that the fame Sort of Perfons, and, for the moft Part, the 
fame individually, have been the vifible Agitators of all ‘the Seditions and 
Troubles of King Charles the Second’s Reign ; factious Boutefews, Bawlers 


* Smiths Incxigues of the Plot. 
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for Property, and againft Popery, Abettors of Oates and his Complices, ~ 
Magnifiers of the Plot, Makers and Difperfers of feditious Libels, Venters - 
of Treafon all Manner of Ways, Marchers out equipped for Service at 
Oxford, and, what is more than all, concerned in the Rye Confpiracy (of 
which in due Time) it may be concluded that. all thefe Doings were not 
cafual or independent, but had fome Center of Unity, to which all, and 
efpecially Oates’s Plot, had Regard; and then there wants only the Cui 
Bono, A fingle Point, expofed to every one’s Thoughts, to determine; and, 
fo far as that may be done, the whole Work is done. Therefore we will 
not fit down charmed with the Concealments of thefe Authors, who af- 
fectedly build up Blindations before one of the fouleft Knots of Tniquity 
that ever defiled the Sun’s Light. And, however they are good at keeping 
of Secrets, we are not of their Cabal; and, with the Peace of them both, 
and all the reft of the faGtious Crew, we thall not throw up the Game in 
utter Defpair, but ufe the little Light we may have, if no other Way, by 
meer ConjeCture, to the utmoft Stretch of Probability, as Occafion profers, 
to make this Difcovery, and fhew that this Tinfel Period of Wellwood is, 
in great Meafure, vain as well as elufive. 

The fecond CVU. Ihave now done with the firft, being the Papers of Coleman, and 

pia) Mey come now to the fecond Incident, which, I faid, re-edified this Pl®t; and 

pipe * that is the Murder of Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey. Concerning which, we 

Murder. are to remember that, till Coleman’s Papers came out, the Plot was fink- 
ing ; and that revived it fo long, as the Vogue held that the Matters of it 
were vouched by thofe Papers: But, after a little Time, and calmer Confit: 
deration, it was found, and People difcourfed, how odious they were, but 
that they did not come up to Oates in any one Point,’ although they had- 
been made believe that they vouched him in all Points, Upon this the 
Plot began to reel and ftagger again in its Credit, and fo more and more 
till this Murder came ont, which reinftated it higher than ever;. For the 
Fact being vulgarly charged upon the Papifts, as a Party ‘Procefs defigned to: 
intimidate all Magiftrates from daring to meddle farther in advancing the- 
Difcovery of the Plot; and, that Notion prefling the Minds of the common 
People, who were prepared to believe any Evil of that Party, it is not dife 
ficult to imagine what Stirs and Commotions it muft needs make. But, fince 
the whole Conjun@ture moved by Steps very uncomnmion, I fhall give a di- 
ftin& Account of the chief Paffages, and do it by Way of Obfervation, ra- 
ther than formal Hiftory, becaufe they afford much Speculation of human 
Nature in its vileft Employments ; {peaking with our Author, as Igoalong: 
Which, Method may not admit fo good Order as the other, yet both equally 
oblige us to expofe the Faét, and all its real Circumftances, 

The Murder = CVIIL. The Author opens the Scene thus: The moft unhappy D?menftra- 

al tee tion, of the Truth of this Confpiracy, was given by the Death of Sir Eed- 
mund-Bury Godfrey. This, after his Way of arguing, may be called Plot- 
Logic, Let the Sentence pafs, with his Mob, for very found Reafoning ; 


but 
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but, when a learned Clerk calls it ¢ Demonftration, it is Time to look about 
-uss I wonder which of Ariffotle’s Rules this doth fall under! It is very 
ftrange that any Subject fhould be capable of Demonftration, of which the 
very Nature and Effence is made a Secret! What was this Con/piracy? We 
muft anfwer (from abroad, and not from him) the Bundle of Facts {worn 
to by Oates. Be itfo. Then the Argument will ftand thus; Oates fwore 
- numerous Faéts of High Treafon (improbable, if not impoffible, to be true) 
againft certain Papifts: Then the Papifts, out of a common Policy, killed 

Godfrey; (fure, none will prefume to doubt of that.) Ergo, what Oates 

{wore was truce, 2, E. D, We had juft fuch another Demonftration before, 

touching Co/eman’s Papers; but that was the firmer of the two, fer the 

Papers were undoubtedly Coleman’s, but it is not fo certain that the Papifts 

killed Godfrey. It is true, three Men, two Papifts, and one Proteftant, 

were tried and attainted for the Murder, but it was believed they were much 

wronged by the Witnefles; of whom one (Bedloe) had so0o/. for his 

Swearing. And all the three Men, and particularly one, who was a re- 

converted Proteftant, (and fo died) at their Execution, with their. laft 
Breath, denied all the Faé&t fworn criminally againft them. But I do not 

ftay to particularife here, intending to enlarge on thefe Matters afterwards ; 

whereby it will appear that the Plot, and not the plotting Papifts, mur- 
. dered him i. 
CIX. 1, Some made a Doubt whether he killed himfelf, or was killed by The Archi- 

Robbers, or whether the Murder was wilful or not, But the Evidence of ‘* pie 
the Thing itfelf, as I Ahall thew afterwards, makes it appear that for cer- ofthe Murder. 
tain, he was wilfully and moft barbaroufly murdered; and that it‘was nei- 
ther himfelf, Thieves, nor Papifts, that did the Fact: But it was done by 
the Procurement of thofe very execrable Villains, behind the Curtain, who 
firft gave Life and Birth to the Plot, and infpired the wicked Teftimony 
of it. And they ordered the Matter fo, that. it did what was defigned to 
be done by it, in an ample Reftauration of the then declining Plot. This 
isa Pofition, the Clearing of which will lead us through a ‘World of Cir- 
cumftances that we muft walk over in the following Notes. 

CX. 2. The Difcovery of Coleman’s Letters demonftrated that the People Some grese 
were fufceptible of very violent Emotions, and fuch as favoured’ Oates; for reed 
although the Papers, as tohim, were nothing to the Purpofe, yet the People, fary. 
at firft, took them for Oracles, and they went for a Text to vouch all he 
faid; and fo, with a blind Impetuofity, they bore down all Reafoning to 
the contrary: But when, as I faid, the Virtue of this Demonfyation ex- 
haled, the Plot laboured afrefh under thofe mortal Inconfiftenciesand ap- 
parent. Contradiétions to common Senfe, and began to languify, and muft 
have gone out, like a Snuff, if this Murder had not happened. So that it 
was plain to the Engineers, that, in this declining State, there was an ab- 
folute Neceflity of fomewhat to be fwingingly done, fuperior to the Bist 
. ; o! 
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of their Oates, or any Rogues elfe, that could come forth to fwear; for 
Talk is but a forry Support of a mighty political Stru@ure. - 
CXI, 3. The Confequences (if the Defign of this pretended Difcovery 
of Oates had failed) refpecting that Intereft that put forward the Plot, and 
to the Faétion that, nearer, or farther off, abetted it, were very tremen- 
dous; for the People had gone over to the oppofite Extreme, and turned 
their Shot upon thofe who might be fuppofed to have contrived, and, from 
behind the Scene, puthed forward this diabolical Plot-Engine upon the 
public Stage, to do fome very great Mifchief; which Inconvenience the 
Faction might not have Power to avert. And, for Credit alfo, it muft 
have fallen hard upon fome Set of Men, or particular Perfon, who might 
have been thought to have managed fuch a forlorn Wretch, as Oates, to 
fwear fuch Parcels of fenfelefs Inventions as he did. But, befides failing 
of the Defigns, and Lofs of Credit with the People (a main Point with 
Faction) it might have fo fallen out, that Oates, or fome of his Coadju- 
tants, being touched (not in Conf{cience, but) with the Difappointment of 
their Work, and fenfible of a better Trade on the other Side, might have 
made a fhort Turn, and, like Elephants, have over-run their own Party, 
laying open all the black Counfel, and vouched their Difcovery (preter 
verba) by fuch real Tokens, as they had in their Power to trump up, as 
to have put the Truth paft all Queftion, This was a Fear that might fall 
upon Men of ftout Hearts and determined. Should not then thefe Interef- 
fado’s refolve upon fome defperate Fact, cofta che cofta, to fuftain the Cre- 
dit of Oates, which was notorioufly finking? And, if any one thewed to 
the reft a Means that would effetually do it, is it to be believed they 
would not put it in Execution, and, for Secrefy, depend upon their own 
Management? 

CXII. 4. Now, to refle& if old Nick Machiavel himfelf, with all his 
Borgians about him, were charged to invent a Charm for the People, to 
conjure them into a Meafure of Infanity anfwerable to the Occafion; would 
not he have faid, have you never a Magiftrate that is popular, and fome 
Way concerned about this Difcovery? If you have, take and kill him, and 
expofe the Body in a Manner as may be moft apt to ftir Paffion in the 
People; for, if you can fill them with Anger and Terror, all at once, any 
Work, you would have, is done, For the Manner, you know your People; 
think among yourfelves, and let proper Directions be given out. And; when 
you have thus raifed a Ferment, according as you have Occafion, or may 
be readieft believed, there charge the Murder; but have a Care that the 
very Directors are not declared, but the Agents only; for fo you hold it in 
your Power to charge the Murder over again, as there may be fit Oppor- 
tunity, for the Service of your Defign, And, upon this Foundation, any 
Thing will believed ; your Witneffes may fwear Nonfenie or Contradictions, 
it will go down glib, nothing will ftick on their Side when you have fo 
ftrong a Party to back and cry them up; and all the Popularity will fall 

in 
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“in with tham. I proteft, I cannot think I am writing a Romance. Whether 

“old Nick Machiavel would have given this Counfel, or not, I cannot tell; 
but Tam fare he could not have given any apter for the Purpofe, or that 
could have worked more fuccefsfully than this Cafe of Godfrey, as it was 
managed, did; therefore whoever thinks it was Accident, and not Defign, 
may enjoy his Opinion for me. 

CXIIL. 5. Lintend next to unfold, to the meaneft Capacity, this amafing 
Cataftrophe of Godfrey's Murder, to thew how appofitely it fell out ac- 
cording to this political Prefcription. I fhall not deal in Opinions, but 
Things, and make no Conclufions, but what flow irrefittibly from them, 
Men often fulfify and forfwear, but the Nature of Things and Interefts will 
not lye nor {wear againft the Grain. I expeét no Regard on any other Ac- 
count. Now Qafes was either a perjured Fourb, and his Difcovery a Bead- 
Roll of Falfities, or, elfe, all Truth, and he a righteous WitnefS. This is 
referred to be decided, upon what has been obferved, ad captum leétoris, 
If they fay Part of his Difcovery may be true, and Part falfe, then it ought 
to be diftinguifhed which is the one, and which the other ; for, if any wil- 
ful Falfity is admitted, all the reft, depending upon his Word, is, of Courfe, 
to be accounted falfe. Then, taking the falfe Party of the Diftin@ion, I 
am bold to fay, firft let me know who were the Contrivers of this horrid 
Plot, and fent it forth to take the Air in public, buoyed up and backed to 
corrupt, as it did, a fettled State, and turn it into Turmoil and Diforder ; 
I fhall, without any Hefitation, declare who it was that did, or procured 
to be done, that execrable Murder. This brings over us a Neceffity of 
comparing all the Items of the Fa@, as it was made public, with the Rea- 
fons here intimated; and thofé will be many. 

CXIV. 1, As to the Perfon of Godfrey, he was the eafieft Man to be trapped 
of any Man living, and no other could have been found out, of the whole Lift 
of the Juftices, like him forthat. His daily Cuftom was to go about alone, 
creeping at all Hours, in Lanes and Alleys, as his Fancy, or Occafions led 
him; and, befides that, he was a Man, fo remarkable, in Perfon and Garb, 
that, defcribed at Wapping, he could not be miftaken at Wefminfier. He 
was black, hard favoured, tall, ftooping, wore a broad Hat, and fome- 
times a Gold Hatband, and went commonly wiping his Mouth, and looking 
on the Ground: And, if there were a Defign to make any Man the unhappy 
Subject of fuch a Villainy, none fo readily marked out; nor fo eafily to be 
taken, as he was. 

CXV. 2. He was the Perfon pitched upon by the Cabal of thé Plot, for 
Oates to go before, with his Depofition, to be {worn, Firft, what need it 
have been fworn at all, when he, that is Oates, was-fumimoned to the 
Council to be examined ; and in fuch Hafte too, as fearing it would be too 
late? Then why before him rather than any other Juftice? There were 
enough that were as active, and more faétious than he. Godfrey was known 
to have a Friendfhip and Converfation with Mr. Coleman ; and fome, for 
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that, fufpected him inclining to Popery; and he behaved himfelfaccording-~ 
ly, for Coleman had the firft Account from him, It was not eafily that she: 
Juftice prevailed to read the Depofition; for they would not have trufted 
him, but chofe to fecrete the whole Matter from him. If this Murder was 
in the original Projet, then there was great Reafon to felect him, elfe none 
at all. If they had defired great Authority, there was the Lord Mayor, or 
Lord Chief Juftice. Ido not think any Thing was done, in all this Pro- 
ceeding, by Accident. There was fome Reafon to choofe an inferior Magi- 
ftrate, and, out of that Order, this Man. 

CXVI, 3. Itis poffible he might know too much. He affected to fearch 
the Bottom of all Parties, and, it is likely, was very much trufted by di- 
verfe of them. As for the Papifts, he dealt by Coleman, and was in with 
the Republicans. Who can tell what he might know of Tong, Oates, and 
fomebody (I wifh I might fay who) elfe? And who knows what he might 
have difcovered rather than his Friend Coleman thould fuffer by Means of 
any Thing as paft through him? It is certain the Care was to take him out 
of the Way, before Co/eman’s Trial came on; and every one knew he did 
not love the Earl of Danby, who apparently abetted the Plot. It was pof- 
fible he might have done fome Service, even to the Priefts who were tried 
for Treafon, but he could not poffibly do any Thing againft, to hurt them. 
Thefe, together with other Matters more terminated, may affift a reafon- 
sable Conjecture, and fo far demonftrate that it is poffible other People, be- 
fides the Papifts, might think it their Intereft to cut him off: And whether 
the latter could poffibly think fo or not, will be confidered. 

CXVII. 4. Mr. Robinfon the Prothonotary, and one Mr. Mulis, teftified 
Words which the Hiforian inferts at large, fuppofing them ‘notable in 
charging the Papifts. They were {poke by Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, in 
Converfation with them, after his having taken the Depofition, to this Effec:; 
——T shall have no Thanks for my Pains, and, I believe, I fhall be the 
Jirft Martyr.’ Thefe were fuppofed to allude to Fear of Evil from the 
Papifts; for Martyr and Popery, in vulgar Acceptation, are fo related, no- 
thing can feparate them. But there was no Reafon to fay he expected no 
Thanks from the Papifts, for why fhould they thank him? And it is con- 
trary to the factious Hypothefis that made the Papifts be enraged at him: 
And that being enraged is as weak; for he did but an official A@, which 
any one might, or rather, being applied to, muft have done; and did that 
not zealoufly, but fhewed Friendfhip, rather than the contrary, to the Roman 
CatholiceIntereft. But Thanks for bis Pains muft relate to the Plotters, 
whofe Bufinefs was done; and the rather in this ironical Way, becaufe 
Danby, a known Fautor of the Plot, had threatened him for communi- 
cating the Information to the Duke by his Secretary: And then he might 
fay well that, inftead of Thanks, he expected ill Ufage from fo great a 
Man as could hurt; little thinking of Fire and Faggot, much lefs an Af- 
fafiination by the Papifts. But he was a melancholy Sort of Man, and 

might, 
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Anight, out of Humour, talk darkly of Evils to himéelf, without much of 
. Rgferve or Heed to Things: For how cana Man, that only gives an Oath, 
if there were no more, apprehend Martyrdom for fo doing? 

CXVII, 5. The Court was poffeffed of this pretended Difcovery long be- 
fore itappeared that Godfrey heard of the Bufinefs; and, when the Court was 
difpofed to have it before the Council, then, fays Kirkby, we made Hatte 
to get the Depofition fworn firtt ; defigning, as I fuppofe, to obviate the ill 
Succefs Mocedo had, by having the Matters fixed with previous Delibera- 
tion and Writing, as if they would anticipate a meer Scrutiny ; but it 
would not do, as was fhewed. But now, confidering how Godfrey was cir- 
cumftanced in Relation to this Affair, it is eafier to conceive he was looked 
upon by the Plotters as their Enemy, than that the Papifts fhould choofe 
him, who had done friendly Offices to the Head of their Intereft (in giving 
Warning of this very Thing done before him) to make a Martyr of; com- 
mon Senfe will not entertain a different Conftru@ion. Who then fhould 
kill Godfrey; the Friends to the Duke, or the Plot? 

CXIX. 6, Now, as for Matters of Fact, Jet us obferve the Manner of this 
Proceeding, as we had it in every one’s Notice at the Time. The Knight 
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todo. And then had we, that very Afternoon, all the Tokens of a Party 
Intrigue ; for fuch always ufed to run as wild Fire in a Train, and are 
{pread all over the Town, as it were, at once: And fo went the Report, 
that Godfrey was miffing. It was in every one’s Mouth, Where is Godfrey? 
He bas not been feen at bis Houfe all this Day, they fay be is murdered by 
the Papifit. So the Alarm took, and all People ran about, ftrangely bufy, 
enquiring what was become of Godfrey. In this Manner the Party Scouts 
and Emiffaries did their Work. What a Matter was it, that a Juftice of 
Peace did not dine at home, to raife fuch an Hubbub as this? A Thing that 
mutt, fometimes, happen to every one, as Bufinefs or Friendthip may en- 
gage them abroad, Therefore fuch an. uncommon, or rather factious, 
Flight of a Report fhewed a Confederacy; and then to have fuch a Sting 
in the Tail, as murdered by the Papifts! Thofe, who firft launched fuch a 
Rumour, had Reafon for what they fent forth As for the Progrefs of it, 
we knew it depended on the idle Coffee-Houfe Company, with whom cer- 
tain Hints and Nods, of a few choife Perfons, went for Infpiration, 

CXX. 7. This firft A@ being on Saturday, Night, the Report, of this 
Abfence, and Sufpicion of a Popifh Murder, went by the Poftall over Eng- 
land at one and the fame Time. The next Day was Sunday, when the 
People had Liberty to roam about, the Mob was afloat, and all Perfons, 
Men, Women, and Children, tinéted with the Effeéts of this Report, then 
confirmed by the Knight’s Abfence all Night: For no more of the Matter 
was yet communicated abroad; but fo much contributed mightily to prepare 
the People for what was to follow. 

Cc CXXT. 8. Then 
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Various Re- CXXI, 8. Then came Monday and Ti uefday, which were {pent in various‘ 


Bee ae Conjectures and Reports, fent about Town one after another, as Plumb- 
the Duke of Lines, to found the Humour and Difpofition of the People ; as what would 
Nopfilks LE be accepted, and go down beft with them: And, by that Means, the dark 
ae Confult might, from mature Experiment, be affured where the Charge 
would beft fall. One while it was a general Report that the Knight was 
feen laft at the Cockpit, the Earl of Danbdy’s (which, by the way, made 
him thake in his Harnefs) then at the Duke of Norfolk's, at Arundel Houje, 
and fo alfo at St. fames’s, the Duke of York’s Refidence; nor was the 
Royal Palace at Whitehall left out. On Tuefday a clear Difcovery fprang, 
that he was married and in Bed with a Lady of Fortune. Some faid he 
was got into an Alehoufe, and found in Bed with a Whore. Several of 
the Papifts were caught with this Banter; for they feared that this Cloud 
would break, as it did, upon them. The Duke of Norfolk went, with 
great Joy, to tell the News at Whiteball, that Godfrey was found, and 
2 *fcaped a Scouring for his Pains; for it was faid, that, if Oates had not 
been once his Lordfhip’s Chaplain, which was his Protection, he had cer- 
tainly been put in the Plot. But thefe Reports, fo foon contradicted, or 

let vanith, ferved to amufe the Country by Tue/fday’s Pott. 
The Body CXXII. 9. The grand Pageantry follows. On Wedue/day the Body was 
fn ores, faid to be found, in a lamentable Pofture, at a Place, beyond Marybone, 
lar Rice PO called Primrofe-Hill, about three Miles from London, either in, or near, a 
Ditch there. “And Multitudes of People went to fee the Manner; and, on 
Thurfday, it was brought to Town with a prodigious Attendance of 
Rabble, and laid in the Street expofed to the View of all Comers; and 
all, that faw it, went away inflamed, Jt isnot eafy to imagine what a Con- 
fternation, as well as Fury, this Spe€tacle caufed in the Minds of the com- 
mon People. It was well, at that Time, there was a fettled Government, 
and Guards in good Order, not without juft Precaution and Refolution to 
fecure the Public: Elfe, ifthe Leaders of this Rout, by their Emiffaries in- 
ter{perfed, had inftilled into them any Manner of Mitchie and hounded 
them on, in all Probability, they had gone, with all the Rage of Madmen, 

upon it, whatever Maffacre or DeftruGtion had followed. 
The Arts to CXXHI. 10. The Author fays, The Body was left expofed in a Manner as 
Fate he the World might imagine he killed bimfelf. So he; as his Mafters 
tlen Evidence, alfo ventilated about, to thew how thefe fly Papifts had contrived a Co- 
ugintthecb- yerflut, that, being taken to have killed himfelf, they fhould be free, But 
Hous Sem- this is diradtly in the Teeth of the Pretence that the Papifts killed him ; for 
the only Reafon, that could be invented why they fhould do it, was for 
Terror of others, that none might dare to act in Difcovery of the Plot. If 
fo, then they had done it in a menacing Way, in the open Streets, to be 
found immediately with the Marks of Violence, and not hide him three or 
. four Days, and {neakingly lay a Trap for Felo de fe, dire&tly oppofite to 
Terror. But here lies a wonderful Maftery of Skill; and, ifever the Finger 
oft 
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"of Old Nick was manifeft in a Stratagem, it was fo here. J admire the 
. Ast, and do not wonder that, being fo well contrived, it fhould fucceed as 
it did. The Intent of the Plotters was, that the Papifts, or whoever was 
to be charged with the Murder, fhould be cheated into a vain Defence, 
which, being plainly confuted, they muft fuccumb in an utter defencelefs 
State. For, when this Shew of Suicide had, in their Minds, filled the Place 
of a Defence, there was a Sort of Acquiefcence in it, and the Parties 
would be lefs induftrious to bufk about for any other, as might poffibly 
blunder on fome Difcovery of the Cheat, Now, together with thefe Signs 
of Suicide, Care was taken that the Evidence of the contrary fhould be de- 
monftrable ; for his Shoes were fo exquifitely clean, that it was impoftible 
he could by any Means convey himfelf there, in that dirty Tirne and Place, 
And his own Sword (for that was it) was run through him, and, being 
drawn out from his Body, thofe, that had Skill, could difcern it was nat 
put into him while he was alive ; and there were manifeft Marks of being 
ftrangled about his Neck, to fhew it was not his own Sword, but other 
external Violence, that killed him. And Care was alfo taken that it might 
not be pretended Thieves killed him ; for, upon Search of his Pockets, there 
was found his ordinary Modicum of Guineas, and his Sword Hilt was of 
Silver, as rich as any, which no Thieves would have left about him. 
CXXIV. 11. There is an Oration, at the End of Quintilian’s Works, 
that proves Circumftances may be too appofite to be. true; and the very 
clinching in of all Points (as before, about “/akeman’s Handwriting) is rather 
a Teftimony of Invention than Reality. So here it is almoft impoffible 
that all thefe Circumftances, of a murdered Corps, arguing pro and con, one 
Way and other, fhould be collected without fome Contrivance for Purpofes 
that do not obvioufly appear ; and nothing but Trap can refolve them. For, 
if there be an obvioas falfe Defence, which is provided by the Symptoms of 
felf Murder, and an abftrufe true one; it is moft likely the former (which 
the Artifts have provided to be cleverly confuted) will be taken, and then 
the true one is fafe. This had its Effe@; for the Papifts faftened greedily 
on the falfe Defence, and, thinking clearly to difculpate themfelves, gave it 
out boldly that Godfrey killed himfelf ; and a Pamphlet was printed to that 
Effe@, for which one Tomp/sn, a Printer, and one Farewell, were tried 
for Mifdemeanor and punithed. ‘That was done for Example to others, and, 
to confirm the Plot, as it was called. And, in the Trial, which is alfo in 
Print, one may obferve with what fatisfactory Glee, and Fulnefs of Evi- 
dence, it was triumphantly demonftrated that the Knight did ngg kill him- 
felf, And then, O then it was plain he was killed by the Papifts, %nd thefe 
Men were Stiflers of the Plot, which was now made as_clear as the Sun, 
Such Logic and Language was current then, and the Author accordingly 
ferves himfelf of it now. 
CXXV. 12. The Sequel of this tragical Speétacle, which put the Peo- 
-ple into a great Ferment and Diforder (not at all moderated by the Preten- 
Cc2 ders 


203 


The Ffteét of 
thofe Arts, 


The Bottom of 
the Plot aimed 
at the King, 
the Duke, or 
both. 


204 


‘The tremen- 
dous Funeral 
of Godfrey, and 
portentous 
Spe€tacl: in 
the Pulpit. 


EXAMEN. Parr I, 


ders to Moderation, but exaggerated with all their Art and Coffee-Houfe 
Rhetoric) was a furious Expectation that now the Bottom of the Plot would 
foon come up. The common Place was that this daring Faét (an odd Sort 
of Daring, to killa Man ina Corner, and hide him three Miles off in a 
Ditch) was to hinder a farther Search into the Bottom of the Plot. After 
this, every new Witnefs, that came in, made us ftart; now we fhall come’ 
to the Bottom: And fo it continued from one Witnefs to another, Year after 
Year, till at laft it had no Bottom, but in the Bottomlefs Pit, This Bot- 
tomlefs Expectation went far and near; the Factories abroad had it in the 
fame Manner, and to as little Purpofe, as we at home here. And I muft 
note that this Word Bottom, which lafted in Vogue a huge While, carried 
a devillith Intention with it; and the Refult had made its Appearance, if 
Time had been ripe, and the Faction had dared to have put their Defign 
in Execution; which was to charge the Murder upon the Queen, Duke of 
York, or the King himfelf, as Opportunity ferved. And why not at the 
Oxford Parliament, by Means of Fitzhbarris ? Of which whole Affair, fully 
in it’s Place. For, although the three Men were convict of the Faét and 
hanged, the Matter in Queftion, who employed them, was ftill in Referve, 
Res integra: And there is the Art. I touched what Profers were made at 
the King. If the Accufation, againft the Queen, had gone on, fhe had had 
it. And it is more than probable, if the Oxford Libels may be any Guide, 
at that Congrefs, Matters againft the Crown going fairly on, the Duke of 
York, and perhaps both Brothers, had enjoyed it. I make no Doubt, but, 
if the Faction durft have imputed it by Way of Slander, it had gone fo; 
but they were afraid of having the Matter brought to a public Examina- 
tion, which had fupplanted all its Virtue. The Loyal Party would not 
have endured it, and the Nation was not corrupted enough to encourage 
fuch high Play. But yet, in Whifpers, blind Hints, and pointing Infinua- 
tions, that ftrange Things would rife, if they could once come at the Bot- 
tom of the Plot, they did not a little towards it: And, in real Expectation 
that the King, or the Duke, or both, would be charged with procuring that 
Murder, Multitudes of faétious People inceflantly figed about, hearkening 
after this fame Bottom of the Plot. 

CXXVI. 13. The next, and laft, AG, of this Tragedy, was the Fune- 
ral of this poor Gentleman; and, if it had been poffible the Rout could 
have been more formidable than at the Expofition of him, it muft have now 
appeared: For, as about other Party Concerns, fo here, the Time and Place 
of the Affemblation was generally notified, as alfo what learned Divine was 
to preaci the Funeral Sermon. The Crowd was prodigious, both at the 
Proceffion, and in and about the Church, and fo heated that any Thing, 
called Papift, were it Cat or Dog, had, probably, gone to Pieces in a Mo- 
ment. The Catholics all kept clofe in their Houfes and Lodgings, thinking 
it a good Compofition to be fafe there; fo far were they from acting vio- 
lently at that Time, But there was, all this while, upheld among the 

common 
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‘common People, an artificial Fright, fo as almoft every one fancied a Popith 

Knife joft at his Throat: And, at the Sermon, befides the Preacher, two 
other thumping Divines ftood upright in the Pulpit, one on each Side of 
him, to guard him from being killed, while he was Preaching, by the Pa- 
pifts, I did not fee this Spectre, but was credibly told by fome that af- 
firmed they did fee it; and, although I have often mentioned it, as now I 
do, .with Precaution, yet I never met with any that ever contradi@ted it. 
A moft portentous Spectacle fure! Three Parfons in one Pulpit! Enough 
of itfelf, on a lefs Occafion, to excite Terror in the Audience, The 
like, I guefs, was never feen before, and, probably, will never be feen 
again; and it had not been fo now, as is moft evident, but for fome Stra- 
tagem derived upon the Impetuofity of the Mob. And, however clear of 
the black Purpofes of the Plotters, we cannot acquit their Reverences of 
fome lower Defigns, relating to the Royal Family, and the Succeffion, 
which fhould not have been found covered with their venerable Habits, 
who could thus pretend to do Evil, that Good, in their Senfe, might come 
of it. . 

CXXVII. Here I end thefe particular Obfervations about the Matter, The State of 
which I have made to fhew that fomewhat elfe, than what was pretended 27% i b's 
and {worn, was the. Caufe efficient of this devillifh Murder; which I 
fhall (and I think I need) not to take Pains to apply farther, but pro- 
ceed now with our Spanifh pretended Doétor, and his Pefadumbres, He 
was now in his trine Exaltation, his Plot in full Force, Efficacy, and Vir- 
tue; he walked about with his Guards (affigned). for fear of the Papifts 
murdering him, He had Lodgings in Whiteball, and 1200 /. per Annum 
Penfion: And no Wonder, after he had the Impudence to fay to the 
Houfe of Lords, in plain Terms, that, if they would not help him to more 
Money, he mutt be forced to help himfelf*. He put on an I pifcopal Garb 
(except the Lawn Sleeves) Silk Gown and Caffock, great Hat, Sattin Hat- 
band and Rofe, long Scarf, and was called, or, moft blafphemoufly called 
himfelf, the Saviour of the Nation, Whoever he pointed at, was taken 
up and committed; fo that many People got out of his Way, as from a 
Blaft, and glad they could prove their two laft Years Converfation. The 
very Breath of him was peftilential, and, if it brought not Imprifonment, 
or Death, over fuch on whom it fell, it furely poifoned Reputation, and 
left. good Proteftants arrant Papifts, and fomething worfe than that, in Dan- 
ger of being put in the Plot as Traitors. 

CXXVII. Upon his Examination before the Commons, the kord Chief ‘The extreme 
Juftice Scroggs was fent for to the Houfe, and there figned War?ants for on 
the Imprifonment of five Roman Catholic Peers, upon which they were laid ©" 
up in the Tower +. The Votes of the Honfes feemed to confirm the whole, 


2os 


* Chron. Hifl. of Eng’and, Jan. 9, 1678. 
+ The Bul, to exclace the reit of them from being fitting Members of the Hou’e of Peers, pri. 
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A folemn Form of Prayer was defired upon the Subje& of the Plot; and, 
when one was prepared, it was found faulty, becaufe the Papifts were «not 
named, as Authors of it; God furely knew whether it were fo or not: 
However it was yielded to, that Omnifcience might not want Information, 
The Queen herfelf was accufed at the Commons Bar. The City, for Fear 
of the Papifts, put up their Pofts and Chains; and the Chambéfiain,. 
Sir Thomas Player, in the Court of Aldermen, gave his Reafon for the 
City’s ufing that Caution, which was that he did not know, but, the next 
Morning, they might all rife with their Throats cut. "The Trials, Con- 
victions, and Executions of the Priefts, ‘¥e/uits, and others, were had, and 
attended with vaft Mob and Noife. Nothing ordinary or moderate was to 
be heard in People’s Communication; but every Debate and Action was 
high flown and tumultuous. All Freedom of Speech was taken away, and 
not to believe the Pot, was worfe than being, Turk, Yew, or Infidel. 

CXXIX. For this Fact of Godfrey's Murder, the three poor Men of 
Somerfet-houfe, were, as was faid, convi@ted, The moft pitiful Circam- 
ftance was that of their Trial, under the popular Prejudice againft them. 
The Lord Chief Juftice Scroggs took in with the Tide, and ranted for the 
Plot, hewing down Popery, as Scanderbeg hewed the Turk; which was 
but little propitious to them. The other Judges were paflive, and meddled 
little, except fome that were Takers in allo; and particularly the good Re- 
corder Treby, who eafed the Attorney General; for he feldom afked a Que- 
ftion, but one might guefs he forefaw the Anfwer. Some may blame the 
{at beft) paffive Behaviour of the Judges; but really, confidering it was im- 
pofiible to ftemm fuch a Current, the Appearing to do it, in vain, had been 
more unprofitable, becaufe it had inflamed the great and fmall Rout, drawn 
Scandal on themfelves, and difabled them frem taking in when Opportunity 
fhould be more favourable. The Prifoners, under thefe Hardthips, had 
enough to do to make any Defence; for where the Teftimony was pofitive, 
it was conclufive: For no Reafoning ab improbabili would ferve the Turn; 
it muft be ab impofibili, or not at all, Whoever doth not well obferve the 
Power of judging, may think many Things, in the Courfe of Juftice, very 
ftrange. If one Side is held to Demonftration, and the other allowed Pre- 
fumptions for Proofs, any Caufe may be carried. Ina Word, Anger, Policy, 
Inhumanity, and Prejudice had, at this Time, a planetary Poffeffion of the 
Minds of moft Men, and deftroyed in them that golden Rule, of doing as 
they would be done unto. 

CXX¥_ Whoever it was that murdered Gedfrey, it is certain enough that 
the Effect was as I have defcribed ; juft as if it had been done expre(fs, and 
on pure Purpofe to favour Oates and his Difcovery: For, after that, all 
Things went off Hand fmooth, without Hefitation or Scruple; and there- 
upona Trade of Swearing was inftituted, fuch as never was heard of fince 
the Roman Delatores, Oates had his Penfions and Lodgings, as I faid, 

where 
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“where he had his Plate, kept his Table, and lived like an Epicure. Vaft 
- Rewards were publithed, by Proclamation, for farther Difcoveries; which 
one would think muft bring out Evidences enough: And the Generality of 
the People had not the leaft Refleétion on the Barbarity of fuch a Proceed- 
ing, where Mens Lives are concerned. Paid Witneffes ever were, and muft 
Fertions and difcreditable ; but now few thought the Payments large 
enough, but rather. that Swearing was flack for Want of more. I cannot 
refolve the Spirit of indiftin€& Prejudice of the People, at that Time, into 
any Thing but the Artifice and Juggle of fome devillith Cabal, that had the 
Government of a broad-fpread confederated Party, who acted under Pre- 
{criptions what to fay and do, and thereby influenced others that underftood 
them not, and thofe yet others, wider and wider, fome for Knavery, many 
out of Folly and meer Imitation and Credulity, and not a few for Malice 
and Humour, without any Reafon at all. By which Means the Community 
{wang, as it were, in a Body, wrapped up in the Imagination of fomething 
they called the Plot, killing the King, Priefts and Jefuits, &c. All indi- 
ftin& Images of they knew not what; and not without a good Share of 
Accident, as well as a fingular Difpofition of the Times and Government: 
All which muft be the Apologetic Account of the monftrous Agitations of 
the Public at that Time. All which Matters, according to what I have be- 
fore noted in this Relation, amount, as I think (to ufe a familiar Word of 
the Author’s) to a Demonftration of the Sort I may term cui bono, That 
the Generation, or rather Prefervation, of the Plot was the Deftruction of 
oor Godfrey. 

CXXXI_ I know it will be objected, that this is a heavy Charge of a 
foul Offence, that every one’s Fancy will be apt to pitch upon fome indi« 
vidual Perfon or Perfons, and perhaps wrongfully; which ought not to be 
left in that Latitude, without Evidence prefixed to accufe fome, and clear 
every one elfe; and,.as may feem, the very Fault of the Author, who works 
fo much by the Imagination of his Readers. But I muft interpofe this 
Difference ; that he ufes Imagination to create the very Evil, where none, or 
rather the contrary, appears; and is free enough to name the Perfons, not 
fparing Majefty itfelf: As for Inftance, ftifling and ridiculing; horrid Sins 
indeed, in the Imagination of his prejudiced and ignorant Readers; and, at 
all Turns, charged‘flat and plain upon the King and his Loyal Subjects. But 
here J have the Evils broad, ftaring with Saucer Eyes, and want no Imagi- 
nation to create or augment them: But, fince, for wicked Ends, they muft 
be contrived and put forth by fomebody, whom Subtilty, and peskaps Mor- 
tality have concealed, there is no Remedy but to afiift the Imagination with 
Reafons, if poflible, to find them out; and every one is free to ufe his 
Faculties that Way, fo long as no pofitive Charge is apertly made to the Pre- 
judice of any one, by Name or Token, farther than real Evidence will 
carry it. 

} CXXXIL The 
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CXXXII. It will alfo be objected, that I here derogate from the Dignity 
of the State, and Courts of Juftice ; whofe Declarations and Sentences feem 
expreis contrary to what I fuppofe; which, inthe Time, was called Scan- 
dalifing the SFuftice of the Nation. 1 anfwer, that I lean upon no Autho- 
rities, nor ufe at all the Faith called implicite; but, asI faid fometime ago 
lay Hold of Things themfelves, and the Nature of them, and from thence 
draw Concluficns. We know no Authorities, upon Earth, infallible; and 
it is fcarce to be fhewed in the World, that, when the Community, or much 
the Majority of Mankind in a State, have violently miftaken the Objects of 
Juftice, the Judicatories ever ftood found, Epidemic Errors, as Dif- 
eafes, often fall hardeft upon the niceft Conftitutions. And fo for Interefts, 
if I argue from that Topic at large, none can be offended who doth not 
put himfelf in the Intereft; and then he mutt take what follows. If we 
are fatisfied the Plot was a Fiction laucnhed forth for the Intereft of fome- 
body, it may be added, that the Perfon, whofe Turn was to be ferved, 
was probably the Author of that Fiction. We are fatisfied Godfrey was 
bafely murdered, and that it reinftated the Plot: That might be by Acci- 
dent; but we may argue it was more probable that whofo made and pro- 
fited by the Plot, killed Godfrey. Tong was a good Agent and Contriver 
alfo; but what End or Profit had he by all his Watching and Pains? Kirkby 
was only a Tool, that could go, court, and give a Start to Affairs, Was it 
for the Sake of thefe Fellows that the Government of England was to be 
fhaken, and the ‘People to be intoxicated with Nonfenfe? Is it not natural 
to afk Cui bono? And all free from Offence to any one. Or may it not be 
alledged, that the motive Agents were no ordinary ones, either for Purfe or 
Politics? whereof the latter is amply demonftrated (all other Confiderations 
apart) by that one Article of Secrefy to this Hour inviolated, 

CXXXIII. The grand Objection to this Cafe of Godfrey is founded upon 
the Trial of the three Men, and the Verdi&; which lets me in to fay a 
little more of that Matter. If the Papifts did kill Godfrey on Account of 
Party, or for Ends of Religion, as is pretended, it muft have been in fome 
other Manner, and proved by other Witneffes. As for Oates, enough is 
faid. Bedloe, a common Gaol-bird-Thief, tempted with soo/. for Re- 
ward. Prance, a broken Goldfmith, that contradiG@ed himielf by Whole- 
fale, as the Prints thew. The Somerfet-Houfe Story, in the Judgment of 
any one that knew the Houfe, and how fentinelled with Proteftants, fearce 
poffible to be true. But, omitting all other Circumftances, to thew what 
hard Meafure thefe poor Men had, I will remember a Paflage told me by 
no fmak“Man, who was prefent with the Lord Chancellor Finch, when 
Sir -------- came to give his Lordfhip an Account of the ConviGion of 
the three Men, But, faid the Lord Chancellor, fow did you anfwer fuch 
and fuch Inconjiffencies in the Evidence, which he ftated ? My Lord, {aid 
Sir +------- L ordered the Briefs fo that none of thofe Things appeared ; 

which 
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“which this Perfon faid brought an Horror over his Spirits. And we all 
‘ knew that the Story was treated en ridicule by the Faction itfelf; as may be 
feen in one of their Claflics, titled the fecond Part of the Growth of Po- 
pery, where it is faid the Body of Godfrey was laid behind the Altar, 
and that the Devils (the Town-Talk was the Ladies) danced about it, and 
iataban the Heretic Dog; that they toffed him, from Place to Place, about 
the Houfe, and then carried him to Greenberry-Hill (as the Book hath it) 
the Jeft of which lay in the Compofition of the Names of the three poor 
Men, Green, Berry, and Hill, And we can remember they faid there was 
an old Evidence difcovered, wherein Primrofe-Hill was fo named. This; 
and more fuch comical Stuff, was reported at that Time, to prove how 
Fools would fwallow. All which I mention to fhew the Piety of this 
- Faction, that could banter in Prejudice of Mens Lives. But they all made 
good Retaliation by ferious Denials at their Deaths; which was the more 
cutting becaufe one (as I faid) was a ferious repenting Proteftant, who, as 
the reft, denied all i” conceptiffimis verbis. 

CXXXIV. It may again be objected, that, after having admitted a Popith 
Plot with a Continuando, it is not reafonable to quarrel with the Plot, 
proved by the Witneffes, and not fhew what the true Plot was. I anfwer, 
the Nature of the Thing doth not require it, for Plots are Secrets of Courfe; 
and it:is.eefier.te .prefume, than to difcoverithem. If any one be produced, 
we may apply:to that; = Redfons, -allow'or reject it. We 
may have good Reafon to infer Plots, but'that Reafon' will not difcover the 
Particularities of them; otherwife there could be no Plot at all. But yet I 
will comply with the Objection, and fay, that, all the While Coleman corre- 
{ponded, and, as well before as afterwards, in the Reign of King Charles the 
Second, the Plot was to introduce the Catholic Religion by {uch Means as 
the Politicones of that Intereft thought moft conducing; and that was by 
a Toleration of all diffenting Seéts, whereby to deftroy the Church of 
England eftablifhed, and not by attive Force, Murders, Poifons, Affaffina- 
tions, and the like; and not to grafp at the fecular Power direétly, whereof 
the Friendfhip they defired to defend them in what they went about. And 
' my Reafon for this is, that, after King ‘fames the Second became poffefled of 

the Crown, and the whole active Force of the Nation was in his Hands, 
who efpoufed the Caufe of his Religion with all Manner of Zeal, that Me- 
thod, 1 mean of Toleration, and no other, was purfued: The King had an 
Army, but there was no Shew then of imploying it that Way. The Papifts 
feemed all to decline Ways of Violence, and went into Chiccaneagnd Mat- 
ters of Law, building upon a fuppofed Power in the Crown of diipenfing, 
&c. They fet up the Popith Invention, adopted in the Engli/h Chancery, 
of Non obftantes. They applied to the regulating of Corporations in order 
to procure Elections, and favourable Laws to be made in Parliament. They 
could not but coifider that a Nation, fo aliened as England was, could not 
ee be 
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be regained impetuoufly, but tried, with all their Arts and Policies, to gain © 
Ground by Steps, I make no Doubt, but, as Fanatics, from Toleration, 
leaped into Comprehenfion, and then looked up higher for Power to ex- 
clude all others, fo the Papifts had gone from Toleration to Comprehen- 
fion, and, having had Succefs, would have compaffed the Ufe of all the 
Powers and Authorities they work with in Roman Catholic Countries, “And 
this was the true Popith Plot ; and I doubt not but it is the fame, as well of 
Fanatic as Papift, ftill, It is therefore a fpecial Note for all Proteftants to 
confider what tranfcendent Benefits they enjoy in the true primitive Chri- 
ftian Church eftablifhed in England; which once broken, the true Exercife 
and Ufe of Chriftianity will, to all Intents, be refcinded; and, early or late, 
Ecclefiaftical Tyranny and Violence, nay downright Atheifm, and all Man- 
ne of Antichriftian Blafphemy and Herefy will enter and take Pof- - 
effion, 

CXXXV. I fhall now proceed to examine a Matter or two, touching 
Oates’s Plot, obvious enough, and fuch as will amount toa moral Certainty 
of his Perjury throughout: And, after having done fome Juftice to the Cafe 
of the Earl of Stafford, and paying a few Refpedts to the Character of the 
irreverend Dr. Titus Oates, as alfo to our Author here, upon Occafion of 
fome choice Paffages in his Hiffory about the Confines (for he toucheth 
not the Body) of the Plot, with a Word or two to vindicate the political 
Conduct of King Charles Il. whereby he warded off the malign Influ- 
ences of it from himéelf, I fhall furrender Plot, Witneffes, Author, 
and his Compleat Hiftory, to go altogether in a Mufs, to the Man- 
fions of condign Infamy, each to fuffer according to Merit refpectively. 
Firft, the whole Frame of Oases’s Difcovery, is aCompound of Writings, 
Letters, Commiffions, &c. and many of them had been in the Power 
of Oates, and that even after he was refolved to difcover; yet -no Scrap 
of any of them appeared to vouch any of his Relations: Nor fo much 
as a Copy or Extract, which he might have made, and kept for his 
own Ufe. Then the Circumftances of Title regularly to flaughter a 
King of England by Affaffination, Rebellion, Burning, Shooting, Stab- 
bing, and what not? All to be done by legal Warrant from our So- 
vereign Lord the Pope; who elfe, that is without fufficient Warrant, 
might have queftioned thefe Operators, and, by due Courfe of Law, 
have punifhed them for acting, though his own Bufinefs, without a 
fufficient Commiffion: All which is moft monftrous, The old Caya- 
liers hadybetter Affurance, and rofe in Arms againft an Ufurper with- 
out ftaying for a Commiffion; what fhould make thefe Papifts fo ten- 
der confcienced and fufpicious? The Matter was plainly this; the in- 
tended Accufations of High Treafon muft be backed with clear and di- 
ftinguifhable overt Faéts; and what could be more fo, than an Ac- 
ceptance of a Commiffion of War? And nothing more prompt and clear 

ta 
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be fworn than it was; and the fame Sentence would fit every Perfon 
‘ whatfoever, whom they intended, or fhould have a Motive to accufe. 
But here I find myfelf a Trefpaffer, having touched thefe Matters al- 
ready, and, perhaps, more than once; which I cannot excufe, but upon 
the es of an unavoidable Infirmity that commonly attends Writing, 
like"this, which. is little better than extempore. 

CXXXVI. There is another Matter which will take us up a little more 
Time, becaufe it is confiderable, and the Author, with his ordinary Leid- 
gerdemain, endeavours to flight it out of the Way: And that is the ju- 
ratory, dying Denials, of the whole criminal Charge of the Plot, made 
by-every individual fuffering Perfon at his Execution. It is but, and but, 
-poflible in Nature, that a Zealot, of fuch Ignorance and Enthufiafm, 
fhould be found, as might be perfuaded to think he merited by public 
wilfull Lying at his Death: I am fure, I never heard of any fuch. Many 
will perpetrate wicked Faéts, and be filent in Torments inflicted for it, 
or, owning the Facts, and that they were meritorious, not falfify therein, 
becaufe they were really of fuch Opinion; as Clement and Raviliac. 
Atheifts, and Perfons unfenfible of a future State, will brave and heétor, 
but (what is very ftrange) fcorn to lye, much lefs think it Merit. But no 
real: Principle of Religion or Honour, nor even of Obftinacy or Humour 
(which vanifheth at the Inftant of determinated dying) cgp confift with 
going off in the Act of Perjury; as fuch folemn Declarations, if falfe, 
are. And it is the very next Degree to Impoffibility, that twelve intelli- 
gent Men, and one Peer, all of the mecker Sort, and fenfible, as feemed, 
of Duty in their Way, fhould exprefly renounce Salvation, if guilty, as 
they were accufed; and then fuffer Death upon it. Papifts may fin, and 
depend on Abfolution upon their Confeffion afterwards ; but no Perfua- 
fion can reconcile wilful finning, as taking God’s Name to teftify a de- 
clared Falfity at thePoint of Death. But fo it was: The Men all denied ; 
which was a Confequence fo amafing to all that had any Sincerity, or 
were not more or lefs among the Plotters, that the Generality began to 
cry Shame, and fay there had been Blood enough. 

CXXXVII. But the Author, with his Hiccius-doxius Dexterity, can 
flur this on one Side, by a Word or two to aggravate only, as, Yét, at 
their Deaths, they denied it, I muft not here forget to note what I 
fhall have Occafion to apply afterwards: It is, that the Author gives us 
not one Syllable taken out of thofe dying Speeches, although they are all 
in Print, and even Pamphlets were wrote to anfwer them, amito prove 
that Papifis would dye with a Lye in their Mouths. Which is another 
egregious Suppreffion on his Part; for the Manner of their Expreffions, 
and Wording their Denials, was material in Order to a Judgment whe- 
ther they were real or counterfeiting; and he is inexcufable, for he doth 
the very contrary, at the Rye Plot, in Extremity of Length, as will be ob- 

Dd a2 ferved. 


The uniform 
Denials of all 
the Conviéts 
at their Exe- 
cution. 


The Author 
conceals the 
Matter of 
them. 


p: 380. 


212 EX AMEN. Parr £, 


ferved. The Reafon, as I guefs, is, chiefly, becaufe Mr. Lenghorn, the 
Lawyer, penned his with all the Art of his Profefiion, to obviate~all 
poffible Imputation of Subterfuge, Ambiguity, or Referve; as if he had 
been to pen Articles between two the verieft Knaves in the World, to pre- 
vent all Poffibility of Difference betwixt them. This is a very remerkahle 
Paper, and worthy to be pernfed. And yet the Author, although the very 
Rabble now have fo much Senfe to think thofe Men were injured, has 
fo little, either of that or Grace, to wonder they fhould deny the Faéts, 
I guefs, if he himfelf were in like Condition, as thofe Men, at that Time, 
were, he would, upon the Queftion, declare a more favourable Opinion, 
and not load miferable Men, as he doth, by this uncharitable Sentence, 
and fuppofing them to ftake their Salvation upon the Merit of dying Per- 


jury. 
Impertinent i CXXXVIIIL But the Author’s Wonder, couched in that rhetorical Yes, 
asa is not confined to the Behaviour of thefe Men ; but he fweeps us all in, 
“as not having his Senfe and Underftanding. Therefore, as he fays, Mary 
were furprifed at thofe dying Affeverations, when the Evidence was fo 
clear in all the Faéts, and in every Circumflance ——=—. Here is an Hi- 
ftorical Chief Juftice, impartial to Extremity! It is fcarce to be decided 
whether his Law, Hiftory, or Divinity tranfcends moft. Firft he deter- 
mines the Cafes of all thefe Men moff clear, Sc, on the hanging Side to 
be fure, and gives no one Scrap of the Cafe or Evidence upon any of them. 
He is Judge, but will have no Jury of Readers to pafs before him: It 
is enough, if we, like the gaping Louts at the Affifes, hear the Law 
flow from his Mouth. Then he fays, the People too were furprifed 
when the Evidence was clear: No, it was becaufe, after fuch Afie- 
verations, they doubted of the Evidence, and began to reflect it was 
not clear; and whether it was fo or not, is all one, for he fhews nothing 
of it, and that is his Compleat Hiflory. Then, for his Divinity, the next 
Words, added to the former, will clear it. He fays, Some imputed their 
obftinate Denial to an extravagant Notion of Merit, and few believed 
them, but fuch as were profelyted by them, Here, I confefs, his Flight is 
higher than I can follow; the Wickednefs of the Sentence is too hard for 
me. I can but creepa little after his Hiffcrical Narrations: As, firft, their 
Denial out of Obftinacy, faid without Proof. But this Sort of Prefumption 
tuns through all he fays of this Confpiracy: Even the Whole, though /n- 
cognito, is taken for granted; and then he fuperftru@ts, for he ftates neither 
Cafe nat Proofs, And the Point of Merit is rarely expounded; for no 
Mortal can, out of his Words, gather any Notions at all of it. He fhould 
have given us the ‘Theological Diftinction, by which Men were inveigled 
to employ their Jaft Breath in Perjury; then we might have judged of the 
Probability in this Cafe. But, as fure as he hath fent them to Hell, all 
the reft of the good People, that have more Charity than himéelf, accord- 
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ing to him, are in a fair Way to follow: For, if they believe thofe Men 
‘ fpoke their true Thoughts, they are Profelytes to Popery and Fefiiti/im, 

and there is an End of them. What a Croud of falfe, fcandalous, and 
uncharitable Words are here? confidering that, at the very Time, much 
more, fince (and what thinks he of the Now?) as good Proteftants as 
imielf, believed thofe Affeverations, againft which he has nothing to op- 
pofe, but what he calls Clearne/s of the Evidence in all, Sc, cujus con- 
trarium verum ef; and there is his clear Way of Writing! 

CXXXIX. Now, becaufe this Enunciation of sClearne/i goes to all the 
Fats, and in all Circumftances, I will confront him but with one out of thefe 
All; and that fhall be very clear too, It was in the Cafe of Whitebread 
the ¥c/uit. He was brought to Trial, all Things ready, King’s Counfel 
attending, Jury fworn, Witneffes examined, and all after the ufual Procla- 
mation had been made, that the Prifoner ftood upon his Deliverance ; 
and no Pretence of Unreadinefs on the Crown Side at all. Oates {wore 
after his Way. Bed/oe was {worn, and, being afked What be knew againft 
the Prifoner, anfwered, Nothing. This was like a Clap of Thunder; for 
one Perfon, acquitted, had been a fatal Stroke. What was to be done? 
Bedloe was queftioned over and over, who ftill {wore the fame Bilk. The 
Court thereupon thought fit to difcharge the Jury of that Trial, without 
taking their Verdi€t, and went on with the reft. The next Day, -or a 
Day or two after, this fame Whitebread was brought again to Trial, and 


the fame Forms paffed, the fame Witneffes, and no other examined; and: 


then Bedloe {wore full and ample Treafon, of the Plot, againft him, and 
fo made a clear fecond Witnefs; and, withal, he fwore, that, at his laft 
Examination in Court, having been tampered with by Nathanael Reading 
to take off his Evidence, he was forfworn; but now he had thought better, 
and fwore true, or tothe fame Effeét: And, upon this Evidence, Clear in: 
all the Faéts, €8c. the Man was attainted and fuffered. One may ob- 


ferve in all this Stuff, the Author ufes his Terms of Subterfuge; he doth. 


not fay what his Opinion is, but that Some imputed, Many were furprifed, 
and Few believed, and the like all over his Book: By which Art he infufes 
into his Readers falfe Images of Things, and then ftrokes his Confcience, 


and fays, Let them believe, fo long as I do not, in Terms, tell the Lye.. 


Thofe Many and Some were {o reftiff, as to a Belief of Oates, that it was 
found convenient to {pur them on with Pamphlets to aflift the Confciences 
of Jurymen; as I noted before. So that one may well fay that, taking 
away politive Oaths, againtt which no Man can defend, andywhercof the 
Efficacy refts wholly upon Credit, (which overthrown, all tumbles) there 
was no Evidence, or real Teftimony, againft any of the Perfons that fuffered 

in Oates’s Plot. 
CXL, But now, advancing towards the Lord Stafford’s Trial, I muit 
obferve a little farther concerning Wakeman's Trial; after which the Plot 
was 
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was at a low Ebb; we hung our Heads and drooped, for the Virtue of 
thofe two Incidents, I mentioned, was {pent ; and the Sound of Blood was 
not fo joious to the common People, as it had been: And, what was 
worft of all, the King himfelf began to be underftood as being in the Plot 
againft his own Life; but, for that, the Author is even with him, fayin 
p. 381. he was a profeffed Encourager of Jupprefing and ridiculing the Pope Pie 
Touch a galled Horfe, and he will wince. ¥ have heard that Thieves are 
very angry if any one looks upon them, Sure this Plot and its Friends 
are fenfible of fome very fore Place, that makes them fo touchy. If any 
one does but leer at them, they are angry, and cry out upon Ridiculers, 
This Hifforian thould have been better explained, and faid, What were 
the Facts fignified by this Encouraging of Ridiculing, @c. and not ule 
fuch undefined Words that may fignify any Thing or nothing; for who, 
in the Name of Hifory, from fuch Expreffions as thefe, can make out 
any Senfe at all? It is certain the King put no Stop to the Courfe of any 
Enquiry; and, as for laughing, to do his Majefty Right, he as feldom 
laughed in the wrong Place as any one of his Subjects: If any Thing 
was truly ridiculous, he was apt to fmile, that he was, ‘Therefore I mutt 
needs fay, that the Author doth his Plot no Juftice, if he intends we 
fhould think the King laughed at it. But, for fuppreffing, can any one 
fay, that any A& was done by the King, or his Minifters, to fupprefs any 
Evidence of the Plot? If fo; then what, or how? As for the King, he 
honeftly paid the Penfions and Rewards, as was defired; his Council 
Doors were open to every paltry Fellow (even to the Irifh Fool Cummin) 
pretending to teftify in the Plot; and all Bufinefs of State muft give Way 
to them, The Parliament did all, that was poffible to be done, to en- 
courage them; and it was known what Effect it had, 
Wofil Thing  CXLI. If there was any Suppreffion, it was plainly done by the Wit- 
that Dr Wa" neffes themfelves, or their Superiors in the Plot. Did not Oates and 
Be scquitteds Bedloe, more than once, fay, in Effet, that they had more to difcover, 
but they did not think it feafonable yet? The Tale of the Fox and Goofe 
is to that Purpofe. Who then ftifled the Plot? If the King has any Thing 
to anfwer for, it is doing too much, and not too little, towards encouraging 
‘Witneffes; ‘but, if he obferved, or was told of their Blunders, and laughed ; 
was any of the Articles of Magna Charta broke by {uch Merriment? But, 
whenever the Party had not their Wills, they, as the Author here, con- 
ftantly raifed from thence fome frothy Charge againft the King. So now, 
becaufe Makeman was acquitted (for that’s the Matter here) the King muft 
be, by this Author, indi€&ted for fupprefling, 7c. that is for what neither 
we, nor he, can tell. Which fhews, that his undutiful Spleen againft his 
Sovereign, is more than his Wit, though affifted by Malice enough; and 
that feldom fails him, See here what Mifchief comes of ridiculing! The 
Witneffes (againft Wakeman, Sc.) were fo far difcountenanced, that Jury 
: rougwt 
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‘brought in the Prifoners not guilty. Good lack! What a tragical Conclu- 
"-fion is this? No more innocent Blood fpilt! 

CXLII. Now, to thew what a thorough-pac’d Libel we have here, I etsietad 

propofe the Trial to be read over; and if it appears that the Witneffes Rincaim, ~ 
were, not only not difcountenanced, but, not tenderly upheld by the 
Cam (I do not fay favoured) with utmoft Scope allowed them to extri-- 
cate their Contradi€tions as well as the Cafe would bear, I will fubmit to 
be one of the Author's Ridiculers. But, what was more, the Jury, ex 
Hypothefi (as all at that Time) inclined on the Plot Side,.and, without 
Demonftration of Reafon, they had not acquitted. the Prifoners. One 
would not think an Author could contrive to couch fo many Falfities in 
fo few Words, 1, The Witneffes difcountenanced. 2. Held back Evi- 
dence; for that muft incidently be fuppofed. 3. The Jury had not a full 
Hearing, as muft alfo follow. 4. That the Court gave not juft Direétions.. 
All which Falfities (I am loth to fay Lyes, becaufe the Word is not 
courtly) are couched in this Sentence. I will grant one Thing to the 
Author, though I know it will not pleafe him: The Thirft of Blood was 
a little affwaged, and common Jurymen began to think there was Need of 
a little more Care of the Lives of Men, than had lately been taken, and. 
that it was not neceflary their Fellow Subjects fhould dye, to make a Crifis 
in Politics, . Nay, to regain the Author’s Favour, I will grant him more, 
as that the Witneffes were difcountenanced, ‘that is, out of Countenance,., 
at the unan{werable Exceptions to their Teftimony; though not to a De- 
gree to bluth, or to defift from their Charge againft the Prifoner, And,. 
when Men {wear through thick and thin, and happen not to be believed, . 
it is really a great Difcountenancing to them, The Author goes on with: 
along File of Reflections upon the King, as if his Majefty had: done: 
againft his Mind and Confcience in the Conduct of his Affairs, which: 
refpect the Plot and the Papers; though he himfelf is the greateft Stifler, 
that in Hiffory here hath buried alive the whole Plot, having fhewn to: 
his Readers nothing at all in particular of it, and ufes only the Chara- 
Ger, or Title of it, as a railing Stock againft the King. I know he 
would be revenged on his Majefty, for managing fo as happily over- 
threw the whole Project and the Defign of it. But I adjourn the par- 
‘ticular Examination of thefe Matters to a Place intended. apart for. 
them. 

CXLUI. I proceed therefore to the very laft A& of this tragi¢al Plot, The Author - 
which was the Trial, Attainder, and Execution of the Earl ofS tafford. eave 
He was one of the five Lords committed to the Tower for the Plot, “That ofthe Earl of . 
is enough, as the Author accounts, to be made known; for he fays no more, Pi hata $ 
but that he was tried by his Peers, -and attainted of High Treafon, and, 
after a fhort Reprieve, was beheaded, and, at his Death, denied the Fact: 
This is fuch an Hifory, as anv Fellow, that hath waited asa Footman in the. 
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Hall, -will rehearfe twenty Years hence, or perhaps one may find in the 
Chronology of an Almanac. I fhall make fome Amends, by adding. a 
little of the Circumftances of the Perfon and Proceeding, but leaving the 
Chicane of the Trial to the Print, where it is extant at large, for the Ufe 
of fuch as can afford Patience and Time to perufé fo miferable a. Cafe, 
And Iam fo far with the Author, to think the Particularities of no ‘Breat" 
Moment, fince Mankind is now almoft univerfally fatisfied that his Lord- 
fhip was altogether injured by the Teftimony againft him. And truly the 
Raking into Perjury raifes a worfe Stink than a moral Jakes; and, if fuch 
Villainy could be forgot, fo that no like Praétices could ever be thought 
poffible, at leaft not to be hearkened to, or encouraged in a Court of Juftice, 
it were for the common Benefit of human Kind. But I queftion whether 
the Author’s Silence, and mine, is upon the fame Foot. He would not 
have the Roguery known, and I would not have it be an Example ; the one 
to cover a Shame, and the other to abolith a Precedent. 

CXLIV. It hath been already related, that, upon the firft. Hearing of 
Oates at the Bar of the Houfe of Commons, the Members (as was to be 
expected) were very much inflamed. And thereupon fent for my Lord Chief 
Juftice Scroggs, who, by his Warrants figned at the Table, caufed the five 
Lords, accufed by Oates of High Treafon, to be forthwith taken up and 
committed to the Tower, This Way, rather than expecting a Commit- 
ment by the Houfe of Lords, was taken, as the more expedite: For an Im- 
peachment, without fpecial Articles, had not required a Commitment, and 
fome Time muft be {pent in preparing Articles, and, after all, Queftions, 
Debates, Conferences, &c. might have ftirred thereupon to the no little 
Lofs of Time, which was not to be ventured ; for, in the interim, the 


. Lords, having Liberty, had converfed promifcuoufly, and created in many, 


fome Difbelief of the Difcovery. It was well for the Plotters, that the Lords 
were both accufed and imprifoned almoft at the fame Inftant, and it hada 
confiderable Effect abroad; for fuch a precipitous Proceeding caufed Fears 
and Terrors, and made Folks believe fomewhat great and mighty was coming 
forth, And Oates proceeded by fage Advice, when he left out of his firft 
Narrative the five Lords, and, not naming them at the Council, ftaid that 
Part of his Difcovery till the Parliament met. The whole Project of his 
Employment confifted in fuppofing that the confequent Proceedings, fal- 
ling entirely in the Order of the Commons, might go on as faft, or as 
flow, as fome pretended to forefee. If the Lords had come plumb upon 
their Trial, and, as was moft probable, had been acquitted, the politic 
Crifis had been at an End; and, to fecure that main Point, Care was taken 
to produce but one fingle WitnefSagainft them ; for that was Ground enough 
to imprifon, but not to indict or try.. And while the Lords lay thus in 
the Tower, Trials and Attainders went on againft the minores gentes, Priefts 
and ¥éfuits, who were hated enough. There was a fierce a aaa te 
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" farther Evidence fhould have. come in againft the Lords; but none came, 
~ except that, after Wakeman’s Trial, and in the Wane of the Plot, it was 
determined, or rather became neceffary, to try one (at leaft) of the Lords, 
another Witnefs crope out againft the Lord Stafford. 

CXLV. The Lords were all of them very uneafy and reftlefs, under this The Trials 
‘“Hidefinite Confinement, and frequently applied to the Houfe of Peers to be soreeeare 
tried upon the Impeachment lodged againft them, or to be bailed; and" 
againft them Plenty of Scruples arofe, whereupon Meflages went to 
and fro, and, at Length, a Committee of both Houfes were appointed to 
fettle the Formulary. And there the noble Earl of Shaft/bury had Oppor- 
tunity of fhewing his Gifts in the Art of Procraftination. One Point flew 
abroad, and was the Subject of diverfe very good Tracts, whether Bithops 
(whom the Favourers of Oates would exclude, as fufpected of having too much 
Mercy) might fit and vote upon the Trials: And, at this, the whole Sef- 
fions were {pent re infeéfd. The Scaffolds in Weftminfter-Hall were’ pre- 
pared, and ftood ufelefs, or rather a Nuifance, many Terms, to the Short- 
ening of the Promenade of the Lawyers, and fevere Oppreffion of the 
Shops, 

CXLVI, At a following Seffions this Bufinefs was again refumed; for, ‘The Earl of 
after the twelve Commoners tried, .and, without Delay, executed, and alee only 
Wakeman acquitted, the general Clamor, about the Cafe of the five Lords ““""?™ 
in the Tower, exafperated ;. for they ftemed to lie there, without Bail’ vor 
Trial fine Die. And it was faid that the Lords in Parliament wete refolveld 
to puth the Matter toa Trial or Difcharge, The Faétion had a-Wolf by the 
Ears, which they could well neither hold nor let go. It was found neceflary 
to determine one Way or other; and it proved for Trial: Becaufe, if fo many 
Peers were fet free, their Converfation would not be wholefome for the 
Plot, which, though greatly checked, muft not yet be let go; for fomewhat 
refted to be done with it; and it ferved as a Center of Unity to the Faétion, 
to keep them together, furnifh Matter for Libels, and to batter the Court 
Party. Therefore it was to be kept alive as long as it would hang toge- 
ther. And, for Demonftration that there was fuch a Referve of a farther 
Ufe, as I mentioned, to be made of it, I muft appeal over to what isto come 
concerning the Oxford Parliament, and the Cafe of Fitzbarris; for then it 
will appear that:an Order of frefh Swearers, upon the old Foot, was at- 
tempted to be eftablifhed. But, at prefent, the Faétion were at the Stretch 
of their Line, and finding it begin to give Way, the long expected Trial 
was known to be coming on; for Notice was fent to the Lords in the 
Tower, that the Commons would proceed to the Trial (not of all Bve, bat) 
of the Lord Staford only. And, among the Quality, it was a Wonder why 
that Peer was fingled out to be tried, who was the leaft confiderable of 
them all, and, being eafy of Nature, and low fpirited, was leaft likely to be 
concerned in fuch a barbarous Action as the Killing of his Royal Matter, 

Ee who 
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who was revered, and almoft idolifed by him for his continual Fehr and 
Bounty towards him. ° 

CXLVII. But there was a tranfcendent Reafon for it. The Active Mi- 
nifters of the Plot were in continual Expectation, that, among the Inany 
accufed, fome pufillanimous Wretch, out of mortal Fear, would {que4k, as 
they called it, and own the Guilt, and, perhaps, enter into the evidencing 
Wheel and accufe others. It was remarkable, that here had been no Re- 
miffion, but, upon Conviétion, Death came next, and not the leaftt Um- 
brage of a Difpofition, in any of them that died, to relent, or (as it was 
termed) confefs. But, onthe contrary, they perfevered in Denials, whatever 
Temptations, if any fuch, were held out to invite them to the contrary. 
All which was no lefs Amafement, than Surprife, to the fecret ones; for 
they thought it was impoffible in Nature, judging by themfelves (as I guefs) 
for twelve Men in a String, guilty or not, to dye hard. And really, con- 
fidering the Nature of human Kind, and that, in a Cafe of real Guilt, there 
is not an Example of the like, it is next to impoffible; but fo it. fell out 
here. It was notorious that the Plot now laboured under fuch defperate 
Objections, as nothing could cure but the Authority confitentis Rei. I re- 
member it was believed, at the Time, that, without fuch a View, the 
Faction had never pufhed forwards fo many capital Trials and Executions 
as they did; and that the Attorney General himfelf, and fome akin to the 
fecret Committee, began to reluét at the Fancy of walking with fo much 
Blood at the Heels of them: And, in very Truth, it proved, in the End, 
the vifible Caufe of the utter Confufion of the Plot, and the Defigns of all 
its Adherents. But the Faction was engaged, over Shoes, over Boots, and 
mutt flounce through; and it had been no Miracle if (as fome believed) 
this ancient Lord, weak in Body and Spirits, being tried alone by himéfelf, 
and leaft able to endure the Fatigue of managing a Defence, after an At. 
tainder, and Death in his View, rather than fuffer Extremity, might f{queak : 
Which happening had been a /anta Cofa for the Plot; and, for that Rea- 
fon, the. Witnefs-mongers put forward another Witnefs againft him only, 
which drew on his Trial. But the Event thewed the Vanity of all fuch 
Contrivance and Expeétation, if fach there was: 

‘CXLVIIL. And the practic Part fell out but untowardly ; for it feems his 
Lordthip, who was thought likely to fuccumb under the Load of fo great a 
Trial, behaved himfelf, and managed his Defence with Courage and Refo- 
lution, beyond all that was expected he could poffibly do: So that the 
Audience were ftrangely reconciled, and, generally, in their Difcourfe, 
gave hiritheir Not guilty. And, upon the Scrutiny of the Lords, it was 
but a Majority, and a fmall one, that condemned him. The Party-drivers 
afterwards endeavoured, as in the Cafe of the Earl of ‘Strafford, Temp. 
Car. 1, to hound the Rabble upon the Not guilty Peers; but it would not 
do, and there was more of Compaffion than Triumph among the common 
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Peoplé at his Attainder. It was talked abroad that certain Opinions pre- 
vajled, which wanted Time to be digefted, and better underftood ; elfe that 
Sentence had not prevailed.. One was, that the Houfe of Commons muft 
not $e baffed. It was obvious to conclude, at that Rate, a Trial muft 
be ludicrous and impertinent, a Solecifm in Juftice that flares one in the 
‘Face. It were well, if none like had ever been before or fince. Another 
Opinion was, that the Peers, in judging, were not free; they muft de- 
termine fecundum allegata & probata: So, here being pofitive Oath to 
the material Faéts, they muft be guided by it. Whereas it is the Office 
of Triers of the Faét, to try the Teftimony, and the Credit of the very 
Witneffes. God forbid, that pofitive Swearing muft neceffarily take away 
a Man’s Life. Others fancied various Reafons not well fathomable, yet 
fuch as, they thought, prevailed with many. 

CXLIX. But the grand Expetation was, whether this Lord would con- The Virtue of 
fefs, as it was called, or not. Here were three Events the Faétion had pte 
Concerns upon: 1. The King’s Mercy by a Pardon or Reprieve. This and the Barba- 
had been well enough ; for that had raifed a new Argument for the Plot, rity jntended 
as, Now you fee, Sc, It appeared, by fome Confeffions in the Rye Con- 1, 
{piracy (of which in its Place) that the poor People, againft all Truth, 
were perfuaded no Juftice was. to be had againft Papifts; which fhews, 
that this was an Handle they wanted: And, if it had gone this Way, there 
was Room for Contefts about the Validity of the Pardon, asin Danby’s Cafe ; 
and confequently Heats and Divifions between the King and Parliament : 
Which had ended this At of the Plot rarely; for to what Purpofe is it 
to fearch farther into the Plot to fet up Popery and deftroy Proteftants, if, 
after all the Pains and Care taken, it muft come to this at laft? 2. His 
Lordthip, to fave his Life, might relent and own the.Guilt. O, this had 
been gu/tevole, purged the paft, and erected the prefent Plot in a State can- 
did and pure; and the Author’s Plot-politics might have gone on to a new 
Crifis, It is likely they would have been contented with his Lordthip’s 
Parole, and {pared his teftifying againft others. 3. The other Event was 
that which happened ; his dying with abfolute Denial. ‘This was the very 
worft of all. But now, to thew the Barbarity of fome in that Age, I muft, 
with the Author, remember that his Lordthip. was reprieved for fome 
feort Time, That gave him Opportunity to confult with Flefh and Blood. 
And another Thing rofe to a Pitch above Credit. It was pretended that 
the common Mercy of Beheading would not be extended to him; but that 
he muft be executed rigoroufly, by Hanging, Drawing, and Qyartering, 
according to the Words of the Sentence. And in Fact, after the.King had 
granted his Remiffion of all the Sentence, except the Beheading, which is 
the Form of the Order, a Brace of Ignoramus Sherriffs made a Doubt whe- 
ther, in that, they fhould obey the King, or not; pretending the King had 
not that Power over a Judgment orn an Impeachment for High Treafon. 
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And they brought the Queftion moft impudently into the Houfe of ‘Com- _ 
mons; and the Matter paffed in a Vote, that the Houfe was contented 
with what the King had directed: And I think next to, or rather in a 
Degree above, the Sherriff, this pious Author is to be recommended, -who 
fays, The wifer Members came to apprehend that fuch a Difpute might end. 
in preventing the Execution of the Lord Stafford; and therefore the Houfe 
was content that bis Head fhould be fevered Srom bis Body. 

The Author CL. Obferve with what a fleering, infulting, triumphant Air, this ftately 

nolefs barba- Sentence clofes : Very wife and moderate! Only chopping off a Man’s 

mm Head: A {mall Matter ferved. But if we go to the Bottom, it is hard to 
think of a wicked Senfe not pregnant here. Firft, that it was wife to make 
fare the Man fhould be dead: There is the Skill now of a Theologico-cri- 
tical Author! Some lefs fanguinary Layman would have put over the wi/er 
Part to the other Side; and faid, that the wifer Members would have been 
Content fuch an impertinent Incident had prevented the Execution, when 
there was fo little Satisfa@ion in the Teftimony at the Trial, And the 
Confequence had juftified the Wifdom on that Side (taking it in the Au- 
thor’s Way) for the Plot had a fatal necking Stroke at that Execution; 
But I am amafed to fee fuch Content in an Author, at Shedding of Blood,. 
who is profeffed of an Order that, in all Ages but this, if Death was con- 
fequential, withdrew from the very Queftion: By which we find there is 
no trufting Charaéters and Profeffions ; for we thall find, that, not feldom, 
the worft of Men lie lurking in the Habits of the beft of them. But here 
is more Wifdom than we are aware of; and that isa Determination that: 
the Sherriffs were in the Right: For the wifer Members knew that well: 
enough ; uf O, quoth they, here is an Accident may fave the Man, Are 
you there with your Bears? We will quit the Exercife of she Houfé’s Right; 
rather than that fbould be. So the King’s Power to mitigate the Sentence, | 
as well as to pardon the: Whole, if his Majefty fo thought fit, is here over: 
turned moft craftily, under this Notion of wife Memberfrip. 

HisLordthip's CLI. It was found at laft, that the Experiment, upon this Lord, was 

prnial at hi. puthed too far; for he relented not a Scruple, and thongh he was a very 

Plot dropped. faint and weak fpirited Man, as well as crazy and old, yet, upon the Scaffold; 

» he thewed no Want of Courage or Refolution, and was no lefs pofitive and 

explicite, in denying the whole criminal Charge upon him, than all the 
other Sufferers had been, And this, with the Profeffion of Charity in for- 
giving, and Exercife of Devotion after his Manner, made a ftrong Impref- 
fion upon the People, who, before fufpefting him innocent, now: were con- 
firmed, apd began to deteft certain Methods of late ufed, and no lefs the 
Authors and Executioners of them. And here we put a final Period to 
this truly execrable Plot; for there was not, after this, fo much asa Thought 
of bringing to Trial any other of the five Peers, or other Perfons what{o- 
ever, upon that Scheme, So, in the next Recefs of Parliament, the Lords 
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“were dtlivered; and there ended the Reign of the Reverend Dr. Oates, 
* And afterwards he was content to take up with leffer Games; as going 
about foliciting and fomenting factious Matters againft the Government: 
A this notwithftanding, one Half of his Penfion was continued 
to him. 
_ CLI He: was a Perfon of fuch Account in this Age, as makes it rea- 
- fonable to remember fomewhat of his Family, Education, Perfon, Chara- 
éter and: Circumftances; for Hiftory fhould do Juftice to all Perfons extra- 
ordinarily qualified, and influential on Affairs of the Public, as he, in his 
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Time, was: And although his Reign was but fhort, it was confiderable ;. 


and, by a Felicity in the Subject of his Performances, with Refpect to himéelf, 


which were but Mifdemeanor, and not capital, in the following Reign,. 


he wasjuft not hanged; and; after no Difcouragement in the Reign of King 


William, \ike the great Sy/la, he died in his Bed with all Peace, if he held. 


found that of his Confcience*. 

CLIN. He was born at Okebam in Rutlandfbire, when his Father was a 
Sort of Chaplain to Colonel Pride. There was one Oates, a peftilent Ana- 
baptift, that went about the Kingdom, particularly in Effex, dipping of 
People, and blafpheming after the worft Ufage of his Sect; which I may 
call.Prefbyterian, for that-was the Mother of all, and, in that Time, won- 
derfully::prolific; whereof. the’ Progéhy* are of no fmall Account ‘in’ the 
Atbeifticat: Stock :of this: Age" While the Prefbyterians fir arrogated. to 


His Parentile 
Education and: 
Preferment, 


themfelvesto be the: eftablifhed “National Charch, they (ainong the reft) 
comprifed thefe Dippers-who, like others, firft fevered from their Mother, . 


under the Notion of Independants; and how, like a viperous Brood, they. 


behaved themfelves, the Author + inthe Margin will tell. It is not impro- - 


bable, but this was the Oates that followed Colonel Pride who was a de- 


clared Independant, that is (as the early Notion was) a Diffenter from the 


Prefbyterians, which was Saintfhip enough in thofe primitive Times of 
Hypocrify. And fome have thought -that, after the Reftauration, Oates’s 
Father, whether he had been Pride’s Parochus, or not, was a ‘notable 
Boutefeu in the Northern Rebellion againft King Charles II. || His Wife, 
the Mother of our Oates, when fhe was with Child of him, faid, She was 
with Child of the Devil; if the Aythor did not miftake ‘Of for By. In 
1664, the Youth came a Free Scholar to Merchant-Taylors School, under 
Mr. Smith, the Mafter; and the firft of his Pranks, there, was cheating 
his Mafter of. his Entrancemoney. He was, at length, fent by his Father 
to St. Fobn’s College in Cambridge, and the old Man enquired for an Ar- 
minian Tutor for him; thinking, perhaps, that the Arminians then were 
to become as odious, as the Papifts were in 1640. The young Man got 
into Orders, and was recommended to be the Duke of Norfolk’s Chaplain ; 
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and he prefented him to the Vicarage of Bodébing in Kent, and, as tn other 
Places, fo there he preached for Popery. ae 

CLIV. The Bifhop took Notice of his Diforders, and filenced him. 
Many Crimes were laid to his Charge, and fome of the low Orger of 
Thieving; for his Neighbour’s Pigs and Hens ufed to be his Prife,:;when 
he could catch them. The Duke of Norfolk, at laft, took away his Fagulty, 
that is (as I fuppofe the Author means) his Qualification as Chaplain, Ane 
this, he began to rail at the Church of England, and to infinuate among 
the Roman Catholics, He preached at Iflington againtt Calvin, and called 
him Yack. Then, defiring to be a Convert, he was reconciled to the 
Church of Rome: So he difgowned and put on a Sword, The Sefuits 
fent him into Spain; but their Friends were foon weary of him, and fent 
him back, as Wood not fit to make a Ye/uit on. He prevailed with White- 
bread to fend him to St.Omer’s School. He came from thence in 1678, and, 
fkulking in a Lay Habit, was, or feemed fo poor, though in the Qualms 
of the breeding his Plot, that his Acquaintance thought it a Kindnefs to 
give him to eat. And, while he was, as he teftified, bufy in faving the 

ing’s Life, he could difpute learnedly againft his Authority, upon the foolith 
Republican Conceit that he was one of the three Eftates coordinate with 
the reft, Now any one, that reflects on this Walk, will fee plainly that he 
entered among the Papifts, only to get Information of Perfons and Parti- 
culars, with fuch Secrets as he could {py out; that, being magazined up in 
a Diary, might ferve for Materials, as, with good Artifts difpofing, might 
ferve to build up his Plot, which, at this his coming over, was upon the 
Launch. 

CLV. He laid Traps for his old Friend and Schoolmafter, Mr. Smith, 
but they did not take. He fwore falfe againft him in the Houfe of Lords, 
juft enough (not to hang, but) to get him into Prifon, upon a Defign to 
make a Plot-Witnefs of him, The poor Man was to expect no Fa- 
vour, but upon Terms to become an honeft Man, as it was called. He 
reports, that, when Godfrey was found, and it was {aid the Papifts murdered 
him, he faid, “ He did not believe a Word of it, but that bis Plot had come 
“* to nothing without it. It made well for me, faid he, I believe the Council 
“ would have taken no farther Notice of me, if he had not been Sound. 
«© He was a cowardly Rafcal; for, when I went with my Depofition to him, 
« he wasfo frighted, that, I believe he be---t himfelf, for there was fuch a 
«* Stink I could hardly ftay in the Room.” The Writer adds; that two 
Men prevailed on Oates, as he faid, to fwear what they could fay againtt 
him (Mr. Smith) becaufe Oates was a Man of more Authority than they. 
And fo he was taken up and brought to the Bar of the Houfe of Lords. 
The Words, thefe two Men told him, were, among others, that Smith, re- 
fufing the King’s Health, faid that be wifhed he had his Majefty’s B-tt-chs 
in a cleft Stick, Impudent Wretch! the King fmiled, and faid, He believed 
that Man would not refufe to drink bis Upaith 
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CLV. Mr, Smith relates farther, that Oates’s Mother came to fee him 
sin his Greatnefs, and told of her Dream, and the hard Pangs fhe had to 
bring him forth ; and that fhe did not like the Way he was in. That, in 
Difcogrfe -with Bedloe and Prance, a Pair of Witnefles, about Godfrey, 
Oazes{ laughed at the Bufinefs, and faid, “ Here is Bedloe, that knew no 
«© mare of the Matter of the Murder than you or I did; but he got the 
- © 3602, and that did his Work: And he gave this Blockhead (Prance) but 
« 301, of it. He picked him up in the Lobby of the Houfe of Lords, and 
“ took him for a Loggerhead fit for the Purpofe.’ And to fhew that 
Oates was a Tool, made ufe of for undermining Monarchy, Mr, Smith 
fets down the Principles he ufed to maintain, viz. “ That the Supreme 
« Power was in the People; that the King was but their Steward and Ser- 
« vant; that the People had Power to depofe him, and fet up another when 
« they pleafed; that the King was as deep in the Plot, and as arranta Pa- 
« pift as his Brother; that he (the King) had fuborned Witneffes to ftifle 
“ the Plot, and to throw it upon the Proteffants.’” One would think 
H-----y and this Oates came out of the fame School. Mr. Smith hath re- 
lated many Paffages I do not tranfcribe here; but fone are fo pertinent to 
the Charaéter of Oates, I cannot pafs them by. When he was well lodged 
at Whitehall, penfioned, and circumftipated with his Guards, to make 
good the Catalogue of his Vices, a Fit of Pride came over him, I mentioned 
before; the Dogtorate, and reverend Habits of a dignified Clergyman. But 
note, it is a perpetual Recommendation of hereditary Honour, that every 
Scrub, who gets to be rich, immediately enquires into his Extra, and 
then, and not before, he affects to be of an illuftrious Family. So this 
Oates would needs be defcended of fome ancient and worfhipful Stock ; 
but there were not fo many noble Families ftrove for him, as there were 
Cities ftrove for the Parentele of Homer. However, the Heralds were fent 
for, to make out his Pedigree, and give him a Blazon, They were pofed 
at the firft of thefe ; but they made good the Blazon for him in a Trice, and 
delivered it authenticamente: And it was engraved on his Table, and other 
Plate ; for he was rich, fet up for a folemn Houfekeeper, and lived up to 
his Quality, And, as he had a learned Counfel, with his Bar-Gown, at his 
Elbow, fo alfo one Dr. ‘ones, no lefs learned and well qualified in his Way, 
was honoured with the Care of his Health, under the Character‘of his Phy- 
fician, And he valued himfelf, in Reputation, much upon his. Preferment, 
as an hopeful, if not certain, Means to be renounced in Practice, Such Ad- 
vantages flow from Attendances upon great Quality! 

CLVII. The beft of his Company were the Defperados of the Faction, as 
Aaron Smith, Fergufon, Weft, Goodenough, Colledge, and Rumbold; with 
others of that Lift, of whom we may hear more afterwards. Whence, 
by way of Corollary, we may infer that all the Plots, I may fay Diftur- 
bances of the Public, in King Charles the Second’s Reign, came out of the 
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fame Shop. He turned Swordman again, forthe Oxford Expeditiont, down 
to Colledge’s Trial ; but I let that alone till I meet him there, Hi com- 
mon Converfation was larded with leud Oaths, Blafphemy, Saucy, \Athe- 
iftical, and every Way offenfive Difcourfe. He delighted in Occafionss fuch 
as repeating after others, to mouth out blafphemous Speeches. Thera is a 
Touch or two of it in Colledge’s Trial, which will keep cold. He pubwithed 
Books, fo compleatly vile in Manner and Language, fwoln with Evhot- 
both Sorts, and difcharged on almoft all his Betters (for he fpares but few) 
as none but he could be the Author of, and whereout Inftances (to prevent 
the Difgrace to human Kind for owning fuch a Monfter) are not fit to be 
taken and related; fo who will, for me, may rake in fuch Merda. He 
was of that Atheiftical Society, now known by the Title of Freethinkers ; 
which .he.could not hold difcovering in the forenamed Trial, to which I 
refer, A ftrong Gufto he had to any Thing antichriftian, and ufed to ho- 
nour St. Athanafius with the Title of Creedmaking Rafcal. He was foully 
belied, .if his Lodgings and Praétices were not infamous beyond the Stews; 
and the accufing him of Sodomy was the Subjeét-matter of a tham Plot ; 
of which more in fit Place, if any be fit for fuch Naftinefs, It was unlucky 
at leaft, if fuch a Subject had been chofen without fome Truth in it, for 
how elfe could it have been made a Snare ? 

CLVIII. After the Heat of Swearing was over, the King reduced his 
Penfion to 6001. per Annum, which was great Trouble to his Spirit: But 
he could do no more Service, and lefs Pay would ferve; and it was the 
Confideration of whofe Favourite he was, and not’ any Value for his Per- 
fon, that referved him that. In the next Reign his Fortunes were reverfed ; 
for being, at a folemn Trial, convid of Perjury, he was adjudged to Whip- 
ping from Newgate to Tyburn, and to be repeated annually, and, in the 
mean Time, kept a Prifoner. And, at that Time, confined as he was, 
without Penfion or Eftate, he lived in all the Plenty and Luxury, as be- 
fore at Whitehall : And, as Mr. Smith fays, it was by Contributions of the 
Godly; though moft thought fome ungodlier Purfes, than theirs whom he 
means, were concerned. Carus erit qui poteft accufare. After the Revo- 
lution, he was redintegrated at Court, and admitted to a Penfion of 4001, 
per Annum, at which he was very wrath; for Charles gave him 600/. and 
Sure, faid he, Wilkam will give me more. He fought, by A@ of Parlia- 
ment, to have his Judgment for Perjury reverfed; but he could never ob- 
tain a {wearing Capacity again: Simple Pardons muft content him. The 
Earl of Dandy (then Leeds) knew the Danger of that, and would indeed 
have his Sentence reverfed; that is, having been whipt from Newgate to 
Tyburn, he fhould be whipt back from Tyburn to Newgate. The Power . 
of Swearing, in fome, is formidable to great and fmall; and his Lordthip was 
within Ams-ace of being put in the Plot for Godfrey's Murder. And one 
Reafon, why that Point was chofen to be put upon him, was faid to be, 
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-.becauff the Cafe of Murder was not in his Lordthip’s Pardon. All thefe 
; Patt ‘thew that Oates was well underftood, and never the lefs fo for be~ 
ing vell paid. It was obfervable of Oates, that, while he had his Liberty, 
as ining Charles's Time, and King William's, efpecially the latter, he never 
failecito give his Attendance in the Court of Requefts and the Lobbies, to 
folicije hard in all Points, under Deliberation, that might terminate in the 
Prefadice of the Church, Crown, or of any Gentlemen of the Loyal or 

urchof England Party. And it was not often, if ever, he was feen there, 
but upon fome fuch Occafion, and when he might thew his Conftancy, 
by zealous abetting on the ill natured faGtious Side: So that he was looked 


upon as a Screech Owl, ever boding Mitchief. And, if the Loyal Party, in> 


that Age, was vindicated, it lay much in that Man’s evil Will; becaufe all 
Ads of good Nature or Friendthip, from him, were an indelible Stain on 

om. they fell. He was never feen to hold Dialogues with any but the 
ranke{t Party Men, unlefs it were to rafcal them over, as he would libe- 
rally betlow if he fo thought fit, which was not feldom. So that he was 
a literal Tool of a Party; for indeed all elfe avoided the Air of him, as of 
a Stench from Hell. 


CLIX. He was a low Man, of an ill Cut, very fhort Neck; and his 


Vifage and Features were moft particular. His Mouth was the Center of } 


Ahis Face; and a Compafs there would fweep his Nofe, Forehead and Chin 
within the Perimeter. Cave quos ipfe Deus notavit. ‘In a Word, he was 
a moft confummate Cheat, Blafphemer, vicious, perjured, impudent and 

: fawcy, foul-mouth’d Wretch; and were it not for the Truth of Hiftory, and 
the great Emotions in the Public he was the Caufe of,. not fit (fo little de- 
ferving) to be remembered: And concerning whom the Unhappinels is, 
that Truth cannot be wrote without a Semblance of Malice; fince it is hard 
to think any Mortal, at leaft one that partook of fo much public Counte- 
nance, not to fay Encouragement, as he had, could be really fo bad as he 
was, And, what is worfe, that Age cannot have its true Charaéter, with- 
out a true Character of him, who was the permitted Inftrumient of thofe 
(atherwife) unaccountable Turns, or, in our Author’s Language, Crifes of 
Politics, as depended on him, But now, confidering the Memory of him, 
and of his Aéts and Monuments, is almoft worn out of the Land of the 
Living, we may make Amends for the Tongue-tied Reftraint impofed on us 
at that Time, by a Profufion of thofe Truths, which I well remember 
were frightful to dream of, fleeping, or even to think of, waking. 

CLX. But now to draw towards a Conclufion, which I intend fhall’be pur- 
“fuant to my early Defign ; and that is the Vindication of the Honour of King 
Charles 1, againft the foul Traducer of him, the Hiforian here before 
us. And, for that Purpofe, I fhall beftow a few Words concerning his 
Majefty’s Conduét in the Procefs of this pretended Plot; which was not 
more extraordinary in the Courfe, ay profperous in the Event of it: 
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But I muft remember again what I touched before, which is, that th; Nicety 
of the Contrivance lay in this, that the King could not poffibly bhilieye 
Word of it, and, on the other Side, that the People fhould believi) it all, 
For the firft, it was needful that.Nonfenfe and Impoffibility fhould fvare his 
Majefty in the Face. But how doth that {quare with the other? Oh, back 
the Belief with a Party, and, to fupport that, draw in the Fools ang, Non- 
thinkers with fome tremendous Incidents, and then they will think\ pee 
lieve, or do any Thing: And fuftain them with Inculcations, that the 
Non-believers are in a Plot to ftifle the other Plot. This was the Prepara- 
tion for the Parliament, at the Opening of which, the Scene was to open, 
and the Play to begin. And what a Rage it carried, is not now to be re- 
lated; but, poffibly, that might thew the King what was his Intereft, and 
the fafeft Courfe to deal with it, Whereas, had the Compofition been more’ 
plaufible, and the Procefs more moderate, the King might have i pa 
beft to have endeavoured, by his Authority, to have cruthed it, Itei$ ever 
obfervable, that thofe, who play at Governments, like Projectors,<dfe always 
in Hafte, and leaft bear the flow Motions the Nature of Things require; 
which not feldom is a Caufe that many a falfe Fire, as this Plot (after 
having burnt fome few that ftood in the Way) went off all at once ix 


Sumo faetente. It wasthe main Thing the Plotters defired, that the King 


fhould fet his Face againft them; for on that they had calculated a Rup- 
ture with the Parliament, or, what was little fhort of it, fo great Advan- 
tage given to the Country Party, as they might have been able to have hin- 
dered all the King’s Bufinefs, which was very preffing at that Time, and 
particularly Money for difbanding the Army, which, now the Affair of 
Flanders was over, was ufelefs and burthenfome, While it ftood, it made 
a Feint of Forty one; for it had forced the King upon the greateft Ne- 
eeffity, which they concluded muft every Way ruin him; that is, if he 
broke with the Parliament, then by Means of the Army; if he agreed, 
then by Strefs of hard Conditions, which were to advance under the 
Colours of the Bill of Exclufion. And I think yet that if a better Sort of 
Men, than thofe called the Country Party, meerly fo taken, had not been 
afraid of the Army, and, with Help of the Plot, or any other Means, 
defired to get rid of it, the King never had had fo much Trouble, But, 
on the other Side, if the more defperate Politicians had had their Wills, and 
no Money had been given on any Account, they had given the Government 
a terrible Shake; for the Confequences had been Breach with the Parliament, 
high Difcontents, andthe Army itfelf not fafe from joining on the popular 
Side. It is almoft impoffible to keep Englifh Forces from being affeéted 
with the National Prejudices. Nothing could hurt the King but Ne- 
ceflity, and, under a Neceffity, he could fcarce not be undone: For that 
eaufes unjuftifiable Steps, and thofe are managed to increafe Difcontents, 
which, without rendering almoft at Difcretion, tends to.a general Defection, 
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and Difolution of the Government. That this was the factious Project, 
wag agparent by all their Methods before; but more eminently after the 
Lord fbaft/bury took the Regiment into his Hands: And, after many Arts 
and Attempts failing, this Plot comes forward, charged and primed for the 
fame Ends, But I may dilate more of thefe politic Crifes afterwards. 

ees The King muft needs obferve that the Church of England and 


Tefal Party, of whom the chief all over Exgland. he knew perfonally, at } 


his Incerett 
appeared by 
his Conduct, 


the firft opening of the Plot, joined inthe Cry. He knew alfo that he had 
no Intereft, he could fafely rely on, but them; and withal, that, whatever 
others did, they meant him no Harm, but were deceived by their Fears of 
Popery and the Army. And he judged, that, if he gave them their full 
and entire Satisfaction in thofe Points, they affuredly would be all with him 
saa Man, whatever elfe might happen to them. And this was the Forti- 
fication the Faction, in his Reign, laboured fo hard, by defaming him and 
lying, “blow up. The King’s Way was to let the Fury and Rage of the 
Plot have its full Swing, without his interpofing to protect, or favour, any 
Perfons that were drawn under Queftion; for that Courfe would foon open 
the Eyes of his well meaning Friends, and make the reft weary. “A Man, 
that hath a reftiff Horfe, lets him run his Career in foul Ground till he 
has enough, The King gave little Umbrage to think he defigned to keep 
up the Army, although his Enemies faid otherwife of him: And.he did no 
Adts of Favour to the Popith Party in general, but the Laws had their 





Courfe, and yielded to every Thing the Commons afked concerning them. . 


He left his Minifters (who were talked high againft) to defend themfelves, 
and be juftified in Parliament, as they might, without his interpofing, openly, 
to protect them. Only, as a little before, I fhould have excepted the 
Queen, whom the King fcreened, and had great Honour and Applaufe for 
it; and here the Earl of Danby, who had a Pardon, but that was upon 
particular Reafon of State, as may be touched elfewhere. And, in general, 
the King publicly declared, that the Law fhould be the Rule of his Go- 
vernment ; and accordingly he left the Judges to adminifter, according to 
their Oaths, without Diftin@ion; nor would be brought to do any Thing 
to ftop the Law againft Sectaries, which nettled the Fa¢tion, as appears by 
diverfe Tranfactions made public. 

CLXII. But all the While that his Majefty gave Way thus to the full 


Swing and Current of the Plot, and the Courfe it took in the Courts of i: 
Law, he kept the Reins of his Authority tight in his Hand, and would 
not quit an Lota of his legal Power or Prerogative; nor fuffer himfelf to 


be durprifed by Chains to be clapped over him. Of which it is a memorable 
Infance, that when Fears were at full Spring Tide, and all People talked 
of Maffacres, and it was in every one’s Mouth, the King was not fafe a 
Moment; a Bill pafled the two Houfes of Parliament, to raife and continue 
the Militia, all pver England, for Seventy-two Days. The King rejected it, 
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: ce hi Nicety 
and fent a Meflage, that he would agree to any. Bill for fettling Mee 
tia, which left the Difmiffion of them in bis Power; but no othe it all, 
was promoted on that. Head, So he was pofitive not to do any Thilare his 
fectedly, to the Ditherifon of his Brother, or Delivery up of his fa, back 
Servants, becaufe it was afked: Of which the Duke of Lauderdale YW, Non- 
Inftance; for he had been addreffed againft, to be turned out, diverfe Th 
but the King knew better, and would not part with him, As, on the one 
Side, he would not yield to feclude his Brother; fo, on the other, to give 
Satisfaction touching his Popery, and for fecuring the Proteftant Religion — 
after him, he offered Qualifications of the Regal Power, adapted to the 
Cafe of his Brother’s Succeflion, which moft thought went too far, to con- 
fift with the Monarchy. But the Refufal prevented all thofe Inconveniences; 
and, perhaps, other Expedients, nearer to what happened, were then thougk¢ 
of. The King went fo far in his Complaifances, that, in the Matters of 
the Plot, he did not gainfay any of the Forms; but his Languageewas to 
the Parliament, as theirs to him, againft Popery, and for Di covery of 
the Plot. And that the ftanding Topic of evil Counfellors might lofe its 
Force (for it feems the King bimfelf, faid his Enemies, was as good as 
could be, but thefe fame evil Counjellors fpoiled all; alackh! if be did but 
bear good Counfel once ) his Majefty reformed his Council, and let 
diverfe of the forwardeft of the Complainers in; where they fat till they 
were weary, as was fhewed, and then they left the King to fhift for him- 
felf with his true Friends, who were more fo by much than ever they were. 
before. 

CLXUTL The King had very good Counfel in the firft Letting the Plot 
into the Parliament; for it was plain, by the Hold it had taken with the 
People, that, however fome thought they might play with it, yet, in the: 
End, it was alfo plain they could not eafily get rid of it. And,. fince it 
would certainly find the Way into the Houfes, for whom it was originally 
defigned, it was thought fit’ the King himfelf thould ‘mention it; thereby 
fhewing a Confidence in his Loyal Parliament, rather than have them take it 
up with worfe Confequences. And there was an excellent Temper in the 
Doing of it, which falved the King’s Honour and Juttice: For, in his 
Speech, he took Notice of 4 Plot of the Fefuits, which he would Leave to 
Law, giving no Opinion left he thould fay too little, or too much. It. 
was ealy to difcern his Opinion; which made his Enemies without Doors 
labour, and they prevailed, to blowup the Plot in all Excefs, and to have it 
urged upon him by all the Ways they could invent: But the King’s Manage- 
ment turned all the Venom of it back upon themfelves, and, as they fay, 
broke the Egg in their Pockets; for fo the Event demonftrated. Thofe at 
Court, who thought it might have been kept out of the Parliament, 
were profly miftaken ; and, confidering that then it was impoflible, with- 
out.the greateft Convulfions, to check it, the Wit of Man could not have 
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and Diput a Conduct more a propos in that Conjuncture, than what the King 
wae a For it fruftratediand confounded the whole Nation of Plot-mongers. 
Lord £his Policy was of that exquifite Quality, that it could not well be 
and Afted: in the Way of Counfel, at leaft not without the greateft Privacy 


229 


C/Mfition, joined with a good. Senfe ; which few thought he could carry: 


"ein but feemed to depend entirely on the King’s temporifing: 


tifough with that Precaution and Steddinefs-as. he did; which- makes me 
think, that, however he might: be-affifted in-the Forms, the Plan of the 
Proceeding was wholly his own. 


CLXIV, It remains only to. add a Word or twe: of Anfwer to a:Cavil-of The Refte- 


the faCtious Party, which the Author, in this and other like Cafés, often 
harps upon; thinking it will reflect much upon the King’s Honour, as if 
had fhewed himfelf a falfe and perfidious Man. And it is for letting 
aw run againft certain Papifts, upon Accufations which he knew to 
. wherein he muft act, or rather forbear to act, againit his Con- 
fcience; “and that, having Power by Law, he ought to have interpofed it 
for faving the Lives of innocent Men: For he that faves not, when he may, 
deftroys. Now, befides the Difingenuity of this (for whofe Work was the 
Plot?) it may be anfwered, that, although the King hath a Power to con- 
troul the Sentence of the Law, upon: Procefs criminal inftruéted in his 
Name, as by Indi€tment or Informations,. it doth not appear he is bound to 
obferve every Cafe.” If he is bound:to:extend his, Power of Mercy in fome 
Cafes, he is bound’ to hedr- aldj aged all: Parties, Fiiends, Profecutors, &c. 
in Order to be rightly informed when there is Reafon, and .when not ; 
which is impracticable: And to let any innocent Perfons fuffer for Want of 
his Application, that is not trying all Mens Cafes himfelf, may be faid to 
be as bad as if, when by Accident. it falls in his Way to believe any Perfon, 
on whom the Law hath paffed, to be innocent, he fhall let Execution 
be done thereupon.. Therefore the Power of Non Prof. or Pardon, is per- 
fectly arbitrary, and not judicial, and extended merely ex Gratia, requiring 
no Form nor Figure of fuftice, nor the Calling any Perfons to be heard 
thereupon. It is abfolutely in his Majefty’s Will and Pleafure (whatever 
his private Regards may be) to extend fuch Prerogative. Mercy may be 
impolitic, but very feldom a Sin, as Severity often is. I offer this as a 
Lawyer, and not as a Caluift, I know that many affe&t Rigors, and will 
apply them in all Cafes, but of themfelves and their Partifans: And fuch 
- [have heard argue feverely againft the good King on this Account. But, 
whether Confcience goes fo far or not, I will not determine, but am fure 
that Governors feldom regard fuch Niceties againft the Intereft of their 
Power. But let us fappofe the King, in that Apathy, had not acted the 
Saint, 1 am fure he acted the good King much more effectually than he 
had done the other Way. For of two Evils he chofe the leaft; a known 
1 Tye me or other being neceflarv, and the Confequences, for Mag- 






_ tion on the 
King, for let- 
ting the Law 
run, anfwered. 


230 


EXAMEN, Pay 


nitude, not comparable: For, by ftopping the Law, he might have\; Mijie 
Advantage to Sedition, and thereby let in a Deluge of Civil War, the, Bill 
of Evils, which would have deftroyed, not Twelve, but innumerable g afs 
and Families, All which Mifchief, by that acquiefcent Behaviour of thful 
ag 1 verily belicve (his own Security alfo weighed in the Scale) wias an 
his Majeity intended to be, and really was, accordingly prevented. “Nes. | 
inftead of having a Scandal charged on his Memory, by a falfe wit 
here, for letting fo many, regularly condemned, fuffer, whom he knew to 
be innocent, he ought to have had Trophies ereéted to his Honour; fuch 
having been the moft politic and fortunate, as well as the beft natured 
AGion of his whole Government, 
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GHAP W. 
Of diverfe myfieriuus Tranfattions, called Sham-plots, 


L T may be expected, that, before we enter upon the Subject Matter, Criticifn of 
I this Term of Art, Sham-plot, fhould be decyphered. "The Word, the Wort 
Sham, is true Cant of the Newmarket Breed, It is contra@ed of ©?" >": 
afhamed, The native Signification is a Town Lady of Diverfion, in Coun- 

try Maid’s Cloaths, who, to make good her Difguife, pretends to be fo 
Joam'd ! Thence it became proverbial, when a maimed Lover was laid up, 

or looked meager, to fay he had met with a Sham. But what is this to Plots? 

The noble Captain Dangerfield, being an Artift in all Sorts of Land Piracy, 
tranilated this Word, out of the Language of his Society, to a new Em- 
ployment he had taken up of falfe Plotting. And as, with them, it ordi- 

narily fignifies any falfe or counterfeit Thing, fo, annex’d to a Plot, it 

means one that is fictitious and untrue; and, being fo applied in his va- 

rious Writings, and fworn Depofitions, of which we fhall have much to 
chierve, it is adopted into the Engli/b Language. But, that we may not 

fall Short in oar Criticifm, I muft note that the Meaning is not fimply a 

fale Plot; but the Word implies fomewhat of Trapan, joined with it. 

For the grand Plot of Qates was as falfe asany other can pretend to be; and, 
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although it had a Sham-plot, like Jackall on Lyon, to attend it, ye: itfelf - 


was no Sham-plot ; becaufe all the Bufinefs was difpatched by pute and 
direct {wearing, under which the Accufed were paffive, and concernel} ofly 
in making the beft Defence they could. But, when it happens that thie Ac- 
cafed are drawn in to entangle, or to make Evidence againft them; <¢lves, 
or to accufe others falfely, though there be {wearing enough into thé Bar- 


gain, that is property a Sham-plot. Of which Sort I thall thew divixfe, 


but, confidering the Artificer, none more exquifite than that of the afore- 
faid Captain. 

II. I fhall next remark a little of the Behaviour of our Author, with 
Refpect to thefe Sham-plots. “1 was once almoft tempted to have made 
but one Step from the Plot of Oates, to that of the Rye; which two are, 
in Kind, fo contrariant to each other, as would have admirably fet them 
both.off. But I found the Author had wrought hard upon a certain Sharf= 
plot, known by the Addition of Fitzharris. This put a Rub in the Way; 
and then I confidered there were feveral other Sham-plots, intermediate be- 


‘tween Oates and the Rye, which deferve a Place in a Compleat Hiftery, 


as well as that of Fitzbarris: .And they would rife up in Judgment againtt 
me if I fhould flight-them; fo numerous and remarkable were they! Nor, 


-withaut aDifplay of them, could I do Right to the Author with Refpect 


to his abominable Suppreffions and Abufes; nor to Pofterity whom he 
he has endeavoured, quantum in J’, to rob and cheat of their Right to 
fuch important Truths, But he thews himéelf conftant to his Principles ; 
for if, by any Means, Matters are pervertible to Slander on the Government, 
then he lays them open at full Length, not without indicatory. Reflections in 
Text or Margin (for that often ferves the Turn) left any Grain of Ca- 
lumny fhould run waft. But if they look black and livid on the fai- 
ous ‘Side, and the Jeaft candid on-the Part of #he-Governmiit, if he can- 
not avoid fome mention of them, he pares-away all that‘the-can, and then 
ferves up:the.reft dadbed over with his nafty Fucus; otherwife, as in Cafe 
‘of thele Shem-plots, +he makes béld to drop them whole into Oblivion, So 


 for'the fameiReafon, why formerly the trufted us-only with the Name and 


Title of Oates’s Phot, and fupprefied:-al] the reft; now he fuppreffeth en- 
tirely both Name and Thing, It is a Favour truly, if he fets down any 


- Matter that is not charged with Slander; for why fuch Waft of Paper, 


Conflrained to 
mention fome, 
why, and 
how. 


Tuk, and precious Pains, wholly extra to his Defign? 

JIE, He was forced to take Notice of Fitzbarris’s Plot, becaufe it was 
critical ‘to the Oxford Parliament ; and {0 alfo of the Rye Plot, becaufe 
that was no lefs (but in another Way) critical to the Monarchy and State 
of England, which was thereupon changed, from a defperate Polemic War 
with a perverfe Faction, (his Clients) to a Condition of perfect Tranquil- 
lity and. Security againft them and their continual Infults, And a due No- 
tice.of thefe two Confpiracies being egregioully preferved upon Record, 
and in many folemn Prints, how could he pafs them by? Fherefore, fince 


\Cuart IV. EXAMEN. 


they nuit come forth, he takes his other Method with them, falls firft to 
paging and pruning away Superfluities, and then to daubing and befmearing 
what fis left. Fitzbarris’s Plot was founded upon a Libel calculated to 
ftir up actual Rebellion. This the Author, as his Party before him had done, 
dreffes, and then retorts upon the King, as made by his Order, for wicked 
Ends‘of his own, to deftroy the true Proteftant Patriots; and, as far as in 
ip! lies, converts the whole into Libel of his own making, in Nature, 
worfe than even that ftyled Fitzharris’s, fo much as knavith Infinuations 
are worfe than open Railing. And, as for the Rye, it will appear how he 
labours and fweats to extenuate on the Treafon Side, and to aggravate 
againft the Government. The Scope, of which Sort of Oratory, is to thew 
that the Juftice of the Law was Tyranny, and the Punifhment of State 
.Malefaétors, Martyrdoms. . ; 
“SIV. But what is become of the reft of our minor Plots of the Sham? 
Wesmay hue and cry all over his Book, and hear no Tidings of them, 
There 18yindeed, the Word Meal Tub, that lies lurking in the midft of another 
Reign, two Removes forwards, which I fhall bring forth, and make An- 
fwer for itfelf, and give an Account what Bufinefs it has there. If the 
Author would come off his Concealments, and pretend they were frivolous 
Matters, not worthy of a Place in fuch a ftately Hiftory, I oppofe him 
with numerous Votes, Informations, Trials, and Examinations of them 
printed, and that by ruling Authority in thofe Times. If fo much was 
done, by public Warrant, for a noverint univerfi upon thefe Tranfactions ; 
why this Author, in the Depth of his private Judgment, fhould fhuffle 
them out of the Way, and condemn them to utter Oblivion, I cannot com- 
prehend. But now, to conclude his Condu&t with a Difplay of his whole 
Scheme, whereby his perpetual Libel will be feen through, I note; 

V, Firft, that he wrought upon thegApproaches to Oates’s Plot, with 
notable Difpofition and Climaétery, often calling before he came at it. And 
then he mounted up the Maulkin to be viewed round, though nothing was 
to be feen or underftood of it from him, more than of a fcare Crow, that 
is the Rags and Trumpery it was garnifhed with; fuch as Popith, Hor- 
rible, Damnable, Execrable, &c, with the Train of Papifts, Affeéteds, Ad- 
herents, Interefts, Ridiculers and Stiflers, all breathing Deftruétion to Re- 
ligion, Liberty, and Property. And fo he marches on with his Idol, re- 
folving nothing fhall ftop him and it; ftrides over all our Plots of the 
auxiliary Band ; makes a very Lacquey of Fitzbarris, whofe Plot was to 
be only a Continuando of that which he held forth. But then, coming 
up to the Rye, he meets with Difficulties next to infuperable. So then he 
drops his mam:mamouchi Outfide of Oafes’s Plot in the dark, no more to 
be heard of in that Reign, and condefcends to give a moderate, but very 
artificial and crafty, Account of that truly execrable Confpiracy ; and, with 
like rhetorical Contrivance, and treacherous Gradations, as before he ex- 
altcd the otheg, he now deprefieth this, and brings it down to the meagre 
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Charaéter of being only a few Meafures to preferve Religion and Pxoperty, ° 
And, leaft any Perfons fhould incline to believe public Declarations, ‘rials, 
and Confeffions, he thews plainly that it was only Zeal for Religion! made 
Men criminal, and, the Government being turned Papiit, the Law: wés be- 
come Tyrant, And at this Rate he works, to cover the real Truth of the 
Proceedings of thofe Times, and, in their Room, fets up meer Invertions 
and Commentations of Faction. All which I have pre-obferved here, fagt._ 
when I come to the Matters of Faét, I. may be lefs interrupted with im- 
portunate Digreftions, to remark his difingenuous and intolerable. Prevari- 
cations, 

VI. So much for the Author ; and, whether this general Account of him,. 
on this Occafion, be miftaken, or. injurious, or not, the Sequel muft de-. 
clare. Next we proceed to give alfo a general Account of thefe Sham-. 
Plots, the Genefis, and Nature of them. As for the former, and their Be= 
ginning, it is co-eval with the grand Plot of Oates: We.mutft copfider 
that good Fencers teach the Parree as well as the Thruft,. and Wreftiers the 
Stop, as well as the Play. Even fo the Crafts-mafters of that Flot, from 
the very firft Scizzi of the Defign, confidered which Way the Oppofition 
muft come, and accordingly inftruéted a Co-Pilot, as.an Outwork, to keep. 
the Enemy at a Diftance.. For though the Fortrefs was ftrong, yet it was 
not, like Truth, impregnable ;, therefore there. was need of Flankers againft- 
the great and {mall Shot that were. like to fly by Way of Objection. They, 
knowing their Plot to be. falfe, concluded moft fanely that the Perfons; to. 
be accufed, muft,, for their own Shares, know it alfo, and would loudly: 
declare it; and, for that, and other Reafons, diverfe People, whom they fain 
would hold tight to the good Work, might prove flack of Belief, and 
others fiercely oppofe them. It was therefore given out that it was a. 
Branch of the main Plot, carried en againft the King’s. Life and the Pro- 
teftant Religion, to have all Difcévery difbelieved, and.that People fhoulde 
think .Oates’s Information was a Trick of the Fanatics, to raife.a Rebellion,. 
And this they called a Defign to ftifle the Plot, and to turn it upon Pro- 
teftants.. And. whatever happened towards the detecting of Oares, and. 
his Colleagues, was a Piece of this Defign, viz. to turn the Plot upon Pro-- 
teftants, And fo far it was impoffible, by any Difcourfe, to make the leaft 
Impreffion ; for it was moft readily anfwered, Ay, it 1s a- Part of the. 
Plot to diferedit it; fo as it might Mill go on, and have Effet. And. 
this Method put the Con-Arguers and Objetors ftraight into the Midft. of. 
the Plot, and filenced many who confidered what.a dangerous Thing it. 
was. ludere cum fanéiis, And, upon. this Scheme, Abundance. of Shams 
came forth upon the Stage; of. which Ifhall particularly take up only the 
more eminent. , There was almoft.every. Day one Flam or other produced, 
of which the beft. Account will be found in a little Book, which entitles 
itfelf, Fae Fournal of the Houfe.of Lords, where they were examined, . or 
reported from Committees. And,.if that Book be a true Copy of the Jour- 
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nal, tere cannot be a better Account given of thofe Kind of leffer Matters 
than i to be had there; and accordingly, as to them, it ftands referred. 

V¥i, So, to return to the primary Sham-Plot, it is to be remembered, The Original 

that Oates was no fooner entered, but the Trade began. For we had, firft, of turning tie 
Whifpers of a dangerous Plot of the Papifts difcovered, but they intended Hes open ne 
to cerry it on, and to ftifle the Difcovery, and to fuborn Witnefles to {wear ; 
afalle’ Plot upon the Prefbyterians, to cover a true one of their own. 
Then, after the Difcovery prevailed and flamed out, all the Difcourfe, of 
the Coffee-Houfes and Clubs, was of the Endeavours of the Papifts to 
ftifle the Plot, and fet up a Fanatic one. And, the Witneffes (for a Pro- 
te€tion) being ftyled the King’s Evidence nothing was fo criminal as 
difparaging the King’s Evidence, and arraigning the Juftice of the Nation. 
With fuch Weapons, as thefe, Darknefs fought againft Light, and deprived 
People of all Freedom of Speech ; as, in the former Part, is fully defcribed. 
Nov. I muft needs here, though a little early, fhew a Pair of Symptoms 
which, laid together, demonftrate an exquifite Piece of Art in the Con- 
trivance of the Sham Part of this Plot, Firft, that the Cry of it was 
againft the Papifts, as we all knew full well, but the Defign was really 
againft the Court, and alfo to work it by degrees off from the Papifts to 
them, which foon became very apparent, Then next, in Order to this, 
and to make the Court unpopular and fufceptible of this Change, as well 
as the People averfe to all DeteGtions of the Cheat, they reverfed the Cant, 
and talked of Nothing but the Court turning the Plot upon the Proteftanté: 
Which could never have come in their Heads to counterfeit, if they had not 
had there, aforehand, a real Policy of their own contrived the clean con- 
trary Way, that is, turning the Popifh Plot upon the Court; and fo the Mo- 
ther looked in the Oven for her Daughter. And we find the fame ofdina~ 
rily fall out in leffer Concerns; for the wickedeft Dealers are the firft that 
call Knave, and the verieft Strampet has always the Title of her Trade at 
her Tongue’s End. 

VU. But this Sham Foundation, being laid, of a Defign to turn the The Applica- 
Plot of Oates’s upon Proteftants, the Pra¢tic was very eafy, and, for De- socked Way 
fence, extraordinary ufeful. If it was obferved, that any Perfon was bufy ° mpam 
in foliciting and ferreting Evidence on the accufed Side (and furely they muft 
have fome fuch Friends or Agents, whofe double Diligence might accidentally, 
perhaps, ftumble upon fome dangerous Matter of Detection) then the Plot s 
Drivers formed a Trap for him, baiting it with Hopes held forth of nota- 
ble Succefs; and thereupon he was to enter, as into a Planetary Gin, and 
then, by Way of crofs-Bite, be accufed for tampering to fuborn, or corrupt 
Evidence, to ftifle the Plot, and to turn it upon Proteftants, This was 
propenfe enough, till the Harms of fome taught others to beware ; for the 
Plot Witneffes, or fome Confederates for them, would thro out, in the 
Way of him that was to be caught, fome Indication of a recanting Difpo- 

Gtion, pretending Confcience (forfooth.) This muft be thought a rare Op- 
“ Gg2 portunity ; 
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sportunity; and, if the bufy Body advances but fo far as a private Confgrence, 
whether nocent or innocent, the Fowl was in the Snare: For then tH? Tra- 
pans could {wear any Profers to fuborn them to recant, or to fweart other 
Matters; and who fhould difprove it? And fo the Plot was confirmed, as 
Exceptio probat Regulam in non exceptis. ~ 

The Loyal IX. The Advantages of this crofs-biting Trade were very great; for not 

Party fmt xt Oly foliciting People were taken off, but all incredulous Perfons dexed 

made obroxt A 

ous to Shams, €ven to utter Silence, whatever they thought ; befides an Argument raifed 
to fupport the Plot; as, for Inftance, Do they go about to fuborn or to cor- 
rupt the Evidence? Nay then the Cafe is plain. So the Diicourfe ran. This 
Method hampered Abundance of People indirectly, who could not be di- 
rectly accufed. As the Loyallifts of the Church of England, for Example, 
whom they could not accufé of a Defign to kill the King, for that had 
been ridiculous and {pit upon, but they could bring them in for tamper- 
ing to ftifle the Plot. Aid the Jeft went fo far as, by libellous Talk and 
Print, whereof the Quinteflence is recorded in our Author here, they brought 
in good King Charles II himfelf for a notorious Encourager of ftifling ; 
and he came very near being made a Sham-plotter, as hath been, in the 
former Part, fet forth, and the Sequel will farther thew. But there 
were more folid Advantages to be made, for if, by any Means, a Perfon 
had caught a Piece of a Secret, and might be a material Evidence, 
they could fecure him fo as, however willing, he thould not be able (in 
the Senfe of that Time) to do any Hurt, that is, to help any Perfon upon 
his Trial, whereby he might poffibly be acquitted: For that fame Acquittal 
of any one Perfon accufed, as hath been noted, was of the laft Confequence 
to the Plot. So this Frontier was guarded with Sham-plots; for a dange- 
tous Perfon, of that Kind, might be either dire€tly accufed, or elfe inveigled 
into an Acquaintance and Converfation, if not clofer Dealing, with fome 
that fhould turn round, and, with the fwearing Weapon, fall upon him; 
and, being convict for tampering, as they call it, Gc. he was put in the 
Pillory, and thereby difabled to teftify: And that Punithment was feldom 
omitted in fuch Cafes; which made fome think it was done fo on Purpofe, 
All this was moft practicable ; for the Witnefs himfelf made good his own 
Credit by his own fwearing. For he might charge any one for offering to 
fuborn himfelf, and fo, having pilloried the Enemy, fwear on with Ad- 
vantage: but much more egregioufly, with a little Confederacy to give a 
Colour, as the Inftances will thew. ; 

‘The Shams X. And thus lovingly, the Main-plot, and its auxiliary Sham-plots, like 

ee the Gamefter and Rooks, went on, Hand in Hand, cooperating in the fame 

Serer: pious Direction. It is very remarkable, that, as the Main-plot declined, the 
Sham-plots invigorated, and, at length, when the former was quite funk, we 
had, of the other Sort, diverfe of moft defperate Reach; witnefs that of 
Fitzbarris, which was a Swinger, and afpired to a more quick and imme- 
diate Difpatch of Bufinefs, than even that of Oates himfelf did: ed his 
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Scheme lay fo as to go thorough the Papifts to come at the Court; but this 
begangat the Court, and the good King himfelf in the firft Place, as will ap- 
pear. "After this, even Sham-plots began to flag and run low, but, like Ver- 
minexpiring, had ftrong €onvulfions before Death. It feems, the Trick had 
been fo much difcovered, People, generally, were inftructed to avoid Traps; 
“byt yet continual Attempts were made till the Rye Confpiracy appearéd, and 
thes all thofé paltry Shams, like Devils at Day-light, vanithed all at once. 

“XI. It is certain this Trade of Sham-plots had great Encouragement at Began with 
firt; becaufe they dealt with the Roman Catholic Party, who wanted al es. 
that Knowledge and Experience of Engli/h Proceedings, as was fufficient to vausrel and 
guard them againft Snares. We allow them general Abilities and Know- why. 
ledge of the World with Advantage, perhaps, of others; but that is Nothing 
to the Engli/b Stage of Bufinefs, which Foreigners, as a learned Perfon ob- 
ferves, never trod cleverly. And the Roman Catholic Gentry, converfing 
too much with fuch, and too little premifcuoufly with conformable Exgli/b 
Company or Bufinefs, have always, and particularly in this Jundture, failed 
in their Politics; and the chief of them fell expofed to Plot-traps. It 
hath been fo ever fince the Reformation. There is fcarce an Inftance to 
be found, when they feemed to have had Advantages, but they loft 
Ground by them. And, in all difficult Conjunétures, they have taken the 
Part that proved worft for them; witnefs, the’ Practice of fomenting, or 
rather (if fome may be believed) creating Sets, and. combining with Dif- 
fenters, who ever.did, and muft be wuiled will ever, deocive thofe (not 
of their Intereft) that rely upon them, Bat much of this Failing may be 
pafled on Account of the perpetual Intriguing of the Priefts, who know 
Nothing, as they fhould do, here; and yet, by their Converfation, and 
morc by their religious Obftrictions, influence their Party, and keep them 
from the great Danger of being better informed: And fo it will be until 
the Gentlemen of that Perfuafion fhall allow themfelves the Freedom of 
Converfe, and reading adverfary Books that they call heretical, fo as to. 
know us as we do them; that is, withdraw from under the flavifh Obe. 
dience paid to a pretended Supremacy, a Share of which every private 
Prieft is pleafed to derive to himéelf. 

XII. But now, to leave Prefaces and to come to Matters of Fa€t, which The cate of 
are to make good what has been faid, or all ftands for Nothing: I thall begin Mr. Smite 
with the Cafe of Mr. Smith, of whom, out of his Book, entitled, Intrigues gai 
of the Popifh Plot, 1 have difcourfed fome Matters already: And now this i. 
fhamming Subje& bringshim in Play again. He was a poor Schoolmafter, 
of Merchant-Taylor’s School in [fington (removed thither, as I have heard, 
on Account of the Fire) and had the ill Fortune to have Oates committed 
to his Tuition, which, notwithftanding his flippery Tricks at School, af- 
ter he was grown up.and turned Preacher, created an Acquaintance ; and 
fo Mr. Smith came to know what a thorough-paced Rogue he was. This 
Qualification of Mr. Smith was very dangerous, and it appeared {0 far, 
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that it was determined to make him a Witnefs or to ruin him » there 
being no Security but he might be taken in on the other Side, and \{wear 
againft Oates. , ; 
pelted XIII. There was a Club in Fuller’s Rents, where this Smith, and one 
petithed, and Medburn, named before, a Player, who was a Papift, and fome other Pa- - 
Smith attemp- pifts ufed to meet, and Oates, being introduced by Medburz, was fonac= 
a times amongft them, Oates was far from being an Enemy to Smith, for 
he had been his Scholar, and fince particularly obliged to him for Charity, 
in paying his Reckoning, when he was poor ; therefore Oates wrought, 
as it feems, for his Good, to bring him into the Preferment of an Evi- 
dencer's Place, and did not flatly accufe him of Treafon, but chofe rather 
to charge Medburn, one of the Club, dire@ly, and feck to compafs Smith 
‘more amicably. kk is not likely, that this Medburz, in an evil Hour for 
him, came into the Acquaintance of Oates; which feems the worft Part 
of his Charaéter. How it was, and upon what Confidences, doth not ap- 
pear: But it is likely he knew too much of Oates, and, for that Caufe,. 
fell under his great Misfortune; for he was fingled out, and, upon the only 
Teftimony of Oates, was fent to Newgate for High Treafon, and there, 
lying long without Trial, and in Want of all Comfort, ended his Days 
in the worft of Prifons, It is poffible that, together with the other In- 
ducements to that Accufation, one might be to create an Handle to engage 
Mr, Smith to come in as a Plot Witnefs; whereby Oates alfo might be fe- 
cured againft his Teftimony, agg, withal, a fenfible Evidence gained, who 
had notorioufly kept Company with Papifts, and had Colour and Inftruc- 
‘tion enough to alledge many Things againft them, and to fortify his Pu- 
pil Oates. The firft Onfet upon him was a Trap which Oates fet for 
him, by defiring him to make a Copy of Verfes in Praife of the Bleffed 
Virgin. Which if he had done, and (as probably had been) in an high 
Vein of poetical Flights, then, by annexing a Tale to thofe Verfes, he had 
been gone for a Papift, or worfe, as Outes had been pleafed to difpofe of 
him. But that failed, as alfo an Offer that Oates made him of Money, 
on Pretence of quitting Scores, which Mr. Smith, bonis avibus, refufed. 
Smith taken XIV. But Oates did his Club the Honour to beftow an Article in his 
ac Fg ee Narrative upon it, as a Papift Meeting, and named one Swzrh that fre- 
againt him, quented it, and it was made a Fault that Smith kept one Medburn Com- 
yer utterly pany. So far put the Man upon his Vindication to his Superiors, that he 
ones duly catechifed the Children, and was no Papift. But that did not ferve 
his Turn, for he was taken by a Warrant, of fome Lords, which was rude- 
ly executed, his Houfe rifled, Family frighted, and he carried away Pri- 
foner, and, at length, to the Bar of the Houfe of Lords. And there Oates 
bantered with his cleft Stick, and the King’s Health, as was touched be- 
fore ; but, being urged upon the Point, he was gracioufly pleafed to quit 
Smith of Papiftry and the Plot. But yet Smith could not be dif- 
charged, and, as he lay by it, all his Affairs went to rack, He folicited the 


marian lAaw: 
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‘popular Men for Favour, and, particularly, the Earl of Shafi/bury, as was 
nofedy but could meet with no better Comfort than Advice to become an 
honeff Man; which was a Language not fo hard to be underftood as Cop- 
tic. He was dared with two clancular Men, fuppofed to inform Oates, 

and was withed to petition for his Difcharge, as he did. Now obferve a 

ftrange Paffage, upon which I will put no Conftruction, The Or- 
der‘upon the Petition, (as the Book fays) was, that his Licence for keep-- 
ing School fhould be taken from him, (there his Livelihood, and fupport 
of his Family was gone) and he was to give an Account of what he could, 
to deferve the Favour of the Houfe. But his Difcharge came not yet, for 
he was told, by a P———=r, that he was one of the Black-Bill Men, or one 
of the Drury-Lane Dagger-Men. This Order was carried to Doétors- 

Commons, where his Licence to keep School was recalled, and then, in 
a Day or two, he had his Difcharge. But he never could regain his School, 
and was conftrained to bear his Poverty with Patience. 

XV. But the Man’s Trouble ended not here. Oates was become great, 
lodged in Whiteball, to which Place, what witi Menaces, and other Means, 
he got this Smith to come to him, ~ The Bufinefs was to fwear againft- 
Medburn; and, after Oates had interrogated him, his learned Counfel in 
the Plot Caufe, named elfewhere, made an Harangue, charming him to be 
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free with the Doctor in anfwering to his Queftions, But, he being negative._ 


to all, Oates. took him into his Clofet,.and there offered him his School-- 


na Place again, or any Thing he would -have ;: nay, begged and in- 
treated him to accufe Medburn ;. which Mr. Smith {ays he refufed with a 
Compliment, (indeed not much for his own Credit) that-he would confi- 
der of it, This Compliment, probably, drew farther Inconveniencies upon 
him; and he deferved them, for giving fo much Countenance to a vil- 


lainous Propofition, which he fhould have rejeGted with utter Detefta-. 


tion, 

XVI. Now, taking all this together with what followed, there is a ftrange 
Compofition of a Sham-plot. Firft, Medburn, a creeping Acquaintance: 
of Oates, laid faft, and, in the End, perifhed in Newgate; then an in- 
timidating Procefs iffued againft Smith, another intimate Acquaintance, 
ending in his Ruin, but not without faving Counfel given him to become an 
honeft Man; which coming fhort at that Time, the Accufation againtt. 
Medburn failed. Then, after all this, Sw#h was had before the Secret 
Committee, and, being examined in the Manner, and under fuch Circum- 
ftances as he relates, was there prevailed on to fign a Paper, purporting his. 
feeing. Oates in London, about the Time when he {wore the Confult to have 
been there for killing the King. The Occafion was this: Many Witnef- 
fes, that were coming from St, Omers to teftify.that Oates was then in. 
the College, made it neceflary to have fome Engli/h Teftimony to oppofe. 
them ; and this fell to Smith’s Lot{ in the Manner he defcribes. But, after 
this, he was, as he fays, hurried away in a Dungeon Dread, to fwear to 
; this 
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this Article of Time, then, efteemed cardinal to the Plot; and fo, by his 
fingle Oath, a dangerous Oppofition was refelled, and a faving Ewdegce 
gained, which was Fruit enough of one Sham-plot. This Exploit over, 
Smith had the Confolation of much familiar Converfe with the Dodtor, 
and, ‘by that, was enabled to obferve many notable Paffages, which demon- 
ftrate the exceffive Villainy of Oates, and his Colleagues, as he hath very 
particularly fet forth in his * Book, for which it is well worth any curious 
Perfon’s Reading. It feems that, although he was caught in that Perjury, 
as he declares it, he was no profligate Wretch, as he had been if he had 
gone with his Company, and taken a Puft of {wearing with a Penfion. He 
meddled no more; and the Point, he {wore to, lay between May and Sune, 
or ‘fuly; in which Kind of Evidence, willing Witneffes are but too apt to 
ftretch: And it was not without great Extremities of Rigour and Dread 
(as he fays) that made him mention, in his Oath, May. His Book was 
printed in 1685, but, in 1681, he gave to Secretary Yenkins a Note of his 
Remarks, but no Regard was had to him; for, at that Time, the Court 
was upon Meafures of having nothing to do with Men ftained with Per- 
jury. And no Sort of Inducement, but what moved from himfelf and his 
own Mind, invited him to publith fach a Book; and as no Temptation 
preceeded it, fo no Reward followed, nor have I met with any Anfwer, of 
any Kind, returned to it. All which, as alfo confidering, that, for fuch 
dark Dealings, as cannot come from Men of a clear Credit, they muft be 
gathered from thofe as will be concerned with them, and yet (as here) may 
have Tokens of Truth, I have ufed this Book asa clear Authority ; others 
may judge of it as they pleafe, 

The Shan-plee XVII, The next of our Sham-plots was managed by Mr. Bedloe, the fe- 

of N. Reading, cond Plot-witnefs in Order and Dignity, and it was directed againft the 

by Bede, TY ords in the Tower, but faftened upon one Nathanael Reading, a Counfel- 
lor at Law. The Peers were the Earl of Stafford, Powis, and Peters, and 
one Sir Henry Tickburn was with them; all Reading’s Clients, whofe Cha- 
raéter made that Confidence very ftrange. The Project, that Reading wrought 
upon in their Lordfhip’s Service, was to corrupt Bedloe, and, by Proimifes 
of great Rewards, engage him to be eafy in his Evidence again{t thofe 
Peers ; fo as, abating the Sting of High Treafon, he fhould {wear, fo as 
they might hope to be bailed or difcharged. Whether the firft Overture 
came from Bedloe or Reading, is not certain, but, from the Man’s Cha- 
racter, I guefs. it was from the latter; for his Genius always warped to- 
wards Trick, and to be impertinently forward in every Thing he under- 
took, It is fure enough that Bed/ce and he fell into clofe Treaty about this 
Matter; and Reading was not {paring in Promifes of Eftates to be fettled 
on him, if he was eafy in his Evidence, as it wastermed, Bedloe held him 
in Hand fo craftily, that, at laft, he got him faft in the Trap. It wasa 


* Intrigues of the Popith Plot. 
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nice Managery, and may be fhewed for a Pattern. Bedloe was fo wile as 
to make the Secret Committee acquainted with the Dependance, but, what 
, Directions were given in Secret, we cannot pretend to declare openly; but 
fo far appears, as that fome thorough confiding Party Men, and one Freak 
“Jn particular, were privy to the Train, and joined in the AGion to make 
thtEvent cock fure. 

XVII. There was a very great Ufe of this Method, and we fhall find 
it practifed in moft of our Sham-Plots ; that is, when the Sham is upon 
the Stocks, and the Trapanner begins to thew a Difpofition to recant, or 
to {wear any Thing fhall be required, then Care is taken to have a clear 
Evidence of his own laying in, that fhall confute him(felf, as having fworn 
or faid contrary, and the like, as the Nature of the Bufinefs is: For then 


they may go any Lengths, and call the Matter back again as they pleafe,. 


and make all, they fhall fay, fruitlefs. I cannot but {mile at the Thought 
of Bedloe’s having made fure to him the Settlement Reading had promifed, 
and of his being eafy thereupon, as it was termed. For then his Am- 
bufcade had come forth, and difcovered all, and he, in feeming Confu- 
fion, owned it, and then fworn home, with Subornation to boot, ten times 
worfe than was true; fo he had got an Eftate, and the Lords the Prejudice 


of Suborning. This was the very Trap the Earl of Shaft/bury fet for the 


Court, by the Means of Wilkinfon, as was thewed, It is poffible that here 
Bedloe's Matters cared as little to truft him, as he Reading; and fet Evi- 


dence over him, that, if he fhould play a recreant Trick, he might be, as 


Reading was, punifhed, It feems he went fo far towards his Settlement, 
as to blink in Whitebread’s Trial, and, at a fecond Coming on, {wore him- 
felf forfworn before, having been tampered with by Reading; and made 
it fo appear by the Teftimony of his lateral Evidences. So very confidera~ 
ble is this Contrivance of a back Evidence to the Praétice of Sham-plot- 
ting. But, of Whitebread’s Cafe, fomewhat elfewhere. 

XIX. The Manner of this Dealing, between Bed/oe and Reading, was, 
in fhort, thus; Bed/oe preffed to have his Settlement difpatched, he was to 
go to the Secret Committee, and could not fay, Reading, as Counfel for 
the Peers, declared that he had his Inftruétions, and the Settlement was 
before him to prepare, and it fhould be done forthwith; and, for that, 
Mr. Bedloe might rely upon him, and he would anfwer it thould certainly 
be perfected foon, if he kept Touch. And, all this While, the Bufinefs, of 
adjufting the Words of Bedloe’s Oath, went on. The Subftance was put 
in Writing, and Reading went to and fro with it between his Clients and 
his Cuftomer, and, after many Alterations, it was fettled fo as Bedloe was 
to {wear, and the Lords were fatisfied with it. So it ftood, and the Coun- 
fel had his Fees, but might have advifed himfelf better than to let it go, 
under his own Hand-writing, into Bedloe’s Power ; for, by that Error, he 
was irrecoverably loft. But yet that Advantage againft him was not, it 
feems, relied on; but it was carricd farther, that they might have him in 
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the “Noofe fafter. It muft be put into Bedice’s Hand, as his Rule of: 
Swearing, in the Sight of Mr. Freak, who was fix’d, by Time and Place, 
in the Court of Requefts, amidét all the Company, to obferve the Motion 
of this Trapan. Then, according as had been concerted with Bed/ze, ~ 
Reading comes up with the Evidence Paper, brought freth from the Lords, ~ 
and, having flily put it into Bed/oe’s Hand, as he walked, turned off ; 
then Bedloc, in an Inftant, with the like Turn, flily ftole it into Fréak’s 
Hand, and fo the Action and Writing were inconteftably proved, even in 
the worft Senfe of Subornation, This Paper was read at the Trial, upon 
an Indictment of Reading for the Offence; and fucha Gallimaufry Piece 
of Nonfenfe it was, as, being fo expofed, appeared very ridiculous, 

XX. After this AGion fo well over, and the Secret Committee acquain~ 
ted with it, ftraight a Profecution was order’d, and, at the Trial, Reading, 
having nothing to oppofe but an empty Chime of Words fignifying no- 
thing, was convict and pilloried; and that difabled him for teftifying, 
which, otherwife, might not have been wholefome to the Plot, becaufe 
he might have {worn to difparage Bedloe, But that fame Pillory is a Cure 
for Swearing, as cutting the barking Nerve of a Dog, is of his Noife; 
perhaps, under other Circumftances, Refpect to his Gown might have {pared 
him that Ignominy; but Matter is always to have the Preference of Form. 
Whatever the Circumftances of the Lords were, againft whom there was 
no dire&t Proof of this Trafic, only gravis prefumptio, it is certain 
Reading's Behaviour was foolifh and criminal in the higheft Degree. For 
what could a Profeffor of the Law do worfe than offer Bribes, to corrupt 
an Evidence, in a Cafe of High Treafon? 

XXI. But if this was not all pure Pragmaticalnefs of Reading, and the 
Lords were concerned, as vulgarly was underftood they were; had not 
their Cafe been as low in Reputation, as the Fury of the Times could ren- 
der it, this Proceeding of theirs had funk them. For who will not in- 
cline to believe Men Guilty, that fought to bribe off the Evidence againft 
them? They were ftrangely over-feen in many Refpects. Firft, in trufting 
a Fellow that every one knew to be impertinent, ignorant and falfe, who 
had neither Skill, Honefty, nor Difcretion; and thofe Wants inducing a 
greater (or rather, as moft think, greateft of all) the Want of ordinary 
Subfiftence ; what might he not have done for better Fees? Then fare it 
was inexcufable to feta Treaty on Foot with a known Fourb, as Bedloe 
was, and more fo to them, whom he had falfly accufed, or pretended he 
would do it (if that were all) than to others; and one who had entered 
upon a Game of Fortune through Perjury, hoping to rife upon their Ruin. 
They fhould have been aware that, where Truth is wanted, Stratagem and 
Trick abounds. Conicioufnefs is never at Reft, but ever feeking, or making 
falfe Pretences, to mend the Game. They fhould have fufpected every 
Step, towards a Rogue, to be a Quickfand, And what could they expect 
from a Chicane with fuch Fellows, as were back’d with Authority and 
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‘Money, fo as they were? To conclude: This Inftance is an univerfal Lef= 


fonsto all People, that are attacked criminally upon falfe Fa@s, never upon 
any Terms to treat with, but ever to defy the Adverfary, The doing other- 
wife is little lefs than Fels de fe. But there ended the Sham-plot of Nat. 
Reading, in which he was both active and paffive. As to the Main-plot, 

Mog the taking off his Teftimony, it had no Effe@ but in Amufement, 
which made good the nine Days Wonder, and the Difcourfe of idle 
People. 

SxIT There is in Print a Trial ofone Mr. Samuel Atkins, for the Murder 
of Godfrey, whereupon he was acquitted. There is much to be obferved out 
of the Trial, as it was printed; but, having had the Perufal of a MS. wrote 
by the Gentleman himfelf, which gives a very exaét Account of all the 
Proceedings, with the Circumftances, from the Beginning, I choofe to give 
an Extract of that, for the Hiftory of the Whole; the rather, becaufe it is 
of undoubted Credit, the Perfon being not only capable but juft, having 
been, by the Sentence of the Law, the Declaration of the Judges, and Con- 
ceffions of the Profecutors themfelves, befides the real Teftimony of his Be- 
haviour under the fevereft of Trials human Nature could well bear, vindi- 
cated, and declared to be an honeft Man. And, finding the fubjeCt Matter 
exactly conform to other. Inftances of Shams I am dealing with, and demonftra- 
tive of the wonderful Impudence and Injuftice of a Faction in that Time, I 
conceived it deferved'a Place among the Sham-plots; the rather becaufe, as 
the Party atthe Time, fo the Author here, has huthed up the Bufinefs, 
faying only of it, that S. Atkins was tried upon an Indittment, as acceffary, 
and acquitted. Which is as very a Bilk, as his Crifis of Politics, the 
Grand Plot, was. But what follows may fupply the material Part of that 
hard Cafe. 

XXII. November 1678, The Relation begins with the cruel Menaces and 
Temptations, which were ufed to Mr. Atkins, to make him be ingenuous 
and confefs, as they called it. He fufpe&ed they would have had him 
accufe his Mafter Mr. Pepys, who was then Secretary to the Admiralty (one 
of whofe Clerks this Mr. Atkins was, and a known faithful and profefled 
Servant of the Duke of York) of being concerned in Godfrey’s Murder ; in 
Expectation, that, through Mr. Pepys, if they could once have come at 
him, by like Procefs of Threats and Promifes (for he was an elderly Gentle- 
man, who had known Softnefs and the Pleafures of Life) they might have that 
Murder charged on the Duke of York, For Mr. Pepys, in defperate Cir- 
cumftances, might be as likely to accufe the Duke, as his Man Atkins was 
to accufe him: For what will not human Nature, in its Weakne(s, do, to 
avoid Torment and fave Life? And it is hard to defcribe with what Force 
and Efficacy Arguments, were preffed in this Age, when a Party urged them, 
who feemed to have no lefs the Power of Life and Death, than of Pre- 
ferment, in their Hands. And it is very probable that Perfons, con{cious 
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of fmall Difpofition towards Martyrdom in themfelves, might think the: 
Reafonings, afore hinted, would be very powerful over others, 7 

XXIV. The firft AG, that appeared, was a Letter wrote from the Com- 
mittee of Lords, appointed to examine into Godfrey's Murder, to the Secre- 
tary of State, to fad ont this Mr. Samuel Atkins, and to fend himto them; - 
which was done by a Meffenger, with a Warrant executed with all Civiljagy 
The Lords were of thofe who appeared moft zealous about the Difcovery of 
the Plot. The Earl of Ciaft/bury had an advanced Pott inal! thofe Affairs, 
the jolly Duke of Bucks was one, anda certain Prelate*, in this Caufe very 
fit to be forgotten. When Mr, Samuel Atkins came before them, he was 
interrogated concerning one Charles Atkins, Son of Sir Sonathan Atkins, and 
Nephew of Sir Philip Howard. Which Kindred will carry a notable In- 
nuendo upon Sir Péi/ip, when it is fhewed what Part he had in the Budi- 
finefs, The Pinch of the Queftion was, if Mr. Samuel Atkins had not told 
the Captain (Charles Atkin) that there was a Want of Friendfhip between 
Mr. Pepys, and Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey upon this Occafon (fo it was 
worded, which was taken to refer to Gedfrey’s being concerned in the 
Difcovery of the Plot) Mr. Samuel Atkins denied all the whole Matter de- 
manded of him, Then he was queftioned about one Child, a plain Man, 
but it fell out, that this Céz/d, being called in, did not know thins, nor 
he him, fo that Matter dropped. 

XXV. Then Captain Atkins was called in, and he fwore the Words as be- 
fore, pretending they were fpoke at Derby-Hou/e, where the Admiralty Office 
was kept. The Earl of Séaft/bury would have the Examinant fay, whe- 
ther he did not afk Captain 4rkins, if this Chi/d was a Man of Courage 
and Secrefy, and bid him to fend him to Derby-Hou/é, to inquire for his 
Mafter, butnot to afk for him. All which the young Man utterly denied ; 
but took Occcafion to acquaint the Lords, that this Captain thins, at 
Derby-Houfe, borrowed a Crown of him, and would have him let one 
Child (as he knows not but his Name might be) come to him to be 
recommended to Mr. Pepys for an Employment ; for which Job, the Cap- 
tain and one Capt. Hur/? were to have ten Guineas, Which Propofi- 
tion he utterly rejected as a dirty Bufinefs, in which he would not be con- 
cerned ; and he challenged Captain 4rkins to fay if this were not true. 

XXVI. The Earl of Staft/bury began then with his hopefuls and his in- 
genioufes to the young Man, to wheadle; and faid he (the Captain) has 
fworn this Matter, and had not Wit to invent it. So, prythee, be inge- 
nuous, tell us, and confefs what you faid, But the young Man ftood in 
his Denials with all Affeveration, Then the Earl urged that, though the 
Captain was lewd, and a Debauchcee, yet he was not to be thought a Raf 
cal. To which Mr. Arkins replied, That he was a Coward, and now 
a Prifoner for bafely delivering up the King’s Ship to the Jars, and re- 
Jated the Matter of Fact at large, Ad quod non fuit Refponfum. 


* The Bifhop of Londen. 
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XXVII. Then the Earl catechifed him as to his Religion, which proved Refitted alt 
to be Proteftant ; but yet he faid St. Yames’s, (where the Duke of York had Temptation. 
his Court) might have affe&ted him, and they were apt to fufpect People 
inclined to the Sea. The Spirit of that Refleétion regarded the Duke’s 

. having an Influence upon the Marine. The Duke of Bucks then came to 

Se and, laying his Finger upon his Forehead, I fee, faid he, the great 
Workings of thy Brain, come, for thy n’own Sake, declare what thou 

_ kuowef. This came very near to plain Englifo, The other Lords, one af- 
ter another, came to him, and, with good Words, and Sorrow for his Ob- 
ftinacy, told him what Advantage his Confeffion would be to him, And 
the Captain himfelf urged him, with Promifes to make his Fortune by it; 
but ftill the young Man’s Anfwer was the fame, that is, utter Denial of the 
Whole. : 

XXVIII He was ordered to withdraw, and, being called in again, was sent clofe Pri- 
told by the Earl of Shaft/bury, that they were forry, but muft fend him to fener to New- 
Newgate, elfe they could not anfwer it to the Parliament. And he did not £4 
part with him without parting Counfel, as fome others alfo gave him, 
to declare what he knew. They all pitied the ill Fortune that would o- 
therwife attend him, Sic P. Howard, the Captain’s Uncle, who was the 
Juftice of Peace that took the Nephew’s Examination in Form (upon which 
the Warrant of Commitment was grounded) told Mr. Samuel Atkins 
that he, being bred in an Office, as he was, could not but have: fo 

‘much Wit as to know the Punifhment if he concealed the Matter ; and 
he was perfuaded that. he muft know it, becaufe, faid he, I examined the 
Captain firiily, and know be would not lye. But no more could be got 
out of the young Man, who, from the Beginning to the End of this ri- 
gorous Examination, was the fame. So he was delivered, with a Watrant 
grounded as aforefaid, to the Keeper of Newgate, and there he lay in a 
thinking Condition, without Pen, Ink, Paper, or Liberty to write or fpeak 
with any Perfon whatfoever. 

XXIX. About five or fix Days after his Commitment, when he had con- 4¢ his Defire 
verfed with himfelf upon all the Paflages and Punttilio’s, and had bethought heard again. 
himéelf of the Words On this Occafion, he defired to be admitted to the 
Lords, which was done. The Earl of Shaft/bury told him, he hoped now 
he had better confider’d, and would give fome Light into the Bufinets. 

The young Man anfwered, that he had confider’d, and defir'd foclear himfelf, 

and tohave his Liberty. Nay then, faid the Earl, if you come to that, we mutt 
fend for the Captain, who declares he has much more againtft you, and that you 
willappear the worft Man alive; fo, at Mr. Samuel Atkins’s Defire, the Cap- 
tain was fent for. And, at his Coming, before they went into the Lords, 

Mr. Samuel Atkins took the Opportunity, in hearing of his Keeper, to dif- 

courfe with him, and to urge him upon the Subject of the Injuries he was 
doing to him; and the Captain exprefly acquitted him of the Murder and 
all the reft, but faid only, that fuch Words paffed between them. 
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XXX. Upon their being called in, Mr. S. Atkins, out of his Memory 
(for they did not permit the Examination to be read) anfwered what was 
charged upon him; and, as to the Words, — on this Occafion — faid it could 
not refer to the Plot, for the Difcourfe was before Batholomew-Fair, when 
that was not difcovered; and what the Man meant by thofe Words, he 
could not imagine, and affirmed that he knew not of Godfrey's taking the 
Depofitions till after his Death. Then they all cried out upon him, that 
was impoffible, did not he live in an Office of Bufinefs? And how could he 
not know that? Mr. Atkins anfwered, What, if out of the pure Invention 
of a Lye (as it muft be) I did fay as the Captain fwears, what then? Nay, 
faid the Earl of Shaft/bury, leave us to make the Ufe, do you but confefs 
it, you hall be fafe, and we will apply it. But the young Man anfwered 
him, that he would not tell a Lye, to any Man’s Prejudice, whatever he 
fuffered. This Paflage thews that this Difcourfe, {worn by the Captain, 
was to be ufed but as a circumftantial Evidence ; the main Scene lay in the 
dark ; it’s Pity it never came to light. 

XXXI. The Earl of Shaft/bury fet Mr. S. Atkins, and the Captain to: 
ftaring at one another, and, in a bantering Way, charged Captain Atkins 
to fay whether he had be-lied the young Man or no; telling him it was- 
the fame as to bely an Emperor, for every private Man is a little Empe-. 
vor of himfelf, But the Captain, partly, at that Difcourfe, and, partly,. 
at being ftared at, turned as white as a Cloth, but the Lords did not ob- 
ferve it to him, though it was fhewed them; and the Captain replied 
only thus, Why fhould 1 fay fo, if he bad not told me? Then Mr. S. At 
kins, being warmed, infifted ftrong for his Liberty, and, in particular, ap- 
plied to his merciful Lordfhip, the Bifhop, on Account of his Religion. 
His Lordthip condefcended to believe him a Proteftant: O, but the Cap-. 
tain’s Oath was very ftrong againft him! Mr. S. Atkins, among many 
ether Improbabilities, alledged the little Favour or Truft he had with his 
Mafter Mr. Pepys. What, faid the Bifhop, Are you a Debauchee? Then 
the Earl of Shaft/bury affirmed he was his Mafter’s Favourite, and his- 
Night-Reader of his Letters, and the Servants in the Hovfe would prove: 
him a reputed Papift: And then required him to tell what Books he read’ 
to his Mafter. To all which Matters, to be hort, his Anfwer countered 
every Defign of the Interrogations. 

XXXII. So to Prifon again was the Word, Bail denied, and all Accefs. 
of Company to him refufed, except only his Sifter, who was permitted 
for once, and the Goaler to be by. But the Captain had greater Favour, 
for he prevailed with their Lordfhips that he might be admitted to him, 
in order to bring him (as he, after the Mode of that Time, termed it) 


- to confefs, Some Days after, the Captain comes into his Room with the 


Gaoler; the latter withdrew to leave them alone; but Mr. Akins, fol- 
lowing him to the Stairs, with all imaginable Earneftnefs, entreated that he 


might not be left alone with that Man, giving his Reafons, which are ob- 


vious : 
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vious: But he was anfwered that the Lords had ordered otherwife, and fo it 
matt be. Then the Captain fell to crying and roaring, That both were 
* undone. Why? O! A Man is come to Town, that {wears you were at 

the Murder of Godfrey! But, faid Mr. Atkins, why are you undone, 
~ otherwife than in Confcience, by fwearing falfe againft me? Then the 

“Captain told an unlikely Story of his joining with that Man in a Refcue, 
After which, he fell to pray and entreat Mr. Atkins to confider and con- 
fefs, faying, that Sir P. Howard had fent him to with him to do it before 
it was too late. You cannot, faid the Captain, be hurt, but fhall make 
your Fortune, and what need you care for your Matter ? After diverfe 
warm and affeveratory Anfwers made by Mr. Atkins, the Captain ftopped 
fhort in his Walk, for he was turning about the Room, and, did not you, 
faid he, tell me your Mafter had a Houfe at Roban in France? And you 
know you defired me to impeach your Mafter about this Murder, becaufe 
he fhould keep it from the Duke of York. What? faid Mr. Atkins, have 
you fworn thefe Things? No, faid he, what fhould I {wear them for? 
But you know you told me fo. Then, after Mr. S. Arkins had be-villained 
the Captain fufficiently, he was bid confider till the Afternoon, when he 
fhould be called before the Lords again; and fo the Captain went away. 
By this Paffage it is plain that fome Perfons thought the Murder of Godfrey 
would have lain at the Duke’s Door, for Matters feem to work that Way; 
and that Pepys, being once tentered, fhould have come off /ecundum ar- 
tem: For if he had been made obnoxious, then (as they thought) he might 
have fetched himfelf off, firft, by confeffing, and then denying, alledging 
he was prevailed with to own it, to fcreen his Mafter, or fome fuch co- 
lourable Stuff. And then a {mall Detachment of pofitive Evidence, fup- 
ported with fuch Circumftances, by Plot Law, had carried the Caufe clear 
againft the Duke. This is no fond Conftruction, for, when all Paffages are 
laid together, and collated with the Methods of thefe Plot-{wearing Rogues 
in other Inftances, it is clear enough; for it was their Way to enter in 
Guilt, and then, becoming Converts, were fainted up for true Proteftant 
Difcoverers and Witneffes. 

XXXIUI. After this, the Medicine began to work, and poor Athins had 
‘Irons clapped on him, and all his Papers feifed, and then he was carried 
to the Lords. And being entered, the Man out of the Country, who was 
Bedloe, it feems, came vp to him, and, ftaring him in the Face, faluted 
him. Then came on the Queftions, Do you know that Man? Anfwer, 
No: Then did Bedloe know him? Anfwer, He had feen him fomewhere, 
but could not tell where, and did not remember his Face, he could not 
{wear he was the Man? It wasa young Man that told him his Name was 
Atkins, a Clerk belonging to Derby-Houfe, but he could not {wear that 
was the Perfon. Mr. Atkins was afked where he was on Monday, the 12th 
of O&ober, at ten at Night, if at the Pel/-Mell, or that Way. (Note 
chow the Shot pointed towards the Duke of York) Anfwer, No, Then 
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Bedloe withdrew, and the Earl of Shaftfbury comes on. If thou art in-~ 
nocent, faid he, thou art an unfortunate Wretch. I have good News foi’ 
thee, but one Way to fave thy Life: Confefs all you know, and make 
Difcovery of this Matter. The young Man’s Anfwer was, That no Fear 
of Death fhould make him tell a folemn Lye, to the Prejudice of any 
one. His Lordfhip replied, fince he was fo gallant, he would certainly: 
be either knighted or hanged. If the Papifts rife and cut all our Throats, . 
thou wilt be knighted; if not, thou wilt be hanged. And then his Lord- 
fhip f{umm’d up the Evidence againft him, and faid, That diverfe others, 
well known to Bedloe, were concerned in it. The Duke of Bucks affirm’d 
they were all in Cuftody then in the Houfe. The Lord Shaft/bury added, 
if one of thofe {wear you were in, all the World cannot fave you. “Mr. 4f- 
kins an{wered, that he fhould be glad of Difcoveries, but he could not 
fuffer by Things being mifplaced. Then faid the Duke of Bucks, O! he 
expects a Pardon, No, faid the Earl, T'll fecure him from that I'll warrant 
you. Mr. Atkins faid he expeéted no Pardon, but defired Death when he 
deferved it; and, trufting to his Innocence, committed himfelf to the Good- 
nefs and Juftice of God Almighty; and fo withdrew to his Poft at New- 
gate again, where, after fome Days, his Chains were taken off, and then 
he was removed to the Prefs-Yard, where he was kept up clofe. 

XXXIV. Eleventh of November, Captain 4rkins was fo kind to make 
him another Vifit; and, in Difcourfe of the Man at the Committee, and: 
what he fwore, Ay, faid the Captain, but, at the Houfe of Commons, he 
had fworn pofitive againft you, that you were at Somerfet-Houfe about the 
Body of Godfrey; and that now Sir P. Howard bid him come and let 
you know it, and to wifh you to confefs all you know, before it is too. 
late, and then urged him to fay fomewhat. But Mr:. Atkins ftill refufed. 
Then they difcourfed of Bedlum, as the Captain named him, and his Fame, 
which the Captain run down, faying he was hired, and they were all 
Shams; and then, faying Mr. Atkins fhould come again before the Lords, 
he went away. Thefe Vifits, conftantly preceding the Examinations, fhew’d 
that the Captain walked by Direction. 

XXXV. Twelfth of November, But now another Sort of Experiment 
advanced ; for four Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, came to 
Mr. S. Atkins. They laid before him the defperate Cafe his Life was in; no 
faving it, but by pouring out himfelf in Confeffion to them; then they 
would hear what he could fay. His Anfwers were giving Accounts of what 
had paffed, with his Denials, to all which he then firmly ftood. They 
afked him if he knew one Wel/b, or Pritchard, and of his being em- 
ployed, at certain Times, about dark Lanthorns and Somerfet-Houfé; but 
they went away with little Purchafe. However, at parting, they ferioufly 
demanded if he knew any thing of the Murder of Godfrey, or of the Plot; 
to all which he anfwered, with Affeverations, that he did not. Then 
Mr. Atkins, had three or four Days Time, in holy Peace, to recolleét the 
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“Spending of his Time, which they demanded of him; and, as it fell out, 
he, could give an Account of it to an Hour, though three whole Days were 
~ in the Compafs of the Queftion, which feldom happens to any one, in or 
“out of Bufinefs. ‘The next Scene was the Goaler’s giving him Notice that 
he mutt forthwith go to his Trial, and thereupon he ironed him up for that 
Purpofe. But, an Hour after, he came again and told him it was a Mi- 
ftakt, the Order was for one Sfay/ey, and not for him, but the next Day 
was to be his; and that came, yet no News of any Trial. , 
XXXVI. His Sifter and Mr. Hays, a Lawyer, came to him, by Order, 
with a Keeper, and told the ill News, what was fworn by Bedloe againft 
* him; which, according to his Narrative of this Matter, went but to Like- 
nefs, and the Perfon owning himfelf to be Mr. Pepys’s Clerk, and that he 
believed him to be the Man, but, not knowing him before, he could not 
pofitively fwear it was he. This was the Evidence; and fuch Sort of Stuff 
went for Proof in the Opinion of the Plot-vulgar of that Time. And 
there is contained a notable Subterfuge for Bed/oe, in Cafe of Confutation ; 
and good Ufe was.made of it, as will appear afterwards. The Gentle- 
woman and Mr. Hays had adjufted a Paper, how his three Days had pafs’d, 
which agreed exactly with his Memory; fo they left him to prepare for his 
Trial ina Day or two. Here we may fee the Reafon of Bed/oe’s Subter- 
fuge ; for it was not then certain, but Mr. Atkins might have a clear De- 
fence, and- then, .if he {wore pofitive, the Plot had received a Wound. 
But, if it had -been found that ¢kins, like a wild young Fellow, could 
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have given no Account of his Time, it was in the Power of a Word, to - 


have finifhed the Evidence full and clear: And how that Matter wrought, 

appears next. . = 
XXXVIL Mr. Atkins, moft reafonably, was furnifh’d with Pen, Ink, 
and Paper; how elfe could he prepare for his Defence? And he applied 
himfelf diligently to it, and drew up the particular Fa¢ts he was to prove, 
with the Witneffes Names to each Fad, for his ready Management of his De- 
fence at his Trial. The firft Indi€tment againft him was as Principal in the 
Murder, and it was found, but no Trial that Term ; but, inftead of his 
Trial, O Monfirum! the Keeper of Newgate fent in and took away from 
him all thofe Papers, he had compofed, purely of the Matter of his De- 
fence, and nothing elfe; and, as Mr. Atkins writes, (for all this comes 
from his own Hand) carried them to the Secret Committee. And, by them, 
a Difcovery was made of his whole Defence, and the Names of all his 
Witneffes: And thofe Witneffes were fent for to the Secret Committee, 
and there, with the Aid of the King’s Counfel, that managed the Law- 
Part again{t him, were interrogated, one after another, to the utmoft Nicety, 
as to what they could fay; and Mr. Bedloe, the doubtful Witnelfs againft 
him, all the While prefent. And fo it was found that Atkins could clear the 
whole Time in Queftion, particularly 14 Odfober, ten at Night, which 
was the precife Time Bed/oe charged him, or his Likenefs, to be at the 
: li Murder. 
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Murder. All-which Doings were fo extraordinary, as, perhaps, will not be- 
believed. 


Gets hisTrial XXXVIIL After this, the Zeal of the Profecution began to languefy, ~ 


much and the little Good, like to come of it, fhewed the Error of pufhing the 
: Matter fo far, before the Waters were well founded. And now the Bufinefs 
was to get well off with Sa/vo to the Credit of the Plot, and of Mr. Bed- 
loe, who was then a frefh Witnefs, on whom great Matters depended; 
and Care was taken accordingly, as will appear. So now, no more Fifh 
to be caught, all the Hurry, Hurry to Trial came to nothing at all. And 
the next Term'came on, and was near expiring, without any News of the 
leaft Tendency towards it. Whereupon Mr. Atkins, having aforehand, as 
the Ufe is, attended Mr. Attorney General by his Counfel, moved the 
Court for his Trial that Term, which, upon the King’s Counfel’s faying 
they were ready, was granted. A Day or two after, his Indictment was 
changed from Principal to Acceffary, and upon that he was arraigned, and 
pleaded to Iffue, and a Day was appointed. He defired a Rule that his 
Papers fhould be produced, which was denied, faying, upon Application, 
what was reafonable would be done. At his going away, the Chief Ju- 
ftice afked him, if he had ever been a Papift? And he faid no: And that, 
faid the Chief Juftice, is very material, 
~ Tried and ace XXXIX. Tenth of Feb. Mr. Atkins was brought up (as he thought) to his 
quitted, Trial, together with the three poor Men, Green, Berry, and Hill, But 
thofe were preferred ; and Reafon good, for Atkins, having a fure Defence, 
coming firft, might have caft cold Water upon the Evidence againit the 
reft. Thofe Trials lafted till three in. the Afternoon, when Mr, Atkins 
came to the Bar, but was told he muft ftay for his Trial till the Seffions, 
and he was afked if he had Baik ready. He faid he was better prepared 
for his Trial than to give Bail; and, upon his infifting to be tried, and fhew- 
-ing his Witneffes were Sea-faring Men, and could not ftay fo long, he ob- 
tained the next Day ; when he was-tried, and, the Jury not going from the 
Bar, acquitted ; as the Print, to which, for the Particulars of what pafs’d 
in the Courfe of the Evidence againft and for him, it ftands referred, 
will thew. So much Trouble, Imprifonment, Terror, hard Ufage, and 
Torment, had this young Gentleman endured for nothing! If a fruitlefs. 
Experiment may be fo called. 
Bing a Pa- XL. There were diverfe Paflages at the Trial, which, being in their 
pa polebly, Nature extraordinary, deferve to be remembered. Mr. Attorney General faid 
yidh, * the Prifoner had good Luck that Prance (another Witnefs againft the three 
Men) came in and difcovered the Murder ; elfe, upon Circumftances, Pro- 
babilities, and Prefumptions, he muft have gone for the Principal, but now 
he fhould be charged only as Acceflary. And I may add he had good Luck. 
that he had never been a Papiit, for that Queftion, often afked, feemed to 
imply that, if he had been fo, it might have proved a nicking Evidence. 
againft him. This is confirmed by an Incident or two at the Soe The 
ttorney 
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‘Attorney General was told there was a Boy would prove him atMafs at Somer-- 
Ses-Houje diverfe Times; and if fo, faid the Attorney, that is being a Papift, 

\, he is a Party concerned, for it was the Intereft of thofe of that Party, to 
have Godfrey cut off. But, on calling the Boy, the Prifoner afked on a 
fudden? Do you know me? And the Boy anfwered, No. And then the 
Attorney fell into a Rage againft the Officer, for bringing him in. The 
Bo} was fent away, and it was called a Miftake. And when, on the 
Prifoner’s Part, the Witnefs faid he was a Proteftant, and a zealous one ; 
Ay, faid the Chief Juftice, there is much in that. Such firange Law Lo- 
gic prevailed in thofe Days, 

XLI. When the Prifoner came to his Defence, and began to open againft The oot 
Captain Atkins, to thew him the verieft Rogue upon Earth, for which he Creaiz a 
was amply provided of Teftimony, he was {topped and not fuffered to Zo Plot, and of 
on, becaufe that Evidence did not prefs him, But the Jeft came at the 2. 

Clofe ; for when, by indubitable Evidence, it appeared that, on the 14th 
of Oéfober at ten and eleven, or twelve, at Night, Mr. Atkins was abfent 
at Greenwich, and there, at an Entertainment of fome Ladies, foundly 
foxed, the Attorney General threw up; but with a Speech that all this was 
no difproving of the King’s Evidence, Mr. Bedloe. No, no, have a Care of 
that; and the Chief Juftice added, that Bedloe was the more to be credited. 
But Mr, Attorney was not fatisfied with all this, but came over with it 
again, defiring that the Company might not go away with the Miftake that 
the King’s Evidence were difproved. And the Chief Juftice made a 
fhort Eclairciflement how this might very well happen, that is, out of 
Jealoufy of the Murder, and Willingnefs to find it out, and none was to 
blame for purfuing Mr. Bedloe’s Evidence ; and all they faid might be true, 
and yet Mr. Samuel Atkins be a very honeft Man. This foftened the Cha- 
racter of the Proceedings at the fecret Committee, where the Experiment, 
upon this Gentleman’s Firmnefs, had been urged too far: efpecially con- 
fidering the little Umbrage he, at any Time, gave of complying with 
what fome Perfons expected from him, But, it feems, the Fervour of the 
Chafe had fuperfeded Policy at that Time, when it was thought fcarce 
poffible that human Nature could bear fuch Trials, even to Blood, as fell 
to the Share of diverfe, and of this young Gentleman in particular, who 
had the Death’s Head brought to his very Nofe, and others actually exe- 
cuted, none confefling, as it was termed, but all denying. It was late found, 
and therein to have been an Error not to difcern, that the Courfe muft 
end in the Ruin of the chief Aims of the Plot; for, as to all fupplanting 
the Government, the Engineers fhould have confidered it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to the Defign, not to lofe Reputation before they came to Action. 
Here ends the Relation out of my MS. which, if Provocation be given, 
will {peak for it {elf at large. In the mean Time, let not this Ritratto of 
a large Landfcape be thought trifling, for it is of Mountains and Foreft 
Trees, and not Shrubs, that the Defcription opens,. 
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XLII. I fhall next take Notice of another Sham-Plot, of which the 
Keel was laid, but, as Matters fell out, it never advanced fo far asto Jauneh, . 
but broke upon the Stocks. It was managed by the fame Bed/oe, and the-.- 
Matter was to have its Rife at Briftol, It was in Auguff 1680 that the 
Captain rode down Exprefs by Poft from London, and, whether he made 
too much Hafte, or being of late more than ordinary pampered, it is cer- 
tain he took a Fever upon the Journey, of which, at Briffol, he after- 
wards died. And that (it is prefumed) was no Part of his Plot. It feems 
he intended to meet the Judge of Affife there, who, that Year, concluded 
the Weftern Circuit at Briffol. The Judges were Sir Francis North, Lord 
Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas, and Sir Thomas ‘fones a Judge of the 
King’s Bench, ‘The latter was much afflicted with the Gout, and not able 
to go thorough, but left the Circuit, and, from Somer/ét/hire, went off for 
London. Whereupon the Chief Juftice was left to do all the reft of the 
Bufinefs, which ended at Briffol, I take it that, after the Poft brought to 
London the News of this parting of the Judges, the Refolution was taken 
for Bedloe to find the Chief Juftice alone there, and to offer unto him fome 
new Difcoveries ; and, probably, if both Judges had been together, that 
Journey had been fpared, for Reafons I fhall obferve. 

XLUHI. Now, as to the Matter of the Examination taken there, and the 
Circumftances, as the fame were laid before the Houfe of Commons, I. 
fhall not be very particular, becaufe they were printed by Order of the 
Speaker ; but remember in general that the Tendency of Bedlce’s Oath was 
to accufe the Queen and the Duke of York, But Nothing exprefs, or po- 
fitive, was declared; and that, which he did depofe, was fuch improbable 
and rank plot-fcented Stuff, as never was offered to fuch a Magiftrate ; 
and touching Perfons of that Dignity, as fhewed more the defpicable Ge- 
nius of thofe Times, that could bear it, than any Colour of Probability in 
what was infinuated, As for the Circumftances, the Lord Chief Juftice, 
out of his abundant Caution, and to obviate all future Queftions as might 
be afked him about the Matter, ina Narrative framed and delivered into 
the Houfe of Commons, declared all the Steps of the Bufinefs moft parti- 
cularly; which had the defigned Effect, for he never heard more of it: 
And to this I refer for the Main. But I have two Subjects which occafion 
a little farther infifting here: One is the Manner of the A€tion, not in all 
Refpects fet forth in the Narrative, and the other is the Aim and Intent of 
this Plot-Expedition to Briffol, of which nothing at all appears any where 
publicly, but ought not to efcape fo, being, as I take it, both notable, and 
evident beyond Conjecture. 

XLIV. Firft, as to the Circumftances, it appears that Bed/oe had fome 
Alliances more than ordinary at Briffel, becaufe he chofe it to be the Scene 
of his firft Overtures. For, when he came out upon the Bufinefs of Godfrey, 
he difcovered himfelf there firft, and was {ent up from’ thence. But then 
a wonderful Report foreran him, which, being tofled upon People’s 
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Tongues, made an Impreffion, by Way of Prejudice, in his Favour againft 
hescame up; which was better than if done in London, where many might 
‘come about him to fpy the Truth at the firft Inftance; and Talk is always 
greater than Truth. So now in this Attempt, if any Thing, (whatever it 
was) defigned, had been done, or Point gained, by Bedlce, the Rumor, 
running before, would have fwelled as the Sound of Cannon at a Diftance; 
and’ fo have pre-engaged the willing People in a Belief of Things far wide 
of Truth. Bedloe had his Wife with him and his Brother, a jolly Spark, 
that profited, by the other’s Preferment, fo far as to be well drefled ; but he 
never got into the fwearing Wheel of Fortune. But this Cabal of three, 
well let in, might have made a fair new Plot of their own without other 
Helps. When thefe came down, is not certain to me; it is enough that 
the Father of the Family pofted, and got his Fever, of which he lay fick 
in his Bed, when the Judge came into the Town. 
XLV. The Misfortune was, that he could not come tothe Judge at his The Judge vi. 
Lodgings, by Way of Vifit, and fo pretend to enter into Converfation with tee onan 
him, as his {pruce Brother did, dining with him as familiarly as if he had inination. 
been his Acquaintance. But it is like the Judge did not think that to be a 
Misfortune; for, otherwife, all his Wifdom had been little enough to have 
comported with fuch nice and flippery Company. The Notice, of Bedloc’s 
being in ‘Town and fick, came to his Lordfhip by Way of Meffage from 
himfelf, brought by old Sir ‘fobn Knight, as he was called for Diftinction, be- 
caufe there was another, of that Name, commonly termed The Younger, a 
Gentleman of as eminent Integrity and Loyalty.as ever that City was honoured 
with; but the other was the moft perverfé, clamorous, old Party Man in 
the whole City or Nation, and will be fo owned by all that remember him, 
or ever heard of his Fame. This old Gentleman delivered his Meflage with 
extraordinary Serioufnefs and Gravity. The Sum of which was, that Mr. 
Bedloe lay dangeroutfly ill of a Fever, and defired, that his Lordfhip would 
come to him, becaufe he had Matters.of great Moment to difcover, before 
he died. Surely, fomewhat was intended hefe more than ever appeared: But 
here the Regularity and Precaution of the Chief Juftice dafhed it; for he took 
warrantable Attendance with him, had his Clerk, and, as foon as he was 
alone, gave Bed/oe his Oath and examined him; the Clerk, upon a Stool 
by the Bedfide, writing what was delivered, none being in the Room but the 
Judge, the Clerk, and Bedloe’s Wife. And every Word, that he faid, being 
wrote down; the Judge put to him the clofing Interrogatory, If that was 
all? To which he anfwered, that it wes. Thereupon, he was lifted up, 
and figned the Paper. All which made it impoffible to fet up any Fiction 
touching this Examination, At parting, Bedivse had one humble Requeft to 
his Lordfhip, which was to obtain fome Money for him from the King; 
which his Lordfhip faid he would endeavour to do. And that Part the 
Brother carefully folicited while the Judge was in Town. 
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XLVI. Immediately this Examination took Air, and flew to London, 
and was the Subject of the common Talk of Coffee- Honfes, Clubs, and 
Withdrawing Rooms, viz. That Bede, at Briftol, had difcovered, to the. 
Lord Chief Juftice North, mighty Matters in the Plot; and all Ears were 
erect, to learn what this great Difcovery was. And it was not long a Se- 
cret, for the Chief Juttice, by the next Poft, fent up a Copy of the Exa- 
Mination, with a hort Account, ina Letter to Mr. Secretary Senkins, and 
kept the Original to come up with him; and, as foon as he came to Town, 
being of the Privy Council, he laid it before the King in Council; after 
which it was generally known and underftood. It was very remarkable to 
obferve, how ftrangely damp all the Party were, upon the coming out of 
this Bilk of an Examination, after they had fuch a parturiunt Montes, and 
made it be expected, that now the Bottom of the Plot was to come out, 
Even Dr. Oates himfelf was difappointed ; for foon after, on a Council 
Day (he diligently attended at all thofe Times) as the Lord Chief Juttice 
pafied through the Court, he was heard to fay aloud, Maay Laird Chai fe 
JSaiftaice, whay this Baifnefi of Baidlaw catms to Naithaing, But his 
Lordfhip walked on, not attending to his Difcourfe, By all this it was 
manifeft, that Bed/oe went down, Charged with fomewhat very extraordi- 
nary, beft known to the fecret Oncs, 

XLVII. After this, diverfe Imaginations chimerqiues flew in Difcourfe 
about the Town and Kingdom ; as that Bed/oe had indeed made great Difcove- 
ties to the Chief Juftice, but that he, in taking the Examination, had fupprefled 
them, but his Wife was coming to Town, and would clear all: And when 
the did come, all her Plot was but to get Money of the King; and no farther 
Ufe could the make of her felf. Ail this while, and for diverfe Weeks, 
the Parliament, contrary to ExpeCtation, took no Notice of this Matter 3 and 
moft thought it was dropped. But, at length, an Order came for the 
Chief Juftice to attend the Houfe, to give an Account of the Examination 
taken by him at Briffol: And, at the Day, his Lordthip, according to his 
ufual Exa@tnefs, laid before them the Examination itfelf (for having which, 
from the Clerks of the Council, he had obtained the King’s Order) his 
Letter to the Secretary, and the Narrative I mentioned, as containing what 
had been-laid before the King in Council, and all he knew or could re- 
collect of that Matter. I cannot fay what had been the Confequence, in 
Cafe of lefs Punétuality, but this left no Room for any Ufe of Application; 
fo he withdrew, and the Bufinefs ended in a Print to the great Gain of the 
Speaker ; for fome fancied the Papers were brought into the Houfe for no 
other End. It was no {mall Job tothe Printer; for the crying about the 
Streets The Lord Chief Fuftice North’s Narative, ina Time of fuch a Su- 
perfetation of Plot Narratives, as came out then, madea Sort of a Jeft as 


well as a quick Sale, So much for the Circumftances of this Sham-plot, 
more than the Print fhews, 
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XLVIII. As for the Defign itfelf, which was the Subject of this Plot- The Detgn 
C4ptain’s Errand, I believe it wasdouble. 1. Upon the Main, to retrieve, {° naga 
if poffible, an Accufation of the Queen and Duke of York. It was ce Duke of ” 
found to have been almoft a fatal Omiffion in the Texture of Oates’s Dit. eee 
covery, that the Queen, at leaft the Duke, was not direétly accufed of the Chef JuRice. 
Plot to kill the King; for it was very gracelefs for Oates to accufe, as he 
did,” the Queen by Name in the Parliament, having faid not a Word of 
her before the Council, nor in his Narrative. But indeed the Artificers are 
to be excufed, for they wifely forethought, (as was hinted before) that fuch 
bold Strokes would kill the tender Plot in its Infancy; and, to get Entrance 
for it, they muft not choak any very great Perfons: and they could not 
imagine it would prove fuch quick Fire as it was, An Attempt was made, 
to retrieve the Omiflion, by Oates, in the Houfe of Commons, as I touched 
before, but that failed: And now it might be confidered that Bed/oe, with 
fome Adjunéts in the Dark, might poffibly do it, and, upon that Defign, he was 
fent down to Briffol, where he was fure to meet the Chief Juftice at the A ffifes, 
fingle, and a Privy Counfellor. The other End was, 2. To fix fome Trapan 
upon the Chief Juftice, whofe fteddy and regular Behaviour, always loyal, 
made him obnoxious to the Faétion in the lait Degree; and they fought, 
more Ways than one, to ruin him, as may be thewn in fit Place. Now if 
Bedloe had not been difabled by his Sicknefs (which was no Feint, as once 
was fufpected) he had come to his Lordthip’s Lodging, and: probably (if his 
Lordfhip’s Sagacity had not pee) got fome Opportunity of being in 
private with him, and then he might have faid or fworn of him what he 
had pleafed; and, in the Quality of a Yorks, made him obnoxious, either 
for fuborning or tampering, and then his Work had been ‘done, For if 
Bedloe, or fome of his Gang, had fworn againft him, it had gone down 
glib fomewhere, and produced Applications to remove him, &c. But 
this cafual Difability of Bedloe was among his Lordthip’s good Stars, who 
would have had enough to have done with fuch a Wolf by the Ears, But, 
that this Expedition was intended, partly, for a Trapan, there are thefe 
Marks. Firft, coming there at that Time. Were there no Magiftrates or 
Privy Counfellors in London? If the Trick was to begin (as before) a great 
Way off, why not before or after, but juftin the Nick of one Judge being 
abfent; for two together had been a mutual Guard? And, laftly, his Bro- 
ther’s Impudence, in haunting the Judge's Lodgings and Table, was a Spe-' 
cimen of what the other had done, if he had been able. But that Ina- 
bility broke all the Meafures, and the Solemnity and Caution in the Vifit 
put Bed/oe befide all his Play, and he was forced to turn all his Project into 
a meer Umbrage, and get off it as well as he could. But of what Kind 
foever the Defign was, whereof the Truth never plainly appeared, it went 
off, like the Alchymift’s Furnact, in Fumo; and fo ended this Project of a 
Sham-plot at Briftol, 
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Captain Dane XLIX. The next A@, which came forward, was the Difcovery of Cap- 
gesld’s Che tain Dangerfield; that was his lateft Style. He was once Willoughby, and 
Stampin, bad other Apellations to accommodate the Diverfity of his Employ-. 
ments, which were forging, cheating, robbing, nimming, ftealing, and all 
Sorts of Villainy. And as the great Oates found Means, by his own Au- 
thority, to create himfelf a Doctor of Divinity; fo thefe Lay Sparks ad- 
vanced themfelves to be Captains. Dangerfield had the Honour to be a 
fingle Difcoverer of a pure and pute Sham-plot, Name and Thing, and was 
concerned in Nothing elfe; which ftamped that famous Title upon his 
Performance, from whence the very Word Sham was taken, to ferve in 
the Englifh Language, with like Propriety as Yeudog in the Greek, His 
own Mother Wit, in a great Meafure, inftruéted him: But yet one might 
difcern, by diverfe Tokens, that he was aided or directed by fome Party 
Politicones, and, perhaps, the Earl of Shaft/bury in chief. The fundamen- 
tal Scheme was legitimate ; v/z. a Defign of the Papifts to invalidate Oates’s 
Plot, and to get it turned back upon the Prefbyterians; and there’s the 
Glofs of the Word Sham-plot. The Captain wrought upon this Model with 
all his Arts of Verfatility and Trapan, and carried his Points very lofty and 
far. I think I cannot better reprefent the State of this Time, as to Plots, 
than by giving Abftraéts from his own Accounts of himéelf in Print, with 
the Narrative of Mrs, Ce/ier that introduced him; and thenadd a fhort Re- 
lation out of my Memorial concerning him, which I cannét contrad, 
being fhort, yet it will lay open the whole Myftery of this Sham-plot. 
The Occafion L, There are two Pamphlets of his Difcoveries; the one is called, His 
a ee Cafe, and the other, His Narrative before the Houfe of Commons, I thall 
: begin with the former, though the other, in Time, took Place of it, be- 
caufe this is more Hiftorical, and lefs Criminative. _ His Cafe is in a Style 
Apologetic, intended to vindicate his Reputation. It feems he had brought 
his Patronefs, Mrs. Celier, to the Bar for High Treafon, and the, in her 
Defence, made him appear fuch a Rogue, upon Record, that the Chief 
Juftice wondered he had the Brafs to appear in a Court of Juftice. He 
had been, for certain Peccadillos, fuch as Forgery, and Perjary, prefer- 
red to the Pillory, which difabled him from being a Witnefs ; {o the efcaped, 
and he proved to be the Patient, and was fent by the Court to Newgate, 
for his Demerits. All which Matters are but touched here, for better In- 
telligence of his Cafe, but will be fuller fet forth afterwards. 
Mis Acquekt- LY. He begins Hiftorically, that he was clapped up in Newgate, only 
eave becaufe he had the ill Fortune to lodge in the fame Houfe with a Coiner. 
Timployment And there Mrs, Celier, a Midwife by Profeffion, anda Roman Catho- 
the Pa- ic, fet him to work, and fupported him. His firft Employment was to 
lay one Strode, his Fellow Gaol-Bird, afleep, by Virtue of a Potion that 
Mrs. Celier was to fend him, and then to fteal from Strode certain Papers 
he had, which would be ufeful againft the Teftimony of Bedlce. At: 
length fhe got him freed, and brought him to Powis-Hou/e, and the Lady 
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Powis (whofe Lord was one of the five in the Tower for the Plot)’ tadk 
him into her Employment, He heard her Ladyfhip read fome Leteers” 
‘from a Prieft, whence he gathered that the Work, to be done, was, by 
Pamphlets and Difcourfe, to rail at the Prefbyterians, in order to lay Trea- 
fon to their Charge ; which was a Work of many Hands. Then the Lords - 
in the Tower.took -him into Penfion, and Mrs. Celier was the Go-between, 
and” Expenditrix in Affaire; which Jay much in relieving of Catholics, 
and taking them out of Prifons: -It was to be faid that the Earl of Shaftf- 
bury killed Godfrey.. She employed Men in Prifon to copy Letters, whereof 
the Effect was afterwards found in Papers at Mr. Manfel’s : (Which Cheat 
will be underftood afterwards.) Thefe Papers were to be conveyed into the’ . 
Houfes of moft confiderable Prefbyterians. The Lady Powss read a Let- 
ter to him from S¢. Omer’s, of which the Effet was, If you bad takeq 
this Courfe fooner, much Blood might have been faved. The Lord €aftle- 
main, in the Tower, rebuked him for refufing to kill the King, . Then 
he went: and received the Sacrament, and had a Rebuke from a Prieft, for 
refufing the Propofition in the Tower, and another Rebuke from Gadbury 
the Aftrologer, on the fame Account; but yet Lady Powis faid he would 
be an honeft Man. 
., LU, Then an Intrigue was to be drefled up for making the Duke of hog Aa 
York (at his Return from Flanders) believe that the Prefbyterians were in a fe wes pur: 
Plot againft the King. Spies were to be {ent out to frequent Clubs and. upon. 
Coffee-Houfes to get Intelligence, and his the Friend, Mrs. Celier, told him 
he mutt ftickle againft Monmouth, Bucks, Shaftfoury, Grey of Wark; and 
Howard of Efcrick; that he was to tell the King, when he went to him 
with his Plot, that, if his Majefty had died, (for, in bad Earneft, he had. 
_been fick at Windjor) an Army, pofted about London, had ated ; and that 
Lord Shaftfbury, and others, had given out Commiffions, and a great 
Prefbyterian had promifed him one. This was for fetting up a Common- 
wealth, and Monmouth was to be at the Head; all which he told the King, 
and had Money from him. After Accounts given, and Anfwers to thefe 
Affairs, he was fent by Lady Powis to Confeffion and the Sacrament. Then 
the fent him to the Earl of Shaft/bury, furnith’d with the Form of his Ad- 
drefs to his Lordfhip, and the put into his Hand a Dagger, but he could 
not do the Bufinefs, and told her Ladythip fo; of which, Word was fent 
to the Tower. Then he muft go to the King, to tell him he had been 
with the Earl of Shaft/bury. And, by a fecond Dire@tion, he went again 
to the Earl, with another Dagger, which her Ladythip gave him, but ‘re 
infecla. Then he muft go to the King, and tell him of Papers, about the 
new Plot, hid in Colonel Manjél’s Chamber, and pray a Warrant to fearch; 
but it would not be granted for Want of an Affidavit, for which Lady 
Powis and Mrs, Celier {chool’d him, telling him his Religion was to part 
with his Life for the Caufe, 
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LI, Then he was at Mrs. Cedier's Houfe, where the Lady Powis, not 
prevailing with him to go again to the Earl of Sheftfury, patted him 
with her Fan, and called him a Cow-hearted Fellow, and faid fhe would ~ 
go herfelf: No, Madam, faid Mrs, Celier, I will de it. Then he was left 
alone with the Lady Povwzis, to plot up the Papers that were to be left at 
Manfel’s Chamber. When they were fix’d there, Mrs. Cesier told him he 
muft go get a Cuftom-houfe Warrant, which he did. It was to fearch for 
uncuftomed Goods. Soon after this, he was taken up and Newgated ; 
but Mrs, Celzer fupported and encouraged him, giving him Inftractions 
what he fhould fay; and fhe fent him Books of Account, to give him a 
Countenance of fome Employment. And, when he told the Lady Powts 
that he had been alone with the King in * W. Chifinch’s Chamber, the 
faid he had a brave Opportunity to have killed him. Mrs. Celier was all 
along the Agent, and ordered him to corrapt Witneffes, 

LIV. Here is the Accownt he modeftly gives of himf&H. After ¢hefe 
Affairs, he enters upon a Scene of Love Intrigues with Mrs. Ce/fer, and 
gives his own, and her tender Letters, But, when he comes to the Chief 
Juftice Scroggs, one would take him for a Rival; for he falls to inveighing, 
takes his Words to Pieces, and worries them unmercifully, Other Mat- 
ters are in this Pamphlet, but not material ¢o the prefent Defign, which is 
only to thew the Form and Figure of this bright Captain, and his Plot. 
And I am fare the prodigious Vanity and Nonfenfe, as well as atroce 
Wickednefs of thefe Doings, are not defcribable, but by the very Remains 
which the Authors themfelves have left of them. Hitherto we have been 
a little phlegmatic and dull, for this authentic Account came out, after a 
fhrewd Correction at the King’s Bench, as 1 hinted before, which made 
our Captain a little Confiderative ; for now he was to recover, if he could, 
fome Portion of Credit again. 

LV. But, if wewonld fee him in his Altitudes, we muft go back to the | 
Houfe of Commons, where he was examined, and his Information is prin- 
ted, by Order of the Speaker, in 1680. There he cuts and flafhes at another 
Rate. He fays he went with Mrs. Celier, to the Earl of Peterborough, 
and, with him, to the Duke of Yord, inftructed by the Lady Powys, and 
carrying a Book of his Plot with him. The Lord Peterborough had made 
him add, that the Prefbyterian Party intended to make an Infurreétion in 
the North, and join an Army of Scots. The Duke looked into his Book, 
ond advifed him to go on, faying the Prefbyterian- Plot was of mighty Confe- 
quence, if well managed, and conducing to the Catholic Canfe. That the 
Northern Gentlemen were his Friends, and no Strangers to his Defign. 
That he (Dangerfield) moft take Care not to be caught in Subornation. 
That the Commifhions would be ready. He muft find out Perfons trufty 
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who might fwear in the Plot, as he did, and names diverfe ; and, in.the 
mean Time, their Work was to report in Coffee-Haufes, that the Popith 


..¢Plot was but a Contrivance of the Prefbyterians, His Royal Highnets the 


Duke of York undertook for all the Charges, and fwore bitterly he would 
ftand by them. Afterwards the Duke told him he muft ga to the King, 
who had his Book; and he faid he heard of the Propofal by the Lords in 
the” Tower, to take off the King, and (what he had accepted to do) the 
Lord Peterharougb and the Duke wonderfully encouraged him ; and he fays 

lainly, that the Duke gave him twenty Guineys to hire him to kill the 
King, All which he fets forth, with more fcandalous Circumftances, and 
in a moft deteftable Manner, as, by his Narrative, appears. 

LVI. This, without more, affords Matter of Wonder, that it fhould be 
poffible any Age, or Affembly of reafonable Creatures, could bear with, 
much lefs encourage, a Rogue in giving fuch Idiotifms for Accufations! A 
Charge, upon the Duke, inconfiftent with the Genius of ordinary Quality, 
as well as Common Senfe, mach more of a Prince educated and known 
as he was. Every Line is Self-convi&t of Falfity: The Whole being an 
Invention, rather to be a¢ted in Newgate, by his Fellow Goal-Birds, than 
enter into the Heart of a Prince, and others of antient Nobility, and fuch 
as, being above Changelings, could not be fo free with. it in Difcourfe to a 
Rogue they knew came freth out of the Goal. But, notwithftanding all 

_ that, Means were made that he fhould have an Allowance, and his Pardon, 
to capacitate hiea for fwearing all this, and no bedy knows what more. The 
King granted the former for fome Time, but would not carry the latter 
fo far as to reftore him to the State of an Evidencer. One may obferve in 
the Votes of the fourth of November, 1680. and others in that Month, 
but too much yielding to the Importunity of wretched Witneffes for 
Pardons, Penfions, and Profits, of which the Particulars are better forgot 
than rehearfed. It is commonly fo when the Minds of Men are full of 
fome undue Project, for to carry the Paint, coffe che coffa, they certainly 
go from one ill Thing to another worfe, and, if not happily prevented, to 
worit of all, and ftick at nothing, however wicked, by the Way. As 
here, thofe that had at Heart this curled Plot of Oates, which acquitted the 
Duke of York, finding their Error in that, thought to retrieve it by fuch 
Means as infpired this Fellow. It is certain that, if the Duke had been at 
firft accufed for killing the King, and then charged with the Murder of 
Godfrey, the Bill of Exclufion, that coft fo much Pains, had fearce begn a 
Morning’s Work; to fay nothing of other relevant Attempts, as might 
have been made. 

LVII. Gueffing by Events, it feems the firft Movement, againft the Suc- 
ceffioh, was to reflect from the Queen, who was accufed to make W. ay for 
another. Who can tell what Reaches fome had, when that extraordinary, 
Law paffed, to divorce the Earl of Rofi from his Wife, called Roxolana; 
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ed in England, but followed by diverfe fince. If the Queen had been 
divorced by A& of Parliament, there might have fucceeded a new Queen 
with a Pofterity, and fo avoid actual cutting off the poor Woman. And 
this Way the rather, becaufe it was found that more and better Men, 
though no Friends to the Duke’s Succeflion, had rather it fhould have been 
put by with a lawful Iffue, than any other lefs juftiiable Way. And, per- 
haps, the republican Party concluded fuch Iffue muft come to the Crown 
young, and then they had a Game de integro, by Way of Curacy and Pro- 
teCtorfhip. And therefore, after Oates failed by the King’s Interpofition, 
whofe Steddinefs was not abfolutely depended upon, Bedloe muft fhove the 
Plot once more towards the Queen, to fee if it would hitch that Way ; 
but Providence hindered that Defign. ‘Thus it is very clear, that Project 
was taken to be moft comprehenfive, and had gone on, if the King had 
not had more Juftice, as well as good Nature, than the whole Combina- 
tion together, | oie 

LVIII. But now, to return to our Captain, we find*that -this Man/el, 
one of the Proteftants that was to be killed by thefe Papers foifted into 
his Chamber by him, inftead of having an eternal Quarrel, turns Author 
on the Captain’s Side, and wrote a moft rhetorical Difplay- of this Shan 
plot of the Papift, There is much of Truth, relating to this Bufinefs, 
to be raked out of his Rubbith; for he has-fet down :the Examinations of 
the Lady Powys, and the Lord Peterborough, not‘to be found elfewhere. 
Where it appears how much they: had been abufed and impofed upon, par- 
ticularly the Lady who owned that the-Captain was in her Houfe-a Fort. 
night, but fhe knew nothing of it, much lefs-was-the concerned in fuch 
hideous Newgate Stuff, as he {wore again{t her. 

LEX. It is pleafant. to obferve how: that verfatile Rogue deluded the 
Midwife Mrs. Ce/er, and indeed feveral others of the Catholic Party; and 
much to that. Purpofe we fhall have from the Madam herfelf. For, how= 
ever dexterous the. Captain was at his Pen, having publithed. various Sorts 
of Narratives (which, by the Way, is no {mall Availes of a Difcoverer 
that has the felling the Copies). trenching upon her Honour, fhe was~ as 
good at that Sport as-himfelf, and, I think, outwrote him; and though 
her Perfon was untowardly handled, yet fhe has done Right to her Fame 
in deathlefs Narrative ; whence we may gather, not-only the Hiftory of her 
Troubles, but be entertained as with a Comedy. And, in the Quality: of 
fach (which Kind of Writing they fay thews beft the Manners of any Age) 
I.muft needs recommend hers. It will be but juftto take her-own Tale 
of herfelf, as I have done the Captain’s; though I muft prognofticate fome- 
what of the Tragic alfo to fucceed; enough to feed the Humour of a me- 
lancholy. Genius, in a lively Reprefentation of fo. much Wickednefs and 
-Folly as ramped in that Age. As.for the Gentlewoman’s Veracity, it is to 
be faid that fhe wrote when all the Perfons were living that were named 
ax concerned :in ,her. Narrative. Therefore it could. be no Profit. to write 
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‘what might be ftraight proved falfe; and, in fuch a Circumftance, Folks are- 
careful of what they affirm. She dealt in A@s of Charity, and ftood niuch 
npon her Credit with Perfons of Quality and Honour, on Account of her 
Profeffion, who would not countenance a Lyar in Print. For which Rea- 
-fons I make no Doubt of faying, that all, fhe writes of her own Dealing: 
and Knowledge, is moft likely to be critically true; and the reft the be- 
lieved fincerely to be fo, and, if the fails, it is out of female Prejudice and: 
fond Credulity, as will appear. She was not difproved in any Thing, but: 
refle€ted on fufficiently, and moft of all by her former Friend and Ad- 
mirer the Captain; and Miles Prance hath a Fling at her in Print. But, 
whatever her Religion and Modefty might pretend to, fhe did not deferve 
to be put in a Bag with fuch Fellows as thofe were. : 

LX, She tells firft of her having aflumed the charitable Poft of re- she relieved | 
Nieving diftreffed Prifoners, and procuring their Liberties. Thefe were, as eae 
muft be prefumed, Catholics, and committed moftly on Account of the 
Plot. She tells us of ftrange Cries fhe heard in the Dungeon at Newgate, 
which fhe infinuates was Prance examined by Torture, and fhe fays he run 
ftark mad in Prifon, She names a Coachman tormented to own carrying 
the Body of Godfrey out of Town, where he lives, and may be heard to. 
own it every Day. She relates other ftrange Cruelties and- Barbarities ufed 
in that curfed Place. She found here this Willoughby, alias Dangerfield,., 
fatt by the ‘Heels: fot Debty! -Firtt; the fays; hie-begged :to partake of her. 

Charity... His-firft Service was'to draw up Articles, : fetting-forth the Cruel. 
ties- of the Prifon, for which the gave him: Two Shillings and: Six. pence ¢ - 
Thofe the prefented to the Judges; but nothing came of it. 

LXI. His next Employ was to fift one Strode, his Fellow Prifoner, ‘to Tie Captain 
find out a Subornation of the Earl of Shaft/bury; who, asthe prefumed, employee to 
was about to launch that Strode for a new Plot-Evidence: And,: upon Ap+ veries in Néw- 
plication, Strode gave Encouragement, pretending, by Papers he had, to ge. 
invalidate Bed/oe. The Captain’s next Work was.to filch thefe Papers 
from Strode, and, for that End, fhe fent him a Narcotic, And fhe fays 
that the Papers were thofe that Sir William Waller-found in her Houfe 
upon Search,. She adds fome Affidavits and Teftimonials about this Strode, 
to fhew: his: Engagements with Bedloe.. Fellow Padders, it-feems, And 
one may guefshe and Dangerfield were as well acquainted, .and thefe Papers . 
were the joint Impofture of both; but Strode, being of another Regiment, . 
kept out of this, and left it wholly to his Fellows. . 

LXII. Now Dangerfield is out. of Prifon, by Mrs Celier’s Charity, and, The Captain 
being a towardly young Fellow, was conftituted a Waiter upon the Jefuits paolo 
at their Trial ; for which Purpofe he was put in good Cloaths, and People a Spy. j 
wondered what double diligent Fellow that was. He was fet to fcout and 
bring her in Intelligence of fa@tious Defigns, and the tells what fhe under- 
ftood was intended, if the King had died at Windjor. . So the encouraged 
him to trade.on asa Spy, and, at feveral Times, he wrote thofe Papers, 

which . 
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which were found in her Meal-Tub, whereof the Revelation is coming for. 
wards, She ¢arried him to the Earl of Peterborough, and he to the Duke. 
He gave his Paper to the Duke, and he fent it to the King, and the King 
to Secretary Coventry. Dangerfield was ordered to go with Colonel Ha/- 


fall to the Secretary's to be examined, and he had forty Pounds given him- 


‘Then he brought Word, in good Earneft, to Mrs. Celier, of a Plot jut 
breaking out, but it feems, ina drunken Huff, he had made a Quarrel,-and 
fwore he would go over to the Prefbyterians; but this was hid from her. 
When he pretended the Plot-Papers lodged at Mr. Man/el’s, and could not 
get a Warrant to fearch, fhe advifed him to the Cuftom-Houfe Way. 
LXHI. After that was over, he comes to het in a moft lamentable Con- 
dition, and tells her he fhould be committed to Newgate. Alac a Day! 
they both wept; and fhe fets down the mournful Dialogue betwixt them. 
He gave her his Plot-Papers, great Secrets! And fhe, as he mutt obferve, 
put them in her Mea/-Tué. And it was from this cleanly Conveyance, the 
Meal-Tub-Plot had its Denomination ; which fiagle Word is.all that the 
Author of our Compleat Hiftory affords of the whole Matter, Then 
comes Sir William Waller, the Middlofex Jultice, to fearch her Houfe, 
and would have her ftraight to my Lord Shaftfury; but, at length, he 
took her Parole, and let her alone at that Time. But WiMoughby fent to 
her from Newgate, for Relief, in his great Diftrefs, She difpatched a 
Servant, to whom he howled, and (to meet her credulous Fancy) faid he 
had been tortured. He would have his Allowance made firm to him by 
Writing. She fent him Word he fhould have his Provifions continued, 
with her Motto, I sever change, adding fome hort InftruGiions, Then 
comes again the Knight, with bis. Myrmidons, ranfacked ber Houfe, and, 
by a wonderful Sagacity, found the Papets in: the Méel-Iad ;: fo the was 
fent to the Gate-Houfe. After this, fhe was brought to the Council to be 
examined, where fhe down of her Knees to the King, and begged fhe 
might not be tortared. The King faid it could not be done by Law, Then 
the {ets down her. Examination, by Way of Dialogue, mot divertingly. 
As, for Inftance, a cettain Lord, who fpoke often, {aid nething, without 
—put up your Hood, Madam. In the End, the was {ent to Newgate, and 
there the was honoured with diverfe Vifits from Sir William Waller. She 
writes the Converfation in Dialogue, which is an excellent Pourtrait to 
fhew the Method of working a Witnefs ; for it feems there was great 
Hopes of bringing her to what was called Confeffing, or telling All. And, 
for that End, Dangerfield, in the fame Prifon, was permitted to court her 
at a Window fome Diftance off. That is Dialogue alfo, and a choice Piece, 
He fhewed her Gold, and moved her to become the King’s Evidence, and 
to {wear againft the Duke of York, viz. that his Royal Highnefs gave her 


« the Original of the Papers in the Mea/-Tub; and that his Royal Highnefs 


bid her fet him to hide thofe that were found at Maz/él’s, and to kill the 
Earl of Shaftfbury ; telling her what vaft Advantages the fhould have 
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fiom the Lords, who were privy to all. The next Day, he would have had 
her’ to own that the Lord Peterborough gave her the Papers, and that 
Sir Allen Apfley (the Duke’s Servant) ee her 1000 /, which was to pay her 
for-killing the King and the Earl of Shaft/bury, and for raifing Soldiers; 
and, at thefe Paffages, he would howl moft hideoufly, 

LXIV. But, no good coming of this Interview, the Windows (as upon a Madam is 
fecret Commerce difcovered) were nailed up, Then fhe was examined a 
again, and the Dialogue no lefs comical ; and her Seryants were brought to 
oppofe her, She begged the Favour of the Earl of Shaftfoury to poe 
her from Sir William Waller, and the fays, that he faid many good Things 
to her. And Sir William made her another Vifit, of which fhe gives the 
Converfation as before; the Sum of it was to make her a Witnefs. She 
was again at the Council, and was always urged to confefs, and fhe was 
told that, otherwife, the fhould dye for i. If thefe Accounts of hers be 
true, as I fee no Reafon to doubt them, there never was a Woman mote 
magnanimous and undaunted than fhe appeared to be. 

LXV. She preffed hard to be tried, and, at length, in very good Earneft, Tried fs Trea. 
fhe was brought to the Bar in April 1680, and charged upon an Indict- startin 
ment of High Treafon, for confulting and expending Money in a Plot to pecity efcaped. 
kill the King, and to raife a War for introducing Popery, and ¢urning 
the Plot on others, and for hiring Dangerfigdd to nan the King, §&, 

There were two Witneffes produced againft her; ope was Gadbury 
the Aftrologer, wha, agreeable to his Profeffion, courted Secrete to cre- 
dit the Stars. He, as was faid, had been in the fame Trap with the Earl 
of Peterborough, but upon Terms, to fwear againft Celier, got his Par- 
don; but when he came to, his Memory was bruifed, and he knew Nothing 
at all, But then, as foon as Dangerfield advanced, the Woman charged 
with Fury upon him an whole Battery of Records, being Convictions, 
Outlawries and Judgments, with drfer de Main, Pillory, Prifon Breach ; 
and what not of Villainy, and almoft every Species of Crime? Then by 
Proof fhewed fo many ill Things of him, as the Court was foon fatisfied 
to reject him for a Witnefs. She proved that, when fhe fent firft to him 
to get Acquaintance with Strode, his Anfwer was, that they had been long 
acquainted, having padded together, and that he cared for neither Fire, 
Sword, nor Hell, nor what he faid or fwore, for he had ftudied to be a 
Rogue ever fince he was ten Years old, But in this, the gave no very good 
Character of herfelf that, after fuch a Declaration, trufted him as fhe did. 
Bat I think a roguy Planet reigned at.that’Time; fo common was it to en- 
courage and truft the Worft of them. In Fine, the Fellow was exploded 
with Ignominy, and fent Home to Newgate again, and the Prifoner was 
acquitted. After which, the Captain compofed and publifhed his afore-_ 
mentioned Cafe. i 
LXVI. The common Topic, viz. that this Fellow, being fo confummate he ¢ 
» aRogue, was the fitter to be a Witnefs, becaufe ncne but fuch are fit to ¥ 
Le 
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‘be employed in execrable Villainies, was urged here; but the Chief JuTtcc 
anfwered readily, Fit to be employed? True, faid he, but not fit to be cbe- 
Jieved. Thus was Dangerfield excluded from all Capacity of Pradtice in 
the Plot Trade; for what can a Man do in it that cannot be a Witnefs? 
And he never could in his Life, by any Means or Application to the King; 
from what Houfe foever it came, recover a teftifying Capacity. But, for 
all that, he was encouraged in a Manner paft all Belief; had a Penfion, 
walked about well dreffed, huffing and fwaggering, as one of the capital 
Difcoverers of the Plot; and, in all fuitable Company, had due Refpect 
paid according to that Quality, But, what he wanted in evidencing at 
Law, he made up in Narratives; his Pen had never been in the Pillory. 
He publithed diverfe Pieces, fome in Folio, others in Quarto; and all, for 
the Eminence of his Name, fold well. And as he obferved the Inclination 
of the Time, fo he leaned his Quill, till, at laft, he fell foul upon his Me- 
tropolitan Oates, in a Quarto Pamphlet, called More Shams yet. 
“Madam was LXVII. But, as for Mrs. Celier, though fhe was acquitted of Treafon, 
ne ofr for Want of legitimate fwearing, fhe muft not go off fo; for, if the came 
pilloried. an to be a Witnefs for Perfons accufed of the Plot, her Tongue, which 
was not tied, would be very foul upon the Evidence. Therefore fome 
topping wife Men thought it beft to keep her in Prifon, till fhe could be 
convict for tampering, and fet in the Pillory; as was done, and had the 
Effeét, as well by Way of Prevention, as of Punifhment, And it is related 
that, to put off the Execution of this Pillory Sentence, the counterfeited a 
Labour, All which is publifhed in a Pamphlet of Prance’s, entitled The 
Bloody Bladder; and 1 remember the Time when fuch faftidious obfcene 
Stuff was the Entertainment of all Coffee-Houfes, and made a Ridicule in 
every one’s Mouth, But the was thereby furnifhed with a new Subject for 
Clamor of her ill Ufage; and fo ended this Trage-Comedy of the mag- 
nanimous Midwife, : 
‘The Captain's LXVIII But now, toconclude with this Sham-Hero, I cannot but reflect 
ae for that, if there could be a Set of Perfons, Spectators of thefe Affairs, as little con- 
poe cerned as at the Events of Bear-Garden Plots, and they were brought to the 
View of this Fellow’s Sa/tinbanco Tricks, they would have been forry, and 
pined at his being fuch a zonjurable Rogue, by which a World of Sport was 
loft; for, in all Probability, he would have made a greater Splutter with his 
Sham-plots, than all the Evidences had done that went before him, He 
was a Fourb of bright Parts, with whom Oates (as much Dodtor, as he pre- 
‘tended to be) and Bedloe compared, were a Brace of Blockheads. After 
Tide of Ebb, and near low Water in Dangerfield’s Pockets, about 1684, 
that he could not maintain his Luxury and Whores as formerly; he laid 
them up at Enfe/d, and went oat upon an Expedition Errant, to fetch in 
“Supplies, and correfponded with the fair Ladies by the Name of Sifters: 
_ And he fo ordered the Matter, that he gathered about the Country, of very 


mean People, a great Sum. : 
* TWIWw -4Tr1L’. 


“Cuap. IV. EXAMEN. 265 


NALXIX, ay we know by Means of a Diary he kept of his Journey (a The Captain's 
vesy neceflary 'Furniture of a Plotter) which was taken from him and Pyvran ne 
printed. He notes all the Towns he vifited, and gives a juft Account of the plotting 
. Sti Receits and Difburfements at every one; and expreffeth, thortly, T+ 
Character of every Perfon that gave him Money; as, received of a 
Farmer, a Labourer, and the like. It is wonderful by what Art he de- ~ 
luded thofe poor People, and made them part with their Money by Angels, 
Crowns, and Half-Crowns, as they did to him. I fancy it favours a little of 
the Bodkins and Thimbles in forty one. And he pretended fome fecret 
Truft under the Proteftant Patriots, and traded in .defperate Propofitions 
amongft them: And he touches diverfe Occafions, from fome more acute 
Perfons, he had given him to mend his Pace and {cour off. In a Word, 
his Succefs was great, and it is Pity he was not more diffufed in his Jour- 
nal. But, as it is, we have a Specimen of an ufeful Piece of Furniture, as 
I termed it, of a Plotter; for, having this Diary of all his Actions, Mo- 
tions, and Events, he might frame a Story fo as it fhall be hard to convict 
it of Falfity, but, on the other Side, capable of Confirmation by proving the 
indifferent Paflages ; which, in thofe Days, wascalled circumftantial Evidence 
and went a great Way in Credit upon the Main. Now, having laid forth 
this Series of Management, I come to my Memorial, which is fhort; and, 
were it only for the Sake of Comment on what is here related, or of this 
on that, is fit to be fubjoined as. it is: But it will be found a very material 
Narration of the whole Proceeding. 
LXX. “ One Dangerfield (who had been a Companion with Bedloe upon A Memorial, 
the Road, and in Prifon for Debt) feeing his Comrade in fuch Plenty fhewing the 
and Eitteem by his Teftimony againft the Papifts in the Plot, knew not Seeks tate 
better how to introduce himfelf to be a Witnefs, than by offering his. P.w:.. 
Service to the Papifts, that he might have fome Converfatidn with them 
to puta Colour upon his Teftimony. And it happened, that the Lady 
Powis made it her Bufinefs to collect Money for diverfe who were thrown 
into Gaol on Account of this Plot, or the Popith Religion; wherein 
Mrs. Celier, the Midwife, was her Agent, who was a notable, pragmatical 
Woman, and, by her Profeffion, was acquainted with many great Ladies 
at Court. Mrs. Celer, taking a Liking to this Dangerfield, and his 
Debt being but {mall, for which he was in Gaol, recommended him to 
Lady Powzs’s Stock, and took him out, and he turned Papift to boot, 
and promifed to be very officious to ferve the Papifts by foliciting for 
them, by taking Notes at Trials, and by going to Coffee-Houfes 
and other Fanatical Clubs, and difcovering Defigns. His Forwardnefs 
begat great Confidence in him, and he was carried to Lady Powis to 
thank her for her Charity, and gave her many Affurances, 
LXXI. « I make no Doubt but, all this While, he had fome Friends, scouts 
among the contrary Party, that were able to help him, and to let him te Duke of 
© pafs amongft them, and be in fome Cabals for the entitling him to . 
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*« fome Credit. After a little Time he comes big to MrsCélier, withhe 
“* Difcovery that the Fanatics were hatching a Rebellion,.and that there 
“was to be a fudden Rifing in Arms, and that himfelf was to have 4 
« Commiffion and be a Captain; that new Counfellors of State were sap- 
* pointed, and a Model of an Army made affecting the Defign; that, if” 
‘he might find Credit, he would difcover it to the King, and be a Spy 
upon them, and, in Time, get fo far into their Counfels, as to Know 
where their treafonable Papers lay, which he would reveal, that they 
might be feifed; at laft he would get from them a Commiffion, which 
he would produce to deteét their Villainies, and preferve the King. 
Mrs. Celier knew not any fitter Perfon to introduce him than my Lady 
Powts, who, by Reafon of her Nephew’s Marriage with the Earl of 
Peterborough’s Daughter, might bring him to the faid Earl in Order to 
be brought to the Duke, to whom he had a great Mind to apply him- 
felf, and whofe Protection he defired. 
The Duke LXXII. “ His Paflage was very eafy to the Duke; for thefe great 
rae him oe Perfons, not imagining the Villainies of the World, nor being ufed to 
heto these, “© Bufinefs, were very greedy of it when it was offered, and thought to 
cretary, “* appear very ferviceable to the King as well as to the Duke by it. Buc 
“the Duke, who had always lived regularly and carefully, as foon as 
« the Captain was brought to him (for fo he would be called, faying 
« that he miffed his Employment among the Fanatics; he knew the 
« King would repair him by a Commiffion of that Quality at leaft; and. 
«the Earl of Peterborough failed not to treat him in that Style) gave 
*« him Encouragement to ferve the King, and told him he would inform 
« the King of it, and he fhould fuddenly know the King’s Pleafure. The 
« Captain was ftartled at this, and defired the King might not be ac-. 
 quainted with the Bufinefs, till it was more ripe for Difcovery; but the 
« Duke profeffed he would retain no Secret from the King, and bid him 
« wait on the Earl of Peterborough, and he fhould have an Account of 
_ the King’s Pleafure. The Captain was a little troubled at this; for he 
« had a mind to tranfa@ with, and have frequent Accefs to, his Royal. High- 
« nefs, and expreffed a Difcontent. But there was no Remedy, and fo 
«¢ he was to attend the King’s Pleafure; which was, that Colonel. Hal/ey 
«« fhould carry him to Secretary Coventry, to whom he fhould declare 
« his Bufinefs, and receive Directions from him as there fhould be’ 
« Occafion, , ; 
He plies for LXXHI. « He was fain to play his Game as well as he could, and de- 
persis “ fired once to be brought to the King, to whom he declared what 
theSecretary. ‘ Confidence the Earl of Shaft/bury had in him; and, to make it ap- 
« pear, he produced to the King two Letters of Sir Richard Bulfirode, 
“« directed to the Earl (how he could come by them is very confiderable, 
‘« he faid it was by Accident, they lying in a loofe Drawer in the Earl’s 
« Howfe.). The King made no Queftion but that he had been with ite 
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wid Eari; -but would give him no other DireGtions, but that the ‘fhould 
-“, wait upon ‘the Secretary, and follow his Orders. Then he pretended 
+© Want of Money, and obtained fome (being-in Service of this Im- 
BP desler ged and indeed it is the only fit Reward for Spies) whereupon he 

“transforms himéelf into a genteel Habit, and preffeth for more Money. 
« But the Secretary began to grow wafpith, and told him all his Difcovery 
« lay in his own Talk; for there was no Manner of concurrent Tefti- 
«mony, nor any Commiffions or Papers produced, whereof he had fo 
« often talked, and in plain Terms told him, he had more Money than he 
« deferved, 

LXXIV. “ Then he preffed for a Warrant to fearch for Papers, and Man/e! fearch- 

«* would have had the Duke procure it ; but he, having been a Means to ed, ed Eee 
“ put this Affair into the Management of the King’s Minifters, would not Captain's lay- 
«* any Way farther concern himfelf in it. The Captain then would have ing. 
*¢ had the King command Mr, Secretary to grant him his Warrant. But 
« the King afking the Lord Chief Juftice North, that cafually ftood by, 
« it was told that, unlefs there was Oath to ground a Search, or fome Cir- 
“ cumftances of pregnant Sufpicion, it could not be done. This Anfwer 
“ being given, the Captain faw there was no Way to entrap thefe Men that 
«walk by Rule; he muft take fome other Courfe to bring himfelf fairly 
“ upon the Stage, for the Time of Parliament was at Hand, which was 
* to be his Harveft. Hereupon he gets a Warrant of Courfe to fearch for 
« uneuftomed Goods; and fearched Colonel Manjél’s Chamber in fach.a 
« Way, as it was plain he took Care there fhould not want Demonftration 
* that the Papers were of his own laying, by the clear Teftimony of the 
« Conitables and Officers that were with him. ‘Thefe Papers he brings to 
«« the Secretary’s, who now thought him in Earneft; and the Earl of Ef 
« fex puta great Value on the Difcovery, faying he believed there was 
** fomething in it, for Man/él had been his Servant, and he was as ill a Man 
«< as could be, and very like to engage in that Kind. 

LXXV. “ The being of the Privy Council, and coming into committed 
“ Whitehall to a Committee of Council, perceived, at the Council-Stairs, for a Coiner. 
«« Doyly, an Officer of the Mint, and this Dangerfield quarrelling ; Doyly 
‘« faying he was a Coiner, and the Captain faying he was employed about 

the King’s Bufinefs, and vouched Secretary Coventry, and this with 
“* great Earneftnefs for fome Time, ftopping his Lordthip’s ‘Paflage up 
« Stairs, and Doeyly faid he had Proof againft him. The Lord —~. told 
‘« him he would inform the Lords of it, and he was confident they would 
“* not permit any Man to fhelter himfelf in #biteball from the Law, efpe- 

cially in fo great and ignominious a Crime; and fo went up and fat in 
the Committee, but did not interrupt the prefent Bufinefs with a Matter 
“ of fuch fmall Confequence, as that Quarrel was. But Sir Thomas Dole- 
man, a Clerk of the Council, came to his Lordfhip, and told him Doy/y. 

« had fent to put him in Mind of the Coiner that was below, and there- . 
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upon fhewed a falfe Guinea, and undertook to prove that-Piece wApsoF | 
that Fellow’s coining. Thereupon his Lordfhip moved that a Meffenger; 
by their Order, might feife him and put him into a Juftice of Peace’s 
Hand, to be examined, and ordered according to Law. The Oder 
was given, and the Thing prefently done, and Secretary Coventry,” 
coming afterwards, faid, fmiling, that his Intelligencer was apprehended 
for a Coiner, but was told that his Intelligencer muft anfwer the Law, 
and fo the Captain was carried away and committed. 

LXXVI, « Colonel Man/el complained of the Abufe upon him, and, 
thereupon, the Captain was fent for to anfwer, and pretended to make a 
Defence, but with fo much Affeétation, and ridiculous Confidence againft 
the plaineft Proofs that ever were, that he was committed by the Council 
for this falfe Accufation of Colonel Man/el, and forging the Papers; and 
he was not wanting too, in his Defence, to fhew how he was admitted 
into the King’s Prefence, and affirmed fome Things contrary to the 
King’s own Remembrance. During his being hurried to and fro, Mrs. Ce- 
lier was not wanting to place herfelf in his Way, to hearten him, and 
promife him his Part fhould be taken; and he, to rid himfelf of fome 
Papers, gave them to her, advifing her to hide them in the Meal-TiA, 
And the held a Correfpondence with him in Newgate; and fo the Mi- 
ftrefS of Secrets and Intrigues was faft in the Trap, and fuffered by 
ftanding in the Pillory, And the Captain was not long in Newgate, 
but defired one Day to be brought before Sir Robert Clayton, then Lord 
Mayor, where he made Affidavit of a long Narrative, and was, from that 
Time, taken to be one of the principal Difcoverers of the Popith Plot. 
He accufed the Lady Powis and the Earl of Peterborough, and, after- 
wards, the Duke of York of High Treafon. ‘Fhe King, feeing fo long 
a Narrative fo foon produced, concluded it had been meditated and pre- 
pared long before; and that all his Intercourfe at Court was only that 
he might be admitted into the Prefence of thofe Perfons whom he de- 


» figned to accufe; and that it was but an Introdudtion to his being a Wit- 


nefs to accompany the reft, 

LXXVII. « But it happened that he had ftood in the Pillory, and could 
be no legal Witnefs, and the King would, by no Addrefs or Applica- 
tion, be induced to capacitate him to teftify. $o all his Projects failed, 
though he was as. much careffed, and as much Weight Jaid on his Te- 
ftimony by the Anti-court Party, but to no Purpofe. It was obferved 
there was no Man fo eager, as the Earl of Effex, to profecute the Lady 
Powis, and to make Ufe of him as well as Colonel Man/él, who ap- 
peared to be of his Side, to accufe and tax the Court of a Sham-plot ; 
which was wondered at, when he had been fo forward to affirm that 
he believed there was Reality in it. 

LXXVIIL “ This Dangerfield was bred a Clerk, being an Attorney’s Son, 


and his Father deeply engaged in the late Times, He could write well, _ 


“ and 


Guar. IV, EXAME N. 269 


“gs was a handfome proper young Fellow of a verfatile Wit: So that, 
« jf he fhould have been accepted to teftify, in Probability, he would have 
‘* far out gone all the former Witneffes. He made fome Sport, by fhews 
‘« pe fome Love Intrigues that pafled between him and Mrs, Celier; but 
he could be of no Ufe, for the Lords refufed to commit the Earl of 
« Peterborough, though, at the Bar, tr teftified plain Treafon againft 
« hin,” | : 
LXXIX. So ends the Memorial ; by which one may fee how much-of The whole 
Truth is wanted in the printed Accounts of Affairs, though done by Par- aprortad 
ties contefting with all their Force one againft another, They, for Want public Di- 
of Art or Judgment, leave out many material Circumftances, or make Surbances. 
undue Inferences from what they do fet down, as may be obferved here 
from the Captain and his Madam, It may be collected from Names of 
‘Perfons, found in thefe Relations, who they were that, from behind the 
Curtain, infpired this Wretch. I hall not repeat them, but fay only that 
they were the Heads of the Anti-court Party, I have more than once 
noted that the fame individual Perfons have been all along concerned to 
agitate all Sorts of Tumults and Sedition, and efpecially this-Plot-driving 
Trade, and then (as here) abetting Sham-plots and Trapans upon the Go- 
vernment and its Friends, to notorious Purpofes. The very Prints of their 
own Side, ‘much more thofe of the loyal Side, but moft of all their Actions, 
as they were obferved by us, that, in thofe Times, moved up and down, 
and converfed amongft them, made their Engagements notoribus, For,-at- 
every Turn of a Sham-plot, we were fure of our Company, as wéll as if 
they had been all lifted to Attendance and Aétion before-hand. -And, ac- 
cording as the Matter was of greatér Importance and Expectation, fo were 
the Coffee-Houfe Emiffaries and Satyrifts more alert and bufy. Their Eyes 
fparkled, and their Steps were quick, and particularly about this Sham-Plot 
of Dangerfield, Meal-Tub, and Bloody-Bladder, which made the felling 
Titles to Pamphlets. The whole Lift of them was fo engaged and attive, 
that any one would have thought that now the very Bottom of the Plot 
was coming up. And I am atfured the Party was finking deep for it, 
and had ‘brought forth horrid Accufations, if the careful Steps of the 
Court, and the Mifcarriage of fome of the Tools, had not prevented. It 
may be thought I have been too prolix and particular in fetting out the 
Matters, alledged about this Sham, as not of Value to deferve it,. But 
really I fear, that, if I am faulty (confidering how much is left behirid) 
it is in being too fhort, and not particular enough. 1 confe{s I did fome- 
what more for the Sake of a little Explanation of the Times, as well as 
of our Author, that is to follow, there being Deeds of greater Darknefs 
than thefe, to be brought forwards towards the Light, which a little Re- 
‘flection from thefe may make more eminently diftinguithable. 
LXXX. One Thing I am ture of, which is, that I have fhewn enough 
to entitle the Subje@t Matter to a Place in the Hiftory of this Reign. For, 
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if a criminal Stratagem, levelled at the Monarch himéelf, his Royal Gon- 
fort and Brother, with others of the Nobility, examined into by the Brivy 
Council, the Houfes of Parliament, and at feveral Trials at Law, and 
made the whole Difcourfe and Expectation of the Times, as if the Fate of 
the Nation depended on it, be not worth Notice in Hiftory, I knows 
what is fo, And I looked fharp into our Compleat Hiftory, to fee if I 
could find it there, but not a Word in the Time; but, as I hinted before, 
down, I know not how far, in another Reign, I found this fame Meal- 
Tub lurking. It feems the Captain, being punithed for Perjury, was to 
have a Place among the State Martyrs; and it had been dull, not to fay for 
what. Being whipped by Judgment, for mortal Perjury, the Author ac- 
counts it to have been a cruel Sentence ; and, by the fame Meafure, he 
mutt account plain Lying a meritorious Virtue, fit to be rewarded. But, 
being to name the Offence, he fays only that the Captain, in his Narra-. 
tive, did reveal that be was employed by the Popifh Party, and chiefly by the 
Lords in the Tower, and the Countefs of Powis, to invent a Meal-Tub- 
Plot, which was to have thrown the Popifh-Plot upon the Prefbyterians, A 
moft lucid Account is here given of a Meal-Tub-Plot, and its mighty Ma- 
chination! He fays alfo, that it was according to bis Depofitions in Parlia- 
ment, that isthe Narrative, and ordered to be printed by the Houfe of Com- 
mons. I find not, in the Examination.in the Houfe of Commons, any Thing 
of that Meal-Tub Circumftance ; but the Author will have it fo, and per- 
fuade ws that however falfe and {candalous, yet the fame Facts being {worn 
to there, purges all Offence, and makes the Libel lawful, and pub- 
lithable without Offence to any 5 and, confequently, he ought to have been 
acquitted at his Trial. And, all this While, we are not favoured with the 
leaft Particular or Item of this Cafe fo cruelly fentenced. Rare Hiftorian ! 
LXXXI. Iam fare that, whatever the Libel was, this Account is mali- 
cious and falfe: For he fays revealed; he had better have faid all that Dan- 
gerfield {poke was true, for the Word revealed implies as much. A falfe 
Fact is a Non-Ens, and cannot be revealed ; that Word belongs to Truth, that 
fappofes correfpondent Exiftence in Nature to anfwer the Notion expref- 
Sed. But what is it he thus affirms to be true? — fo invent, €c. which is 
as falfe as the reft; for it is notorious that neither the Lords, the Countefs, 
not Celer, employed him to invent, in the Englifh Senfe, but to find out a 
Plot, if fuch was, as they verily believed. I may pafs by whom he means 
by the Popifh Party, that is the King and the Duke of Courfe; and fo 
clear a Conclufion muft pleafe, viz. to throw the Popith-Plot upon the 
Prefbyterians: You underftand me; if not go look, you fhall find nothing 
in the Author that fhews what A@ions or Faéts were couched under that 
Defcription; but the fingle Word Meal-Tub, makes all plain. Now that 
was a trifling Circumftance, no Part of the Narrative, or the leaft confi- 
derable, But why that, and nothing of the Main, the Duke of Yorg {worn to 
be a vile Parricide and Affaffin, as could hire fuch a Rogue as Danger- 
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fei with twenty Guineys down, to kill the King, and, as the Libel 
spaints it, a moft degenerate Wretch, a plotting, fwearing Fourb, as if he 
had not been a Prince of the Royal Blood, but one of the Newgate Band. 
Tht Greatnefs of the Offence, as to the Duke, makes us forget the Earl 
and Countefé as if they were Nobody. All Bargainers for killing the 
King, and the.Earl of Shafffbury; which latter the Countefs would have 
difpatched with her own fair Hands, if the Midwife had not put: in 
for the Place; Ground enough for a Pamphlet, as was publifhed, of a 
Plot to kill the Earl of Shaft/bury. Thefe are Things which am ordinary 
Ovdipus would eafily colleét from the Word Meal-Txb. What need the 
Author be. prolix to rehearfe any of thofe Peccadillo’s, fo plainly to be 
underftood? Now, let his Authorfhip purge himfelf if he can, frit, of 
concealing, in proper Place, the whole Villainy of his Party-Plot«Man 
Dangerfield, and then, of {neaking behind a few Years in the next Reign, 
with a nonfenfical Flirt about a Meal-Tub, with a non-intelligible Slander 
tacked to it; and, after all, for making the vileft Rogue upon Earth, be- 
ing punifhed for his Demerits, to become a Martyr of the Fa@ion. Et 
ertt mibi magnus, 
LXXXI. After this infolent Attempt of Dangerfield (like a black Storm) 
was blown over, the Court had no Reft, for along Time, from Sham-plots 
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Sham-plots in- 
creafe, as Sym- 


greater of lefs. For every Rogue, that had not been pilloried, thought a fait faa™™ 


Game lay open to him; which was the Fruit ‘of the Encouragestiertt, the 
Captain had from the Fadtion, not only before, but 4 confiderable Time 


after the Courts of Juftice had fpewed him out. Symfon Tong, Son of 


the famous Dr. Tong, put himfelf in a Way of Trade, ‘by endezvouring 
to trapan Somebody or other, and feemed to level moft direétly at Sir Roger 
.LEfirange ; but the old Knight was fo plot-learned, that Nothing would 
faften upon him, But yet he was nettled at the Attempt, and the En- 
couragement and Affiftance Tong had from the Faction in all their News 
and Pamphlets, by which they fought to defame him as much as if he 
had been a Sham-Plotter in earneft; and thereupon he gave himfelf the 
‘Trouble to print, in a Quarto Pamphlet, entitled Tbe Shammer fhammed, 
1681, the whole Tranfaction adorned with all the Circummftances, And 
any one, that would obferve the low Politics of this Sort, may fee there a 
compleat Procefs of fuch Knavery. This young Rafcal muft needs be 
brought to the King (that was the Note they were all tutored to) and there 
he railed at his own Father fo indecently, the King could not bear it, but 
rejected him abfolutely, He had {worn Oates’s Plot contrived by his Fa- 
ther, and then unfwore it again, to and fro in Terms of Contradiétion 
more than once, and was a Wretch moft proftitute and defpicable. But 
after he had his final Settlement in the Goal, where formerly he had cut 
Pegs, and his fwearing and forfwearing, to make a Plot, came to No- 
thing, yet the Saints accepted him, taking his (good) Will for the Deed, 
_ and admitted him into the Protettion of their Charity, whereby he had 
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ample Provifion made for him of Diet and Clothes: And fo far his @aths 
were not unprofitable ; as if {wearing pro and con, were a good Title to a 
Penfion. It is to be fufpeéted fome holy Secrets were in his Power, and 
might have been (truly) revealed; and, though his Word or Oath véould 


.go but a little Way towards it, yet he could difclofe Matters in fuch a feel 
_ ing Way as might have been believed. The Saints do not ufe to part with 
, their Money without valuable Confideration, : 


Fizbarris's 
like the Cap- 
tain’s, but 
much im- 
proved. 


LXXXIII. Now I am launching into a Sea of Sham, and that is the 
Plot known by the Name of Fitzharris. It was for the Sake of this, 
partly, that I dilated that of Dangerfield fomewhat more than it might 
feem to deferve; becaufe we fhall find it was faid, and not much awry, 
that this of Fitzbarris was copied after.that. It is with Sham-plots, ac- 


.cording to their Genus, Forgery. They all gain by Experiment. If, in 


one Voyage, any Leaks thew themfelves, againft the next, they are care- 
fully and artfully ftopped. Dangerfield was an unlucky Rogue, as touching 
the Pillory, but what he wanted in Capacity, he made good in Countenance. 
But there were, in his very Model Mala Stamina; for he entered his Game 


too far off the Court, firft by Madam Celier, and fo round: about, by 


‘The common 
Defign of 
Sham-plots to 
lofe the King 
with the Peo- 
ple. 


Lady Powis and the Earl of Peterborough, to the Duke in Order to get 
clofer to the King: And many Accidents might, as really did, happen 
crofs in fuch a Tour as this, Therefore, if a Tool could be got, that 
was already in Practice at Court (the nearer the very Center the better) 
it faved many Hazzards, and was fuppofed to enfure the Adventure, 
LXXXIV. I have mentioned more than once, that the Drift, of all, 
thefe Workings, was to get Foot-hold upon fome firm Ground, from 
whence the Faction might boldly charge the King with Plots of Suborna- 
tion to deftroy Proteftants, and then to inculcate that the King and the Duke. 
(which latter they thought already in their Pounces) were all one in Mifchief, of 
which the united Cure muft be indifferently applied to both. After the People 
were once prejudiced againft the Duke, and ready to believe all Manner of Evil 
of him, the Tranfit was eafy ; Brethren in Iniquity, and the Work was done. 
This was confirmed in the Perfon of Oates himfelf, who, among other 
villainous Speeches, ufed to fay, that the King was as deep in the Plot as 
the Duke; and as arrant a Papift as bis Brother; and that he bad Jitb- 
orned Witneffes to flifle the Plot, and to throw it upon the Proteftants ; 
which, as I take it, was mentioned fome Time before. .And, when young 
Tong was before the Ccuncil, Oates faid, to fome of his Companions, 
that all the Subornation would come up to his Mafter at loft, meaning 
the King. The holy Reach, of this perjurious Scandal, was, that the 
King might not only lofe all the Confidence of his People, but, on the 
contrary, be thought a declared Enemy and Deftroyer of the beft of them; 
and qualified for the Work by being himfelf one of the moft facinorous of 
human Kind, They continually watched for Colours, and, for Fail, made- 
them, to affirm this, and then backed it with Swearers in Ordinary.. And, 
confiderine 
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corpidering that the King loved to fee, hear and judgé for himfelf, whielt 
led him to admit forward People into his Prefence, it is a Wonder his 

.,"Majefty fo well efcaped the Snares laid for him, And, of all the Inftances. 
of fhis Kind, none came fo near the Effect, as the working of this Fitz- 
barris, whom the Faétion had found out to have Accefs at the Duchefs of 
Port/mouth’s Lodgings, which were known to be the Place of the King’s 
moft remifs Hours, And how they could have planted a Battery nearer 
his Perfon, but. within the Cabinet, or the very Curtains of his Bed, 
I cannot tell. So far this new Model improved upon Dangerfield, as Oates 
upon Mocedo: For the Captain was juft crope out of Newgate, and, as 
was obferved, began his Fire at a Diftance. 

LXXXV. Although it is a little too early to make Comparifons, yet, by A Compirifor 

Way of Preparative, for once, and to make the Reader a little more ap- ot Ste be 
prifed of the odd Things to come, I will venture forth my Reflections on and Fitzharris’s 
the ftrange Power Accident hath in the Procefs and Event of falfe Plots ; Pic. 
which cannot be better fhewn than by a Comparifon in Grofs between the 
Grand Plot of Oates, and this no lefs (in Intention) of Fitzbarris, The 
former had a great Advantage by being fo carly, becaufe the Aims of it 
were lefs difcerned and fufpected. This of Fitzharris had an Advantage 
by coming after, becaufe the Faults, of all that went before, were mended. 
But yet there was ftrange Difference in the feveral Events, The former 
took Fire beyond Project or Expectation, but fpent it felf, and loft all its 
Force by frequent Explofions, This only burnt in the Fufee, and never 
fired; but yet had a mofe dangerous Charge than the other. Oates’s wrought 
upon Accident, Ex Re mata, and fucceeded, in Rabble and Noife, beyond 
Imagination. Fitzharris’s was framed with Advantage to do all that the 
other did, and more; that is, to blaft the King, arm the Faétion, follevate 
the Mob, and yet never had the Honour of fo much as a fingle Crowd af- 
ter it. So crofly will Things happen that are built upon falfe and wicked 
Principles. That of Oates was the moft foolifhly put-together Stuff that 
ever was known, and yet took with the People almoft generally, to a 
Wonder; and all owing to a Series of combined Accidents. But this of 
Fitzbarris was the moft devillith, fabtile, and craftily framed, well jointed, 
and feemed not to want Accident; but yet, in the lind, as to the main 
Drift, proved, not only vain but, utter Confufion to the Contrivers ; 
and all from feetning Accident too, but fuch as could never have been 
forefeen. : ; 

LXXXVI. But the immature Lofs of fo hopeful a Sham-plot, as that of ThisPlotdark, 
Fitzbarris.,, hath left a ftrange Darknefs upon the Contrivance and Defign arom 
of it; fo that it is very hard, if not impoffible, to recover fully what was againt the 
intended to be the Shape of it; which would have been notorious, if it had King. 
proceeded fuccefsfully and triumphant, as the Plot of Oates did. And 
this Obfcurity falls out propitious to the Defign, or general Plot, of the 
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Author before us, For he thinks he has the fame Privilege, as his Paty, 
in their Time, took to themfelves, of converting all Things into rark- 
Libel upon the King. That, which miffed the Effe&t intended by a 
Faétion, the Deftruction of his Majefty and his Government, yet fexves 
the Author well enough for Libel; as when the Alchymift’s Furnace thew 
up, a meer fcraping the Potfheards got what was ufeful to cure the Itch. 
I fhall make Application afterwards, and, at prefent, lay out a Word or two 
of Entreaty that, in the Profecution of this meandrous Labyrinth (without 
any Clue but the Criticifm of a Cotemporary, that faw, heard, and won- 
dered at what paffed,and not till lately, after a World of Reflection, is 
come to any tolerable Settlement of Thought about the Springs of thefe 
Motions) I may not feem over fine, or be thought tedious; becaufe the 
fubjeét Matter is of the laft Value or Character in Hiftory, and (as toa clear 
Intelligence of it) equally defired and defpaired of. 
The Author LXXXVII. It thall be my Bufinefs to gather, out of fuch Memorials 
esborate in. ag 1 can find, what in a reafonable Manner may be difcovered of the De- 
sone Pom figns and Projet of the Fadtion in the Managery of this Fitzbarris ; 
* and I am fure I fhall reach fo far as fhall demonftrate the prefent Au- 
thor’s falfe and malicious Dealing. Preparatory to which, I muft farft ob- 
ferve that, although he is not pleafed to difclofe any particular Facts 
of the foregoing Plots, as to this he is neceffitated to break his Mea- 
fures of Suppreffion For, whether there was a Crifis of Politics or not, 
there was certainly a Crifis of State. For the grand Turn of Affairs, at 
the Oxford Parliament, happened upon the Subject of this Plot ; and it is 
mentioned in the Votes of both Houfes, and in a Royal Declaration; 
againft the Power of which latter, he thinks he has found a counter Charm, 
the Sincerity of which will, in Confequence, be made appear. And I fhall 
affirm clearly on his Side fo far that, in no Inftance of his whole Book, 
he appears mote like himfelf, than in the Account he has given of this 
Fellow and his Plot; and fince the Connection, it had with the Affairs of 
State and Parliament, would not let him baulk it, he has made a Virtue 
of Neceffity, But, of this Plot, and Plotter, I fhall trace thorough the 
Circumftances, diftinguithing, as I go, what is clear or warranted by Proof, 
ahd what is taken by Conjecture, and do not therein demand other than 
candid Reflection; be the Judgment integral to every one. And, after this, 
T hope I fhall not be wanting to do the Author that Right, his loyal and 
dutiful Reprefentation deferves. 
The cleareft LXXXVIIL. As to the naked Truth of the overt Faéts relating to this 
Fadts andSute Cafe of Fitzharris, which raifed fuch Storms in the Oxford Parliament, 
pi rl and afterwards made fuch a Stir in Weftminfler-Hall, ending in his At- 
tainder of High Treafon, for making and publifhing a difmal Libel, 
and his being executed thereon, our beft Guide will be his Trial and 
other public Examinations that are in Print. For, in Matters of this Na- 
: ture, 
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ture, what is publithed about the Times of the Aétions, and is accepted 
without Contradiction, may be thought, as to the Fact reprefented, credible, 
: Thus we find he was, by Nation Iri/A, and, by Profeflion Roman Catholic. He 
or his Wife, had fome Relation to Mrs. Wall, the Duchefs of Port{mouth’s 
Woman, who was alfo of that Country. This gave him Opportunity of 
Acquaintance there, in Order to make Profers of his Service, and to ad- 
vanee Projects for his Interefts as he thought fit. He owns, all along, 
that he was employed by the Duchefs and Mrs. Wall, as a Spy, and to 
bring in Intelligence of Libels and PraGtices againft the King, or againft 
her Grace, and that he had fome Money upon that Account. 

. LXXXIX,. That which the Ladies related at the Trial was, that about 
two Years before Fitzhbarris was taken up, he pretended to Mrs. Wall, 
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Entertained ag 


a Spy at the 
? Duchefe of 


that he could do great Service by bringing, into the King’s Intereft, feveral Pors/mouth’s 
difaffected Perfons, and particularly the Lord Howard of Efcrick; which ri prouas 


fhews how early he was in the Intimacy of that noble Peer. He PlO~ Howard. 


fered firft to bring that Lord to the Duke of York, and Mrs. Wall {poke 
to the Duke of it; but he faid Fitzbarris was a Rafcal, and he would 
have Nothing to do with him. That ended the Intrigue as to the Duke 
of York; which was probably a Difappointment to the Lord Howard, as 
well as to Fitzbarris, if, in this Bufinefs, we may make two of them. 
Then he would needs bring his Lordthip to the King; but the Lord Howard, 
as he fays himfelf, refufed to go, on Pretence that he would not rifk 
giving his Majefty Offence by his different Sentiments: But he would go 
and wait on the Duchefs of Port/mouth, to make his Compliments to her ; 
and furely he muft conclude the King would be there, for it was his 
Affair and not the Lady’s, And finding, as I fuppofe he expected, the 
King there, it is like he argued for the Bill of Exclufion, which was little 
to the King’s Satisfaction. And afterwards his Lordthip made his fecond 
courtly Vifit to the Duchefs, to thank her for the Honour done him, and, as 
may be gueffed, to eflay what farther Advantage he might make of this 
Experiment which, by the King’s Diftafte, feemed concluded: So, as to 
that Dance, it would no farther go. 

XC. But Fitzbarris and his Wife ftill plied their Affair at the Ducheft’s 
Lodgings, which was to get Money. They were pinched with Want, 
and he, pretending Services of himfelf and Family, and Loffes in Ireland 
of fome Rents or Penfions, got Mrs, Wall, by Means of the Duchefs, to 
deliver his Petition to the King; whereupon 250/. was ordered him, 
which was fearce received in fix Months after. And all this While, 
though he bore the manifeft Tokens of a Knave, yet there he paffed 
for a very honeft Man. Such Advantage has Sycophantry and Officiouf- 
nefs with Ladies and Courtiers, and they fo unfit to determine of the Cha- 
racters of Men, although it is the only Thing that concerns them to find 
out and underftand! But, in this Inftance, they are to be excufed, be- 
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taufe here was an.intfiguing Woman, the Wife of Fitzharris, ‘to makegthe 
Court, and folicit Mrs Wall in the Behalf of her Hufband, and ‘the latter - 
no Fainean y..and fuch (as Diamorids) cut one another, This is what might: 
be depended upon, as appearing above Board, concerning the Man and*his 
Pretenfions. ‘Then as to the Matter which made fucha Stir, . * - 
His Defignof . XQU! It was in February before the Oxford Parliament (which was to 
See fit in March) that the Libel, charged upon Fitzharris, was framed, And, 
trated, a little before he was taken up, he came with great Earneftnefs to Mrs, 
Wall, defiring to be brought firaight to the King, having very notable 
Matters to difcover, This was fomewhat like the Hafte in the Entry of 
Oates’s Plot. It feems getting to the King was the Point, for the general 
Reafon of having Means, afterwards, ta frame any Lye of him as might 
not be confuted. But Mrs. Wall faid, Why do you not go to the Secretary? 
And fhe would not admit him, but fent him away, and, as the faid, Her 
Blood chilled for Fear be might have done fome Bdifebicf to the-King. By this 
it feems that he began to be fcented there, and fome:Ztem had beett! given, 
concerning him, at the very Place where he endeavoured:to make his Entry. 
And the Sequel will thew: how-appy the King was, that this Man did not 
cone near. him; and «what a devillith Invention it was, on the fa€tions 
Side, to procure a Fellow that had Accefs at that Door; which, from 
the Preludiums of the Bufinefs, may be afcribed to the Lord Howard. 
The Pinch, of what the Faction all along pretended on this Occafion, was 
that Fitzbarris was employed by the King, and had frequent Accefs to him; 
and that the King fet him on to make a treafonable Libel, and to charge it 
upon the chief of the Proteftant Party, in Order to deftroy them by due 
Courfe of Law; although there was no Colour to fay -he was ever in the 
King’s Prefence, but-only at the Time. when he: was:examined'for‘his Crime. 
We hall hear of a Pretence, as from the King’s Mouth, that, about three 
Months before, he had been employed in. fome trivial Matters, But the 
Tale will appear vain, and was alfo contradicted exprefly by the Lord Con- 
way, the Duchefs, and Mrs, Wall, who all teftified: at the Trial, that he 
was not with the King before he was taken. . Befides, it was wonderful 
fenfelefs to pretend, that the King fhould have a Plot to opprefs Men by 
Law, when he had not Intereft enough, with Ignsramus, to get common 
Juftice for himfelf. But I thall incur Cenfure by infifting here too much 
upon thefe Matters, being a little too early for them, 
He folicites XCII The Manner of framing this Libel is very extraordinary. 
the making Fitgbarris was the Solicitor, and the Lord Howard of Eferick the Coun- 
the Libel. ior. ~The former comes to one Everard, an old Acquaintance, who had 
been in the French Service with him, and urges him to draw up this Libel, 
He faid their Cafes were hard to be thus neglected as they were; and 
the French Service was much better than the Englifh, He had Acquaint- 
ance with the Frezch Embaffador and his Confeffor, who would give great 
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Sung for the penning of this Libel, which muft be as bad 4s could be, the 
mee Treafon the better. He faid he was fent by diverfe Lords and Com- 
rhons, that had Dealings with them. Tihe King of France was to get 
Flanders, and then England was but a Mortel, The King and People, 
he faid, muft be fet at Difference; with much more fuch Iri/> Stuff, 
as Everard gives an Account of: Which, if it were in Earneft, as I believe 
it was only affected, would make an Idiot, of another Country, afhamed 
to exprefs. But I fuppofe it was a Style pre-inftru@ted, to be ufed when 
he came forth with his Sham-plot. 

XCII. But for the Libel, Everard entertained his Propofition, and, from prawn into 
Inftructions he was to have, undertook to pen it, But, however it came =" Ambafeade 
about, whether Everard was in with the FaCtion, and was to affift Sir Wz/- Sea 
liam Waller, or rather the Lord Howard, in a Defign to plunge Fitzbarris 
in High Treafon, fo as to convi&t him, for Purpofes to follow ; or whe- 
ther he had any Correfpondence with the Court, and took any Meafures 
from thence, doth not clearly appear. He might be either Tool of the 
Faétion, or Spy of the Court; and all confiftent enough with what fol- 
lowed. But, if he were at firft with the Faction, he changed, and, finding 
his Time, took in with the faireft, and ferved the Court, where he perceiv’d 
the. Game like to be moft fecure. But it is certain that Everard drew this 
Fitzbarris, with his Libel-Work, into an Ambufcade of Witneffes laid 
up.in his Chamber perdue. Of which Nurober Sir William Waller, for 

. Failure of another, was fummoned to make one; He was the bufy Juftice 

that was fpoke of about the Meal-Tub, and preached the Doctrine of 
Confeffion to Mrs, Cedier in Newgate. He wasa great Inquifitor of Priefts 
and Jefuits, and Gutter (as the Term was for Stripping) of Popifh. Cha- 
pels. In which he proceeded with that fcandalous Rigor, as to bring 
torth the Pictures, and other Furniture of great Value, and burn them 
publicly; which gave Occafion to fufpeét, and fome faid pofitively, that,. 
under this Pretence, he kept good Things for himfelf. Ina Word, he was 
called the Prief? Catcher. 

XCIV. When Matters were fix’d, Fitzbarris came and difcourfed large- The Libel &- 
ly of the Subftance of this Libel, by Way of Inftructions, and left with ei and sie 
Everard, for his better Application, a Paper of his own Writing, full to ler had a Copy 
the Purpofe. Everard did his Work, and Fitzbarris approved and amended privately. 
upon it; and at length, when it was finifh’d, took it away with him, This 
was done at feveral Meetings; the Witneffes always at their Pofts, to over- 
hear and obferve the whole Converfation. When Everard {poke of the 
Danger, and his Reward, Fitzbarris declared he fhould have forty Guineys 
don, and a Penfion for the future, which the French Embaflador would 
pay. And, as for the Danger, it was equal to himfelf, for he had given 
him a Paper of Initru€tions of his own Writing; which really looked as if 
it were brought on Purpofe to make a clear Evidence againft himfelf. Af- 

ter 
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ter this, Fitzbarris fell to difperfing the Libel, as appeared by the Feiti- 
mony of the Lord Arran, who knew him, and let him drink a Battle 
with him; when he, pulling out diverfe Papers, fhewed his Lordfhip this 
Libel. The Earl put that and the reft from him, chid and cautioned him 
againft fuch Dealing, without looking on any of his Papers. It feems, 
that, after he had ferved the Turn of the Party, that fet him on work, fo 
far, and they were poffeffed of the Libel (for Sir William Waller had a 
Copy) then Fitzbarris runs full Speed to Mrs. Wall, with a Difcovery, 
defiring to be brought ftraight to the King, but his Bufinefs, it feems, was 
no News there, and he was, as I faid, repulfed. And going to Lord Cla- 
rendon, or the Lord Ayde, as he fays, baulking the Secretary, he was taken 
up in his Way, and there was a full Stop to him and his Plot, whatever 
it was. He had once a Mind to have brought Everard forwards, recom- 
mending him to Mrs. Wall, and would have brought him to wait upon 
her, but fhe refufed, becaufe he was an Informer. 

The Libel de XCV. There will appear a World of Myftery in this Bufinefs, which I 

figned for the hope to clear by Degrees. He fays, as we find in his laft Confeflion (of 

oxford Parle’ which in its Place) that he had nothing to do with the Libel, but to’ in- 
form the King of Praétices againft him. But that gives the Lye to the 
Witneffes, who fwore his wonderful Earneftnefs in the Matter; which 
fhewed him a Pra@ticer himfelf, and he owned that he had the Inftructions 
in the Paper, from my Lord Howard, who was the principal Verb in the 
Text; that muft be conftrued alfo, It had been a more probable Story to 
have faid he did it to pick-thank an Opportunity of getting more Money. 
But the very Nature of the Bufinefs fhews a bloody Defign, and no Mafque- 
rade ; for the Libel was dreffed in the moft defperate Language of the 
Party, in order to be played off, with others, at Oxford, Itis not the Froth 
of an ordinary Lampooner: Therefore, for the Clearnefs of this Account, I 
think to fubjoin the principal Claufes in it, which I take out of the Indi@- 
ment againft Fitzbarris; which Paflages were fworn to be truly extracted 
from the Libel itfelf, and are, indeed, the Marrow, though but little, if 
compared with the whole, which is defperate, and Treafon to the height, 
and, for its Relation to the Oxford Parliament, moft fit to be difplay’d. 

The Tideand XCVI. The Title was, Tbe Englithman /peaking plain Englith, — « If 

Contents. ¢ ames be confcious and guilty, Charles is fo too. Believe me, both thefe 
“are Brethren in Iniquity. They are in Confederacy with the Pope and 
« French, to introduce Popery and arbitrary Government, as their AGtions 
© demonftrate. ‘The Parliaments, Magna Charta, and Liberty of the 
« Subject, are as heavy Yokes they'd willingly fhake off, for to make 
*¢ themfelves as abfolute as their Brother of France. And, if this cag be 
** proved to be their Aim, and main Endeavour, why fhould not every 
*« true Briton be a Quaker thus far, and let the Exg/i/b Spirit be up, and 
** move us, as one Man, to Self-Defence? Nay, and, if need be, to 


Annan 


LOftar. IV. EXAMEN., 


« oi Action, and fling off thefe intolegable Riders. — ¥. and C. (Yames 

* d Charles) both Brethren in Iniquity,\corrupt both in Root and Branch, 
* as you have feen, they ftudy but to enfiave you to a Romifh and French 
“like Yoke, Is it not plain? Have you not Eyes, Senfes, or Feeling? 
«Where is that-old Engli/h noble Spirit? Are you become French Affes, 
“ to fuffer any Load to be laid upon you? And if you can get no Re- 
«medy from the next (Oxford) Parliament, as certainly you will not, 
and that the King repents not, complies not with their Advice, then up 
all as one Man. O brave Englifhmen! Look to your own Defence, — 
* e’er it be too late: Roufe up your Spirits. —I will only add that it is 
“the undoubted Right of Parliaments to make a Law againft a Popith 
« Succeffor; who would prove deftructive to our Laws and Liberties, So 
it is their undoubted Right to dethrone any Poffeffor that follows evil 
Counfellors to the Deftruction of our Government.— Be ready then, let 
the City of London ftand by the Parliament, with Offers of any Mo- 
«ney for maintaining their Liberties and Religion in any extreme Way. 
*« If Parliamentary Courfes be not complied with by the King, &c.—” 
Here is enough to fhew the Reach of this Libel, and the Relation it bears 
to the notorious Practices of the Party, efpecially at the Oxford Parlia- 
ment, of which I fhall endeavour to plumb the Depths. I need not afte- 
rifk the quaint Words and Expreffions; they ftart forth and fhew them- 
felves, However, I may make more bold with fome of them, in the Re- 
fearch of this Roguery. In the mean Time, I defire thefe Contents may 
be held in Mind, againft I come to fay how little of Truth the Author 
affords, when he pretends to fhew the Matter of this Libel. 

XCVII. After this Fellow was taken up, examined, and fent to New- 
gate, the Game began to play. This is but what the Party had projected, 
viz, that he fhould be clapped up, and his Life in their Power. That 
was the Secret of making ture of him by an Ambufcade of Evidence, 
And, for the very fame Intent, the Lord Howard inftru@ed the Treafon to 
be in Writing, under his own Hand, and left with Everard; the whole 
Adtion is affected to that Purpofe. And, under this Condition, he might 
be wrought up to any Pitch, as they would have him, to charge, accufe, 
and {wear in fet Forms. And now, in the firft Place, he was to be dubbed 
a Plot-Witnefs, to confirm all that had gone before, and to eke and add, 
till the Bottom of the Plot, fo much expeted, fhould come up. In or- 
der to this, he was vifited in Prifon by the worthy Sherriffs Bethel and 
Corio, Thefe were Harbingers to make Preparation, againft the Magi- 
flrates came on with their Implements of Difcovery: And thofe were 
Sir George Treby, the pious Recorder, and Sit Robert Clayton, a merciful 
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,the others had beaten the Bufh, At length an Examination, or Narrative, 
is produced, as taken and fworn before them. This was the tenth of 
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March, and the Parliament wat to meet the twenty-firft. Thus far“all 
was fix’d and ready; and nothing effectual at Law could be done agaiaft 
him in that Interval; and it was intended nothing fhould ever be done 
againft him, but at the Inftance, and under the Direction of the Faction: 
And now we were to fee the Effects of that mighty Power of Lifé and 
Death, to difpofe the Spirits of a Prifoner, at Mercy, to certain Purpofes 
for which he was appointed and referved. 2 
XCVIII. A ftrange Mefs of Medley was here cooked up in Newgate, 
Among other Matters, no lefs falfe than foolith, he was wire-drawn to 
fay, ‘ Father Gough told him that in two Years he fhould fee the Ro- 
“man Catholic Religion fettled in England, as it isin France; and that, if 
the King would not comply, there was Order taken, and Things fo or- 
dered, that he fhould be taken off and killed ; and that the Declaration 
of Indulgence was made for that End, viz. to introduce the Catholic 
Religion; and that the War was made with Holland for the fame End; 
and that Neft of Heretics once deftroyed, Englifh ‘Proteftants would 
have no Affiftance from abroad. That Madam came over to Dover on 
the fame Defign. ‘That he was an Officer at Blackheath, and knew 
many other Papift Officers there, and, upon the Teft Act, they all laid 
down; which Army was raifed to bring in the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion. That Father Parry, on the Difappointment by Peace, told him 
the Catholics of this Council refolved to deftroy the King, and, if they 
failed, the Queen would do it; and, in the Year 1678, affured him the 
Bufinefs was near. That the Modena Envoy offered him 10,000/, to 
kill the King, which he refufing, the Envoy faid the Duchefs of Ma- 
zarine, with a little Phial, fhould do it. That, upon the killing the 
King, the Soldiers of the Army in Flanders, and thofe of France, that 
were near, were to come over to deftroy the Proteftant Party ; and Mo- 
ney being raifed in Italy for Recruits and Supplies, then no more Par- 
liaments. And the Duke of York was privy to all this, That Ke//y, 
at Calais, owned to have been a Murderer of Godfrey, and that it was 
done as Prance fwore. Du Puy, the Duke's Servant, faid the Murder 
was confulted at Windfor. The Duke defired to come to the Crown, for 
the King was uncertain, and did not keep touch; and Du Puy faid it 
was neceflary to take off the King. That Father Patrick faid the King 
of France was to fend over and take in Ireland, to be fubje& to the 
former Owners, the French; and that libelling the King and the Go- 
vernment was neceflary to diftafte the King, and make him jealous of 
his People. ‘That the Opinion of Patrick encouraged him to cor- 
refpond and concur with Everard in the Libel.” 
XCIX. Thefe are Notes I have taken out of the Narrative, printed 
by Order, for the more folemn Publication of it, and who wiil may there 
fee and confult the Whole: But they muft not expect any Light from the | 
2 Author, 
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Athgor, who entirely fuppreffeth the Magter of this Examination taken in 
Negégate, of which I have more to fayi But firft I think it not impro- 
per, though by Way of Anticipation, to parallel this with what Fitzhar- 
nig, in a more determined State, paft all Hope of many Hours to live, 
diicloved to Dr. Hawkins, and was by him publifhed, with the Manner, 
and all attefted by diverfe Witneffes prefent. And of this alfothe Author 
hath «concealed both Name and Thing; for it fully demonftrates the Ro- 
guery of the other. 

C. Firft he fpeaks of his Employment as a Spy, and charges the Lord 
Howard to be the Author of the Paper of Inftructions he left with Eve- 
rard, and that his Lordfhip told him of a Defign to feife the King. He 
fays he had no Charity of the King, but was paid the 2504. for other 
Libels brought. That he offered to Mrs. Wa// a Bufinefs of great Confe- 
quence, but fhe fent him to the Lord C/arendon, and {aid to him that, fince 
the Lord Sunderland was out, there was no Money for Secret Service. But 
fays that the Sherriffs, Bethel and Cornifh, came to him in Newgate, with 
Tokens, from the Lord Howard, which he knew to be true; and they told 
him that Everard had accufed him of being a Yorkif, and fet on by the 
King, to put the Libel in the Houfes of Proteftants, to trapan them ; 
which he fays was falfe. That they threatened him with the Parliament, 
to make him difcover the Popifh-Plot, and, as. from.the Lord Howard, 
encouraged him fo far, that if he. would but declare he’ believed: the: Plot 
to bring in the Roman’ Catholic Religion, or to criminate the Queen, his 
Royal Highnefs, or make a plaufible Story to confirm the Plot, the Par- 
Mament would give him his Father’s Eftate, and the Profits fince the Re- 
ftauration ; and that, to fave his Life, he complied. They brought In« 
ftructions to him, as from the Lords and Commons, (fome Members, I 
fuppofe, he means; it is Pity they are not extant) telling him, if he would 
confirm them, they would addrefs for him, and they named to him the 
Lord Shafijbury, and others. That they did not like his formal Story, as 
too ftale. They prefled him on the Heads found in Treby’s Examination, 
(of which afterwards) but there were others concerning moft Branches of 
the Poptfh-Plot and the Sham-Plots, And againft the Lord Hallifax, 
Lord Hyde, &c. which he did not {peak to. That, after this, Treby and 
Clayton came to him, the latter prefled him as to Godfrey's Murder. What 
he faid, as from Father Patrick, was not true. Then Treby, the Recorder, 
had him to himfelf for two Hours, and urged him to make him fpeak of 
Godfrey’s Murder, without which, he faid, 4// was nothing. He afked 
Treby, if he were not Rogue enough to fave his Life; and Treby replied 
G—d's W—ds! What were you ever elf2 but a Rogue? Then he mutt 
{peak to the Confult, and that the Duke was at it; as alfo fome of the 

‘Tower Lords. You have, {ays Treby, fen them go to it at St. James’s. 
‘Without Doubt they were there. Do you but fay it, we fhall have thofe 
— AT Oe ae 
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that will fwear it. Then he concludes, denying all the Criminationy, in 
his Narrative, againft the Queep and the Duke, which he fays were yal, 
and begs their Pardons, and defires Gop to forgive him the Wrongs. 
done. : 

CL There are fome other Matters in the Confeffion, but thefe ave the 
chief, relating to the Public; and I think enough to fhew the atrocious 
Impudence and execrable Villainy of thefe Party-Drivers at that Time, 
Sure it is moft fit that, however their Friend the Author is pleafed to 
fupprefs fuch Truths as thefe, that fuch a Lump of filthy fuborning Vi- 
pers fhould be dragged forth and expofed. And neverthelefs, thefe are the 
Hero’s of the Author’s Compleat Hiffory ; true Proteftant Saints, zealous 
for Religion and Property, Sherriffs of the Hon. Order of Ignoramus, 
Thefe, with the Author, their Scribe, are the Accufers of their Sovereign 
Lord, who never had a Thought like what they fo devillifhly aéted; but, 
on the contrary, was injured by them to Extremity ; and, if Self-Defence, 
as they in their Libels fay, be Law, had Title enough to have made fhort 
Work with them; yet he bore all, and never prefled the Matter here dif- 
covered upon them, nor made Ufe of Fitzbarris, as he might have done, 
to have crufhed them. He would not ufe a Teftimony that fhould feem 
to be bribed with Life, much lefs prefs any Man to teftify beyond his free 
Difpofition and Truth; as I thall make appear before 1 have done with 
this foul-penned Writer, who is bold to infinuate the contrary, or rather 
invent Colours to charge it home, in order to blacken the Memory of the 
King, and his great Lenity. 

CII. Now, to do the Author Right, I muft fhew in what Manner he 
brings forth this noble Examination taken in Newgate, which he doth con- 
cifely, but ftabbing as he goes. His curtailing his Sentences is like Sol- 
diers fhortening their Spears. He has no Defign you fhall underftand any. 
Thing of the Matter, but only to believe Evil; that is his Quantum fufh- 
cit, Therefore he fays only that, being examined by Sir Robert Clayton, 
and Sherriff Cornith—, So far is wrong; for the Examination itfelf fays, 
by Clayton and Treby. The two Sherriffs went together firft, to give the 
Phyfic; and then the Alderman and Recorder in Couples, to fee the work- 
ing of it, And, in the End, the whole Pharmacy, that is Management of 
the Subornation, devolved upon the good Recorder, who had the Patient 
folus cum folo, for two Hours; as it was fit, confidering he was a legi- 
timate Praétifer, and his Skill moft to be relied on. But this is a paltry 
Slip of fuch an Author; we will indulge many of them for the Sake of 
what follows. He (Fitzharris) difcovered ¢ Difpofitian, and at length, a 
Willingne/: to difcover the whole Defign the next Day after, but to prevent 
it, in all Appearance, he was that Day removed to the Tower. Obferve 
the Shuffle, i2 all Appearance, to mollify a curfed Slander upon the Go- 
yerament. For what the whole Defign was (as he would have you ae : 

and. 
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tad it) has been already touched, and more is behind; but the Care, 
rakén by this Order, to hinder the Difcovery of it, in plain Senfe, charges 
it all on the King. But note the Climax of fuborned Perjury ; firt a Dif: 
Pofition, then a Willingne/s; nice Ethics! It is hard to comprehend the 
Diftingtion. We had gone on to a Difcovery, but this naughty Tower 
hindered: Elfe, the whole Defign had come out, which appears plainly to 
have been (among other Things) that Fitzharris fhould have charged the 
King and the Duke with the Murder of Godfrey; for, without that, all 
Jignified nothing. That was one Point for certain, and who can tell how 
the Phyfic might have worked the next Day. 

CII. But would any one, from this Account, imagine it poffible that 
any Depofition at all had been taken, efpecially fuch a thumping one as 
the Terrors of Death had extorted from this Man? I would afk the Au- 
thor if this Narrative, {worn before Clayton and Treby, fo folemnly taken, 
and afterwards delivered into the Houfe of Commons, and printed, were 
a Difpofition or a Willingnefs: He makes a Non-Ens of it, fo it is hufhed 
up. But what thall we fay of the laft Confeffion? Was that a Piece to be 
fecreted? The Author had better have reprinted the railing Pamphlet, at 
the Time, called, 42 An/wer, than wholly to fupprefs this; but it was 
the Policy of his Party. Fitzharris was one of thofe few that fuffered 
among thefe Plots, who, for nice Reafons, is not favoured with arty No- 
tice of his dying Confeffion. Even the Lampoon Lawyer Hawes, wri- 
ting exprefly of the Trial, fays not a Word of it; which thews his Ini- 
tegrity, and what a Title the Word Libel has to a Seat in the Front of his 
Book. But our Aathor here had, as I guefs, given us the Examination, 
but then he could not fo well have fuppreffed the Confeffion; fo both 
or none was fair, But he is angry that the King, being informed of this 
trading in Newgate, thought fit to put a Stop to fuch City Manufaétary, 
by removing the Prifoner where thefe worfhipful Artifts had no Pretence 
to come; and that fretted them; and makes the Author, Clayton’s Echo, 
belye the Removal, as done to prevent a Difcovery of the whole Defign, 
as he calls it: But furely, as Things ftood, it was a neceflary Pafs, 

CIV. There was no Doubt made, but the King would caufe this Fellow, 
Traitor as he was, to be brought to Juftice: For when his Majefty, who 
knew of his Applications to Mrs, Wa//, on Account of Services, for which 
he had received fome Money, found him a Party-Journeyman, at Work 
bufily with the moft defperate of his Enemies, and the chief Tool in a 
devillifh Defign to be brought forth, and to difturb his Affairs at the Ox- 
ford Parliament, or rather to kindle an Infurrection; there was {mall Rea- 
fon to imagine Favour to be fhewed to him, whoever afked it. Befides, 
the Evidence, though defigned by the FaGtion for their own, and not the 

. King’s Ufe, was clear, and fuch as could fcarce fail, even with an Ignora- 
mus Jury. For that was the ordinary Means, the Party, at that Time, 
Nn2z had 
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had to ftop the Courfe of Juftite againft Traitors in London and Miéille~ 
Jex. It is fo far apparent that, !as Matters happened, the FaGtion wae’des 
termined to fave this Man from the Law, for fome fanctified Us they in- 
tended to make of him: The whole Proceeding, from the firft to the laf, 
being, as I fhall thew, a continued Demonftration of it. And I préfume 
the extraordinary Solemnity of taking his Depofition in Form, by two 
City Magiftrates, who were alfo both Members of Parliament, whtereof 
the like hath not fallen under my Obfervation in any Cafe, was {fo done, 
to have the Matter ready to lay before the Houfe of Commons at the firtt 
Meeting, left the Fellow fhould be profecuted, and, perhaps, hanged be- 
fore the Houfe had a fair Handle to take it into their own Hands, Other- 
wife there was no Reafon for fuch Hafte ; for Ways might have been found, 
in Time, and with Leifure, to have examined him at the Bar of the 
Houfe, or at a Secret Committee, upon the Rumor of a new Plot, 
Impeached in CV, I find by a Print, entitled, Debates of the Houfe of Commons, that it 
ihe Oe was upon the 2sth of March 1681, that the Account of Fitedarris, and 
and the Cir- the Libel, were laid before the Houfe. The Manner of its coming in, and 
cumftances. the Debate thereon, as it.is.in-the Print (if that be true) are very obferva- - 
ble. Firft, the Examination was ordered to be printed, but the Libel, out 
of Refpect to the King, was fpared. Some thought it had been as much 
Refpeét, to have put it forth with the Deteftation of the Houfe upon it ; 
for a finifter Conftruction might make as if the Houfe thought the Libel 
true, and fo, out of Refpect, concealed it. It was moved, that Fite- 
harris might be fent for, and be impeached of High Treafon, for (aid 
Sir FW.) it may be be will relent, and tell all. The Impeachment was 
ordered, and the Secretary fenkins to carry it up, which he refufed to do, 
as a Matter of Ridicule put upon him, and reflecting upon his Mafter ; 
but, upon a Debate, and better Thoughts, he conformed: So the Impeach- 
ment was lodged in the Houfe of Lords, in general only, without efpe- 
cial Articles, As to the Libel, the Secretary gave the Houfe an. Account 
that Sir William Waller read it to the King, whereupon, at the King’s 
Command, he had iffued his Warrants, and Sir William Waller was to 
fee to the Execution of them. The noble Colonel B. was fo tran{ported 
with the Merits of Sic William Waller, that he moved he fhould have the 
Thanks of the Houfe, faying, it was a great Service to the Nation, and 
not the firft that Sir William had done ; and magnified this Ditcovery of 
Fitzbarris, equal to the firft Difcovery of the Popith-Plot. But the In- 
genuity of Sir Robert Clayton was admirable. He told the Houfe that, 
after the Examination was taken, Fifzbarris afked him if he had done 
enough to fave his Life? and he told him, he thought he had not dealt in- 
genuouily, unlefs he would tell what Counfel he had for drawing and mo- 
delling the Paper: And that he bid him be ingenuous in the whole Mat-_ 
ter, and he would come and take his farther Examination, But the next 
, Day 
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Dhy after he promifed this, the Prifoner was removed (fays the Alder- 
‘Mph) out of cur Reach, into the Tower: This, compared with the dy- 
ing Confeffion, fhews Reafon enough to remove him, as alfo the Morality 
saf that famous Citizen. 

CVI. It was an unlucky Tower, to prevent the pious Work in Hand. 
I need not obferve any Thing more, in particular, to thew the Drift of 
thefe Men, which was to take this Criminal out of the King’s Hands, 
that is, from the Common Law, to the Parliament, whereof the Intent is 
but thinly covered;—Relent, and tell all, isa good Jtem. When the Pri- 
foner afked, if he had done enough to fave his Life? No, fays the Alder- 
man, you muf? name us fome Perfons, which he muft underftand to be 
fuch as they would have, or it would not be enough, I give no far- 
ther Characters of this Proceeding, but fubmit it to prudent Confidera- 
tion, how far, after fuch Stuff as was drawn from this Fellow, he might 
have been wrought upon to name or accufe, being, as thefe Vifitors of his 
told him, in the Power of the Parliament, that is (as they would have 
him underftand) of them. and their Party, for Life or Death, whatever 
Reputation or Ruin had been the Confequence, It is plain the Duke of 
York was ftruck at, directly, and the King obliquely ; for the Prifoner was 
prevailed on to verify, not only what they called the Popifh-Plot, but 
alfo, much of that rafcally Libel of Andrew Marvel, called, The Growth 
of Popery; as in the Inftances of Madam’s ‘coming over, the Indulgence, 
and the Blackheath Soldiers, &c. But notwithftanding alt this, which one 
would think had been enough to ftay their Stomachs, till the Parliament 
met, to have him before them, they mutt needs come again to him, as was 
intended, for Counfellors and Affiftants, This, collated with the factious 
general Conftru@ion of the whole Matter, to be afterwards difcourfed of, 
viz. that the King fet him on work, €c. demonftrates the Aim was, that 
he fhould accufe even the King himéelf. And, if the Fellow, as (by 
fage Advice) without Doubt he defigned and prefied violently for, had 
been alone with the King, fo as no Witnefs could have difproved him, he 
might have faid any thing which thefe Solicitors of Life and Death had 
infinuated into him. But, fince it could not be then carried farther, the 
Examination, fuch as it was, like Oates’ Narrative, muft have been a Stock 
to graft upon, as Occafion fhould profer ; and fo it refted in order to far- 
ther Improvement. 

CVII. The King, as may be imagined, was not well pleafed with thefe 
Doings; and he had very few Friends in the Court, or in either Houfe of 
Parliament, that thought theméelves fafe, or could fathom the Confe- 
quences, if this Traitor was let go. I fuppofe the Infelicity, or, as fome 
called it, a Miftake of Oates’s Plot being let into the Parliament, with its 
Detail, was freth in the Minds of a great many. Therefore it was wife- 

“ly refolved, if poffible, by Means of the Houfe of Lords, to take this, 
° *" that 
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that was flipt in, out again. And, purfuant to this Counfel, Mr. AtySr-. 
ney General acquainted the Houfe of Lords, that Fitzbarris, againft whom- 
a general Impeachment was come up from the Commons, was taken in 
the Fact of a moft horrid Treafon, and thereupon ftood committed ; ang 
that he had received his Majefty’s Commands to profecute him, by’ In- 
diétment at Common Law, for the Offence, in order to bring him fpeedily 
to Juftice, and he was in all Points prepared for it. Therefore he defired 
he might have the Leave of the Houfe to profecute, notwithftanding the 
Impeachment. The Lords granted the Motion, and ordered that Fitzhar- 
ris thould be proceeded againft at Common Law. The News of this Or- 
der, coming into the Houfe of Commons, raifed fuch a Storm as hath not 
been known on any Occafion. They fell upon the Lords, and voted they 
had denied Juftice, and violated the Courfe of Parliament; and that, if any 
Court fhould proceed, &c. it fhould be deemed a Breach of Privilege, as 
may be feen in the Prints. Upon this Foundation they intended to pro- 
ceed to Conferences, as the Courfe is; but the next Day, in the midit of a 
fierce Debate, the Commons were fent for up to the Houfe of Lords, and 
the Parliament was diflolved. The Lords, againft the Vote, had entered 
their Proteft (then allowed to be) with Reafons, which were defigned to 
faftain the Commons, and alfo to make a fair Appeal to the People, which 
was accordingly publithed in Print. But the Virtue of all that was quath’d 
by a Royal Declaration, April 1681. fhewing the Caufes for diffolving the 
two laft Parliaments. In which, among other Things, the King fays, he 
was extremely fenfible to find an Impeachment made Ufe of to delay a 
Trial, he had directed, againft a profeffed Papift, charged with Treafons 
againft him of an extraordinary Nature, And that certainly the Houfe of 
Peers did themfelves Right in refufing to countenance fuch a Proceeding. 
This was that Declaration, which, being fo well accepted, as it was, all 
over the Nation, and followed with numerous Addrefles of Thanks for it, 
made the Fadtion crofs the Cudgels, and retire to confult a more effectual 
Attack upon the Goverhment ; but yet the beft Ufe was made of the 
Print, and Anfwers to it came out. But no more of thefe Matters here, 
having been partly already, and the reft will be more particularly related 
elfewhere. 

Profecuted for CVIII, Now we fhall foon come to an Ecclairciffment, whofe Knave 

Treafon at Fitzharris was, whether the King’s, as the Faétion reported, or theirs 

mms who ftood up for him, and, by all their Agents, Emiffaries and Partifans, 
at utmoft Stretch of Pains and Expence, fought to cover and protect him 
againft the King’s ordinary Juftice, And it was againft all that united 
Force, that the King’s Minifters of the Law, who profecuted regularly, 
got Ground, as Towns are taken Inch-meal, till he was convict and exe- 
cuted, Which Proceeding was not between the King and the Prifoner, as _ 
the Style and Import of the Procefs was, but, in Truth, between the ee ’ 

an 
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and the Fation, who ated the Part:of Defendants throughout. This 
ee is, by Way of Advance, a Confutation of the filly Pretence, touched 
‘upon, that the King hired him to libel himfelf. But I proceed to thew 
=the farther Particulars of this memorable Cafe, 

GIX. In Eafer Term 1681, the Indictment was preferred to the 
Grand Jury of Middlefex againtt Fitzbarris, for High Treafon. Mr. Mi- 
chasl Godfrey, Brother of Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, was the Foreman. 
Coming to the Bar, the Foreman moved that Fitzbarris might be firft 
examined about the Bufinefs of his Brother’s Death, and the Matter of 
Du Puy, mentioned in the Examination, The Court faid that might be 
done at any Time, the Proceeding hindered not. Then they {crupled 
hearing Evidence upon the Bill, becaufe of the Impeachment, and the 
minatory Votes of the Commons. But they were told by the Court, that 
all the Judges were clear of Opinion, that both Jury and Judges were 
bound to proceed according to Law, and their Oath, and could not take 
Notice of any fuch Matters, or ftop the Law, without being perjured, Af- 
ter this, the Bill was found; which is an Inftance, I touched before, of 
the Grand Jury's faving their Scandal of Ignoramus, by letting the Bill go 
to be ftopped at the Petty Jury, which was to be of the fame Stamp: For 
the Evidence was fo demontftrative that, without entire Neceflity (as was 
in Shaft/bury’s Cafe) they could not for Shame do otherwife. “Upon this 
Fitzbarris was arraigned, and, inftead of the Common Plea, offered a 
Dilatory in Latin, as had been prepared for hits, but, for Want of Coun- 
fel’s Hand (required by the Courfe in fuch Cafes) the Plea was not then 
accepted by the Court: But, at his Defire, the Court affigned him Counfél, 
as he named them, And thofe were the whole Lift or Mufter-Roll of thofe 
Profeflors of the Law, who ordinarily appeared in factious Caufes againit 
the Crown, and particularly Sir William Sones (but he had left off Practi- 
fing) and Sir Francis W. who was fo warm to impeach him, that he 
might relent, &c. and Sir W, W. the Speaker, with many others of the 
fame Tendency. How this entire Confidence, between this Papift French 
Penfioned Traitor (as they pretended to account him) and thofe learned 
Gentlemen, fo foon fprang up, may be hard to demontftrate, but eafy to 
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guefs. After his Counfel were fix’d, they earn’d their Fees, (if they had. 


any) by making all imaginable Pretenfions to the Court, for delaying the 
Trial. So little Danger was there (as fome, for Reafon to impeach him, 
pretended) that he fhould efcape. And fo far the Counfel, by their Im. 
portunity, gained, that the Trial was put off to the following Trinity 
Term 1681. 

CX. Then the firft Queftion was touching a Plea to the Jurifdi@ion of 
the Court, put in formally with Counfel’s Hand to it. It fet forth, that 
Fitzbarris was impeached in Parliament by the Commons for High Trea- 
fon; and that the Treafons, in the Impeachment and in the Indi@iment, 
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were one and the fame ; and prays Judgment, if the Court will farther p/o- 
ceed, &c. After a World of Argament and Altercation, the Judgment af 
the Court was, that the Plea was infufficient to ouft the Court of Jorif- 
diction upon this Indictment. The Judgment of the whole Court was dee 
clared by the Chief, who did it fummarily; not enlarging with Reaforfs, as 
fometimes is done, and in great. Cafes, by all the Judges, feriatim, ina 
Way of folemn Argument. And Lawyer s who (among others) 
lampoons this Cafe, is very angry, that it was not fo done here; as if the 
Queftion had not Refpeét enough from them. But the true Reafon was, 
that all Advantage of Cavil at the Expreffions of the Judges, if any had 
been incautelous, was loft to the Faétion, who defigned to make this a 
Parliament Cafe. And the Judges, feeing fo many Pens watching, had 
Reafon to be referved. But the fhort and full Reafon, of the Judgment, 
was that the Treafons, in the Impeachment, were not fet forth particularly, 
prout patet, &c. whereby the Samenefs of them might be judged, which 
could not be done, but by Comparifon of the two Records; and the Aver- 
‘ment, that they were the fame, did not help, becaufe it was not a Matter 
iffuable to the Country. If there had been fpecial Articles carried up and 
fet forth in the Plea, it is like it had ftood. 

CXT. After this Chicane was over, 2 Counfel, exprefs for Mr. Godfrey, 
moved that Fitzharris might have Time to perfect his Examination before 
the Lord Chief Juftice, or the Privy Council. But his Lordthip told him 
how he had fhuffled and trifled about that before; now he mutt plead in 
chief, and he might be ingenuous and confefs at any Time. Here one 
may wonder what fhould be the Meaning of this prefling for Fitzbarris 
about Godfrey's Murder. He was told in Newgate, Without {peaking to 
that, a// was Nothing: And now the Brother moves, and the Council 
moves. Whereupon my Conceit is, that if, upon a farther Examination, 
he had given fome dark Account reflecting on the Duke of Yoré, the 
Queen, or perhaps the King himfelf (the Lawyer named fome of the 
Queen’s Servants) it muft have ftopped the Attainder, or at leaft the Execu- 
tion, The Attainder by giving an Handle to the petty Jury, who would 
fave him to give Evidence; and the Execution, that it might not be faid he 
was hanged to prevent a clear Difcovery; and to this Purpofe the Prifoner, 
might have had Inftru€tions. But that Matter went off, and the Prifoner, 
eat length, pleaded Not guilty, and, on full Trial and Examination of Evi- 
dence at the King’s Bench Bar, he was attainted of High Treafon. 

CXII. Afterwards, 1. uly, after his Confeffion made to Dr. Hawkins, 
accounted for before, he was brought to the Place of Execution, and there 
declared that his Concern, in the Libel, was only to difcover Pradtices of 
that Kind to the King, being employed for that End; and that he never 
had Money but for fuch Services. Upon this Paflage I mutt beftow a Re- 
mark afterwards. Then he denies his dealing with the French Embaffador, 

or 
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-ot his ‘Confeffor; and. accufes the Witnefies, particularly Sir Wilfam 

Weller, for wearing it upon him, and adds, how unlikely a.Thing it was 

vor them to give 3060 Crowns for fuch a Libel; and fo it was indeed, but 

~they faid only that he pretended fo, but not that he was guilty of it. As for 

the reft, which-he faid he might declare, he referred to a Paper left with 

‘Dr. Hawkins, of which I have given an Account before. But there is 

notable Pofticript to it, which thews Fitzharris wrote it himéelf, and, 
while:he was doing it, the Dodtor ftanding by, affured him frequently that, 

whatever he thould fay, there was no Hopes of his Life, nor of Salvation 

if he faid any Thing falfe. And he frequently at Periods kneeled down, 

and folemnly protefted the Truth of every Word he wrote; and this was 

vattefted by others that ftood by, Now although our Author and-his Com- 

plices make a Secret of this expofing Paper, becaufe they would have it 

forgot, with which Intent pretending to anfwer it, or the Manner, is in- 
‘confiftent; yet at the Time, when the Odium of the PraGices, there dif- 

covered, was frefh, it had the Honour to be animadverted upon in fome 

Libels of the Time, and particularly that called The Tz ory-Plot, by Mifo~ 

‘Pappas, 1681. printed by Janeway, whereof the very reading is enough to 

give Satisfaction how vain it is, with meer Words, to expunge real Mat- 

ters of Fact, But that is the Way of Parties, for keeping up the Spi- 

‘Tit, toanfwer one another, right or wrong. It would be an“endlefs Thing 

to chicane with Pamphletiers,. 2. ose ooo gt Bete be LMR Lan 

CXIII. But to return, I take this:Matter. of :Fitabarvis by Paicels, and The Prifonee 

not in Order of Time, the Defign being more Interpretation than Hiftory, made no Re- 
‘Therefore I come:riow 0 refle& on what ‘was alledged. by Fitzbarris and the Witnetfes 
“his Party by Way of Defence; and that will open the Secretyof his Canfe, did. 

and afford a Clue to the fa@ious Defign. He alledged little» or nothing -- 

againft the Fact of his making the Libel, but {aid he hunioured Evei' 

rard in Difcourfe, who pretended to know all the Privacies of the fatious 

Lords; and Everard encouraged him to get what he could out of 

them ; and as for the Libel, as foon as he had it finifhed, he carried it to 

the Court, and faid he had been employed in like Kind before. He 

affirmed nothing at all that in the leaft refleGted on the King. And this 

was fo far out of the faétious Scheme, that the Party were forced to in- 

troduce the Slander themfelves, by Colour of teftifying for the Prifoner. 

For it was contrived that the Tools, brought in for that Purpofe, fhould 

directly libel the King. A rare Cover ! Though they did the Prifoner no 

Good; and it appears plainly, they came in for no other End, as I thall 

fhew from the Teftimony it@lf, which difclofes in what Manner the Train 

was laid. 

CXIV. Firft entered Dr. Oates, he faid, that Everard told him be wrote Oates and Cor- 
the Libel, and the Defign of it was to be printed, and fent about in Penny- secenn 
—~Poft Letters to the protefting Lords and leading Commoners, who were all Hearfay. 

~fo be taken up as Joon as they had it; and, upon Search, it was to be 

_ Oo found ~ 
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found about them, That the Court had a Hand in it, and the King ad 
given Fitzharrtis Money, and_ would give him more if it bad Succafi, 
Here is the Sum of what the Faction, at that Time, laboured to have be- 
lieved of the King; and how could it fail, coming out of fo oracular < 
Mouth? A Sham-plot (forfooth) to opprefs the innocent, nay meritotious, 
Proteftants, even the Heads of the reformed Religion in both Houfes. It 
was for this that the Faétion ftrained fo hard to. perfuade Folks that Fitz- 
barris had been with the King alone; and was often admitted to his Pre- 
fence. For, if that Fact had been true, they would truft to the Spirit of Ca- 
lumny in Men’s Minds, to fupply what they but bafely infinuated. And 
accordingly the good Sherriff Cornifh enters and declares the King {aid that, 
for near three Months before, Fitzharris acquainted him that be was in 
Purfuit of a Plot that related much to bis Perfon and Government. 1 take 
the Words for near, &c. to imply a Continuance, that is, off and on, 
purfuing a Plot, giving Accounts, and taking DireCtions as the Nature of 
fuch Affairs requires; and fo the Sherriff moft intend it to be underftood, 
which fhews his Malice in putting Words fo together. The Attorney Ge- 
neral, who knew he: prevaricated, prefled him toa clear Anfwer, whether 
the King faid Fitgherris had'been ever in his Prefence before. he was ar- 
refted? Yes, faid he, that about three Months before, he was with him. 
Now thefe Words imply only once; which Difference, little as it feems, 
difcovered his falfe Heart, as will ever appear when Men, preffed upon an 
Interrogatory, fhall draw their Anfwer into more cautelous Terms, We 
have heard here, by Oates, what Everard faid, and, by the Sherriff, what 
the King faid, and now for what Sir William Waller faid. 

CXV. There came two Witnefies, and more offered, to prove that Sir 
William Waller Spid, that be read the Libel to the King, and the King 


Folly as to the Zhanked bim for bis Service in detecting Fitzharris; but that two Gentle- 


Vretences, 


men told bim. (Sis Willian). that, after he was gone, the King was ex- 
tremely angry and called bim Names, and fatd he would give any 
Thing to have him taken out of the World; he was an intolerable Vexation 
to him, and bad broken all bis Meafures; and that Sir William fatd far- 
ther, that he was in Purfuit of another Plot more horrid than this or Danger- 
field’s, of which this was but a Copy, Now it appears that, in all this, Sir 
William was not out of Favour with the Faction; he boggled at firft againft 
teftifying at all, out of Refpect to the Impeachment ; and the Party-Colo- 
nel Blood would have him be thanked ; he had been happy to have Thanks 
on both Sides, The Characters and Defigns of the Aétors in this Drama, 
made the Plot more myftic than it had been, if they had appeared in 
Adtion according to their ufual Profeffion; for here all the King’s Ene- 
mies were bufy in fupporting his Tool, that was employed moft wonder- 
fully to deftroy them, But none more dark than Sir William Waller, He 
(feemingly) ferved the King, and yet was commended by the High Fliers~ 
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in Time, And here we are chiefly to obferve how this Sham-plot Trade 
harps upon Hearfays, one after another; and the Originals, Everard 
and Sir William Waller, in Court, and no Word, one Way or other, di- 
“reCtly from them: As for the latter, I do not much doubt his faying or 
{weaiing, as was alledged of him, had it been to any good Party Account 
at that Time. We have here all that is to be found, in all thefe Proceed- 
ings, of Colour, advanced, on the Part of the FaGion, to argue Fitzbarris a 
Trapan of the Court, fet upto {nare and confound good Proteitants; which was 
all their Note at that Time. Oates. fays what Everard faid, and others faid 
that they heard Sir William Waller {ay that two Men faid, and fuch Stuff 
as all People, that knew the King and his Temper, as well as his decorous 
Behaviour, muft know to be falfe. And this, with Cornifh’s Tale, mutt be 
a Proof (with a Murrain) that the King hired a Villain to make an infa< 
mous Libel upon himfelf in Terms of the moft exquifite Calumny, to de- 
preciate him and his Family to all Degrees of Contempt and Hatred, and 
to expofe his Perfon to Infamy, as alfo his Authority to all the Hazzards 
of Spight and Difgrace ; all for the filly Sake of an Experiment to bring 
Trouble on fome Proteftants. And yet fo fenfelefs was the Age, that the 
conftant and general Infinuation of the Party had almoft perfuaded diverfe 
good Men to fufpect, but all the Knaves pretended, and the Fools of their 
Dependance firmly believed the Truth was fo, And it muft be a merry Jeft, 
among the Contrivers, to libel the King moft damnably, and then perfuade 
Folks to believe he made it himfelf; the Art had been ‘fingular if that 
had paffed. 
CXVI. Now, to enter by Degrees into the Intrigue of all: this Bufinels, the Frame of 
torefolve it if we can. Firft, it doth not appear that the King had any this Sham-plot 
Intelligence from Everard, though (from the Contrivance of the Ambuf- ‘44. 
cade) fome may fancy fo, becaufe the King might ufe that Way to find the 
Bottom of his Enemies Defigns, as he knew were on Foot againft him. 
But, againft that, it was next to impoffible the King fhould employ Waller 
for an Ambufcade Witnefs, than whom {carce any one in the World was 
worfe thought of by the King. Therefore my affured Opinion is that, in that 
Adtion, Everard was altogether in a Factious, and not a Court, Confidence ; 
and Sit William Waller \ikewife, who was never otherwife. ‘He carried the 
firft News to the King, having had a Copy from Everard, whilt Fitzbar- 
ris loytered with hisCopy in his Pocket. It was in theoriginal Defign, that 
the whole pretended Diicovery fhould go to the King firft, and by thofe 
Hands as were concerned in the Operation; which would let them into an 
Accefs to the King upon the fubject Matter, the better to {py his Majefty’s 
Meafures and Intentions. But it was not thought the King fhould drive 
any Thing himfelf, but that the FaGtion, through the Means of the Par- 
liament, fhould have the Conduét of the Caufe, as they had of Oates’s 
_ Dilcovery. For the Parliament was at Hand, where this hopeful Sprout of 
a Plot was to be planted. And it was high Time to have Fitaberris faft, 


PS aw a ea 


292 


Obfcurity on 
Account of the 
dying Con- 
cflion, 


The Fa&tion 
outfhot Fisz- 
harris. 


EXAMEN. Part Ue 


left he had géne at laft with a Counter Difcovery to the Court ; fof he 
might have turned one Way as well as another, of which the Confequentes 
were great ; therefore he, being alfo a Papift, was not to be trufted out of . 
Chains and the Terrors of Death. So take the Series, Sir William Walter, 
the Perdue, was the Difcoverer, and made Executioner of the Warrant, 
and, by his Diligence, the Man taken and fent to Newgate. The godly 
Sherriffs make their officious Vifit, very unufual for fuch Officers to do, and 
then go to the King to tell him the Prifoner’s Difpofition, and’ to obférve 
his Majefty’s Conduét and Countenance; as very Spies and Trapans, as the 
meaneft Sham-Plotter of them all: They were (forfooth) very folicitous and 
careful of his Majefty in a Cafe of High Treafon! After this Preparatory, 
Authority comes in the Shape of an Alderman and Recorder, The Pri. 
foner is poffeffed, that his Life is in their (as they meant by the Parliament's) 
Hands. He anfwers, as he thinks, to fave his Life, but not enough to 
ferve their Turns, Lay all this together, the Beginning by a falfe Evef- 
dropping Practice never to be conftrued to a good Intent, and-ending in 
tight down fuborning, are all of a Piece, and clofe into the clever Frame 
of a moft deteftable Sham-plot, ; 

CXVIL. There is, in the Circumftance of this Affair, yet fomewhat 
dark. As to the Faétion, the Cafe is plain enongh that Fitzbarris and his 
Libel were Part of the Plot Ammunition, provided for the Oxford Parlia- 
ment, and then the Court to be made Defendants; and nothing le(s thought of 
than that they fhould become (as they proved to be) Plaintiffs. But what thall 
we fay to this? The Behaviour and dying Speech of Fitzharris is all uni- 
form and to this Purpofe, That his Undertaking was to inform the King, 
as a Spy upon the Faction. If that were fo, as he dying declares, what 
can we make of it more than this, viz. he was eager to contrive, encou- 
tage, or make any Thing that he might carry to Court, and value it as a 
Service in Order to get more Money; and being forward in foliciting his 
Point, to get a {winging Libel to carry, the Party obferved and managed 
him, till they had decoyed him into a Snare, as Men catch haggard 
Hawks, to reclaim, and make them fly at other Quarry. 

CXVUI. I cannot but think him (though Knave enough) yet ignorant 
of the infernal Depths of this factious Stratagem, under which he was to 
be made a Property; for that was grounded upon his being obnoxious in 
High Treafon, which he never intended to be. And though he came of 
his own Accord into it, fo far as to have his Hand and Everara’s Word 
out againft him, yet he was as ftrong againft Everard, or the Lord 
Howard, &c, and thought he might, in the Quality of a Spy, be received 
to accufe them ; and it was not likely they would accufe him, who, at the 
fame Time, muft accufe themfelves and their Friends. And he little 
dreamt of an Ambufcade of Witneffes to caft the Weight on his Side, and 
then to be poftponed in his Difcovery at Court, by Sir William Waller, 
But it feems plain the Faétion fo took him flying, as a Perfon who, in 
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extreem Diftrefs, would prove pliable, and might be wrought up, by: the 
‘Terrors they could bring over him, and when the Fullnefs of Time'came,. 
to declare, accufe, and fwear as there fhould be Occafion, And they went 
a great Way with him, as has been fhewed, when he came forward with 
Reluctance, viz. Have I not done enough to fave my Life! Am I not Rogue 
enough? And-then the Magiftrate fwore by his Maker, as being provoked 
that *fuch a Rogue as he fhould impertinently pretend to boggle at any 
Roguery they would require of him. This Man faw himfelf in a defpe- 
rate Cafe, but could never be in that Plot, whereof the main Hinge was 
the bringing his Neck into a Noofe. 

CXIX. And, on the other Side, it is very ftrange, that a Party fhould form the wife 
a defperate Project upon the Behaviour of a Man they dare not entirely iat a 
truft; for fuch was the Cafe of their working with Fitzbarrit, Now, though “" "°°" 
at the very Time of the Aétion, or fince, none hath pretended, by any Pe- 
netration, to obtain the Refolution of all thefe Difficulties, but then, and 
ever fince, the whole Secret hath been given up for a Myftery of Dark- 
nefs inexpugnable ; yet after all, as it feems to me, there is a Sword will 
cutthe Knot; thatis, a gentle Refolve, which will open the Scene, and fhew 
the interior active Principle that {pirited the whole Machine. And it is but 
this; the Wife of Fitzharris was the Confident of the Party, and he but 
their and her Tool; a Sort of Property, who was from Time to Time to 
take his Ques from her, and to move and do as fhe inclined him. 

CXX. I do not pretend to any exprefs Proof of this Fact; andmany Arguments 
may fay that Nothing is to be hiftorically affirmed, that hath not a good ten fo 
Foundation upon ‘warrantable Evidence. And I fay fo too; but alfo that, 
although there is no exprefs Difcovery of this, there is fuch manifeft To- 
kens that declare it, as one may wonder it was not fooner obferved,; 
which a Critic may faften, if an Hiftorian not build upon. It was the 
Wife that folicited and brought Papers to Mrs. Wall, who told Fitzhbarris, 
at his Trial, the took her Cafe to be his. And it is moft likely that, if 
the Wife had not been the Solicitrix and Undertaker for the great Things 
her Hufband was to perform, he could never have made his Way to 
effectually there, as to have the favourite Duchefs deliver a Money Petition 
for him, on which he received 250 /, Great Ladies are more apt to take 
Sides with talking flattering Goffips than fuch a Shack as Fitzharris; and 
the Truft muft needs be in the Woman and not in him, but only as he was 
hers. They were Partners in Want, and the might obferve, or be warmly 
inftru€ed (as will appear) what a thriving Trade it was to be an Evidence, 
or to difcover Plots, It is certain they were fo qualified, as the Faction 
was not miftaken, when, by her and his Means, they had gained an Inlet 
to the Court, nearer than Dangerfield could come; and, confidering the 
Affurance and Application of Women, efpecially to Affairs that are in- 

. triguith, we muft conclude that the chief Addrefs was to Mrs. Wall, and 
the Converfation of Affairs was by her, and not by him, but as fhe antes 
7 duced: 
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duced him. And he never took io much upon him, as preffing to be car- 
ried to the King, before he dealt in this Affair, under Dire@tions of ‘the: 
Faction. Elfe, the bringing Lampoons and News to the Women was his: 
Pretenfion ; and the King had Knowledge of what they thought fit to thew 
him: And that Start of a new Method, if there were nothing elfe, was 
enough to give Mrs, Wall a Jealoufy of him, as the exprefied at the Trial. 
But, to confirm the Character I give of his Wife, it was moft notofious 
that, while her Hufband was in Prifon, and after his Trial, the conti- 
nually danced about with Plots and Difcoveries, exactly after the Mode of 
Sham-plotting at that Time; of which I fhall give a more particular Ac- 
count. 

CXXI. Now if Fitzbarris was a Spy of the Court, his Wife was a Spy 
of the Faction. If there was ever fuch a devillith Model of a Sham-plot, 
I am miftaken, Cro/i-bite upon Spy, and fo clofe as Eufband and Wife! 
Rare Invention! If we reflect a little on the Difcovery to Dr. Hawkins, 
we fhall find Fitzbarris very free to difclofe all the bate Attempts made 
upon him as to fuborning; but, as to the Libel, which was the chief A@& 
of his Part, he is ftrangely referved and thy, and fcarce touches it; nor did 
he fay any thing to the Purpofe concerning it at his Trial. The Reafon of 
which Behaviour of his feems to move from a Tendernefs towards his 
Wife; for he could not have been free and open, as to that, without great 
Reflections upon her, if not hazzard of her Life, which, perhaps, he would 
not induce to fave his own: And, if this were the Man’s Cafe, there is fome 
Meafure of Commiferation due to it more than fell to his Share, and his 
fevere Fortune might have been as decently placed upon her, 

CXXII. As for this new Notion of mine, that refolves al] this Myftery 
of Fitzbarris’s Cafe into the Subtilty and treacherous Contrivances of his 
Wife, we have yet more fubftantial Inducements to hold it firm, Of 
which it is not the leaft, that one Whiteacre, the moft infernal bloody 
Party-Man of the whole Pack, was not only the Solicitor of Fitzbarris, 
but acted alfo the Part of Tempter to his Wife, of whom he had the en- 
tire Government. At the Trial, the Prifoner moved they two might both 
ftand by him, to affiftt him. The Attorney General oppofed, becaufe, as 
the Law was then, no Solicitors were allowed in Cafes of Treafon; and 
he defired the Wife would not be fo very bafy, being, as he faid, well do- 
cumentifed, meaning by this Whiteacre; but the was permitted, and the 
other repelled, who yet, for his Impertinence, was within an Ace of go- 
ing by the Heels. Her being fierce and pragmatical, in fuch a Cafe, was 
not extraordinary ; but it appeared that the was all along actuated and in- 
{pired by that Whitcacre, who was at the Bottom of all fa@ious Plot 


Work, and never appeared but, as an ill Omen, when fome egregious Mit 
chief was in the Wind. 
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CXXIII. Nothing could more demonftrate that the FaGtion had huge Weieen's 
Matters to work by this Fitzbarris, than that this Fellow had the Conduét Bostgements 
of his Defence, who was known to be trufted by the darkeft of the Trea- 
fon Clubs and Cabals, But not only he, in a Way of profeffed Solici- 
ting, but all the whole Band of the Faétion, that ever appeared abroad, 
joined Forces, in every practicable Way, to refcue this Man out of the 
King’s Hands, or to fave him from the Juftice that hung over him: Though 
all that can be argued from thence, followed as ftrongly from that fingle 
Perfon Whiteacre’s Concern; fuch an Ace of Diamonds was he in all the 
factions Game. 

CXXIV. I thall fhew now fome odd Accidents that fell out in this Bu- How revors- 

finefs, which may ferve for a Leffon that nothing falfe is fafe. It looks ma 
oddly that, in the Reign of Fgnoramus, a Man fhould be conviét and hanged Guilty againit 
for Treafon, whether the Party moved or no, It is an Objection to all that Fircbarris. 
has been faid of Ignoramus, and therefore, in this Inftance, muft have an 
Anfwer ; for were not the Sherriffs Crafts-Mafters, and Whiteacre Solicitor ? 
Or could not good Men (as they called them) be found enough to quit this 
Prifoner? I anfwer yes, very good Men were found and returned, and the 
Pannel fettled by due Advice, Care, and Confideration ; ‘fobnfon, Knight- 
ly, &c. notorious Party-Men, who, but for a very odd Accident, had done 
as was expected from them. The Accident was 4 Miftake or Lazinefs of 
the Bailiff. One Mr. Cleve was returned; and'thére wére two Peifons of 
that Name: One lived in the Country, and was a confiding Man ; and the 
other in Town, being a regular Perfon that would not be biaffed, The 
Bailiff fummoned the fatter, and, his Perfon not being. known (for the Re- 
turn was made, as ufual under that Adminiftration, by Party-Characters, 
and not Knowledge of Perfons) he was fworn, and all the While, taken 
for the good Man intended. But after the Trial, when they were retired 
to confider their Verdi, and the reft began to chime in for acquitting, this 
Mr. Cleve infifted fo ftrongly the other Way, as turned the Scales: For he 
fhewed them that the Treafon was little lefs than confeffed, but indubitably 
proved ; and he had been fworn, and would be perjured for none of them, 
but would appeal to the Court and the World to juftify himfelf in doing his 
Duty. Upon this, they found they were caught, and no Remedy, and 
then beft to make a Virtue of a Neceflity, and do Right for once; and fo 
the Prifoner was found Guilty. But this was a prodigious Surprife to the 
Party, who made no more Doubt of his being acquitted than that he 
was tried. And their Concern was not without Reafon; for that, which 
they moft feared, came to pafs, viz. a Revelation of all their Roguery, by 
a Difcovery, fuch as was made to Dr. Hawkins, and, at the Exccution, the 
Criminal’s referring to it. And, to fay Truth, the ill Working of this 
Bufinefs from the Beginning, fhewed that the Plot-Devil had left them ; 
after which, nothing but Confulion and Defpair fucceeded, : 
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CXXV. But now: to go on, arid thew farther the Capacities-of our in- 
triguing Madam; her Hufband, it feems, could not get to the King’s Pre- 
fence, but, after he was clapped up, fhe, forfooth, pretended to it, and, 
entering upon his Poft, would needs be brought to the King. Mr. Bul- 
Jfirode, one of the Waiters, teftifies the applied, for that Ead, to him. 
Her -Pretence was to get Leave to {peak with her Hufband, alledging that 
The could do great Service by prevailing with him to difcover-the Author 
of the Libel, But the Truth was, fhe thought her Hufband was in the 
Dark, as to the politic Meafures taken de novo, and the would inftru@ him 
how to behave himfelf in fome frefh Sham-plot. This Application of her’s 
ended in a Direction that fhe fhould come and be examined: And the 
King appointed an Attendance, in the Afternoon, of Perfons to examine 
her. But, xo truly, quoth fhe, if the King will not fpeak with me alone, 
I will not foeak a Word, nor be examined, And, among other odd Cir- 
cumftances (as ignis fatuus always dances, fo Sham-plots have their ftarts) 
Mr. Bulfrode relates that fhe knocked him up at Midnight, with Charms 
of Secrecy ; for, faid the, if my Friends come to know I have been with 
you, Iam undone, A\l this was her Plot to get to the King, and note, 
that thefe Friends of her’s were Whiteacre’s Clients. 

CXXVI. My Memorial is not filentas to this Matter, but dark as to all 
-Particulars of the true Intrigue of it. After the great Surprife of the Ver- 
dict, the Memorial relates, -—-“ That prefently Fitzharris will turn Ac- 
“ cufer, and difcover the Confpiracy of the Lord Shaft/bury, Lord Howard, 
“and others. This did fomewhat ftartle the Court, who thought it 
“ might be worth While, now Sedition was grown unto that Height to be 
** almoft ready to break out into Force, to difcover the Ways of it, or, 
«* at leaft, Perfons that knew them, and, in a real Danger, would be fure 
“to do it. So Fitzbarris was reprieved for a fhort Time; and, left his 
* Difcovery fhould be ufelefs, his Wife and his Maid pretended they could 
“ teftify the fame Thing, and were very bufy at the Secretary’s Office to 
‘* prefs for Fitzbarris’s Pardon, upon the Shew what great Services might 
“be done. But the Lord Chief Juftice North, who came there fome- 
“ times, perceiving that they were always conducted by Whiteacre, whom 
« his Lordthip knew to be of a moft virulent and implacable Spirit againft 
« the Government, declared, That he thought there was no Regard to be 
«had of any thing Fitzbarris fhould fay. For what would not a Vil- 
“« Jain fay, to fave his Life, if he might furely do it by accufing another 
« Man? And Whsteacre, who governed the Wife and Maid, might take 
‘« Care, by producing Papers under their Hands contraditing, to make all 
“ they fhould fay to be of no Ufe or Signification. And therefore there 
« muft be no Overtures made; but if the Prifoner could make fuch Dif- 
“« coveries, as fhould receive Confirmation by other Circumftances and 
‘* Perfons, fo that there might not be the Reproach upon the Government 
“< of taking thofe Ways that had been too much infifted on; to have 
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«might be Reafon to fave his Life: But otherwife, his Difcovery would 

« have no Merit, but might be turned upon the Government. For thofe 

Villains would be as ready to accufe falfly the Court of Subornation, 

and would more heartily do it than what they now offer, and they 

would, in that Manner, gain their Point both Ways; for the faving of 

Fitzbarris would preferve him to thofe Purpofes for which the Fa@ion 

defigned him at firft. This afterwards proved true; for, Fitzharris 

being executed, the Wife and Maid recanted, and pretended Suborna- 
tion, and where they are now Gop knows: But Fitzbarris made a full 

Difcovery to Dr. Hawkins.” 

CXXVII. Are not thefe Circumftances enough to convince one that 
this Woman was the Principal in Fitzbarris’s Sham-plot, being governed 
by Whiteacre, who was the Treafon Plenipo at that Time? Upon the 
Rye Difcovery he fled for that Treafon, and upon the Revolution he me- 
rited to be made Solicitor of the Exchequer, with Opportunity of daily 
Imprefts of Money to cheat the Public of 30,0004, which he could never 
be made to reftore, though he had the Honour of an Aét of Parliament 
exprefg to oblige him toit, I mention this Paflage only as a moft apt In- 
ftance of that prodigious Error, in young Governments, of putting Men 
into Trufts for Merit of Faétion, rather than Probity, An honeft Man of 
the oppofite Party, if he will accept, is a much better Truftee in Office, 
than a Knave of their own, 

CXXVII. But, to. return to the dark Dealing in this Sham-plot, it was 
this: Whiteecre took his Meafures and Direétions from the moft retired 
Cabinet of the Faction, Who can imagine otherwife? And accordingly 
he managed his Tools, After Fitzharris and his Wife were found out 
to be fo well qualified by Kindred and Accefs to Mrs. Wall, and fo on to 
her Lady the Duchefs, and the Wife, for her Part, whatever the Man 
was, a compleat Intriguefs, and he not inept to be fwayed by her; the 
Party played them in daily at that Quarter, and fupplied them with Pro- 
vifion of earlier Libels to carry in, whereby to get Credit and Confidence, 
This is a trite Art in the Managery of Spies: And fo far the Defign took ; 

. for, with the Ladies, Fitzharris paffed for a very honeft Fellow, and one 
of notable Penetration and Sagacity, who could kidnap fuch Secrets as he 
did; all which were put into his Hands by Confederacy. So he went on 
as a general Spy, cherithed by the Women; and the King was made ac- 
quainted with what he, from Time to Time, brought in, but never med- 
dled with him himfelf. Now that Quarter was unpopular and obnoxious, 
becanfe the King, being amorous, was eafy, or rather profufe, in his 
Bounties to the Fair Sex; and the Ladies were not infenfible that they 
were obnoxious to the People’s ill Humour and libellous Reflections, and 
they were perfuaded that the Parliament intended to take Notice of them 3 
therefore they affe€ted much to have a Spy that fhould bring in Intelligence 
; ; Pa how 
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how Matters‘paffed. that concerned them, And the Party, fcenting this 
Humour, plied them by their Inftrament, who was moft acceptable gn 
that Account. And, as appears at Fitzbarris’s Trial, the Humour went 
fo far, as he brought to the Lodgings the very Articles of Impeachment, 
faid to be prepared to be carried up to the Lords, againft the Duchefs, 
Articles do not ufe to be drawn before the Impeachment ordered ; and thofe 
mutt needs have been fo prepared for no other End but to give the Spy 
Credit. For if the Faétion could have enlarged the Leaks in the King’s 
Revenue, they had done it, rather than, by any public Notice,. endeavoured 
to contract them, But the Banter paffed, and ferved to fright the Duchefs, 
And fo, in other Inftances of early Libels and Difcourfes, thrown in by 
the Means of Fitzbarris and his Wife, the Party managed their Crofs- 
bite. And it is probable that the Multitude of Libels, made and difperfed 
about that Time, were done, not more to corrupt the People, than for fuch 
clancular Purpofes as thefe ; whereby the Bufinefs went on, and the Party 
had Matter to rejoice and be merry over. For who could help laughing 
and being witty at fuch lucky Turns as thefe ? 

CXXIX. But obferve the wonderful Contrivance of this Management ! 
Fitzbarris, under the Impulfe of his Wife, was to a& the Part both of 
Spy and Crofs-bite; the Spy at the Duchefs of Port/mouth’s, to bring in. 
Difcoveries of feditious Praétices and Libels, and to mediate in reconciling 
Folks to the King’s Meafures; and then, by Means of his Wife with 
Mrs, Wall, a Crofs-bite of the Faétion, played in upon the Court in the: 
niceft Angle, to fow Seeds and lay Trains. of Sham-plots, as well as to 
plumb and found the Waters at Court, as the Serpent Whiteacre, through 
the female Organ, fuggefted. All which Work is fo like that of the great: 
old Tempter in chief, as muft have been copied from his own privy Ca- 
binet; and I muft confefs I never heard or read of a Train fo fubtilely 
laid. The Duke of York had an Advantage; for, if he had not repulfed 
Fitzhbarris. at firft, the Strefs of the Machine had born upon him, as one 
may guefs by the Tenor of the Newgate Examination: And his rejecting 
it altered much the State of the Affair, and made it blunder as it did. 
It is moft likely the Perfon of the Duke (as ufually in the Libels) had 
gone firft, and the King come after; but it is certain the Duke, by a 
timely Rejection of the whole Matter, gained his Eafe: So refift the De- 
vil, and be will flee from you. 

CXXX. This Mafter-Piece of Myftery and Mifchief has drawn us out 
into more Length than any one Occurrence, charged with no more vifible 
Fa@t, feems to deferve; and yet it calls for more. It were hard to deny 
fuch Cravings, when the whole Oeconomy, of the Englife Monarchy and 
State, was the Subject. A Knot of Rooks may tham and crofs-bite, while 
their Cullies only are concerned; and who cares for either the Hiftory or 
Criticifm of the Play? But when the whole Nation is the Stake, and Go- 
vernment the Game, and every Man living may probably, early or late, 
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be either Rook or Cully at the fame Sport, nothing of Defcription or Con« 
jetture, pertinent to the Subje&t, is too much, Therefore I fhall take the 
‘Freedom to note once more, that, as we have obferved, Fitzbarris faid very 
little of the Libel, only that his Concern was to have it to carry to the 
King. He fays the Inftru@tions came from my Lord Howard, but No- 
thing of any Intrigue, he had with his Lordthip, depending whereon he 
might become fuch a Privado as to be trufted with a Power to accufe him 
capitally. That could not proceed from fuch a trifling Stratagem, as to 
get a Libel made to carry to Court as a Pick-Thank only, I guefs Fitz- 
harris’s Wife was at the Bottom, for whofe Sake he would not unravel 
any Thing more; and then why faid he fo much as he did of it? He 
might have let the Teftimony pafs, and have as well faid Nothing at all. 
But, todo him Right, I verily believe he confidered the King in that; for, 
knowing the Party laboured to have it believed his Majefty employed him 
to make the Libel, he was careful to fay enough, and to clear that Sug- 
geftion by his pofitive Denial of it, which carried a Generofity like that of 
his prefumed Tendernefs towards his Wife. He fays pofitively, at his 
Death, that the Witneffes, who fwore him principal Agent of the Libel- 
making, did not do him Right at his Trial. It is plain therefore, that 
fome Matter lay hid, in this Man’s Cafe, that would have gone far, as he 
thought, to excufe him, if the Witneffes had been fincere; and he doth 
not fay what it was that they kept back fo much to his Prejudice, It is 
too much to pretend the unriddling all the Secrets of thefe Sort of Traders ; 
but, by Way of Conjeéture, or Poffibility, I thall endeavour at fomewhat 
beyond what 1 have touched, but affirm Nothing, becaufe I would leave 
every one’s Judgment free as mine is. And fo I go on to ftate the practi- 
cal Scheme of this whole Sham-plot; than which I have not heard of a 
Contrivance more defperate, for kindling a Rebellion, than it was. 
CXXXI. I muft firfttake Notice, that the Faétion had mighty Feats to do 
at the Oxford Parliament; and found by Experience, as well about Forty One, 
and till the Reftauration, as alfo by the late workings of Oates and his Col- 
leagues, that Nothing was fo neceflary to the raifing a Flame in the Parliament, 
and fo throughout the Nation, as Plots, fuch as would bear the Name of hor- 
rid, exccrable, damnable, &c. Therefore they were determined to rear u 
fome defperate Stratagem, of that Kind, to be brought upon the Stage at the 
firft opening of the Seffion: And, for readier taking, the Tenor of it muft 
be, 4 Plot, of the Papifts, their Fautors and Adherents, which was to 
comprehend the King and his Friends (the Duke of Yor& fell in of Courfe) 
to cut off the Proteftant Lords and chief Commoners; and fo, by garbling 
the Parliament, introduce Popery and Arbitrary Power, or thelike. Now, 
to fuftain the Weight of this Charge, given out, as we all know was done, 
by Way of Report, a good thorough-ftitch Witnefs muft be provided, 
well qualified and circumftanced for the Turn, who fhould obferve Di- 
rections, and be fixed fo as they might be fecure of him, and by no poffible 
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Means, to be taken off. Fitzberris fell out to be the Man, qualified in all 
Refpeéts, as I have noted. For his Haunt, at the Duchefs of Portf- 
mouth’s Lodging, was a good Fund of circumftantial Evidence, as on fuch 
Occafions they termed it, when criminous Plots were made good by prov- 
ing indubitably the harmlefs Part of the Story to be true. 
ite pvldenee CXXXII. But, all this While, there wanted an Accefs to the King’s Pre- 
fone fence, when alone, in Order to capacitate the WitnefS to affirm Matters 
Means. that thould touch him perfonally, which were to impeach his Honour and 
Integrity, charge foul Defigns, and fo lofe him in Truft with the People, 
If this Point had been fecured, the Plan had been compleat; but the Pro- 
fers and Experiments failed, as hath been fhewed, The Witne(s beine 
thus fixed by Way of forlorn Hope, the next Work was to make him fatt, 
and fo hemmed in, that he might go forwards his Drivers Pace, but not 
backwards at all, How fhould this be done, but by enfnaring him in 
High ‘rreafon, with infallible Evidence againft him; and then taking into 
fure Hands the Command of the Profecution, fo as no other Court or Ju- 
rifdi€tion might meddle with him? And, if all Things fucceeded well, then 
to obtain a Pardon, Penfion, &c. fecundum ufum Oatefianum ; and fappoting 
the worft, as really happened, the Parliament diffolved, he was yet fafe 
from the Extremity of the Law under the ProteGtion of Ignoramus. And 
an Offer of Pardon could not feduce him, becaufe (as the fenfelefs Doétrine 
of the Party then was) the King could not pardon after an Impeachment ; 
and thereby he was to lic ftill at the Mercy only of the Party, againft the 
next Opportunity, of which they were, in their own Minds, fecure. 
What thisPlot XX XIII, How far was proceeded upon this Scheme has been fhewn, or 
Wea te may be found by the public Acts in Print; all rank fcented of Sham-plots 
Difappoin- which did not fpring in View till the Commitment. And then Sir William 
ment. Waller’s Difcourfe of two Men that told him of what the King faid; and 
that might have produced a Plot to kill Sir Wiliam Waller, if other Affairs 
had wrought aboveboard, as had been projected underneath. Nothing could 
be more indicative of a Sham than thofe fame two Witnefles, who, com- 
ing forth, had done Wonders ; and two, at left, the Law requires for Trea~ 
fon. This Foundation of a Plot would have born any Extravagance that 
could have been grafted upon it. Here was a Set for the Turn, the Knight, 
Everard, and Smith, no Saints, and who elfe to have backed Fitzharris, 
if he had taken the Oatefian Part cleverly, and led up the Dance, none but 
Whiteacre and his Clients could tell. It is dreadful to imagine what might 
have been done upon this fecond Edition of a Plot corrected and amended, 
what Phlegm had left in the former, Fury might have recovered in 
this. I have partly touched the poffible Events, and may hint a little far- 
ther. But, in the mean Time, let us reflect how furprifingly all this Ma- 
chination fell to Pieces, and clattered about the Ears of the Contrivers ; 
Fitzbarris taken from the Party, the Parliament diffolved, he tried, con- 


vidt, confeffed the grofs Truth, and died upon it, The Engine Witneffes, 
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Everard and Smith, turn upon the Party, and difcover the Secrets of the 
C%bal. Waller went overfea, and, what was worft of all, the People gene- 
rally inclined to truft the Crown, and to abhor the Faétion and all their tur- 
bulent Works; and fo their whole Caufe was utterly reverfed. 

CXXXIV. We will fummon up our Imagination, and conceive what might 
have been the other Extreme, That is, if the Lordshad not remitted Fitz- 
harris to the Common Law, and the Parliament had not been diffolved, but 
the Temper of the left Ve/fminfter Parliament had gone on with as little In- 
terruption, and the fame Set of Men, as prevailed then, had had their Wills 
now; then Fitzbarrishad been fent for to Oxford, and examined at the Bar of 
both Houfes, and furely made good the Trebcian Narrative, with fuch Ad- 
ditions as the View of his prefent Condition, and good Advice (not forget- 
ting the Authority of his Wife, who took Meafures from her Friends the 
Party) had inclined him to make, And this had been called relenting, tel- 
ling all, or confeffing; which fhould have been the Overture of a more 
tremendous Plot than ever was heard of before. It fhould have fpread wide 
to take in the chief Loyallifts, and, for certain, the King, unlefs the Duke 
had the Honour to enter firft. The Procefs had been, firit, Infinuations and 
Whifpers, a Defign to deftroy the Proteftant Party, and to force the Par- 
liament ; they could not be fafe, fitting at Oxford, furrounded with mili- 
tary Forces; and all the feditious Talk peinting at the King’s Perfon and 
Character, as one that was falfe, vindicative, bloody, governed by Papifts, 
in Confederacy with France; and all to deftroy Religion and Property. 

CXXXV. This is no Si quis, being the very Language of the famous Pe- 
tition of the Lords, and of the Libels calculated for Helps to Difcourfe, 
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and particularly that which was fent abroad, by the Means of Fitzbarris, newed, 


drefled up for this very Defign. The Beginning had been with that {hal- 
low Stuff of the French Embaffador’s paying for making Libels, and the 
conjuring them into the Pockets of Proteftants, and all that could be con- 
trived to make Shew of a general Tory-plot, to prove how the People would 
fwallow, But what had followed if any Perfon of Account had been killed 
(perhaps a Member) by Similitude with Godfrey? That had been the effi- 
cacious Part, and ferious with a Witnefs ; upon which, Fitzbarris had 
come out with his farther Difcovery who killed Godfrey, or fuch unfortu- 
nate Perfon as might fall a Sacrifice to a Crifis. And, all the While, -ful- 
minating Votes, Application for Proclamations, Rewards, €?c. muft have 
brought in Crowds of Witneffes, if Newgate, the Gateboufe, or the Bench 
could have fupplied them; and, in a Word, a new Phenix Plot-had rifen 
out of the Athes of the old one ; the very confirming of which was mainly 
aimed at. 

CXXXVI. I have elfewhere afrologifed this Cafe of the Fa@ion pre- 
vailing at Oxford, which I defire may be remembered and united here; 
and if fuch, or any Project like it, had Dependance on Fitzbarris’s Cafe, 


Icannot fay it was fure, but deadly dangerous. I know fome will fay this 
- Ramanrs. 
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Romance (be it fo called) wants the effential Part, Probability. As to that, 
let us confider in what Degree of Probability to fix it; perhaps it may fife 
to that of Credibility, if not Conviétion. We have towards it, the Poct’s 
three Unities, Time, Place, and Aétion, and moreover, thofe of Perfons and 
Expreffions, or Language ; all fubfervient and tending to demonftrate the 
Extreme of an intended Rebellion. 1. Asto Time; it was that of the Ox- 
ford Parliament, when all the former Plots were grown effete and dlmoft 
ufelefs, or, worfe, fcandalous. And there wasa Neceffity to ereét a new one 
to re-invigorate the former, and add fupplemental Matter to intoxicate the 
harmlefs, flow thinking, Part of Mankind, 2. As to Place; the Grievance 
of having the Parliament at Oxford and not in London, That Fleth and 
Blood could not bear ; and fomething relevant mutt be done to bring Trou- 
ble upon the Crown, and make good the prophetic Denunciations of the 
petitioning Lords ; for they foretold it would be,unfortunate to the Crown, 
as other Parliaments, held at Oxford, had been; and it had been a rare To- 
pic afterwards, if they could have fuid, Did we not prognofticate all this 
before? 4. As to Aétion, there was no Want, libelling the King in the 
moft hideous Manner; fome, in the milder Style of Scorn and Contempt, 


-making the King be pulled down with his Raree-fhow Parliament at his 


Back ; and fome, half mild half ftale, for the Men of middlefized Under- 
ftandings; of which we fhall hear more at College’s Trial. And the Pro- 
vifions of another Kind are not to be forgot, Armour, Weapons, long 
Trains of Attendants, and Ribbons of Diftin@ion ; all which was acting as 
far as they durft, till better Opportunity was put into their Hands. To thefe 
we may add, 4. Perfons, the very fame that were ever the bufy Managers 
of Sedition and Treafon, and fome of the Blunderbuffiers of the Rye; all in 
a general Affemblage at the Oxford Parliament, And, laftly, 5. Expreflions 
and Language, all tuned moft harmonioufly to the Air of Complaints, 
and Reprefentations of the fad State of the Nation with Refpect to Popery, 
France, and arbitrary Power; the Parliament befieged ; not only fafe but 
lawful, nay neceflary, to repel Force with Force; Nothing fo much a 
Duty as Self-Defence. So was the Tenor of the factious Converfation, and 
of ail their Prints, of which vaft Quantities were brought down to be dif 
perfed for Helps to Difcourfe, Take altogether, and I may fay whoever 
miftakes this Romance for Hiftory, hath enough to excufe him, It may feem, 
as my continual Reluctance tells me, that I am too nice and fubtile, refining 
upon Circumftances, as if the Matter were, like a Caufe in Chancery, to be 
decreed upon Volumes of Depofitions, rather than appertaining to Hiftory. 
But I hope, when all isconfidered, I thall not be without Excufe; for really 
the Character of that Age is of a Nature fo extraordinary, as deferves 
the moft critical Reprefentation; and, even with all that, Matters will not 
be made fo fenfible to Pofterity as they were to us that faw them; and Re- 
minifcence, added to Defcription, gives the greateft Light to what is re. 

: prefented 
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prefented here. There isno Way, but by battering Circumftances together, to 
ftgjke a Light upon the darkeft Practices of Villainy that ever were known; 
fuch as cannot be dragged forth whole into Day-light. The Importance of the 
Truths juftifies our Refearches after them: And now or never; for Perfons 
dye, and Evidences were out and are loft. So that, after the Scene is thifted 
from this furviving Generation to the next, there will be fcarce a Poffi- 
bility, bat by fuch Memoirs as thefe, to have a tolerable Knowledge, or to 
make any Judgment at all, of thefe Times: Therefore a faint Likenefs is 
better than none at all. 

CXXXVIL Ihave heard of Ufurpations of Crowns, Brigues between The fingular 
Kings and their Nobles and military Men; fo between Nobility and Com- Crafisof this 
monalty; and no lefs of open Rebellions of the People againft their Gover- 48¢ of Plots: 
nors, But who ever heard of a Monarch, in his Throne, obnoxious to the 
treacherous Infults of the very Scum of human Kind and the Outcaft of 
Goals? And Rebels in Secret making Ufe of fuch Tools openly, in myfte- 
rious {candalous Practices, sgainft the fovereign Perfon of a King, furrounding 
him with perpetual Attemp.s to delude, in Order to defame him? I thould 
have been afhamed to fay fo much of fuch worthlefg Wretches and their 
Traffic, if they only had been concerned; for who would amufe himéfelf, 
or others, with an Hiftory of Vewgate Common-Side? But here the Govern- 
ment itfelf is played upon, by thefe Fourbs, externally and vifibly; which 
fan@ifies the Example to perpetual Memory, if it may, from all Circum-- 
ftances of the Behaviour, be colle€ted and preferved; The rather because 
they prevailed againft the Monarchy, as fubterraneous Vapours often do 
againft a Mountain, to fhake it. What lefs can be thought of, when the 
Parliament was inflamed, the Houfes clafhing in hard Words, and, at a 
Week’s End, diffolved; and, all the While, upon the very Spot where the 
Actors came, none could difcover what was the real Incentive of fuch out- 
ragious Oppofitions ; and ever fince, having the Advantage of Time, and 
all the Difcovery it has afforded, all we have gained, isa little Difcharge 
from Prejudice which, at that Time, blinded the Eyes of many; the reft 
is purely Tefimonium rei, And, with Help of that, I have endeavoured to 
encounter the falfe Glofles of the Faction who, by the fame Spirit, as 
actuated them at the Time, have ever fince been moved to conceal or dif- 
guife their Ations, and to hold ftill over them the fame falfe Prejudices as 
covered them at firft, And one of the chief Operators, in this Work, is the 
Author before us. I could not, without a thorough Canvafs of the Faét, 
have, to any real Satisfadtion, expofed his grofs Infincerities in this Matter. 

And, to do itthe more entirely, I have not meddled with him in my Walk, 
but come now to the Trial of his Tropes and Figures, which he hath put 
forwards with the utmoft.of his Art. 

CXXXVIII. The worft is, we have neither Hiftory nor pure Libel to an ert 
do with, but a Compound of both.. One cannot take any Thing clear or penuous Re, 
diftinét out of it, but, between relating and refleGing, glancing and infi- prefentation 

: : nuating, of this Affair. 
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nuating, the Author is like one that ftarts to and fro, as if he would not 
be taken ; as will appear on the perufal of his whole Paragraph ; bur I 
muft take it to Pieces. In the general, I muft affirm that all the libel- 
lous Part is utterly falfe; and without, or, rather, contrariant to Evidence, 
He fays Fitzbarris was an Irith Papift, and confequently a fit Tool to ri- 
dicule the Popifh-Plot; with this Defign he became a Correfpondent with 
the Duchefs of Portfmouth and her Woman Mrs. Wall, and the French 
Embaffador’s Confeffor, from whom he had received feveral Sums of Money, 
Here the three firft Words, and no more, will pafs for Truth. The ri- 
diculing Tool is neither true nor falfe, being Nontenfe ; but it is malicious, 
and that is better than either: For the King is this je ze gay quoi Ridiculer, 
and this Fellow, Fitzharris, his Underpuller. But Fitzbarris's becoming 
a Correfpondent on this ridiculing Project, is ridiculous enough; falfe to be 
fure, even in the Scheme of the Party, for that fets him on work to {wear 
a falfe Plot: So {wearing a new one is ridiculing the old one. Perjury, 
indeed, as the Divine ftates it here, is a very ridiculous Thing. And the 
Author, for good Manners, fets the Duchefs in the Front; when the Ac- 
quaintance was with her Woman, who, in that Affair, took Place of her 
Lady. And, for the Confeffor and his Money, not a Scruple of Autho- 
rity to affirm, as the Author doth, of receiving Money from him, If he 
had wrote that Fitzbarris (as Everard {wears) boafted of his Acquain- 
tance with the Confeffor, who, as he faid, would give great Sums, fo far 
had been true ; but no Word that he had given any. And Fitzbarris, in 
his dying Speech, derides the Pretenfion of Money that Way; and‘ yet 
the Author, though every Way falfe and unwarranted, affirms it to be 
true: And he doth the like in other Inftances, If one Man fays that an- 
other Man faid that another Man did, &c. he goes not fo far about, but 
right down affirms the Fact done, as if it were of his own Knowledge. 
I think it had been as fair an Handle to have alledged the 250/, that the 
Man had for being a Spy, and inferred his Scandal from that; but, it 
feems, to have the Money taken from the French Embaffador, founded 
better: The other was common ; for what Potentate doth not pay Spies? 
CXXXIX,. This Paffage is a Specimen of the very Soul of this Hifto- 
ry. But now I muft thew how he treats the Libel, made by Means of 
Fitzharris, of which he pretends to give fome Account. It appears that 
he relifhes more thofe flight Paflages, that were current in the feditious - 
Difcourfes and Prints, than of the right down Treafon in it; for. thofe 
former caft Reflections upon the Perfon of the King, and he gratified his 
Itch a little in the very Repetition of them, though, in all other Refpeds, 
frivolous. As, ———< that the King, having been a Papift from the Be- 
“* ginning, got an Act 13 Car. II. early, to ftop Peoples Mouths (great 
“© Forefght!) againft the Time he thould appear inclining that Way, by 
“ favouring the Duke of York, and turning Proteftants out of their 
« Places.’ And diverfe other Matters. fuch as thefe. which do not come 
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up to Treafon, Nay, he brings forward that, very worfe than infernal, 
” Lye upon King Charles I. that he contrived the Trib Mafficre and Re- 
bellion. But at laft he comes to thew a little Treafon ; but it is becaufe 
there is, pregnant in it, a faCtious Scheme of Rebellion. As, ——* that 
‘* the Parliament may depofe a Popith Poffeffor, as well as a Succeflor ; 
«and, fince no Hopes of the Parliament at Oxford, the People were bound 
“ to.provide for themfelves.” Now, whether it were Ofcitancy or Ma- 
lice, I will not determine, but he has falfified in putting the Word Par- 
Hiament in the Place of the People, which makes a {winging Difference ; 
for his Society go from the Parliament to the People, and fay, they may 
hang up the Parliament, if they mifoebave themfelves. But this brings to 
Light his own Senfe of the Englifh State, as he would have it underftood. 
But now a flight Comparifon of thefe Items with the Indictment itfelf, or 
as I have flated it fhorter, thews how little of the Treafon, and that little 
not without great Defign, he permits to this Libel. It looks as if he 
wrote an Apologetic to the Mob, on the Behalf of the Prifoner. Why 
elfe thould not he (if any Thing) fet down the hideous Stuff I extracted 
out of the Indi€&tment, and which was the material Part of the Evidence 
atthe Trial? No, for the End of all is to thew that his Party were not 
fo much to blame in {eeking to cover and protect fuch an egregious Of- 
fender, as Fitzbarris was, and thereby to candy them up to Pofterity, 
CXL. Next he tells us what was to be done with this mild and mode- He writes the 
rate Libel, It was to be fixed upon the Proteftant Diffenters, and to be pane ae 
difperfed by the Penny-Poft, to the Protefting Lords, and Leading Men in the “an Tihs. 
Houje of Commis, who were thereupon immediately to be taken up and 
fearched. Xt is hard to fay whether all this Affirmation of Faé, be more 
foolith, falfe, or malicious. There is not one Syllable in all the A@s and 
Proceedings, no, not in the well-dreffed Examination in Newgate, tending 
to this, But only, at the Trial, Oates faid that Everard {aid fomething 
like it; and Everard flood by and faid no fuch Thing ; but if he had faid 
fo to the Doétor, his Reverence had Skill enough in Plot, to have laughed 
at it fora Banter. It is true, the Faction defigned that fuch an impertinent 
Scandal fhould be believed: Therefore in a Trial, which was to be printed, 
thofe Men (in the Shape of Witneffes for the Prifoner) came in to fay as 
they did, and fo they could not be charged as Libellers; which Sort of 
Screen was ordinarily ufed by the Faction. And, upon thefe Vouchers, 
the Author turns all into Truth by his pofitive Affirmation. He could 
have done no more if forty Witneffes had dire@ly {worn it, But fecondly, 
The Folly is a Contutation, although the whole Society of Swearers had 
direétiy vouched it. Could the King, and his ridiculing Council, be fo 
filly to think the Cuftody of a treafonable Libel to be Treafon? When, in 
the Law Cafes of the Lord Cook, it is fearce made criminal; and fince 
the Ufe of the Penny-Poft, (the Politic Means of the Conveyance intended) 
it is become no Charge at all, becaufe a Man has an Anfwer ready, viz. 
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it came by the Penny-Poft: However, it is advifable {as the Lord Cook , 
fays) to carry all fuch Matters to a Magiftrate, But it is the making and 
publifhing that creates the Offence, and not the Cuftody. As, for In- 
ftance, the Author is the Perfon to be charged criminal for making and 
publifhing his Book, and not the Reader, or Owner, that unfortunately 
keeps it. How could any one, of Englifh Education and Prattique, fwal- 
low fuch a low Rabble Suggeftion? Much more montftrous is it to insagine 
Readers fo impofable upon to credit it upon any one’s bare Relation, and 
moft of all when it is found to come from a vain Hearfay, or rather Prat- 
tle, among a Pack of Cheats, wrote (as the Author has done here, and 
upon no better Authority) for pofitive Truth. 
CXLI. But thirdly, The Malice is flagrant, for it feems not enough, 
without adding, That Everard affirmed the Court had a Hand in it, and 
that the King had given Fitzharris Money, and would give him more if it 
had Succefs. Is it poflible an Author, out of meer Malice, can be fo abu- 
five of Truth? For Everard did not fay fo; Oates, indeed, faid that Eve- 
rard faid. Now this Word, affirmed, implies that Everard folemnly 
teftified fo at the Trial; for it is from thence this Sentence is taken; and 
what Oates faid was fo little regarded, that neither he, nor the Prifoner, 
ever urged the Men, that were prefent and heard all, to fay one Way or 
other. And here is the Warrant for this Author to lay on Majefty a 
Charge fo black as (in Defign) to murder a dozen or two of Peers, and 
I know not how many Commoners, by a Trapan at Law and fuborned 
Evidence ; what means elfe the Words, If it bad Succefs? Here is Hiftory 
with a Vengeance! And what is the Subje&t Matter? Mow Plebeian In- 
vention, proper only for a Canaglia of Paltroons, over Ale, to babble one 
to another, and far from the Genius of a Court, and particularly from the 
known Character of King Charles Il.snay, an ordinary Man of Bufinefs 
could never have taken in with fuch mean Tricks, were he never fo much 
a Knave. But yet we have it here depofed, by the Hiftorian, with Gra- 
vity, asa bloody Stratagem of a Tyrant. Secret Hiftory, forfooth! 
CXLIT. But, to do him Right, he hath made notable Provifion of Cre- 
dit; for refleGting fagely that Oates, perhaps, may be taken for a Party- 
Man, and liable to give crooked Teftimony, therefore he corroborates the 
Evidence by his own judicious Obfervation, adding that, It is fo much 
more to be credited, fince the King himfelf told Cornith that Fitzharris, 
Jor near three Months before his Apprebenfion, had been with bim, and ac- 
quainted him be was in Purfuit of a Plot whieh very much related to his 
Perfon and Government. Vous avez, the Point Proved Syllogiftically. 
Who doth not love clofe and ftrong Reafoning, as.well as Truth, in Hit. 
tory? The better any thing is proved, the more it is to be credited, The 
King is infinuated to have caufed a Plot to be made, to bring Lords and 
Commoners to Death by Treafon falfely charged ; for (there is the Pinch) 
now the King faid Fitzbarris told him of a Plot he was purfuing ; to 


which, 
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a which, it feems, his Majefty was an utter Stranger, however it concerned 
hitn, Is it not a plain Cafe? Hlow comes he fo boldiy to affirm the King: 
told Corni/b, when all, that is true of that Matter, is that Cornifh {aid {65 
and, at the fame Time, his Saying was denied and difproved ? This is 
like the reft; all the Hearfay and refleGting Talk, of Oates and thofe that 
appeared on the Side of Fitzbarris, the Author writes down for the Truth 
of the Fa@, But let it go, to oblige him for once, the King ufed and 
paid Fitzbarris as a Spy, (though it was the Womens Work, and not 
the King’s direétly) what then? O, then the King was the Plotter of this 
very Libel, and Ftzarris his Agent, for murdering Proteftants, Lords 
and Commons, by Procefs of Law. So much for ftrong Reafoning. 

CXLII, But the Author hath farther Inducements why this murdering The Conti- 
Defign fhould, as he fays, be more credited ; for the King thanked master ot 
Sir William Waller, and commanded a Warrant to iffue, and him to See tory. 
it executed ; yet be was no fooner gone but Sir William faid he was tn- 
formed by two worthy Gentlemen, that the King was highly offended with 
him, faying, be bad broke all his Meafures, &c. and that be would have 
bim taken of. The Paflage, at the Trial, was no more, but that one 
Hunt and another faid, that Sir William Waller faid that two Men faid ; 
and this, of two Men, Hearfay (iterum Crifpinus) the Author writes 
down for immediate Truth, viz. that Sir William faid fo, and is direétly, 
by him, affirmed as fach in his Hiftory, Enough has been faid of thie 
before, fo little need be repeated; only we may propofe the Extremes to 
fhew the Scantling of the Author’s falfe and inveterate Malice, On the 
one Side, there are a Parcel of Sham-plotters, fome known, others (as 
Waller's two worthy Gentlemen) unknown, babbling without Foundation, 
ignorantly, and to no Purpofe. And, on the other Side, there is Majefty 
and a folemn Miniftry acting regularly ; and the former are brought forth, 
by a Windlatch of a Trial, to charge the latter with the fouleft of Crimes, 
Murder, Perjury, Subornation, and lawlefs Affaflination ; that is, as far as 
Hearfays and malicious Glances will incline Folks to believe, And this 
an Hiftorian has gathered, and ferves up to Pofterity, for an Account of 
the State of Affairs, at that Time, in England, One may appeal to the 
Common Senfe of Things, if ever fuch f{candalous Defamation, on no 
Ground, forced, improbable, unteftified, and really falfe as Hell, and vi- 
rulent as the Devil, was or could be affixed to the Memory of a gracious 
inoffenfive Prince, (as as Charles U1. in even his Enemies Account, is 
now allowed to have been) like to what is done here, fince the Invention 
of Letters and Writing in the World; and alfo whether it is not fit for 
Authority to wipe out fuch a Stain upon a Nation, by a judicial Con- 
demnation, of this falfe and fcandalous Writing, to Fire and Oblivion for 
ever. : 

CXLIV, But we cannot have done yet; every Word and Syllable, in itcprefents 
this Paragraph, demands fome Animadverfion, ‘After the Flams about the Senfe of 
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prevented perfecting the Subornation, as was intended the next Day, ahd 
which we are given to underftand, was to obviate the Prifoner’s telling all. 
The Author fays, The Commons thought that all this looked fo like a Trick, 
and a Continuance of the Popi, b-Plot, as they impeached him, We fhall 
not difpute who were the Trickers, But why @ Continuance of the Po- 
pifb-Plot? Anfwer, for the Sake of iil “Words; and he could not, jin his 
Vocabulary, find worfe. No fingle Member {aid any thing like this; and 
I thought, by the Tenor of the Votes, the Intent was to fecure bringing 
the Criminal to Juttice ; and, for that Reaton, he was to be taken out of 
the Hands of the King’s Courts. And then I thought the Members were 
in Earneft, when they moved for his Impeachment, faying, he might ren 
lent and tell all. But this Author knew their Minds better, and charges 
his Nonfenfe for their Reafons. This Fancy, of a Continuance of the 
Popifh-Plot, came into the Author’s Cranium, becaufe he knew the Fac- 
tion intended that Fitzharris was to make good all that, and add the 
reft, wiz. @ Bottom, ec. to bring it to Perfection 3 but, that failing, he, 
in the Way of Sham, turns it upon the Court, like former Plots, to ftifle 
and ridicule the Plot, as hath been fhewed. There is little more faid of 
this Man’s Caufe, only the dry Steps of it through Weftminfter-Aall; and 
then the Author makes up his Mouth with that grand Suppreffion of the 
dying Speeches; an Abufe of an Hiftorian to be ftigmatifed, as being worfe 
than lying. He could touch all the Jefuits dying Papers, after a Fathion, 
and fets forth a Seleét of the Rye-Plot Papers, long as Treatifes, in the very 
Words, What was Fitzharris guilty of more than thefe, to forfeit ait 
Notice of his dying Confeffion ? Who will not abominate fach partial and 
falfe Dealing as this > 
He fallifies CXLV. The Author never blunders worfe than when he meddles with 
Pedi. the-Lawy for he cannot, or will not, reprefent any thing, of that Kind, 
the Evidences. “| e a : 
right or true ; and yet he writes as dogmatically, as if he were the Judge 
directing the Jury, as here, concerning the Trial, he fays, The chief’ Evi- 
dences againf him were Sir William Waller and Everard, upon whofe Tem 
Aimony be was Sound guilty. Now is it not ftrange, when a Paper of In- 
ftructions of his own writing was Produced, one Smith, as material a Wit. 
nefs as any, the Earl of Arran, to the publifhing, Cooling, Bulftrode, 
Mrs, Wail, the Duchefs, and others, to Circumftances, that the Author 
fhould write fo brazenly falfe? But the Reafon of this wilful Trefpafs 
upon Truth (for it is too rank to be cafual) is that, at the Trial, Wal. 
ler and Everard had fome Perfons come in upon them with Pretenfions 
to diminith their Credit. As Oates againit Everard, and others againft 
Waller, but only upon Hearfays, as was noted ; and there was not any 
thing fo much as pretended againft the others. So he lays weight upon 
thofe he thinks are oppofed (though with no Manner of Weight or Rea- 
fon) and fupprefleth all the other Evidence, as if no fuch had ever been, 
Thane 
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. There’s a Touch of hiftorical Skill! I can fearce believe myfelf, when I 
Dsing forward fuch falfe Fetches as thefe are. 

CXLVI. This Art, fo much prattifed by the FaGtion at that Time, and 
purfued by our Author in this Inftance, that is, trumpetting forth all they 
can colour their own Way, and fuppreffling all that will not take the 
Dye, but hold ftaunch againft them, fhines bright in a certain Writer, who, 
being a Lawyer and elfewhere intimated, has taken a Time when Abun- 
dance of wind-bound Libels, againft the former Reigns, broke loofe, and 
hath publifhed (with his Name in the Front) an Inveétive againft this and 
diverfe other Trials; but here his Honefty is manifefted in a moft efpecial 
Manner. He fays Fitzbarris’s Cafe was not Treafon, becaufe it did not 
appear he defigned to kill the King, but onlya Trapan. Indeed the ftirring 
up the People to InfurreGtion and Rebellion, is a very harmlefs Thing! The 
cutting off a Leg oran Arm of Majefty, defigning only to run away with 
the Member, if it be not defigned to kill, is no Treafon! This, from a: 
Man of Law, who knows that to reftrain the King’s Perfon any Way (by 
Reafon of the never failing Confequence) is underftood to compafs his Death, 
is very extraordinary, and agreeable to the Value he fets on himfelf towards 
the End of his Book, and the Contempt he there exprefleth of the Judges 
Authority, But it is remarkable that, after fearching all Corners for trifling 
Exceptions, he had it not in his Heart to mention either the Newgate Exa- 
mination, or the dying Declaration and Speech; Articles fo confiderable in 
the Cafe, as much lefs is to be made of it without them. Indeed he names 
Cornifh as one that went to Newgate, but, as to the Bufinefs, Mum. And he 
vilely infinuates that Corni/h, (long after attainted of High Treafon for the 
Rye Confpiracy) was hanged, as he fays, for looking into the Secret, So 
every Thing, with thofe Spiders, turns to Poifon. A little Notice given of 


the dying Speech, had f{poiled that malicious Invention, This is one of the: 


Author’s Claffics, or capital Authorities, elfeI had not thought this Book de- 
ferved fo much Notice; but where they are interwoven, it is hard to part 
them. I have now done with this myfterious Sham-plot of Fitzharris, and 
the Author’s Metamorphofis of the Story. And, if I obtain Indulgence for 
the Length, I am fully gratified for the many ferious Hours I have {pent in 
weighing the Faéts and Circumftances that belong to it; which I have done: 
with the fame Integrity, as if the Time had been antediluviam, And, as 
to hard Words, which I confefs have fallen from my Pen, upon. Things 
and Perfons, and particularly the Author, I have to alledge, for Ex- 
cufe, that the Subject is critical, not of Truth only, but, of the Morality 
of an Hiltorian, A bare Relator may be unarmed, but a Cenfor Morum 
cannot ; but yet when a new Law is ena€ted, or a new CharaGter of Ho- 
nefty is publithed, to oblige Folks to give bad Words to good Aétions, 
and to adorn the worft of AGtions, the Actors and Relators of them, with 
good ones; nay, be it only to forbear rendering every one his Due, and to: 

be- 
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be non chalant and infipid in fuch Matters, I promife hereafter to be a Re- . 
formado, or no Writer at all. a 

CXLVII. About this Time the Faétion was come to the laft Proof of 
their Patience ; and what was the Confequence will appear afterwards; But 
till Things came to Extremity, it was obfervable, that Abundance of other 
Sham-plots flew about, which feemed of {mall Import or Confequence; and 
why? Becaufe they failed and came to Nothing ; and then, as the Wa 
was, were hufhed up, and all Means ufed to fupprefs the very Mention of 
them, whereby very few have heard there were any fuch, and now thofe 
few are either gone off or have forgot them, But I muft not let them 
pals fo, becaufe the Shew of them will paint, in lively Colours, the Com- 
plection of that Age, and initruét thofe that come after, how to be behaved 
if ever the like PraGtices fhould find like Encouragement, as fome of thofe 
had. I grant it is {carce reafonable to think the like Crifis of the Public 
fhould ever return, being what never, in our Notice, happened before; but 
fome Profers may fucceed, and indeed have fince happened; and I have 
obferved fo much thereupon, as to own the Benefit latter Times have had 
from the Remembrance of the former. For feveral Attempts of Plots have 
baffled themfelves and come to Nothing ; as that named of. for In- 
ftance, of which an Account is in Print 3 and, without our Armour of Proof, 
might have made deep Impreffion, But the People, as I intimated, were 
armed againft Shams; and fo they were after this Grand One of Fitzharris, 
but ftill continual Profers were made, as I am about to thew: For, till the 
Rye Confpiracy, the Game was {pirited and quick, which then fell morti- 
fied and enervous all at once. But now I muft again take Leave of our 
Author for a While; for he, that could pafs over the Items of the Grand 
Plot without Notice, will not amufe the Reader with thefe Nedulz, If 
any flanderous Turn is to be ferved, he can take up with Trifles; but what 
we are producing, was not ferviceable in that Way, rather the contrary. 
Therefore I muft afk his Leave to rank them among his Concealments and 
Suppreffions, fince all, or moft of them, are to be found in the Prints of 
that Time; which doubtlefs he had all before him to cull and reject as his 
Model fquared. I hall, for the Sake of Pertinence and Brevity, exhibit the 
Particulars in the Words of my often cited Memoir. 

CXLVUI. “ There was a Trick, like Captain Wilkinfon’s, offered to be 
““ put upon the Juftices in Surrey, by a Witnefs who offered himfelf, and, 
“if the Juftice had rejected the Information, he had been fubjeét to a Pe- 
“< nalty; and even while the Juftice had him under Examination, he laid 
“a Trap to enfnare him, by fwearing againft him, But the Juftice was 
“* cautious, and would have Witneftes prefent, which fruftrated the De- 
*« fign.” Although it be a Rule, De Officio Fudicis non datur Exceptio, 
and moft reafonable in it felf (for who is free to judge, if he is obnoxious to 
be cavilled upon afterwards ?) Yet, in that Time, no Rule or Reafon would 





Cuap. IV. EXAMEWN 311 


fhelter a Magiftrate from Obloquy, or indeed Punithment, if Plot-Witneffes 
fore againft him Matter of Crime relating to their Credit and Teftimony, 
for that wasa nice Point. It is not eafy to make underftood the Difficulties 
of this Kind, in this Time; there being few or no Inftances of the like, . 
whereby to elucidate them, This Sham was expofed in a Pamphlet entitled 
One Sham more. - 

CXLIX. “ Oates’s Servants offered to accufe him of Sodomy to my Lord outes and hit 
Mayor and Aldermen, and told very extravagant Stories concerning him, tesa 
But, when my Lord Mayor would have taken their Oath, and {et down 
their Depofitions, they faid they would not have it fo, but they would 
go Home and feich a Narrative which they would fwear, but never 
came more. It was believed a Sham at that Time, becaufe fo much 
was heard of it at Court fo early, that it was fuppofed the Party had laid 
the Report, and intended to turn it to Oates’s Favour, and againft the 
Government; but the Lord Mayor’s Care prevented it.”— But there had 
been a fearful Stir about this Matter, One Lane, in November 1679, did in- 
dict Oates of Sodomy, and the Grand Jury ignoramufed the Bill. But when 
Oates returned the Civility by an Indiétment of a Confpiracy, then (as Plow- 
den fays) the Cafe was altered, and the Bill was found againft Lane, Knox, 
and Ofborn; the Charge was for confpiring to accufe him of Sodomy, and 
for vilifying him and his Plot. Ofborn made an Appeal to the Activity of 
his Heels; but the other two were convi@ and punifhed. All this Bufinefs 
was but a confufed Mufs of Oates and his Men falling foul upon one ano- 
ther: Qyerelle d’ Almane, Wo to him that went between to part them, 
One would not guefs all that Smoak was without any Fire. Thefe Doings 
are fet forth ina Narrative, which Oafes, a buon Conto, put out, (the Gain 
of that was no Sham) entitled 4 Narrative of a horrid Confpiracy, &e. 

CL, Nay there was another Sham-plot of one Nettervile, which allied Colonel Blood 
itfelf to Dangerfield, by the Pretence of fteering the Popifh-Plot upon the beac 
Prefbyterians. And here the good Colonel Blood (that ftole the Duke of tive, 
Ormond and, if a timely Refcue had not come in, had hanged him at Ty- 
burn, and afterwards {tole the Crown, though he was not fo happy to carr 
it off) no Player at {mall Games; he, even he, the virtuous Colonel 
as this Sham-plot fays, was to have been deftroyed by the Papifts. - It-feems 
thefe Papifts would let no eminent Proteftant be fafe, But fome Amends 
were made the Colonel. by Sale of the Narrative licenfed Tho. Blood. It 
had been ftrange if fo much Mifchief had been ftirring, and he not come 
in for a Snack, 

CLI. « —-— The Night before the EleCtion of Sir William Pritchard A sham of. 
to be Lord Mayor (whom.the Fa@tion’ would have put by if they could) nee 
“ there was one... .. offered to {wear Treafon againft one Roufe, and eae 
“« that there was to be a Rifing in the City. But it was a Stratagem 

laid by the Party (if Rou/e: had been feifed) to have laid the Scandal of 
“ Subornation, that might have put the Loyal Party out of Countenance 


at 
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at the Election. The Difcovery was flighted and Nothing came of it” 
We fhall hear of one Roufe that was Traitor enough in Earneft, which 4s 
not at all incongruous with this Sham. For it is a Guard of Evil to be 
falfely accufed; and, for that Reafon, Men, that know themfelves guifty, 
fet up falfe Accufations to be bafiled; and then true ones, when they come, 
are thought to be falfe. And here a farther Turn was to be ferved. It isa Spa- 
nifh Proverb and, if ever, about Elections true; That if'a Lye will be believed 
but half an Hour, it is worth telling. But the Court were fo fhy of Plots, 
they did not, at this Time, prove whether the Accufation were true or falfe, 
Shimsof Don CLIT. « —~— One Don Lewis, who had been a Witnefs in the Popifh- 
Tice ** Plot, being beyond Sea, pretended there to make great Difcoveries, but 
You,and Pierfn, “© he would have his Pardon firft. And one Anderfon, alias Munfon, aleud 
«© Fellow, who had been condemned for a Prieft, and pardoned on Condi- 
* tion for Tranfportation, who likewife, as was reported, was recommended 
“by the Earl of Angle/ey to be Prieft to the Marchionefa Dowager of 
“ Worcefler, and was entertained by her, and was afterwards recom- 
* mended to the Duchefs of York, but was refufed : This Anderfon was to 
* get Lewis to difcover, and was to have his Pardon likewife. One Pier- 
«« fon came over from Amfterdam, on Purpofe to make this Overture, after 
it had been made to both the Secretaries, by Letter, in vain. ‘But the 
** King would not grant any Pardon, nor Affurance, but as they fhould de- 
« ferve. And whereas they capitulated, and refufed to come over without 
“* their Pardons were under Seal; now they were come over, both of them, 
* without any Warrant, or any Thing in Writing at all: Which was 
«© much wondered at. And Munfon was at the Secretary’s Office, to 
*< have offered fomewhat to the King; but whether he knew that he fhould 
“« be feifed, being a condemned Perfon, and having broken the Condition 
“ of his Pardon, and likewife a new Traitor for coming over into England, 
** being a Prieft, and would not truft to the Merit of any Difcovery, but 
“ feared he might be detected of ill Defigns, and thereupon Advantage of 
** the Law be taken, or what other Fright he took, appears not; but, when 
«« the King came, he was gone, and no Meffenger could ever fince find 
“him. Don Lewis afterwards appeared, but with an idle frivolous Story; 
‘ fo that it is plain they defired their Pardons as an Argument againft the - 
«© Court of a Kind of Subornation—” I am certainly informed that it was 
-this very Don Lewis, that had the Mithap to lofe his Ears in the Pillory, 
over again{t the Royal Exchange, for counterfeiting Seamens Tickets, fince 
the Revolution. 
Shams of shel- CLIT. « One Sheldon, a profligate Fellow Soldier of Fortune, and a 
eon andGiorne. «© Panift, made an Overture to my Lord Preffon, Embaflador in France, 
« that there was a Plot then going on to deliver Ireland to the French King; 
“«* and fent a Copy of the Addre/s of the Irith, &c. and very much ridicu- 
“ lous Stuff; that 200000 /. was already raifed, and in the Hands of Cardinal 
“« Bouillion, He came over and was fully examined, but his Story was fo ex- 
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Omers and pretended to prove Oates a Cheat ; but upon fuch idle Grounds, 
that he was thought rather one of Oafes’s Difciples. He pretended to 
come over on Purpofe for this Difcovery ; and being told that he might 
go back again, he faid he would ftay in England and difcover Priefts ; 
but no News of him fince. 
CLIV. “ One Rejoice Fox, a pragmatical Fellow, and a Blackfmith by 
Trade, went to Newmarket to give Information of a Defign to kijl the 
King; and his Information was after the Fafhion of Narratives, with a 
Referve of what he thould difcover hereafter. Whereupon it was fuf- 
pected, and he accufing the Earl of Clare's Steward, with whom he had 
a Quarrel concerning a Leafe, he was fent to be examined by my Lord 
Chief Juftice Pemberton, but fo many of his Enemies came there, that 
he would not appear. 

CLV. « ~Afterwards there was a great Noife of difcovering a Prieft, 
one “fones, by one Lewis and Mansfield; and there was a Paper, upon the 
Prieit’s Table, importing dangerous Treafons that were communicated 
to him from fome other Papifts, and were carrying on by the Lords in 
the Tower. The Matter was very oddly introduced ; for Lewis got a 
Warrant to the Conftable to feife the Prieft, and Mansfeld did thew him 
the Chamber. When they came in, Lewys feifed the Paper in the View 
of the Parith Officers ; and yet the Paper was Mansfeld’s own Hand writ- 
ing, though a counterfeit Hand, and, by Comparifon with other Pa- 
pers, appeared to be fo. And Lewis faid, he believed Mansfield \aid it 
there (by which it fhould feem as if Mansfield had put a Cheat upon the 
Prieft) but Mansfield, being examined, at firft faid there was fuch a Let- 
ter, but the Prieft defired him to copy it in a ftrange Hand, that the 
Hand might not be difcovered, and he did it; wherefore the Prieft burned 
the Original. ° Mansfield, being charged to tell Truth, with a Declara- 
tion that that was the laft Time of afking, and the Pen and InkNeing 
delivered to him, telling him that whatfoever he fet down there he muft 
abide by, made an ingenuous Confeffion, that it was a Contrivance be- 
tween him and Lewis to fet up for Witneffes. And: Lewis diated the 
Contents, telling him what Kind of Accufations would pleafe the Ci- 
tifens, Lewis denied all, and {tood to his firft Story, and that he be- 
lieved there was fuch a Letter, and he could prove Jones to be a Prieft ; 
fo Sfones and Mansfield were committed, and the Matter left to Law, 
and no more came of it, 
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CLVI. « Whiteacre, having been a Fugitive upon a Judgment againgt Profers of 


him and come over, defired to be admitted to the King, and he would 
difcover great Matters, Being in the King’s Prefence, he faid he knew 
Nothing, but, if any Queftion was afked him, he would tell any Thing 
he knew of what was afked. But the King would not afk him any 
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“ Queftions, but told him, if he had any Thing to fay for his Service, he - 
“ might fay it. This was very wife; for if any Queftions had been afked 
«him about any Perfons or Things, he would by that have given out, 
«that he might have been pardoned, if he had made fuch Accufations ; 
‘and it would have been fuppofed others had been fo dealt with who 
«¢ had complied.” This is that Whiteacre, of whom worthy Mention has 
been made. He thought that the Knowledge, the Court had of his Capa- 
city to difcover, would make them {wallow any Bait he fhould hang out. 
He has the Honour to conclude thefe Shams ; there were fome others, but, 
relating to the Rye Confpiracy, will fall in properly there. Thefe fhort Re- 
lations fhew the Fruit of public Profers of large Allowances, and Penfions, 
to profeffed Accufers. What could be expected, in fuch a Cafe, but a De- 
tachment as from Hell it felf, a Party of Witnefles, falfe, and without 
Faith in God, or Fear of the Devil, to come forth and grieve, if not utterly 
deftroy, harmlefs Men? It is well that Knaves are commonly Fools, and 
that it is not eafy to find Fellows that are fo wicked to go upon falfe 
Plots and Perjury, and withal of Judgment to contrive fuch as fhould muf- 
ter upon Examination. Nay, the wifeft Contrivers of Falfity, without 
the Folly or Paffion, of others abroad, fiding with them, muft mifcarry. 
Therefore the Conductors of. our capital Plot were in the Right to pre- 
fuppofe that, if the Powers, they were to lean on, were not willing 
Friends, and the People not fo intoxicable as to fall in with their brutal 
Affiftance, no Good could come of any falfe Plot, however well charged 
and primed; and accordingly, Provifion was made to court Accident, as 
hath been thewed. Now thefe paltry Attempts, for Want of fuch good: In- 
gredients in the Compofition, went off iz Fumo. But yet there is Reafon 
to think that no flight Mifchiefs lay behind; but, judging by others that 

throve better, we may be affured there was a fufficient Copia of them. 
CLVH. Now was it not hard upon the Court to be held in Hand, as 
they were, with continual Alarms of Plots, and to be, as it were, bound 
to their good Behaviour in dealing with fuch Knaves, with whom all Man- 
ner of Commerce fhewed Precipices on either Side? For if the Steps, taken 
with them, were not ftraight and true, Reputation, at leaft (which, at that 
Time was wonderful nice) had fuffered, if worfe Confequences followed 
not. And one may fee, through them all, one uniform Defign, viz. of 
breaking the King’s Honour, and Confidence with the People ; which was 
to be done by taking and creating of Handles (if poflible) to make his 
Majefty’s Perfon deteftable; and this falfe Author before us, as much as in 
him lies, executes that Defign, upon which his Party did but work in 
Hopes to bring it about. heir’s was Policy, but his is Malice: And to 
thew how much his Impudence exceeds theirs, I need only repeat, as has 
been hinted, that, what Lyes they whifpered and infinuated, he writes down 
and publifhes for pofitive Truths. But to return, thefe Infults of Sham-plots 
came on fo thick, one upon another, that the Court was perfectly ee 
yy 
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them, and could -fcarce endure to hear of a Difcoverer; and every one. 


that profered, put them. upon the Strefs of Care and Caution, as if the 
Plague had waited upon them. Thus it went till fuch Time as, when a 
real and fubftantial Plot was offered to be difcovered, it would be {carce 
liftened after ; and, perhaps, that might have been the very Defign of fome 
that put forward fo many falfe ones. They fay the falfe Cry of the Wolf 
made the Neighbours not regard the Cry when the Wolf was come in Ear. 
neft. Therefore where the Wolf is the Politician, he will fend his Avant 
Couriers to rear the Cry in vain, before he intends to make his Vifita- 
tion in Perfon, 
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CHAP. Vv. 
Of the Rye Confpiracy. 


1, Shewed the Reafon why I made a Truce with the Author, till thefe 

I Relations were over; Concealment being all he has to anfwer for con- 
cerning them : But now I muft have more frequent Difcourfe with him 3 
becaufe I muft examine his Reprefentation of the Times, relating to the 
Difcovery of the Rye Plot, and the Proceedings thereon. For here he takes 
much upon him, having a weighty Charge upon his Spirits to bring off his 
Party with tolerable Grace and Reputation, And I mutt fay fo much 
for him, that he has done his beft, and muftered all the Arts of Poetry 
and Painting, or, in a Word, of Fidtion, to carry him through. He ad. 
vances, poftpones, illuminates, or darkens, as the State of his Subject re- 
quires, either to debafe, or render Matters illuftrious. And, if we apply 
clofe to the whole Condué of his Hiftory, it will plainly appear that, 
from the very Entrance of thisReign of King Charles I]. he had in View this 
Piece of Work we are going upon, and all along fabled his Story with 
Regard to it: As if his Matters were tefted upon his conceived Ufefulnefs 
or Prejudice, either in extenuating this Conifpiracy, -and ‘viadicating the Per- 
fons concerned. in it, or aggravating apainft the Govetniment the odious 
Characters of Popery and Tyranny. And he is not wanting to create, as 
well as perverfely to take, all Occafions and Handles that may operate in that 
Defign, and to drop or offufcate all the reft; juftas when the whole Play 
is contrived to fet off the laft A&, And, if what has been already obferved 
is not fufficient to make out this Account, I refer to what is to come after, 
which will amply fill up His Meafare,’ But by the Way, I muft precaution 
that the main, that is the Rye, Confpiracy is not foon to turn up; we have a 
great Deal of Talk about it before we come at it; for the Author, in all 
his Pourtraits, deals very much in Preparatives, And thofe we muft give a 
Difpatch to in the firft Place; and, if many Tracts (as I may call them) 
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intervene in the Way, we muft have Patience, until he comes to lay thof © 
Falfities before us, as muft be removed ; for upon them he builds his falfe 
Syftem, and, thofe kicked out of the Way, down falls his whole Struc- 
ture, As, for Example: He labours to perfuade his Reader, that fo many 
Enormities were grown up in the Public, as: were neceflary to be fet right 
by Meafures ; a Word he ufes for Rebellion, Andthefe Enormities we mutt 
canvafs, that Rebellion may not feem to fhrink into a few Meafures, or 
(as others have pioufly termed it) firs. 

II, I fhall begin with certain Obfervations in the general, and thew 
that, in Conformity to our Author’s Way of Proceeding, we mutt turn 
our Style End for End; and, recalling to Remembrance’ Oates’s Plot, with 
the Appurtenances, write every thing contrary to what was wrote there, 
For that and the Rye are antagoniftical ; what was there wrote black, muft 
now be wrote white, here for there, high for low, bad for good, juft for 
unjuft, and not guilty for guilty: Every thing reverfed; for the Author 
has fhifted his Sails, tack’d about, and ftands in a direct contrary Courfe. 
When Oates was rampant, we found him, with our Author, in his Buf 
kins (Orchefram guatit} laying on wpon Sham-Plotters, Stiflers, and Ri- 
diculers in’ a tragical Strain; and nothing was fo hideous as ’{caping Death, 
and ftopping the Iffue of Blood. Now he is grown milder, and, with 
much Moderation, concerned for the poor Sufferers; he talks of hard 
Ufages, and ftraining Points of Law in Cafes of Life, and fach Mitiga- 
tories, And he is careful to gather and difpofe aptly, certain choice Scraps 
of Speeches, fometimes whole ones, with quaint Paffages out of feditious 
Libels, to bring down and qualify Treafon, to make it no Bugbear, but a 
laudable Proteftant Zeal: And, inftead of {napping fhort the Declarations 
of dying Men, with.a Sting into the Bargain, now, we have whole Ha- 
rangues, artfully compofed to amufe the People, and, at the Times, 
given out and printed, fet down here in the very Words. And, inftead 
of the Refpeét due to the King’s Evidence, and Honour to the Juftice of 
the Nation, in thofe Days the tendereft Things in the World; now, every 
Matter tranfacted, is metamorphofed into Slander and Libel upon the Courts 
of Juftice, Evidence, Judges, Miniftry, and all the Agents of the Go- 
vernment, as being Papifts and mortal Perfecutors of the Godly. We 
have forgot what a dreadful, execrable and horrid Plot it was of the Pa- 
pifts, that terminated in the King’s Death. Now, {weeping out of the 
World the King and the Duke of York, both together, with one Coup de 
Grace from the Mouth of a Blunderbufs, is of no Concern at all to us; 
and, inftead of ranting at it, we enter into the Society of, and take a Turn 
with. the Stiflers and Ridiculers; fo, as the Party Weather-cock ftands, 
we turn our Style, and frame our Hiftory. It muft not be thought ftrange 
therefore if, in the following Relations, when we can come at them, we 
find that, in the Room of Traitors and lawlefs Ufurpers of ee 

ower, 
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wer, we find wrote true Proteftants, and zealous Afferters of Religion 
and Liberty, 

Ill. We have a clear Inftance of this reverfed Procefs, in the Manage- 24. soregi- 
ment of a fubtile Fallacy by the Faction, and, by this Author, converted ous An orhe 
into Hiftory. Oates's Scheme was that the whole Popith Intereft, at Fallacy of ne 
home and abroad, were one, and that all were in the Plot to kill the cs eae 
King ; fo that to be a Papift, was to be in the Plot; thence it had its 
Denomination, the Popifh Plot. Then, by Way of Sham (as I have 
touched, but muft remember again) the Plot Party gave out that the Pa- 
pifts had a Defign to cover their own Guiltinefs, by charging the Pro- 
teftant Party, under like Comprehenfion, all in a Body, with a Plot to 
make a Rebellion; and alfo to pretend that Oates’s Difcovery was but a 
Branch of this Prote/tant-Plot. And this Work was to be done by fuborn- 
ing Sham-Witneffes againft Proteftants, to charge a falfe Plot upon them, 
and fo to ftifle the true one of their own, This is what they called turning 
the Plot upon Proteftants: Now, taking the Terms Papift and Proteftant 
in the Generality, they, that could fo eafily perfuade People to believe all 
Papifts were in a Plot to kill the King, thought they might as eafily per- 
fuade that no Proteftant was in any Plot of Rebellion: And fo they cried 
out, No Proteftant-Plot ; under a continual Suppofition that, if a Plot 
were for a Rebellion among thofe who made a Noife of their being Pro- 
teftants, it muft be as general in the whole reformed Body of the Na- 
tion, as they had falfly pretended the Popifh-Plot was in the whole Body 
of the Papifts. Whence they taught the common People to fay, one to 
another, we are Proteftants, and know of no Plot, ergo, no Proteftant-Plot. 
It is hard to defcribe the Subtilty of this Dealing, and how hard a Popu- 
lace is to be taken out of a Prejudice once received. For, upon this Foun- 
dation laid, it was no fooner found out that a Parcel of Non-Papifts (I 
cannot allow them to be Proteftants in an honeit Senfe: For whoever 
muftered, as fuch, Atheifts, and Perfons of ambitious turbulent, and ra- 
venous Profeflions?) were really engaged in a defperate Plot againft the 
King’s Life and the Monarchy, but the whole Faction reared the Cry, No 
Protefant Plot ;-and confequently thefe Day-light Difcoveries, and the 
Accufations and Profecutions againft the Perfons concerned, againft whom 
there was full Evidence, were all Fitions and Subornations, This Fal- 
lacy was propagated by the whole Body, Member and Limb, of the 
Faction, with ftrange Induftry; and accordingly it took with the fimple 
and unwary People, that, for a While, thought all the clear Evidences, 
againft particular Perfons, were anfwered by it; as if it had been impoffi- 
ble in Nature, that a Papift could bea Non-Traitor, or a Non-Papift (alas 
a Proteftant) a true Rebel. And juft as the Party, with their Difcourfes 
and Pamphlets, traded on this Occafion; fo the Author works up his 
Hiftory; and if one would trace his occafional Florilegium, it would be 
found throughout owing to the three Libels of the Time, upon this ae 
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del, entitled, No Protefant-Plot ; where fhines the factious Art, by Abufe- © 
of Words, to fcreen Traitors, and which the Author has borrowed to de- 
lude Pofterity. 

My - pale , . LV. Another Invention of his, is, by Way of Deduction, to thew how 

and?Low it came about that Folks fhould be fo perfecuted for the Rye-Confpiracy ; 

Church, before and to make credible all the Evil he has to charge (by Way of Infinuation 

the Difine- to feem modeft) upon the Government and the Courfe of Juftice in that 
Time. He goes an huge Way about to fetch in a new Union or League 
ftruck up between the Papifts and High Church, which Term he beftows 
upon the ordinary Church Conformity of that Time ; although it was 
many Years before that Diftinction of High and Low was, for the like, and 
no lefs knavith, Purpofes, invented and moft fatanically {pread abroad and 
impreffed upon the People. 

Low Church = -V, We are to underftand that, formerly, Papift and Diffenter were very 

eimetaee’ good Friends and Acquaintance. But now, to divide and weaken the 

High Church Proteftant Intereft, Papift was come into Aigh Church, and both joined 

and Papi. to mortify the poor Diffenters; whereof the Fruits were putting the Laws 
againft Conventicles in execution. Thus the Church of England was 
cheated and cullied by the Papifts, that undermined her, by dividing away 
her Friends and Allies the Non-Conformifts, and thereby fetting Prote- 
ftants together by the Ears, whz/? they run away with the Bone. And 
then Low Church (as he forges) feeing all betrayed and going, were obli- 
ged (alack!) for Prefervation of the Proteftant Religion, to take in with 
the Diffenters, and fo to ftop the Torrent of the Court. This is his Ro- 
mance to palliate the Treafons, which were moft manifeftly founded upon 
the Bafis of the Conventicles; and to make all the authoritative Meafures 
of the Government, to be but Popery in Mafquerade, dealing by Tricks, 
Forgeries and Subornation, to crufh the moderate and true Proteftants, 
The many far-fetched foolith Strains, which the Author has for this Pur- 
pofe, are, or will be touched elfewhere. Now, I obferve only in the 
general the Author’s great Forecaft, and long-winded Preparations for the 
Subject he has undertaken. 

Artin joining VI. Another Mark I have of his Providence in general, to {mooth his 

aa ae Way to the Rye-Pict, which, like the reft of his Excellencies, is bor- 

undertheride Towed from the common faétious Talk and Libels of the Time; and is, in 

of Papifts. fhort, that the King and Duke of York were all one, or rather that the 
Duke was King, if ruling all Things would make him fo. This I have 
touched before, fo lefs need be faid of it now; but it was a Foot, where- 
upon fhort Work was made with the King. There was little need of Par- 
ticulars in his Charge; for all that Evil, as was taken for granted to be 
true of the Duke, in one pure Suppofition, was transferred to the Perfon 
of the King, and there’s an End. And we fhall find this Royal Combi- 
nation all along couched under the odious Term Papi/fs. If the Romifb 
Party is to be touched, they are Roman Catholics, but it is the Court 
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re the Papifts, as hath been touched, and will appear fuller in due Place, 
“Pe wes the Papifts tormented Shaft/bury, the Papifts profecuted Diffent- 
ers, the Papifts fham-plotted Proteftants, and the like. Nothing had a 
Relith againft the Dake which did not reach the King; and the Procefs 
of the Rye-Houfe Blunderbufs was of the fame Gufto; for that was to do 
the Work of both at once. This Prejudice, no lefs fiercely trumpetted forth 
by Faétion at the Time, than falfely infinuated by the Author here, is 
ufed to perfuade the World that the Proceedings at Law, againft the Cri- 
minals in the Rye-Houfe Con/piracy, were all but Popith Doings; and the 
ordinary Sentences of the Law, meer Stretch for the Ends and Gratifica- 
tion of Popery: While the real Crime, unpardonable as it was, arofe only 
from Zeal againft Popery and arbitrary Power. This being one of our 
Author’s general Colours, it is, thus far, difpatched out of the Way. 

VII. But we have another Piece of Preparation to confider, which will aH vise A 
take up a little more Time, and that is the State of Whig and Tory. And ae ates 
herein I muft be excufed a little Digreffion, which I think neceffary 
for the fuller difclofing the Author’s Frauds upon this Head. It is 
to be noted that, as we rofe up to Oufes’s Plot by a Climax of Ag- 
gravatives, fo we muft defcend to the Rye-Hou/e, by a Scale of Lenitives 
and Emollients; that thefe fame Treafons, of rugged Digeftion, may not 
hurt the Reputation of our Party, in more indifferent Times. It will appear, 
plainly, by meer Infpection of this Part of the Author’s Work, that, for 
this very Purpofe, he hath moft perverfely difguifed that Diftin@ion. But 
it will require fome Attention to difcern with what Length of Malice he 
doth it, even beyond what one would imagine or expect. 

VU. Firft, he mentions the Diftinétion of Whig and Tory, without A Proctama- 
any Charaéter or Solution of the Terms, what they mean, and which is een 
better or worfe, He is very referved as to that, intending to ufher it in yo reheat on 
with fome Tale, out of which an Advantage to his Party may infenfibly the bloody 
refult; he is an Artift, and can cut with a Feather. He introduceth the ™** 
Matter thus, Zhe Nation was fo divided under the unhappy Names of rage 381. 
Whig and Tory,—as to occafion Tumult and Riot, &c. upon which bis 
Majefly iffued bis Proclamation againf? Duels. A dutiful Subject had faid, 
as the Truth was, that the King, out of Care of his People, and, if pof- 

Sfible, to prevent Duels, put forth bis Proclamation, to give Notice that be 
would grant no Pardon to fuch as fhould offend, &c. but that was all out 
of his Way; his Road is Calumny, and not Honour to the King, as was 
due, for fuch a gracious A&t of Government. How then, with a Mif- 
chief, comes in this fame Whig and Tory? There is not a Syllable, or a 
Letter, in the Proclamation that looks that Way. But he would have it 
thought the Tory Court Party were thefe bloody Duellers, and forward 
to quarrel, expecting Pardons, which the poor Whigs muft not hope for. 
I can make no other Conftruction of this Tack of a Diftindtion altoge- 
ther foreign to a Proclamation againft Duels. But, be it as he would 


have 


3°9 


320 


Stidery of 
tie Daftinc- 
tion, and the 
Priority of 
the Inven- 
tion. 


EXAMEN. Parr Il, 


have it, Whigs and Tories were apt enough to be rough with one another; 
and where the Fault lay 1 fhall thew. It was not that nominal Diftinction, 
but the Subje@ Matter, that caufed Differences and Difputes; and, when 
that happens, there never want provoking Terms. What thinks he of 
Papift, Traitor, Slave, Rebel; No Popery, no Slavery, (his Friends Motto) 
and the like? May not thofe excite Quarrels rather than Whig and Tory? 
It is ridiculous to afcribe the Quarrels to Words, when Things were at 
Stake, fo important as the very Government and Wealth of the Nation : 
Reconcile them, and Words vanifh. Were there not Elections of Magi- 
ftrates, and Characters of Men worthy, and worthy Men, and Defenders, 
as well as Oppofers of the Government in Church and State, which were 
openly attacked in all the Forms, as a Town to be taken and plundered ? 
But, good Lack, this Whig and Tory fo unhappily divided Folks!— The 
Author’s Defign is cunning enough to make one Smile; he firft blackens 
the Diftinétion, making it the Caufe of bloody Doings, {0 as to occafion a 
Proclamation ; fuppofing that the Aggreffion will be charged on the Tories, 
(for who are fo quarrelfome as the Court-Party, and fo mild and mode- 
rate as the Fanatics?) But, left that fhould fail, he goes on to charge it~ 
direétly on the Church Party, and the Loyallifts, whom he will have to be 
the Authors and Managers of it, (for fuch bloody Purpofes, no Doubt) 
and, according to his Wont, boulfters up his libellous Invention with a 
Proclamation brought in Neck and Heels, as they fay, to argue the fan- 
guinary Difpofition of the Tories. Thofe ‘being the Generality of the 
Englifh Gentry, I may allow fufceptible of Provocation, and not apt to 
admit tamely of ill Language to their Faces: And the other Side, among 
many other indecent Appellations, ufed this of Tory, out of Contempt and 
Scorn of them, as I fhall thew. And becaufe the Author brings in the 
Matter by Way of Enormity, one of thofe that is to extenuate the intended 
Rebellion and Maflacre at the Rye, (where we fhall arrive as foon as thefe 
Extenuatives are difmiffed) I think it will be needful to take up the Hif- 
tory of Whig and Tory from the Beginning. 
1X. The Terms of that Diftinétion were not coeval in Practice, but the 
latter (that is Zery) had much the ftart, and was inflicted about a Year 
before the other was thought on: But now, Whig has the Pre-eminence, 
for better Sound’s Sake. In the We/fminffer Parliament 1679, the Bill of Ex- 
clufion of the Duke of York, took Place in the Houfe of Commons; but 
not without Divifions, Heats, and Animofities, as a Matter of that 
high Nature muft needs cavfe. But, without Doors, the Debates among 
the Populace were more fierce, and agitated with Extremity of oppofite 
Talk ; and the lower Sort were generally on the Side of the Bill, who, but 
for fome naughty Guards, which the King had always in good Order, had 
come down and affifted with their Noife (at leaft) about the Honfes of 
Parliament. Pending the Debates, the factious Drivers plied the Coffce- 
Houfes, and all Places of promifcuous Refort, to inculcate a Maxim of 
theirs 
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theirs (hinted elfewhere) ‘upon which the whole Machine turned ; which 

“yas that nothing, no nothing, but the Exclufion, would do. The King 
had offered a Security after him, little lefs than the Power of the Govern. 
ment itfelf; but, in Sadnefs, that would not do, and why? It was not to 
take Place in his Time. It is eafy to imagine how rampant thefe Procu- 
rators of Power, the Exclufioners, were under {uch Circumftances of 
Advantage, as at that Time prevailed : Every where infulting and me- 
nacing the Loyallifts, as was done, in all the Turns of common Conver- 
fation ; and the latter had the Wind in their Faces, the Votes of the Houfe, 
and the Rabble into the Bargain. This Trade, then not much oppofed, 
naturally led to a common Ufe of flighting and opprobrious Words; fuch 
as Yorkift. That ferved for meer DiftinGtion, but did not {candalife or re- 
fle& enough. Then they came to Tantivy, which implied Riding Poft to 
Rome. Obferve, all the While, the Loyal Church Party were paffive, 
the Outrage lay wholly on the other Side. Then, obferving that the 
Duke favoured Iri/h Men, all his Friends, or thofe accounted fuch by ap- 
pearing againft the Exclufion, were ftraight become Iri/h, and fo wild 
Lrifh, thence Bogtrotters, and, in the Copia of the faétious Language, 
the Word Jory was entertained, which fignified the moft defpicable Sa- 
vages among the Wild Irifh, and, being a vocal clever founding Word, 
readily pronounced, it kept its Hold, and took Poffeffion of the foul 
Mouths of the Faction ;. and every where, as thofe Men paffed, we could 
obferve them breath little elfe but Tory, together with Oaths and Damna- 
tion, Thus the Anti-exclufioners were ftigmatifed with Execration and 
Contempt, as a Parcel of damn’d Tories, for diverfe Months together ; 
and fcarce any durft fo much as hifs, but moft lay by under the Prejudice 
of being Loyal, Fault enough at that Time. 

X. But as nothing violent is lafting, fo this raging, nick-naming, ftig- 
matifing Sort of Men began to fall exceedingly in their Credits with the 
Community of the Nation, and apparently to lof Ground; the Caufe 
and Steps of which will appear elfewhere: And the Loyallifts began to 
chear up, and to take Heart-a-grace. And, in the Working of this Crifis, 
according to the common Laws of Scolding, they confidered which Way 
to make Payment for fo much of Tory as they had been treated with, and to 
clear Scores, They began, and, one While, called the Adverfaries True 
Blues, becaufe fuch were not fatisfied to be Proteftants, as the Church- 
men were, but muft be ¢rue Proteftants, implying the others to be falfe 
ones, juft not Papifts. Then they went on, and ftyled the . Adverfary 
Birmingham Proteftants, alluding to falfe Groats counterfeited at that 
Place. This held a confiderable Time ; but the Word was not fluent 
enough for hafty Repartee; and,-after diverfe Changes, the Lot fell upon 
Whig, which was very fignificative, as well as ready, being vernacular in 
Scotland, (from whence it was borrowed) for corrupt and four Whey. 
Immediately the Train took, and, upon the firft Touch of the Experi- 
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ment, it run like wild Fire, and became general, And fo the Account of — 
Tory was ballanced, and foon began to run up a fharp Score on the other 
Side: For the Whigs were fo fearfully peppered, that they grew weary of 
Nicknames, and began to put on grave Faces and cry, why thefe invidious 
Diftinétions? And, ever fince, they have falfly charged the Tories to have 
been the Authors and Beginners of that DiftinGtion, which was truly, b 
the Name of Tory, began by themfelves, and continued till Fleth and Blood 
could bear no longer; and then the Tories retalliated, as I have fhewed, 
direétly fe defendendo. And now the Author has got it by the End, and 
is telling us how the Torzes gave Advantage to the Papifts by their invidious 
DiftinGions, as we fhall fee; but I hope the Saddle is fet upon the right 
Horfe. It may feem that I have wrote too much upon fo mean a Matter as 
the Names of Parties; but, for Excufe, I muft own an Opinion, that the 
Rife and Progrefs of fuch Diforders are ufeful to be known, and generall 
wanted in Hiftory. But I have done it the rather, becaufe the Author hath 
made a foul Mifufe of the Matter; and it is what fell within my own 
perfonal Knowledge and Experience. 

XI. Now the Author, having done his Work with the Tory Laity, he 
leaves them to their bloody quarrelfome Humour, and turns him to his Bre- 
thren the Clergy, to thew how much greater Monfters the Tory Party, among ft 
them, were; for, it feems, The Clergy were no lefS fcandalous Setters up 
of that Diftinétion. Now here is a Paragraph fo compleatly fcandalous 
upon the regular Clergy, (the Naughtinefs of which Reverend Body is made 
another Enormity for extenuating the intended Rebellion) that I cannot 
drop a fingle Word in it without maiming a Slander. And I wonder that 
the Ecclefiaftical Order have let this Abufe, upon them, pafs fo long with- 
out a fharp Correction inflicted from fome learned and able Pen of their 
own ; fuch as might have anticipated the weak Endeavours of a Layman. 
But, fince itis fo, they mutt excufe what falls fhort of the Caufe’s Merit, and, 
if they find it needful, fupply the Defect out of the greater Copia of their 
own. The Author would not have the Church of England, in King Charles I\’s 
Reign and now, to be one and the fame; left he fhould, by interefting the 
prefent too much, bring the Correction, I {poke of, over his Ears, There- 
fore he has fplit the former Church of England into two Churches, the Tory 
Church, and the Whig Church of England; hoping his immediate Cotempo- 
raries, of the Clergy, will accept his Kindnefs, fhewed the W’big Church, as 
offered to themfelves. But, as for Tory Church, he is refolved to maul that 
confoundedly. But that he may not mifplace his Thumps, he has been fo 
careful as to make his DiftinGtion of the Clergy, not by Names, but by 
Things, and weighty ones they are; and the Names are to follow, and be 
ftuck on in proper Place, as Painters touch up, to heighten the Scandal. 

XII. One Limb of his Diftinétion is this. The Clergy, who were hearty 
intheir Zeal againft Popery, and were ftedfaft in afferting their legal Rights, 
and Liberties of Church and State, and Perfons of the greateft Sobriety and 
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earning — were unhappily run down for Whigs. Falfe; is a thort, but 
juft, Anfwer to this whole Sentence. For, eet begins with Comparifons, 
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I defy him to fhew that the Clergy, whom he pofts upon the alternate here, 
viz. fuch as were accounted Tories, were eithet lefs learned, lef fober, or 
lefs determined to fuffer all Extremities for their Principles, in Oppofition to 
Popery or other diffenting Rage, than his Whigs. But Comparifons are 
odious, efpecially when not examinable but with naming of Perfons. He 
fhould have done that, who raifed this fcandalous Comparifon ; elfe, he re- 
flects on any one, as Folks may fancy, and fo injures he knows not who. 
But the Sum of the Matter is, in fhort, that the Loyal Clergy of the Church 
of England at that Time, that ftand on the Alternate, are charged with 
Traitorifm of their Principles, Ignorance, and Debauchery. He thus be. 
gins his Charafter of the Whig and Tory Clergy. If this were all to diftin- 
guith the Bad from the Good, I do not fee that Whig and Tory were fo un- 
happy as he fays, 

XIII. Hitherto we are informed of the Charater of the Whig Parfons; The Tories are 
let us fee a little farther— While the other Clergymen, who mutt be the bestow ets 
Tory Parfons, for certain all that were not run down for W’ bigs, that is, the rater with the 
whole Body of the conformable Clergy except the run-down Men; which MarkOsher. 
latter, in my Engli/h, ftands for fuch as were, in thofe Days, accounted Whigs 
in the Senfe of the Diftinétion which then prevailed. And, by the Privi- 
lege of the fame Englifh, I thall rank all the zon run-down Men under To- 
ries, and fo get rid of that thallow Subterfuge of run down, and come to a 
a plain Underftanding of the moral Charaéters here laid down. The Tory 
Clergy then, by Virtue of the foregoing Words, and particularly that of 
Other, ftanding, as I faid, upon the Alternate, were the Reverfe of the fore 
mer, that is languid in Zeal againft Popery, not ftedfaft in afferting the le- 
gal Rights and Liberties of Church and State, and Perfons of the leaft So- 
briety and Learning. In fhort, popifhly affected, Traitors and ignorant 
Sots. If any one can underftand our Author’s Language otherwife, and will 
take Scholars, I will be one. 

XIV. But we may perhaps miftake who thefe extraordinary Men were, hese 
therefore Care is taken to redeem us from that Uncertainty. Heark, They ane 
valued themfelves upon the diftinguifbing Name of Tory. It is well they on the Tory 
had that to value themfelves upon, let them make much of it; it is a thou- ©!"8Y- 
fand Times better, as one would think, to bogtrot in Ireland, than to pirk 
it in Preferment no better drefled. We fee now the diftinguifhing Part is 
proved upon the Tories; for they were proud, it feems, and valued them- 
felves in their own Manufa@ure. The religious, learned, and fober Whigs 
were paffive, like Saints in Partibus Infidelium, and run-down, upon a meer 
Nick-name. Would any one expect in Print, upon tolerable Paper and a 
clear Character, fuch Malice and Knavery as lies here, fcarce fit for Mid- 
night Grubftreet Rags? I grant the Tories did value themfelves upon the 

_ Name, as being reviled in a juft Caufe, and in good Company, who were 
Sfo2 the 
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the Majority of the beft Perfons in the Nation ; and that, at length, brok<~ 
the Adverfaries Hearts. If it be not too bold to compare the Cafe of primi- 
tive Chriftianity, with that of Loyalty at this Time (Humanity was con- 
cerned in both) did not the firft Chriftians glory in the Crofs, which, in an 
heathen Senfe, was ignominious ? So when the Faétion, with all their heated 
Invention, had found a farcafmous Name to fling upon the Loyallifts, Clergy 
and Laity, that of Jory, the fame as favage Brute and Idiot, they valued 
themfelves upon it, not in the Author’s Senfe, as abandoned to all Irreligion, 
Treachery, and Debauchery, but as being abufed for adhering to their Prin- 
ciples, and doing their Duty. I drop the Comparifon, as too nice on this 
Occafion, though the Parallel held good, For this very circumftance, of fo 
many and confiderable Perfons ranking themfelves among the Jories, broke 
the Ege, as they fay, in the Pockets of the Whigs; and foon reduced them 
to the Terms of compounding to be rid of the Diftin@ion: And all for 
Reafons apparent in the Confequence, being manifeftly pointed at and de- 
clined by their Betters. So late found they that, whatever Names are 
invented and applied to Things, the Honour or Difgrace will, at length, 
follow juftly the Merits of the Caufe ; which no fooner appeared barefaced 
in their own Cafe, but then, O, good Mr. Tory, leave your Diftinétions. 
XV. But now, to return to the ftately CharaGter the Author hath beftowed 
upon the Body of the Loyal Clergy, pure, and without the leaft Hint or 
Mixture of Refpect, One might have expected from his Cloth, out of a 
Sort of Humanity, or focial good Will, to have palliated thefe Enormities of 
his Brethren, and not have fuppofed them the Effeéts of depraved Nature, 
but rather Prejudice of Education, or Ignorance ; though not altogether fo 
filly as he fays, that the/e other Clergymen were drawn in to declaim againft 
the Fanatics more than againf? the Papifis. Which goes farther; for, to 
Want of Principles, Learning and Sobriety, here, under this drawn in, is 
added Corruption or Bribery, We may hope better of their Abilities than to 
be wheedled as Children with a Penny in the Forehead: If it was not Folly 
it muft be Knavery; to get into better Preferment, perhaps, though they 
had in their Hands the beft the Nation afforded. But they declaimed (that, 
in a Clergyman, I think, is preached) and what? Againft the Fanatics, 
whereby the People were let into the Secret of their own Good; and Fa- 
natic Illufions and Intoxications expofed, and their ill Effeéts obviated. 
XVI. But now let us be ferious, and confider how the Truth of the 
Cafe was. The Papifts were under Hatches, the Priefts generally fled, 
the People averfe to Popery in the higheft Degree; fo that, at-this Time, 
preaching on that Subje&t was more to gratify the Petulance of the common 
People in their Averfion to Popery, than to do any Good; For arguing 
that Cafe, to them, was but killing a dead Monfe. But then, reflecting that 
all the Enemies of the Government, or, in a Word, Whigs, broadly inft- 
nuated about, and endeavoured to imprefs in the People’s Minds, an illeOpi- 
nion of their Governors; as, that the King, Council, Minifters, and Ma- 
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—~giltrates were Papifts in Mafquerade, and, whatever was pretended, Popery 
was the Bufinefs in Hand; and diverfe of the People, according to the 
Scantling of their Capacities and ill Nature, began to fuck in the Delufion: 
At this Time, and under fuch a Prepoffeffion as this, preaching againft Po- 
pery had the Effe&t of Sedition, and, inftead of being ufeful againit Popery, 
turned upon the Government; of which the People began to be made to 
underftand all the ill Things that were alledged of the Popifh Perfuafion 
and Hierarchy. And this Method was put in Practice, and urged by all 
the Fanatics, in Conventicles and elfewhere, with all poffible Application, 
as the moft hopeful Means to make the People inclinable to Infurrection 
and Rebellion; and were fo foolifh, or rather thought thefe other Clergy fo 
foolith, as not to underftand them, but, after their knavith Pattern, to do 
blindly the very fame Thing. 

XVII. But, to do Right to thefe other Clergymen, it is plain, by the Ser- Reafons for 
mons and Traéts they have left, that, in thofe Days, they hear’d the clatter- Bags Sear 
ing of Weapons in the Belly of this factious Trojan Horfe, that could neigh Time. 
only Popery, Popery; and they would fo little affift the Fanatic Defign, 
by being Trumpeters to Rebellion under the Fanatic Matk, that they tore 
it from the Faces of thofe that woreany, For, with that little Underftand- 
ing they had, they could perceive a Fanatic Storm gathering ; and, on Pre- 
tence of Religion and Reformation, right down Rebellion ready to burft forth 
into AGion. And fuppofing this to be the Cafe, as well may be fuppofed, 
for it is true, what could the Loyal Clergy more properly apply themfelves 
to, than to inftrué the People in the Way of their Duty and Intereft, warn- 
ing them to have a Care of Wolves in Sheep’s Cloathing, and that thefe ex- 
traordinary Pretenders to Sandtity, and popular Haranguers againft the Go- 
vernment, were no better, Thefe other Clergy might be drawn in, by 
holy and powerful Inducements, to thew that the Separation, pretended for 
Confcience, was maintained for Sedition. And, laftly let it be conceived 
that Popery, at that Time, was not in a Condition to profelyte any; but 
Fanaticiim got Ground daily with the loweft of the People. I afk his 
Reverence, the Author, which of thofe two Evils was there Reafon to preach 
or write moftagainft? I have here all along civilly fuppofed what might be 
the Cafe as to this Bufinefs of declaiming; but we are coming to demon- 
ftrate that it was really fo, and in fuller Meafure than I have here expreffed. 

XVII. But now to aggravate the Matter againft thefe other Clergy, and The other 
thew their unmeafurable Fury; they rum down, their Betters, not only for ed great 
Whigs, but — even for Fanatics. Thefe words running down are but loofe. of thei Bet. 
They may be taken in a good Senfe, or in an ill one, It is plain the Au- tes. 
thor means the latter, and would have us underftand of it nothing but 
Noife, fuch as School-boys and Clowns rudely teafe one another with; 
for he gives us no Explanation of his Senfe by the Words, or fays what it 

_ was ythey did. Or they may be taken in a good, grave, and laudable 
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And if thefe Whig Parfons (the Author's Favourites) appeared to conform.— 
with Fanaticiim, and a€ted as Seducers to that Side, rather than Gainers 
over of Fanatics to the Church ; and, in their Behaviour and Converfation, 
encouraged more Diffenfion than Conformity ; it is very poffible that, by 
powerful Reprehentfions and Difcourfes, they might be confounded. And 
this being expofed for worfe than Fanatics, as a treacherous Friend is worle 
than an open Enemy, the Author calls being run down. 
The glorious == XIX, But now (to wave the artful covering the Diffenting Party under 
Benne the Cloak of a few treacherous Church Divines, their F riends) what makes 
Clergy. the Man talk of running down, when, in all the Controverfy with the Secta- 
ries themfelves (with whom the Controverfy directly lay) thefe other Cler- 
gymen managed with all the Tenderncfs and Condefcenfion imaginable, 
and with no lefs Learning than Piety in endeavouring to reclaim them from 
their Errors? Though the Author allows thefe venerable Clergymen but little 
of either; and is manifeftly {pleened at the Force with which they wrote 
and preached in theControverfy. Thefe Things were not done in a Corner: 
Not only Parifhes and Societies, but the whole Nation, by public Print, were 
made Judges of the Reafon and Behaviour here reviled; witnefs the collected 
Tracts ftyled the London ae If thefe other Clergy had carried it rudely, ef- 
frontuouily, or authoritatively only, towardsthe Diffenters, without any Reafons 
alledged, or pious Invitations, had not all the Kingdom rang of the Matter? 
And had not the Author's learned, zealous Clergy Abilities to have difputed 
in Print againft fuch weak Arguments and indecent Carriage ufed towards 
them? But it was plain they never durft attempt to enter the Lifts, and 
were not fo much run down, as fuffered themfelves to be fo, even into utter 
Silence, for Want of Reafon and Arguments, on their Side, capable of fuch 
Controverfy: And of all this fat Libri Fudices. But now, for a Touch 
of Malice on this Occafion, obferve the Author publithed his Book after 
King Yames left England, and King William was poflefled of the Throne; 
when he could not but know how thefe other, that is the Tory, Clergy (in 
the former Reign) after Popery came forward in Earneft, left the Caufe of 
Fanaticifm, and moft efficacioufly declaimed and wrote againft Popery, 
which then was become the dangerous Cafe. What Reafon therefore has 
the Author to revile them for doing the like againft Non-Conformity, at 
a Time when there was moft Need? Or where has he done them Right for 
the great Good they did, and the Evils the beft preferred of them fuffered, 
in that Time, withan uncommon Zeal, public Spirit, and Conftancy? While 
the Fanatics, and their conforming Friends, preached and addreffed at ano- 
ther Rate. But, to fay Truth, there was no Time when they let drop wholly 
the Caufe of Popery; but they ever kept the People under a Guard, and 
awake, as far as was reafonable, with Refpeét to the Popith Adverfaries, 
whenever Occaficn was given. Ay, fays the Author (in Effect) but then 
they fhould bave let Fanatics and rebellious Diffenters alone. To aa 
the efore 
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therefore with a clear Explication of running down, an ambigue Term of 

“She Author’s, it is to be noted, in fhort, that, after the Diffolution of the 
Oxford and Weftminfter Parliaments, the whole Nation came into the Inte- 
refts of the Crown, and fignified as much by almoft univerfal Acclamations 
and Addreffes; all expreffing utmoft Deteftation and Abhorrence of the Whig 
Principles: Which made the whole Party fhoot the Pit and retire, as not 
caring to be pointed at with ill-favoured RefleCtions, And this is the run- 
ning down the Author charges upon the other, or loyal conformable Clergy, 
as moving only from their Petulance. So kind is he to them, whofe Beha- 
viour and Conduct had been applauded, and their Perfons revered by the 
whole Nation. 

XX. But he fays farther that, thefe other Divines pretended to be more The other 
afraid of a Republic than of a Popifh Succefor. We are among the Inde- id idvaem 
finites ftill. By thefe other 1 hope he doth not mean the good Archbithop Pallets ead 
of Canterbury, and thofe other Bithops, who were Confeffors and went to Hypocrify. 
to the Tower, and Trial, at the Peril of all the Good they could in all 
their Lives expect or enjoy, in the Reign of King James II ; but he is un- 
determined, and brings all into the Scrape together. He continues his good 
Character of thefe others, and makes them arrant Hypocrites and Knaves 
that pretended, &e. which I underftand to mean counterfeited, and, know- 
ing better, acted againft their Confciences, It had been more civil to have 
given them wp, as at firft, for a Parcel of irreclaimable Wretches, Blockheads, 
and Sots that knew no better. But let us fee now what the Cafe might 
have been if thefe others had wanted, as the Author has declared, common 
Senfe. Then it is poffible they might think Rebellion, and, what it drives 
at, Change of Government, to be a Pandora’s Box, fraught with all Sorts 
of Evils to a Nation, worfe than Plague, Peftilence, or Famine. And, 
perhaps their fmall Skill in Hiftory, might lead them into fuch a Way of 
Thinking. 

XXT. But, paffing by this politic Gear, the Author may put the Matter upon a The Juftice 
wrong Point, and that is Fear; as fuppofing they took Meafures, like himfelf, apne’ 
from temporal Good and Evil, and weighed only that which was like to do thefe other 
them moft Good or Hurt. He may think them interefted but miftaken! while Divines. 
perhaps, thefe filly other Divines, in Truth, might have {queamifh Con- 
{ciences, and forWant of the Author’s better Learning and Inftruétion, have No- 
tions of divine Right, that is of Things which no human Power ought to 
deprive or alter, as the Doétrines of the Gofpel, whereof they might fay 
non Refiftance is one. And it feems, by their Doétrines and Behaviour, that 
they did not (as the Author flurs it) pretend, but were really of Opinion, that 
Duty and Allegiance to Governors did not depend on any Religion, Chriftian 
or Heathen, and that they ought to obey idolatrous, or heathen Princes in 
all lawful Commands; and, if, for Confcience, they could not obey, they 
chofq rather to fuffer than, with Force, and Arms,sto refift. And this, with 

* fuch Skill as they had (if the Author will be pleafed) they pretended to 
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prove: And really, if one may guefs by their Sermons and Difcourfes in _ 
Print, which the Author, or any of bis Clergy, have not as yet confutec ; 
they have, as it were, done it, And, as they pretend, not only by facred 
Authority, and the Examples of the beft Chriftians, but by their own alfo, 
thewing their Faith by their Works, direétly contrary to the Author’s Libel, 
that fets them forth for Pretenders only. And, for all the Matters here touched, 
whoever will be better informed, may confult the many learned Books 
wrote and publifhed on thefe Subjects, But thus much I thought fit to 
reprefent in Oppofition to the defamatory Spirit of this foul Writer, that 
hath had Face enough to charge Hypocrify upon fuch an incomparable 
College of Divines, as then had Stations of Authority in the Church, at 
whom he fpits, in the moft injurious Manner, through that comprchenfive 
Account of, his other Clergymen. 

XXII. But he will come clofer yet; he opens his Budget by Degrees, 
He fays that thefe other Clergy run into fuch high Notions of paffive Obe- 
dience and unbounded Prerogative.— Who can guefs the Senfe of this Rabble 
Expreflion, High Notions? Why could not he fay what Notions? Words, 
that fignify Nothing, by Dint of corrupt Prejudice in Men’s Minds, are 
made to fignify any Thing, and they thall not feel themfelves, though, in 
that Manner, they are drawn in to credit Contraries: And that is the Drift 
of this No-Senfe, or rather Nonfenfe, But obferve the ferpentine Sub- 
tilty of this Sentence. He plants his pafive Obedience and unbounded Pre- 
rogative clofe together, as meaning the fame Thing, and both relating to 
arbitrary Power ; fo that whoever takes the one has the other of Courfe: But 
for to fay any of them was for paffive Obedience and again{t unbounded Pre- 
rogative, or who run not into the fetting it up, will be reckoned, accord- 
ing to this Text, arrant Nonfenfe. Sothe Author affirms thefe other Clergy 
were a Pack of Traitors of the Law and the Rights of the People, and 
Setters up of unbounded Prerogative. If the Words can bear a lower Senfe, 
I knock under’; but, as they ftand and are obvioufly to be underftood, we 
have expofed before us a moft egregious Falfary. It being notorious that 
no Perfons lefs yielded to undue Prerogatives than the Men of pajffve 
Obedience did; and the very Terms, as well as the Intention, of that Doc- 
trine, carry it fo: For complying, is fetting up of Prerogative, and fuf- 
fering, is denying of it; and more effectual than rifing up in Arms to refift 
it. Now take the whole Charaéter of this venerable Body of the Clergy of 
England in general, defcribed in his other Clergy. They had no Concern 
againft Popery, were loofe in their Principles touching the Rights of the 
Church and State: Perfons debauched and illiterate; valued themfelves on a 
factious Diftin@tion ; were drawn into any Thing; run down their Betters 
with Noife; pretended one Thing and thought another ; and, finally, by 
certain Tricks, called high Notions, fet up unbounded Prerogative, that is 
arbitrary Power, in the Nation. If this be not a fufficient Eulogy, let the 
Author think again, and mend it if he can. 7 
XXIV. Hiavine 
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XXIiL Having how brought out ober Clergy to the Bar for Pafive- the Author's 
“Wedience and Non-Refiftance, which are Principles that allow no Sort of Re- ne 
bellion or Refiftance of Government, with Force, to be lawful. Thefe seein” 

{curvy Tenents muft be battered to Pieces; elfe, what will become of us ance. 
about the Rye Bufinefs? ‘Towards the Beginning of this Reign the Author Page 259. 
is guilty of a pleafant Nicety. He quarrels with the Non-Refiftance Tet * 
called the Corporation Act, which fome, as he fays, took witha Diftin@ion ; 
and, if we believe his Margin, it was a very odd one, viz. to the Word 
Endeavour mentally to add /awful, which, as they underftood, referred to 
Parliamentary A€&ts, whereby the Government might be lawfully changed, 
and fo falved their Oath. But this Author would mend their Referve ; for, 
to the Words taking Arms againft the King or Perfous (legally, adds he) 
commiffioned. And again, In (legal, fays he) Purfuance of fuch Commiffion, 
The Impertinence of all this fhews the Author’s Penchant towards Dif. 
guifes, and mafquerading feditious Pra¢tices that tend to open Rebellion, 
For every Commiffion is, eo Nomine, legal; elfe, it is Nullity: fo for 
the Authority, it juftifies no Aéts not legal. But he would be underftood 
thus ; being /ega/, may not be refifted, ergo, illegal may: Which is falfe Lo- 
gic; but, fo long as he puts it in the Mouths of a Rabble to fay legal or 
illegal, either is at Hand to ferve the Turn; true or falfe, it is enough to 
fay it. But he might have {pared his Remark, for that A@ of Parliament 
made no new Law, but declared the old, requiring only a Recognition of 
the Law, as it then ftood. And the Author may wonder when I tell him, 
that taking up Arms upon any Account whatever, with or without his odd 
DiftinGtion, is utterly againft Law; and (excepting only the Cafes of In- 
vafions, or great Depredations, when every private Man is a Conftable for 
repelling fuch Enenzies, and a@s by a prefumed Authority of the Govern- 
ment) the Rule before laid down, was, in all that Reign, deemed to be 
univerfally the Law of England. But becaufe the Author builds fo much 
of his rebellious Apologetics upon the contrary Tenents, that Force, even 
againft the Government or any Part of it, may be lawful, and the fabject 
Matter hath entertained the moft able and’ learned Pens of this latter Age, 
and not at all upon the fame Topics of Reafoning; I think it will be 
a Juftice to the Controverfy, to thew the Sum of what thofe Perfons al- 
ledge for Nen-Refifance, that argue properly upon the moft fuitable Heads; 
which feem to be thofe of the People’s Allegiance, purfuant to the pofitive 
Law of the Land, and the Rights of the Monarchy of England, as they 
are by Law exprefly, and indubitably eftablithed. 

XXIV. If it be a Truth that Laws (however originated) bind a People, ‘That Now-Re 
then the People of England are bound not to refift (with Force) the King, anaes eke 
‘or thofe commiffioned by him, in.any Cafe, or upon any Pretence whatfo- taw. 
ever. ‘This is what they alledge, by Way of Thema, that argue from po- 
fitive Law; and thence, (fay they) it flows, and isa known Maxim of the 
“Englify Law, that the Perfon of the Sovereign is difpunifhable and incoer- 
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cible by Force; afd, “in the practicable Forms of Proceeding, Tranfsre 
fions againft this Law are judged upon Accufations after the Form of Higa 
Treafon. ‘This Confequence of Law, the Maintainers of Refiftance {carce 
deny; for they feem to go off from, and furmount pofitive Law, fuppo- 
fing a Power, they call the People, fuperior to all Law, having it in their 
Hands to reduce Laws and Law-makers all together; and fo they think 
they argue upon fure Grounds. But, fay the others, this eludes the Hypo- 
thefis, which is that the People are fubject, and bound by the Laws: For 
it is the fame as to fay there is no Law but in active Force, which Force 
js not conftant; for fometimes one, and then another Divifion or Faétion 
of the People proves to be ftrongeft, And then the Laws, if fuch may 
be, are ambulatory, and that, which Men call Right and Wrong, is con- 
tingent, as a Weather-cock that varies with the Air: All which is ridicu- 
lous to affirm in Difcourfe, But, in a Nation that hath eftablifhed Laws, 
all Queftions of Right and Wrong are delated to executive Power, in fuch 
Methods of Determination as the Laws have prefcribed ; that is by regu- 
lar Procefs before competent Judges, againft whom there is no juft Ex- 
ception. 

XXV. Then, fay they, nothing can juftify Refiftance, but what will 
amount to a juft and legal Defence upon an Indictment of High Treafon, 
If fo, examine all the ordinary Pretenfions for Refiftance, as firft, the 
Abufe of Royal Power. That will not do, for it isa Rule of Law that 
the King can’ do no Wrong, becaufe all Aéts of the Government, againft 
Law, are Nullities ; and fuch have no legal Effect, and juftify no Com- 
miffioner or Agent whatfoever. Then, next, immediate Violence from 
the Perfon of the King upon a Subject, will alfo fail; for fe defendendo 
is no legal Plea in Cafe of an inferior Officer, much lefs in Treafon ; for 
the Law, againft compaffing the Death of the King, hath no Exception, 
Then, as to perfonal Defects or Incapacities, be it in the higheft Degree, 
as Madnefs, Lunacy, Infancy, or Negligence, they afford no Matter of 
Defence in Treafon ; for, whatever the Refifters fay, the Law fays there 
can be no fuch Thing: For, if human Infirmity may in fuch Cafes be al- 
ledged, ill People will ever pretend it, to ferve the Turn of their Ambi- 
tion. In a Word, the Law owns no Mifchief to a People in general, 
or particular, fo confiderable as to be put into the Scales againit High 
Treafon. Littleton’s Rule, better a Mifchief than an Inconventence, founds 
oddly, but hath this very Meaning, and is very good Law; and the Rea- 
fon is, there can be no Law but contingent Mifchiefs to Particulars may, 
and often do, happen; but the Confideration of them doth not difable a 
Law that hath a general View: And whoever argues againft a Law, from 
a Suppofition of fuch Mifchiefs poflible, argues againft all Law, and for 
Anarchy and Confufion, And the Law hath another Rule, which refpects 
the fame Cafe; which is de minimis non curat Lex: And no contjngent 
Mifchiefs, to particular Perfons, are regarded againft the general Conve eee 
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“af a Law, efpecially when Government, common Peace, and Protection 
depends upon it. ; 

XXVI. Thefe Maxims of Law, fay thefe Non-Refifters, are fufficient The whole 
to anfwer all the popular Reafonings of the Men of former and latter ec aly 
Times, built upon the Poffibility of particular Mifchiefs. But they {ay is refolved 
farther, all Reafoning is ont of Doors, where there is pofitive Law. Them- ge, Bens 
felves will not deny the Statute of Treafons to be Law; and in full Force. *” 
And then there is a new Foot, upon which the Cafe ftands; fo that if 
there were ever any former Maxims, Modifications, Pratices, or Settle- 
ments of Power contrary to that, call them Covenants, Contraéts, funda- 
mental Principles, or whatever you pleafe, they all fink into and are 
drowned in that, as latter Laws (inconfiftent) always repeal former, And 
it is well it is fo; for there are Evidences in Hiftory that, before the 
making of that Law, which the Lawyers fay is but declaratory of what 
the Law was in Truth before, there were great Stretches, and even /e/a 
Majeflas was conftrued Treafon: But they make farther Ufe of this Sta- 
tute, which was a vaft Eafe and Safety to the People, by fome farther Re- 
flections afterwards, In the mean Time, they fay their Adverfaries may 
not fairly alledge, for Anfwer, That it is not ingenuous to refer to adtual 
Procefs, or Courfe of Law, and the Confequences of that, becaufe all Go- 
vernments will take Care of themfelves, and that the Laws ‘hall be de- 
clared entirely on their Side; as if this Infifting on pofitive Law, werea 
Subterfuge, rather than an Argument. But thofe Gentlemen do not allow 
fuch Anfwer to be juft, or any Colour; for will not all irregular Perfons, 
as well as Traitors, viz. Felons, and other Wrong-Doers, if they may come 
off fo, or if they are too ftrong for the Judge, anfwer the fame Thing? 

Why the one more than the other? To object Power, againft the Force of 
pofitive Law, is ridiculous ; for, without a Title to abfolute Power, there can 
be no Law at all. For Temper therefore, in England, it is provided by 
Law, that there be proper Judges, competent to decide all Queftions of 
Right and Wrong, whether it concerns Powers or Interefts, and fuch as 
are put under all Obligations of Duty and Oaths to do Right according 
to Law, But yet, fay thefe Non-Refifters, to enforce their Reafoning 
and bring it to the Height of Demonftration on their Side, they will fut. 
‘pend the Judges immediate Authority, though that be decifive, and ftate 
the Cafe upon univerfal Principles, and Reafons at large; and then 


XXVI. They take Notice of fome Terms commonly ufed in this Dif. 


pute; and firft, that Non-Refiftance and Paffive-Obedience are fynonimous, and Pafrve 
and mean one and the fame Thing, that is, a Negation of all aétive Force, apenas 
whatever the Confequence is, Obedience, in common A 


} Acceptation of the for excluding 
Word, founds attive, and therefore doth not well bear fuch an AdjeCtive Coe of 
ar. 


as paffive; Non-Refiftance is properly pafive: But common Ute hath con- 
- foured the Language, and diverfe Words or Phrafes brought to fignify 
one #nd' the fame Thing; which is only a choofing to fuffer rather than 
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obey unlawful Commands. And it is very injurious to infer from fuch +7 
Behaviour, that any Power or Prerogative, more than is lawful, is thereby 
recognifed ; but it is one Way, and an effectual one, of flying in the Face, 
as they fay, of an exorbitant Power, and a flat Contradidtion to it. Thence 
it is inferred that, in all civil Concerns, the Law is the Rule of Obe- 
dience, whether aéfive or (as it is termed) pafive ; only the former belongs 
to lawful, and the latter to unlawful Commands, And there can be no 
better Means of afferting the Rights of the People by Law, than the Dif 
owning unlawful Commands by patient Suffering, For which Reafon the 
Paffive-Obedience Men are the moft exprefs Defenders of the Laws againft 
unbounded Prerogative ; as was demonftrated by the heroic Carriage, to- 
wards the Government, of fome of the enthronifed Clergy (otbers as they 
were) in a former Reign. 

XXVIII. Then they obferve, that, inftead of the old Way of Expreflion, 
the Laws of this Kingdom or Nation, his Majefty’s Laws, the Laws of 
the Land, or the Common Law, fome affect to ufe the Word Conftitution ; 
which, in itfelf, is no ill Word, and means no other than as before. But 
it is commonly brought forward with a Republican Face, as if it meant 
fomewhat excluding, or oppofite to the Monarchy, and carried am Infi- 
nuation as of a Co-ordination, or Coercion, of the Monarchy: Which latter 
Term, viz. the Monarchy of Exgland, as of old, fo ftill, implies the whole 
Law; as the Crown, in all the authentic Books, is maintained to be Fons 
Suftitie: And it is no where to be found that the Crown was one Thing, 
and the Conttitution another; but the true Conftitution of England, is 
the Monarchy as eftablifhed by Law, And fo Ads of Parliament always 
refer (and anciently more exprefs than now) to the Grant and Ordination 
of the Crown, with the ufual Additions refpe@ing the two Houfes. It is 
dangerous to vary the Language of the Law; becaufe thofe, who do not 
well diftinguifh, are carried into miftaken Notions of the Public thereby. 

XXIX. Then they fay, as to Precedents, that they are not to be received 
as a Rule of legal Authority, but when done in quiet and regular Times, 
approved and allowed by a conftant Ufage in fucceeding Times: For 
Efcapes are no Precedents. There have been fome of this Sort, as the late 
Parricide of King Charles 1, by Cromwell, who (to go no higher) died in 
his Bed. Which Action, fince the happy Reftauration, hath not been al- 
lowed a warrantable Precedent; but yet wicked Men, if permitted to 
have Power, would alledge and ufe it as fuch, Undue Precedents are very 
dangerous to Liberty; for there are more and ftronger Inftances of exor- 
bitant Prerogatives, than of Republican Encroachments ; and the Argu- 
ment is as good for the one as the other. Therefore Ations, out of Courfe, 
Irregular, and Time-ferving, fhould not be received, as Precedents decifive, 
in Juftification of Powers. Thefe Prejudices removed, they State the Cafe 
of Obedience upon the true Frame and Occonomy of Right in the Véorld, 


and particularly upon the General or Common Law of England, _ « 
XXX. ‘They 
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™, XXX. They feem not to difpute, as fome Self-Contradi@ors have done, 
but take for granted that, in all Governments that ‘ever were or can be, 
the fupreme Power, wherever it is lodged, is and mutt be uncontroulable 
and irrefiftable : That being a Truth included in the Notion of Authority 
or Power, fo as, the one granted, the other follows; as two and two are 
equal with four, becaufe, in the Idea, they are one and the fame. Govern- 
ment refiftable is no Government ; and thofe, who fay the contrary, are to 
be talked with no more than Sceptics in Philofophy, who pretend to doubt 
every Thing, even of their own Effence, which that very Doubting de- 
monttrates. So they take it as determined, viz. that, in any fettled State, 
the fupreme Power, whether it refides in one, a few, or many, may not 
be lawfully refifted, in any Cafe whatfoever, by any coercive Force. 

XXXI_ In the next Place, they fay that, in England, the fupreme Au- 
thority is by Law lodged in the Crown, together with the two Houfes of 
Parliament, when duly affembled, It is not at all material whether, or 
how, it might have been otherwife placed ; though it is naturally impoffi- 
ble that, in England, it can refide in all the People (as hath been vainly 
pretended to by fome Democratic Cities of old) the People of England 
being feparated too far afunder, ever to be immediately joined in one Ac- 
tion, It is enough here that, by indubitable Law and Right, the Crown, 
with the States of Parliament, are to all Intents the fupreme Authority, 
being what is termed the Legiflative Power, which no Subje&t ought to 
gainfay or refift. This they think will be granted ; for whoever pretended 
to gainfay or refift an A@ of Parliament, although, by natural Poffibility, 
it may be as iniquitable as any Action of a fingle Perfon can be? My Lord 
Cook will have it that A@s of Parliament, againft common Juftice, are 
void; as if one were paft for erecting a Judicature to determine Parte in. 
auditd alterd. But this muft be underftood in Confcience and natural 
Reafon only, and not by the Sentence of the Courts of Law 3 elfe, the Adts 
to veft and deveft private Eftates, and Attainders of Abfentees, and diverfe 
others would run a fhrewd Rifk in Weftminfter-Hall, 

XXXII. It falls out, in the a€tual Adminiftration of Government, that, 
by Reafon the Perfons, invefted with Power, cannot a& all T. hings di- 
rectly, the Bufinefs is diftributed in diverfe Manners, according to the Po- 
licy of feveral States, to anfwer the. Ends of Government, As for the 
making, judging, and executing Laws for punifhing, defending, compel- 
ling, refifting, and the like. And thefe fubdivided Offices, or Branches of 
Power, may be committed to fingle Perfons or Junétos, as Laws have pro- 
vided ; and then all thofe Perfons or Authorities become Parts of the fu- 
preme Power in their refpe@tive Provinces. And (without Regard to 
Wrong orRight) as the whole fupreme Power is, fo are they, in their proper 
JurifdiGtions, irrefiftable by Law upon any Pretence whatfoever ; not al- 

leWing any Man even Liberty of Self-Prefervation. For whoever thought 
it laveful for one accufed, or condemned capitally, knowing himfelf to be 
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innocent, and grofly abufed in the Judgment, to kill the Judge or Juryy~ 
or hang up the Hangman to fave his own Neck? A Man kills the Bailiff 
that attacks him with Force to take him; it is an Offence capital, and he 
cannot plead /e defendendo; and the Law requires no Proof of Malice. 
Thefe Confiderations reflect violently upwards, upon the fupreme Power 
itfelf ; for if the Derivatives, in their Offices, may not be refifted on any 
Pretence, how comes the Principal, or Supreme in the Execution of the 
whole Power, to be refiftable by Force ? 

XXXIII. But fay thefe Gentlemen farther, that, in England (whatever 
may be elfewhere) the grand Diftingtion of the fupreme Power is into the 
Legiflative and the Executive ; which latter comprifeth all actual Coer- 
cion and Force entirely in itfelf. As to the former, as the Law now ftands, 
(for the Opinions and Modes of Speaking, which took Place in ancient 
Times, are dropt) it is moft certain that, in real Effe@, the two Houfes of 
Parliament have a Co-Authority with the Crown in making Laws ; or it 
may be more agreeable, in other Words, to fay a negative Voice upon all 
Legiflative Acts ; or a little more, that is a Sort of Rogation, or Power to 
move for, and give a Spring to, new Laws, by Petition, or otherwife, as 
the Pra@tice is. So as, in the Main, no new Law, of any Sort, can be 
made or difcharged for taxing, or otherwife, without the formal and ac- 
tual Concurrence of both Houfes of Parliament ; and either diffenting or 
non-confenting, no new Law is or can be made. And this Union of 
Powers, in the making of Laws, is that which, in England, is properly 
the fapreme Power abfolutely and to all Intents. The next Thing is to 
confider how it is diftributed, that is, between the Crown and the.two 
Houfes ; for there is no Power or Authority which is not derived from, or 
under, them or one of them, i 

XXXIV. And firft, fay they, it is not found that the two Houfes, be- 
yond this concurrent Power in Legiflature, claim any proper Agency in the 
Government, whatfoever. As for Judicature in the Lords Houfe, it de- 

ends on the executive Power of the Crown, as other Courts of fuftice 
do. Even private Perfons have often the like Propriety in Jurifdiction ; 
and it is the King’s Juftice, though adminiftered by the Lords: For the 
Writs of Error, that are the Foundation of the legal Jurifdiction, are re- 
turnable coram Rege in Parliamento. And, as to them and the Commons, 
the Office of counfelling, petitioning, reprefenting, €&c. in Virtue of the 
very Words, excludes acting: And it is what every private Perfon may, 
and ofteh hath a Right todo. But the Houfes, either feverally or jointly, 
have this Capacity in the higheft Degree, being the greateft Council and 
moft univerfal Reprefentative that can be called or affembled, legally, in 
England. But yet, faving the Share in the Legiflative and Judicature, no 
A& of the Houles, or of either of them, are coercive, or will impeach any 
Man at Common Law for Difobedience; and as for Matters of Privitge,— 
grown into Courle, the Coercion is ftill (formally) granted by the Coens 

an 
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and an Officer of the Crown, the Serjeant of the Mace, affigned to execute. 

“the Houfe’s Orders in Matters of Privilege. Elfe, the Commons claim no 
Judicature, nor fo much as Power to adminifter an Oath; and, in Matters 
of Accufation, are Petitioners to inform, as the Senfe of the Word impetitio 
is, not unlike a grand Inqueft of the whole Nation, All which Matters 
are touched, left any of thefe Particulars, omitted, might be miftaken for 
an authoritative Share in the executive Government of England, 

XXXV. Then farther, fay they, it appears that all the fupreme Power The whole a. 
of the Government of England, faving only that which is lodged in the two eagles 
Houfes of Parliament, is to be found in the Crown. The general Infe- the wo ” 
rence from thence is grofs and obvious, but they purfue it by Steps. They ee 
fay there are two Conditions of the Englifo Government, the one fitting, Crown, 
and the other in Vacancy of Parliament. ‘The fitting, as to Time, Place, 
and Continuance (faving the Effet of the triennial A&) is known to be in 
the pure Direction of the Crown; yet, confidering that, out of Parliament, 
there may want Means to petition or advife, de arduis Regni, it is an AG of 
confcientious Truft and Juftice in the Crown to the People in general (the 
faid Law apart) to hold frequent Parliaments, and much more fo accord- 
ing to that Law, which turns it to a fpecific Right, that the Intent of it 
fhould be purfued, But, in all Points whatfoever, faving what has been 
alledged,: the Government of England, in and out of Parliament, is exactly 
the fame; and none can fay that, Sitting the Parliament, the Crown hath 
lefs Power of Government than in Vacation, nor, in the latter, more than 
when fitting, 

XXXVI. To obviate an Objection, that, in Vacancy of Parliaments, there Legif_lature 
is no fupreme Power in Efe, becaufe no new Laws can be made, without ot incidentto 
which Capacity, the fupreme Power is imperfe&t, and, in the Fullnefs of Power 
that Authority, ceafeth; they fay that a Power of pofitive Legiflature is not 
incident to a fupreme Power, but it is often perfect without any legiflative 
Power atall. Asin Turkey, according to the Maxims of Policy there, no 
Power upon Earth can alter their Laws 3 for they (the Laws) refult from 
the Religion of the Country; as here no Power can alter the Doétrines of 
the Gofpel. And, with them, the Queftion is never what thould be, 
but what is the Law; and yet there is a fupreme Power in the Per- 
fon of the Emperor, as muft be confefled. And the Strains and Abufes 
of Minifters there to ferve the Turns of Power, and the Pleafure of great 
Men, againft Juftice and their Laws, is no Anfwer to the Conftitu- 
tion which, ia Thef, is unalterable; and yet there is a fupreme Power. But 
to be more plain. If there were no Laws at all in a Country, but the Will 
and Pleafure of a Potentate, or fome Junéto, were really and truly the Law; 
that binds every Subjeét in Confcience to Obedience. Yet even that fupreme 
Power is fubject to Rules, or Law; for there is not, nor can there be, any 

Jpwer upon the Face of the Earth, above, or without Law. For where 
‘none, are declared, and there is no Superior to exadt Accounts, yet the Law 
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of natural Juftice and Equity prevail, And fo a defpotic Ruler is tied up as 
much to the Law, in Duty and Confcience, as any Sub-Governor is, who,” 
by his Commiftion, is reftri€ted to Rules, But this Duty of all Governments 
doth not impeach the Notion of fupreme, whether it be declared, or refts 
in the Mind by Nature. Either is without Coercion, and equally obli- 
gatory. If Coercion be fuppofed, then the Power, that coerceth, takes the 
Place of fupreme: And it is a Pelion upon Offa to fet Power over Power ; 
for that, which hath the Coercion of others, muft be incoercible itfelf, 
And that fappofed, and no Obligation, but Confcience and Duty in the fu- 
preme Power, where is the Difference, whether it be guided by pofitive and. 
declared Law, or by natural Juftice? All that can be faid, is that Laws affift 
the weak Capacities of fome Men in Power, by telling them what ought 
and what ought not to be done, which their own natural Skill might not 
perhaps have found out. Though I may fay there is {carce a fincere Per- 
fon in the World, whom the golden Rule, Do as you would be done by, 
will not direét: So it is corrupt Will, and not Want of Underftanding, 
that often mifleads Men; and that takes Place againft pofitive Law as well 
as againft natural Juftice, So it returns every Way upon the Confcience of 
Powers; for if we admit a fuperior Coercion, or, in the commoner Phrafe, 
a Liberty (with Power) to ref, even that may be exercifed with as bad 
a Confcience as the other; and then what is got by the Bargain ? 
XXXVI. But they fay alfo that it is a moft pernicious Error to dif- 
charge the fupreme Power of the Obligation to Juftice for Confcience Sake, 
as they do who fay Aéts of the fupreme Power, or (in the forinfecal Style) 
legiflative Aéts, or Aéts of Parliament, are always juft, and, though made 
in partial Cafes, are not injurious becaufe abfolute: For a legiflative or fu- 
preme Power, wherever it refides, is as much bound to common Juftice 
and Equity, in every public Act, asa private Man is obliged to common 
Truft and Honefty. And he that fays fuch Powers do no Injury, though 
their A@ is (as in Poffibility may be) moft unjuft and facinorous, becaufe 
they cannot be contradi@ted, muft, at the fame Time, allow that a private 
Man, that breaks a fecret Truft, or kills his Father, there being no Evidence 
to check or convict him, is a very honeft Man and hath done no Wrong. 
Wherefore, if the Confciences of Men were not fome Security, in the gene- 
ral, among promifcuous Societies, and in the ordinary Dealings of theWorld; 
the Cafes of innocent Men, that are moft apt to rely on it, were very hard, 
But I dare fay that, however open Differences make a Noife, there is in 
the World, as bad as it is, more Juftice among Men, upon Account of the 
common Obligation of Equity and Confcience, than from all the Procefs 
of Law and the Coercion of the Magiftrate all the World over. And 
thefe Men, who argue fo ftrongly againft all Truft, efpecially that lodged in 
Governors, which is and will be a pure Truft as long as the World ftands, 
do but thew how little of that Principle is to be found in themfelyss._ 
which they think wholly wanting in others, It is moft certain that Num- 
Aberg 
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bers of Men, whenever a public Traft is repofed in them, may (I with I 
could not as truly fay fometimes do) break all the Commandments of God, 


as well of the firft as fecond Table, as any private Perfons they are chofe: 


1 to.be a Guard againft. And to conclude: The having Power is fo far from 
an Excufe for doing ill Things, that it aggravates them ; as when Dogs, 
that are to keep, worry the Sheep. A common Thief has more to fay for 
himéelf, than an Oppreffor or Murderer, by Power, who cannot be coerced, 
All thefe Matters laid together, make it plain that, whether there be a le- 
gillative Power iz effe or not, there is always a fupreme Power which 
commands all the Forces of the State, and is by Law, as well in the Ab- 
fence as in the Prefence of the legiflative, irrefiftible with Force, and that 
will fall out to be the Cafe of the Crown of England, 

XXXVIII. They farther alledge, that the Premiffes will moft clearly ap- 
pear, if we confider that the Legiflature, whereof the two Houfes partake, is 
of fuch a Nature that Refiftance, with Force, doth not take Place againit it. 
For Laws themfelves are but the Voice or Words of Power, and have Au- 
thority to create a Duty, but no aétive Force to compel Obedience, or to 
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which Refiftance can be applied ; for who can offer to refift a meer Sound? - 


When the executive Power comes forward with a ftrong Hand, then there 
is fomewhat to refift, but not elfe, Therefore Refiftance or Obedience, 
ative or paffive, relate wholly to the executive Power, without which 
the legiflative is enervous and ineffetual. Now all the reft of the fupreme 


refiftible Part, wherein only the two Houfes are Sharers) being owned to 
refide in the Crown, it follows that the fame Neceffity, as makes an 
Power irrefiftible, makes the Crown of England irrefiftible, with Force, 
upon any Pretence whatfoever ; which Confequence is fo plain as need not 
be enforced with varying the Expreffions or Repetitions. “And then, upon 
the fame Account, it follows that, as concerning the Pafive-Obedience or 
Non-Refifiance, of the Subject, with aétive Force (Legiflature always ex- 
cepted, as not concerned in the Queftion) the Monarchy of England is the 
fupreme Power, and ought not to be oppofed with Force againft its Force 
in any Cafe, nor upon any Pretence; fuch Oppofition being a Crime the 
Laws ftyle Treafon or Rebellion, for which the fame Laws allow no Man- 
ner of Jutftification, 

XXXIX. And thefe Gentlemen Pretend to anfwer thofe nice Arguers for 
Refiftance, that perpetually harp upon the Abufe of Power and the fad 
Effects of it, which they would prevent or cure by Refiftance. They 
fay that the Matter of Right and Wrong is indeed founded in Nature, and, 
in that Quality, a Law itfelf, however regularly enacted, may be (as I 
hinted before) abominable and wicked: That is, the very legiflative Power, 
were it (as it is not poffible) the Majority of the People, but, as ordinarily 
it jomin felect Hands, may tyrannife, and offend againft all the Rules of na- 

Eral Taltice, common Senfe and Equity ; for which that Power is to an- 
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fwer, as having tranfgrefled and broke their Truft, but to God only; elfe 
the Correétors of them become at that Inftant the legiflative Power; and 
then. we are where we were before. Now there falls out a Diftinction here, 
which is between Misfortune and Injury, For if a Subject is a Sufferer 
under a general, however wicked, Law, he is unfortunate, but not injured; 
becaufe he can claim no more than the common Benefit of the Laws of his 
Country. And having, in due Form, ftood the Judgment of the Law, he 
can afk no more; his Appeal muft be above; there is no Power on Earth 
to relieve him. ‘This was the Cafe of Socrates, and we have his Example, 
as well as Reafonings, in the Report of his Cafe, to confirm what is here 
maintained. In fhort, it is abfolutely impoffible to order Affairs fo, but who- 
ever has Power to do Right, hath, of Confequence, Power to do Wrong: 
And if Refiftance be introduced upon a Suppofal (which may be made no 
Jefe arbitrarily and infincerely than any Aét of Power can be, and com- 
monly is fo) of the undue and infincere Ufe of regular Powers, they <de- 
clare plainly that there can be no Government nor diftributive Juftice at alk 
in the World. ‘: 

XL. And thefe Gentlemen, to fulfil their Argument, bring forward 
the pofitive Law, or Statute (which was touched before, ‘but it was not, as to 
one Article, fpecified) which is abfolutely decifive of the Queftion, in the 
very Terms: And now that comes forward, which is the Article in the Sta- 
tute of 25 Edward III that makes it High Treafon to levy War. This 
is an Expreffion, fo general, as forbids Refiftance upon any Pretence; for 
the Government is armed and, if at all, muft be oppofed by Arms, that is, 
in Array of War, or (as they fay) More guerrino. And that whatever the 
Caufe is, not directed, perhaps, againft the King, but to pull down bad 
Houfes, deftroy Engine Looms, and the like popular and (as they think) me- 
ritorious Purpofes, is folemnly adjudged to be Treafon, as levying War 
within this Article. So, fay they, Refiftance with Force, which muft be 
by levying War, is prohibited on Pain of Death bya pofitive Law; which 
puts the Matter paft all Argumentation. 

XLI. The fame Gentlemen defire to be underftood as to one Odtjection, 
which is that this Paffue-Obedience or Non-Refftance of theirs is a flavith 
and degenerous Principle. They anfwer No: It is a Principle of Liberty 
and Security. For can any Man be free, and fafe from the Outrages of 
oppreffive potent Neighbours, who doth not live under a Power fufficient 
to keep the Peace and protect him? The fovereign Power is high and re- 
mote, and, commonly, the Intereft of it is to be a Friend to the Community. 
If the Abufes, when any are, fall hard upon the Grandees that are near it, 
they are compenfated in the Share that devolves among them; with which 
they would be more ready to opprefs their Inferiors, if Somebody were not 
above them to give Proteétion and Redrefs, And if the Lufts and Diforders, 
fometimes incident to Power, bring Evil upon the People, it is {carcetv-r 
fo great, but, by the ordinary Peace and Protection the People enjoy, they 
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are amply compenfated. There is 
of Oppreffion from bad Neighbou 


much more Danger to a common Man, 
ts, private Enemies, and wrong Doers, 


as alfo from the Cabal at the next Door, than from the Potency of the Go- 
p vernment, though it thould happen to be none of the bett, And it is © 
found that the worft Governments are thofe that have moft Heads and 


Hands; for the Abufes of fach are 
neral Oppreffion. 


more diffufed, and turn to a more ge- 


XLII. They obferve that Men argue much by Way of Interrogatory; as Fallacy of 


for Inftance. Can it be imagined 
nifed over by one Man? Or jis it 


a Nation ever fubmitted to be tyran- fome Ob. 
fit that one Man fhould have it in his i*<tions. 


Power to make all the reft miferable? However, ina jaf Way of Reafon- 
ing, thefe Queftions are impertinent to the Caufe, yet they may be an- 


fwered by other Interrogatories, A 


S, can it be believed, that a People ever 


were willing, or confented, that Thieves, Malefaétors, and Cheats, every 
where graflant, fhould have Liberty to ravage and deftroy at their Pleafure ? 
And will not a People choofe rather to be fubje&t to one Man’s Pleafure, 
upon a fair Underftanding, who is potent and can protect him, than be left 


at large to fight it out continually, 


in Clans and Combinations, to gain a 


little Defence and Safety? They muft anfwer, if any Thing, Right; but 
then, fay they, you may change, and have a better Government, Change, 


tis true, but feldom comes a better, 


If they fay it is better the Government 


be weak and precarious, becaufe, for Fear of theméelves, they will do no 
Injury ; No, nor yet (for Fear of themfelves) hinder others from doing In- 


_ jery, which is worft of all; and w 
this? But not to fpin finer, let it 


ho lives that hath not had Experience of 
be only obferved that the Force of the 


Argument, of the Refifters, lies in magnifying the Evils of il] Government ; 
and they will have thofe taken in utmoft Extremity, though but naturally 


poflible, and in no Sort probable, 
World, But they fay Nothing of 


if ever known to have happened in the 
the Evils that attend Want of Power in 


a Government, which makea fharper Catalogue by much than the other; and 
they are fuch as never fail to happen, and, which is worfe, affect the whole 
People wherever they do happen; as all muft know by Experience, when 
the Nerves of Government have been relaxed. " No political State is per- 


Mouths, is a Cloke which Hypocri 
little, the nafty Self-Intereft, Injutti 


tes always wear, and if you turn it up a 
ce, and Oppreffion will appear, that lies 


lurking under it, Thofe, who have been more than once burnt, which they 
fay is the Cafe of the Englifh Nation, will (it isto be hoped) watch well 


fuch Fuel. The hardeft Cafe of t 
forced to deceive, to make People 


he jufteft Government is, that they are 
happy, that is to be quiet, or to take 


What is good for them. Give me the private Man that honeft dares be, 
and the Government that Juftice dares do. Men that live in Peace and Safety, 
meh are the ordinary Fruits of Government, are like Men that live in 
Health; then they are not contented, but long for Preferment, Honour, 
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- Luxury, and Pleafures: But when they fall under Difeafes, and are in 
Pain, then they would quit all for pure Health and Eafe. sf 
Excellency of = XLII. It is not alien to thefe Speculations, to put ina Word in Behalf of 
Pe es the Engli/b Monarchy and Government, which hath many Advantages to | 
Nullity of Ie- the People, but none more glorious than this; that all Aéfs of the Crown, 
guitics. againft Law, are meer Nullities; and all, that aét under them, are ob- 
noxious to the Law, and fo far from being prote¢ted, that they may be 
queftioned and punifhed by that very Power, again{ft whom its own Com. 
mand is no Defence or Juftification. And, for this Caufe, all authentic 
Commands are put in Writing, or fealed, or no Perfon, ferved with fuch 
Command, can be profecuted for Contempt in not obeying. For the Party 
may know, by that, if it be a legal Command, that requires aGtive Obe- 
dience, or not; and then by whofe Fault it is fent forth, whereby the pro- 
pet Officer may be brought to anfwer for the Deli@. This Conftitution 
never was heard of in any State but the Engli/h, nor is it extant in Force 
under any other Government upon Earth: So little Danger is there of Ex- 
ceffes from the Englifb Monarchy. But if I were put by from this pa- 
triarchal Privilege, and had a Lot in Times of Diforder, and were put upon 
a Choice of the two, I would certainly, upon the Competition, rather yield 
to one abfolute Potentate, tale quale, but having Power fufficient to govern 
and protect, than to live in perpetual Fear and proper Guard againft Injury 
and Oppreffion from the moft cruel of all Sorts, that is, (not Superiors fo 
much as) Equals, or rather Inferiors. It is an Obfervation, which the ge- 
neral Experience of Ages may vouch, v/z. that the Calamities, which have 
fallen upon the People of England from the State of the Government, 
have been incomparably more by Reafon of too little, than of too much, 
Power exercifed by the Kings; and that by how much nearer the State 
hath warped towards what fome call a Commonwealth, by fo much hath 
Tyranny got Ground, and the true Liberty of the People funk down; 
whereof great Part never emerged to them, no not after the former Go- 
vernment hath been happily reftored. 
YetthePeo. | XLIV. But, to conclude with doing Right to the Caufe, I muft needs 
pl’sHumour fay, that it is not a juft Balance of Intereft that always regulates the 
pact ea good or evil Confequences of Power; but the meer Shew, Name, Opinion, 
theflourithing and Prejudice, or rather Humour of the People go a great Way in it, 
of Nations. For it may be obferved, that it is not enough to do Men good, but they 
muft think and accept of it as fuch, and alfo truft their Government; or 
elfe, whatever the Truth is, they will not flourifh in Numbers and En- 
creafe of Trade and Wealth. Therefore it was a moft wicked Prattice 
of the Faction, to labour, as they did, to create Mifunderftandings and 
Diftruft in the People of their Government; which muft needs tend to 
the. Deftru€tion of their Welfare and Encreafe. Now, to confider rightly 
the Cafe, and make a Judgment from the Extremes, it is almoft impoffT ty 
Profperity, by Encreafe of People and Wealth, fhould happen undgr the 
creat 
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great A/iatic Monarchies (although now, as the World tran{cends in Wicked- 
nefs, there can be no other than abfolute Government there) for the People 
cannot have Reafon to think ‘themfelves fafe and fecure in the Advances 
,, they make, and, being carelefs of that, are ambitious of Nothing but Power 
to tyrannife over others, as they themfelves are tyrannifed over by their Su- 
Periors; they think of no Profperity but through Oppreffion; and fo, by 
common Confent, all are Slaves. And this wolvifh Humour is fuch, that 
the Governments think their Security lies in the Deftruction and Depopu- 
lation of Provinces, And, to fay Truth, all Defe€tion of common Ho- 
nefty and Truth, which fhould tye People reafonably together, not only 
tends to, but makes abfolute Government neceflary. Hence, from the 
very Name of Monarchy, Men derive a Prejudice, as if no Security for 
Life or Eftate were had under it; when it may be made appear that, in 
Monarchic Countries, which have Laws of Government, as well as of 
Property, fuch as we call mixt, there is more real Security than is to be 
found elfewhere, although there may be much more Pretenfion to it. To 
Inftance in the pretended Republics of Venice and Holland ; the former is 
a peftilent Ariftocracy of the worft Sort, that is of a Multitude, under 
which the Citta dinazza, that is the Community of the People, have no 
Law or Juftice on their Side, but as they gain the Protection of one great 
Man againft another: And the other is Aolland, which hath no popular 
Eleétions (effential to a Republic) but Burgomafters fill Vacancies by a 
Majority of themfelves ; and fo a Faétion is always prevalent both in the 
Towns, of which the Combination confifts, and in the Stadthoufe, whereby 
the Lands of the Countries all about are made direct flavifh, and fometimes 
taxed fo as not to be worth owning; and all to fave the Citifens Purfes ; 
and all Preferments and Succeffion run in a match-making Channel and 
Family-Relation ; And yet the Name of Republics holds thefe in Credit, 
and the People are pleafed, encreafe, and thrive, But whatever becomes 
of the Humour and Fancies of People, it is certain, for the true Utility of 
Government, when Sedition is not permitted to grow too much upon it, 
that of England is a Nonpareil: And 
XLV. I hope this Digreffion upon the Subject of the Englifh Govern pecute for 
ment, and the Law of Non-Refffance, may be indulged, as well*for the this Digref- 
Relation it hath to the Temper of thofe Times, whereof the Hiftory is fo» Pe 
the Subject of the prefent Examination, as alfo by Reafon of the falfe Co~ buf of the 
lours the Author before us has put upon it. He plainly accufeth the beft Subject. 
Men of the Age of the worft of Immoralities, and particularly of betray- 
ing the Laws of their Country to unbounded Prerogative; and reprefents 
the Doétrine, as well as Law, of Non-Refffance, like a Dreg of Traito- 
rifm and Slavery ; though he is not pleafed to account for the Signification 
of the Words he fo much harps upon, Why could not he have honeftly 
fee what it was that thofe worthy Men, he is pleafed to revile, meant 
_~ty the Terms in which they delivered their Senfe, and what that Senfe 
: was: 
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was? No, that had juftified, or rather done Honour to the Loyal Church 
Party, efpecially of the Clergy ; which was none of his Bufinefs, but the 
contrary.. His Work was, as he brazenly expreffeth it, to deliver them u 

to Pofterity in a Drefs as being Illiterate, Debauchees, falfe and deteftable 
Traitors to their Country, the Laws and Religion of it, That is the Mark 
he aims at, and levels his Piece mott artificially : Firft commends his Par- 
tifans for all good Qualities, then lets fly the contrary upon all the reft, 


. by the Defcription of the other Clergymen. To encounter this Slander, as 


The Author’s 
reviling Lan- 
gage reaches 


to Principles, I thought it needful to ftate them with fach Allegations, as 
fome of them infifted on; though I pretend not to have half drawn forth 
the Subje&; but ‘the reft is to be found in their excellent Books and Ser- 
mons in Prine, 

XLVI. But I cannot part without a little more Refle@ion upon this 


Author’s Method, by which, like a true Viper, he has contrived to fting his 


the Church of Mother, the Church of England, to the Quick, For it is that which he 


England ina 
geacral, 


couches under the Term ofher; it being her moft explicit Dotrine and 
Profeffion, that they ought to fuffer where they cannot obey, which they 
hold forth in all Articles and Declarations where the Church’s Senfe is. to 
be looked for; and is maintained by Arguments fuperior to any I have 
alledged, even from the Bible itfelf 3 for which the Author calls them 
drunken Sots and Blockheads, but had more worthily {pent his Time in 
anfwering their Books, (if he thought he could fo do) than in railing at 
their Perfons. He had been a little modeft, if he had faid there were fome 
high-flying Divines who recommended theméelves by magnifying Preroga- 
tive beyond all Law and Reafon ; and when are there not, in all Orders 
of Men, fome that act extravagantly? But what is that to his others, the 
Church itfelf, and particularly the London Clergy, of that Time? He lets fly 
at the whole Herd of them) for perfidious Dunces, But who are his {o- 
ber, zealous, and learned Ones ? I believe, if he were put to it, he could 
not name many of his Advocates for Refiftance, of whom his Friends 
would not be athamed; fuch as might be termed Boutefeus, ot Chaplains 
to Rebellion, I hope he was none of them, though he gives vile Caufe of 
Sufpicion. Doth he mean Fulian Fobnfon, as he was called, Fergufon, 
or the Rev. Dr. Oates? As for Dr. Tillotfon, the moft eminent in’ his 
Time, and fince Archbifhop, he was a ftrenuous Paffive-Obedience Man, 
which Doétrine he maintained in Print, after his Endeavours with m 
Lord Rufel, to make him difown the contrary, were inffectual. But TI 
muft bring our Author off again upon his hiftorico-political View, which 
is the Cafe of a Rebellion projected and framed upon the Principles of 
Refiftance, and Coercion of the King; but it happened to be difcovered 
and crufhed. Now how fhould he bring off his Party, but by fetting up 
a Cafe proper to the Defign ; that is a State of the Pub!::, mounted to fuch 
a Pitch of Diforder by thefe high-flying unbounded Yery Principlges 
ae 
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made Refiftance, that is Rebellion, become not only a feafonable, but a ne- 
ceflary Expedicnt. : 

XLVH. We hall find all this isnot enough ; we muft, before we have rhe King’s 
tdone, bring the Church of England and Popery together, and fet up Con- gaining in the 
wyeaticles as the only Bulwarks of Religion and Property: With a great pai a 
deal more of like Stuff, which muft defile a little more of our Paper. He made a 
fays thefe high Doings, nay, he is very ferious, really gave a great Ad- Growl of 
vantage to the Papifts, Here's his old Equivoque; by Papiffs, he means -°P"” 
the King, Miniftry, and Loyal Party. The true Papifts are (with him) 

Roman Catholics, as hath been touched, and we fhall find plainer in Time, 
The King got Ground upon Fa¢tion, and was eftablifhed in the Confidence 
and Affections of his People ; whereby there was no Hopes to come at 
him through the Sides of the Duke, and then, good lack! thefe High 
Fliers had fet up Popery. The Author would be puzzled to thew an In- 
ftance of any one Opinion, or Perfon of the Papifts, that got Footing by 
the Behaviour of the Loyallifts, or the Doétrine of Non-Refiftance: But 
Loyalty, that is (his) Popery, got Credit ; and the Loyallifts, that is a) 
Papifts, had great Advantage in the Opinion of the People ; this is Hit 
tory! The Clergy, of the Church of England, were fo weak to think 
that, in the very Doctrine of Non-Refiffance, they oppofed and weakened 
Popery, which hath ever been accufed of King-killing Do@trines ; and then 
the Controverfy bore much upon the Point of the depofing Power, by 
which that Hierarchy had been terrible to Monarchs, troublefome to many, 
and the utter Deftruction of fome, where the Pope’s Supremacy had pre- 
vailed. But yet a Sideling-Writer, in Harnefs, upon the Road to a Rebel- 
lion, .without a fingle-faced Inftance, fhall cry, O/ the Papifts are fet up; 
juft as his Mob-Drivers did to their Rabble, intending it thould fpread, 
like a Venom, among Knaves and Fools, fuch as he takes his Readers to 
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be. 

XLVIII. But he goes on. And helped to make the Diffenting Teach- na Conven- 
ers more acceptable, not only to the common People but, even to the Nobi- ticles made 
lity and Gentry, who were offended at thefe Marks of High Church. This ee 
is all of a Piece; Characters and Sentences, without any Faéts to fuftain bitty and 
them: Going back, in fearch for fome, we find the Papifts had Ad- Gey: 
vantage, the Whigs ran down by Tories, and a Proclamation againft Diel- 
ling. But yet we muft keep {till in Mind a Rebellion intended, and to 
enter with a Maffacre, whereunto -all this fine Stuff alludes, and that re- 
conciles all: And it is by Way of Retrogradation, contrary to what ufhered 
in Oates’s Plot, as was obferved. There the Author ftrutted like an Hec- 
tor, now he his paffive, full of Deprecatories and Apologetics; all in a re- 
verfe Track and Style. What fhould good Nobility and Gentry do, find. 
ing fuch high-flying Tory Extravagancies, Papifts flourifhing, Proteffants 

_aG Qood Patriots crufhed, andthe very Churchmen illiterate, fottith, and 
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5 a 
feady to furrender all the Rights and Liberties of the People, as well as 
their own Religion? What, fay we, could they do in fuch Extremity, -but 
fet up Conventicles, to preferve a Zeal and Union in ‘Treafon? And what 
Share thofe, which the Laws then ftyled feditious Meetings, had in the 
Rye-Confpiracy, the Sequel will demonftrate. The very Teachers wee | 
among the chief Confpirators, and the whole Scheme was drawn upon a 
conventicling Plan. And, accordingly, the whole Lift of the Faétion fet 
themfelves to encourage them, and, for Example to others, for the moft 
Part, gave Attendance themfelves ; though Puritanifm fat but {curvily 
upon their Complections. Now this factious Ufe of Conventicles, is rarely 
turned round by the Author, as arifing from Tory Exorbitances. 

The Inven- XLIX. But how, inthe D—l’sName, he comes to antedate the Diftinc- 
tion and Ufe tion of High and Lew Church, before it was, as ‘I have (with entire Truth) 
ie cen: faid, knavifhly invented, I cannot imagine. But his Forging that (which 
" refpecting the Time, is a rank Forgery) thews the Integrity of all the reft, 
The Writing, that was dated long before the Time marked upon the Paper, 
was juft fuch a DeteCtion as this. But, to do the Author Right, when he 
wrote his Book, the Diftinétion was Fire-new. He labours to charge all 
the Evils, as well as the Invention of Whig and Tory, upon the Loyal 
Church Party, when it is notorious his Friends were ever the Diftinétion- 
Makers; for they live by Divifion, witnefs that which I have fully proved 
concerning the aforefaid Whig and Tory. There was not any Dream then 
.of a Divifion in the Church, but all where Conformifts or Non-Conformitts, 
Churchmen or Diffenters, Loyal or Fanatic ; all which went upon the 
Thing, and not Names. It was thought, in the Reign of King Céarles II, 
that a Liberty of Confcience in all Families, with five Strangers more, was 
a reafonable Indulgence; yet nothing would fatisfy, but meeting in for- 
midable Numbers to terrify the Government: And the Ufe, they made of 
fo doing, will appear. Then, in latter Reigns, it hath been thought fit to 
give a fuller Indulgence, that is, upon certain Precautions, Liberty to meet 
in any Manner. One would have thought this might have fettled them in 
Peace and Quiet. No, fay they, fhall we have no Diftinction, fuch as we 
may make popular, and thereby divide and diftinguifh the very Eftablithed 
Church? Yes, we will call thofe, that are firm to the Settlement, High 
Men, and High Church ; and thofe that are but half Churchmen, that will 
Side with us (as fome Churchmen, in Forty One, joined with the Affemblies) 
thofe fhall be Low Church, Moderate Men. And this fhall do the Work fo 
artfully, they thall not be able to ward the Confequences: For as formerly, 
the Eftablithed Church itfelf was, by our Management, made Popifh ; now 
we will content ourfelves with making the High Churchmen Popith, and Slaves 
to Prerogative, and the Low Men {hall be the only Proteftants. So far we 
can go; and fince we are paft the Cheat of making the whole Church 
Papift, which will not pafs any longer, this fame High and Low fiyido 
: - the 
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the fame Thing, that is ferve for Noife, and mobbify out, at Ektions; 
conformable Loyal Gentlemen, whom we will.cry down for High Men, 
that is, Adherents to Popery ; and then there will be Room to bring in our 
Party, Fanatics, and Occafional Conformity Men. Wow far this Cheat 
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went, and what Mifchief it did in making honeft Men unpopular, with . 


the Confequences, till the common People came to be aware of it, is well 
known to the prefent Age. But what a Jeft was High Church and Low, 
after the Toleration fettled, which made the National Eftablifhment Low? 
And fo it has continued ever fince, and fo,will, till the Scotch Difcipline 
"takes Effect in England, (which Gop forbid) and then we hall have High 
Church with a Vengeance 
L. In this Sentence, not only libellous but falfe, he takes’ in all the 
common People, and many of the Nobility and Gentry, in his new Or- 
der of Fanaticifm, He doth not except one of the former, they went all, 
clack, to Conventicles, I'll warrant ye! And we mutt underftand his No. 
bility and Gentry, according to his Methods of diftributing all into Zealous, 
Sober, and Learned, on the one Side, and Supine, Debauched, and Dunces 
on the other, that appeared in the Manifeftation of Whig and Tory, not 
only Laity but Clergy. The Nobility and Gentry of the former Defcrip- 
tion, together with all the common People, were Low-churched into 
Conventicles, and clofe Communication with the Teachers, for no Caufe 
but to fave Religion and Property. Now, according to this Author, if 
his Conventicling Party was fo great as here he makes it i“ it was not, 
but, with Refpec& to Conformity, was in Truth defpicab e) then if it 
fhould indeed happen (quoth he) that a broad bottomed Rebellion was 
formed upon this large Diffenting Scheme; it was the Infolence of the 
Popifh Party (that is the Court and the Loyallifts) and the Exorbitances of 
the ‘Non-Refiflance Clergymen, that neceffarily brought it; or how could 
the others avoid being concerned, when thefe latter would betray their 
Truf, and renegue their Principles? So excufable a Thing is Rebellion! 
LI. We have not done with this Church. Popery yet, though one 
would think it a ftrange Flam to be put upon the Public at that Time 


of Day; but it has an anfwerable Effe@ upon the Author’s Spirits, for his S84 ot Po- 


Vein flags. It is hard to keep up the Force and Spirit of high Libel con- 
tinually; therefore. he begins to take Breath, and prays in Aid of his learned 
Counfel Sir ohn Hawle/s, who, upon Fitzharris’s Trial, fays many of 
the Clergy had been prevailed on to cry up the Popifh as a Fanatic Plot. 
The Sting of this lies in the Words prevailed on, which imply Hypocrify 
and Treachery ; that is knowing the Integrity of Dr. Oates, Capt. Bedloe, 
Se. yet were prevailed on (by the Papifts) to cry them up for Cheats, 
and, contrary to the Gravity of their own Profeffion, to pleafe the Papifts, 
viz, the Court in Hopes of Preferment (no Doubt) turned Ridiculer. It 
jc impoffible for Men to clear themfelves from Slanders laid on in Gene- 
rals, Indefinites, Charaéters, and Epithets, without any Account of certain 
YS xe. 
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The Author 
fets up Con- 
venticles, 


The Crergy 
farther ac- 


pery. 
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of Oates 
and his Plot, 
no crying up 
a Fanatic 
Plot. 


Church of 
Rome and 
Church of 
England, as 
Cat and Dog 
made Friends. 
Page 381. 
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Fats done; therefore, in Truth, fuch Faéts carry no Slander in theme 
felves, but reflect Billingsgate Honour back upon the Managers of them, 
Who can tell what is meant here by this fame crying up? What did they 
do? Preach, perhaps, againft Schifm and Rebellion; and was not that 
fiding with Popery, ftifling the Popifh-Plot, and forging one upon the Fa~ 
natics? I guefs that if the Traéts and Sermons of thefe Crying-up Clergy- 
men, put forth in Print about thofe Times, were looked into, nothin 
elfe, to anfwer this Character, will be found in them. So alfo for thofe in 
following Times, that required a.different Strain, the Crying-up will prove 
accordingly, that was {trong againft Popery, as the Author and his knighted 
Counfel knows, though they conceal it, and infinuate the contrary, 

LIT. But, to find out this Crying-up, if it be poffible, let us retire, 
from the Pulpit and public Prints, into private Converfation; for I never 
heard that the Parfons ufed the Crying-up Trade promifcuoufly in Coffee- 
Houfes, as Fanatics and Seétaries did. Therefore be it admitted that, in 
their Reafoning one with another, or with Acquaintance and Friends, who 
were difpofed to attend to reafonable Difcourfes with Temper, fome of 
thefe Gentlemen were fo free, upon Reafons that convinced them, to fay 
Oates’s Tale was a Fiction of Hell, and the whole Bufinefs no better than 
devillith Subornation and Perjury; and: that the Sufferers under it were 
innocent of the Facts capitally charged and fworn upon them; and their 
dying Declarations of more Value, than the others living Teftimony. That 
the Contrivance was levelled againft the Church and Monarchy, managed 
and abetted by the Enemies of both, who went by the Name of Fa- 
natics, Now, if the Knight makes this fuch a Crying-up, as he charges 
on the Clergy, it had become him, before he had figned his Reproofs for 
it, to have fhewed, by Tide and by Token, that they had no Reafon to 
converfe with that Freedom, as if it had been /udendo cum fanétis: Elfe 
we may believe they had good Reafon, efpecially fince the Law, by in- 
flicting Punithments for the Perjury, has feconded them. 

LIF. But naw we may have Leave to fmile ; for the Knight (whom the 
Author. fets up for his Voucher) is telling a Tale, or, rather, Romancing. 
The Papifts and Church of England, fays he, being in the.late Times equal- 
ly Sufferers, and oppreffed by the Fanatics, they naturally grew to bave a 
Kindnefs for each other, and both joined in hating the Fanatics. What 
Stuff is here? The People, opprefied by the rebellious Fanatics, are here 
caft into Churches, that of Rome and that of England, and fo are treated 
in their politic Capacity. In reading this, one would imagine we had two 
Species of Animals, which, being apt, out of natural Antipathy, to vary, 
yet, bred up, like Cat and Dog, together in the fame Chimney Corner, were 
ever after good Friends, and lovingly played with one another. But I more : 
than fufpeét the contrary, of all this Infinuation, to be true; for thefe 
Animals, ever fince thofe Days of Perfecution, and before, ever fince’the 
Reformation, down through all the Troubles and afterwards, have, in all 
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Capacities, Politic arid Perfonal, been at Variance in all Churcls Matters, 
without fo much as an Hour’s Ceffation or Peace; and are ftill at the 
fame Pafs, {cratching and clawing one another in Difputes and Prints: 
And probably will continue fo longer than the Author’s Libel will laft, of 

—+e looked after. Ido not fay the Church of England Man, and Church 
of Rome Man never met ‘withoat fighting ; but I gtant they may have 
treated each other with Humanity, as good Breeding and Chtiftian Charity 
requires: But we are not upon Perfons but Churches. | challenge the 
Author and his Champion, or any Fanatic of them all, to thew that, in 
any one Inftance of controverted Do@trine, fince the firft Separation , 
the Church of England hath yielded an [ota to the Church of Rome, éi- 
ther upon Account of this Dream of Co-fuffering, or other Imducement 
whatfoever. Therefore, till this Challenge is anfwered, I thall take Leave 
to wonder that a Divine, of this injured Church, fhould borrow this Law- 
yer’s merry Conceit, to perfuade his Reader that the Loyal Church of 
England, and that of Rome, were now the fame Thing. Upon which, as 
a Foundation, he hath ereéted, as he thinks, a Maufelean Pile of Scandal 
againft the then Eftablithed Church. 

LV. Now for hating the Fanatics. This is a Phrafe more proper for The word 
the Lawyer, that is incurious of his Words, and lets any fly that make for Aating abu- 
his Caufe, than for a Divine, who, to. ferve a fale Tarn, has borrowed eli 
them. He thould have made a Diftin@ion between hating, and fof traff ing, and the 
ing: If he had taken the latter, we had not differed, but the other is equi- contrary true. 
vocal, or, rather, falfe: For who has Brafs enough to charge a Body of 
Divines, or Church (as the Lawyer hath it) with fuch a flagrant Breach 
of common Charity, as to bate any Denomination of Men, Heathen or 
Chriftian, good or bad, whatfoever. They may hate their Works, Er- 
rors, or Herefies, but not their Perfons. But whether, ever fince the firft 
Rife of Puritanifm, there has been Reafon to trutt Diffenters in Ecclefiafti- 
cal Affairs, and refpeéting our Eftablithed Church, to fay nothing of the 
State, I fubmit to Experience itfelf to declare. Whoever trufted them as a 
Party, though in indifferent Matters, whom they did not deceive or, ra- 
ther, betray? And whenever did they prevail and not tyrannife, even be- 
yond all that they ever complained was offered to be done to them? It 
was for Want of Adverfaries, in Forty One or Forty Two, after the Bifhops 
were thrown down, and they had no other Subject to work upon, that they 
fell to practife upon one another, and {plit into more countermining Churches 
{as they would be called) than the Alphabet hath Letters, And, to thew 
the Falfnefs couched in this Word bated, it is to be remembered that in 
all Times, the Church of England bath opened her Arms with Offers of 
Condefcenfion to their Scruples, if any lay ferioufly in their Confciences, 
touching the Ceremonies of the Church, which they, the Malecontents, 
pretefided to quarrel with; but, coming to the Touch, nothing would re- 
concile, lefg than Root and Branch of Epifcopacy, It was not Form, but 
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Subftance they contended for; actual Power with its Appendages: And 
that they called Setting Curist upon bis Throne. And now they would 
be at the old Game again; and it were well if they had not a Party of 
(Syren-charmed) Churchmen, thoughtlefs on their Side. 
The Fauttof LV, Thefe are the Premiffes that mutt {upport the following Conclufionsmm 
pean They pretended at leaft that they did not believe any Thing of the Popifh- 
ana not a Plot. We muft remember that, by Virtue of this Word they, the Church 
gaint the of England, as well as Papift, pretended, for which kind Word they are 
ee both Debtors. But how Churches aggregated made Pretences, I do not 
remember ; but if there be a Figure of Speech in the Cafe, and it is meant 
of the Generality of the Church of England Divines (who had no Caufe 
to love Popery the more for having ever fuffered with Papifts) I mutt re- 
ply that the literal Contrary, of what is held forth here, is true; which is 
that moft of the active moving Clergy, at firft, pretended (for which I do 
not excufe, but blame them) that they did believe Ogfes’s Plot. For 
many well-meaning People, both Clergy and Laity, were, in their Under- 
ftandings, at that Time, foxed with politic Fears upon thofe Jealoufies, 
touching the Public, as Fa¢tion had, with incredible Art, Induftry and 
Application, infufed into the Heads of all People capable of any; elfe, 
it had been a Wonder indeed, that Oaftes’s Tale fhould have taken as it 
did. But thefe Gentlemen, that were not of the Fadtion, though they 
faw clear enough, that Oates was an Impoftor, and his Tale below Legend, 
yet, for certain prudential Reafons, (as they thought) had a Fancy to let it 
tun on till a new Reafon was added ; I mean its Terrors, which held them 
down for a While, as hath been before enough obferved, But the Politic 
was, that encouraging the Plot might help to get rid of the Army, of 
which they were afraid. But they foon found themfelves bitterly miftaken ; 
for, befides the tran{grefling all Rules of common Juftice and Charity, in 
giving Countenance to fuch horrid Falfities that terminated in the Lives 
(to mention no lefs Evils) of innocent Men, and the Remorfe of Folly in 
expeCting’ any.Good could come out of fuch hideous Wickednefs, that 
might not have been obtained at lefs Coft, they foon found the Monfter 
turn fharp upon them; and there was fcarce an honeft Man, in any Em- 
ploy, but was as afraid of the Plot, as a Spaniard is of the Inquifition, 
And then they found alfo that when they would ftop the Career, they 
could not, but it run on to that Pitch of Mifchief as hath been before 
remembered. So that, as to this pretending not to believe, I may fecurely 
fay there was no one fuch Pretender in the World; for whatever fome 
might do on the Plot Side, pretending to believe it, I am fare no Man 
ever pretended to difbelieve it, that was not in Earneft. 
Theimproper LVI. I cannot fhake off this foul Paragraph, without taking Notice of 
Ufe of the | a fallacious Way of Writing thefe libellous Fanatics have learned of the 


ae. Papifts; that is larding their Style with the Word Church, when nothing 
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Art, from the Failings of fome, they gain a Handle to revile all. Who 
doubts but Errors and Intemperances are found in every Order of Men, 
and fo among Churchmen? It would be ftrange if none of the Order 
were apt to {wing along in the Precipitances of the Vulgar, and a& and 
~ivdge, in many Refpetts, unaccountably. But what is that to the difpro- 
portionately greater Number of excellent Apoftolic Men, of whom the 
Remains im Print will confecrate the Memory, with Reverence, to Po- 
fterity? Or, rather, what is all that to the real Eftablifhed Church, that is 
to be found only in the Public Liturgy, Articles, Canons, and Order of 
it; and depends on no Perfon’s moral Behaviour? The Papifts have Rea- 
fon, becaufe they are under an abfolute Refignation to what they call the 
Church; only they err when they fancy other Sects are under fuch an im- 
plicite Church Union, as commands both Faith and Praétice of all its 
Members; which for certain the Church of Exgland doth not, but, after 
the Divine Pattern, fays, read, or be informed, and judge: And hath no 
Doétrines but what are plainly derived from the facred Text, and, upon 
the Voucher of that, and not on any Pretence of earthly over-ruling Au- 


thority, declares the Faith and Duty of Chriftians, So the Author and his: 


Knight are in a foul Miftake, thinking to palm fuch Sophiftry upon us. 
And to demonftrate it is no better, call but to Mind that the Fanatics once 
deftroyed the Church of England, and left no Fruftum or Shell of it;. 


but, at the fame Time, the Church of Rome was out of their Reach; fo 


how were thefe Churches Fellow-Sufferers? See now a wonderful Proof 
of the Church of England’s Popery! I muft own that I have {pent too 
many Words upon this Paffage out of Hawlef:, and, if there had been 
nothing but Libel in the Cafe, I had let it go. But reflecting that it is 
Matter of Hiftory, and gives a falfe Character of the Age, I thought I 
could do no lefs than take it to Pieces, and thew the falfe Scandal impreg- 
nate, and the Author’s more than fcandalous Application of it towards. 
extenuating as execrable a Defign as ever was formed againft any Govern- 
ment in the World. : 

LVIL. Now let us ftand ftill and look about us, to fee what we have ga- 
thered by Way of Provifion againft the Rye-Plot comes. We have linked 
the two Churches of Reme and England together, as Fofter Sifters, acting 
as one, and with one Mind, in ftifling and ridiculing the Popifh-Plot, and: 
Hatred of the Fanatics; which muft needs prepoffefs us with an Opinion 
that fo trong a cemented Combination, that is, Papifts, Courtiers. and Loyal- 
lifts, muft, Right or Wrong, opprefs the common Enemy. the Proteftant 
Party; and, by forging falfe Plots, and other ill Ufages and. Perfecutions, 
jaftify or, at leaft, furioufly provoke the falling into Meafures to fave Re- 
ligion, Property, and their Lives: And with this Seafoning we are brought 
forwards towards the Oxford Parliament. But we have not enough yet; 
for the Author, like a diligent Collector, will leave nothing behind : 

_ Therefore he propofeth farther to extenuate the Rebellion, by giving us 


the 
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the miferable State of the Nation about that Time. And I challenge all 
the Wits in the Univerfe, to guefs me the Way he hath taken to do it. He 
lets it in with 2 profound Reafon which will make the Difcovery. Be- 
caufe it (viz. the miferable State of the Nation) wi/l bet appear by what © 
was then delivered, we fhall infert the two leading Speeches. hele wexe~ 
fpoke by the Lord Ruffe/ and the Lord Capel (then Sir Henry) they are fet 
forth (though long) to 4 Word, however he got them. Nothing faétious 
can be tedious. They take up five whole Columns in his large Folio Book, 
and are all along notified in the Margin. 
thefamere.  LVIII. Now, if this be not a Miracle of hiftorical Honefty, to ex- 
proved. hibit a Brace of the moft Faétious, Sideling Speeches that ever were made, 
Sor a juft View of the State of the Nation; 1 will fubmit to Corre€tion. If 
the Author would, as the Ancients ufed, have given the Reafons of State in 
- formed Speeches, he might have taken one of thofe for one Side ; but 
then he thould have followed the Example of thofe Ancients in Honefty 
alfo, and given the Reafons of the other Side, in another like fet Speech. 
And, if he had had the leaft Worth or Pride of an Hiftorian, he would, 
as the fame Ancients did, have fhewed his Judgment, as well as Eloquence, 
in compofing the Speeches himfelf, to make the Arguments in them more 
pertinent and concife, fully and fairly difplayed.on both Sides; but, inftead 
of that, he makes the Counfel, of the Plaintiff, Judge of the Caufe; 
and that’s his ¢mpartial Hand. All this Equity of Hiftory is utterly be- 
fide his Bias. His Defign was to befmear the Government, in that Reign, 
with all the foul Colours which Faction, full charged and primed with 
Ruin and Defolation, in all their Speeches, let fly at; and all to fanctify a 
Rebellion then in Embryo, 
Reflection on . LIX. It may not be much befide our Subject to difcourfe a little of 
the unhappy the unhappy Ufe the Faétion makes of Perfons that are of great Families 
oe and Fortunes, as thefe two noble Perfons were, whom this Author hath 
Quilty °" expofed, by printing their Speeches for a State of the Nation. Such often 
want Experience of Things and Depth of Reflection, and are thereby ob- 
noxious to be impofed upon, and by no Art more than that of infinuating 
to them that they are followed by the beft and moft of the People, and 
have great Authority among the leading Men; and this they call an In- 
tereft: But withal, as the Courfe of Flattery is, that they have not that 
Truft in the Public as ought to be, but others, little better than Traitors, 
are taken into Pofts; but if fuch Patriots, as they, were preferred, all would 
be well. And to make a real Shew to engage thefe Gentlemen to be for- 
ward, and to head their Defigns in Parliament, as if they had really that 
Sway in the Affembly, as is pretended; when they are refolved a Motion 
fhall be made and pafs the Houfe, they propofe it to them, and fay it 
would be an excellent Motion, but they dare not, under certain Difadvan- 
tages, venture upon it; but, if any of them would pleafe to move it, there 
was no Doubt but. it would run like Wild-Fire. and pafs the Houfe all at 
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once, Then it is undertaken,.and the Confederate Party fet themfelves in 
Order in feveral Parts and odd Corners of the Houfe, as by Chance, and 
from thence manage the Debate; and when the Point is carried, O! what 

-a great Intereft and Authority hath he in the Houfe! While, in Truth, 

4 nothing is more inwardly fcorned and defpifed than thofe formal Properties 
are; and it is no Wonder that, when the Turn is ferved, fuch Perfons are 
laid afide with Contempt, and: never allowed to reap the real Fruits of the 
feditious and rebellious Practices they had. been drawn into; as was the Cafe 
of the Earl of Effex, Holland, Fairfax, &e. And it is to be obferved 
that the faétious Drivers keep fecret the Naughtinefs of their Flearts, and 
never engage their Grandees in any thing that is fcandaloufly facinorous, 
or wanting of a fair Glofs to falve the Punto d’Honore. And, in that 
Manner, like the Pedlar that had Stockings for the whole Family, they 
take Men into fuch Dealings as their Genius is apt for, and fo make their 
Ufe of them, if they can difcern they will be made Ufe of at all. And 
all this we fhall find in the Model of the Rebellion intended to begin at the 
Rye. 

"LX, Nay, there is another Confideration which ftrangely favours Faction 
under a regular Government ; and that is the Folly of wife Men. A ftrange 
Paradox! But practically true: For admit there be Men of good Parts, 
bred 46 BaGineth and common Dealing in the Werld, experienced in ufual 
Frauds and Abufes, fach as will appear in all Traffic amongft-Men, and 
have confiderable Intelligence of the public as well as- private Affairs, 
whereby they acquire the Character of long-headed, notable, difcerning 
Men; and yet, in Matters of the Government and the Theatre of Fac. 
tion, thefe fhall be found as very Ninnies as the meereft Awfs in Nature; 
and, out of the Abundance of their Wifdom, intending to change for the 
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better, draw Ruin and Confufion over them ; juft as Children, reaching . 


at hot Water, taking it for good Liquor, pull it down upon their Heads, 


Therefore, as before, I call the tampering with a fettled regular Govern. . 


ment, the Folly of wife Men, or (more properly) cunning Men. And the 
Mifchief of all is that the Example of thefe, reputed wife, engages Mul- 
titudes who, with better Reafon, follow them, than they have to follow 
their own vain Prognoftics, who, being fatisfied of their own Judgment in 
private Affairs, argue themfelves ignorant of nothing, — 

LXI, The Foundation of this. fatal Infirmity is the Prefumption of 
knowing more of the Public than private Men ordinarily do or can. And 
then judging of the Public, of which they underftand little, with the fame 
Aflurance, as of their own private Affairs, which they know entirely well. 
The Public is always a profound Myftery ; and Events are derived from 
fuch Infinity of lurking Springs and Caufes, that no Man or Men in the 
World, yet, could ever be Mafter of. No Matchiavellian, the Devil him- 
felf is not Politician enough, by knowing all Things How much lefs one 
.who hath a private Fortune or Employment that takes up moft of his 
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Thoughts and Time? And yet thofe are more affured of what lies re- 
mote, and what they cannot fathom, than of Matters moft familiar ; as 
it is always the Property of fmall Skill to be confident. A Tradefinan, 
Artift, or Scholar, of any Sort, would deride another, not of the Pro-: 
feffion by Education, who fhould pretend to judge in their Affairs ; and yet_ 
every home-bred Tradefman judges of the State and of foreign Affairs, 
which is a Tafk more abftrufe and difficult than any other Profeflion, Such 
a vain Thing is Self-Confidence! It may be-objected, that this fets all Men 
at a Lofs what to do and how to behave themfelves. I anfwer No; let Men 
avoid that Rock of Confidence in their own Capacities, and there are plain 
and obvious Meafures to be had; which if Men would purfue, there could 
be no Want of nicer Direétions. As firft, Chriftian Religion, whereof the 
Rules, with Refpeét to worldly Affairs, are confummate Wifdom ; and Re- 
ligion itfelf feems, in fome Refpect, given to Men to fupply the Defects of 
their Capacity of judging (for which the World itfelf affords not fufficient 
Inftrudtion) for it makes the Poor and Simple happier in Obfervances of 
Duty than Politicians are with all their Craft ; and, in the whole Courfe of 
their Lives, more fuccefsful than they could be, though armed with all the 
Subtilty in the World, taking irregular Courfes, And thus Abilities are 
equally diftributed ; one Man hath the Benefit as well as another; befides 
other Views, which it belongs to another Profeffion to enlarge upon. Let 
this be a facred Argument, viz, Is the Confequence doubtful? Yes. Is the 
Honefty clear? Yes. Then follow that, 

LXIT. Next we have the ancient approved Maxims, that is, fhort Sen- 
tences, commonly called Proverbs, and the ordinary Fables and Apologues, 
in which the Experience and Judgment of Ages, perhaps, in fome In- 
ftances, ever fince the Creation of the World, collected, and traditionally 
conveyed, through all Times, down to us, Such as, Honefly is the bef? Po- 
licy ; Seldom comes a better; Changes never anfwer the End; and many 
others to the different Purpofes of Life, current in common Hiftory as well 
as common Difcourfe. And no lefs valuable are diverfe of the common Apo- 
logues. As of the Horfe and the Stag. The Frogs and Jupiter. Peace 
made between the Sheep and the Wolves, Horned Beafts forbid the Court, 
And the like alfo to various other Purpofes: But I inftance in fuch as relate 
moft to Government, which every School-boy knows, and Men make flight 
of; although it is feldom found but, in the grofs Confequences of public 
Affairs, they hold true, and, if I faid never failed, I fhould not be much 
out of the Way. And one may difcern that Men are fo far fenfible of Im- 
potency to judge of various Incidents by a direct Skill, that they naturally 
fall upon Rules and Maxims, though they be of their own Choice and 
Framing, and gathered from their own fingle Experience, or of others as 
thallow ; and of thefe they ferve themfelves, neglecting the old authentic 
Maxims, which have been had from the Experience (as I faid) of Ages, and 
are fublimed into fhort and trite Sentences and Apologues. All which is 
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an Argument, not only of the Ufefulnefs, but alfo of the Neceffity of the 
proverbial Wifdom ; efpecially fuch as hath been derived down to us from 
Antiquity. And what confirms it more is, that all our felf-interefted, 
tricking Politicians, do all they can to put Men off from thofe ftrong 
Holds, and urge them to rely upon their own Judgments. And then, hav- 
ing gained their Point fo far, miferable Mankind lies open to all the Delu- 
fion in the World ; and what can fecure them from Frauds, that yield 
to be Cheaters of themfelves? Nay, it is an excellent Teft of Fourbery, 
wherever it appears, that the Propofitions are contrary to approved Maxims, 
As when Self-Intereft is ufed for an Argument againft Honefty; when 
fubtile Contrivances are brought forward in the Room of plain Dealing ; 
when new Friendthips offer to difplace old ones; when the Advice of 
Strangers is recommended againft that of Parents and Kindred without Ex- 
ception; and many more as, to recount, would be endlefs. And Nothing is 
fo obnoxious to Impofitions of this Kind, as the State of the Public is ; 
touching which a common Man can never be tenacious enough of the wife 
Maxims of his Nation and Government. And, whatever the Syrens of 
Faction fing, it is to be concluded that the Auditors are intended to be made 
Properties of to betray themfelves, as they certainly do if they once become 
foxed with Politics, and fancy they do or can know any competent Mea- 
fure of thofe inacceffible Truths, and intricate Mafs of ingredient Circum- 
ftances, as are neceffary for making any right Judgment of Confequences, 
without Recourfe to the approved Maxims, which all Ages have recom- 
mended, and all Perfons agree in. There is a Difference between the State 
of Governors and the Governed; of which the latter feems moft concerned 
to rely upon Maxims, becaufe they know littleand are paffive: But yet the 
Spanifh Nation, reputed heretofore wife, have been famous for conducting 
even their State by Maxims, in which, perhaps, they (as Governors) have 
exceeded. I fthould have more Hopes of the Exgli/b People, if I found 
that Events, or what they call Experience, credited Maxims with them; 
but Prefumption of Wifdom is a Difeafe incurable. This is an Excur- 
fion which I hope will be excufed, becaufe not unprofitable; and, if I had 
not thought it profitable, I had not made it. 

LXIII, But now we will return to our hiftorico-political Speeches, They are Cenfure of the 
fuch as now, while we are difcharged of the Prejudices which intoxicated ee. 
the many in thofe Days, and, as after a thick Mitt difperfed, come to dif- Sperthets 
cern the vaft Difference between the true State of the Nation at that Time, 
and the forced Periods, finiftrous and uncandid Reprefentations, Diftortions 
of all the A@ts of State to the worft Senfe, which the Author hath puthed 
forwards, by printing thofe Speeches inftead of it, we muft needs naufeate as a 
fulfom Piece of Knavery, and relith his Contrivance as ftale and vapid Libel, 
that hath loft all the Sournef and Stink it once had: And I {carce believe 
many Readers will be fo gentle to accept, for Hiftory, fuch faftidious time- 
ferving Stuff. But that is the Author’s Way; when he would pour out 
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the Venom of his Soul in Calumny upon Majefty, and have a Screen to 
lurk behind, as confcious of the Shame due to him for it, he culls, out of 
Libels, and factious Speeches, choice Scraps of Scandal, and fpits them out: 
But here he has out-done himfelf in fp—g it forth by wholefale, by pub- 
lifhing to no better Purpofe, fuch faGtious Harangues, as he has chofen, for 
a jutt Pourtrait of the Times. 
Sly Infinua- LXIV. Now we proceed to thew how the Papifts came to fall fo def- 
tions in Sten. Perately foul upon the Fanatics in Profecutions, @c. from whence we are to 
nace! underftand that the latter were marked out, right or wrong, to be oppreffed, 
It was that only, and not any Guilt, that made diverfe Perfons be accufed. 
Page 392. He fays, As it bad been formerly the Intereft of the Papifts to promote In- 
dulgence and Toleration to Proteftant Diffenters, that under the Effeéts of 
juch Liberty, they might fhelter themfelves, and weaken the Church of 
England. Fair and well fo far. But, that we may not fall into a Trap, 
we muft remember that, under the Charaéter of thefe Papifts, the Court and 
Miniftry are to be underftood. For that was the Word the Faction (and fo 
this Author) ever had in their Mouths to throw out at the King and 
his Friends, as is done here. And that his Meaning is fo, is plain, be- 
caufe it was the Court, Miniftry, and Magiftracy, in general, that had to do 
in Execution of the Laws againft Conventicles; and how came the Roman 
Catholic Party, if thofe are the Papifts, to have fo much to do? If the 
Author had faid plainly the Roman Catholics, how lovingly fhould we have 
agreed ? For there is no Doubt but that Party, under fuperior Direétion, 
ever joined with Sects, and particularly to get Toleration, in Order, by 
Means of that, to break the Church Eftablifhment; for that was the Rock 
of Offence to the whole Hierarchy of Rome, and alfo of Defence, that 
flanked the whole Reformation; and, through its Luftre and Reputation (in 
their Senfe) endangered, and (in our Senfe) encouraged a farther Proceed- 
ing of it. But the Author intends no Good in all this, but brings it in as 
a Wind-lift to heave up a grofs Scandal. One has Reafon to fufpect a Trap 
when the Bait {cents fo ftrong. He proceeds. So now, upon a Turn of Af- 
fairs, they changed their Opinion, at leaft their Meafures; for that Party 
now encouraged the fevere Profecution of Proteftant Diffenters, thereby to 
take off the Edge of the Laws againft themfelves, and fo, divert the Zeal 
of the Members of the Church of England, againft their Brethren tn Sepa- 
ration from them; and fo to irritate and alienate the Hearts of all Pro- 
teftants from one another. Here is fo much of Malice, Falfity, and de- 
raved Invention, it will be tedious to note a Quarter of it. 
The thallow LXV. In the firft Place obferve, that the former Sentence bore the Word 
Malice of the Papift well enough; but, that not coming home enough to the Adminiftra- 
hee ered tion of the Government, here the Author fhifts his Language, and ufes the 
"Words they, their, and that Party, which islarger than bare Papift, We 
muft not forget that his other Clergy were coupled with Popery before, and 
now they come in again as of that Party. As for the Lay Church of 
England 
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England Men, he ufes the Word Members for them. In thort, all Perfons, 
not in the factious Lines, were Popith ; Why fhould we make more Words? 
We know well enough that the Roman Catholic Party fignified Nothing in 
England, but the Popith Party (in his Senfe) that is the Court and Church, 
a very great deal, and fo take the Poft of Aétion here. Next, this fame 
Turn of Affairs is very nice, and an Hiftorian (compos) would have thewed 
what and how it was, that fhould tack about the Popifh Veftél, and make 
it fteer a clean contrary Courfe. It isan Untruth that the Romen Catholic 
Policy was changed from Favour to Difcouragement of Sets, for they 
were very conftant to the former, and, if they could have had their Wills, 
would have protected them at this very Time; and I believe not a few were 
well affured the Duke of York would have done it in general, if he could 
have prevailed fo far. Next, it isan Untruth that the Edge of the Laws, 
again{t Popith Recufants, was abated on Account of profecuting Conventi- 
cles, or on any other Account; for there never was a Time in that Reign 
when the Papifts were more urged, {carce in the Heat of the Popith Plot: 
For it was the Rule of the Government, at that Time, to let the Laws take 
Place according to the Tenor of them, leaving all Magiftrates and Judges 
to their Duty upon Oath, without DiftinGtion of any Sect or Denomina- 
tion: And commonly Papifts and fome Diffenters came in together in the 
fame Prefentment, which was a mighty Grievance to the latter, as will 
appear in Time. Then how did the Laws turn the Zeal from Papifts to 
Separatifts? He blends thefe latter with Churchmen, as Brother Proteftants, 
though he knows fome of them were not Chriftians. Do but obferve what 
2 perfecuting Spirit he beftows upon the Church of England and the Mem- 
bers of it in general; when taken off the Papifts, they diverted upon the 
Separatifts. They raged, it feems, like evil Spirits that muft be employed: 
Though it is obferved that Profecutions rather abate, than exafperate, fuch a 
general Zeal as he fets out here; for Punithments create rather Pity than 
farther Rigor. And then how is this an irritating or alienating of Pro- 
teftants, nay, as he fays, of all Proteftants, one againft another? Did it di- 
vide the Church of England, and make a Schifm there? ‘No, then all: was 
fafe enough againft Popery. But were not the Diffenters alicnated, or irri- 
tated? And were they not ever fo, fhewing their Rancor as far as they 
durft, as well when indulged as when profecuted? In fhort ; this whole fine 
{pun Web is, for the moft Part, Nothing, or rather Nonfenfe 3 a Chime 
of Words without Things, and, where che Strength of Grammar calls for 
Allowance of fome Senfe, it is egregioufly falfe. 

LXVI. If one may have Leave to fupply a {mall Defe&, taken Notice The Author 
of here, and fubjoin a thort Interpretation of this enigmatical Turn of Af- a ape 
fairs; Know ye, that it méans the Decay of Oates’s Plot, and a general Afairs left in 
Deteftation of that, and them who were found to make a deteftable Ufe of the Dark. 
it againft the Crown: And alfo a furprifing Confidence {prung up between 
the King, and the moft and beft of his People, as appeared, with a Witnefs, 
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in their oppofing tumultuous Petitions, flowing in with loyal Addreffes and 
Abhorrences (Subjects of another Place) on which Occafion the Faétion 
raged, and ated fo irregularly and fiercely, as funk that Credit they once 
had in England. This was indeed a notable Turn of Affairs; but, in the 
Author’s kind Infinuation, pure Popery was got uppermoft. All penal 
Laws were indeed at Reft, from being urged by the Court, fora While, till 
Oates’s Plot fet them all in Motion; for thenceforth, againft the Papitts 
and Recufants, they were enforced with Rigor; and no Wonder as Things 
ftood. So it went on till the Oxford Parliament; and all that Time the 
Papifts were fo far under Hatches, as not daring to appear in Public on 
any Account, It was a Wonder they were not exterminated; the Duke of 
York himfelf had enough to do to fave his Inheritance. And yet (forfooth) the 
Profecutors and Profecuted are all one. For the whole Charge of that Af- 
fair lay upon the Magiftrates that were of the Church of England; many. 
of whom had been contented as well to have been otherwife employed: 
For who, that has any good Nature, loves the Office of Beadle to whip 
Offenders? But it was their Duty to which they were fworn, and they 
acted accordingly. But there lay the Grievance, as appears by diverfe pub- 
lic A@ts, and the Author’s Commentaries, Thefe fame Judges Gc. did not 
take Sides with Fanatics, but all went together in their Charges to Juries 
and the Confequences. Whoever is perfecuted, they muft not be touched ; 
and, although in the very fame Cafe with the Papifts, as to Recufancy, the 
Judges ought to have been forfworn for them, Alack! for their Parts, 
they never perfecute, but when it is in their Power, and then fail not. And 
Neutrality alfo, or, in their own Cant, Lukewarmnefs, with them, is worfe 
than Herefy or Blafphemy. And now is it not a Jeft, that, upon this 
Difcovery of the bafe Defigns of a Faétion (to the Particulars whereof we 
are haftening) and the People fully fenfible, giving the King their Accla- 
mations, the latter Laws made and levelled againft fuch Practices, with 
direct Intention to keep them. down, if it might be, inftead of lying dor- 
mant, were invigorated and regularly put in Execution againft the guilty 
feditious Coventicles, fuch a reafonable Proceeding fhould, here in this 
Author’s biafs’d Invention, be fo compreffed in dark Words, confufedly, 
with other Matters, all in a Mufs together, as Popery it felf thall be fqueefed 
out of it? 
The Author LXVII. But he will eafe himfelf at laft, and give Vent to his Stomach, 
seu up,v® in certain hard Particulars that are coming up. Many of the Churchmen, 
Ktockinn” and efpecially the Clergy, fell under a Sufpicton of being Popifbly affected, 
‘and Exclufion. becaufe they warmly efpoufed the Intereft of the Court, in abborring Peti- 
tions, oppofing the Affociation, and the Bill of Exclufion. So now we are 
a littl at Eafe; but yet this new Cafe, being a Sufpicion of Affection, and 
fomewhat metaphyfical, fhould have been better explained, becaufe what 
follows doth neither explain nor maintain the Point. But Libels muft be 
dark, elfe they lofe their Diftin@tion. Firft, by efpoufing the Interefts of 


the 


“Crap. V. EXAMEN. 


the Court, referred to that Time, was the fame as then was called Loyalty, 

in Contradiftinction to Faction, then, always at Work upon the Mines to 

confound the Monarch and Monarchy of England. There’s one Badge of 

Popith Affeétednefs ; that is, the King and his Miniftry being Papifts, all 

the loyal Subjects, that in Senfe of Duty ferved him, fhewed their Popith 

Affection: So far is cleared, Then, touching thefe Interefts, we muft en- 

quire farther; firft, they abborred Petitions, That is falfe, for none did fo; 

but they abhorred a tumultuous Method, the Faétion had taken up, of fo- 

liciting Petitions and gathering Hands on Purpofe to affront the King, and 

to create Difcontents and Tumults; as will fully be demonftrated elfewhere. 

2. Oppofed the Affociation, 1 fufpeét the Author has miftaken a Word, that 

is, oppofed for not joined in; for it was a Thing clandeftinely managed 

without Doors, whatever might be faid within (where no Clergy had to 

do) and with good Reafon, for, according to the Copy found in the Earl of 

Shaftfbury’s Cabinet, it contained rank Treafon, as was fhewed, So the re- 

fufing to join in Treafon, efpecially in Clergymen, is a Sign of Popith 

Affection: There’s two of our Diagnoftics gone, and the third may be 

more than all the reft, fo muft not be forgot; which is oppofing the Bill of 

Exclufion, that is, giving Reafons, and not affenting to the Bill, when of-. 

fered to a free Debate, and declaring their Judgment that they thought it. 

not juft, by a new Law, to take away any Man’s private, or, which is. 

more, public Inheritance, for his Confcience : Or that they-thought it the’ 

fame with the Pra¢tice of the Inquifition, that always. feifed what. a Man: 

had of temporal Eftate and Goods, together with his Perfon, for his Reli-- 

gion: Or exactly the fame as the Pope’s pretended, and not feldom exe-. 

cuted, Power of depofing Kings for Herefy. So the oppofing, this Practice, 

then accounted Popith, was a Sign of Popifh Affectednefs,. ; 
LXVIII. Here the Author is true Secretary to the Rabble ; for, at that The Anti-E- 

Time, they were taught to cry, Papif, at all that were againft the Bill, Pave 

But, whatever of that Kind might pafsthen, when fuch rude Injuftice had again Paper. 

but too much encouragement, now the very Lift of Names, that argued 

and voted on that Side, printed on Purpofe to expofe them, is a Vindica- 

tion both of them and the Caufe they ftoodin. For Confequences fhewed 

them to be no lefs aunch Proteftants, than well born. and eftated Gentle- 

men, who refifted the c/ofetting Points, when moft of the eminent Fana- 

tics in England, with all their Trves and True-dlues, under fome faithful and: 

pious Defign, no Doubt, complied ;. nay, farther, courted and complimented 

the Project. of taking away the Barrier of the Proteftant, if not of all, Religion. 

in England, the Uniformity Tefts, and Penal Laws, This will not be forgot 

in Hafte; for take the Behaviour in. what Senfe foever they would have, it 

will not be readily reconciled either to.Gofpel or Law. And: they have no: 

Excufe for themfelves, but only this, that they intended perfidioufly to be- 

tray the Lord’s Anointed, But, fetting afide thefe, who were in the Front: 

of the Battel of that Caufe, it is more than probable that, if the whole 
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Nation had been polled, the Majority, to fay Nothing of the Meliority, 
would have carried it on their Side, But it is barbarous to raife this Quef- 
tion now in Hiftory to no Profit in the World (for the Experiment did 
not fucceed, and it is like will not be offered at again as long as the World 
ftands) but only for Colour of a vain ill judged Calumny upon the regu- 
jar and conformable Intereft of the Nation, both Lay, and more efpecially. 
(as ‘he dirtily diftinguithes his own Order) the Clergy. 
He provesthe LXIX. Here being now a Foundation laid in the foft Terms of Sufpicion 
fa Nee of Popith AffeGtion (meaning the Loyallifts, Lay and Cleric, fhould be taken as 
Prefermeat of £antum non Papifts) he goes on and brings forward a Proof, that is to the 
one Tory Purpofe indeed: And it is a fingular Cafe, whereof he tells us the Fact. I 
i have premonifhed that Method of his; viz. to prove a general Slander he 
voting, @e. commonly quotes fome Tale or Inftance in particular. And here it is that 
one Thompfon at Briftol preached a Tory Sermon, and was cenfured for it 
by the Houfe of Commons; but, for all that, he was afterwards preferred, 
Ts there any Doubt left? Muft not the whole Government and Magiftracy 
of England, be popithly affected? After this we fall into a Fit of Amafe- 
ment and Wonder. The Bill of Exclufion was thrown out of the Houfe — 
of Lords! Sure moft of the Peers were hereditary Nobility; and that made 
them fo tender about paffing a Law to take away an Inheritance. But O 
the Rage againft the Bithops declared in the Perfons of the Faétion at that 
Time, who much ufed the Topics of Menace and Fary in their Difcourfes | 
One would have expeéted, of an ecclefiaftical Writer, fome Note of Ho- 
nour on Account of the Steddinefs of their Lordfhips, when it appeared no 
Terrors or Rage could move the Right Reverends to confent againft their 
Judgments, But, inftead of that, we have here the Echo of the Infults 
and Railing which the known Enemies of the Church, after they failed of 
having their Wills, returned upon that Occafion, And the Author, to en- 
force his Slanders, gives us thefe Threats in pithy Scraps of Speeches on that 
Occafion ; and fo he writes Compleat Hiftory. : 
He tibels the LXX. He fets forth one Speech larger, which, after the Forty One 
Order of Model, begins with Archbifhop Laud, and concludes the Sarcafm with a 
Bithops for Note that fome over-ruling Power got in among them (the Clergy) fomething 
vorings &*-  anfwerable to that of a Popifh Succeffor in the State, That is, in Englifh, 
the Pope himéelf, or elfe the Devil, And another Haranguer upon the por- 
tentous Event of throwing out the Bill, (if we may believe the Author, 
who is loth fuch good Things fhould be .loft) among other Reflections of 
Note, cries Sure the Bifhops had not a Hand in it! There's an Item for 
them, let them look to it, and behave themfelves better at the next Turn of 
the Bill. Now if the Liberty of a free People be of Worth in any Cafe, 
it is in a free Ufe of their Judgment in a proper Sphere. Were not the 
Lords, and more exprefly the Bifhops, as free, by their Vote, to throw out 
this or any Bill, as any Perfons were, by theirs, to bring it in? But there 
ever was,-and will be, a Sort of People in the World, who cry oe Li- 
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berty, to gratify their own Lufts and Ambition, but allow none to others 
that do not comply with them, and, being in Power, are moft {candalous 
Tyrannifers over other Mens Liberty. 

LXXI. Now we are come up with the Bill of Indulgence or Comprehen- 
fion, which had been promoted in the Weftminfter Parliament, The Au- 
thor lets us know that the Commons were fenfible, that Popery was en- 
couraged by thefe Divifions at home, fomented by the Papifis. He mutt 
mean fure the Heats and Divifions raifed upon thefe extraordinary Attempts 
of Affociation and Exclufion; there was nothing elfe that could make Di- 
vifions worth taking Notice of, But it is a common Art for the Difturb- 
ers of the Public Repofe, being refifted, to lay the Blame on thofe that 
would have been quiet, if they might ; fo the Lamb down Stream roiled 
the Wolf’s Water above, But did the Papifts in earneft foment thefe Di- 
vifions? Then the Faction were Popifh Agents and Properties, for none, 
but they, made any Stir at all. If they could have been quiet under a legal 
and anceftrel Form of Government, exercifed, as it ought to be, with 
Juftice and Impartiality in the Execution of the Laws, which none then 
could, nor now can, juftly gainfay; there had been no Divifions for the 
“Commons to be fenfible of, as he fays there were. But it feems honeft 
peaceable Men would not readily agree to factious Projects, of tampering 
with the Settlement of the Nation, whereby they became obnoxious to fac. 
tious Clamor; and then, O, what Divifions did thefe quiet Men make, 
Somented by the Papifts? Which Papifts, we mutt not forget, are the King, 
his Court, and the Loyallifts. 

LXXII. But there were enough fenfible of Divifions that had been made 
and fomented by the Roman Catholic Papifts; but they were fuch as tended 
to feparate Men from their regular Conformity to the Order of the Englifh 
Church and State; and not to hold them firm and entire together. The 
Author, if Truth had been his Aim, fhould have thewed that the Catho- 
lics, now and ever, were for breaking the Eftablifhed Church, and fo fora 
Comprehenfion of all Seéts, as moft likely to do that; and their Pra@ice 
was accordingly, whenever they had Power, or might influence our Na- 
tional Tranfactions, Therefore this Somenting of the Papifis was an Ar- 
gument againft, and not for, a Comprehenfion, which they would ladly 
have procured; though excluding themfelves. And it is not the firft Time 
that Papifts and Fanatics have joined to deftroy the Church, which I am 
mere fully to expofe in another Place; and, for that Reafon, only remem~ 
ber, now, that the beft Proteftants have ever maintained the Church as the 
only Barrier againft Popery. But the Author, being now hot upon the 
Subject of Comprehenfion, out of his abundant Duty to his Mother Church, 
gives us a large Sarcafinous Speech, made on that Side, to thew what a 
World of Reafon there was for it: But not a Scrap of any Speech or Rea- 
fon on the other Side; although it is well known the Church had always 
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fome excellent Speakers in the Houfe, that argued for her. But fuch is 
the Author’s Impartiality, as, upon like Occafion, I fhewed before. 

LXXIII. Now, as we go along, we muft ftill bear in Mind the Author’s 
tender Regards for the Cafe of a Rebellion, of which we muft hear foon 
and for the Sake of which, thefe Loyallifts, Clergy and Laity, have fo 
many fine Flowers beftowed upon them, as Papi/t, Sot, Illiterate Be- 
trayers, Ge. to thew how far gone the Nation was towards Popery. and 
how neceffary it was for the fober, learned, Proteftant Peers and Gentle- 
men, and other good Rabble of Atheifts, Republicans, &c. to ftep in to 
fave that little that was left of Religion and Property ; and how hardly 
they were ufed for their Zeal in the Caufe. But we thall work up Matters 
(for we go by Degrees) to an higher Pitch of Grievance, to fhew that Re- 
bellion was become fo needful that Fleth and Blood could not forbear fall- 
ing into it. 

LXXIV. We have here fuch a Stir made about the Profecution of Dit- 
fenters, as if it were Perfecutio duodecima. Therefore, to-avoid the Fa/ti- 
dium of noting all the Author’s Tags joined to his Relations of this Time, 
I thall, once for all, give one clear Solution of all this Myftery of his own 
making ; and that by taking a Rife when Parliaments firft took Notice of 
them. The firft was under Queen Elizabeth, when, for Reafons at that 
‘Time manifeft, and which, by Confequence in fubfequent Times, were fa- 
tally experienced, the Statute 35 Elizabeth pafled, defcribing Recufancy to 
be not coming to Church for a Month, making the Offence capital, to be 
redeemed only by abjuring the Realm. This took in all Sorts of Dit 
fenters, as well Puritans (the fame with the Fanatics of this Time) as Pa- 
pitts. It was fo early difcovered that no People were more dangerous to 
the State than. thofe, called Puritans, were. For all hypocritical Male- 
contents fheltered themfelves under that Denomination ; being compound 
of fuch as cried out Religion, but meant fecular Intereft ; and Liberty, 
meaning Tyranny, but (mark ye) of the Saints. So the Law ftood at the 
Entrance of King ames 1, And then a Provocation, given by the difmal 
Powder Plot, occafioned a Teft to be fet up peculiar to Popifth Recu- 
fants, diftinguifhed thereby, and Penalties fingular to them. And, after 
that, the Popularity continued to exafperate Matters againit the Papitts, 
and to lenify as to the Sectaries, as if they were to be called upon to aid 
againft the others. Which Fancy feduced Abundance of People to favour 
Diffenters, and is one Reafon why Calvinifm got fo much footing in Exg- 
Jand, that many very worthy Divines, out of Zeal againft Popery, con- 
tracted a great Share of it, The Miftake fo far prevailed that, like a Chy- 
mift’s Fire, from certain Accidents and Emergences in the following 
Reign, unhappy enough, upon opening the Spiracula of the Furnace, con- 
tinually encreafed till the Flame broke out, and, in the Fanatical Rebellion, 
confumed Furnace, Houfe and all together, Whereof the hideous Effects 
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are felt at this Day, as well by the Afhes and Stink, as alfo by a continual 
Apprehenfion of the fame Fire breaking out again. 

LXXV. After the happy Reftauration of King Charles II, the Parlia- 
ment, being fenfible that the Diffenters brought the Miferies of the Civil 
‘War upon the Nation, (it need not be faid how, nor with what Hypo- 
crify; all which, upon dividing the Spoil, was detected) contrived, as far 
as was poffible, that the fame Game fhould not be played over again; firft, 
by fupprefling utterly all feditious Conventicles, and fencing the Church 
and Crown with temporal Laws, and, at the fame Time, difabling the very 
Pretenfion which the Seétaries had managed to fo very ill Purpofe, by al- 
lowing Liberty of Confcience in all reafonable Meafure, fo as it did not rife 
to Sedition, and to a manifeft Hazzard of the Public Peace. Therefore 
the Diffenters were allowed their own Way of Worthip in their Houfes, 
with five more befides the Family. And, as for keeping down unlawful Con- 
venticles on Account of Religion, Informers were encouraged, the Ma. 
giftrates charged a€tually to difturb them, and {mall pecuniary Muléts laid, 
but fomewhat fharper upon the Trumpeters and Ringleaders the Teachers ; 
and with Augmentation upon reiterating the Offence, as the known Effect, 
of the Laws againft feditious Conventicles, was. This was a wife Provi- 
fion and tempered with Moderation, fuch as muft have fatisfied reafonable 
People, that had not hungry, rather than tender Confciences; at leaft not 
fo fiery and fierce a Perfecution, as we find here cried out upon. But 
thefe Laws were rarely put in Execution ; which did but embolden the 
Diffenters to affect meeting in vaft Numbers, as they thought might terrify 
the Government, and make it afraid to {peak to them. And, with that 
Artifice, helped to cheat the Crown out of the Declaration of Indulgence 
in 1672, and then ftraight they returned the Favour with univerfal Ob- 
loquy, as an arbitrary A@, againft Law, and intended for Favour to the 
Papifts, and not for them; but yet took the Advantage of the licencing 
Claufe, to fue forth Multitudes of Licences for Teachers, in all Corners 
of the Kingdom, to demonftrate their inconceivable Numbers. And {o 
they went on working and undermining, pretending to rule all Eleétions, 
and bring their Party to be a Majority in the Parliament, where they might 
take Sides againft the Court, (the direct Trae of Forty One) and how 
far they went on to influence there, under the {pecious Title of the Coun- 
try Party, obftrudting Supplies, and advancing every Thing that might di- 
ftrefs the Crown, is not unknown to every Body, but will be more exprefly 
dilated afterwards, 

LXXVI. King Charles II, was one that had no Sort of Severity in his 
Nature, and, defiring Eafe rather than Contention, was ever inclined to 
come rather to Terms than Strife with thofe who ftood in the Way of his 
Affairs; which we commend not for Policy, but fo it was. And the King, 
finding the Diffenters, inftigated by their Teachers, ever ative in all Ways 
of Oppofition to him and his Interefts, thought it the cheapeft Way to 
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take off (as they called it) thofe Bell-weathers the Teachers ; and, accor- 
dingly, employed People to treat with them ; and Terms were adjufted 
that they fhould keep their Party generally quiet, and that they might not 
oppofe his Majefty’s Affairs in Parliament; and, for that Confideration, 
Conventicles fhould be connived at, and good annual Penfions paid to them: 
So the Stipulation was made, and the Penfions fettled and duly paid. The 
Plenipos, in this State Negociation, were Sir Sobn Baber, one well known 
for a Bufy Body in fuch tricking Affairs, and fome faid Sir N. Butler, 
who was a famous Tool of the Papifts afterwards. But the former made 
no Scruple to declare all this to his Acquaintance, of whom I had the Ho- 
nour to be one; and he was a Witnefs how honeftly the King dealt on his 
Part, paying the Penfions as they became due. And _ how the Alternate 
was made good to him, will appear in due Place. 

LXXVII. This is the fame Perfon the Author names (not Bader but) 
Barber, who, he fays, went of an Errand from the King to Mr. Baxter 
in Prifon. And a Sleevelefs one it was, as it isrelated, The Author fays 
the Meffage was, That his Majefty would not feem to relax the Law, but 
fhould not take it ill, if he fought his Remedy, as he might, by Law, The: 
Ridiculoufnefs of which Favour fhews the whole to be a Fiction, as well 
as the Name a Miftake; and alfo that the Story, though taken out of Bax- 
ter’s Life, (one of the Author’s Gofpels) a Sort of Libel upon the King, 
as if he were fo weak to pretend, by a Meffage, that he could, at his 
Pleafure, crufh a Man againft Law: Which mutt be underftood by a gra- 
cious Permiffion to take a Remedy the Law allowed, or to defend himfelf 
by Law, which every Man may do without a Royal Difpenfation or Per- 
miffion. Sir Yobn Baber was a Man of Finefs, and in Poffeffion of the 
Proteétorfhip at Court of the Diffenting Teachers, after the Pattern of the 
Cardinals for Nations at Rome, and might probably, out of his own Officiouf- 
nefs, obtain Leave to make a Vifit, and fay from himfelf that he believed 
no Offence would be taken, whatever legal Defence he made: For it is 
ufual with great Statefmen and Embaffadors to make fome {mall Thing 
out of a huge great Nothing. But in fine, the Conventicles went on, and 
no Inftance came from the Court to ftir up any Interruption of them ; nor 
was there any, excepting perhaps a few Cafes upon the officious Acting of 
Magiftrates or Informers, which Nobody could inhibite ; and, of thofe, 
many acted upon Duty, without Regard to what the Court would approve 
or difapprove. And thus the King found Means to grant what was not 
allowed to be done authoritatively, an Indulgence ; thinking, as he had been 
perfuaded, that, without fomething done for the Diffenters, they were too 
many, and too rich and powerful to acquiefce ; but, on the contrary, being 
difcontented, would be troublefome. It doth not appear that the Sheep of 
thefe Congregations knew that their Paftors had fold and taken a Price for 
them. But yet, confidering the Teachers Penfions, and Eafe to the Con- 
gregations, by the Grant and Indulgence of the King, they ce not 
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have fet up, as they did, for Nurferies of Rebellion, and the very Teachers 
Boutefeus, to blow the Coals ; as thall amply be made appear before I have 
done with them. 

LXXVII. During all this Time it fo fell out that, in the ordinary Difenters ne. 

Courfe of Juftice in the criminal Courts, the Judges could fpeak no Lan- aay 
guage in Charge to Grand Juries, but what the Laws juft put in their cafancy, but 
Mouths: As, for Inftance; to prefent all Recufants, whereof the legal De- Ae 
finition was the not coming to Church for a Month,* I fay it fo fell out pur 
that Papifts in the firft Place, SeGaries of diverfe Sorts, efpecially Qua- 
kers, were prefented ; for who could diftinguifh where the Law did 
not? And then Conviction followed, and Certificates into the Exchequer, 
and perhaps Eftreats to the Sherriffs, who made their Bargains; and no 
Penalties, or very rarely any, were returned into the Exchequer as levied, 
and fo to be anfwered to the Crown. But the whole Matter refted with 
fome Difadvantage to the Parties concerned, by Fees and Gratuities, And 
fo all might have continued not very uneafy to any Body, and without 
Prejudice to the Laws. But the troublefome Time of Oates’s Plot came 
on, and then the Houles of Parliament grew very hot and earneft to have 
the Laws put in Execution, againft Papifts, with all poflible Rigor ; and 
the King granted all, of that Kind, which they afked; though, in Cafes 
of Blood, it was with a manifeft Reluétance, as fore of his Anfwers 
fhew. But all this had an unlucky Turn upon the Seétaries; for many of 
them lay under the fame Conviction, without any Diftinétion in the Forms, 
and all the reft feared what might follow as to them. And this was it 
which drew on fuch Ranting that the Penal Laws, intended againft Pa- 
pifts, were executed feverely againft Proteftants; which Matters, as I take 
it, have been particularly canvafied before. But if the King had not juft Caufe 
at that Time to withdraw the Favour of his Non-Profecution of the Secta- 
ries, fince the Parfons had fo broke their Contra@; yet, if he required any 
Execution of the Laws at all, he could not diftinguith: Por fhould he, by 
Proclamation, have faid punifh fome, and let others, in the Jame Cafe, go % 
feot-free? Or, to his Judges, give the Laws in Charge againft fome Of- 
fenders, but declare my Pleafure that others, in like Cafe, be exempt? 
This had been arbitrary and unequal, and, in a legal- Senfe, -ridiculous. 
And, if his Majefty had done fo, the Judges would have made a low Obey- 
fance and, as their Duty and Oaths required, have made no fuch Di- 
{tinctions to the Country. This puts me in Mind of a Paffage I know to 
be true, and I think is here fit to be related. 

LX XIX. About the Time when the Abhorrers were threatened, which was A fadious 
the Summer before the Meeting of the Wefiminfter Parliament 1682, which Lye to entrap 
Parliament made fuch ado about that Matter; the Judges, defigned for the ts neat 
Weltern Circuit, that is, the Lord Chief Juftice North and Mr. Juftice “fones, circuit. 
attended the Secretary of State, who was the Earl of Sunderland, to know 
if his Majefty had any Commands, in particular for them, relating to the 
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Circuit, His Lordfhip made a thort Difcourfe to them, and, among other 
Matters (fome of which I muft touch in another Place) told them that it 
was his Majefty’s Pleafure they fhould declare to the Country, in their 
Charges, that his Majefty would have a Regard to tender Confciences, and that 
the penal Laws fhould not be executed upon Proteflant Diffenters, but upon 
Papifts only. The Judges made no Reply, but, with acivil Congee, turned 
their Backs and went away. But, notwithftanding this Charge, their Lord- 
fhips the Judges, in all the Circuit, declared the Laws to the Country, as 
they were in Force, without any Diftinétion at all; for they did not think 
their Obligations depended on any fuch Circumftance. It fell out, that Mr. 
Juftice ‘Sones, by Reafon of the Gout, did not fit on the Crown Side at 
Taunton-Dean, as his Courfe was, but the Chief Juftice fat and did the 
Bufinefs in his Room. That Town was a Metropolis of the Faction in 
the Weff, and accordingly Care was taken to obferve the Judge’s Behaviour 
there; and whether by Guefs or Trick, I know not, but it is certain that 
one of the Proteffant Mercuries, as they were called, in his News from 
Taunton, told that the Lord Chief Juftice, in the Place of Yones, had given 
the Charge, and declared the King’s Pleafure, as to tender Confciences, to 
be as before ; which, fays the Paper, has given fome Satisfaction, This laft 
Sentence alludes to the Cafe of abborring, in which his Lordthip was fup- 
pofed to be deeply involved; which Subject lies a good Way before us in 
the laft Part, 

LXXX. After the Chief Juftice was returned to London, one of thefe: 
Papers was fhewed him, for News concerning himfelf, and he was much. 
difturbed at it; for it was abfolutely falfe, and, as to the King’s Affairs, 
as well as his own Honour, unfit to be let pafs fo. Therefore, to remove 
the Scandal, he ftraight penned a counter Declaration; and, fending for the 
Gazetteer, commanded him to print it in the Gazette, as his Lordthip 
might well do, being a Privy Counfellor. And it was accordingly fo done 
in the next. But Mr. Juftice ‘fones, hearing that fomething of this Kind was 
doing, came and earneftly defired that, as he was joined in the Com- 
miffion, he might be joined in that Declaration; and it was fo done, The 
Note, as it was printed, is fo remarkable, that I have thought fit to tran- 
feribe it verbatim from the Gazette, viz. From Thurfday. April 8. 
to Monday, April 12.1681, «* Whereas in a licentious Pamphlet, enti- 
“ ted The Proteftant domeftic Intelligence, it hath been publifhed to this 
« Effet—That the Lord Chief Juftice North hath declared in his Circuit, 
“ that the Laws, againft thofe that abfent from Church, ought to be put 
“in Force againft none but Papifts, and accordingly gave Directions to 
“ the Juries; and the fame hath been likewife publithed in diverfe factious 
« News-Letters, difperfed into feveral Parts of this Kingdom, with like 
“ Reflections upon Mr. Juftice Sones: To the Intent that no Perfons may 
«« be mifled thereby, his Lordfhip and Mr. Juftice Yones defire it may be 
« made known that the faid Report is altogether falfe and groundlefs,” 
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This Paflage fhews a Conftancy and Intrepidity in thofe Judges, who, in a 
Time when Faction not only menaced but raged, would not be difhonoured 
in being thought partial in Execution of the Laws, whatever became of 
them: And, being both obnoxious (as it was termed) to ‘be born hard upon 
by a Faction (and fo it proved) who feemed then to carry all before them, 
a Sort of a Handle was offered, as if, by that Means, they might come 
off. They both difcerned the Treachery, {corned the Means, and took a 
Courfe that all the Nation fhould know it. And how thefe Virtues in 
Judges were encouraged, will appear afterwards, We have here alfo an In- 
ftance how thefe Bawlers out for Property and Law, if their Intereft or 
Humour draw contrary, can diftinguith it all away ina Moment. And 
we find that the whole Sum and Snbftance of the Author’s Spleen and Ma- 
lice, upon thefe Occafions, is not that the Law was laid afide, but that it 
was fairly executed without Favour or Affection: for his Friends proved to 
be among the Law-Breakers: And fo, by blowing hot and cold, he doth 
his Duty to his Party: 

LXXXLI. But we muft not pafs over fo flightly the King’s Obligations to the Tic Conven. 
Sectaries and their Teachers ; for, confidering impartially, as Matters ftood at ticles eat of 
that Time, if any Diftin¢ctions of Favour were to be made, the Exglifh Gen- Pavoureand 
tlemen of the Roman Catholic Perfuafion had a better Title, than the Diffen~ hed forfeited 
tersto it. For, notwithftanding all the Noife of Plots, there were then found . oo 
no formed Defigns againft the King’s Life or fecular Government, amongft 
them, if we take their Party in the largeft Engli/h Comprehenfion. But, 
on the other Hand, it appeared that the whole Body of Diffenters, in the 
largeft Comprehenfion of them, efpecially of the Prefbytery and Indepen-. 
dency, fet themfelves in Oppofition to the Crown in every Thing; and their 
Characters and Affemblies were the common Afylum of all the King’s Ene- 
mies, even Traitors, whence they fallied forth, on every Opportunity, to- 
differve, or rather to deftroy him. And not only fo, but it was made 
clearly appear afterwards (though the fame Thing, in a general View, had 
been fufpected of them before) that the whole Scheme and Abutment of 
the rebellious Project was founded upon them, and they were depended on 
forall the Stock of Zeal that was to carry it on. For at the Council of 
Six, the clofeft that appeared to be held about.the Rye Plot (as will appear,. 
and the original Examinations at the End of the Bithop of Rocheffer’s Book 
fhew) it was in Effect declared, that there was no Means to raife a Zeal, 
as could oppofe the loyal Party, but Conventicles, and that thofe muft be 
well plied. And, according to this Doétrine, the Teachers raifed Ufes ; 
even thofe who had ftipulated for valuable Confideration, as Penfions duly 
paid, not to be Enemies to the King: And, after the Difcovery of the Rye 
Plots it appeared that one Lob, an independant Teacher and a Penfioner,. 
and one Caffares (I think there is now in the Scotch Prefbytery, a ruling 
Perfon of that Name) were guilty as deep asany. And Lod was concerned 
for the Cowardice of the People, that did not procure an Opportunity to be 
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doing: And he faid many of his Men would make Ufe of fuch Opportu- 
nity, if it were putinto their Hands. But, before it came to this, it was 
apparent that all the turbulent Doings, drawn out upon Oates’s Plot, at 
City and Country Elections, tumultuous Petitions, Ignoramus Juries, befides 
perpetual Calumnies, and lying Pamphlets to make the King odious, and 
little circulating Coffee-Houfes, and the like tumultuous and unfufferable 
Praétices, moved upon the Fanatic Foot, and were fpirited by the Sheep. 
cloathed Wolves at Conventicles, All which Matters, laid together, amounted 
to a Renunciation of the King’s Favour, and a Sort of Defiance of him; 
at leaft, fhewed fuch a Profpeét, as muft needs make him careful, with the 
Help of his Laws, to keep under fuch rifing Inconveniences, or, at leaft, 
not ftop the Courfe of the Laws provided, through Means of the ordi- 
nary Magiftrates and Profecutors gui tam, &c. on Purpofe to doit. And 
yet thefe People, with their Author here, clamor as if they were the moft 
innocent Sufferers in the World. 

LXXXII, It is utterly falfe that Partiality was fhewn in protecting Pa- 
pifts from thofe penal Laws, which bad their Edge turned againft Pro- 
tefant Diffenters. For neither the King nor the Magiftrates made any Dif 
tinction, but, if any was, it was (for Reafons refpecting the Parliament, and 
factious Clamor without Doors) hardeft upon the Papifts, And that made 
the Judges watchful that no Handles, of that Sort, might be taken againft 
them, which they knew were defired by the Party, and fure to be improved 
beyond all Senfe and Reafon, But it is plain the whole Drift of thefe Sen- 
tences, copied from the hackney Coffee-Houfe railing at that Time, is for 
Want of fhewing Partiality towards them, as I faid before. The King 
ought to have itretched his Laws to plague thofe that meant him no Harm, 
and extended his Favour and Impunity to his Enemies, and ftroaked them 
who were watching Advantages to difmount him. It is prodigious, that 
they fhould expect, or this Author pretend it. A Stranger would wonder at 
this Sort of Difcourfe; and many, being made underftand fome ordinary 
Notions, relating to the Laws, as in Terrorem, Connivance, conitruing 
ftri@tly and liberally, and the like, would think the Engli/b Nation mad. 
Tell a Veneticn of two Men guilty in Parity of the Breach of a Law, and 
one {hall be punifhed, and the other let go, and the former fhall be a Friend, 
and the other an Enemy to the Government ; he would hold up his Hands 
and cry, pud far Iddio, But that is what the Author and his Fanatics 
would have had on their Side, and, for Want of it, charge the Contrary 
falfly on the other Side. 

LXXXIII. But, as for Matter of Fact, the Author cannot fhew any one 
Papift (unlefs perhaps the Duke of York himfelf, as I am about to fhew) 
exempted from the Law by any extraordinary Order or Difcharge, as 
might have lawfully been, by #02 pros, or Pardon toties quoties. But 
when, out of vain Petulance, an Ignoramus Party was- hammering an In- 


dictment of Recufancy againft him in the County of Middlefex, the Court 
of 
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of King's Bench obviated the Affront by fending for the Grand Jury and dif. 
charging them, Lord! whatan Outcry was there in Odium of that foul Mifde- 
meanor! of which we fhall hear more afterwards. And when the holy Grand 
Jury of Ignoramus,at the O/d Baily, returned to the Courtan Indi€ment of Re- 
cufancy againft the Duke of York, a Certiorari came and removed it to the 
King’s Bench, And I remember well, fome fa@tious People hired a Ser. 
jeant at Law, one Mr. Yoln Darnel, to move that the Certiorari might 
not be allowed: Which Motion was againft common Form, and the 
Courfe of Law, as well as Senfe; and he was fo importune in the Matter, 
that one of the Chiefs was provoked to fay he fpoke with a Cadence, 
but Nothing to the Purpofe. Whereupon he had the Honour to be called 
fack Cadence for a long Time after. But we are to be perfuaded, that, 
becaufe the Faction were not allowed to worry the King’s Brother with 
Forms of Law, (which every one muft fuppofe the King, if forced to it, 
would in the End have hindered by his Power to pardon or von pros:) the 
Papifts, that is the whole Roman Catholic Party was protected. And the 
factious Leaders had poffeffed the Underlings of their Party, that really 
and truly there was no Juftice or Law in England againft Papifts; and 
fome, as we fhall hear, owned that to have been a Motive that inclined 
them to engage in the Rebellion. Thus falfly doth this Author affirm the 
Papifts were protected! And, confidering what a Noife was made, at the 
Time, about fuch Stuff as this, one would think the People wanted Griev- 
ances or deferved them. 

UXXXIV. But obferve; an Order, grounded upon an Addrefs of the The Author 
Commons, was fent to the Middlefex Juitices, to put the Laws in Execu- ees te 
tion againft Popith Recufants; and (fays the Author) No Mention was made Vahices took 
of fupprofing Conventicles, which made fome Juppofe they were not to be the King’s Ex- 
difturbed. And upon the Juftices Application to. the King, to explain the gana 7 
Order, and fignify his Pleafure how the Juftices fhould behave them {elves Page. 409- 
as to Conventicles, his Majefty was pleafed to anfwer— « that they fhould 
“ ufe their utmoft Endeavour to fupprefs all Conventicles, and unlawful 
“« Meetings upon Pretence of religious Worthip; his Majetty declaring it 
‘his exprefs Pleafure that the Laws be effectually put in Execution againft 
* them, both in Town and Country.” Thefe two Orders, put together, 
amount to one entie and uniform one, that the Laws {fhall be put in 
Execution againft all Offenders that aét in Breach of them, But the Au- 
thor is fo fkilful, that he can make a Shift to libel the Juftices for their 
Behaviour, faying They contrived to Lave the King's Command exprefs 
and they were very ready to obey. He doth not think their Worthips had 
any Regard to their Duty or Oaths; the Papifts had bribed them fure to 
be fo forward to afk the King’s Pleafure! Now the Author is fo far out, 
as he little lefs than contradi@s himfelf; for if they had been fo ready, ashe 
fays, to obey, when the Queftion was whether Laws were to be executed, 
they had furely done it without ever troubling his Majefty; for it was their 

Tyne 





368 EXAMEN. Part. If. ~~ 


Duty; and their going to the King, on that Account, deferved to be re- 
primanded. But it was a fad Monarch to fay he would have his Laws 
executed againft all Offenders, that is, to govern by Law,without Partiality or 
Diftin@ion. I amalmoft afhamed of this Dealing with a Book that calls itfelé 
Hiffory, but defigned for no better than rafcally Libel; and am fenfible that 
the cutting it up, in this Manner, muft needs be faftidious. But I cannot 
help it; the Bufinefs in Hand requires I fhould be a little indulged ; for, 
fince that Hiffory was a Mefs cooked up for Pofterity, it is but reafonable to 
lay it open, and thew what Carrion it is made of. 
An abomi- LXXXV. And here follows a Paffage, which I think is a tranfcendent and 
ae Per. peerlefs Paragon of Ingenuity and Duty to a fovereign Prince, from one who 
flstionon ‘Naturally. owed and, I prefume, had fworn Allegiance. But the King, whofe 
ihe King. — Praétice and Principle was (even againft Law) to indulge the Diffenters, was 
now drawn in to be very folicitous for the Profecution of them. This, from 
the Pen of the Secretary, we muft know was the Language of the whole 
Party ; and moft thankfully expreffed, dealing Reproach to the King for his 
having been inclined to gratify them: Nay, fo bafely, as to fay it was his 
Principle and Practice to break the Law upon that good Account, It is 
ftrange Men cannot praife the Bridge they go over, or be thankful for Fa- 
vours they have had ; but inftead of that, put out their Stings, If the King did 
ill, they were to blame in accepting the Fruits; the Receiver, they fay, is 
as bad as the Thief. And how is it? They were connived at, and ufed 
the Liberty to nurfe Sedition and promote Treafon, Then the Law is let 
loofe; and now, O ftrange! he broke the Law to gratify, and now he 
caufes it to be obferved to vex us, But the Character, couched in thefe 
Words Principle and Praétice, and then drawn in, is admirable. For in 
the mildeft Senfe it fuppofes the King to be, not only a fenfelefs Tool and 
Property of the Papifts, but a crooked principled, and habituated Breaker 
of the Laws, O rare impartial Hand! 
sia chitiely LXXXVI. That we may not always dwell in Generals, the Author is 
miflakes the Pleafed to name that penal Law intended, as he would have it, againft the 
Cafeonthe — Papifts only; but infinuates, as we have heard, that now it was pointed 
55 Be. only at Diffenters: So out of his great Knowledge in the Law, he prefents 
us with the 35 E//e. which, as he, by Miftake, fays, gave the 20 / per 
Menfem upon Recufants. And here, blundering in the Dark, or falfifying 
in the Light, he has made a ftrange Confufion, and mifreprefented the 
Houfe of Commons. Now the 20 /, per Men/em was not given by the 35, 
nor till the 3g EB/zz.. The Offence indeed, called Recufancy, that is, the not 
coming to Church for a Month, was eftablifhed in the 35, to which 
was affixed, by Way of Penalty, abjuring or Death; and was therefore 
called the fanguinary Law. But for certain that good Queen found fo much 
Benefit by it, that fhe made the Puritans know their Driver, and be at 
Quiet during her Reign, This is that Law, viz. the 35, which the 
Commons, in the We/tminfter Parliament, intended to have repealed. Now 
there 
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there was no Bill offered to repeal the 20 /. per Menfem, which is by the 
393 and it had been ftrange to leave the Offence Recufancy in general, and 
repeal the Penalty as to fome, and not to others, 

LXXXVII. But let us fee what the Author fays. Speaking of the 355 Seariesnever 
falfly by him fuppofed to inflié the 201. per Menjem, defigned againf? Po- profecuted on 
pifh Recufants, as foon as turned againft Prote/lant Diffenters, bad a Bill of 235 5 an 
Repeal in the laff Weltminfter Parliament, was now rigoroufly executed Page 403. 
againft all Manner of Non-Conformifts, AM which is moft horrible Dif- 
guife of Truth. Firft, the Law of 35 of Recufancy, of which he fpeaks, 
and that of 39 for the 20 /, per Menfem, which he feems to mean, were 
not intended only againft Popith Recufants, but as much, or rather more, 
againft Sectarian Recufants: and, forcertain, the Laws make no Difference 
between the one and the other. The Laws, peculiar to Popery, came in 
after the Powder Plot in King Fames I’s Time; and neither the Author nor 
his Party ever pretended thofe were pointed againft Fanatics. And then it is 
fale that the fanguinary Penalty, without abjuring, purfuant to 35 Eliz, 
was ever offered to be put upon any Sectary whatever, during this whole 
Reign. And_J challenge the quickeft Invention of them all to thew an 
one Inftance of fo muchas an Attempt. But I grant with a good Will that 
thofe Perfons, knowing what they had deferved and. intended.to deferve of 
the Crown, had certain Qualms came. over their Contciences, being uneafy 
that fuch an Advantage, as that Law gave, thould be in the King’s Power 
wherewith to lay them at the Feet of his Mercy, in Cafe the Evidences of 
their Treafons fhould fail, ; 

LXXXVIII. And as to the 20 /. per Menfem, if it fell out that Any The Laws 
came into the Exchequer, Nothing ever came of it confiderable as to: them, gaint Con- 
as I faid before. Therefore this rigoroufly executed is a profound Falfity bl rie a 
upon this Foot, but.worfe as to what follows, which was upon the milder tute 35 zliz 
Laws for fuppreffing Conventicles, Thofe were indeed, after the Rye Dif. ee ~ aan 
covery, for a fhort Time, rigoroufly executed, that is by levying thofe very * Meare 
fall Penalties the Laws had charged. And how far the Fanatics drew 
this upon themfelves, by their traiterous Management, will be manifeft ; but 
they cannot fay thefe Laws were ever intended againft Papifts; they were 
wholly and folely againft the fierce and feditious Conventicles upon Pre- 
tence of Religion; and the Reafon of the Law is put upon the Tumult 
and Sedition of them, and the horrid Mifchiefs they had once brought over 
the Nation before. And I beg to know, if the like Proce was on Foot 
again, .and thefe Laws, being in F orce, were rigoroufly executed to prevent 
the like Confequence, where the Grievance lay. It was indeed Pleafant 
to obferve, how nettled the Faétion was at ‘that Time about the 35 Eliz, 
for, left the Bill in Parliament to repeal it fhould not fucceed, they fet up 
Pamphletiers to attack it. One came out in the Name of Whiteacre, be+ 
fore named, of traiterous Memory, who was the Treafon Solicitor. This 
poor Law was to undergo the Fate of the long Parliament, to be diffolved 
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by the Will and Pleafure of the Mob. The Title was The Life and Death 
of the Statute 35 Eliz. Nay the very A& againft Conventicles muft alfo 
fall before the Pamphletiers, when they were pleafed to have it fo. And 
accordingly they let fly at the 16 Car.II. to make void that, whether the 
King, Lords and’ Commons would or not. And they were in the Right; 
for that Law, late as it came, hath a Claufe exprefs to continue the 
35 Eliz. and declares it fit to be put in Execution. But thofe Pamphlets 
were anfwered, and fo it refted. 
The People LXX XIX. But now to apply all this to the great Defign of extenuating, 
beiedasto the Author adds Falfity to Falfity: For he fays the extending the penal 
Ditconteats. 7 aws to Sectaries occasioned a general Difcontent, whereof the contrary is 
true; for the People, generally {peaking, were never under greater Satif- 
faction with the Government, than when the Laws againft Conventicles 
were put in Execution, that is, between the Oxford Parliament diflolved, 
and the Rye Difcovery and fome Time after. And as for his extending, it 
is Fucus, or rather Nonfenfe; for the Laws could not be extended unlefs 
they did extend: As if one fhould fay that a Law, that every Man fhall 
come to Church, did not extend to fuch as had black Hair, But, for Proof 
of this general Difcontent, according to his Wont, he brings in a fingular 
Tale, One of his Party {poke Treafon in a Coffee-Houfe, v/z. that the 
King’s confenting to the tyrannical Proceedings, in convicting Diffen- 
ters, would make him the Head fhorter: Ergo the People were generally 
difcontented. © admirable Confequence! Now in Truth, thefe Convictions 
moved generally (the King not interpofing to ftop them, which that good 
Man termed con/énting) from the Difpofition of the Nation. For the Mat- 
ter lay whaljly among Juttices, Conftables, and Informers; which would 
never have fadged, if there had not been in the Nation a Difpofition that Way. 
We are to have another Ledture about thefe Diffenters and their Conventi- 
cles, and the Author’s Contrivances to purge them of Sedition and Rebellion, 
contrary to the Senfe the very Parliament had of them, But to avoid the 
Faftidium of too much of one Subje&t together, and to bring up another 
Shoal of like Artifices to fandtify Rebellion, all that is referved to thee 
third and laft Part of thefe Notes. 
SCoanjvinee . SC», SO now we go on rifing higher and higher, which will come to 
to vetive al. fomewhat in Time, Enter then a concife Charaéter of the Times, which: 
see and he puts forward as another Extenuative of the intended Rebellion. Zeal 
pare Tal Wor againft Popery was looked upon to be only a Faétton, and thofe, who were 
Religion and eminent in if, were to be diftinguifhed as feditious Men, and Enemies to the . 
Property. King and Kingdem. Whence, if any Perfons were clearly difcovered in 
Treafon, they were eminent in Zeal Ge. and fo are cleared. But how doth 
this agree with the general Difcontent talked of before? I doubt that Ge- 
neva) will prove a Particular and a ftraight one. This was the Turn of 
the Times we fo lately heard of. The Author falls not only upon the 


Goverament (he is not ufed to fpare that ; the Word Papifis had done his 
Warb\ 
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Work) but his Comprehenfion now is of the whole Church and Loyal 
Party {cattered all over England. Thefe, it feems, had got the upper 
Hand, and, with them, Zealots went for a Faétion, feditious, and anti- 
monarchical; and ferioufly the Author had done thofe Gentlemen great 
Wrong, if he had given any other Account of them: For the Truth of 
the Matter was really fo, and the Sequel fully juftified the Opinion; as 
will now foon be demonftrated, viz. that thefe pretended, or, as the Au- 
thor hath it, eminent Zealots againft Popery in thew, were true Under- 
miners of the Crown, and their Zeal itfelf was, at the Bottom, as like to 
High Treafon, as Egg to Egg: All which appeared in Noon-Day Light, 
after the Effects, by an happy Difcovery, were prevented. But the Au- 
thor’s Texture of his Hiftory is all of a-piece. The Reader is to be fea- 
foned with an Opinion that righteous Zealots were marked out for De- 
ftru@tion, againit the News comes of Treafons, Infurrections and Affafi- 
nations, whereby all muft be taken in Truth (whatever the Evidence was) 
for Zeal againft Popery; all the drefled up (as he words it) though regular 
Trials, Attainders, and Judgments, but fo many Tricks and Confedera- 
tions of Lawyers, for Subornation, to make Things look oddly, and al- 
together no better than tyrannous falfe Proceedings of the Government, 
that is.of the Papifts. Then the Author marches on, and fhews certain 
Convictions by Law of certain Perfons in and about London, (for Ignora- 
mus we muft know is {neaked off; a Matter whereof the Conclufion is to 
be -accounted for in the next Part) for outragious Mifdemeanors ; and 
Fines, and other Muléts inflitted (far fhort of the Demerits) and then fets 
his arbitrary Stamp upon them: And, thus prepared, he thinks he may meet 
the Adverfary, the Rye Difcovery. For the Point of Religion is already. 
gained, by thewing the King, Court, Miniftry, Clergy, &c. were Papifts 
or popifhly affected (by Virtue of which Term of Art, and others of like 
Kind, Non-Papifts, or whoever is not a Zealot, is a Papift) and all, like 
a Pack of Tories, were bufily employed in crufhing Proteftants. Now 
secondly, the Point of Property is as good as his own, having fhewed that 
Malefactors were punifhed by due Courfe of Law, and Fines exacted of 
them, which he calls bard and arbitrary, 

XCI. And now he comes to Application, and begins. Thefe Violations 
of Liberty and Property.— old, was the City of London garrifoned ? 
The Mayor and Aldermen clapped up? The Eftates of Citifens confifcate, 
and no Symptom of Common Law or Juftice left? It could be no lefs 
fure, to make good this Charge fo tragically expreffed! What can be more 
hike the Harangue of a Demagogue at the Head of a Rabble? It is very unlike 
Hiftory, efpecially when the Matters of Fa&, which were legal Judgments, 
contradict the Character of Violations, which latter, from the exprefs Meaning 
of the Word, exclude Law. He fhould have fhewed the Abufes, if any had 
been; what Irregularities in the Proceedings, Defences taken away, what Judge 
corrupted, how, and by whom, and who packed the Juries and fuborned the 
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Witneffes, and the like, if any of thefe were. But, in the’ mean Time, 
what Defence hath Liberty and Property, by the Conftitution of England, 
but due Procefs of Law, Charge, Defence, Trial and Judgment? Let us 
put a Cafe, as really it had been, and fay, all the Laws of the Peace are 
really undermined, nay, the Currency of them impudently ftopped, Tu- 
mults and Riots affectedly raifed and encouraged to a formidable Degree ; 
the King himfelf daily affronted by feditious Libels, and by. open Difcourfes 
and Practices, to fay no more. The Queftion is what a King © England, 
under thefe Circumftances, fhould do? Should he lay about him with his 
Forces, imprifon, feife, execute? No, that would be arbitrary Govern- 
ment and Violation of Liberty and Property. What then? Proceed againtt 
Offenders, and punith them by Judgment according to Law? He doth fo; 
it is in the prefent Cafe (not miftated) confefled. And the {ame Pen here 
fays even that is a Violation, &c. alfo: So reafonable a Compleat Hiftory 
have we here! Men are feldom aware what an Injury to the Public it is to 
difcredit the Law, and thew to a Government, that, ufing Force hall be 
called @ Violation, and ufing the Law, no lefs: It is plain which Way the 
Scales will be apt to incline. A Book, that offends in this, ought to. be. 
purged by Fire, 

XCII. The former Words were but Part of the Sentence, the reft fol- 
low.— Improved by nearer Profpetts of Popery. To make up the Mufs, 
Nonfenfe comes in. How are Violations improved by Profpeé#s? But no 
Matter for that, fo long as there is a Sound of Mifchief in the Words 3 the 
lefs intelligible the better. But we are coming to a Clofe; for he tells us 
thefe Violations, improved by Profpeéts, had provoked many of the Nobility 
and Gentry to enter into fome Meafures to flop the Torrent of the Court, and 
provide, tf pofible, for the Enjoyment of their Eftablifhed Laws and Reli» 
gion. This is to the Point, the blank Mark of all his former Figures and 
Inventions, which he hath wrought up to this Pitch for a Blind, as he in~ 
tends, to an execrable Contrivance of a Rebellion, and to veil over the 
Faction, then and yet reftlefs under Monarchical Government, fo as their 
Principles and Praétices might not appear to Pofterity, denuded of their 
wicked and falfe Pretenfions ; whereby, if not by the Author’s wife Con- 
dud prevented, all future Times, would be guarded againft the like Sort of 
People for ever. Here is the Subftance of the Author’s whole Defign in 
Writing the Life of this good King, in the Manner he has done it. It 


feems, as I faid, the very Beginning was framed to this End, that is to 


extenuate the Rebellion of the Rye, as Premiffes tending to that Conclu- 
fion ; and, otherwife, I am apt to think he had let his zew Work alone, I 
do not difcern in it fuch a Difpofition to Genuine Hiftory, as fhould move 
him to undertake it; but, on the contrary, a World of forced, affected, 
infinuated, half-faced Reflections, not without a Copia of Lying, Slander- 
ing, and Uncharitablenefs, He has roamed over Gazettes, partial Writings, 
Libels, Proclamations, Votes, and culled what ferved his Turn to ftuff out 

“ tha 


Crap. V. EXAMEN. 373 


the Intervals of his Slanders, that they might not feem to He too thick 
upon one another. Thofe are the principal, the others are bat Decora- 
tion, and Garnith to heighten his malicious Inventions, and to confecrate 
the foulleft of Libels with the facred Title of Hiftory. In the next Edi- 
tion, if I may advife, the Author fhall change his Title, and let it be thus, 
viz. 4 Recriminative Apology for a Rebellion, formed and intended, but 
unbappily prevented: Done by a Domeftic of One who had a great good Will 
to the Contrivance. This will be more ingenuous, and excite a new Life in 
the Buyers, who, as to this Edition, are a-la-mort. For what elfe could 
befall a Book that, under Colour of Hiftory, proves an hobbling Deduc- 
tion, either warped into Libel upon King Char/es, and Adulation of the 
Enemies of him and his Family, or elfe a Metamorphofis of Good into 
Evil, and e contra, and alt to the fame End; by which a King, and 
his happy Government, mutt go for a Neronian State, and the moft un- 
accountable and facinorous Praétices of Rebels in the dark, his bitter Ene- 
mies, for Aéts and Monuments of Saints and Martyrs: And all fo open, 
as to want the common good Manners, which Apologifers have ufed to pre- 
tend to, 

XCIH, But we muft take Breath and come to the Text, of which every The Author's 
Word here is feculent and ftinks. Firft, provoked, which implies all the Words re. 
Evil and Injury done that Heart can imagine. For what elfe could coun- Saal tough 
tenance an unlawful Rebellion, and the Certainty of a Civil War, much inept and 
worfe than the worft of Tyrannies? Then the Word many, which is °™PY- 
every Way untrue as to the Nobility and Gentry, for there were but a very 
few concerned ; and that (popular) many, that was of the moft degene- 
rous, ravenous, and the very worft of the People. But then entering into 
Meafures is a fine tempered, modeft Expreffion for feifing the Perfon of 
the King, and the Power of his Government by armed Force; or, insa 
Word, Rebellion. They are exorbitant Meafures indeed, that hang, draw, 
quarter, forfeit Eftates, and attaint the Blood of Families. There is fo 
much of the Ridicule in this Expreffion, it almoft breaks the Serioufnefs 
due to the Subject. Was ever yet a moft heinous and broad Confederacy 
of Traitors, of all Sorts and Sizes, thus minced into a few Meafures? For 
what? Stopping the Torrent of the Court. “That fame Torrent is a fa- 
vourite Word of his, and always comes in the worft Senfe. What is this 
Torrent of the Court? It was a Torrent of Violations improved by Pro- 
[pects. We need not afk of what; for we are told thefe Meafures were to 
preferve, if poffible, a littke Remnant of Law and Religion. This is Mob 
Eloquence to a Rabble.— Come, Gentlemen, your Religion is lof, your 
Effates and Lives precarious; you are bought and fold: Hey, no Popery, 
no Slavery, one and all and away. Were this the Pofture of the Affair, } own 
the Author’s Language to the Purpofe ; for what did Traitors ever fay 
otherwife, or lefs? But to meet with it in a Hiftory (with a Murrain) as 
an Account of National Truth, is a Monfter of Invention, not to be 
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matched in the whole Clafs of Tale-Tellers, not Libellers profeffed. But, 
to give a fingle Teft of this, I do affirm, upon a Knowledge more certain 
than I fhall declare, that, fince the Age of Cadwaliadar, there hath not 
been (for indeed there could not well be) a Time when the Government 
of England put itfelf fo entirely upon the Foot of Truth and the Law, 
and entertained lefs Thought of Force, but for-needful Defence againft 


‘Tumults, or Rebellion ; as really was the Cafe at the Time of thefe Vio- 


lations, €c. fo falfly and malicioufly are they charged! For it was a 
Maxim of a * great Minifter, well underftood, and often repeated after 
him at Court, that the King should never offend but with the Fuftice of bis 
Laws, nor ufe bis. Guards and armed Forces for any Purpofe but bis De- 
fence. In a Word, Laws for Offence, and Guards for Defence, was the 
Meafure of the Englifh Government at that Time. 

XCIV. But now we may perceive the Author begin to ftammer and 
faulter in his Language; he has Thiftles to chaw. His Voice alters, and 
he is let down from his touring Tragics, and takes to the more calm and 
moderate Style, not without a Tin& of the Flebile, as under fome Mor- 
tification, or rather utter Defpair ; and thus poorly he comes off, This, 
that is Meafures to ftop the Torrent of the Court, was the true Rife of what 
they call the Fanatic-Plot, What can any one make out of this ? Here 
is neither gui, que, nor quod, as may afford the leaft Glimpfe of any Fac, 
Tf we afk; what was that which they called a Fanatic-Plot? We may go 
feck for Anfwer. If I fupply, for him, that the Fanatics had a Plot to 
kill the King at the Rye, and to make an Infurreétion ; this will not do, 
for he doth not fay there was a Plot, but fomewhat they (the Court) only 
called fo, If we urge, was not this Plot enough, and can you deny it? 
No, fays he, for that, which the Fanatics intended, was no Plot, but only 
Meafures; and if the Court would call that a Fanatic-Plot, how could we 
help it? So all this Matter is fhrunk away to ‘nothing. No more of Plot 
than a Veftry Meeting to fettle their Rates: For, whatever Blood, Ruin, 
and Defolation was to follow, were not Violations of Liberty and Property, 
improved by nearer Profpetts of Popery, enough to warrant all this? Yes, 
we would go far, if it were poffible to agree with the Author, if he could 
fhew one fingle Violation about that Time he there writes of. For certain, 
the Matters, he alledged for fuch, are none, as I faid before, fuch as legal 
Convictions, &c. But he would have it that a Writ of Poffeflion, under 
a Judgment, was Forcible Entry ; and executing a Fieri facias, was rob- 
bing a Man’s Houfe. Such new Lights we have here fprung. Criminals 
are punifhed by Law ; O, fays he, who can bear fuch Violaticns, Ge.? And 
he tells 25, viz. his Bundle of Falfities were che true Rife of what? Not 
a Rebellion plotted, but Meafures, fuch as the Government was pleafed to 
calla Plot; and fo a difmal Confpiracy of Treafon, againft the State, is 
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wiped away with a Feather. And thus much (too much indeed) of the 
Author’s Preparatives of #xtenuation. 

XCV. And now I muft come to Confeffion, and own I have been to Apology for 
blame in following a falfe Leader fo far out of the Way ; that is in faying faying ee 
fo much of a treafonable Confpiracy, as I have done, without any Acz Plot, before 
count (as ought to have been firft) given of it. Order requires the Text to * Betas 
go before the Glof; but the Way to fophifticate the Matter, is to put the 
Glofs firft, and let the Text follow: For as a Cameleon takes the Tind of 
the Ground it ftands on, fo, when the Prejudices and falfe Colours go be- 
fore, the Matter itfelf will take the furer Dye. So the Author, having: 
ftuft his double columned Pages, I may fay the whole foregoing Account. 
of this Reign, in Preparation Work for the Entry of this Confpiracy, de- 
figning, as if he were a Guarrantee of the Confpirators, to fave them in- 
demnified from Infamy by fuch Salvos as he has pre-contrived ; I thought: 
it belt to follow his Steps, till all the filthy Daub was wiped off, fo that we 
might come to the Matter fairly and without Prejudice. And left I may 
have feemed to have caft any, by the Style of what is paft, I muft affirm 
_ it is only by Way of Counter to the Author’s Exceffes in the other Way.. 

But now, as to the Narration of the Fact, I muft befpeak the utmoft In- 
difference, and that nothing be depended on, for Truth, that hath nota 
clear hiftorical Evidence, either expreffed or referred to: And, of thofe, 
one is to. me indubitable, being taken from my Memorial, which was left 
by one that I knew attended in all the Steps of the Difcovery. 

XCVI. As-fora plain and clear Narration of the Faé, I need go no The King 
farther than the King’s Declaration, Word for Word, which was pub Peclration 
lithed for the Satisfaétion of all his Subjects. It is compleat and authen- fobbads 
tic, having no Syltable expreffed whereof the Senfe is not vouched by. in- 
conteftible Proof. But in regard it is an Act of State, and,. therefore, not 
only regiftered, but printed and difperfed all over the Nation, and the Au- 
thor himfelf has it at large, though fneakingly poftponed, and that for 
{candalous Reafons, as I fhall thew; I fhall not iterate the fame at large,, 
but extract the material Part, which is as follows. 

XCVIL The King takes Notice that a Malevolent Party hath been. of An Extract off 
late very induftrious to promote Sedition, depretiate his Government, aid sé Sit 
abufe his Perfon; whereby it was evident that the Heads of this Party had: eion # and tiie 
no Aim, but to. ruin his Majefty and his Government. That his Majefty Defign of the 
was troubled to fee that, whilft it was his Care and Refolution to govern. eas : 
according to Law, thefe Men had mifreprefented his Actions, and were: 
looked upon as the only Patriots and Affertors of Religion and Liberty, 

And, as their Numbers encreafed, they grew bold, declaring Impunity to 
their Party, and appeared in Tumults, Riots, unlawful and feditious Con- 
venticles, as thinking themfelves too ftrong for the Law, and feeming like- 
ly, in a Short Time, to gain the People to a general Defection. But ‘it 
pleafed Gop to open the Eyes of his Subjects, who dutifully and courae 
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gioufly adhered to his Majefty, and teftified their Refolutions, upon all 
Occafions, fo to do; thereby convincing the common People of the vil- 
lainous Defigns of thefe fatious Leaders. And the Faction, by thefe 
Means daily lofing Ground, refolved to leave off thefe Methods of Se- 
dition, and betake themfelves to Arms; not doubting but, with Force, 
they thould overturn that Government they could not undermine. And 
although confifting of diverfe Interefts and Opinions, yet they concurred 
to deftroy the Government before they had agreed what to fet up in its 
Place, They took feveral Ways; fome were for an Infurreétion in Eng- 
land and Scotland, others for affaffinating his Majefty and his Brother the 
Duke of York, to maffacre the City Magiftrates and Officers of State ; 
that no Shew of Government might be left. If they had fucceeded, what 
had been the Confufion? Inftead of Reformation, Divifion and Wars had 
followed, until the prevailing Party had enflaved the Nation, But Pro+ 
vidence prevented and preferved, and wonderfully delivered his Maje@y, &e, 
from this horrid Confpiracy. For which his Majefty defires his loving Sub- 
jects thould join with him in a Thank(giving ; and that, in order there- 
unto, they might be informed of the Faét, as, it was difcovered by un- 
doubted Proof, and confeffed by diverfe of the Accomplices, which, fo far 
as hath been traced, is as followcth. 

XCVIII.. About the Beginning of Oéfober 1682, the Heads of the Fac- 
tion, feeing the Magiftracy of London fettled in Perfons of Loyalty, had 
no longer Patience, but confulted a Rifing; fome thinking, the Party fo © 
well prepared, they could not fail of Succefs. Some of the principal met 
to confider of Means to mafter the Guards, and feife the King’s Perfon; 
but reflecting on the Rafhnefs of the Undertaking before the diftant Coun- 
ties, and Scotland, were prepared to join, they defifted from rifing «at: 
prefent, and applied to the difpofing Scotland, &c. that the Infurre@ian..: 
might be general, which then muft needs have the defired Effet. Whil@ 
this depended, another Pack of Villains applied to that execrable-Defign 
of affaffinating his Majefty and the Duke, coming from Newmarket ;.and 
Money was not wanted, but the Time failed, the King’s Return was: {@ 
fudden. Then they thought to take them at their going down in Match, 
but were afraid of a Party of Guards that ftayed, for fome Time, behind; 
fo they pitched upon the Return from Newmarket. The Place, appoiris - 
ted, was the Rye-Hox/e: Rumbold, then a Malfter, that ufed it, Captain. 
The Band in Ambuicade, forty Perfons. Of thefe fome were to fhoot. 
down the Poftilion and Horfes; others for Fail, as Labourers, to fet Carts 
crofs, to barricade the Way; cthers to fhoot into the Coach, and others ta 
engage the Party of Guards attending. And at the fame Time, the Lords, 
and athers of the Party, were to be invited to Dinner in London, to be 
ready to head their Party when the Affaflins brought up the News; as 
they had contrived to do by a nearer Way, and Means they had prepared, 
‘This done, they thought it would be eafy to feife the Government. Such 

an 


Cuap. V. EXAMEN. 377 


an Opinion had they of their Numbers! But to palliate that Aion, that 
the Blacknefs of it might not deter any from them, there was to be a De« 
claration formed and printed to amufe the People; and, left the Magiftrate 
fhould be troublefome, they refolved to follow their Blow with a Maffacre, 
defigning immediately to difpatch the Officers of State, the Lord Mayor 
and Sherriffs, and others eminent for their Loyalty. But it pleafed Gop, 
by a Fire at Newmarket, which occafioned the Return fooner, to prevent 
this Execution. 
XCIX. But the Villains, not difcouraged at this, propofed diverfe other After Difap- 
Places, as the Paflage to Windfor or Hampton-Court ; going to Weftminfler, pointments 
‘or in the Barge by Water, under Bedford Wall, or at a Bull-Featt in ive 
Red-Lyon Fields, where it was faid his Majefty would be; and Arms, giving to be 
for forty Men were prepared and paid for, to be always ready, And, for ‘or the Dei- 
orderly proceeding after the Execution, the City was cut into twenty Di- eens 
vifions, each of which was to produce five hundred Men. And, for the 
forming a regular Army, a hundred old rebellious Officers were ready in 
Town, and ftayed till the Difcovery; and, all this While, the other prin- 
cipal Confpirators were managing the general Infurrection. The Earl of 
Shaftfoury had preffed for the 17°" November, and, at a Meeting, finding 
them backward, retired into Holland. But the Confpirators were not dif 
couraged at that, and appointed a new Council of fix, who were to ma- 
nage the Infurre¢tion, and correfpond with Scotland, They fent exprefs, 
and the Secret was couched in the Cant of a Trade to Carolina. The Earl 
of Argyle (already attainted) demanded 30,000/. but would have taken 
10,000/, for Arms and Provifion for a Rebellion in Scotland. In the 
Council of fix, it was debated, whether the Rifing fhould be in London, 
or the Country, firft; the former would come to a Head fooneft, and the 
other diftra&t the King’s Forces: But it was refolved all at once, becaufe 
_ the City might be defended by its Militia when the Guards were abfent, 
All difpofed themfelves to this Project, and it was near taking Effe& ; but 
the great Mercy of a Difcovery, 12 une, prevented. Since which, Care 
hath been taken to deteét the Confpiracy to the utmoft; but diverfe of 
the Confpirators, viz. Monmouth, Melvin, Cochran, Armftrong, Fergufon, 
(the common. Agitator in all Parts of the Confpiracy) two Goodenough’s, 
Ruiabold, Nelthrop, Wade, Thompfon, Burton, Elbye, Gibbs, Charleton, Dyly, 
Cafteres, Lob, (two Non-conformifts Teachers) Norton, Row, Ayloff, and 
Atherton, having Notice of Warrants againft them, fled from Juftice. Lord 
Grey, being apprehended, efcaped; the Earl of Efex killed himfelf in the 
Tower. Others have been taken and tommitted to Cuftody, of whom the 
Lord Rufel, Walcot, Stone, and Roufe have been tried, condemned and exe- 
cuted, according to Law. So concludes with the Matter of the Thankf- 
giving, and that the Declaration be read in all Churches, dated 8 Fuly 1683, 
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C. This isa Summary of the whole Confpiracy, as it was publithed to 
the People in the Declaration, of which, for Sake of a little Brevity, I 
have given but an Extract, though Juftice is not firi@ly done thereby ; for 
how can the Subftance of a Writing be contraéted, of which every Word 
is material and weighed? Let any one judge now what an Hiflory we 
have got here, of a Pafs fo important to the Times, as this was, He 
makes a meer Bagatel of it, only the Malice of the Papifts againft the in- 
nocuous Diffenters ; and fuch other Stuff, to the fame Tune, as I have been 
forced more than once to obferve, This Declaration was particular 
enough, but comes down only to the Difcovery, which it touches in ge- 


neral Terms. The Manner how that came forwards and was managed, 


is as confiderable to the Hiftory as the Matter itfelf. And the Author, ac- 
cordingly, hath feleéted it for the Subject of his Traducings ; pafling 
from Witnefs to Witnefs, with Reflections, fuch as his Wit fuggefted, or 
he had borrowed or ftole from the Fa€tion, without a Grain of Integrity ; 
and moft manifeftly direéted to make the Confpiracy feem to Pofterity a 
Trick of the Court, and the Proceeding thereon, a Compound of Per- 
jury, Subornation, and Subverfion of Law. I fhall, in Order, trace over 
his Account, which will be found anfwerable to his Preludiums, of which 
T have given large Explanations already. But firft, I think it expedient to 
infert here my Memorial, and fome Reflections, which will explain the 
whole Courfe of the Difcovery, and thew as much Royal Juftice and Mercy, 
ufed all along by the King, as ever Prince fhewed on any Occafion. 
CI. « Thefe Overtures (the numerous Sham-plots) coming fo faft, and 
“* proving fo fruitlefs, made all Things, of that Kind, be fufpeéted. Con- 
“ fidering alfo how vain a Thing it was for the factious Party to rebel, 
“¢ whilft the King had his Guards about him firm, his Caftles, ‘his Navy, 
“‘ and the Government of the three Kingdoms in his Hands, of great 
“ Truft, and the Militia of the Kingdom, generally, loyal and vigorous : 
“« So that, upon the Difcovery of the Plot in Yune 1683, it was fufpected 
* to be fome Artifice in order to difturb the City, and promote fome tur- 
“ bulent Eleétions for Sherriffs the 24% of the fame Month. The Dif. 
“* covery was made by one Keiling, to a Friend of the Lord Dartmouth’s 
‘“‘ who declined taking the Examination, though a Privy Counfellor, (fo 
* hazzardous a Thing it was to be brought in for Tampering!) but carried 
“it to Secretary fenkins, who took the Examination of the Party, and 
“ faid it would be of little Avail, becaufe there was but one Witnefs. 
“ Keiling {aid that, if Mr. Secretary would employ any Man, that was not 
known, to go with him, be would undertake to introduce him into their 
“ Company, where be foould bear the Treafen difcourfed This feemed very 
“ ftrange that Perfons, who had Knowledge in the Law, as Weft and 
‘* Goodenough were known to have, fhould be fo open in theit Difcourfe 
“* of Treafon, and withal fo carelefs that they would talk ‘Treafon in the 
Prefence 
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“« Prefence of Strangers, and rendered the Difcovery fafpicious; and 
“« Mr. Secretary was not forward to. fend a Spy. But Keiling, being en- 

gaged, and knowing they, who were upon murdering the King, Duke, 
and their Servants, would make nothing of difpatching him, if they 
fhould know he made the Difcovery, which, if it were flighted, would 
quickly be public, perfuaded his Brother, who was of the fame Re- 
ligion, viz. an Anabaptift, to go with him into their treafonable Coun- 
cils, and afterwards carried him to the Secretary’s to make Oath of what 
he heard; which being done, the Depofition’ was read to the King at 
Hampton-Court, upon Thurfday, and Order given to fend for all the 
Perfons accufed, 
CI. *« But fo little Weight was yet laid upon it, that Mr. Secretary, being The Difco. 
to go to Windfor, where the King’s Refidence was at that Time, on Sa- very took 
turday, and my Lord Mayor being commanded to wait upon him on oes 
Monday Morning in open Council, which was then appointed, that it nals efcaped. 
was thought better to defer the Examination till Tue/day, when they , 
might go through with it, than to have them firft feifed and to be in. 
terrupted in the Proceeding of it by this Windjor Journey. In the mean 
Time, Keiling’s Brother, moft perfidioufly, and to the Intent that his 
‘Difcovery might be public, goes to diverfe of the Party and tells them 
what he had done, afking them if he had done well. They all declared 
(as they durft do no otherwife) that he had done his Duty, fo that it 
began to be difcourfed in Town, that there was a Difcovery of a Plot 
againft the King’s Life; whereby the principal Confpirators came to be 
affured of it and fled; and none could be apprehended but one Barber, 
a poor Inftrument-maker at Wapping, who, about fix or feven Weeks 
before, had been carried by Keiling to a Tavern, where they were to 
confult the Manner of the Performance at the Rye. This poor Fellow 
difcovered the whole material Part of the Difcovery, with very little 
Difficulty, whereby it was plainly underflood that there was a Reality 
in the Defign, and Kei/ing an honeft Man, 
CII, «« Mr, Secretary applied himfelf, with all the Vigor he could, to feife phe Fsdion 
upon Perfons and Papers that might make for the farther Deteétion of this inftead of 
great Villainy. It appeat’d by Barber’s Teftimony, and likewife by Keiling, wakes 
that this Barber had been amongft them, but only that Time, and they fank into ~ 
never after enquired after him; which to me was. very wonderful, that Defpait all 
in a Matter, fo very important, they fhould take fo little Care of Se- “°° 
crecy. But, by the Diftin@tion of Whig and Tory, they were come to 
fo perfeét a Confidence of one another, that their common Difcourfe 
was Treafon. And Fergufon boafted it for a Miracle, that fo many 
fhould know of their Defign, and none reveal it, They were now 
come almoft to the Point of Executicn, and wanted nothing but Men 
of an inferior Degree to commit the Affaffination, and begin the Buftle; 
the great Perfons would appear Time enongh afterwards ; {0 that they 
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were now in hafte, lifting Men in the City, and had, for that Purpofe, 
divided the City into twenty Parts, each Part being to furnifh s00 Men. 
This appeared by the Difcovery Keiling firt made. One Obfervation 
was made of the Temper of the Time; that whereas, before, there was 
never any Difcovery made at Whiteball, but prefently there was a coun- 
ter Report, ‘The Witnefles were berogued, and Pamphlets came dail 
out, to out-face the Bufinefs. Now, all was as damp as could be; ail 
the Whigs hung down their Heads, and faid, if there be fuch a Villainy, 
in Gon’s Name, let all concerned fuffer for it. And there was not one 
feditious Pamphlet came out for a good While, hardly till the Lord 
Ruffel’s Execution : 

CIV, « In the Progrefs of the Examination, one of the Lords declared, 
that a Friend of his had received Overtures Jrom Welt, that he would 
render himflf if be might have Hopes of Pardon; the Lords were very 
cautious not to affure him of his Pardon, but only to anfwer that, if 
be would yield up bimfelf, and make a Difcovery of all be knew, they 
would lay the Matter before the King, for him to do bis Pleafure, as the 
Matter foould deferve: But it was the only Way to make bim capable 
of the King’s Mercy, to do fo. Wereupon he rendered himéelf, and 
made an ample Confeffion, and, becaufe he had not an Affurance of 
Pardon, thought it was for that his Confeffion was not full enough; 
hereupon he feemed to rake his Memory for every little Thing that he 
knew, from Time to Time, to tell it: So that the Lords feldom met, 
but there were Letters and Papers of Difcovery from him. And when 
he was fent to Newgate, in order to his Trial, he was in the greateft 
Agony and Horror imaginable. But, upon his Example, Rum/ey rendered 
himfelf, who was thought a Man of that Circumfpedtion, that he would 
not venture in fuch a Defign without very confiderable Perfons, and great 
Probability of Succefs. He at firft propofed to yield himfelf to my. 
Lord Hunfdon, but, my Lord being a Papift, it was not thought fit, 
and it was wondered he fhould choofe him. He then made Overtures 
to the Duke of Albemarle, to yield himfelf to him, but would have 
Affurance of his Pardon, It was plainly told that, for that, he muft rely 
on the King’s Pleafure, who would do as he fhould deferve. 

CV. “He thereupon yielded himfelf, and defired he might firft be admitted 
to fpeak with the King, and the Duke; and this the King was pleafed 
to condefcend to, after he had been fearched. He then prefently de- 
clared the Meeting at Shepheard’s, and confirmed moft of what Wef had 
related. It was thought his defiring to fpeak with the King and the 
Duke, was to draw from them Affurances of Pardon, or to find whether 


* the King was willing the Duke of Monmouth fhould be accufed. He 
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was afterwards called before the Lords and examined, and thereupon 
Warrants were fent for the Duke of Monmouth, the Lord Ruffel, the 
Lard Grey, Ge. The Lord Rufel appeared in very great Confufion, 
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and refufed to anfwer particular Queftions, whereupon he was fent to 
the Tower. My Lord Grey did not at,all decline anfwering, but, with 
greateft Clearnefs in the World, made Profeffions of Loyalty, and de- 
nied all Ptactice againft the King. . But, when Rumfey was produced. 
Face to Face, he was dafhed, but prefently recollected his Spirits, and 
faid, be knew well enough be muft be committed, the Teftimony being upon 
Oath, though never fo falfe, and defired be might not be fent to Prifon 


“ 6 late, but might be permitted to le in bis own Lodgings, which was re- 
« fufed: But he was fo far gratified, as to be permitted to lie in the Ser- 
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jeant’s Houfe. This Liberty he made Ufe of fo, that he conferred with 
his Friends and, it is likely, provided for his Efcape. For the Serjeant 
was made drunk, or pretended to be fo, and juft as he fhould have en- 
tered into the Tower, he left the Serjeant afleep and walked away, took 
Boat and croffed the Thames, and.from thence efcaped to his own Houle 
at Ha/ftings, and afterwards founda Veffel that carried him into Holland, 
and the Serjeant was committed to the Tower in his Stead. 

CVI. “ Then did his Majefty fummon the Council, and iffued Procla- 
mations for the apprehending them. It feemed to many that Colonel 
Rumfey was very referved, and thought to give in his Difcovery at the 
Price of his Life, but kept a great deal more back, thinking to make 
more Friends by concealing, than Enemies by revealing, And it ap- 
peared fo, for after the Lord Ruffel’s Trial, when his Lordthip had 
denied the Teftimony of Colonel Rumféy, as to his being firft upon the 
Place, Rumfey was concerned at it, and told the King he then remem- 
bered my Lord Rufel faid, in fome Paffion, that Trenchard was a 
Coward, and the People were ready enough to rife, and he had a Mind. 
to go to Devonfhire, to fee his Eftate at Taviffock, where he had never 
been, and come back by Taunton, and head them himfelf, I wondered 
that Rumfey could forget this at the Trial; Wef and Rumfey having 
rendered themfelves without Affurance of Pardon, but as the Difcovery, 
they made, fhould deferve it. And Rum/ey having been fworn in order 
to the iffuing out Proclamations againft the Duke of Monmouth, &c. 
his Teftimony fhewed he was not to be profecuted ; but Weft, as he 
faid himfelf, knew too much to plead Not guilty, and too little to de- 
ferve his Pardon; and fome of the Council were averfe to Mercy to-. 
wards him, becaufe he had not only been earneft to prefs others to this. 
Villainy, but had bought the Arms wherewith the Affaffination was to. 
be performed. The King, whofe Nature always inclined to Mercy, 
faid, that if the Lords were fatisfied that Wett had told all he knew, 
there was no Reafon to bang him, becaufe he knew no more; and if Men, 
were to be faved for the Weight of their Difcovery, and not for the In- 
genuity of tt, it might be a Means to make a Man invent falfe Accu- 


‘* fations, which would be mifehievous and wicked. 
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CVII. “ Whereupon Weft was to be ufed as a Witnefs, though there 
was little Need of his Teftimony. One Accident contributed to the Sa- 
ving of Wef, viz. the taking of Walcot, who wrote a Letter to Secre- 
tary ‘fenkins, — appointed a Place; but his Heart failed, and he was 
taken in his Lodgings. Now, if he had come in upon Terms, or had 
not been taken, there had been a Kind of Neceffity of making Wef an 
Example. And, there was nothing of the Affaflination laid to the Lord 
Ruffel’s Charge. The Examinations of We? were not regarded much 
till it was known that he was to be ufed asa Witnefs. But, when that 
was determined, it was confidered that he had directly charged the Lord 
Howard of Eferick; and the King commanded he fhould be fecured, 
The Serjeant at Arms went with a Party of Horfe to his Houfe at 
Knightfbridge, and befet it; and going in to fearch for my Lord, though 
they found the Bed warm where he lay, and his Shoes, Breeches and 
Doublet, yet they could not find him, till, upon a third or fourth Search, 
they found him behind a tall Cupboard, where was a Chimney, which 
when they had difcovered, he came out in his Shirt, and yielded himéelf. 
Being brought before the King, at firft he declined anfwering, but after- 
wards defired to fpeak with the King and his Royal Highnefs, where he 
declared fo much of the Confpiracy as came to his Knowledge, and, in 
Subftance, what he faid in the printed Trials. Hereupon the Earl of 
Effex and Mr, Hambden were fent for; the Earl of E/fex appeared de- 
jected, and faid little, but that he did not imagine any one would fwear 
falfly againft him ; and made no Manner of Profeffions of Duty, as, if 
he would have appeared clear, he might have done. It was wondered 
at that he faid fo little; and Sir Philip Lloyd, that was fent with the Ser- 
jeant at Arms to feile his Papers, faid he was in fome Confufion at his 
own Houfe, and changed bis Mind twice or thrice; one While faying 
he would go on Horfeback, another While that he would go in his Coach, 
Mr. Haméden declined anfwering, and was fent to the Jower. It ap- 
peared by my Lord Howard's Teftimony, that he was but twice at 
their Meeting, and it was Wonder to fome, rather that they fhould ad- 
mit him at ‘thofe Times, than that they were thy of him afterwards. 

CVIII. « It may be boafted of by the Government that, in all thefe Exa- 
minations, there never was a leading Queftion made, by naming any 
Perfon, that was fufpicious, beforehand, but only fuch as naturally arofe 
from the Matter confefled. And the King was fo gracious, that he de- 
nied Mercy to no Man that appeared ingenuous and told his whole 
Knowledge; which appeared in the Cafe of Bourn, who was a young 
Man, a Brewer, at whofe Houfe Fergu/on lodged ; and, there being fo 
great a Refort to Fergufin, it was neceflary to make him privy to that 
Part of the Defign, and they being almoft ready for the Infurrection 
about London, he was to be engaged, and met the Confpirators in feveral 


oe. ADV n cee 2 aR eae ae gs a A ee gala Raar i: 


Cuapr. V. EXAMEN. 383 


« Efex, to go with Mead and fome Scotchmen into Holland, but was taken 
“ upon the Coaft. And when he was brought before the King, and ad- 
monifhed to tell Truth, he fell down upon his Knees, and defired the 
King’s Pardon, and would tell all he knew. The King bid him fpeak, 
“ and he made a plain Narrative how at firft he was engaged, and what: 
“ Tranfa@tions he was privy to; which agreed fo perfectly with the Tefti- 
mony of others, that the King declared he thought him at Jirft the moft 
ingenuous of all that had come in. It wasremarkable in Mr. Bourn, that 
he fpoke with a chearful Countenance, and fmiling, as if he was not 
concerned: Whether it was his Manner, or that his Refolution to be clear. 
gave him Affurance; but it was a Wonder to fome, that the Remem- 
brance of fuch a Defign fhould not create an Horror in him, 
CIX. « Mr. Shepheard, being fent for, refolved to declare his whole Shepheard ta~- 
Knowledge to the King ; and that he might do it with as little Trouble ken and tel: 
and Noife as could be, perfuaded his Relation, Sir Nathanael SFobnfon, to 4. 
introduce him with Affurance of ingenuous Behaviour ; and, according- 
ly, he declared all he knew, and, in particular, the Meetings at his Houfe, 
and the Difcourfes he had with Fergufon, and one Baily a Scotchman, 
«“ who was entrufted with that Part of the Treafon that concerned the Earl 
“ of Argyle, and the Rifing in Scotland, He defired the King that his 
«“ Name might be concealed, and he fhould be able to do confiderable 
Service by difcovering the Party that had great Confidence in him. But 
the King would have his Teftimony, and thought it was a Difcredit to a 
Witnefs to be a Spy, and rejeéted all Thoughts of it. Neverthelefs, af- 
terwards it was faid that Walcot gave Shepheard Notice of his Lodging, 
which, according to his Duty, he difcovered, and Walcot was taken up 
upon it, Rumfey prefled to have Shepheard farther examined, alledging: 
“ he knew more, But it feemed to the Lords, that Shepheard had been. 
fair; and Rumfey, that was fo ready to tax others, was fufpected him- 
felf for that Fault. 
CX. « Weft had charged Carleton Whitlock with the Knowledge of Trea- syjslock, Blas 
fon; and Whitlock, being fent for, acknowledged that Wef had told him vy, Jenks 
twice of it, and he afked the King’s Pardon ; whereupon he fet down Siti 
his Information, under his Hand, and heard no more of it. And Bila- fations rejec~ 
ney (a Short Hand Writer) was likewife accufed of being at Dinner at teé, the Re 
Colonel Rumfey’s, where, to avoid being underftood by the Servants, the King’s 
« they framed a Cant, and called the Defign of a general Rifing, the Leafe Lenity. 
and Releafe, and the Affaffination, the Bargain and Sale; which is a 
fhort Form of a Conveyance: And, thereafter, at Dinner, talked of: 
their Defigns, and at laft drank a Health to the good Execution of the 
Bargain and Sale, Blaney fell down on his Knees, afked Pardon, and 
confefled the whole, and made his own Relation in Writing, whereupon 
“ he was difcharged. Thefe Inftances fhew the King’s Clemency to all. 
who gave Teftimony of Repentance, by acknowledging their Fault. The 
«. King: 


re 


¢ 


a aA aR 
a Aa BRR 


aaa 
SR ARB 


manana 
FRR SS 


a 8 


Lae ee 


aR RR A 


a 


u@ 


384 EXAMEN. Parr Il, 


“ King likewife fhewed great Juftice. When Perfons of ill Famé came to 
be Accufers, he would not receive them ; and when Perfons, that were Ac- 
cufers, behaved themfelves fo that, by their Behaviour and that of Per- 
fons accufed, the King believed the Accufations to be falfe, he would 
difcharge the Parties fometimes with Security for the Peace; and when 
Security for the Peace was taken, it was becaufe the Perfons were other- 
wife fufpected. Treafon was charged upon Sfenks, one of the bufiett 
Men in the City, in oppofing the King’s Intereft, and ftickling for fac- 
“ tious EleGtions; but the Accufation, though home enough, was not very 
probable, and ‘Sfenks denied it with great Affurance. Don Lewis came 
to offer his Difcovery, and was rejected. Rejoice Fox, the Black{mith, 
would have renewed his Accufation againft the Earl of Clare’s Steward, 
but was not received. Car would have gone into Holland to have given 
Intelligence of the Fugitives, but the King would not employ him. 
Starkey and CXI, « One Starkey, that was Aaron Smith’s Clerk, and Hartfhorn, 


Bees: dif « that was Goodenough’s Clerk, two leud Men, profered their Services to 
covere [Aaron 


Smith, bar “ the Earl of Sunderland to difcover Traitors, and, having a Warrant, 
proved « ferretted aron Smith out of his Lodgings, which was, fo far, good 
Rogues. “ 


Service, and fuch an Earneft as they were entrufted farther, and went 
into Buckingham/bire with a Party of Horfe.for that Purpofe, But they 
played fuch Freaks, that they. were apprehended as foon as they came 
home, and ordered to be tried for their Lives. To avoid this Profecu- 
tion, they gave Information of Treafon againft two Brothers, one Sy- 
‘*« mon Main, a Gentleman of Buckinghamfbire,.and one Main, a Lin- 
‘nen Draper, and great Stickler for Fadtion, and a Setary, but, upon 
*« hearing them, they were difmiffed. Afterwards Hari/bern gave Intel- 
“ ligence to the Earl of Clare, that Starkey had a Defign to accufe him 
“and diverfe others falfly, and would have fuborned himfelf and diverfe 
“* others in Goal to join in the Accufation, and that he had a Mind to hold 
“ Starkey in Hand to fee the Bottom of his Defign, but he would be 
‘¢ faithful to his Lordfhip. And the Truth is, the Earl of Clare was not 
** fo wary as not to deal with this Fellow, but gave his Letter to my Lord 

« Privy Seal. : 
Maffey's, Sham- CXL. <* One Maffey, that was in the King’s Bench Prifon, a Fellow of 
plot ion the “ a notable verfatile Wit, that had lived at Braintree, in Effex, and knew 
Braintree Men: <¢ all the factious Men thereabouts, fent Information in Writing, and, 
“ upon Oath made before the Marthal, a Juftice of Peace, againft di- 
« verfe of the Inhabitants of Braintree, of dire& Treafon, they were fent 
“ for. Mafey, being in Execution for Debt, could not well be brought 
‘« Face to Face, but had fo perfuaded the Marfhal, that he believed him, 
« and told the Lords of the Council fo, and likewife believed that the Men 
“« of Braintree had been tampering with him, and would kill him if they 
could not take him off. But, upon hearing the. Country People, they 
** told their Story with fo much Plainnefs, and without Affectation or 


«¢ Earneft, 
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Earneft, that they were believed, and difcharged upon the firft Hearing, 
without fo much as confronting or fending for Maffey, It appeared, by 
“ their Relation, that Majfey was a poor Shoemaker, and, having been at 
‘* London, came Home with a Tale that he had a Brother at Mevis, who 
“ died rich, and left him to the Value of 10,000/ That there was a 
« Partner, one Delaw, 2 Frenchman, who had promifed to fend him over 
“* the Effeéts of it, but he would not truft him. That fome Merchants 
“* had-offered him 8000/. but he knew he could have more. He pre~ 
** tended to be fick, and made his Will, and gave to feveral of his Neigh- 
** bours large Legacies; and, though he did not dye, yet he made many 
“ Friends that lent him Money to maintain him until he could receive his 
“own. In the Heat of the Popi/b-Plot, he {aid that his Brother’s Part. 
“* ner was a Papift, and would have him allow 500/, out of his Eftate, 
“* for carrying on the Defign. This was laid hoid on, and he was made 
** much of, and brought to London to have his Information drawn, which 
“ was to be carried to the Oxford Parliament; and this ftill made him 
“* more dear to his Neighbours, and gave him Opportunity to get farther 
into their Debts. Which Life he continued, till fome of them coming 
to London, by Chance, found many Tales falfe, and, upon Enquiry, de- 
“ tected him to be an arrant Cheat, Thereupon his Creditors fell upon 
“him, and, with much ado, he was taken and caft into Prifon. This 
beitig the Story of Mafey, without more ado, the Countrymen were dif. 
charged, with fome Blame that they had not profecuted him for a Cheat, 
which if they had done, his Oath could never have given them fo 
* much Trouble, 
CXIIL. « The Earl of Effex’s killing himfelf in the Tower having made gat of Ef- 
He had expreffed Confufion when he was feifed, and appeared dejected eer ubelg 
upon his Examination. After he had been a little While in the Tower, 
he fent to defire the Earl of Clarendon might come and {peak with him ; 
which the Earl (having obtained Leave) did, and, at his firft coming 
to him, he faid, Brother, you may imagine I am acquainted with thefe 
Lodgings, for I lay bere eighteen Months with my Father, when be was 
@ Prifoner, The Earl of Clarendon replied, Ay, Brother, that was ‘a 
Zlorious Occafion, I am Sorry to fee you bere upon fo different Account, 
The Earl of Efex then told him he had a Defire to fpeak with him : 
He had fomething lay upon his Spirits, that the King faid to him, which 
had been fo great a Trouble to him, that he had not flept in two Nights, 
and he had-a great Defire to fatisfy his Friends upon it, It was that 
the King, upon his Examination, faid, my Lord, you fee what becomes 
of your Wapping Friends; and concluded from thence that the King 
believed him engaged with them in the Affaffination. This was a great 
Trouble to him, and he defired the Earl of Clarendon to go to his Ma- 


* jefty, and likewife the Lords of the Council, that were his Acquaintance, 
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© and clear him in this Matter, and to affure them he was as clear of any 
* Defign againft the King’s Perfon as any Man whatever. This the Earl 
<< of Clarendon told to one of the Lords to acquit himfelf of his Promife, 
««-efteeming him one of the Friends the Earl of E/fex meant. 

CXIV. “ Within a Day or two after, before the Lord Ruffel’s Trial was 
«© over, on which Day the Earl of Effex killed himfelf; when the News 
«© came that he had cut his own Throat, that Lord refleGted upon it, and 
‘ thought that the Anguith of his Mind was fo great, confidering the Dif- 
“ appointment of his ambitious Defigns, the Stain of Ingratitude that lay 
“upon him for confpiring to make Troubles againft the King, that had 
« been fo bountiful a Mafter ; and the paft happy Condition, which he had 
« changed for fo much the worfe, when he deferted the King’s Service, 
“ that that Lord believed he could take no Reft, and his Life was bur- 
¢ thenfome to him. He ufed to commend the Action of the Earl of Nor- 
“ thumberland, that prevented an Attainder by killing himfelf in the 
“ Tower, to fave his Honour and Eftate to his Family. But he did .not 
“ think this was the Caufe, his Judgment was greater than not to know 
« there was Time enough, he not being indiéted yet ; he had many Months 
“ Refpite, and might have other Hopes, there being but one direct Witnefs 
« againft him, But he was of a melancholy Difpofition, and could not 
“© bear fo miferable a Condition as he was fallen into. 

CXV. “ There was the greateft Surprife in the World at the News, 
“ and my Lord Arlington, who was Conftable of the Tower, took Care to 
« Jay hold of the Servants that waited upon my Lord, that.there might be 
‘© a ‘clear Account given of the Truth of it, And the Coroner’s Inqueft 
“ was fummoned, who fat upon the Body the next Day, and brought in 
their Verdi€ according to the Evidence that was given in, The Lady 
Ruffel, that came to that Lord, to defire that her Hufband might find 
“ Mercy from the King, faid fhe was confident, that the Sight of her Huf- 
«“ band, pafling by to his Trial, troubled the Earl of Effex to confider that 
« he had been the Occafion that the Lord Howard (who witneffed their 
*« Treafon) was admitted into their Company, and made him do that Vio- 
« lence to himfelf immediately after. Some, that confidered my Lord of 
“ Effex had been kept in my Lord Fever/bam’s Houfe, becaufe the Serjeant 
«at Arms had not fit Accommodation, faid it was well my Lord did not 
“ find Means to kill himfelf there, for he had none of his own Servants 
« with him; and it had been eafy to have raifed a Scandal, as if he had 
“ been murdered. It was little thought, when the Truth was made fo 
« manifeft by all Circumftances, that any falfe Reports of it could obtain ; 
“ but there was an Accident that gave the Faction fome Hopes they might 
find Credit for a Lye of this Nature; and it was this. 

CXVI. « One Edwards, a Boy of between 12 and 13 Years old, going 
- « with his Brother to School, and hearing that the King and the Duke were 


« .y be in the Tower (there being fome Works newly finifhed, they went 
“ to 
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“ to view them) refolved to play the Truant, and go into the Tower to fee 
« the King: And, when he came home, he told of the Earl of Effex’s cut- 
“ ting his Throat with a Razor. It was fo ftrange to his Mother, that the 
“‘ chid him for lying, (for he was ufed to lye) he, to make it out, faid he 
*« faw the bloody Razor, and there was a Hand that threw it out of the 
«“ Window; and he was going to take it up, but a Maid came out of the 
* Door and took it up, This Tale of the Boy began to be talked of, and 
« there were Enquiries, and his eldeft Sifter thereupon afked him ferioufly 
« whether it were a Lye or no, and he told her the next Day it was a 
“ Lye, Neverthelefs one Braddon, of the Temple, took upon him to ma- 
* nage the Bufinefs, and drew up the Information of the Boy formally, and 
«« made the Boy fet his Hand to it; and likewife took the Examination of 
«: the Mother, and went to Sir Robert Clayton, and befpoke him to take 
« thefe Informations privately, which he refufed to do. Whereupon he 
« would not proceed before him, but carried the Boy and his Sifter to have 
« ‘the Oath taken before the Earl of Sunderland, one of the principal Se- 
“© cretaries of State; but he, perceiving the Bufinefs, informed the King 
« of it, and the King would be prefent when the Boy was examined, and 
“ fome Lords of the Council were there, The King charged the Boy to 
«¢ tell him if the Thing were Truth or a Lye, and the Boy confefled it 
« was a Lye. The King bid him tell who put him upon that Lye, and he 
« faid Nobody, but he had played the Truant and, for fear of being beaten 
** when he came Home, he told it. Thereupon Braddon was examined, 
«« who appeared with the greateft Impudence imaginable, and owned all 
« his Tranfactions; the Boy, in the King’s Prefence, and before his Face, 
«< denying the Thing. And he was reproved, and told he might have 
«« gone to my Lord Mayor, or the Coroner, or to fome Judge, or Juftice 
“ of the Peace, to have had the Boy examined fairly, and not to have 
«* written a Depofition to make him fwear to, and manage the Bufinefs 
“ privately. It looked like Subornation to defame the Government, and 
« he would be profecuted for it, Whereupon he was ordered to find Sure. 
“ ties to appear and an{wer the Law. 
CXVII. « Neverthelefs, this Braddcn went to work afrefh, and took a Braddon the 
«« Journey into the Country, with Copies of thefe intended Depofitions, Manager his 
“of an idle, but more fubtle, Girl of the fame Age, and went to find eae 
*« out a Man that, upon the very Day of the Earl of Effex’s killing him- tions thereon, 
«« felf, and the very Hour, fhould report the Thing a hundred Miles off ; 
«« and this Man was a Papift. It is imagined it would have been eafy for 
«¢ the Faction to have found fuch a Man as would have fworn it. But this 
“ Braddon was taken, asa dangerous Perfon, by a Juftice of Peace, and had 
«a Letter of one Speak taken about him, fignifying that he was going to 
« old Sir Robert Atkins, whofe Advice he was to take in the Bufinefs, and 
«« was to be called by the Name of ‘Ychnjon ; and it was faid in the Letter, 
« that they queftioned not but to bring this Bufinefs upon the Stage before 
Cece « thac 
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“ they fhould bring any other of the Prifoners to Trial. Whereupon 
«< Speak, who wrote that Letter, was apprehended, and charged to find 
« good Bail to anfwer the Law. Confidering this Attempt to defame 
« the King and the Government with fo vile and black a Crime, not 
«* only againft all Probability, but all Manner of Evidence, muft make a 
«< deep Impreffion upon any one, not only of the Villainy of the Fa¢tion 
* but, of the Difficulties that great Men muft ftruggle with. For the Thing 
*« being done in broad Day, when his own Servants were about him, when 
*¢ the Tower was full of Company, his Body found in that Manner, the Exami+ 
* nation freth and public, the Coroner’s Inqueft fitting upon him, and all the 
« World fatisfied: 1. If the Faction thall be fo wicked, inftead of honouring 
« the King, or worfhipping the God of Truth, to fuborn Teftimony to poffeis 
«¢ the World with fo infamous a Falfity, what is there which they would not 
“ perpetrate, if they might do it with Safety? What innocent Man would they 
*< not opprefs by Perjury, or Murder, or any Way, if he ftood in their Way? 
« 2, If the World‘is fo apt to take Impreflions againft the Government, 
« that fo palpable and villainous a Lye can gain Ground, how eafily, in 
«. indifferent Matters, may the Government be traduced, and loofe the 
«« AffeGtions of the People that are greedy after Novelty, and apt to take 
s: all Things in the worft Part, and can hardly have Means to know either 
« the Affections or Actions of good Princes, but as they are reprefented 
« to them by others? Therefore it is neceflary to the Being of the Govern+ 
“ ment, I. that it fhould have Power, not only to withftand the Conf quences 
« of fuch evil Reports, but to punifh them. 2. That it fhould be tteddy, 
«and not affrighted or put out of the Way by fuch filly Motions, but 
« court the People by doing well and wifely, and no other Way. 
The Reality,  CXVIII. « This Carriage makes one believe the Faction intends, within 
and Extent of ¢ a little While, to perfuade the World that this Confpiracy was no. ge- 
ie Se « neral Defign of the Party, but fome weak Men, drawn in by fome 
coveries. « Spies and Decoies of the Court, that did on Purpofe accufe them for 
« hearing what the Accufers themfelves difcourfed. Therefore I will ob- 
« ferve what undeniable Marks there are of the Reality and Danger of 
“ this Confpiracy. The Difcovery of 80 Mufquets in the Lord Grey’s Houfe, 
« that were packed in Matts, as he pretended, to be carried into the Coun- 
“ try, but carried dire@ly up Stairs and hid in a Garret. There was hardly 
« abufy Man about the Town, but hada filken Coat of Armour anda Blun- 
derbufs. Humpbreville had three or four, and Swords, &c.and the Ban- 
deliers filled with Powder, when they were taken. Charlton had a Suit 
«. of filk Armour found hid after Search of his Houfe. One Meriot had g 
or 10 Mufquets newly fixed, denied upon Search, but found afterwards, 
Friend of Taunton had 12 Mufquets that were fent by the Carrier, and 
lay in other Men’s Houfes. A Cheft of Arms were found at Bridgewa- 
“ ter. Major Wildman had two Field-Pieces, with Carriages, found in his 
« Honfe, and hid in feveral Places under Billets and. Straw. An ordinary 
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“* Shopkeeper at Birmingham (that married the Sifter of Holloway of Briftol, 
«one of the Confpirators) had three Mufquets, and pretended to have 
«taken them for Debt, but they were hid, In Somerfetfhire fome of 
“ Cromwell's Soldiers were befpoke to take their former Employment of 
** trooping, and in Shrop/hire a Gentleman, of 2 or 3000 /, per Annum, 
“«« was difcovered to have 50 Mufquets, which he concealed and would not 
«< own, but by Parcels, when he faw they were refolved to fearch, and muft 
« find them, And they likewife found 700 Weight of Powder hid under 
** Ground; and when they were upon Search, one of the Company put his 
« Stick into an Oven, and felt fomething which, upon ftirring, jingled,which 
“« occafioned the emptying the Oven of Afhes, among which they found 50 
« Pike Heads, It feems Mr, Fofer, to conceal them, had fawed the Pikes into 
*¢ fmall Pieces, and privately burnt them in the Oven, and forgot to take 
« away the Iron Heads of them. This Provifion of Arms and Powder, 
* in Shropfhire, made it very probable, as Colonel Rum/ey difcovered, that 
“ Shrew/bury was to be feifed, which is a walled Town, ill affected, and 
«« in the Caftle were 38 Barrels of Powder, 112 Pound to the Barrel; and 
« Arms for 300 Men, and great Guns. The Caftle is ftrong by Situation, 
‘and lies fo conveniently, that either from the North or Weft, or Midland, 
* or Wales, the Party might eafily refort thither ; and, if they could baffle 
« the Militia, and draw the King’s Forces out of Town,. they gained 
« their End, 

CXIX. “ A Letter had been taken from one Gourdon of Earls-Town in A vetter had: 
«« Scotland, which was wrote by Nijbet at London before the Difcovery of eee 
“the Plot, dated March before, that did plainly declare the Confpiracy. The Tain. 
«© Upon Search in the River of Newcaffle by the Cuftom Houfe Officers, Bands kept up: 
« the Box, wherein this Letter was, being thrown into the Water in Sight by Accident, 
« of the Officers, was refcued by them, and Gouwrdon carried into Scot- 
«« Jand, and fentenced to dye, It was told that, a little before this Dif. 
* covery, and when they had a real Purpofe to rebel, it was moved, that 
“ now. there was no need of keeping up the extraordinary Watch in the 
« City by Train Bands; and there was a Refolution taken of laying them 
‘« down, but the. Difcovery prevented it. This wasa pretty Artifice to pre- 
** vent any formed Force of the City, to give them Difturbance in the At- 
« tempt they were to make. 

‘© CXX. It may be wondred at that, with fo few Arms anda Party {6 The Defizgn 
« little formed, wife Men fhould frame a Defign againft the King that, pee ceding ie 
*« befides the Militia and the Affection of the loyal fprightly Gentry, and Govenmens 
« the Fleet and the Garrifons, had the Kingdom of Scotland and Ireland 
«in very good Condition; and truly, if they did not know of the Affafii- 
** nation, it was altogether hazzardous; but, if they did’go upon that, 
« it was too fure, for all thefe Strengths had mouldered away. There had 
« been a perfeét Chaos; no Lord Lieutenant, no Deputy Lieutenant, no 
«« Judge, no Juftice of Peace, no Sherriff in the Kingdom; Nothing but 
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“ ftanding Magiftrates of Corporations, which are, for the moft Part, ill 


« affedted, and, where they were loyal, might foon have been difpatched, 
« This had been, as Wef termed it, a Diffolution of the Government; 
« and they would have had the World at Will, till their own Wicked- 
« nefs and Divifions had deftroyed them. 

CXXI. “I have fancied the Oppofitions that would then have arofe 
« amongft them, The old Republican Party would have feifed upon the 
« Crown and Bifhop’s Lands, and Cavaliers Eftates, and aimed at their 
« fancied Commonwealth. In Order to which, they would have ftruck in 
« with fome of the Conteftors for the Crown, in Hopes to unhorfe them, 
«: when the common Enemy had been vanquifhed, The Story of the black 
« Box would have been made not only authentic but canonical, Upon this 
« Ground were the Duke of Monmouth’s Pretenfions, he fhould have been 
«« made a Property by all; he fhould have been the ftalking Horfe to the 
« Commonwealth, and the Cat’s Foot to the other Party, to ftir the Bufi- 
« nefg firft, and beat the Buth for others, Can any one believe the P. 
< of O. whofe Wife was next Heir, would have endured this tamely ? 
« Would not the loyal Men appear for the true Owner? And is he fo ill 
«© beloved by the Whigs, who have a Refuge in the Low Countries, that 
« none of them would have taken his Part? The great Eftates and Politi- 
“« cians, that aimed at the Repofe of their Country, would they have 
« placed it upon the Foundation of the black Box, or upon the true 
« Right ? In the Bill of Exclufion why was not the next Heir named, but 
« to gratify both thefe Parties? God knows what Miferies thefe Kingdoms 
« muft have fuffered before thefe Controverfies had been decided. The 
« wifeft of them all might have been deceived, as the Commonwealth of 
« Rome was, who thought the young Man Ca/ar Auguffus might eafily 
« have been pulled down, when the other two Triumvirs were deftroyed, 

CXXII, « This was the Profpect if fo wicked a Proje& had been per- 
“ mitted to fucceed: But let us fee what rational View there was with- 
« out it. For it is hard to conceive fo many confidering Men would en- 
« gage in any Attempt, fo highly criminal, without appearing Probability of 
« Succefs. Their Fear was, that the King fhould have a Parliament, that 
« fhould not be able to prevail upon him, becaufe he had found out a 
«« Way to live of his own, They were more afraid that the Temper of the 
« People, being confiderably compofed, as being convinced of the Falfity 
« of the Alarms of Popery, and imminent Danger they continually fug- 
« gefted to them, there might be a Parliament firm to the Crown and 
« Church, that would make Laws to eftablifh them, not to be fhaken in 
« the prefent Age. Hereupon they were to make fome Stirs or Rebellion, 
« whereby the King fhould be driven into Neceffity, They only could eafe 
« him, They would invite him with fair Promifes, and prefs him to call 
« a Parliament, that it might be acknowledged to be of their Doing, and 
« keep up a Force till the Parliament fhould be able to fetter him, as it 
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“ was in 1641. In the Succefs whereof they might promife themfelves.- 
« Greatnefs, and not be outwitted by their own Armies, as they were be- 
«* fore (but it would have been hard for them to have prevented it) they 
“* might certainly have made the King and Kingdom great Trouble. If 
* they had paid Argyle 10000 /. as they agreed, to buy Arms, and he had 
« raifed a Party in Scotland; if they had feifed Shrewfbury and had made it 
«a Seat of a War, their Party was ready enough, violent and wicked, 
«No Man knows whether the Jower, Fleet, the Cuftoms, would have 
«© ftood firm, what Part of the Militia ; for the loyal Party might have 
«been quickly deftroyed as Papifts: The Revenue would have failed, or 
«« might have been feifed by the Rebels; all the Cry would have been for a 
«Parliament. 

CXXIII. « This was the Face on the one Side. On the other, if The Attempt 

*¢ there had been any Difappointment or Baffling of the firft Motions. they eee 
«* muft have been ruined. No, though they had not been crufhed at the Adjunét of the 
« Beginning, yet, if the King could have made any Stand, in Probability, ®. 
«« they muft have been defeated and ruined. So that although it may be 
fuppofed the whole Party would have appeared upon the firft Motion, 
and the Confpiracy was well and generally formed, which is credible, 
although the Particulars are not yet detected; yet the Undertaking was 
rafh and irrational in all that were not privy to the Affaffination, who, 
though it were fo great a Wickednefs as could not be communicated to 
a Man of Worth, yet would have fecured all the Ends of their Prepara- 
tions, and rendered the fame infallible, which they imagined fallible and 
hazzardous, It was a great Providence of God to difcover the blackeit 
Part of this Confpiracy in the firft Place, which brought an Odium on 
the whole Party, who, otherwife, would have been ready enough to have 
** owned and juftified thefe violent Courfes, they had contrived, to bring the 
«« King and Government into their Power.” 

CXXIV. Now I hope it is plain enough what it was that this Au- The Author 
thor’s pretended Tyranny and Popery of the Government gave a true Rife 0m bila 
to, which they called @ Fanatic Plot. He allows of no Plot, but only fays sorts, 1. Qua- 
they called ita Fanatic one, I need not exaggerate the Meafures of this lity. 2. Vik 
Confpiracy ; the Items of it are fufficient to excite Horror, and Nothing = 
can come nearer the worft of it, than the Part this Author has taken, 
by being acceffary after the Fact, to make it all good, as will be far- 
ther made appear. In the mean Time I muft note to the ingenuous, 
that this Account of the Difcovery in all the Steps of the Proceeding, 
though fhort, being fet down at the Time, though, in a Manner, rap- 
tim ox extempore (which beft fuits with Truth) fufficiently declares, on the 
one Side, the Nature of the Plot, and, on the other, the Integrity of the 
Government, at a Time when the King himfelf attended, and (aided by his 
Council and Miniftry) direéted all that was done. There are other Ac- 
counts extant, of which anon. In the mean Time, let me take a Turn or 
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‘two of RefleGtion upon this moft atroce Machine, There were two Orders or 
Claffes of Men chiefly concerned; firft thofe of Quality and Fortune. 
‘Their Part was Headfhip and Countenance, as much as any Thing 
elfe: Such being very neceffary, where the People were to be influenced 
and wrought with, or might be drawn to oppofe. But it is not likely 
that the Engineers would depend upon them for any clofe Application to 
Bufinefs, efpecially where Dangers and Surprifes continually emerge, and 
defperate Perfeverances are abfolutely neceflary for the Work: In fuch Cafes, 
the Sir Fohn’s and Sir Thomas's, that, at firft, are as hot as Charcoal, go out 
of themfelves, This Branch of the Work wascalled, and moft properly, The 
Lord Ruffel’s Plot, becaufe the Difcovery fell fecondarily upon him, though 
ptior in Fact, and upon Trial he was attainted and fuffered; though others, 
more fit to have been made Examples, were efcaped by Flight. The other 
Order or Clafs was of more inferior and obfcure Perfons, and fuch as, if 
in any Thing openly diftinguifhable, as to their Characters, from the reft of 
Mankind, it was by their perpetual fidging about from Place to Place, as 
they did, upon Affairs of Libels, Sedition and Treafon: Such as Wef, 
Goodenough, Aaron Smith, Fergufon, and diverfe others, as, upon other Oc- 
cafions, hath been already obferved. 
CXXV. The firft Order of thefe undertook to mafter the Guards, fe- 
4 Lord Rafe’s cure the Perfon of the King, head and encourage the Infurreétion, to 
PlotfortheIn- make jt as general as might be, in Order to bring about their Defign, as 
funeBtion. ® she Lord Rujél worded it, in a parliamentary Way. And it was no flight 
tion at theRye. Encouragement to thefe that, in their Efteem, the immediate Power of 
the Government was to fall into their Handling, The other Order, or Clafs, 
had the Management of the Ruffian Part, of diffolving the Government 
with the Touch of a Trigger, killing King and Duke both at a Shoot, 
This was to the Purpofe, and might be called doing Bufinefs a-/a-mode de 
Ravilliac. It did not appear that the former were privy to what thefe in- 
tended ; and it is certain that, whether they knew it or not, the Matter 
never was brought ir Ja Tapis, and difcourfed at fuch Councils, or pro- 
mifcuous Meetings; as in the Difcovery appeared. Which thews, at leaft, a 
Diftinétion in the Conduét of the whole. And as, in general, it is not rea- 
fonable to accufe Men of Quality of fuch deep-died Intents, before they do 
certainly appear, but rather to take the moft favourable Conftruction: fo, 
in the Cafe of the Lord Ruel, 1 muft needs conclude him innocent of the 
Rye Defign, that he meant only ordinary Infurreétion Treafon. And 
whereas the Writer of the Memorial, for Want of a tolerable Account of 
the leaft Difcretion in the Infurre@tion, without the Rye, is induced to fuf- 
pect that all the Heads, of the one Clafs, as well as of the other, knew 
of, and depended on that, I may, I think, thew another Dependance as 
firm and fuitable to their Genius; which may clear the moft confiderable 
of them, from a fuppofed Guilt of fo vile a Fad, 
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CXXVI. Bat, as for the faStious Party in a general View, ftyle them Fa- 
natics, Whigs, Republicans, Cheators or Cheateds, as you pleafe, I take 
them all, from the one End to the other, to have had fome Part or Share 
in this Confpiracy, more or lefs flagrant aceording to Circumftances, and 
as the Engineers found Reafon to employ them, For, laying afide the two 
main Branches, before infifted on, the Party, in Point of Capacity, was fub- 
divifible, or diftributable into almoft as many Qualifications, as Perfons, 
And we may imagine that the Engineers, with their Underpullers, confi- 
dered every notable Perfon of the Party, and his Chara@er, and the reft, 
as common Fry, in Lumps, or Shoals, what they would bear, entertain, or 
a@, and. how confiding ; and thereafter determined what was to be commu- 
nicated, and in what Manner, and what to be kept in Poigne, fecret from 
them; and accordingly affigned their Parts, and they took their refpective 
Pofts. It cannot be imagined that thefe execrable Attificers, that employed the 
Rye Sparks, durft acquaint many, and efpecially fome of their Party on 
whom they had great Reliance, becaufe the latter flattered themfelves with 
having had a Species of Honour and good Meaning, (though upon Bizarr 
Principles) together with fo black a Defign. They would have anfwered, 
to fuch Propofitions, No, we will have Nothing to do with infamous 
Affaffins. 

CXXVII. This, I prefume, was the Character of the Confpiracy, ref- 
pecting the ordinary Communication of them at Meetings of various Sorts ; 
that is, in fome Meafure, not trufting one another. And the fame Confideration 
took Place even in the moft retired Cabals of thofe who feemed to have an 
entire Confidence in each other; for even thofe varied in Aims as much ag 
fome little good Meaning and none at all varied. And it feems that the 
Lord Rufel and his Company had Aims apart, which each kept to himélf, 
and did not communicate: They did not all fith alike deep, though, in the 
ordinary Means, they agreed. One may well wonder therefore how they 
came to be fo well cemented, and have fo entire a Confidence as feemed to 
take Place among them. As, for Inftance, Shaftfbury, Duke of Mon- 
mouth, Lord Howard, Lord Ruffel, of whom the latter only could pretend 
to any Degree of Virtue. The chief Energy of this Society was mutual 

.Encouragement ; and, I guefs, it was fo contrived (though I do not com- 
mend the Effects) that the worft kept up the Spirits of the beft ; if I may fo 
fay where there was none good, Although the Rye Defign was not com- 
municated, yet it had its Influence in Whifpers and Corner Difcourfes; for 
fo fubtile Men work with the Unwary. As to fay—all is fafe, depend upon 
me; I cannot give an Account yet, but all our Ends will be anfwered, And, 
at this Rate, fome willbe fearful to enquire farther, and others mind i not. 
And thus a Confidence fpreads, from one to another, through an whole 
Party. Every one is affured becaufe another affures him; and fo, in many 

_ Stages, branching out from the Cabals to the Coffee-Houles. And very 
‘few imagined what-lay at the Bottom: at leat not that tt wae {mn cees hog 
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They were glad to hear the Work would be done, and hoped it would 
be juttified. Under this Confideration take the Earl of Efex's Cafe. It is 
very likely he knew of the Rye Defign, but was not of it. Some officious 
Perfons might acquaint him, as an Intimate in the Con{piracy, that a Par- 
cel of Men had undertaken fomewhat very bold; but not what, or when, 
though he could not but guefs, and his great Fault was not interpoling leaft 
perfonal Harm might fall upon the King. And that Matter ftuck in his 
Mind, and made him defire to be cleared to the King, that he was in no 
Defign againft his Perfon ; but he did not fay he knew of no fuch De- 
fign: And not being able to clear his own Mind, as to that, would not 
live, So unhappy is it to be neither good enough nor bad enough, 
Thevery Rab- CXXVIIL As for the Vulgus of the Fa@ion, we know very well what 
bic one their Employ was: To run about whifpering here and there; by which 
on hind, Management they kept up the Spirits of their Fools, whofe Fire, without a 
viz. Whilpers. continual Padbulum of freth News, Talk, and Hopes, would go out. 
Amongtt thefe, the Cues and Hints went about ; honeft, drunken, lying 
Fellows, good Company, and always dear Friends. A Nod, witha Wink, 
had a notable Signification; and if it followed—. have Patience, you fhall 
fee I know fomewhat extraordinary will be done, and foon, which 
will fecure all on our Side, And thus paffively wicked were thefe Under- 
lings or Fry of the Party ; they knew of the Intrigue no more, and were 
concerned as the Wood of Drums, and the Brafs of Trumpets were in the 
War. They had their Parts to pafs to and fro in Companies and Reforts, 
and cry Grievances, Popery, French, and arbitrary Government; to frequent 
tumultuous Conventicles, tumultuate themfelves and excite others, as the 
Word or Signal was given out; and if wife by their Acres, or, in a Word, 
Wifeacres, it was expected the Guineys fhould come out, for the Ufes of 
Mobbing. Now this Sort of People were fo far from bearing the Notion 
of a bloody Affaffination, that the common Idea of Treafon, Hanging, 
Drawing, &c. had made them ftart and fneak away. Nay, it conquered the 
Zeal of the Anabaptift Keiling, and he could not hold eafing himfelf by a 
Confeffion of it; and that out of pure internal Motive, without any Invi- 
tation, Temptation, or any external Inducement whatfoever. 
The mot ti: CXXIX, But all this While, the Drivers of thefe weak Cattel, knew 
midous ‘ well enough that, if once they got Footing in Power, and could, as they 
warhadbeen term it, have made a Stand, and fo have thewed a probable fair Game to 
fierce; Atifts be carried through, whatever the Steps to it had been, better, worfe, or 
atthe Helm. worft of all, thefe Sparks had come in all in Shoals, as fharing the Booty. 
Though their Fancy could fcarce have flown fo high as to conceive by 
what Means the Government could have been maftered, yet factum valet, 
fay they, and then take, into Familiarity, Thoughts which, before, had 
made their Skin run into a Chagrin. Thus was a broad difperfed Faction 
managed, and made to co-operate in a moft hellifh Defign, of which the 
Particulars would not bear the Mention; or mentioned, would have made 
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them fall in Pieces like a Rope of Sand. But, as it was ordered with taci- 
turn Skill, each took his Part, as if affigned in a Play, and as they were capa- 
ble to rehearfe and at, without being puzzled with Decorums, or other Mat- 
ters proper for the reft. All thefe Confiderations make me conclude that 
there were, at the Head of this Confpiracy, Politicians, as well as Purfes, 
of-the firft Magnitude ; who could direct a Difpofition fo very prudently, 
with Regard to Perfons and Charaéters, as was done; and then keep it 
alive fo long as they did together. The Earl of Shaft/bury, who probably 
was one of them, fhewed himfelf an able Minifter of Plots ; for, after the 
Infurrection began to flacken, he concluded all was loft, and retired, by 
which he faved himfelf. 

CXXX. I have hitherto confidered the Cafe of this Confpiracy, as it Later Events 

ftood upon the Difcovery, and whereupon the Writer of the Memorial refolve fome 
hath beftowed his Reflections: But it is no lefs reafonable now to adjoin the Pusat 
Events that have fince happened in the Public, to fee if thofe have made 
any Change, fo as to vary thofe Surmifes he has made. And I cannot but 
think, if he had lived till our Days, inftead of bufking for an Affurance to 
the Confpirators of the firft Rank, without Knowledge of the Rye Defign, 
he would have fallen dire@tly upon Hd, and have found other Employ- 
ment for the P of O. than, after a Surprife at the Rye, to have 
come over to contend with Monmouth or a Commonwealth. For, fetting 
the Rye afide, and fuppofing only a bare InfurreGtion, with the Ruffellian De- 
fign of hampering (that is, in fhort, depofing) the King ina Parliamentary 
Way; what Affiftances might not have come over from Hamusued? And 
what could be needed more than, as now we fee, might have been de- 
pended on from thence? Then the P. of O—— mutt of Neceffity have 
come over to affift his Uncle againft Monmouth, and the Commonwealth: 
And we know the Efficacy of fuch Affiftances, It had been an eafy Paci- 
fication to keep the Forces alive, and come to treat of a Peace with the 
Parliament, It is no new Model; and I would afk in whofe Hands the 
Adminiftration, Regency, or call it as you pleafe, would have been put 
into? If any one fays it would have fallen hard upon the Duke and his 
Succeffion, I anfwer it follows that, for a Guard to that, the P—— of 
oO muft have had all the Force ; and the Cafe, of two Brothers or one 
flying into France, had been much the fame, 

CXXXI, But who can conceive any Good was, or could be, in Referve rhe Tokens 
for the King? All the Omens of Sedition were as black towards him as of immenfe 
towards the Duke. What was the Meaning of all that ftretching in Lyes Bie bike 
and Libels to blacken the King, and make him loofe the Efteem he had meer Infur~ 
with the People, but that, having once loft his Intereft in their Hearts, he 7°". 
might be expofed to the Practices of Faction? And, without that, they knew 
all their Kicking was againft a ftone Wall. And who can otherwife interpret 
the Stir that was made about the Popery of the prefent Government, and that 
King and Duke made but one Papift and Tyrant ? (Which is the conti- 
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nual Song of our Author.) And the notorious Circumvention, by Means of 
the Exclufion, to diveft his Majefty of all his real Defences, the Militia, 
€c, and the Intereft from H. d that affifted? It could not be to any 
other End, than to abdicate both Brothers at once, and place the defired 
Succeffor upon the Throne. If we refle&t what a Parcel of bufy Fellows, 
in all that Reign, laid about them in faCtious Driving, at feeming vaft Ex- 
pences, facrificing their Callings, entering into Plots, rebelling, and the 
very fame finally rewarded, and enjoying the Fruits of all their Labours ; 
it is obvious enough, what Spirit inftilled Confidence into, and inflamed 
them. The only Mortification was, the firft Attempt failed; but then the 
fecond, fucceeding, made amends. And I yet dread to think what Danger 
King Charles had been in, confidering how his Brother was deferted ; and 
it feems as if the Party were fure of fome Revolt of the Guards, becaufe 
their whole ‘Application was, if poffible, to loofe the King’s Intereft with 
the People, to make all fure. Here was Foundation enough to build a 
Confidence upon, without News from the Rye; that is a fure Affiftance 
from H——-d. And, if any fuch Game played, the Intereft was to make 
fhort Work; frufra per plura, &c. Clear Cafes upon fingle Points in 
Politics, as well as Law, are beft. The main Difference, as to foreign 
Dependances, between the Cafe of King Charles and King fames, is but 
this, viz. that, in the former Reign, the Overture of the Game lay on the 
Englijh Side, who were to begin the Dance, upon Affurances to be fuftained 
by Forces that lay ambufcaded abroad. But, in the Reign of King fames, 
the Attack was from abroad, confiding, @c. The Mafk was then taken 
off, and the P. of O. entered per la Port ouvert ; after which, the Eng- 
lifh fell in amain, being, in fuch Cafes, better at following than leading: 
But the Defigns, foreign and domeftic, were exactly the fame in both. 
So much will different Times and Methods feem to vary the Nature of 
Things. But, as for the Interefts of the States of H-———d in thefe Events, 
I may be more explained afterwards. 

CXXXII, But it is now Time to return, from this long Digreffion, to 





the Hittory of our Work ; elfe we fhall never have done with the Hittorian before us. 
this Plot, bet And firft, to thew what Affiftance he had in the writing the Story of this 


the Author is 
all Libel, 


Confpiracy, I muit obferve that (our Memorial apart) there is the Decla- 
ration of State, which is of a Nature, as hath fcarce been known in any 
Age to deviate from Truth of Faét; being publithed to fatisfy the People 
of Truth, and, without infallible Vouchers, the Enemies retort it back in 
Matter of Diftruft upon the Government, which isten Times worfe. How 
this Declaration is ufed I fhall fhew. Then there is the Hiftory exprefs 
of the Bithop of Rocheffer, near the Fime; which hath the original Exa- 
minations, of all Perfons concerned, publifhed verbatim at the End, and 
are indeed the greater, I am fure the weightier, Part of the Book. How 
the Author has ufed this alfo, Ifhall not forget to thew. Then, for a nicer 
Enquiry, there are in Print, all the Trials, dying Speeches, Confeffions of 

the- 
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the Faéts, controverfial Pamphlets, pro and coz, upon diverfe Cafes of the 
Perfons concerned; and how he hath corrupted thefe alfo, is to be made 
appear. In a Word, there is no Depth, or Bottom, held back ;, no one 
Sentence or Syllable, relating to the Proceedings againft the Confpirators, 
detained from the Public, After which one might expect from an Hifto- 
riograph, a plain, honeft, and full Narration of the Fact, drawn from the 
Authorities, as well what was for, as what was againft, the Government, if 
he had found any fuch Faéts; and then brought forward his notable Criti- 
cifms, if he had any, to give the Plot another Kind of Turn than thofe 
Evidences have given it; and then, whatever his Senfe had been, he had 
ufed the Method of an Hiftorian. But we find that he choofeth rather 
that of a Libeller; for we have, inftead of a Narration, a World of Ca- 
villation ; and fo he proceeds, after his ufual Way, diftorting, perverting, 
‘fuppreffing, and partialifing in every Refpeét. And we are not to wonder 
it is here in Perfection; for this is the Harveft of all his Labours, even, as 
J faid, from the very Beginning of this Reign; therefore he muft accom- 
plith it with all the Care and Skill he has. 

CXXXIII, When he comes to the Difcovery made by Kerling, he gives He makesa 
a fhort State of the Confpiracy in three Heads. 1, The Infurreétion. rey ae 
2. The Rye-Houfe Affafination. 3. A Rifing at a Foot-Ball Match at ana Keiling 
Black-Heath, Now this laft is a Mitreprefentation ; for it was no Part of pauls 
this Confpiracy, nor in the Difcovery of Keiling. But the Occafion, he Ose; was. 
takes, is from what happened only in the Treafon of one Rou/e; and that, 
not, as the Author ftates it ridiculoufly, a common Foot-Ball Match, but 
a golden, or rather gilt Ball to be thrown up at Black-Heath ;.a Fancy pe- 
culiar to the Seamen, for calling great Numbers of them together in order 
to the winning of it. And this was to gain as many as could be wrought 
upon, to join in a Defign of furprifing the Jower ; for which Service that 
Sort of Men were moft ufeful. But the Rye Confpirators generally, to. 
darken their Difcourfe, ufed the Cant of Foot-Bail Play, as ufually acted 
in London Streets. As, for Inftance, when the Ball is down (that is the 
Buftle begun) how many fhall we have? and the like. This is all I find 
about the Foot-Ba/l Plot. The Author, as to the reft, fays nothing of the 
Management and Particularities, but that Kesling made a long and con- 
fufed Narrative of it. Now, in a Plot-Senfe, he made no Narrative at 
all; that is, none compofed before-hand in Writing, and brought ready 
to be fworn, as Oates, and Bedloe, &c. did;. and Bedloe, not trufting to his: 
Memory, read his Narrative to the Houfe of Commons: * And that no. 
Notes, taken as he read, fhould get abroad to. his Prejudice, it was fo or- 
dered that the Members, obferved to- write, were forced to deliver in their 
Notes, which were torn at the Table. But Keiling, without any previous 
Bargains, or Preparations, came to the Secretary’s.and told his Tale, as a. 
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plain Man fhould do; and the Secretary, or his Clerks, took down in 
Writing what he faid and anfwered to what was afked him, and then he 
fet his Hand to it, as the Way of ordinary Informations is. So the Se- 
cretary, and not the Witnefs, is to anfwer for the Order and Difpofition 
of the Writing: And they wrote it as he fpoke it, which ufeth not to be 
in any ftarched Method. The Matter, and not the Order, was regarded, 
They did not ftay to write Article I, 11, WI, @e. as Oates’s Narrative is 
carved into Sections. But that, it feems, was neither long nor confufed, 
nor indeed (in this Hiftory) any Thing at all, 

CXXXIV. This is the worft the Author has to fay of Keiling (for he 
drops the Matters themfelves to quarrel with the Witneffes) but he is re- 
folved to fting the reft of them deeper. When he comes to Colonel Rum- 
Jy, who was a Gentleman of Fortune and Subftance, and had been in con- 
fiderable Trufts, the Author fays that, upon the Proclamation, for a Par- 
don and Reward, he furrendered bimfelf and made a long Confefion. It is 
poffible a grave Author can falfify, becaufe this hath moft grofly done it 
in tranfcendent Points, as the Memorial thews. As for Pardon, it was in- 
fifted on, but refufed, and no Title to any held forth, but as he fhould de- 
ferve; nor have I heard that he ever had any Pardon pafied the Seal. But, 
be that as it will, as for Reward, there was none given or required, and 
he was above either, and {corned it. And, for the Word Jong in his Confef- 
fion, as if he had poured out himfelf fo copioufly, it is moft certain that 
he gave no Symptom of Forwardnefs in teftifying, as a bribed WitnefS 
would do, but hung back, and concealed great Part of what he knew: 
And what he did fay at the Lord Rufel’s Trial, was fcrewed out of him 
by Strefs of Interrogatory, which fhewed him to be plainly what they call 
an unwilling Witnefs, Now is not all this Reflection here, in an Hiftorian, 
as bad as Perjury in a Witnefs? But with what Face can this Author talk 
of Rewards, who hath made himfelf a Trumpeter of his Friend Oates’s 
Fame, that lived in all Wickednefs and Luxury by Strength of a grofsPenfion 
and Gratuity? 

CXXXV. But he goes on at the fame Rate, which was foon confirmed 
by the Information of Mr. Robert Welt and Mr. Shepheard. And wasit 
fo? Then furely it was true. O! but he has put in a Word that poifons 
the whole Sentence, and that is /oon, Doth not that argue a plain Confe- 
deracy among them, by a new Plot, to turn the old one upon the Fana- 
tics? It could not be foon, but it muft be ready, nor ready without a pri- 
vate Concert; erga, Now I would afk, If Wef and Shepheard gave any 
Teftimony before they were examined under Cuftody, as Oates, &e. did? 
If not, then it was late, and not foon, for they could ftay no longer, But 
fuch Stuff as this he is fain to fhift with, to givean Air of Reproach; but 
it is like his Party, at this Time, heavy and dull, and argues a thifting 
Confcience, diffident and difpirited. The Conclufion of this Paragraph is 
duller than all the reft; for, becaufe we are apt to think a little amifs of 
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Fergufon, he would have us believe that he and the Secretary p—d ina 
Quill; they were Confederates in this No Fanatic Plot : And, to bring it 
about, he quotes a Libeller by the Name of 4 Modern Writer, who 
quotes one Legat, a Meffenger, for faying, that the Secretary bid him, if 
be met Fergufon, fo let bim go, and not take bim up. Thus the Author 
reports from a Libeller that reports from a Meffenger ; grave Authority ! 
Now as for Fergufon, to do him Right, there was no public mention of 
him without a Sting. The Royal Declaration notes him for an Agent in 
‘all Parts of the Confpiracy, and the Proclamation defcribes the Perfon of 
him, and of no other Perfon named in it, and as precifely as of a Thief in 
a Hue and Cry, adding a Reward to any that thall take him; to the End 
that every Perfon fhould lay Hands on him wherever he was found. And 
how ridiculous is it to pretend the Proclamation fhall fay one thing, and 
the Secretary of State another? The Secretary wasa very juft faithful Man, 
whatever his Meflenger was; but if forty {uch Catchpoles, as he, had faid 
this, fo much againft the Charaéter of the Secretary, and the Nature of 
the Thing, it were childifh to believe it, But what is it to the Purpofe,. 
if a Secretary of State ufes a Complice for a Spy, if it were fo in this 
Cafe, as it was not? Thus low doth this Tun of Slander now run! 
CXXXVI. The Author goes on to the Lord Howard; for, as I faid, Fal Account 
we have no Bufinefs but quarrelling with Witneffes. He fays, the Lord ee on 
Howard bad been formerly committed clofe Prifoner to the Tower, upon the his Eoga " 
Information of Fitzharris’s Wife. This Matter is cleared againft the Au- ment tofwear 
thor, in the Memorial, as before.. Fitzharris’s Wife and Maid to boot 
would have accufed his Lordthip, but the King would not admit them. 
Well, but how comes he now to bea Witnefs? This is a Queftion muft be 
anfwered. The Duchefs of Port/mouth made him one, who, as it was 
Jaid, conditioned he fbould go through the Drudgery of Swearing. A plea- 
fant Article to be required by a fair French Lady! But the Party dealt 
much in Obfcurities about that Time; and the Author, taking this Paflage . 
to be of that Sort, inferts it to prove a vile Subornation. But come, who 
faid it? I believe Somebody did fay fo, becaufe I find the Paffage in a 
{candalous falfe Libel as any ever was wrote; The fecond Growth of Po-. 
pery, one of the Author’s Claffics, done by Fergu/on. But the villainous 
Abufe, here, is that the Author makes a Face as if the Lord Howard, 
being in the Tower for Fitzharris’s Plot, redeemed himfelf by Articles 
with the Duchefs for {wearing in this Plot; which may very roundly be 
declared an entire Falfity. But what may not be faid or wrote, if this. 
Author’s Evafives may pafs, fuch as — it /eems,— many believed, and here — it 
is faid, and the like, be the Matter never fo abufive and fcandalous? But 
we will find out an Authority, to vouch the Author here, fuperior to Fer- 
gufon. In Sydney's Trial (of which afterwards) fome Perfons teftified, that 
the Lord Howard faid that be muft go through the Drudgery of Swearing ; . 
which implics no Compaét, and hath a fair Senfe; for who is willingly a 
Wiitnefe. 
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Witnefs againft his own Parév, as he muft be that was caught? Which is 
all that Sentence imports: For there is not a Word of the Duchefs, and 
her Conditions ; but yet this Teftimony in Sydney's Trial was all the Ground 
for either Fergu/on’s or the Author’s impudent Romance. But admit all 
for Truth, itis but Swearing, and not Forfwearing. If the Author thould 
fay he muft go through the Drudgery of writing a Compleat Hiftory, doth 
that infer it to be a {candalous Libel? I think the Author names no more 
of the Difcoverers or Witneffes, though there were diverfe others; but 
thinks he has done enough, by afperfing fome of them, to confute all the 
Plot ; though his very Afperfions, of fome of them, are as ridiculous as 
the reft of his Undertaking. 

The Lobour CXXXVII, Now he advances to the Cafe of the Earl of Effex’s kil- 

pe on ling himfelf; which Story he tells in a Way fo like himfelf, that one that 

see ee rng may read him in it: For he goes round and round about the Bufinefs, 

Eyex was and, from what he fays, no one can well colle& whether the Man killed 

theKineapy Him@lf or not. But fo far is plain, that he believes he did kill himeelf ; 

the Duke, , and yet he labours to make us believe he did not kill himfelf, but was mur- 
dered: And the Index, which often carries the Cream of his Malice, fays 
nothing of his killing himfelf, but that he was found dead in the Tower, 
and fufpeéted to be murdered. And the Art lies in this, that he thall de- 
liver the Cafe to Pofterity, as a Murder, and, all the While, not tell fuch 
a damnable Lye, as direét faying fo would be. It is Pity he was not, in- 
ftead of a Clergyman, an Hedge Lawyer; for he would have managed a 
knavith Evidence admirably well. He fays bis Lord/hip was found with 
his Throat cut by a Razor. But fays nothing of the Manner, viz. in a 
little Clofet, fo falling on the Infide of the Door that, as he lay, it was im- 
poflible for the Murderer to efcape and leave him fo. This Circumftance, 
upon the View of the Place, fatisfied the Committee of Lords fince the 
Revolution, and the Enquiry, after that, went no farther, But what fays 
the Author? This raifed a Sufpicion of his being murdered, and thefe Cir- 
cumftances happened to confirm it: Which, I think, is an exprefs Affirma- 
tion that they did confirm it. One might have hoped here for —it Seemed, 
but that was not rank enough, he was fo full charged with a Falfity, it 
muft out. And, after this, he comes with his Circumftances, the Invention 
of the Libels at that Time, and the Matters fpread abroad to back the 
Undertaking of Braddon (to which we are near) and one of them is, that 
the King and Duke were in the Zcwer that Day, which had not been (fo 
together) in fifteen Years before. This is that we may not miftake whofe 
Work the Murder was; for good Managers will be near their Bufinefs, 
So foolith is this, that the Inference is dire@ contrary ; that is, if they had 
fet Men to cut a Lord’s Throat in the Tower, they would have kept farther 
off while it was doing. But the Author’s Application, here, is to Ignorance 
and Malice, and not to the common Senfe of human Kind. 
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CXXXVIII. But alack! it fell out very unluckily (he muft needs be forry Me enue 

for it) that it gave a Loofe to the Tongues of the People. Here his factious Dee beat 
Party are the People ; and their Tongues indeed broke loofe, as upon every Rufél’s Trial. 
Occafion they did, to feditious Purpofes, and falfe Calumnies againft the 
King: But they went farther here, that is, to fet up and fuftain a notorious 
Suborner exprefs, who ex profeffo undertook the Employment, and went 
about by Perjury to make it good. It fell out that, this Accident happen- 
ing during the Lord Ru/ffel’s Trial, the News of it came to the O/d Baily 
betore the Trial was over, of which the Author’s Account is this. Parti- 
cular Care was taken to give immediate Notice of it to the Court at the 
Old Baily. Was he of the Council with the Murderers, that he knew the 
iffuing of thefe Particulars and Immediates? Where is his Evidence, living 
or dead, to make good the Sarcafm? But, to thew the Vanity, as well as 
Malice in this fhallow Infinuation, it needs only to be hinted that no Care, 
however particular, could have kept the News from the O/d Baily, where 
there was fo great an Affembly of Perfons of high Station and Account. 
The Tower Gates were too weak to keep it in, ebut go it would, as faft 
as one Man could convey it in Speech to another, all the Town over; it 
being ufually obferved that fuch Emergements difperfe in Rumor unac- 
countably, He fays to the Court, that is, in common Underftanding, to the 
Bench; which is falfe, for #t came in ds Air at the Doors, and the next Man 
had it firft, as I fhall have Occafion to obferve foon, 

CXXXIX. That which follows, to make Amends for this languid In- A dire Lye 
finuation, is a bold Stroke, a Falfity thataccufeth the Bench, Bar, Jury and the Goat: 
Audience altogether; for he has the Impudence to write that The King’s cil made 2 diz 

Council made a direét Ufe of it to confirm the Plot, and to condemn the Lord r& Ute of it. 
Ruffel as more apparently guilty of it. This, being a loud one, will de- 
ferve fome Animadverfion, Firft, one would believe the Trial was not in 
Print, which confutes all this at once; elfe, how could a Writer dare to fal- 
fify fo grofly? It were particular enough to venture forth the Slander, in 
Confidence that neither Scrip nor Scrowl, nor any living Witnefs prefent at 
the Trial, were above Ground to confute him; What is it then to aver 
2gainft not only living Teftimony, but the civil Record of the Trial in 
Print? But, over and above all this brazen Malice, there is fych egregious 
Tgnorance as a common Attorney’s Clerk would blufh at; for every one 
knows that this direc? U/e was a Sort of Injuftice that, in fuch a Cafe, and 
at that Time, could not be done. I might difmifs him on this Account only, 
as one that has told a Swinger, fuch as, in ordinary Converfation, goes for a 
Lye upon the Opening; and fo defpicably, as not fo muchas to relate how, 
in what Manner and Terms, that dire€t Ufe was made: Which might have 
been done, if the Nature of the Thing would have admitted of an In- 
vention fo particular, But, becaufe he has his Seétaries as well inclined as 
- himfelf, for their Sakes I will explain this Impoffibility. Firft, it is no Evi- 


dence by Law at any Trial, therefore could not be dire€tly ufed againft the 
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Prifoner, 2. If Council had offered, or fo much as alledged it, the Court 
had certainly rebuked them, faying it was nothing to the Purpofe. 3. The 
noble Lord, or his Friends, or Council (in a Point of legal Evidence) had 
oppofed and cried Shame of fuch an indirect Prattice. 4. If ufed at all, 
direétly or indirectly, it muft have been proved by Witneffes fworn; which 
was not done. What a Rapper is it then to fay farther, as the Author affirms, 
—— to condemn, and then—— as more apparently guilty? But now, if we 
fhould be fo fuperlatively civil to this Author, as to abate him the Rigor of 
his Expreffions that carries fo much of malicious Falfenefs, and pafs them 
as only incurious and inartificial Language of one always unlucky as touch- 
ing Law Matters; and fo fancy he might mean only that the King’s Council 
might, in their Difcourfes, glance upon this Fact, and, ina rhetorical Way, 
give Touches of Infinuation, in order to perfuade the Jurymen to think 
the Prifoner guilty: But even this, in the loweft Degree, had been as falfe as 
the other in thehigheft; for neither Judge, nor Council, in the Courfe of 
the Trial, took any Manner of Notice of it, no more than had been if no 
fuch News had come to the Court. If at all, it muft have been in the Ha- 
rangues; and let any one fee in that extended Sum of the Evidence, 
made by the Solicitor General, or the Chief Juftice’s Charge to the Jury, 
if there be the leaft Umbrage of a Reflection upon this Accident; and, if 
any fuch be found, I will allow the Author to be a Paragon of Veracity. 
CXL. But lay Books afide. How many Perfons are now alive, who 
were prefent and, particularly on the Bench and at the Bar, concerned in 
the Bufinefs of the Trial, that know the contrary of this Paffage to be 
true, viz. That neither direkt nor indirect Ufe was made of the Accident fo 
as to touch the Prifoner at the Trial, The very Manner of the Paffage was 
this. ‘The Rumor came in at the Door of the.Court, and fpread all Ways as 
the Folks told it to each other; for the Croud was fuch, none could get in fo 
faddenly as that came. And the Counfel, that fat below, had it before the 
Bench, but it feemed to be forwarder towards the Prifoner than it was there; 
and T am apt to believethat, if there was any exprefs Hafte in the bringing the 
Report, it lay on that Side to inform him. I remember the Judges, obferving, 
fome Diforder in the Company, ftood up to fee what was the Matter, and 
fome one afked, and thereupon the Attorney General ftood up and, turning 
to the Chief Juftice, told him foftly, that there was News the Earl of 
Effex had killed himfelf; And thus, in the Main, there was a Sort of Paufe- 
or Stop of the Bufinefs for a While, as muft of Neceffity be while People 
were telling this to one another. The only Notice in public, of it, was. 
from the Lord Howard who, in the Beginning of his. Evidence, made a 
Whimper, and wiped his Eyes, as for a departed Relation, and then went 
on, as the Trial fhews. If any one fhould fay that this did not touch the 
Spirits of the whole Audience, and contribute to a readier Belief of what 
the Witneffes faid, he muft contradict the very Nature of the Accident. But 
what is that to this pofitive Affirmation that it was ufed dire@ly to condemn 
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the Prifoner, as if his Guilt was made apparent by it: A feandalous falfe 
Charge upon a Court of Juftice, to which Nothing, I know, can properly 
be added but a Cart, And, if it were not to give too much Countenance to 
fach a bold Traducer, I would thew, from Point to Point, the Juftice of 
that Trial, Therefore I fhall only affirm in general, that neither in 
England, nor any other Country in the World, had ever any Perfon, under 
a capital Charge of Treafon againft the Government, a more indulgent (not 
to fay ftriGtly a jufter) Trial for his Life than my Lord Rufé/ had. And, 
befides that Nothing hard, illegal, or indecent, was put upon him, the 
Chief Juftice, who managed the Trial, was apparently kind, and did alt 
he could juftify in difpofing the Jury to acquit him; and, without an in- 
conteftable Evidence, he had not been found guilty: And of all this, 4 
Liber Fudex, 

CXLI. But now to proceed with the Author’s Effexian Lampoon, he How the Ac- 
fays, Notwithflanding thefe Prefumptions, and the Offer of alledging more, ihe wipes af 
Here we are to prefume more Prefumptions; but, there being enough fpeci- Satishyction. 
fied before, thefe, that were offered ex abundanti, need not be made known. had of the Sui- 
So, for a While, it is prefumedthe King and the Duke were a Brace of Mur- “* 
derers, in cold Blood, of a Nobleman under Cuftody of the Law. But then it 
was rather taken for granted that the Earl of Etlex, out of a Greatnefi of 
Spirit, bad laid violent Hands upon bimfelf. One might hope here that 
the King may come off yet ; but we muft not be confident, for here are Loop- 
holes, He doth not fay it was judged, but chofen, as for Convenience, 
that it fhould be fo taken for granted, But it ftill looks as an Evafion of 
Proof; as if one faid, come leave your Fiddlefaddles of Prefumptions, we 
will take it for granted the other Way. Nor doth he fay who; it might 
be the guilty Court took it &e, and his Party of another Opinion: And 
then, if one fhould be fo biaffed towards the Court to think he killed 
himéfelf, it muft not be left free to think it was out of a Senfe of his ungrate- 
ful Guilt, but Greatne/s of Spirit. Then he adds, It is faid bis neareft 
Relations were of that Opinion; which, by the Way, alludes to Greatnefs 
of Spirit, and not Guilt. But it was more than faid of, but {worn, by his 
neareft Relations at Braddon's Trial, and by the fame talked all over the 
Town, that they made no Doubt but he made away with himfelf ; and 
Nothing appeared, that could touch his great Spirit to the Quick, but Con- 
fcioufnefs of Guilt, But even this, that looks like a gracious Conceffion, 
comesin with an J¢ is faid; he dares not affirm it, though all the Town 
knew it, and the fame, as I faid, was publicly {worn, Why fhoulda kind 
Reader be deprived of his Privilege of believing or difbelieving as he fees 
Caufe, and according to his particular Inclination, efpecially if it be de- 
praved towards Faction ? Leave Room for that, whatever becomes of the other, He fquints at 

CXLII. But he goes on with the fame decent Language. The Kin ne ane 

_ feemed to be concerned, This is worf and worfe, for it implies, with preg- after Braddov's 
nant Force, the King was the Me in which Cafe it was very pro- bans bet 
ee2 Nee 
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per for him ¢o feem, or put on a Vizor, as if he was indeed concerned, 
that Folks might not fufpect he did it. Now every one, at the Time, 
knew that the King was really concerned; but the Word /eemed anfwers 
that, elfe the Paragraph had come off flatly. And furely a wicked Para- 
graph it is, as ever was put in black and white. But it is the Author’s Ex- 
cellence to exprefs all the King’s Words or Actions, at the fame Rate: If 
they may be taken in an ill Senfe, he pours it out pofitively ; if in a 
good one, then it only /eems fo, or is counterfeit and falfe. Of this duti- 
ful penning, other Inftances may be brought forth in another Place. Now, 
to give the Author his trine Exaltation, we muft obferve that he did not 
write at the Time when Faction conjured up Mifts to blind the Eyes, and 
offufcate the Underftandings, of well-meaning People, when he might have 
pretended to fhare in the common Blindnefs (if the Cafe had been fo, as it 
was not, but only in fhamelefs Pretence of Faction) but his new Work comes 
out after all thofe Fogs and Mifts were difperfed, and all the Charms dif- 
folved, the Rottennefs of the Pretence manifeft, and, to confummate the 
Deteétion, * a folemn Trial of the wicked Confpiracy of Braddon and Speak, 
at the King’s Bench Bar, had, and therein the whole Affair fcrutinated by 
the Court, who heard both the Profecution and the Defence, that was 
made, with the fame Pertinacity as the Criminal had all along ufed. And 
none of his Pretenfions, which the Author calls Pre/umptions, left unexa- 
mined, and no Perfon that was concerned or near the Fact, or that might 
be, fo far as could be known, capable to give any Light into it, unexa- 
mined: All in Public, and, by the Prefs, made more public; and the whole 
Audience, Town and Country, ever fince, fully fatished, Yet, I fay, after 
all this, the Author, with a Front of Brafs, writes over again all thefe 
infamous Pretences with a Serioufnefs as if Nothing had been difclofed, but 
the whole Matter hufhed up in Silence. And I cannot fay he doth all this 
without manifeft Signs of an evil Confcience, or felf Conviction of his falfe 
Dealing, as his Manner of the Relation fhews; for I may almoft challenge 
any one, that reads his Hiftory, to fay whether he has told either that the 
Man did kill himfelf, or that he did not kill himéfelf. 

CXLIII. But he hath been fo good to the Criminal Braddon, as te 
make a Martyr of him, and to put his Cafe in his Catalogue of hard and 
arbitrary Judgments. He was punifhed by Fine and Imprifonment, as in 
a Cafe of Mifdemeanor, after Conviction, of which Species of Crime, there 
could not be a greater than his was: Nor doth the Author’s own Cafe, upon 
his Management, come fhort of Braddon, perhaps outdoes him; for he 
wrought for Profit or Preferment, but this Man for impétent Luft of 
Scandal, in reviving that, in After-times, with all the Authority he hath, 
which, in the proper Time, was diffolved in the Face of the World; and 
fecking to murder the Honour of a King, in the Opinion of Pofterity, 
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who was timely vindicated by the general Voice of all his People, )when 
the Occafion required. He would have it believed the Punifhment ie ex- 
ceflive (which, by the Way, could not well be) being inflicted only becaufe 
he had fpread a falfe Report that the Earl was murdered. Ue forgets the 
Subornation of the Boy, the Malice againft the King, flaming, and the Ufe 
defigned to be made of fuch an hideous Scandal. And all this the Author 
can extenuate down into fpreading a falfe Report (it is well that even now 
he can write it is falfe) as if he accidentally had heard of it at one Coffee- 
Houfe, and told it at another. I cannot but {mile at one Thing in his Account 
of this Trial; for, being ata Pinch for fome Colour to infinuate foul Play, 
he tells that the Verdict was taken, privately, by a fingle Judge, and de- 
clared next Morning at the Bar. This he thinks was extraordinary, or that 
fome People might think it fo, and thence conclude the Matter not rightly car- 
ried: Whereas it is the common Courfe of the Court fo todo; and he might 
as well have put into his Hiftory the Criers O yes, But, to have done with 
him upon this Head, I only fubjoin the pithy Extraét of all this Piece of his 
Libel; which is his Index to this Matter under Braddon, where we find it 
thus, His Sufferings for enquiring into the Earl of Effex’s Death. And, 
if one would go over his Index, it would, in moft Inftances, be found to 
be like Marrow of Scandal as we find it here. 

CXLIV. I thould here have dropped this memorable Cafe of the Earl of 
Effex: But there comes into my Mind a Paffage, related to me by a very 
venerable Perfon, which ought to be made known; and I hope, early or late, 
it will be communicated to the Public by himfelf. But left he fhould be 
prevented, or fail, I thall obviate the Lofs, fo faras I may, by relating what 
hetold me. And it may not be amifs to interrupt the faftidious Courfe of 
a controverfial Style, in which I am engaged, with an Account of a moft 
remarkable Incident. The great Lord Cape/, Father of this Earl of Effex, 
who fuffered Death for his Loyalty to King Charles I. when he was taken 
by the Rebels and made Prifoner in the Tower, waslodged in the fame Rooms 
that received this noble Earl when he was committed, and where the Earl 
of Clarendon faluted him with that unlucky Reflection, concerning the 
Samenefs of the Lodgings, touched before. When the Time of the Lord 
Capel’s Execution was at Hand, he had his Lady, this. Earl’s Mother, and 
this Earl himéelf, being then young, with him in the Lodgings: And, hav- 
ing retired for a While, to fit himfelf for Death, he returned to comfort 
his Wife, and leave a Bleffing with his young Son, and to take his folemn 
Leave of both, The Lady could not bear her Condition, but, upon her 
Lord’s Approach, fell down in a Swoon. With fome Help fhe recovered a. 
little, but, on the like Approach, relapfed. Well, faid the Lord, this is. 
the worft Part of my Execution, but I muft be contented. So he refolved to. 
difturb his Lady no more, but took up his young Son in his Arms. and, 
kiffing him in a parting Manner, gave him. his Bleffing, and, with all the 
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Charis of a dying Father’s Authority, charged him that, whatever became 
of bim, be foould never be a Traitor to his King. And fo he left the Room 
and received the Stroke. It muft be an infenfible Soul indeed that doth 
not imagine what a Confternation of Mind it was to this noble Earl, to be 
brought in, a Prifoner for High Treafon, to that very Lodging, where the 
confcious Walls muft needs revive in him the Image of his dying Father’s 
folemn Charge; as if Providence had difpofed it fo on Purpofe to imprefs 
the Refentment of his immenfe Failing in breaking it as he had done, To 
which added, the Senfe of Ingratitude to the King, Lofs of Honour to his 
Family, Injury to his Friends, and the Decadence of all the Good he had 
hoped, or could hope for, in the World, and alfo utter Defpair of a clear 
Recovery of thefe inexpreffible Loffes; all, together, muft needs, without 
a World of religious Fortitude, render him unable to live. And it becomes 
no Wonder at all that no Hopes, nay Affurances of Pardon, as he might 
have had, or of any Good in the World, as to him, could ereé his Mind 
out of that miferable Dejection which drove him to feek his Eafe through 
that Violence as he committed upon himéelf. : 

CXLV. But now, to return to our Author, The next Trial, he graces 
with his Comment, is that of Mr. Sidney, of whofe Treafon I thall give an 
Account, This Perfon’s Cafe, of all thofe that fuffered for this Confpiracy, 
was moft pretended to have been hard, and the Law to have been {trained 
againft him. Therefore it is but juft tothe Times to thew the little Caufe 
there was for it; and this I fhall do, as in other Concerns of this Hiftory, 
by following the Author’s Steps; for he is now a Picquerer, relates Nothing 
but by Way of Cavil. At firft he was not pleafed with the Witnefles, and 
now he falls foul upon the Proceedings; and, asto this, fays not one Word 
which is not a Libel and falfe; as firft, That Mr. Sidney was not taken up 
directly for a Plotter, but Jor a Republican and a Fanatic. 1 muft here - 
note that the Fallacy, which runs through this whole Libel upon the Subject of 
Sidney’s Cafe, is this, Mr. Sidzey was a declared Commonwealth’s Man, 
and it is to be fuppofed that, whatever Aim others had, his Engagement 
was upon the Commonwealth Scheme. Now the Author would Grop the 
Treafon and fubftitute his Commonwealth Principles, as the only Quarrel 
the Court had to him; as if a Commonwealth’s Man could not be a Trai- 
tor. This will appear more fully in the Sequel; but, in the mean Time, 
the meridian Inftruétor himfelf could not have infpired a Sentence more 
falfe than that above is. For he was taken up direéfly for a Plotter and 


' for Nothing elfe; as both the Warrant for his Commitment, and the In- 


4i@ment againft him (of which afterwards) will thew. There was an ex- 
pre®& Proof of a treafonable Fa, and, defperate one too, by one Witnefs ; 
and that, after the Precedents in Oates’s Plot, was fufficient to take up and 
commit for High Treafon. But the Ignorance here is as grofs as the Fal- 
fity; for a Man cannot be taken up and committed for High Treafon 
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without an Oath of the Treafon in overt Fad {pecially exprefféd jin the 
Warrant. 

CXLVI. The Libel is very concife, in fo few Words to comprife fo He made no 
much Falfity and Nonfenfe; But what follows may be excufed of the ee he 
latter, having a full Complement of the other. For it is no le(s fale, aa, sae 
than. {candaloufly and impudently affirmed, that he was obferved to fay Avthor infi- 
Little in bis Defence, as knowing whatever be would Jay would fignify 
Nothing with that Fudicature who, he thought, had prejudged him. To 
this firft, what is pretended to be obferved of his faying little, is a 
brazen Untruth; for he faid ‘a great Deal, and made an elaborate and 
ftrenuous Defence; and, being well able, he fuftained it with all the Ad- 
vantage his Caufe would bear. Then as for that ferpentine Infinuation 

as knowing, and then who he thought, one would ima- 
gine the Author libelled by the Advice of Counfel, ufing a Language 
that thuffles, but affirms Nothing difprovable; as if he were confcioufly 
afraid to be indiéted for a falfe Libeller of the fovereign criminal Court 
of Juftice. But really it is not fo; he ufes that Diale@ only in Imita- 
tion of his Authors and Authorities that, being obnoxious, ufed to write 
fo carefully; but he, finding himfelf fafe, comes up to the Categoric very 
roundly, faying And fo it was really and in Effect, viz. that all Defence 
was vain, for the Court had prejudged him, ‘I have not met with any 
Thing of the Genus feandalofum {fo aggravable as this. But now, if he has 
found a good, found; and convincing Reafon for allthis, who will not cla 
him on the Back? Well then, a Reafon we thall have with a For, as the 
learned Sir John Hollis hath well remarked. This Reafon is turned into 
an Authority, a Tranfcript out of the learned Libel of Hollis, wrote with 
notorious Malice to defame all the Law Proceedings of this Time; in 
which he foully, evafively, and falfly traduceth this Trial. All which the- 
Author making his own, la ye there a Reafon ; which may have fome far- 
ther Notice taken of it afterwards, 

CXLVII. But, in the mean Time, I think it belongs to Candor, where Reafons for 
the Appeal is to Judgment, to make Things as fairly underftood as may be, Lie 
and not to hang upon Charaéters or Cenfures only. And, in particular, aly 
this bafe Dealing in the Author makes it reafonable to give here Mr. Sid- 
aey’s Cafe truly ftated ; by which it may appear, that, according to common 
Juftice and the Law, it could terminate in Nothing lefs than an Attainder 
of that miftaken Gentleman; and thereby to vindicate the Proceeding and 
Sentence, which thofé Men and the whole Fanatic Party, at the Time and: 
ever fince, have been bold to traduce. And then I will thew the knavith. 
Sophiftry of this Mr, Malice, as, from the Genius of the Perfon and Senfe 


of Things, rather than Similitude of Sound, the Wags ufed to. ftyle the: 
aforefaid Sir Yobn Hollis, oe 
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CXLVIL Mr. Siduey was indi&ted for confpiring and imagining the 
Death of the King, which is the firft Article in the Statute 25 Edw, UI. 
and, by Conftruétion of Law thereupon, it is underftood that, not only the 
Life of the King but, his Liberty and Power to exercife his Government 
are equally under the Guard of this Article. So that if the Evidence be 
of an Intent to feife or imprifon the King, or to mafter his Forces that 
guard his Perfon, though it appear not that the Intention was directly to 
bring the King to Death, yet it is High Treafon within that Article. For 
it is found by Experience that, in the Cafe of Kings, Lofs of Life is the 
Confequence of Lofs of Liberty. And fo the Law ftands declared in di- 
verfe Inftances, about the Time of Oafes’s Plot, purfuant to former Refo- 
lutions; atid the Lord Ruffel’s Cafe was determined upon the fame Law. 
But, fince this Article charges the Intent, which is the Act of the Mind, it . 
is added that fuch Intent is to be made appear by overt Faéts: Which 
creates a Diftinétion, upon the common Notion of High Treafon, be- 
tween Faéts, that are the Treafon, and Facts that are only the overt Evi- 
dence of it; which latter may be in themfelves innocent, but, as they 
declare a. nocent Intent, are.vulgarly, but inadequately, called the Trea- 
fon. ‘Then the fame Law hath provided that, for Treafon, there hall be 
two lawful Accufers, that is Witneffes; which, by Judgment of Law, goes 
to the Treafon in the Indi@ment, v/z. the Intent, &c. but not to every 
overt Fa&t brought to Evidence that Intent: For if there, be two overt 
Faas, and each proved only by one Witnefs, that is two lawful Accufers 
of the Treafon charged. And fo the Law is left indubitably fettled in 
fauch Cafes, whatever any libelling Lawyer hath pretended, or fhall pretend, 
to the contrary, - + 

CXLIX, In Mr. Sédney’s Cafe, the overt Facts, charged, were firft, the’ 
being of a Council of fix, that met for managing the Infurrection, where 
it was refolved to call in the Scots; and he particularly undertook that Pro- 
vince, employed Aaron Smith, and paid his Charges. This was proved 
pofitively by the Lord Howard, who was one of the fame Council: And, 
I think, is fomewhat more than being, as the Author fays, a Common- 
wealth’s Man. But to this Teftimony exprefs he hath now nothing to 
alledge but that the Prifoner abjolutely denied it. But even that is not true, 
though it is allowed a Man, upon a Trial, in Defence of his Life, to deny 
all. I cannot find one Expreffion in the Colonel’s large Defence, which 
amounts to a Denial of his being of the Council of Six, or of his fending 
Aaron Smith, or of any thing my Lord Howard faid pofitively of him. 
And we may allow the Author fo much upon this Gentleman’s Veracity, 
who was of a noble Family, though gone of Principles like the Greess 
that. made it an heroic Aétion to kill Kings (then called Tyrants) that he 
would not vent a direét Lye in the Face of the Court, unlefs his pleading 
zon cul’ be accounted fo; as when a Man, for Delay, pleads Non eff fac- 

tum 
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not do it upon the Queftion in the Face of the Court. I fay, allowing the - 


Author even fo much, yet he is a Falfary in faying Mr. Sidney denied 
What he did not deny; but he argued indeed very acutely againft the Cre- 
dit of my Lord Howard's Teftimony, upon Topics of Improbability, and 
Difparagement of him, See here now an Author that will affirm at a 
Venture, to ferve a falfe Turn, what the Prifoner would not do to fave his 
Life; and if he had done fo, as to the Author’s Force of Argument, it 
had been nothing to the Purpofe, becaufe a Prifoner’s Denial is no Tefti- 
mony for him. 

CL. But Hollis harps alfo, as the Author cites him, upon the Weak- 
nefs of the Lord Howard’s Teftimony ; faying my Lord Howard was rbe- 
torical, even to Pedantry, upon the Matter, according to his vain Cuffom. 
Ergo what he {wore was not true. We fhall fee how they dau# on their 
‘Colours anon. In the mean Time we proceed to the fecond overt Fa, 
charged in this Indi€tment; and that was a Book which he had, fome 
Time before, wrote, upon the Subject of a Common-wealth, againft Mo- 
narchy: In which he fet up Principles and Pofitions directly inconfiftent 
with the Englifb Government, as are fpecified in the Inditment. It ap~ 
peared:in the Evidence that, at the very Time when he was taken, and 
his Papers feifed, the Book was brought forth and lay upon his Defk, with 
Corrections evident upon it; and in that Pofture it was found at the Dif. 
covery of the Rye Con/piracy, intended, as was underftood, to be then 
publifhed ; the whole Drift of it being to fhew it was lawful, commenda- 
ble and neceffary to do what he was about, that is to take up Arms againft 
the King, and to depofe him, This being joined with the other Circum~- 
ftances in the Cafe, and upon a full Proof by diverfe Witneffes, and Com- 
parifon of Hand-Writing, that the Book was wrote and correéted with his 
“gwn Hand; the Court took the Book as another overt Aé& of the Treafon 
within the Indictment. It is to be remembered, that it imported not whe- 

ther the Book itfelf was Treafon; for an innocent Fada, as whetting a 
Knife,:or: the like, joined with Circumftances that conftrue it done with 
an Intent.to-compais the King’s Death, is an Overt AG. Nor is it ma- 
terial whether, the-Book alone, without the exprefs Treafon proved, had 
made good the Indi€ment, or not; for here they were both together. 
The Prifoner never denied the Book, but put it off, faying, be was not to 
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anfwer for any thing there. And, although all this is in Print, the Author . 


has the Front to fay, i¢ was never got tobe fo much as bis Hand. What 
will not he fay that. fays that? I may juftly fay there was not only the 
common Proof of the Opinion of Witneffes, but Writings produced and 
{worn to be his Hand, as Bills, and Letters, and compared in Court ; but the 
Prifoner made a confiderable Defence againft that Sort of Evidence. And 
I remember well one Mr. Goodwin Wharton ftood up and faid, give me 
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any Writing, and I will in a Quarter of an Hour bring another fo like, 
as the Writer jhall not diflinguifh them; ot to that Effet: And one of the 
‘Judges faid, Sir, You might have fpent your Time better. If Oates hoa 
brought fuch a Proof to any of his Commiffions, &c. 1 fhould have beeff'a 
Convert to his Plot. 

CLI. But now, to take up again with the Knight Hollis, who hath 
ftung this Proceeding as deep as his Quill would enter, and we muft ne- 
ceflarily have to do with him, becaufe the Author has-fo taken him into his 
Twift, that we cannot baulk him; he ftates the two Articles againft 
Mr. Sidney, firft, The fending into Scotland; fecondly, The treafonable 
Book, which, by the Way, is not exprefled as an honeft Lawyer fhould; 
for the Article, of Crime, was but one, ¢hat is compaffing the Death of the 
King. Thofe two were not the Treafon, but the overt Facts, which need 
not be cfiminal in themfelves, as I noted before: But all thefe Harpers 
ftrike upon that String ; a Fallacy fo grofs that a Lawyer fhould be afhamed 
of it. But he fays, He (Mr. Sidney) was talked to Death under the No- 
tion of a Commonwealths-Man, and found Guilty by a Fury who-were not 
much more proper Judges than they would bave ‘been if what he-had wrote, 
had been doné by him in Syriac or Arabic. Is this ingenious? Was the 
‘Queftion upon the Merits of the Book, whether the Caufe of Republic 
«was made good againft Monarchy or not? As if, by the Cogency of that 
Book, the Treafon was to ftand or fall. It is foolifh to fay the Jury were 
not Judges of the Controverfy, which was in no Sort the Queftion, But 


‘yet as well the Jury, as all the Audience, that owned Exnglifh for their Mo- 
‘ther Tongue, could underftand, out of the Indi€tment when it-was read, 


the incentive Paflages, to ftir up Rebellion; taken out of it;- enough to 
‘thew what he intended by the Whole corinected with ‘the’ Steich Negotia- 
tion. But here the Author chimes in and fays, s¢ was but an Effay upon 
Government, with a Bias towards a Commonwealth, The Paffages, I mes- 
tioned, thew the Bias was fo ftrong, as Monarchy was to fall by the Means, 
But it-is a Jeft, that now, fince the Revolution, the Book, as the Author 
hath it, is-found very innocent, becaufe it is printed, and Nobody quef- 
tioned for it. Do not we know that the Profit of the Copy, in fuch 
Hands as had Favour, would get the better of any Offence which the Go- 
vernment (then fecure from Sedition, or any popular Pretenfions) could 
take at the Principles held forth in it? But it being for Friends, fay they, 
let them make their beft of it, But there has been Times when the Prin- 
ciples, held forth in this Book, would have been taken Notice of by the 
Government. The Scope of it being to fhew that the People, at their 
meer Pleafure, may appoint who thall head the Rabble, call Parliaments, 
and depofe the King (or any Government, for the Argument goes to all 
alike) if he be not.a good Servant; and the like too tedious to particu- 


larife, This is what our famous Hiftorian makes to be only a little warp-. 


ing 
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ing towards a Commonwealth, for which his wife Lawyer fays, With pas 

rallel Honefty, that be was talked to Death. AIM 
Kent. But left I:may feem as much to warp on the other Side, BY af- The Cafe of 

ferfing a Matter of conftructive Law upon no other ‘Authority than that plete sine 
sof the Courts, whofe Juftice is here made the Queftion ; I think, in far- A each 

ther Vindication of that Juftice, it is fit to produce fome Determination fronger. 

of Law, as may be more authentic and clear of thefe faGtious Pretences, to ae 

fhew that a Man’s Hand-writing, or any Writings, as they may be found 

and circumftantiated, may be conftrued an overt Fact of Treafon, And 

(to make fure) the Citation fhall be of a Cafe that happened fince,the Re- 

volution; and Iam not certain, but think this fame Lawyer Hollis was 

on the Side of the Profecution to urge the Matter againft the Prifoner: And 

it is the Cafe of Mr. ‘Yohn Afhton, He was taken with the Lord Prefton, 

as gaing over to France in Time of War ; and, upon Search, a Pacquet 

of Papers was found in his Bofom fealed up. And, in that Pacquet, 

were found diverfe treafonable Papers, fome of the Lord Prefton’s Hand, 

and fome of other Hands. But, as to Afoton himfelf, there was no Pres 

tence, much lefs Proof, that any of them were wrote by him ; - nor could 

it be made appear that he knew the Contents of any of them. And yet 

this Pacquet, fo. found, was conftrued an overt AG of High Treafon, 

becaufe of the fufpicious-@trevimftamoes vinder which -it- was: found 3 and 

Afton was attaint and faffered thereupon. Theres a Cafe now, which, 

being in Print, the Author may carry to his Lawyer Hollis, and take 

his Opinion upon it, But, to conclude this Cafe of Mr. Sidney, the Au- 

thor has mentioned one Fhing very imprudently concerning him; and it is 

that be was faid to have defpifed the Way of Petitioning about the Difpo- 

fal of bis Body. The Author fure intends to thew an indecent Obftinacy 

of the Gentleman, rather than a Greatnefs of Spirit; and if the Report at 

that ‘Time (than which the Author brings no better for his Authority) be 

true, when his Friends moved him to make that cuitomary and decent Ap- 

plication, he anfwered. fe (the King) may make a Snuff-Box of mine 

A——fe, if, be pleafeth... Then the Author concludes that be had the Ho- 

nour to dye upon a Scaffold, Svhich Honour. you: nvwft account to-lie-in the 

Caufe, and: not: the ‘Mabner of his: Death ;: and: {6 his whole Account of 

this Cafe'is uniform: Q ae a 

CLII. There 'refts fomewhat to be obferved of the Author's Manage acto dying 

ment about the laft Speeches and Papers of the Perfons that fuifered for this Speeches, the 

Confpiracy ; wherein he hath ufed the utmoft of bis Art and Invention. Ta ng 

It mutt not be forgot that, under Oates’s Plot, every individual Perfon, that 


jous, and com 


fuffered, denied the Fa@ in Words of ftri€te(t Intention; for which Rea~ ces direct 

fon the Author woald not truft the Reader with any one of them, neither at ©°*#"* 

large, nor in Epitome (and fome of them were fhort enough to have . 
—~fpared him that Pains) but only favs, with Figures of Wonder, that, after 

: FFF ae fo. 
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fo full Evidence (yet) they denied the Fats: And then falls to thewing 
that Papifts would dye with Lyes in their Mouths, and why. ‘But, in this-—__ 
Corfipiracy, he is embarraffed how to manage himfelf; for every one the: 
fuffered, more or lefs clear and explicit, confeffed the Fa@ charged tipon 
them, and none denied it: And the Author’s Bufinefs is to work the Mat-— 
ter of thefe Confeflions fo cleverly all one Way, that his gentle: Reader 
may not, after all, be ftunned with a Demonftration of their Guilt, and 
his falfe Shuffling all along to bring them off. It happens unluckily that 
thefe Confeffions (full of notable Difcoveries) are all in Print, which ren~ 
ders it hard to make a total Suppreflion of them; fo he takes a middle 
Way, hangs half and faves half: And, in his Choice, which is exquifite, 
diftinguithes thofe that are plain and pofitive to the Matter, from thofe 
which are penned folemnly, either by the Parties, or their Friends Affitt- 
ant, with notabie Subtilty, in order to go Abroad, in the Quality of Li- 
bels, ad faciendum Populum. Thefe latter, ftuffed with faétious Infinua- 
tions, Difguifes, Evafions, Ambiguities and other Amufements, as may be 
feen at large in the Paper delivered to the Sherriff by thé Lord-Ruffek and 
another by Colonel Sidney (which have been animadverted upon fo much 
in Print, as little will remain here to be faid of them) are chofen, by the 
Author, to be fet forth in his Hiftory verbatim ; and fo are applied to the 
fame Ufe as was intended to be made of them at firft. But, as for the 
others, fome of which are long enough too, though not fo well affifted, 
but of plain Men who, at the View of their latter End, blurted out the 
plain Truth, which they thought in vain then to difguife: Thefe are not 
honoured in this Hiftory with the leaft Notice, but the Author flides over 
them as one that affects Brevity. He tells us of: Walcot, Stane;.and Roufe 
attainted for the fame Crimes, (wiz. thé Rye-Gonfpiracy) and executed, 
but not a Word of their dying Confeffions. Stone declared that he was for 
taking off the King, and {paring the Duke of York, and, . being afked why 
fo, he anfwered, becaufe be was a declared Papift; which was more gene 
rous than the other, whom he had believed was a concealed one. This 
fhews what Notions Faction had inftilled into thefe Peoples Heads concern- 
ing the King ; the Shame of which (to fay nothing of Punifhment) ought to 
follow thofe who bafely endeavour to perpetuate the fame Rogueries. One 
Holloway, another of the Cenfpirators, made a long Harangue, by which 


At appears the Faction had perfuaded their Party that the Infurrection ‘was 


lawful, becaufe no Juftice was to be had againft Papifts. There lay the 
Secret of pufhing fo many to Death by the Means of Oates; they expected 
the King, by his Power to pardon, fhould have faved them, And alfo 
thofe vain Attempts againft the Duke of York, through the Ignoramus Ju- 
ries, were to the fame End. Alack a Day! No Suffice againft Papifts ; 
rife one and all. But enough of thefe Matters already. It is left ance 

wondes— 
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wonder that a profefled Hiftorian fhould drop thefe Evidences of Fa and 
Truth, which no Writers of Plots ever did before. f nN, 

CLIV. But, as to thofe Speeches he has grafted at fall length int&sthé The Lord 

Hiffory, firft of the Lord Rufel’s. There was a fhort Speech upon the ®##s Pa- 
“Stage, befides the long one given to the Sheriffs, In both thefe he purges [iy aad PoE 

himfelf of the Affaffination fully, but not of the Infurreétion ; about which ned artificial * 

he equivocates, as is plain to be difcerned upon the reading them, But he 

fences that his Crime was not for taking away the King’s Life, and fo not 

Treafon, nor ought to be made fo by Conftruétion. And that he intended 

nothing againft the Government, isa plain Equivoque, becaufe he intended, 

after his Way, to refcue it out of the Hands of the Papifts ; which, in 

his Senfe, was being for the Government. He doth not fay he was againft 

the overpowering the King and his Guards by Force; nor did he think it 

unlawful fo to do, being, in their Senfe, fo well intended. And, although 

the Rev. Dr. Ti/lot/on, who aéted as a Sort of Confeffor to him, urged him: 

very much to recant that pernicious Error of his, which he faid: his Lord- 

fhip was bound in Confcience to do, that Men might not le mifled, by 

him, into the fame pernicious Miftake, viz. that it was lawful to take up 

Arms againft the King in any Cafe; yet his Lordthip refufed it to the laft. 

Whereupon the Reverend Divine, to fhew the World he had done his 

Duty, publithed his Vindication... Why did not the Author infert that in 

his Hiftory, thort as it was, being very material to the Hiftory of that 

Time: But Mum for that. It was another * Perfon, a Pfeudo-Divine, that 

was faid to have cooked up thefe Papers, there being fome of his Elegan- 

cies apparent in it; as terming the intended Infurre€tion, only making fome 

Stirs, and the like. But let that fuffice to thew the Difference between 

the Principles of a Reverend Engli/b Divine, and of a bufy Scotch Par- 

fon, 

CLV. Then next advances the Paper of Mr. Sidney, in like Manner de» utr. siduey's 
livered upon the. Scaffold. This is alfo entered up in the Hiftory verba- pee 
tim; and is fo far from what one would expeét at an Execution, viz. a Scaive. 
charitable and ingenuous Difcourfe to the People, as the laft Good which 
the Man, if he intended any, could do to the Werld, that it is not only an 
elaborate Invective againft Monarchy, but alfo a feandalous Libel againft 
the Government, the Court, and all that were concerned in his Trial. As 
for Inftance, he was told that he muff dye or the Plot muft dye. It may be 
true that he was told fo; and what Libel is fo rank as would not be vented. 
by the factious Mouths of the Party? They were fo full of their own 
Oates’s Plot, that they muft needs {peak the Language of it. How comes fo 
intelligent a dying Man to repeat fuch a Sentence, the Import of which is, 
that he and others muft be murdered to perfuade People that an execrable 
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falfe Plot was a true one? If the Jefuits had made fuch Speeches as this is, 
the Author had laid them open. He defames the whole Proceeding at his — 
Trial; which, as the Law then ftood, was, in every Refpect, regular, DPfz- 
accufes all Perfons, Judges, Jury, Witnefles, &c. and even the Solfditors 
for packing the Jury, the Court for judging without hearing ; and nothing~ 
was right becaufe he had not his Will in every Thing; and, at laft, thanks 
Gop that he dies a Witnefs for the good O/d Caufe, which every Body 
knows means Rebellion, I wonder what Honour the Author, in his cleri- 
cal Wifdom, thinks he has done, either to the Gentleman that fuffered, 
whofe Failings and inveterate habituated Obftinacy, he fhould have con- 
cealed, or to the Party Caufe of his Suffering: But the Itch of publifhing a 
Libel, in the fhape of a dying Speech, overcomes all Duty and Difcre- 
tion. 

CLVI. But now I come to a Piece of Cunning, which all the Hifto- 
ries, fince the univerfal Deluge, cannot match; and it lies in a Sort of 
Heraldry or marfhalling of Matters. One would have expetted,:.as I noted 
before, a proper Narration of this Confpiracy ; and what could have done 
that Office fo well as the King’s own folemn Declaration, {ent out for the 
Satisfaction of his loving Subjects? This had Credit by the Authority it 
came from, the King, who was perfonally prefent at the Examinations; 
the Counfellors that figned it, who would not have figned toa Pack of 
Lyes, the Matters openly tranfacted, and never oppofed or contradiéted in 
any fingle Fact affirmed in it, although the Intereft of a very latifundian 
Faétion was concerned, and had done it if the leaft Umbrage of a Failing 
of Truth had been found in it. After which we will grant the Author 
all his Cautions, as not relying on a Court Declaration: for the Truth of 
Hiftory ; but it might have come in as their Allegations, and he then have 
fhewed better grounded Truths of his own finding out, But, inftead of 
that, he leers afquint at it, and wifhes it were lefs public, that he might 
baulk it wholly. It was a Wolf by the Ears, that would not be held nor 
tet go. Therefore to fave his Credit, and not to be detefted for fo rank a 
Conecaler as in fuppreffing it wholly, and withal to retund its Force, or 
make it inconfiderable, if not a vile A@ of the King’s, he lets all the Af 
fair of the Confpiracy go, and, after a final Clofure of the Matter, there 
comes the annual Account of Ecclefiaftical Matters, pointed to in the Mar- 
gin of the Book, by the Title of Tbe State of Religion; and there. we 
tind, foifted in, this Declaration of the Treafonable Confpiracy. One 
would wonder how it was poffible this meer Lay ‘Treafon thould become 
of an Ecclefiaftical Nature; and thus it is, viz. In Matters of Religion, 
the Diffenters bore all the Odium of the late Confpiracy, and:were not only 
branded for exprefs Rebels and Villains in a Multitude of : dddreffes pré- 
Jfented to the King, but were likewife feverely arraigned by the King bim- 
Self in a folemn Declaration, &e, Hiccius dexius, from the State to Reli-— 

gion 
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gion in atrice. Nobody need look farther; this is only a Royal Libel upon 
the Diffenters, whom he will have to father all his counterfeit Plots. If 
“this Declaration had come firft, it might have prejudiced the Readey, and 
him lefs fit-to imbibe his Libel againft the King and his Proceedings, 
But when that was gone before and had taken Poffeffion, then come De- 
claration, but hoodwinked and mafqued, as if it were not put out for 
Truth, but to calumniate the Diffenters. Such a fublime Piece of hifto- 
rical Invention is this! 

CLVII. But I muft run a new Rifk of feeming to abufe this grave Au- 
thor, when I fay that, in the whole Declaration, there is not one Word or 
Syllable that reflects upon the Diffenters; fo faris it (whatever they de- 
ferved) from being a fevere Arraignment of them, as this Writer falfly 
and undatifully affirms. I prefume it is not expected the King fhould 
compliment the Confpirators, and-their Party, of the Diffention or Non- 
Diffention, as pious well-meaning Men; what:then is the worft that is faid 
of them? « That a malevolent Party, by Libels, @c. promoted Sedi- 
** tion, and the Heads of them intended the Ruin of the King and his 
«© Government; they rofe to a great Height of Boldnefs, fhewing them- 
“« felves in Tumults, Riots, and unlawful Conventicles, —-— That the People 
“ came to fee the villainous Defigns of their Leaders,” There is all that 
can be pretended carries fo much as the leaft Hint refleCting on the 
Diffenters. How doth this arraign them under the Notion of a Party 
Guilty of the Confpiracy? The Malevolent Party were thofe who bore Tll- 
will to the Crown, and confederated in Treafon, whether of one Se@ or 
Denomination, or other ; and I hope thofe Perfons, fo guilty, were never 
the better for appearing at Conventicles ; hor were thofe, who were in- 
nocent, ever the worfe for fuch Appearing amongft them. -If the Author 
will fay the Diffenters were that Matevolent Party, they are beholden to 
him; elfe the Church of England are in the Scrape, for diverfe Goers to 
Church were in the Confpiracy. But however tender the Declaration is, 
{and it is very tender not to wrong, reflect upon, or accufe any Man or 
Men, but refers wholly to pofitive Guiltinefs in Fad, fo far from arraign- 
ing of Parties) yet we may be fo free to fay, as hath been already-made ap- 
pear, and will be farther demonftrated, that the Conventicling Pretenfion 
was the Foundation upon which the Confpirators depended for the Zeal and 
Numbers that were to enliven the Infurreétion. And, this being notorioufly 
the Truth of the Cafe, the Party-hoped-the King would have been induced 
thereby to have named them asa Party; which he did not, becaufe he 
would give no Colour to fay that the innocent were cenfured as guilty, bur, 
as I faid, referred wholly to the Guilt in whomfoever it was, I fay, if 





he had done otherwife, then had the King been accufed of Injuftice in his- 


Declaration, as this Author, (having that Notion in his Head) without the 
leaft Occafion or Colour given for it, hath done, And it is no lefs evil 
~ : Hiftory 
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Hiftory to join here the Form of the Royal Declaration, which is, to a 
Scruple, juit and decorous in every Refpect, with the Form and Style of 
the Lpyal Addreffes out of the Country. The Author puts the Addreffee~ 
firft, which came after the Declaration, and then, to fay Truth, they enc” 


in apace; and the whole Tenor of them, commonly, was a Charge upon 


the Seétaries for old Rebels, that were at Work upon the Forty One Trade 
over again; and how much they deteffed and abborred them and their re- 
bellious King-killing Principles and Practices: And at that Rate they were 
peppered with the Countrymens plain-dealing Eloquence, fuch as one may 
imagine to,run in the Style of Addreffes when the People are in very good 
Earneft, as they were then. This nettled the Party, at the Time, to the 
Quick, and makes the Author now fo touchy as he is. But his jumbling 
all thefe. Matters together, without any Candor or Diftinétion, and making 
the King a public Defamer of the whole Nation of Diffenters in a Lump, 
right or wrong, is an Abufe in Hiftory fo flagrant, as none but he, Defa- 
matorum famofifimus, could be guilty of. 

CLVIII. We have'done with the Prologue to this Royal Declaration ; 
it would be ftrange if there were not a fuitable Epilogue: And it thall 
not be wanted, as a fecond Part to the fame Tune, ftill careful of the 
Diffenters; for, fince Treafon is become a Spiritual Duty, the Diffenters 
are in Danger to carry off the greateft Share. It is indeed poffible that the 
reading this Declaration, malgre the Preparation made to feafon it, may 
make fome flight Impreffions on Mens Minds; therefore, to wipe them 
clear off, the Author falls into a Fit of libellous Rage againft the King, 
Court, Council, Church, I had almoft faid Religion itfelf; and all for the 
Sake of his Diffenters, who he fays (purfuant, 1 fuppofe, to the Arraign- 
ment in this Declaration, which one, by the penning, would guefs to be 
for pure Treafon only) were now marked out for Hatred and Profecution; 
the reft I fhall fay fomewhat to in another Place. For the whole Claufe is 
pregnant, arid feems to expect the King fhould have {topped the Courfe of 
the Law, and taken the Snakes into his Bofom; who, as foon as his Ma- 
jefly had done them that extraordinary Grace, would have reproached him, 
and turned the Matter of Favour into an Accufation of being a Breaker of 
the Laws ; as they did about the Indulgence once before. The Author 
writes as if this were a Caufe of Religion, and not of fecular Treafon, or 
that, under that Mafk, Treafon itfelf were very lawful. If Diffenters, on 
Pretence of Religion, practife Treafon tending to Rebellion, as the Parlia- 
“ment judged when, by moderate Penalties, joined with a Meafure of In- 
dulgence, they thought to fupprefs Conventicles; and when thofe Conven- 
ticles, being connived at, were found the Harbour and Encouragement of 
State Traitors, whereupon to prevent the horrid Mifchiefs, intended under 
that Cover, or, at leaft, to give a Check or Difcouragement to them, the 


we 
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we muft needs be charmed out of our Senfes by his bug Words, Hatred 
and Perfecution; as if all the Sects together were martyred for Religion, 
But fee the hot and cold Strain of an Author, the Type of his Party, If 
e“Laws are not executed with Vehemence againft Perfons they do not 
slike, then Popery, Partiality, and all the ill Conftrudtions are put upon it; 
then Religion has loft its Force, and all turns to fecular Politics, Exclu- 
fion, and I know not what: But if, againft thefe Nurferies of Rebellion, 
after the Pattern of Forty One, the Laws are not prohibited and ftopped ; 
then the Cant is Tyranny, Hatred, and Perfecution, bard and arbitrary 
Proceedings; and all to be underftood for the Caufe of Religion. Why 
are not thefe Men owned for Legiflators, that fhall prefcribe what Laws 
may and what may not be Laws, that is, be executed or not be exes 
cuted, fince they take upon them, as if they were the Parliament, fo far; 
and indeed fo they did when they were no Parliament, and had fearce the 
Colour of being one? And it had been hard if the Cheat had pafied the 
fecond Time, though it was in a fair Way, fo much as, I guefs, the very 
Warning hath made it impoffible ever to make the like Profer again, 
CLIX. I have thewed what Refpeét the Author hath paid to the Royal 
Declaration, one of the chief Regiftrations of the particular Faéts of this 
Confpiracy. It remains to difplay his no lefs decent Regards to an Hiftory 
exprefs of it, wrote by the Bithop of Rocheffer, Dr. Sprat, whofe Wate 
Paper he is not worthy to carry after him. ‘I fhall propofe, firft, what I 
think was the Occafion of the writing that Hiftory, then concerning the 
Performance and Difpofition of it; and, laftly, the Charaéer it bears in 
our Author. Firft, as to the Occafion, it muft be remembered that, be- 
fore the Oxford Parliament, the common People, by a long Procefs of 
Sedition and Libel, were fo prepoffeffed with an ill Opinion of the Govern- 
ment, as they were apt to believe any Evil that was confidently affirmed 
of it, How that Courfe began and proceeded, by Means of an inveterate 
Fadtion, organifed for Mifchiefs of that Kind, may be the Subject of 
another Place. The Effect of thefe PraGtices was not fudden, but the Work 
of many Years, and coft a great deal of Lying, Mifconftruing and Li- 
belling in Print, affected Talk about the Town, and fo, by Confederacy 
and Correfpondence, all over England ; whereof the worthy Relics are. 
preferved upon Record in the State Tras. And, as the Procels of Growth 
was flow, till it came near the Height of Perfection, fo, after the Crifis 
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was over, about the Time of the Rye Confpiracy, the reducing the Minds‘: 


of the People into a jufter Senfe of their Government, that it was no fuch a- 


Monfter of Iniquity as had been reprefented to them, but really more in- 
jured than difpofed to injure them, was not a: Work would do itfelf on a 
fudden ; efpecially where there was {till the fame lurking Fa@tion, which 
loft no Opportunity to refufcitate a new Flame out of the old Embers, jutt 


as they did after 1660: But there muft be allowed both Time and Means. 


for reftoring juft Thoughts of the Government to the People, And it is 
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found that, in fuch Procefs, the Gentry come over firft; and it is through. 
them that the common People, generally fpeaking, have their Satisfaction, 
And it is feldom that the general Senfe of a People, be it right or wrong, 
changes fuddenly, unlefs fome amafing Incident happens to sony 
them. And fuch was this Confpiracy of the Rye, which, as foon as clear- 
ly credited to have been that Villainy it really was, ftruck a new Notion 
into the Peoples Minds, efpecially of the better Sort, and made Way to 
fet them entirely right in their Opinion of the Public. 

CLX. Now to refift the perpetual Labouring of the Faction, with the 
People, to defame this great Difcovery, as being a Court Trick to mortify 
good Proteftants and Patriots, and upheld by Corruption, Subornation, and 
Confederation of the Popifh Plot, and Perjury of the Witneffes (whereof 
the Faét is painted in the Author’s Writings) it was thought reafonable that 
the People fhould be informed of the Truth by the moft effectual and un- 
exceptionable Means, as could be contrived: Aid, for that End, the Royal 
Declaration was publifhed and ordered to be read in Churches, which was 
compofed with that Care of Truth, that there was not a Syllable in it, that 
was not vouched by Teftimony. But that looked-to the People fome- 
what ftiff, and, coming from an Authority, might be, in fome Meafure, 
fufpeéted ; and not fo livelily touch the Spirits of the People, as was de- 
fired. Therefore it was determined that a clear and well penned Hiltery 
of the Confpiracy and Difcovery fhould be compofed and publithed; and, 
for an inconteftable Voucher of its Truth in all Points, there fhould be an 
Appendix, containing all the original Examinations, taken as well before 
the King as the Secretaries and other Magittrates, concerning it ; not vary- 
ing in a Scruple, nor adding or leaving out any: Matter,. Word, or Letter 
of them, fo as to give Sufpicion of foul Play, And that was more than 
commonly Hiftories, of that Kind, can thew; and is the utile dulci, the 
utmoft Perfection they can have. 

CLXI. The Bithop of Rocheffer, who had a good Style and a clean Pen, 
was required to make this Hiftory or Relation of the Confpiracy from the 
Evidences and Difcoveries that were laid before him ; and, the Defign 
confidered, he performed it exceeding well, as the Book itfelf demonftrates, 
And, in order to refel the futile Objections made to it, 1 muff here take 
Notice that writing hiftorically, to the prefent Age, and to Pofterity, is a 
very different Work; for the former mutt and will have much of the 
Harangue, for the Purpofe of Perfuafion, becaufe there are Prejudices to be 
oppugned; but, to Pofterity, it is clean Narration purely to inform. And 
thefe two Modes of Hiftory will not do well in each other’s Place; for a 
plain Narration, to the prefent Time, is accounted dull and without Force, 
and an eloquent Dedu@tion, with Pofterity, looks partial, and is, for that 
Reafon, little efteemed. Now the Bifhop, in his Book, hath facceeded in 
both thefe with an admirable Temper. For, as to the prefent Time, he. 
hath drawn forth the Relation of the Faéts, with a Purity of Style and 
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Exadtnefs of Oratory, in order to meet with the Prejudices of the Age, 
sand perfuade the People that the Government had the Reafon and Juftice 
fe, if, by neat Writing, the People were invited to read his agreeable 
.Relation, ‘Then, on the other Side, as to Pofterity, that his beautiful Style 
might not make the Truth of the Hiftory fulpected, there are, annexed, 
at the End, all thofe original Examinations, remaining there, as Records, 
which none had ever the Face to gainfay, to vouch the Truth of it. And, 
for this Reafon, that Relation, with its Appendix, will be accounted as a 
Riches in the Eng/i/h Hiftory for ever; although the Faction ever were, and 
are yet, angry at it, 

CLXII. But now, to find out our Author, we muft ftep into the next 
Reign ; for he fays nothing of this Hiftory in the proper Place; and 
the Reafon was that, if he had found Fault with it there, he muft 
have fhewn Caufe, or given a better. But, being got warm and fafe en- 
fconced in another Reign, he begins and tells us, #¢ wows made the Fafbion 
of the Court (of King Yames Il.) to difbelieve and ridicule the whole Po- 
pif Plot, and to talk of nothing but the Plot of the Prefbyterians, Inever 
heard that Believing or Difbelieving went by Fafhion before. Men may 
believe or difhelieve by Prejudice of Education or Converfation ; but then 
it is really fo, though on no other Grounds, and without fo much as a 
Thought of any: But, when Folks are faid to come into an Opinion for 
Fathion, it is not Opinion, but Diflimulation and Hypocrify, Therefore 
we can allow the Author only the Ridicule, for making Court, but not the 
believing any thing, for Fathion, againft proper Conviction, And, as for 
ridiculing of Oates and his Complices, at leaft in a Court under no Re- 
ftraint in thofe Affairs, who could forbear it? And the Roman Catholics 
might claim the beft Title fo to do; for it was poflible (to {peak modeftly) 
they might exprefly know that the Accufations were falfe, which other 
People did but, upon ftrong Reafon, opine to be fo, And, to fay Truth on 
their Side, they were fo far from ridiculing the whole Popi/h Plot, that they 
went ferioufly to work to bring one Part of it to Perfeétion, which was 
by fetting up and encouraging Fanatics to join againft the Eftablithed 
Church, as a Means to let in Popery; and they wrought almoft éntirely 
upon this Scheme, as is well known to thofe that lived amongft them ; as 
alfo how the Fanatics, on their Side, courted the Popith Intereft with moft 
falfom, profane and flattering Addrefles. And the Court might alfo, at that 
‘Time, talk enough of the Plot againft the Life of the King and Duke (then 
King) but not as a Plot of Prefbyterians only, when moft other Sects, to- 
gether with Atheifts, Libertines, and fuch like, were equal Sharers with 
them in the good Work. As for the Prefbyterians, they, with their Friends 
the Quakers, Gc. were become Favourites. So the Author may dance back 
again, with his Ridicules, to the former Reign. | 


of their Side, and the Faétion the contrary; and this was more like to be’ 
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The RyePlot  CLXIIT. But all this Sentence of the Author’s comes in only by Way of Pre= 
only a Jeli face to a Flirt againft the Bithop of Rocheffer, whofe Cale is coming on, 
the Bithop’s though out of Time. He would avoid, alack! the gracelefs Part of defaming. 
pecount meer q Perfon he fhould have rever'd as fuperior in Church Order to hinhteiF; 
: and fo he ufhers one anonymous, that fays of this Prefbyterian (but to hold- 
to his Mode of Libel in the Ufe of Disjunctives) or Proteflant Plot, whieh 
moft People looked upon as the Contrivance of the Fefuits, in order to baffle 
the Popifh Plot and to crufh the Ringleaders— who endeavoured to prevent 
King James's Accefion to the Throne. Note here, in the firft Place, that the 
Ringleaders of the Plot were the Labourers to deprive the Duke of the Suc- 
ceffion; doth not that imply furioufly that the Plot itfelf was made for No- 
thing elfe? But let that pafs; here is a concife Account of all the Depofi- 
tions, Trials, Confeffions, &c. onlya Jefuitical Trick. But what is all this 
to the Bifhop of Rochefter? That follows — and the Court being now re- 
Solved to profecute the reft, the eloquent Pen of Dr.Sprat, not long fince made 
Bifbop of Rochefter, was induftrioufly fet on Work to vernifh over and pal- 
liate the Flaws of Keiling, and other Witneffes Depofitions, He isa ttrange 
Vernifher that gives the Wood without any Vernith at all upon it; fo hath 
the Bithop done with Keiling’s and the other Witnefles Depofitions; he 
having annexed them in the very Words, The Deuce is in that Deceiver 
that fets the naked Truth before our Eyes! After that, he may wheadle 
and wind, or verni(h, as he pleafeth. If the Right Reverend Bifhop, the 
Author, had been a compleat Hiftorian (forfooth) he fhould have done 
with the Rye as this great Writer hath done with Oafes’s Plot, that is, 
out of the Stock of his Eloquence, have given it Epithets plenty, as horrid, 
damnable, execrable, but faid not a Word of the Matter, much lefs given 
in the enorm Depofitions in the very Words. See now there a Difference 
in Writers! Here isa Reverend Perfon who relates the Fact of a Confpi- 
racy in a good Method, exact Style, and beautiful Engii/h; in a Word, in 
an oratorian Way: And, for a clear Proof of all his well turned Periods and 
exprefs Allegations, gives the naked Depofitions, as they were taken, to a 
Word, without fupprefling or concealing any Thing, This Man muft be a 
Deluder and Vernifher, and the other (I mean the great Writer before us) 
a compleat Hittorian, 
All, hid againft CLXIV, Then for palliating ; when Falfity and Deceit is in the Wind, 
th: Book, isin there come Words always without any fenfible Meaning, As here, ver- 


Words void of 


Seafe, nifh, palliate, Flaws, What can any one underftand by thefe? The Au- 
thor fhould fure have fhewed what Fatts the Bifhop concealed, enlarged, 
invented, or falfified. No; lying and flandering muft not be particular, for 
then it is confatable; and that is abfolutely inconfiftent with the Defign. 
If a Reader has Patience with fuch Stuff as this, his Phlegm is extraordi- 
nary; but more is coming; for the Author, fpeaking of the Flourithes of 
Oratory, fays —~-Which are. Jo far from perfuading, that they give Truth 
an Air of Fiétion: Soa Scory, well told, hath a great Difadvantage Fas 

<= yes 
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Lyes commonly are well dreffed up, and Truth, in its beft Cloaths, muft 
needs leer and {quint juftasaLye doth. But Antiquity was much miftaken, 
shat accounted Truth and Honefty to be the Accomplithment of Eloquence, 
“Byrfot that Eloquence hurt Truth. Y¥et, let it be as he fays, what is all 
athis to the very Depofitions, both all and fome, which are ftark naked, and 
have no Dreffing at all? But mark. However, as Affairs were then managed, 
a Romance was as fit to ferve the Court as true Hiffory. So here isa Bob 
for the Court, and they deferve it for dealing to the People true Hiftory, 
when a Romance would have done as well. It would be an hard Tafk to 
extradt any one fenfible Point out of all this, which (as I faid) in the Qua- 
lity of Confufion and Indefinity of Expreffions, fuits beft with the Intention 
of a Libel. Who can tell what the Subject, of all this Reflection, is, what 
the Word managed means, or what the Affairs were, and how Romance, 
that is lying to the Public, could ferve the Turn of the Court, when many 
People, at leaft fuch as were influenced by FaGtion, would fcarce believe the 
plaineft Truths of it? And now, between the Bithop of Rochefer’s Hiffory 
and this, let the Indifferent fay which hath moft an Air of Fiction. I am 
ready, for this Turn, to have done with our Author, and to drop him into 
his own Filth, to reft fecure there till there is Occafion to call him forth 
upon new Matter. But I muft firft take a parallel View of the two Plots, 
that of Oates and this of the Rye, with the chief diftinguifhing Circum- 
ftances; and alfo of the two primary Difcoverers, and then of the Author 
with himfelf; and that, by Way of Peroration, fhall conclude the Second 
Part of this Examen. 

CLXV. The Difcovery of Oates came in by Starts, and not without the 
Dodging of two or three Affiftants, viz. Kirkby, Tong, and Counfellor Smith 
to advife; and attacked the King perfonally in the firft Inftance. But the 
Difcovery of Kerling was firft profered to the neareft great Man in Authority, 
by mentioning it to one even under him, Oazes’s Depofition came by Par- 
cels framed into Articles, and, being puttogether, were {worn to anticipate 
an Examination inthe Council; and in all the Courfe, unaccountable Affec- 
tation of Secrecy and Delays, to gain the meeting of the Parliament, But 
Keiling, without Scrip or Scrowl prepared, was examined by the Secretary, 
and his Information figned, as is ufual upon fuch Examinations, without 
any Stiffnefs or Referves at all, neither refpecting the Parliament, nor any other 
Emergence. Oates difcovered by Parcels, and kept back what he thought 
fit; and fo he declared. But Kes/ing told all, worft and beft, at once, with- 
out any Referve or farther Examination, but as the Difcovery of others gave 
Occafion for new Queftions to be put, which he anfwered readily and fully. 
Under the former there was a continual Sufpence, and Expectation for the 
Bottom of the Plot to come up ; but, under the other, it came, as one may fay, 
with the Bottom upwards, that is the foulleft and final Part firft. In the 
former, of all the Multitudes of Papers, Letters, Commiffions, &c. that 

were 
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-were the very Foundation and criminal Part of the Charge, both generaband 


partitular; neither any one, nor fo euch as a Copy of any one, ever wag. 
fhewed; though moft had been in the Poffeffion of the Difcoverer, By 
Keiling mentioned but one Paper, viz. the Diftribution of the City, aad at 
was produced. Oates and his Colleagues were notorious Fourbs and Out-~ 
cafts of Goals, a Pack of fuch Villains as are not to be matched between 
‘Heaven and Hell. But the Teftimony, in the Rye Plot, were Men, gene- 
rally, of common Probity, and (the Confpiracy excepted) all of good Qua- 
dity and Subftance; and Keiling, the Difcoverer, a plain honeft Tradefman, 
whofe Living (Faction apart) had been, and was afterwards, blamelef, The 
‘former were indigent Wretches, and penfioned with Rewards for teftifying ; 
befides larger Encouragements proclaimed in an unprecedented Manner, 
But the others had neither Promife, nor Pay, nor other Stipulation 
made with them or any one, for a fingle Farthing, or fo much as Pardon, 
till it appeared how they behaved themfelves. The former had great 


‘Gain by Narratives printed with their peculiar Licences figned, mame 


and that none prefume to print the fame, or to that Effe&, But the latter 
neither had nor thought of any fuch Advantage, but made oral Relation as 
they were regularly examined, and the Clerks fet down their Information, 
‘Under the former, many Men were accufed and imprifoned under fingle 
Teftimony, and never brought to Trial; whereof fome perifhed by the ill 
‘Qualities of, the worft of Goals, Newgate. But here no Perfon was ac- 
cufed but foon tried or bailed ; and many, againft whom there was Evidence, 
upon their decent Behaviour, let go and not queftioned at all. All thofe 
that, under the former Plot, fuffered Death under the Teftimony of Oates, 
&c, at their Deaths utterly denied every treafonable Faét that was fworn 
again(t them, and for which they were condemned; and, in the latter, no 
one fuffered but confeffed the Facts; only thofe, who perfevered, ufed Artto 
difguife them, and to make them look lefs criminous; but, even under that 
Subtilety, the Truth appeared plain enough, and there was not a Poffibility 
of denying the Facts, abfolately, after fuch Teflimony as had been given, 
without Infamy, or forfeiting all Reputation of Ingenuity: And, to end 
this Comparifon, the firft Plot (upon this Author’s Credit) was a Crifis of Po. 
litics, to trouble and confound the State ; and this latter a providential Reflay- 

ration of Peaceznd Settlement to the lawful Government of England, 
CLXVI. But now we are to confider the Author's hot and cold Qualities, 
upon Occation of his Reprefentation of thefe two contrariant Con{piracies, 
the Popifh and Fanatic, which, laid clofe together, will fet off each other 
with Advantage. As to Oares’s, the Author manages the Approaches by 
artificial Steps, whereby an huge monftrous Idea is raifed of it by the Name 
of Te Plot ; and, when the Scene comes to open, no one Limb, Member, 
or Part of it appears, not fo much asa Pes to the Hercules; but bug 
Words enough, as exccradble, horrible, damnable, ec, But, for other 
_ Matters 
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Matters of Fact, his Reader may go look. Then, ina Procefs reverfed, he 
approaches the Rye by diminifhing Steps; the Court was refolved to deftroy 
aProteftants, and, inftead of a Non-Entity like the former, it is made a {ce- 
Jette" Proje&t of Subornation, Perjury, and Murder, under Colour of Law, 
‘for the Purpofes aforefaid: And, to demonftrate the Matter, he cavils at 
fome Witneffes emptily and impertinently, and fays Nothing at all in parti- 
cular of all the reft which were demonftrative ; and all this fo like a Chi- 


caneur, one would take him for a Criminal“feocing for his Life, rather: 
than an Hiftorian telling Truth. Thofe Perfons, whofe Faith in Oates did. 


not come up to a Popifh Refignation, are, with this Author, Papi/ts, f- 
feéteds, Stiflers Ridiculers, &c. and thofe, who were deeply incenfed at the 
Rye Defign, truly execrable as it was, are S/aves, Tools, Betrayers, Sots and 


Idiots, &c.. And then fuch Points of Law as (purfuant to elder Authorities) , 


were fettled and took Place in the Cafes of the Criminals under Oates, after 


<eiling’s Difcovery, were become enervous, or worfe, Strains of the Law,. 
hard and arbitrary Judgments, While Oates reigned, the Author groans that~ 


no more Blood was fhed, and talks of Difcouragements, and frowning on 


the Evidence, after they had {worn out of the World about twelve Com-- 
moners and one Peer, and confounded feveral more. But, when four or five: 
had fuffered for the material Treafon of the Rye, it was a Jefuitical Trick: 
to deftroy Proteftants, and all Defence was vain, they were prejudged, The: 
Sufferers under Oafes are made a String of Idiots that fwung out of the: 
World with {winging Lyes in their Mouths; but the Hiftorian conceals their: 


own Forms and Expreflions, though in public Print. And, in the Rye Dif 


covery, he choofes a Cafe or two, he thinks moft pitied, to quarrel about, and : 
prints the Libels publifhed with the Cclour of being their dying Speeches; , 
but. lets all the reft of the Criminals go in Peace, and fuppreffeth their - 


dire&t confefling Speeches at their Deattis, though made equally public by 
the Prefs. He brings forward the Votes“(fuch as he thought would not do 
his Caufe more Hurt than Good) of the Houfes of Parliament, and trum- 


pets them out as inconteftable Vouchers of his Nov-Ens the Plot, though: 
Oates isnot named in any one of them. But the grand State Voucher, of ° 
the Rye Confpiracy, is metamorphofed into a Libel on the Diffenters, and: 
packed out of the Way for a Concern, not of the State, but of Religion, . 
He brings forward Writers of his own Stamp, to fhew the Foundations of © 


Oates were true, but the Superftructures a little, fo-fo, dubious; but neither 


how, which, nor what. But he will not allow a reverend Bifhop’s clear- 


and eloquent Hiftory, with the naked original Vouchers annexcd, to be 


better than the French tocfin des Maffacreurs, a Summons to the hang- - 
ing up of all the reft of the Proteftants. His Breath is hot and cold, his - 
Pen a Feather, a Pencil that daubs any Colour he pleafeth, a meer Wea- - 
thercock that points to every Air of his Faction. His Then was then;. 


Now, now. He commands, arbitrarily, Law, Juflice and every Thing. 
Even 
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Even Life and Death muft be Merit or Murder, and Truth it felf mut 

truckle under the Immane JurifdiGion of an Hiftory, by him figned, i. 

partial and compleat. In a Word, to conclude this Comparifon, in the 

whole Courfe of Oares's Plot, he was a foul Railer at the Not-guilty; andy” 
in that of the Rye, a bafe Sycophant of the Guilty. And, if his foul Writ. 

ing doth not make all this good, let him take my Charaéter and leave me 

his own; which isan Exchange I would not make for all the Preferment 

he ever, by writing Hiftories, courted. 
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forlorn Hope of the Pyrenean fecret Article, and his main Battel and pide tty 
Referve of Plots, with the rafcally Shams that followed his Camp for in this third 
Ambufcades and Surprifes. Now I propofe to fall upon his detach’d Parties, Part. 
drawn on more for Shew than Action: Such as are his loofe and indepen- 
dent Slanders, falfe Gloffes, Suppreffions, and Falfifications of Matters lefs 
tragical, and which draw no Blood. And herein we fhall not want Va- 
riety; though his Defign is the fame, and will force from us the conftant 
Conclufion, which is, that it is not Hiftory, but Libel, that he writes, 
For all his Memento’s are to the fame Purpofe, and that is to defame the 
Memory of King Charles II, and to fanétify that of the Faction, that were 
the profeffed and implacable Enemies of Him, his Family, and Govern- 
ment, And, in the Courfe of this Expedition, I fhall lay open diverfe of 
his Figments and Doubles, which may occafion fome more extended Re- 
lations of Matters that he, either takes no Notice of, or, elfe, touches with 
a venom’d Quill: And, perhaps, fome, out of his Reach, which conduce 
to a clearer Underftanding of the Times, and, for that Reafon, are not amifs 
to be related. And, if I touch upon any Thing that I have mentioned before, 
it fhall be for Enlargement or Explanation, And however fome Circum- 
fiances, to be related, may feem {mall, yet, being of great Perfons, -great 
Hhh Things, 


L I N the two former Parts I have engaged the Compleat Hiffory Man’s Iatroduétion; 
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Things, and of no little Confequences,, I hope; whatever the Writing is, 
the Reading: may be no great Lofs of ‘Time, This Defign will draw me 
back again, towards the Beginning of this Reign, in order to a thort Walk, : 
through the Author’s Book, to crofs it over again; that I may clear the 
State of the Public, in thofe Times, from fome remaining Filth of his Pen, 
for better difcerning the following Changes it underwent. And I think no 
Introdaétion fitter than the following Account, extracted from my Me- 
morial, 

IL. Upon the King’s Return; the Voice of the People ran fo 
“« ftrong on the Part of the Royallifts, that were for the Church and the 
“ Crown, that the Faction had no Hopes of doing any Thing by Sedition 
“*-apenly carried, but aimed at the uniting that Férce which had been diffi 
© pated and diffolved, and, when together, had formerly bridled three 
“ Kingdoms. This they thought to do by plain Rebellion, wherein if 
*« they could but once get Footing, to make a Stand for fome Time, and 
* eftablifh the Seat of a War, they thought their Party, though defpoiled 
“ of their Crown and Church Lands, would be more defperate, and were 
** numerous enough to prevail againft the King and the Gentry, who were 
*« fo fecure, in their own Opinion, that they were confidering rather that’: 
“ the Parliament would inveft too much Power in the King,: than that. 
“ there was any Danger in the okd’Rebels: And therefore many of them: 
‘< began to draw the. other. Way, defigning the Crowa fhould depend on- 
*« the good Will of the People, and thought themfelves politic in keeping 
“ the Ballance as even as ever they could. One would think that they, who. 
“ -had felt the Miferies-of Anarchy, fhould never have feared a King. | 

IIIs. But the Houfe of Commons, of the Parliament 1661, were fo 
**- zealous for the King’s Service, and in eftablithing the Church, that many 
“* of the King’s Counfellors-thought it would irritate fo many, (the Prefby+ 
“ terians and Independants;. and other Sedtaries, were thought fo numerous) 
“that it was:deemed dangerous to the State ; and the King was prevailed 
** with to interpofe, not only to procure a quiet Confirmation ‘of the A@ 
© of Indemnity, in all Particulars, but alfo to deliberate about difpenfing 
“« with the. Act of Uniformity, and allaying the Commons in their Motions 
“ of Rigor towards the Diffenters. Befides the Argument of Danger from 
“ the Number of Diffenters, in Cafe of any Infurrection, the Diffenters pre+ 
‘« tended to be great Friends to Toleration, for Confcience Sake, even to 
“« Papifts, So that all the Papifts, who-had endeavoured to repeal the San= 
‘© guinary Laws, and could not prevail with the Loyal Parliament (though 
* many honeft Men; at the fame Time they refufed to join in the Repeal, 
“+ declared they were good to remain in Lerrorem, but too rigorous to be 
‘© put in Execution) endeavoured to obtain.a Difpenfation the fame Way 
“with the Diffenters; and . therefore promoted ‘their Defires, So both 
*« joined, not only. to get .the.Thing,. but, to make the Diffenters appear 
** formidable, as. the Motive whereon-it could-{coneft-be obtained.. 
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EV. « It was obferved in the Houfe of Commons, when a Motion was 
« made againft the Fanatics, fome of their Friends would defire the Law 
“ might extend to Papifts; and, when a Law was nfoved againft the Pa. 
<* pifts, fome of their Friends would defire it might comprehend the Fa- 
** natics; and fo both Interefts joined, and nothing could be carried but 
«« what was fo clear, that the Force of both Parties could not hinder. The 
« Prefbyterians had another Benefit by this; for, while they appeared wil- 
« ling the Papifts fhould be tolerated, and even taken into Employments, 
« the Court took Courage, and thought they might fafely do it, when the 
« mutinous Party would bear it. There was no Danger of honeft Gentle- 
«© men who never could be angry with the King ; and, if they would be 
«« froward, yet there was no Danger in it, they would, at any Time, be 
«* reconciled. When the Prefbyterians had led the Court into thefe Adtions, 
« they took Care the Underlings of their Party (for the Heads of them 
“ were to appear fair, that they might not loofe their Influence) fhould 
« found in all Peoples Ears that the Court inclined to Popery, and make 
¢ thofe AGions odious to all honeft Gentlemen, as well as lofe their 
« Grace with the Fanatics, who, though they enjoyed the Indulgence, yet 
*« believed it was given for the Sake of others, and did not deferve their 
«© Thanks.” 

V. So the Memorial ; which fhort Account is a Magifterium able to dif- 
folve whole Pages and Columns of falfe and unaccountable Slanders, in Fo- 
lio, of the Author, which, upon Occafions here touched, are caft upon the 
Memory of the King, and are to be found {cattered about in his Book, as 
he could beft contrive to fet them off. Whereby it appears, that, in thefe 
Affairs, he writes but the Senfe of thefe Underlings at beft, however his 
own Skill is adjoined to add a Perfedtion to the ill Nature. I doubt not 
but the perufal of this Paragraph of the Memorial, and an eafy Applica- 
tion to the Paffages I fhall hint at in his Book, with a little crofs Reflection 
from the one to the other, as when, for Comparifon, Things are collated, 
will make my Cenfure appear juft; yet, for a fuller Demonttration, I fhatl 
proceed Anatomically, and take his Noffrums into Examination feverally, 
as I can pick them up out of the odd Corners of his Text. 

VI. Firft, I obferve he hath a threwd Difpofition to libel this Parlia- 
ment for doing fo much, as they did, towards eftablithing the Church and 
the Crown, He gives no Occafion to imagine, as the Truth was, that the 
Gentlemen of this early Parliament came up full of Horror at the ver 
Thoughts of the paft Miferies of the Civil War, and firmly refolved (if by 
any Means in their Power it might be done) to prevent the like for the fu- 
ture. ‘This Determination of theirs, on which I have touched already, was 
manifefted in all their Proceedings, efpecially againft the Se@aries; which 
tended to deprive them of thofe Handles and Pretenfions they had ufed for 
bringing on the Rebellion. Nor doth the Author indulge thofe worthy 
Gentlemen with any Allowance on Account of Duty, or Confcience, more 
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than of Wifdom ; nor flays to give us Time to reflec how manifeftly that, 
formerly, defamed and perfecuted Charatter of Loyalty, through the bitter 
Experience of the National Calamities, (which, upon the Depreffion of it, : 
{pread fo much) was reintegrated with Advantage: But touches all the Pat. 
fages, upon the Reftauration, in a {neering cenforious Way, and fo lays a 
Foundation for a World of falfe Confequences and malicious Infinuations ; 
and then, as his Way is, affirms Matters in general to be made good by 
fome one trivial Matter of Fa@ (fuch is his Logic) which, being accidental 
perhaps, or without any direct Intent, fhall make all good to the End of the 
Chapter. He lays it down, by Way of Pofition, that the Parliament frewed 
their Loyalty and Affettion to the King, in all imaginable Ways of advanc- 
ing his Perogative, as well as Revenue. "This, in the Latitude of the Ex- 
preffion, is utterly falfe, For he as good as fays that the Parliament, alack! 
ufed no Diftinétion at all, and had no Care of the People; but were hur- 
tied on, in a Swing of fenfelefs Loyalty and Fondnefs, to deliver up all 
Law and Property to the Crown. But, furely, his Betters, then, and ever 
fince, have thought all, that was done for the Church and Crown, to be 
true Englifh Policy for the Prefervation of Law and Property; and not fo 
much the Refult of a chimeric Loyalty, as he would have us think it was. 
And, which is more, the Event, or Confequences of that Conduct, truly 
anfwered the Defign of thofe Gentlemen; for, as Things fell out in that 
Reign, the public Peace was conferved, which, probably, upon other Mea- 
fures, had fallen in Pieces, What had the People got, if the Parliament, 
inftead of guarding the Crown, had colleagued with Venner and other In- 
farrectioners in that Reign, as in Forty One (wanting this Duty and Wifdom) 
they did with the Scots? But obferve how he exaggerates this flavith Refig- 
nation of that Parliament — all imaginable Advance of Perogatives and 
Revenues. The verieft Traitors of Truft upon Earth could not have done 
more. Sure the Lex Regia was paft into an Act of Parliament, or Henry 
the Eighth’s Law, that made his Proclamation equal with a Statute, was 
re-enacted, or more, if it was but imaginable, 

VII. But, coming to Proof, it appears that, inftead of fuch high Things 
as thefe, we muft be content with very poor Doings to fupport fuch a lofty 
Pofition, And thofe are the Recognition of the Militia to be undoubtedly 
the King’s, and that it was unlawful to take up Arms againft the King or 
any commiffioned by him; and that all Dignitaries, Gc. muft acknowledge 
and fubicribe, &c, Can Imagination fly any higher? Now I will frankly 
allow that the Canker, or Coar, of the late Rebellion was torn out by this 
loyal Acknowledgement; and the adverfe Pretence can never hereafter, 
with any tolerable Grace, be made a Colour for Rebellion, and rifing up 
in Arms againft the Crown, as the Parliament in 1641 did. But the Au- 
thor is miftaken in his Word Advance, which is not proper here, becaufe 
that Law was but declaratory of what the common Law was before, as the 
AG itfelf dire@ly expreffes, and not introduétory of a new Law, or Lex 

Regia, 
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Regia, as the Author would have it thought. For King Charles I. had an 
undoubted Right to the Militia, and to the Non-Refiftance (with Force) of 
» his Subjects; though the 41 Men were pleafed mof wickedly to gainfay 
it, and thereby made this Recognition neceflary, See here the Advance of 
Prerogative by all imaginable Ways, 

VIII, But one may difcern the Author’s Pain at Heart, about this decla- 
ratory Law, which makes him break forth in this pathetic Remark; The 
like would not have been done (fays he) in the brighteft Part of his Father's 
Reign. There was no Part of that Reign truly bright, but that ten Years 
in which there was no Parliament; all the reft was cloudy and black. It 
is pity Engli/bmen fhould ever give Occafion to fay, but all Memory gives 
it for a bright Truth, that the Nation never knew more Plenty, Profpe- 
rity, and Glory, than in that Time, The Fanatic Party that, out of Par- 
liament, as Fifhes out of the Water, was impotent and enervous; while 
the Parliament fat, let neither King nor People be at Eafe. For, on the 
one Side, they refted not from pufhing the King into foreign Wars, upon 
plaufible Pretences, and then denied Supplies; and, on the other Side, fo- 
mented Jealoufies in the People’s Minds, with other Difingenuities not of 
this Place to infift on: But, by that Trick (then a new one) they found 
Means to involve the Nation in Blood and Confufion, as the Hiftories, of 
that Time, fhew. But now, to anfwer the Author, I defire to know if, 
in the truly bright Time of that Reign, any one living fo much as dreamt 
the Militia was not the King’s? He had the Military Tenures in Propriety, 
and was guarded by the Law 25 Edward III, that made all levying War 
to be High Treafon. But, in the cloudy Times, that is fitting the rebellious 
Parliament, if he had afked a Recognition of his Royalty, it had not been 
gtanted; and if, at the Beginning of his Reign, he had afked a Recogni- 
tion, fuch as we have here, that very Afking had given a better Handle to 
deny it, than the 41 Parliament had to arrogate it to themfelves. So inge- 
nuous is our Author, to take the Cafe of King Charles I, and parallel it 
with that of King Char/es II in this Matter: When, in the firft, Impudence 
itfelf had not queftioned the Right, till Rebellion itfelf had began to deprive 
the Exercife of it; which foul Outrage gave Occafion to the Parliament, in 
the other Reign, to bar that Door. I know very well that diverfe of the 
Author’s old Mafters did alfo repine at this Recognition, faying,’ Why 
could not they have let the Matter reft dubious, as it was? Why muff they 
needs recognife? All this is eafily anfwered. It is fure enough, had it not 
been done, the next rebellious Difpofition had again affirmed the old poi- 
fonous Pretence, as the 41 Men did, and have cited them for it; and fo 
the like tremendous Confequences might have foon attended, which the loyal 
Parliament moft prudently obviated by this Recognition. 

IX. The next Matter, confiderable about that Time, w/z. 1662, and fo 
on to 1672, was the wonderful Harmony between the two pretended Ex- 
tremes, Popery and Fanaticifm, about Indulgence; and the Treachery of 
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the Fanatics in turning back the Favour in contumely upan the Court, ©n 
this Occafion the Author advances another ftately Polition, with which he 
enjoys himfelf in Abndance of Places, as if he thought the Invention a 
fuperlative one. It is that the Parliament fuppreffed Conventicles, not for 
any particular Diflike, but, only becaufe the King made a Shroud of them, 
to cover his Favour for Popery; and that the Prefbyterians had merited well 
of the State, as he will thew us in due Time. According to this Model, 
whereever he touches upon Conventicles, and fecuring the Uniformity of 
the Church under Epifcopal Government, he lets nothing be done with re- 
gard to any Danger from Se¢taries, good Men, but only to that of Popery. 
And thus he gives the Lye to all the Acts of Parliament that were made 
againft feditious Conventicles upon Pretence of Religion; which moft ex- 
plicitly declare the Caufe to be the preventing the like Mifchiefs to the Pu- 
lic, as had before happened, through their Means, and were fo lately re- 
covered: All which is now referred to the very Words to be found in 
every Statute-Book, If the Reach of thofe Laws had been to exclude Po- 
pery, though but incidently, or together with other Intentions, the Parlia- 
-ment had furely noted it in the Preamble, as, in all A@s of Parliament, re- 
lating to Popery, is done. So ridiculous is it to imagine the Parliament 
‘fhould banter in their Preambles about Sedition, and the late ill Effects 
of it through Conventicles, and the bad Confequences, as to the eftablithed 
Church and Monarchy, and mean a clean contrary Thing, that is, to dif 
able the King of a Means he had found out to bring in Popery. And the 
Refleétion is yet fo much worfe, as the Parliament, about the Time of paf- 
fing thofe Laws, was free from thofe Fears and Jealoufies of Popery, which 
came into the Houfes upon Difcoveries afterwards, But an Author can 
make Laws, it feems, by a legiflative Conftru@ion of the Defign, though 
contrary to the exprefs Declaration contained in them, If he will have it 
fo, who fhall contradiG it? 

X. He lays fo much Strefs upon this Nofrum of his, that I mutt needs 
fhew the Form of his working it up, and how he fpreads it forth to fit 
his Purpofe. He ufes the fame Method, as I have noted, on other Occa- 
fions; and indeed he is a peculiar Writer, not like to any but himeelf: F or, 
when he draws up toa great Lye, he proceeds, juft as Soldiers in taking 
Towns, by regular Approaches, breaking Ground at a Diftance, and then 
coming obliquely and gradually to the Affault. Now here he is at it again, 
and very bufy about his Circumftantials and Preparatives, in order to poffefs 
us of that grand Falfification about the Statute of Conventicles, and alfo to 
purge them from all Imputation of Diforder or Sedition: All which is an 
Abufe fo grofs as will need many Traverfes to take it in. Therefore we 
mutt have Patience, if it be not foon brought about; and we mutt be ex- 
cufed for walking the Author’s Pace, in all his Round-abouts, though it 
be out of all known Track of Truth. To lye grofly, and without Art, is 
a proletarian Vice, but to do it with Addrefs, and fubconcealed Artifice, fhews 


data ORR ie ee en ae eR eae ee a8 Se 


Cuap. VI. EXAMEN. 431 


XI. But here I forefee a Neceffity' to ftate the Tihes and Occafions of A State of the 


the Royal Indulgences-to Diffenters; becaufe the ae ufeth the Word oe 
Indulgence {o promifcuoufly, as, if Provifion be ot timely made for the Occafions 


pointing to what it relates, may breed a Confufion. The firft News of In« #4 Events. 
dulgence was the Declaration from Breda, April y4, 1660. where it is 
faid, that all Perfons thall have Liberty of Conn and none be punithed: 
for their Opinions, that do not break the Peace of the Kingdom. And the 
Prefbyterians abroad then, who folicited thefe Matters, had the Impudence 
to urge the King againft the Ufe of the Common Prayer, even in his own 
Royal Chapel ; which, in that Circumftance, was to deny him the fame 
Liberty they preffed him to give them. But the King, with fome Warmth, 
refifted ; yet there is fome Reafon to believe he {moothed them with fome 
good Words, which they, afterwards, moft brazenly called Promifes, ‘This 
Indulgence, after the Reftauration, was amply executed by the Declaration 
Oétober 25, 1660, which modelled the Liberty in fuch a Manner as difpenfed 
with the elder A&t of Uniformity, then in Force, and left a Liberty to alk 
Perfuafions to hold Preferments, without the ftri@ Ufe of the Liturgy and: 
Ceremonies. It was no Wonder that, hereupon, the Parliament took 
Alarm, and, not to let this high Aét of Supremacy pafs into Precedent, 
they ftopt the Gap with a new Act of Uniformity ; which, by the Way, 
was not done without the decent Interpofition of the Convocation, and 
Conferences with fuch as oppofed, in order to fatisfy all Perfons, that were 
reafonable, and, if it might be, the whole Fanatic Party. But, inftead of 
that, they began to play their Game, as hath been touched in the former 
Parts, and we fhall hear more of afterwards. They followed their Point 
fo clofe, as, with the Affiftance of their Brethren the Papifts, the King, in 
1662, was prevailed on to grant an Indulgence, which they called a Com- 
prehenfion ; and it amounted to a Dilpenfation againft the A of Unifor- 
mity. And,.when it was found that the Parliament would not away with 
this, it was withdrawn, and turned into a Recommendation. But the Par- 
liament would not bear even with that, and they vacated all Pretenfions on 
Account of Promifes at Breda; for all, that looked that Way, had Reference 
to the Parliament when: met, and, in all other Refpects, was null, and of 
no Force againft the Law. enacted, or to be enatted, to the contrary. And 
then they proceeded'to the Adts againft-Conventicles:in 1664, and 1670; 
In 1672, the Lord Shaft/bury’s Declaration came.out, of which enough hath 
heen faid.. So here are Promifes, Comprehenfion, Indulgence, or Tolera- 
tion, often to be mentioned, but muft be underftood.aceording to the fubjec 
Matter. 

XII. And we are now to fee how all thefe Parties and Interefts behaved The King is 
themfelves ; and how the Author, in his arbitrary Will and Pleafure, hath ryeabeen cer 
difpofed of them and their Projeéts. To begin with the King, he muft indulge but - 
be given up.to a reprobate Senfe, having opened his Campaign by fhewing Porery. 
a Difpofition to Indulgence, but (mark) only as an-Inlet to Popery. . All his 
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Majefty’s Reafons aid’ Inclinations were pure Papiftry, and nothing elf; 
which Scandal the Author fo perpetually exaggerates, that it becomes ful- 
fome, and, by the egregious Partiality and Undutifulnefs of it, turns the 
Stomach of a Reader, not of his own Leaven, But we muft bear with it, 
if we will have any Thing to do with him, and extricate ourfelves by fuch 
Steps as may be taken.\ So, before I give the Inftances of his drefling and 
diverfifying his Malice, ‘and, particularly, upon the Subject of Conventicles 
and Indulgences, I fhall a little refle&t on the King’s Circumftances relating 
to thofe Matters. 

XIII. It were well if Kings were as much above other Men in Sovereign 
Virtues and Endowments, as they are in Place and Authority. But we find 
them obnoxious to Failings and Singularities ; fo as no Man, however Loyal, 
accounts them infallible or impeccable, like as the foolifh People, for the 
moft Part, expect they fhould be. It is notorious they live under great Dif 


~ 


advantages, both as to knowing and doing well; the former for want of ° 


perfonal Application to Things in Practice, and the other for the too many 
and furious Temptations that furround them ; for which Reafon a tolerable 
King is of greater Account than a very good Man in a private Eftate. But, 
when we refle&t upon the Public, all Comparatives vanifh, and Kings are 
God’s Vicegerents, and, with all their Failings and Infirmities, have a clear 
Right to the Subject’s Duty and Obedience, according to the Model of the 
National Laws, which, as well as the Gofpel, have declared againft all Op- 
pofition of Force, on any Pretence whatfaever. And this fovereign Right 
extends no lefs to that Refpeét, Reverence and Honour, as is needful for 
the Support of the Authority of Government ; and that for Intereft as well 
as Duty (for thofe are generally united by Providence) fince all common 
Good depends on Peace, and that on Government. What Warrant then 
hath fuch a faGtious Writer as this (who, like the reft of his Party, ex- 
pect all Favour and Pardon when they need it) to exclude their King 
(fuppofing him to fall under Miftakes) from all Privilege of Excufe or Am- 
nefty? As if the Petition « Forgive us our Trefpafles as we forgive 
“ them that trefpafs againft us” did not extend to the Perfons of 
Governors; but that every Peccadillo, of theirs, was worfe than the 
worft of Treafons on the People’s Side. And this Author behaves himéelf 
accordingly ; being not content that Libels upon the King fhould die with 
the Defign of them, but, out of them, after the Defign is dead, perfecutes 
the very Memory of Majefty with his wire-drawn Slanders, and out-of- 
date Reflections, fuch as adorn the Columns of his pretended Hiftory. .And, 
in fo doing with a fcurvy Air, he makes himfelf to be a fort of Mafque, 
or rather a Vizor, to cover the evil Afpect of Villainy as great as ever was 
aéted in any Age. 

XIV. The Author might have been fo ingenuous as to have allowed to 
his Majefty a Character of fo much Integrity as to have been of Opinion fin- 
cerely (however ill judged) that Indulgence was both reafonable in itfelf, 
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and, as Things then ftood, and according to his Mffefty’s own Scheme, 
very much for his Intereft and Quiet. And, as to the Brror, fuch as it was, 
the Author might have obferved the Unhappinefs of the Company about 
him, as the Duke of Backs, Shaftsbury, Ciifford, and others no lefs Biz- 
zat Counfellors (to fay nothing of Clarendon himgelf) who, for indireét 
Ends of various Kinds, either inftilled, or took Avg of that Prejudice. 
At leaft, it might have been remembered, for a Reafon, that the Prefby- 
terians themfelves pretended to him, that Indulgeng, even to Papifts, was 
juft, and ftood upon the fame Equity, as to themfelves. And he might 
have been fo kind to have confidered that, by the Iniquity of the Times, 
the King had been driven to feek his Bread among’ the Roman Catholics, 
and that all his Subjects, of that Perfuafion, took his Part, and fuf- 
fered in that Caufe, during the whole Courfe of the Rebellion: So that 
he ftyled them, as, in that Refpeét, they really were, his and his Fa- 
ther’s Friends. And how could any one expeét other than that he fhould 
fhew them, at the leaft, as much Favour, as was extended to other Dif- 
fenters, who had actually appeared againft him, and even then demerited 
fufficiently by pretending to fright him into Compliance with Oftenta- 
tion of their great Numbers, and of fuch as he muft foreknow their up- 
rifing Difpofition? Or, amiong other refpectful Reafons, the Author might 
have paffed it for one, that Indulgence to Diffenters, who were not his 
Friends, was more tolerable when it took in, and feemed (however un- 
truly) to cover an unpopular Favour his Majefty thought fit to beftow 
upon fuch as were ever his Friends: Though, in the Iffue, he was cheated 
there too; for thofe, who he expected fhould have defended, really expofed 
him for it, as if they had defired it only to betray him into fuch Difad- 
vantage. Or the Author might have afforded the King a well bred Latitude, 
invented by fome of the celebrated Divines of that Age (and made good 
by their latter Pra@tice) in thinking indifferently of Salvation in all Reli- 
gious Profeffions, at leaft not to exclude the Roman Catholics; among Na- 
tions of whom his Majefty had been forced to converfe liberally and (as 
his exiled State would permit) agreeably for diverfe Years together. I fay, 
an ingenuous Author would have held forth fuch colourable Accounts as 
thefe, that Majefty might have Right done, as all Parties require, to have 
the beft faid that the Cafe will bear, as well as the worft. But the Author 
is wifer, to fay nothing of his Honefty, for he knows no Mean; the King 
was a rank Papift in his Heart, and not only fo, but one bigotted, who 
made Popery his Summum Bonum, and the final Caufe of all his Actions; 
and that by how much he lived conformly to the Religion and Laws of 
his Kingdom, and followed the Advices of his Parliament, juft fo much 
was he a fcandalous falfe Hypocrite, and, being a Papift, he was the worft 
Man that ever owned that Profeffion. 
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Goce and the Reftauration{! with the Confequences, would have fhewed to Pofte- 
Conformity rity the Happinefs of the Subjects of Eng/and in this Reign, in which their 
with iheLaws King, by Means of his Exile, obnoxious to have imbibed favourable Senti- 
snent withthe Ments of a foreign Pexiuafion, in the Air of which he had lived and been 
Parliament, protected; yet, after Bis happy Reftauration, profeffed the contrary, and 
put defames Conformed to the Proteffant Religion, as it was eftablifhed in his Kingdoms; 
conquered all Prejudices, took the Advice of his Parliaments, and died (if 
the ceafing of all Judgrnent and Senfe in him be dying) in the fame Pro- 
feffion; which, after fo dangerous a Trial, was furely a happy Conclufion, 
And the rather, confidering he never, without utmoft Neceffity, differed 
with his Parliament, but, to fatisfy them, complied fo far, as, confiftent 
with his entire Regality, he might do; gratified them in every Thing re- 
{pecting Popery, deprived himfelf of the Service and Converfation of many 
of his old Friends, becaufe the People had a Jealoufy that fuch might make 
Tmpreffions upon him in Favour of Popery. And, after he had quitted all 
thofe Powers, which he was told he might lawfully exercife in Matters of 
Religion, becaufe his Subjects took a general Diftafte at it, and, in a Word, 
agreed with his People in all Things he might fafely and juftly do, (and 
none can fay that all this was not actually done by him) one would have 
believed an impartial Writer might have done him fome Honour on thefe 
Accounts, and have celebrated his Royal Condefcenfions: But, inftead of 
. that, No, fays the Author, all that the King did, was with a falfe Heart, 
only to wheedle, or to feem; he was forced, could do no Jefs, and the like; . 
by which Forms he {ets his Majefty forth as a moft perfidious Hypocrite, 
an half-faced Coward (in Effect) acting every Thing, he did well, againft 
his Judgment and Inclination. This we find in fo many Places in his Book, 
as fhews him an Artift at an ill Senfe, where any honefter Man would have 
taken a good one. 
Ambition in _ V1. Having faid thus much of the Author’s Candor, touching his 
ali Men, but Majefty’s Behaviour with Refpect to Religion, I fhall add a little more 
the Laws d- upon the Topic of Power, wherein he did fome Things which the Law did 
check it f not enable him todo; and this muft be granted, although his Advifers put 
that itneed on a fair Colour. Thefe Matters are chiefly fummed in the unwarrantable 
rever hurt ,. Inftances of the Indulgence in 1662, and 1672, and the Stop of the Ex- 
tion. chequer, of which particularly elfewhere, Now, to confider humanely, it 
is hard to find any Perfon in the World, King, or private Man, among 
even thofe of the beft Intentions, and Ability to do Good, who would not 
willingly embrace more Power than regularly falls to his Lot, and who doth 
not give a willing Ear to thofe who make Overtures of it. I {peak of this, as 
a human Frailty incident-to good and bad Men indifferently, and, fome- 
times, being direéted to a good End, is not much blamed; as when they 
fay, Boni judicis eft ampliare jurifdittionem fuam. And, \ooking into the 
common Practice of Men, we {hall find it exercifed by all Orders and De- 
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grees; the King for his Part, the Parliament for feiss every Court of 
Juftice, Judge, Lord of a Manor, Parith Officer, arll fo down to Mafters 
~ and Servants, and even School-boys and Children abe perpetually difpofed 
to encroach in fome Refpect or other ; and few can bear in others what they 
daily meditate and practife them{elves, But, of alf thefe, the King’s At- 
tempt to enlarge his Prerogative may juftly be accofnted lefs in the Degree, 
than might be obferved in many of his Subje@s, wfth Refpe& to him, as I 
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may note elfewhere: But, whatever he bore from them, they would pafs by _ 
nothing, of that Kind, from him. The Drift of af this is, to demonftrate’ 


the admirable Virtue of the Englifo Conftitution. .For, as all Laws ive 
made with Profpeét of Offences, all thefe Exorbitances, between the Go- 
vernment and the People, are fuppofed to happen fometimes; and fo our 
State, on like Prefumption, is provided of fit Remedies to reduce them 
back again to a legal and due Temper; fo as no Exceffes, one Way or 
other, may neceflarily make an irreconcileable Breach: But, tn Cafe of the 
worft, by Application of the due Means, as may certainly be done early 
or late, Things will fall aptly into Frame again; but if this, which I call 
the due Remedy, be flighted, and other, more irregular, Courfes are taken 
on either Side, then flow in innumerable Diforders to the Hazzard of 
the Public. When the King encroaches, by the Exercife of undue Pre- 
rogatives, there is the Parliament (neceffary to meet fometimes, and only 
capable of giving Supplies) to oppofe, and, by prefcripe Methods of pro- 
ceeding, to. regulate the Abufe. Thus it happened in the Cafe of the 
difpenfing Power, in this Reign, which, upon the parliamentary Addref- 
fes, the King quitted; fo, on the other Side, when the Exorbitance was 
found in fome Proceedings of the Houfes, as at the Weftminfter and Oxford 
Parliaments, the King gave a Check to them, by his Power of diffolving 
them, and fo broke the Meafures; whereby the Mifchiefs, that fome Men 
intended, were prevented, And let it not be ever forgot, that, the Crown 
parting with that fingle Power in the Reign of King Charles I, the due 
Fingli/b Temper failed, and the Exorbitances of the Parliament were (for 
Want thereof) let fow in and run up to Extremity, and imbrued the Na- 
tion in Blood. 

XVII. Now, fince all Powers are fo devioufly apt to fwing into Exceffes, 
there is Reafon to treat thofe civilly, that, upon Application of the due 
Remedy, do not perfift, but come into Order again. It would be taken 
very ill, if, upon Pretence of Abufes happening by Parties prevailing in a 
Seffions of the Parliament, as, for Inftance, that of Forty One, one fhould 
condemn the very Conftitution of Parliaments, as fit to be laid afide for 
ever: But the Author here, as his Party did, takes an Advantage of an 
Excefs or two in King Charles II. in his Exercife of Prerogative (although 
fet right by parliamentary Interpofition) all over his Book to charge the 
King with an univerfal Defign of arbitrary Power, calling in Foreign Aids, 
felling himfelf to procure them, and tyrannoufly devoting the beft phe 
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~ ftants and Patriots, Poy whole Denominations, to Perfecution and Ruin, 
without any Law, Riafon, or Truth; and, with his trite Words of finifter 
Senfe, as Arbitrary, Ridicule, Stifle, Manage, Irifh Evidence, and the - 
like, calls him all to nought, as hath been fhewed, and more is to come; 
and this, it feems, is the Office of a Compleat Hiftorian. 1 thall not dwell 
longer on this Subject hére, which I own hath much of the Repetition in it, 
but conclude with obferiling, purfuant to what was noted before, that, upon 
Diforders in the Public, Rupture is the worft of Events, It is never to be 
"" termed neceflary; for the worfe the Evil, the quicker is Time to fet it right. 
‘Femporifing, and taking Hold of proper Opportunities, which, fooner or 
later, will infallibly profer themfelves, will be found the only fafe Cure, 
Force is that which the Law of England hates, and chiefly provides againft; 
it deftroys all good Temper, and, notonly lets in, but, rivets faft thofe very 
Evils it was drawn forth to prevent. Now, after this reafoning Digreffion, 
we fhall be better able to expoftulate with the Author and his Text, who 
gives us Occafion enough {0 to do. 

He awkward: XVIII, After his mentioning the Bartholomew A@, as it was called, 
the Reins ~Whereby the Nonconformift Minifters, that ftood out, were deprived, and 
to indulge, in the King had iffued his Indulgence in 1662; he is pleafed to fay, That the 
mabe King betrayed a great Inclination to it, and feemed to labour under a 
Promife to do it, There is a kind Charaéter of the King couched in thefe 
Words, of which detrayed is a choice one! But what means /eeming to 
labour under a Promife? I fuppofe we are to underftand, that the King 
had both promifed, and was inclined, but the Parliament and the Law 
ftood in his Way: So his Majefty was in a Quandary, whether he fhould 
break his Promife, which he would fain keep, or the Law by which his 
Power was queftioned: One of them muft go; and the latter was in moft 
Danger becaufe a King’s Inclination, to fay nothing of his Promife, is a 
deadly Advantage. Thus the Author, with a libellous Choice of Words, 
expofes, as he thinks, the King’s interior Reflections, of which he is no 

Judge, nor in any Sort warranted fo to do. 
He fetsupthe 1X. But now, as if he would help the King out of this /eeming Diffi- 
fhm Maits culty, and to aid his Promife again{t the Law, he fets ‘up the Merits of the 
ele Prefbyterians, that is of thofe Men who projected, began, and profecuted, 
the Reftaurs- the War againft his Father in all Extremity of wicked Deceit and Rage, 
mien riya till his Royal Perfon fell in their Power, and till it was with him as (ex- 
fe “""" prefled by himéelf ) Qui jacet in humo non babet unde cadat, After 
which, the Independants fell to Work, and took the Royal Prey out of 
their Talons, and turned them out of their ill gotten Power; and then, good 
Men, fays the Author, they would have reftored the Son of that Father 
whom they had brought to Deffruction; that is, to work a little cunninger, 
and, with Help of fuch an Adjun@, get the better of the wicked Indepen- 
dants, and alfo new Foot-hold on the Power they had loft, and, as they 
thought, fortify theméelves a little better in it than they had done before: 
And 
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And there’s the Merit, forfooth, which the Author tflus ftates, They (the 


Prefbyterians) deferved Favour for having wifhed fom the King’s Return, 
and were eminently infirumental in it. What then-was the Merit of the 
Papifts, who, from the Beginning, were of the King’s Party, and bore all 
the Hardfhips of the Times till the happy Reftaurgtion, and then contri- 
buted what they could towards it? Doth the Autor fee the*Confequence 
of what he writes? I do not fay the Merits of eithgr Party, how ftrong fo- 
ever they might be, was a jufficient Reafon fotgan Indulgence againft 


Law. But the Author, by fetting up the leffer Meft as fufficient, makes a- 


direct Title to Favour for the greater, if it were even (fo as he fays) really 
intended at firft, : : 

XX. But what were the reafonable Profpects or Terms, upon which 
thefe repenting Prefbyterians fo furioufly withed for the King? The Author 
tells us, Moderate Union, regulated Epifcopacy, reformed Liturgy, &c. 1s 
there a Medium (which, I think, is the Senfe of the Word Moderate) be- 
tween Union and no Union? Is the Engli/b Epifcopacy irregular, or the Li- 
turgy unreformed? See the Power of Words! Abftraét the Knavery from 
thefe, and they are Nonfenfe: Return that, and then the obvious Senfe is, 
the Church muft come to us, that’s the Union; Epifcopacy mutt be aboli- 
thed, there's the Regulation; and the Liturgy mutt be deprived of all the 
primitive Formulars, and be turned.into a long winded Prayer, fuch as is uled 
to be made by thofe that devour Widow’s Houfes, there's the Reformation. 
This Prefbyterian Project was made appear foon after the Reftauration ; 
when there was a Difpofition, if poffible, to have fatisfied them. And al- 
moft any Thing, of Ceremony or Form, had been yielded to them, if it 
would have been accepted; but nothing lefs than Epifcopacy, Root and 
Branch, would content them; and, upon that Point, they broke, and fet up 
a Separation, And, as foon as they thought they had a Game in Parliament 
for a Toleration, their Prize rofe ftraight to a Comprehenfion, that is be- 
ing let into fat Benefices ; and the next Step had been into the Chair to 
rule the Roaft (as in Scotland) and, excluding the Epifcopalians, gather 
all Church Power and Preferments to their own Party; and, if they had 
had their Wills, this had been the moderate Reformation. Y cannot but 
obferve this Cant of Prefbyterian Loyalty, fo much contrary to all Ingenuity 
and common Senfe, and which every Infant, in the Hiftory of the late 
Times, underftands, is not only found rampant in this Author’s Book, but 
is become a Mode of the Party at this Day. And it hath taken in thofe 
who (with the fame Perfidy as their Predeceffors fat with the Aflembly of 
Divines in Forty One) in all the Reftauration Sermons and occafional 
Pamphlets, trumpet forth the new Notions that the Papifts began the War, 
and the Good Presbyterians brought in the King: Whereof the Vanity and 
Impudence is wonderful. 
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~-Pretéace that © XXI. Now we covne up to a delicate Piece of Work ; for the Author-is 
te Re ge. jealous left this Difpefition of the King’s to grant an equal Indulgence, as 
Garies (ct up confulting the Eafe ind Content of all his Subjeéts, or for fome other 
eerie plaufible Reafon, as has been touched, might, with many, be miftaken for 


Motives. an Aét of fovereign Jutice, and fo be fairly conftrued, to the utter Fruftras 
tion of his intended pia Therefore he treats it as he doth all his MA- 
ij 


jefty’s undoubtedly good.and juft Actions; and that is, by daubing his Mit 


conftructions over them. And fo here he endeavours to fatisfy his ReaWler, | 
~. that this Good, done ffir the deferving Prefbyterians, was done to very I/ 


Eatents and Purpofes; iis Majefty’s Defign being to encourage them to 
in the Face of sthe L<w, which they, Good Men, had not done, if fach 
Favours had not been held forth to allure them. And, at the fame Time, 
he dreffes up an Apologetic for the Party, in feeking an Indulgence againft 
Law, laying the Blame on the King, who, by his treacherous Favours, drew 
them in; for, alack a Day! they had been fatisfied with the Lenitives of 
the Act of Uniformity. And then he falls to pumping for the true Caufe, 
why the King encouraged them to contend with the Laws of the Land, 
Pregnant Falfity! It was they that encouraged the King, by fuing for the 
Indulgence (in clofe Conjunction with the Papifts fo far) and not he them, 
with fuch treacherous Referves as are here charged: If they had fat ftill, 
as difpofed to be quiet, the King had never fent for them, At this Time, 
the Fanatics, finding the King inclinable to indulge, and forward to have 
an Act of Parliament paffed for that End (the Parliament fo thinking fit) 
and they having-alfo other Views which gave fome Hopes of a Turn, moft 
of the chief Teachers would not conform, but ftood off, to keep their 
Credit with their Congregations, and hoped to make as good an Hand of 
them, as the ordinary Conformits did of their Benefices, and fo waited the 
good Time. And they were not fuch impolitic Ninnies, although miltaken 
in their Meafures, to kick at the Laws, becaufe the King was kind to them ; 
but were rather difpofed (as they did) to kick at his Majefty for Favours 
done them, which even they could baw! out were againftLaw. And that is 
a Demonftration that they were not encouraged by the King’s Difpofition 
to indulge, for they never accepted it, but to undo it again, by declaring 
it Popifh; which they had not done, if they had thought to ferve them- 
felves of it as their own Property. 
The King XXIL The next Tour of the Author is no lefs pleafant, for it is to de- 
tantaliied with monftrate, that, although there were very good Reafons for the King to in- 
es oe dulge the Fanatics againft Law, yet he did it for none of thofe, but for 
tndaipence: other Reafons that were abominably bad; which is to precaution that none 
may imagine the King knew no better; and fo fecure that his own malicious 
Suggeftion may not fail of Effect, viz. that his Majefty acted arbitrarily, 
not out of Ignorance, but Defign. He hath found out fix Reafons for this 
A@tion of the King’s, and, in fetting them forth, fhews.the Dexterity of his 
black Art. For he reckons, 1. Ube King’s good Nature and egies 
That’s 


Cuar. VL EXAMEN. 


That's fair, and well fo far; fi fic omnia. 2. Regaffd to Hopes and Pro- 
mifes be bad obliged them with. Thefe muft be the Promifes he feemed 
to labour under, of which yet there is no Proof; however, this Reafon car- 
ries an honeft Face. 3. Generofity to the Presbyterians his great Friends, 
This fure is Banter; but, if he is in Earneft,, the Matter {tands referred to 
what was noted on the like Occafion before." 4. gf real Sudgment for Li- 
berty of Confeience. 1 find the Reafons mend onfour Hands, I with the 
Humour holds; fure a real Judgment, however mjftaken, is a true Guide 
toa Man’s Actions. 5. Fear of his Quiet endangempd, by prefing of penal 
Laws. There is a great Deal in this Reafon, fo (nuch as, if i 
had left out all the reft, had ferved the Turn. Peq thp-King might be, 
and I believe was really, perfuaded, that the Majority of the People, at 
leaft fuch as were four and Purfe-proud, were Seftaries who had neither 
Principle, nor good Will towards him, and were, if not humoured, moft 
like to create Difturbances, or to join with others that longed to be at it 
again ; and, upon this Account, the King, having no better Information at 
that Time, might have a like Refpeét for them, as the Indians have for the 
Devil: Therefore, if an Indulgence would fatisfy and keep them quiet, 
there was a politic Ufe of it ; and it may be obferved that, in the Decla- 
rations at the Reftauration, keeping the Peace is joined with Indulgence as 
one of the Reafons for it. All this hard Straining have we had to find 
good Reafen for doing an irregular Thing; and who fays they are not 
fufficient ? 

XXIII. But, alack ! all comes to Nought, and we areundone. None of 
all thefe Reafons will pafs Mufter. Their Cogency is not worth a Straw. 
There’s one that brings up the Rear which (like Vermilion to Oker) ftrikes 
all the reft dead as Afnes; and that is, 6. Or whether above all, or beyond 
any of thee Motives, the Secret and referved Reafon was, under the Cover of 
an Indulgence, to give the better Protection and Advantage to Popery. Look 
you there. The Author is afraid left we might hang to fome of the fore- 
going Motives, therefore he fetches us off with an Above all —, beyond any 
— fecret and referved. 1 have all along been fomewhat free of Epithets 
and Charaéters to fuit the Author’s Malice; but, if 1 have thought of any 
fo pointed as this Dealing deferves, I'll. renounce my Senfes, If he had 
made a neat Catalogue of Reafons, and gave a Place fairly to the Matter 
of the laft, who would have blamed him? the Reader might judge; but he 
deftroys the Innocence of his disjunctive Or, and, by his fophiftic Terms, 
declares the latter only to bear the Bell, And yet worfe; for, after he has 
decided thus in fequiori Senfu, he adds, that to determine which of thefe 
Reafons had the moft Influence, is not eafy, and, perbaps, no very decent Mat- 
ter. Oh, he is tender of the King’s Honour, and fays, it doth not become 
him to determine againft the King in a Cafe of fo much Hypocrify and Po- 
pery; folet a Veil be drawn over it, that the Rottennefs of the King’s Heart 


may not be expofed. 
XXIV. But 
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XXIV. But this Pzroxyfm of Refpect will not laft long; for the Author, 
not daring to traft tae Reader’s Dilcretion in fo weighty an Affair, lett 
he might, as I faid, ftumble on a fair Conftru@ion, he falls to proving flat 
and plain, be the Matter as indecent as it will, that the laft Reafon only 
carried it; for, fays ha, the Papifts in this Reign had always a confiderable 
Intereft at Court, and {fed all poffble Intrigues in the Management of it: 
Who is not convinced pe what the Papifts did, by this lucid Relation? 
Confiderable Intere}, ———~ all poffible Intrigues and Management, There 
was notable Importancy in that fame confiderable, and a ftri& Account is 
taken of thofe Monfters called Intrigues, and how many of them might 
pollpciy Exit, or it {gens they were all there ; the whole Poffibility of them 
went to the ManiizZiment ; and there’s the Hiftory of one King’s Reign. I 
am fure fuch Generals and Indefinites are alien to all good Hiftory ; but here 
they come in to give a Spring to ill Nature, and put the Reader’s Tmagina- 
tion into the Author’s Chair, to forge Falfities which he is loth to advance 
barefaced. 

XXV. But, notwithftanding all this wire-drawing out the Matter of Libel, 
and Care to hold forth the worft Handles of every Thing, he will not yet 
truft the Caufe upon that; and fo all‘the Wit and Invention is loft. Some 
Readers are fo dull they are not to be left to themfelves, for fear of ftraying 
into fome Traéts of Refpe& ; and, for the Sake of them, he charges the 
Scandal in little lefs than Terms exprefs, as I noted above, which, done 
plainly and honeftly at firft, had faved him a deal of Screwing. Now, to 
fhew what an Author, that is an Artift, can do, I cannot omit one Inftance 
of hard-ftrained Libel, wherein he hath craftily contrived to charge the 
King with no lefs than an open Violation of the AE of Uniformity, but, di- 
redily, it is fixed upon Mr, Calamy, who preached in London after he was 
unqualified and deprived ; and that the Author calls the firft, by which you 
are to underftand many more Violations are to follow. And, to bring this 
Action of Calamy’s home to the King, he fays it looked like a Plot or Sormed 
Defign; and then that he was, by bis Majefty’s exprefi Order, without due 
Manner of a legal Difebarge, let out of Prifon, By this it is plain he writes 
he knows not what, and his Tempter owes him a Shame when he puts him 
upon libelling in Matter of Law, for there his Ignorance always thines. 
What can be a more /ega/ and regular Difcharge than the King’s Pleafure 
duly fignified? That is, his Pardon, Order, or Non Prof.? For, as all Of- 
fences, againft Common or Statute Law, are punifhable in the King’s Name, 
and at his Suit, as Plaintiff againft the Offender, by Indiétment or Informa- 
tion; fo the King may remit or difcharge his Right to punith, and the very 
Offence itfelf, and all Incidents of it. So obferve here, the King ufeth his 
Power to difcharge a Commitment, and this the Author wretts as a Viola- 
tion of the AGt of Uniformity, as if a Pardon, ex poft, and a Difpenfation 
antecedent, were the fame. Why did he not thew ‘how this Difcharge was 
irregular? He mentions a Complaint to the Houfe of Commons of it, and 
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that it was pretended to have been by Means of a Flaw in the Act, The 


4qt 


Houfe was concerned for that, and, to the End the Defect (if any) might. 


be fupplied, they referred it to a Committee to exangine into the Soundnefs 


of the Law; but neither the Houfe nor the Committee meddled farther > 


with the Cafe of Calamy, And, it may be, all the flaw was that the King 
had Power to pardon the Breaches; and that Power -was not like to be 
quitted, and fo the Matter dropt. After this eno: the Author takes 
Breath, and, with acooler Air, as if he would redépn on the Matter, comes 
forward and tells us, ”o Doubt it (the Difcharge) mphde the eyeneiel ded 
that the King was too much inclined to difpence with the AG ob Us nity, 
or (Disjunctives as at leaft to protett and indéant}, gk Breakers of it. 
One would think the Choice was eafy between thefe two Powers of dif- 
penfing in general, and of pardoning in particular (if I may oblige him with 
a Confeffion that he means fo fairly) but there is 2 vaft Difference, as much 
as between Ay and No, The one is utterly againft Law, and the other is 
entirely lawful for the Crown to do at Pleafure; and neither Lords nor Com- 
mons have ought to object againft it. And may the Crown of England 
never hear worfe than for fhewing Mercy. The Author doth not thew, 
and, I believe, cannot, that this Favour to Calamy (faving the Authority of 
the Law) was thought much of by any Body that did not ufe it, as he doth 
here, only for DetraGtion ; much that it (no Doubt) fwayed the Houfe 
of Commons, for which he brings no Evidence at all: But he kriows the 
Thoughts of the Commons, as well as the Hearts of Kings. His Words 
are odioufly fcandalous, for his too much inclined is the fame as if he had 
faid refolued; and his Disjunétive foftens not the Matter at all; for refolved 
to protect and indemnify, in general, is almoft the very fame as to difpenfe 
in general. 

XxvL Now I am to give Notice that this Cafe of Mr. Calamy, for want 
of better Colours, is to be made Ufe of to metamorphofe the whole Parlia- 
mentary Proceeding againft Seftaries, with the Reafons of them, from what 
the Truth was, and the Laws have declared, into what he would have to 
be believed, as was from his Text laid down before, that ‘Popery, and not 
Sedition, was the Motive that induced them; and now we are come to the 
textual Demonttration of it, for, fays the Author, both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment were highly fenfible that the King’s Profefion of Indulgence, towards 
Proteflant Diffenters, did very much encourage the Confidence of Romith 
Pricfs and Fefuits, and feemed to be made in Favour of them, Here Friend, 
feemed, comes in at a dead Lift to confecrate Priefts and Jefuits the King’s 
Favourites; and, to fupport the intended Calumny, the Author draws in 
both Houfes, with his dighly fenfible, as if he were writing Heroics, rather 
than Hiftory, which deals not in fuch touring Terms. Now. I thall make 
fomebody {mile, when I thew what Proof the Author gives of this high 
Senfé. During the fame Seffions, which fet right the Matter of the Indul- 
gence in 1662, (the Manufa@ury of Papifts and Prefbyterians in a 
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the Parliament had Riafon to be offended at either of the Parties fo. con- 
cerned, and, after hol ‘ting the latter down by maintaining the Aét of Unr- 
formity, to give the other a Check alfo. Their meddling to influence the 
Court to take fuch an unjuftifiable Step, brought the Inconvenience upon 
them. If they had beé’y fo wife to have lain ftill, no Notice, at that Time, 
had been taken of them-; for the Houfes were not then forward to grieve 
any Perfons who had the'Charaéter of having been the King’s Friends, But 
this Behaviour of theirs~ in joining with thofe they took to be the King’s 
Enemies (whatever elfe “night be in fome Mens Minds) drew on an Addrefs 
to thakiag.for a Procimation, that all Priefts and Jefuits fhould depart 
the Kingdom ; Ss,wkich “Addrefs there is no mention of any Indulgence at 
all: And how, in the Name of Libel, the Author came to tie Indulgence 
to Diffenters, and an Addrefs againft Priefts, together, I cannot underftand. 
T expected to have found this State Eloquence of highly fenfible in the Pre- 
amble of the Addrefs, or fome Vote, but nothing like it there; and, admit. 
ting fome Members might fay asthe Author fays, for Men of all Parties 
were there, I am fare the Houfs faid no fuch Thing; therefore his faying 
it, without Warrant, is an Abufe of Hiftory, and the Thing itfelf' no better 
than a Minerva of his own fertile Brain, But now, to do the King Right, 
it is to be obferved that he dealt very candidly with the Commons in_ his 
Anfwer, which was. complying; and owned his Lenity and Condefcenfions 
towards fome of the Roman Catholic Party, faying, “ he was troubled it 
« fhould be made fo ill Ufe of to encourage the Reforts of Priefts, &c, and 
«he faid that fuch his Lenity and Condefcenfions were but the Effects of 
« his Generofity and good Nature, after having lived.fo many Years in the 
« Dominions of Catholic Princes, and out of a juft Memory of what many 
“ of them had done and fuffered in the Service of his Royal Father, and 
«© of fome eminent Services performed by others of them towards himfelf.” 
The Proclamation iffued, and all was eafy at Weffminfer. 

XXVII. We are now entering upon a Paragraph ftrangely dreffed up in 
twifted Words and Sentences. The plaineft, I can gather amongft them, 
are thefe: * It was certainly the Strength of Popery that now made the Sepa- 
ration of Proteftants from the Church of England. Setaries, it feems, are 
the Author’s Proteftants, as if there were no other ; and one would almoft 
doubt here whether the Church of England were Proteftant or no. The 
Strength of Popery founds as if it were in the Charch itfelf. But the Au- 
thor’s Drift is to lay Load upon the King, and make him bear all the Con- 
fequences of the Sectaries Folly and Knavery ; for, that they laboured in- 
ceffantly the Ruin of the King, at this Time, is no more to be doubted, than 
that they did the like (the more’s the Pity) to King Charles. And they 
ufed the fame Engine as they wrought with then, that is Popery; and, know- 
ing the King’s Difpofition to a general Toleration, of which Papifts might 
have the Benefit, they took Advantage, and, about 1662, urged the King to 
it; and then never fo much as thanked him for it, but ftraight gave out it 

was 
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was for the Papifts, and not for them. And now he Author thinks to 
turn this Prefbyterian Plot upon the Court; for which his Train is this: 
The Proteftants, as he-ftyles them, had come to an honeff occafonal Confor- 
mity, if this Indulgence, for Favour of Popery, had fot come in the Way; 
but the King’s Promifes, and the Encouragement of that Indulgence, viz. 
Popery, were the true Caufes of the Separation, Now by all the following 
Proceedings, as well as thofe before, when there wére Profers to meet thofe 
Separatifts in Conceffions about fettling the Liar it appeared moft de- 
monftrably they were not fuch poor deluded Soul to be held by empty 
patt Promifes, but a fubtile ftiff-neck’d Generationg whom nothing auld 
content but Abolifhment of Liturgy and Epifcopagy rwith an thlet 
into Benefices and Government. And, to procure that, they. laboured to 
delude and feduce the King to expofe himfelf to the Obloquy of Popery ; 
and, in Hopes of coming in full Sail another Way, broke all dependent 
Treaties, and ftood to their Separation. But the Author, having this Cafe 
of the ejected Minifters to work to his Purpofe, commends them exceed~ 
ingly, faying, they, good Men, would have come to Church as many did, but 
then they muft have their Conventicles alfo, with diverfe other fuch Flams, 
as if the Sectaries had infpired all their Hypocrify intohim. Thefe Teach- 
ers, foor Souls, did not fee the Length of their Nofes before them, but 
innocently forfook their Duty of moderate aed upon Court Encou- 
ragements, and joined with Papifts to obtain Favours dire@ly againft Law, 
when indeed all the Papifts in Italy could not be more fierce to fet up the 
Pope, than they were to pull down the Church; which, after they could 
not do by Force, they fought to do it by Fraud, There was no fooner 
found a Difpofition to give them Toleration, but ftraight they demand 
Comprehenfion, and fo thought to lope over Liberty of Confcience into 
the Saddle. If the Author had obferved that Popifh Emiflaries were the 
Caufe of Sects, or a Means of dividing Proteftants, he had wrote with 
good Warrant ; as may be feen in Foxes and Firebrands, that gives an Ac- 
count of fanatic Miffions, from Rome, exprefs for that End, But, there 
being fuch a ftrong Party of Sectaries, as was at the King’s Return, ready 
cemented and united among themfelves, and in League (deceitfully on both 
Sides) with the Papifts in Oppofition to the Church of England, each to 
ferve itfelf of the other for different Defigns; the Author's putting the 
King in the Place of Popery, and charging him, by the Name of Popery, 
that he (forfooth) by Reafon of his defigned Indulgence, was the Caufe of 
the Separation at that Time, is fuch-a Turn-about of a Trick in Hiftory, 
as would become no Author but this, But it is no Matter for Truth; if 
the King be reviled, he is fatisfied. 

XXVIH. The Author fticks at nothing to come at any Colour to charge The King 
the King and his Miniftry. As much a Friend as he is to the Sectaries and Si a ie 
moderate occafional Conformity, he can rant it for Perfecution, and cry not perfecu- 
Shame that the Diffenters were not punifhed at the Stretch of the penal ting Diffen- 
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Laws againft them, gnd fhews how corrupt the Court was for Want of it: 
And fo he comes on: in great Wrath at Connivance, but has changed his 
Term Proteftants for Diffentcrs, for better Sound’s Sake ; and this he calls 
an Error in Politics. ‘It were well if any Thing right or good were found 
on the King’s Side. Vhen he would indulge, it is Popith; and his mere 
Connivance is impolitic:. The Author fays, The Legiflative pulls one Way, 
and the Sixecutive another; and, to keep his flanderous Veffel afloat, he 
fides with Perfecution jifelf, and falls foul upon the Judges, faying, they 
alfo muff connive. He,will be meddling with Law and Judges, but is 
moitanl J in that Pryvince, for here again he blunders: For their Office, 
andsthé Natuie.of pec tnaws are fuch, that Connivance cannot be applied 
to them, becaufe tiiey have it not in their Power; for they are not Inqui- 
fitors to call after Offences ex officio, but Caufes of this Nature are brought 
before them by Juries or Informers and (bating fome Dilatories in Form 
and for Reafons to be given) they have no Means to connive, or Stop Pro- 
cefs at all, but muft, whether they will or no, judicially difpatch what is 
brought before them. But the Author is not out of his Way; the Judges 
are a Body worth libelling, and the doing them this Honour, as to charge 
them with a little Breach of Oath and Duty, fhews they are not inconfi- 
derable in his Eye: But I fufpeét this Compleat Hiffory will never make a 
tolerable Law Book, 

XXIX. But now to confider a little this wild Notion of a civil War be- 
tween the legiflative and executive Powers pulling feveral Ways; when his 
Words are applied to Things in the Courfe of Proceeding, they will ap- 
pear to be Nonfenfe, the Refult of Ignorance. We know his Meaning 
well enough ; for the finding out an ill Senfe, we are certainly in the Way 
to it; and here he would have us take it, that the Parliament fupprefled 
Conventicles, and the King fruftrates the Execution. Now the Execution 
of the Laws of this Sort, which are termed popular, doth not depend 
upon the King’s Direction, nor can he pardon or difcharge the Profecutions 
of Informers before Juftices of the Peace touching Conventicles, or in Supe- 
rior Courts, gui tam, @c. as they are termed. ‘The King indeed may urge 
the Execution of the Laws by Proclamation, or Signification of his Pleafure 
to the Judges and Juftices of the Peace, and fo ftir up Profecutions; but, 
when once ftirred, whether upon his Encouragement, or by the Forward- 
nefs of Profecutors, he cannot put a Stop to them: And, if he doth not 
interpofe extraordinarily, but leaves the Law to its Courfé, it is all the In- 
dulgence he can thew; and, fuppofe it fo done, how is this fighting againft 
the Legiflative ? The Author would have the legiflative and executive Powers, 
like Roman Confuls, take their Turns, which is Romanefque indeed. But 
this Fetch of his puts me in Mind of one Thing which muft be remem- 
bered for the Honour of the King’s Clemency, which is, that the wortft, 
his Enemies had to accufe him of, was his not punifhing ; and that Topic 
was more battered in Libels (and this Compleat Hiftory has the fame) than 


any 
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any other; as will appear through all that has been abferved of Plots and 
Plotters, And fo it went on, the Cry was, No Fujlice againft Papifts, 
and the like, till the Faétion was Treafon touched themfelves; and then 
the common Currency of the Law was made a Griev§nce, hard and arbi- 
trary, as the Courfe of thefe Notes hath demonftrated 

XXX. 1am concerned now to return to what I entered upon before, 
and to ftate a little of the Law for fupprefling feditious Conventicles. I 
hinted that the Author has made a Difcovery thatthe Parliament had no 
Objection to Sectaries, and their Conventicles, dirgaly, or per fe, but 
obliquely, and per accidens only, becaufe the King gerved himfelf of them 
to fcreen his Favour to Popery. But, as to that Mat ivy hard that 
the Parliament itfelf, affirming the contrary, may not Bébelieved. Now 
the Lawyers are fo filly, as, when they would find out the Motives of a 
Law, they look harp into the Preamble ; where, commonly, they are very 
intelligibly fet forth: And, in the parliamentary Ads, relating to Conven- 
ticles, we find large Recitals of the Mifchiefs and Dangers of feditious and 
unlawful Conventicles; no Word relating toa Popifh Trick to be played 
through them. And, in the feveral Affairs of Popery and of Seétaries and 
their Conventicles, the Parliament, in all their Ais and Addreffes, hold 
them diftin@, and give the Reafons, proper to each, apart; and are far from 
touching any Thing, in any Refpect, to difculpate Conventicles, as if they 
thought them not directly feditious and dangerous to the State, as this 
Author would falfify upon them, He hath many Snatches at it, and we 
may take this for one: The Parliament fhewed their Care in fupprefing 
Conventicles, was a neceffary Means to difcourage Popery, and to prevent 
the Hopes and Defigns of that Party, Now thefe Hopes and Defigns are 
Terms {0 explicite and inftructive of the Matter of Faét, difcovering what 
the Papifts (or whom he means by that Party) were doing, as fure no one, 
that reads the Paflage, can be in the Dark, 

XXXII. Sometimes the Author is very large in his Account of Aéts of 
Parliament, as the Act of Uniformity in particular, of which he gives a 
long Encomium, becaufe that fets off his Reflections upon the King, for 
being too’ much inclined to break it. But now he comes to the Aéts againft 
Conventicles, his Art is refined. There are two of them; the firft was, 
16 Car. II, and the other 22 Car. 1. As to the firft, he fays only, that in 
1664 paft the memorable AG to prevent feditious Conventicles, and no 
more. He forgets here to fhew us the Defign of it againft Popery, becaufe 
it is come a little too near the Title of the A, that declares it againft 
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forgot before we come to the A@ itfelf. But he is careful aétually to fup- 
preis the Contents in particular, efpecially the Beginning, and the whole 
Preamble, which fhews exprefly the Intent of the Law; and that fhall come 
in upon thenext. He could not bear, it feems, what this firft Act declares, 
viz. “ That the 35 E/iz. (which has been called the Sanguinary Law, we 
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*¢ has been the Occafion of much Stir) is fill in Force, and ought to be 
* put in Execution; then adds, that, for providing of farther and more 
“« {peedy Remedies againft the growing and dangerous Practices of feditious 
«© Sectaries and othef difloyal Perfons, who, under Pretence of tender Con- 
‘© fciences, do, at their Meetings, contrive Infurre@tions, as late Experience 
«hath fhewn.” Then, coming to the fecond AG, 22 Car. Il, he gives 
us this Preamble, i begins at, «For providing,” &c, which is, very 
nearly, the fame in Y ords as before; only, inflead of —~— Do at their 
Meetings contrive, ——je it is Do, or may do; ——= which is a little, 
and but a little, fofter.. Every Word thews the Parliament aimed direétly 
at Sectariétand thej <gaventicles, for Reafons properly relating to them, 
and too grofs toe overlooked, fo need not be reiterated here. Tt is very 
diverting to confider the Reafons why the Author took no Notice of the 
Preamble to the firft A@, and then claps it to the fecond: They feem to me 
to be two; the firft is that the former Preamble hath exprefly condemned 
Conventicles for hatching Infurrections, which is a legal Eftoppel for any 
one to gainfay it, whereas the other is witha Disjundtive, or may —~; 
and the fecond, and perhaps, chief Reafon, is the urging the 35 Eliz, 
which hath ever been an Eye-fore to Conventicles, and hath drawn on a 
Queftion, afterwards raifed upon it, as not fill in Force. This Dealing of 
an Hiftorian, is like the Gamefter that had a Knack of foifting a Card from 
the Bottom of the Pack to the Top. 

XXXII. But now, laying together a Sum of thefe Brigues, as, firft, that, 
however eafy the A& of Uniformity was, which fet up Church Qualifica- 
tions, but did not impeach feparate Meetings, the Sectaries were not fatif- 
fied ; but urged the King to difpenfe, {0 as to hold their Preferments; which 
the Author turns to a Reproach on the King, as if he, by his Encourage. 
ments, betrayed them into a Separation, as was noted before: So they went 
on, making the beft of their Congregations, till the A@s of Conventicles 
came; and that difcompofed them entirely. For thefe were the ordinary 
Means they had left them to poifon the People, and to kindle a Zeal which 
was to become the Spirit of Rage and Rebellion, They played the Trick 
of getting another Indulgence over again in 1672, to the fame Tune of Ca- 
lumny to the King as before; and, when that failed, they, without, and 
againit all Encouragement, contended with the Law, in holding their Con- 
venticles, and they ufed them effeGtually for the Purpofe aforefaid. And, of 
late, full Scope is given to them; but, alack! there is no Rebellion to be 
raifed, fo they are become effete and ufelefs; and the Teachers are ftunned 
and amafed at the vaft Deflection of the People from them to the efta- 
blifhed Church, and at this Day remain under a Confternation at it; for 
they prefumed their Gifts to be fo much fuperior to thofe of the dull con- 
formable Clergy, that, being once let in, they thought they fhould foon 
empty all the Churches; but have found themfelves out-preached, out- 
written, out-lived, and, in every good Thing, even in Popularity itfelf jf 
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that be fuch, out-done by the Epifcopal Clergy. Then obferve the Au- 


thor’s Care of the Reputation of his-SeCtaries and their Mectings; for the . 


Sake of whom, and to the End that their Perverfenefs arid Folly might 
feem Innocence, he turns it into a Charge of Treacheryfupon the King, and, 
after he has trimmed and barbed the Acts of Parliament, claps his nafty Per- 
ruque upon them, to make them feem what they are not: And then, in 
Procefs, he brings thefe his Diffenters into the Poft of being the only Guard 
of the Proteftant Religion and Property, which tiie others had delivered 
up, like drunken, illiterate Sots, as they were; and, fer this Reafon, the for- 
mer were marked out for Perfecution and Ruin. Agd, though they did all 
that in them lay to confummate the Meafures take “Sar faving a little of 
the good Public; yet Bribery, Subornation, and Perjury,”on the Side of the 
King and his Minifters, got the Better of fome of them, who fuffered for 
what Men call Treafon. I fay, obferving this whole Series in the Author’s 
falfe Hiftory, how uniform it is, of a Party oppofite to the Government, 
beginning with Treachery, perpetually feditious, and concluding in Treafon 
and Rebellion, and all fet forth in a Saint-like Cloak, I cannot but give 
the Author the Bell, for an extraordinary Archite&t of Difguifes, 


XXXII. I find, in my Memorial, fomewhat relating to the Proceedings Memorial 
before touched upon, which, I think, will conduce to a clearer Underftand- how the Re- 


ing of them, therefore I fubjoin it. ** While the Government was car- 
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«« ried on, as it could, according to Accidents that arofe from thefe great to be conti- 
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there were working, undef-ground, other Parties of Republican Atheifts, 
“« who were overturning all, and reftoring their chimeric Commonwealth, 
“and their Titles to Church and Crown Lands. Thefe Men were for all 
«« Means, never fo wicked, that might promote their Ends, They attempted 
“ by Force, in open Rebellion, in Venner’s Bufinefs in 1662. Afterwards, 
“in Ireland, to feife the Caftle of Dublin. Then in York/bire was an 
“ actual Rifing. Afterwards, in 1666, there was a Plot to feife the Go- 
«* vernment at London, difcovered in April, and an aétual Rebellion in 
“ Scotland at Pentland-Hills, Thefe Infurrections occafioned the Keeping 
up the fame Forces, which were ordered to be entirely difbanded; and 
had been fo, but that, the very Night before, Venner and his Company 
appeared in Arms; whereupon the Lords of the Council refpited the 
doing of it till they might know the King’s Pleafure, who was then at 
Portfmouth: And, upon their Reprefentation, the Regiment was kept on 
Foot, and the Guards eftablifhed, 


a 


‘ 


a 


a 


Parties, the Court, the Loyal Gentry, the Diffenters, and the Papifts;™* 


XXXIV. “ There is no Doubt but all thefe Defigns of Infurreétion were How the 


laid abroad among the old Army Officers, and in the feveral Kingdoms. 
And, all this while, Pamphlets came forth, both in Verfe and Profe, and 
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of them containing Scandals fo black and horrid, and Lyes fo falfe and 
« groundlefs, that it is a Wonder Men could imagine they could have any 
4 . « Force; 
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Force; but it feems they found their own Party fo filly to believe them; 
and thofe, who had Wit amongft them, pretended to believe them to 
encourage the reft. So that in 1666, when that unhappy Fire in London 
was, the People (re almoft ready to believe that the Court Party pro- 
moted the Fire; 4nd but that there was open War with the French and 
Dutch, fo that the Rabble would bring both into the Calumny (who 
were Confederates againft us) of {preading the Fire, it might have been 
put in their Heads fhat the French and the Court joined in it: But, there 
being open War with France, it was impoffible fuch a Scandal could 


gain Ground. nh, the Fire was over, and the Parliament fat, a Com- 
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mittee of Co were appointed to enquire into the Caufe of this 
Fire; the Refort of which Committee was printed, by which a Man 
might fee that fome Men were willing the Scandal fhould remain upon 
the Court, although, as Times were, they could not carry fuch a Bufinefs 
“ through, At the latter End of the Book there is a Letter, pretended to 
“* be found in the Temple Church, giving Notice that the French were to 
land, and to maffacre the Proteftants, who were betrayed, &c. and, in 
the Teftimony concerning Fires, there are fome Evidences of No- 
tice taken in the Country of Reports, that London was to be fired, and 
Warning given to many of it: See the Book. This was an ufual Art to 
demonftrate any Thing to be done defignedly, by fhewing it was told as 
a Thing done at fuch a Diftance as the News could not poffibly ar- 
rive, 

‘And before XXXV. «All this I obferve to thew what Temper the People had (at 
the Dukeof ‘ leaft that Part that was oppofite to the Government) before there was 
Featale ae * any Sufpicion the Duke of York was of any other than the eftablithed 
Catholic. 7 Religion; that Men might not have the Fancy, which I have found in 
diverfe, that, if it were not for that, there would be no Oppofition to 
the Government, which I always looked upon as vain; for Men, of 
Principles or Interefts contrary to the Government, will never want Matter 
which fhall be plaufible enough. So it was, that thefe working, fome to 
perfuade the King to give Toleration, wherein they pretended they would 
juftify him, and the reft, to fcandalife the King with all the Falfehoods, 
relating to Popery, that they could hope any filly People would believe, 
whilft the King’s Actions, though defigned to difcredit him, would not 
perfuade good Men from their Duty, there was no Hopes to do it upon 
any Fictions, which, upon careful Examination, would vanith. Thus 
the Defign of the Declaration in 1662, called the Earl of Briftol’s, 
was laid afide as foon as it was difliked by the Parliament, who took 
from thence Occafion to defire a Proclamation againft Priefts and Fefuits; 
which iffued accordingly in 1663, and the People were thereupon 
fatisfied, and the Parliament proceeded with as much Duty and good 
Will as before,” 
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XXXVI. This may ferve for an Introduétion to the Alteration of the ie: ye 
Parliament's Difpofition paffing, from entirely trufting the King, to a Sufcep-: Bet sinto 
tibility of Fears and Jealoufies: For, after this firft Addrefs againft Priefts Court; and 
and Fefuits, which foon followed the firft A& agajfit_ {editious Conven- woe 
ticles, the Parliament continued to urge the Laws againft Conventicles and See. 
Popery, for diverfe Seffions, as we fhall fe. But, in the mean Timestef us clamation, 
obferve how the Author treats this AGtion of the King’s complying entirely, 
with what the Parliament defired, by iffuing his Proclamation. It was 
early Days then, and the Faétion hoped the King would have differed with 
the Parliament upon a Point of Popery, which wéuld have renewed the 
old Game ftrangely. But this Difappointment, aftr. (as I doubt not) fome 
at Court had given Hopes, and were to advife accordingly, fet back the 
Work very much; and the Faétion were really angry at it, as one may 
guefs by this Author, their Echo, who cannot forbear exprefling his Re- 
fentment. For, {peaking of this Proclamation, he fays, Lt did not Page 2953. 
feem to be much more in the Intentions of the Court (viz, the King) thaw 
another Proclamation for the better obferving of the Lord's Day, and jor’ 
renewing a former Proclamation againft vicious, debauched, and profane 
Perfons in 1663; for notwithflanding thefe Profefions (viz. of the King) 
towards pleafing the People, it is certain that Popery and Profanenefi were 
not altogether out of Favour. This is aéting the Devil, at leaft, that Sort 
the Poets feign to wear Goats Breeches, Bufkins, Horns and Hoofs, with 
an hideous Face called Satyr, that goes out of his Way to lath, and then 
doth it after a defultory Manner; and the Phiz admirably becomes this. 
Hiflorian. Could any one expeé, on this Occafion, to find the bet of the 
King’s Actions defamed with a villainous Conftruétion? Had he taken the: 
true Privilege of an Hiftorian, and given a real Charaéter of the Court, 
how vicious foever, in order to the clearing the Way to Truth, and refoly- 
ing enigmatic Paflages that might depend on fuch a Difpofition, or to fhew 
the Miichiefs to the People by the Example of great Immoralities in their 
Superiors, or any Thing to difcountenance Vice; we might have excufed his 
being free with his Majefty’s Inclinations to Pleafures: And fo far may be 
readily prefumed, when a King, in the Vigour of his Age, comes out of 
Exile and (for one of his Pretenfions) Mifery, into a flourifhing Kingdom, 
with: all good Will, Friendfhip, and Plenty about him, that he thould in- 
dulge his Genius and take Liberties without the Lines of ftriG Morality, 
and, perhaps, Prudence. It were well if Courts were Seminaries of Vir- 
tue, but icarce to be expected. What a Difcovery is it, to be recorded in 
Hiftory, that Vice raged at Court? Is it not the Hackney Obfervation of 
all Humanifts? It had been more tolerable, if the Author had made the 
Court his Subject, and, confulting well his Bundle of Libels, thewed the 
Courfe of their Amufements particularly. That had taken a Form of Hiftory, 
however malicious, and, for the moft Part, falfe; and fo not have ftyled it 
unpartial, but feeret, like fome of his lying Brethren. But here he fays 
Lil nothing 
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nothing to inform or inftruct, but infinuates that the King was a mo ftir- 


_religious profane Hypocrite; and all to no End or Purpofe in his Book, 


but railing where he ought to honour.. But, with his good Leave, be 
the Sovereigns as badzas he would have believed of King Charles Il, (and 
that I think is bad enough) yet their Acts in Government may be excel- 
lently..qood, and, which is more, intended for Good to the Subject, how- 
ever they think fit to act in their own Perfons. And are good Acts to be 
blafphemed to the Peaple, as Works of the Devil, becaufe the Governors 
ate not fo good as they fhould be? Certainly no Man can live fo ill as 
this Man writes. His AVords are cancrous, and fall as Excrements, from 
the very Soul of him.* .How elfe could fuch a Sarcafm be obtruded, Neck 
and Heels, as they fay, without Occafion, Ufe, or Purpofe in the Relation. 
The King did very well truly, but it was only to pleafe the People, and 
meant it no more fincerely than he did to forfake his own wicked Courfes, 
when he enjoined his People to live religioufly and foberly. This hath its 
Warrant by Deputation from the Devil himfelf who is the fovereign Accu- 
fer of Good; and, as in the Cafe of ‘fob, he dealt in Perfon, here he makes 
Ufe of the Author, and, with a parallel Rancour, pronounces aloud, that 
the King ferves not God fincerely. 

XXXVI. But thefe were the Flowers of the Faétion’s ordinary Conver- 
fation among themfelves, and abroad at that Time; and we have a world 
of them {cattered about here, and particularly concerning Affairs of the 
Parliament: For, in perufing the Book, we find that, if ever the King was 
gracious to his Parliament in their fitting, complying with their Defires, or 
doth any Thing grateful, the Author, like the barren envious old Woman, 
comes in with his Buts, as ——— expecting a Supply, could not avoid, 
——— could do no lefs, and the like, On the other Side, if the King 
doth not think fit the Parliament fhall meet and fit at the appointed Time, 
or the Meeting is prorogued or adjourned, then it is becaufe they may not 
look into Popery or Intrigues. The King hath no Reafons or Exigencies of 
State to weigh on his Side. All, he doth, is, by way of Subterfuge and 
Trick, to fhift his falfe Dice out of the Way; by which one may make a 
Meafure-of all Good and Evil, that will mufter with this Faction. All, 
that the King doth after their Prefcriptions, is good, and nothing elfe; and 
what is crofs to their Purpofes, is evil, nay the worft of Evils, even unpar- 
donable. » Was not this demonftrated in the Cafe of King Charles 1, whom 
this very Faction defamed, as if he had been the very worft of Men, even 
to the murdering his own Father; though it was notorious that he was 
egregioufly both virtuous and religious in his Perfon, and gave no Counte- 
nance to the contrary in his Court? If he could not efcape factious Obloquy, 
what had his Son to expect? Be good, fay they, and truckle to us, and we 
will make you a glorious King ; but, fetting up for yourfelf, be as good as you 
will, it fhall not ferve the Turn, ; 
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XXXVII. But we muft not be mifled by the Author’s romantic Reflec- Thyxing’s 


tions upon the King, and the Neceflity of our anfwering them, as is done, 
into an Opinion that the King’s Genius led him to expofe exotic Schemes 
of Religion, or Power; and that he wrought careft‘{ly, and direéted the 
Steps of his Government accordingly: There being in Truth very little 
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that Sort to accufe him of. For he was refigned fo much to his Eate“and the Paiia- 


Pleafures, that, of all Things, he hated Bufinefg; and he ufually conformed 
to what his Minifters (in whofe Hands his Affairs were entrufted) laid be- 
fore him, whom he feldom could force himfelf to contradiat. And this pro- 
cured him not only great Difappointments, but, foraetimes, a Neceffity of 
contradicting himfelf, which gained him the Charaéter of not being true to 
his Word. For when, by faying Ay to the Proje&ts of the Miniftry, 
they thought they had him faft by his perfonal Affent, as foon as he found 
him(felf in the Briars, and, if he went on, like to be undone, he made no 
Scruple to fet himfelf right, whatever became of them. So it was about 
his Indulgences; for, when he had the Heads of the SeCtaries about him and 
in his Council (for Cufford and Arlington were one Way, and Bucks and 
Shaft/bury the other) it is not to be wondered at if the King deviated from 
true Policy and his Intereft. For thofe took Advantage of his Humour, 
which was to be eafy himfelf, and to make every Body elfe fo, if he could 
(that he might have no Trouble) and they urged Indulgence as the only 
Means to make him fafe, as well as eafy, and efpecially with refpect to his 
Affairs in Parliament; which, commonly, were to get fome Money, and to 
itave off Importunities. I remember well, that, in Vacation of Parliaments, 
the Court was fo /ciolto, and free from Care on that Side, that it was feldom 
thought of till within a Month of their Meeting; and then all was in 
Hurry, Hurry, about confidering and fettling what was to be done; and, 
at fach Times, a Sort of People ftept in, called Undertakers, who would 
anfwer that all fhould be fmooth and well in Parliament: And then all was 
calm and eafy again, till this Party of Undertakers was found out, and, as 
commonly happened, routed Horfe and Foot. And, after that, there was 
‘no Expedient but to agree with the Parliament; which, in thofe Days, the 
King of himfelf refolved to do, let who would fay to the contrary. At 
this Rate Affairs went on from bad to worfe in Parliament; the Anti- 
Court Party prevailing fo much, that the King found himfelf to be upon the 
Defenfive, which made him ufe a little more Precaution, and ferve himfelf 
of his own Underftanding, and a Miniftry more in his Interefts; and there- 
by extricated himfelf, to the utter Confufion of all the Author’s Party, and 
Provocation of his Malice and Subtilty in charging the King with profound 
Schemes of wicked Politics: Which Depth of Iniquity was really found on 
the other Side. 

XXXIX. In thefe early Times a confiderable Revolution at Court hap- 
pened, which was the Cafe of the Chief Minifter the Earl of Clarendon, 
then Lord High Chancellor; of which the aes takes Notice, but purely 
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for the Sake of Scandal upon the King, which he labours to exprefs out of 

—- every fingle Item concerning it; and in fuch a Manner as muft be an Of- 
fence to all fenfible of the leaft Duty or Loyalty to the Crown, But it is 

- Jike all the reft; forthe Author, not allowing the King Reafon, or any 
‘Rughteoufnefs, in what he doth, permits not Majefty to have the Benefit of 
fo twash as a Chance of his Side to favour him with a little Credit now and 
then, to fhew him not fyderated to all Evil, As to. this Cafe of the Earl of 
Clarend:n’s Fall, he fays the Mifcarriages this Year - - - - made it neceffary 
a Minifter of State fhould be given up for a Sacrifice, and, ia Purfuance of 
this common Policy, bis Majefty took the Seal from the Earl of Clarendon, 
and delivered it to Sir Oglando Bridgman. This fhallow King may rife to 
fach common Politics, provided they are wicked enough, but mutt not pre- 
tend to the moft common Policy called Honefty. But here, to do the King 
right, a great Share of good Nature was allowed him even by his Enemies. 
The Earl of Shaft/bury, ina Speech of his in the Excheguer Court, did him 
the Juftice to fay, He was a Prince under whom the Unfortunate fell 
lightly. But this Author, a greater Enemy to his Memory than any 
Man living was to his Perfon, is fo far from allowing him that fhining 
Virtue, that, in black Characters, he charges him with a Matchiavellian 
Barbarity no Enemy ever affirmed of him, viz. By that Mark of Difgrace to 
give up the Lord Clarendon to the Malice of his Enemies, who foon hunted 
him into Impeachment and Banifhment. 1 thought one of the Ways of 
Parliament-Hunting was Impeachment, fo his Lordhip was hunted into be- 
ing hunted ; and no Wonder he was frighted and run away. And the Au- 
thor fhould have noted that, before he came to Banifhment (for the Fugam 
jecit was not Banifhment) if he had ftaid and took his Trial, in Cafe the 
Profecution had gone on, which was very doubtful, the Banifhment had 
not followed. 


And allforthe XL, But this Meridian Scandal is not enough; the Author hath another 
Ee Leste fine-fpun Inducement to increafe the Pravity, viz. No Doubt the greatef 
Page nid = Difpleafure, taken at him, was for his hearty oppofing Popery, and thofe new 
Miniflers who were profeffed Favourers and Promoters of it. ‘To let pais 
here what was ordinarily thought to have incenfed the Parliament againft 
his Lordfhip, wz. the York Match, Dunkirk, &c. I obferve that, on all 
Occafions, we hear this Cuccow's Tone Popery, Popery; and that is con- 
{tantly attended with a 20 Doubt, We have leave to doubt any Thing, but 
that, when it is to fcandalife the King. His Majefty is honoured with a 
Zeal to Popery beyond Example ; for he falls out with his conftant and old 
Friends for being, what he himfelf profeffed to be, Proteftants: No Doubs 
that was all. This perpetual harping upon Popery, on every Occafion that 
will afford a xo Doubt, is fulfom and faftidious to reply to, as well as to 
read; but we muft have Patience. The King, in Truth, came up to no- 
thing flower than changing his Minifters; and often, out of pure good Will, 
as well as the Inconvenience of Change, forbore to his great Lofs, 
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XLI. But when he found his Affairs in a very bad Condition, he 
commonly, upon changing, fell into the Hands of thofe who had made 
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him fenfible of former Mifcarriages, whether the Matter was amended or the Earl of 


not; till, by a little more of his own Application, hf came to be fenfible 


Clarendon. 


when he was well ferved, and when not. His Ear was moft inclined te 


clever and round Propolitions, and did not love meafuring Cofts— A he 
Author’s Promoters of Popery, fuppofed to rife by the Misfortunes of the 
Earl of Clarendon, were the famous CABAL, Clifford, <Afhley, (Lord 
Shaftfoury) Bucks, Arlington, and Lauderdale. Again{t thefe was levelled 
a Pamphlet called Az Appeal from the Cabal to the Country, The Cabal 
itfelf was a pretty Mixture, Papift and Prefbyterian ava; and, for Scot- 
land, q.f. The Duke of Bucks was a ftrange Inftance of a Bizzarr Cour- 
tier, that, being nobly defcended, a Scholar, of lucid Parts, and thofe fet 
off with all Advantages of Perfon and Education, ever a Libertine, yet 
warped towards Fanaticifm, and fancied to be Head of that Party. With 
thefe Trappings he had the unaccountable Chance to be, for fome Time, 
little lefs than primier Minifter to direct all the King’s Affairs, and yet was 
never Matter of Difcretion above a Jeft: And whether Religion, or the 
State, fhared moft of that Perfection of his, isa Doubt. But d/bley had a 
better Title to the Fanatic Regiment, being bred among them, and verfed 
in all the Miz-Maze Pradtices of the late Times: And then Clifford had 
once a very great Intereft in the Houfe of Commons; and very few, if 
any, fince, certainly none, in that Reign, had fo great a Sway there as he 
had, and yet, afterwards, proved to be a declared Papift, fo artificially did 
he conceal himfelf: And Arlington, who the Author fays was alfo a con~ 
cealed one, appeared with the Seétaries. Whatever other Ends thefe Peo- 
ple had, it is certain making Room was one. Lauderdale was the only 
Man of clear Senfe amongft them, and qualified to ferve the King, as he 
did in his Province, which was Scotland, faithfully and with great Succefs, 
He was no Enemy to Power, which he found the only Expedient to keep 
his rebellious Countrymen in Peace. And what other Method is proper where 
all Grace, Honefty, and Sacred Duty fails, and Men act by no Principle 
but private Intereft? But, in fhort, thefe were the King’s Company in the 
Time of the Infirmities and Failings of the Earl of Clarendon. 

XLII. It would be a rare Court if ative new Minifters did not fupplant 
worn out old ones, where the whole Study and Practice, on all Sides, is to 
ingrofs Favour and Employments into Faétions and Clans, by fupplanting 
others. But this Cafe of the Earl of Clarendon did not depend on that 
Practice, although it is the beft can be made of the Author’s Difcovery. 
For the King had great Reafon to be weary of the Earl, who was grown 
fo infirm, peevith, and forgetful, as alfo not a little tutorly in his Majefty’s 
Affairs, as he could fearce bear with ; and little fuited the Eafe he propofed 
to himfelf. And thofe already named, with other Tools, as Seymour, Be. 
wanted not Art to make the moft of his Lordthip’s Infirmities to the King’s 
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Ditlike, who was then very apt to hearken to Pleafantries, though, at the 


- Bottom, there lay a Snare; each of them having his feveral End in ‘it, as may 


Errors of the 
Court ia his 
‘Time, and his 
Concern in 
them. 


be interpreted by many Paflages touched upon in this Work. But now, to de- 
monftrate that the Agthor, with his xo Doubt, is a very Falfary, and that 


ee without great Caufe that the King forced himfelf to part with 
the’ 


T will fubjoin a fhort Memoir that came from the very Source of 
thefe Affairs, viz. ‘I was alfo credibly told that the Earl of South. 
“ ampton, the Lord Treafurer, was a very honeft Man, but a plain Man, 
«and no Way fkilled in the Methods of the Treafury, which require a 
mechanical Head; and Sir Philip Warwick, his Secretary, bookifh and 
forgetful: So that Money, affigned to the Ordnance, was paid to the 
Navy, and e contra; fo that the King fawa Neceffity of making a 
Change. And the Earlof Southampton having, by H. Seymour, declared 
his Defire to be eafed, the King went to the Chancellor in 1666, when 
the Parliament was at Oxford (where the Chancellor had the Gout in 
one Place, and the Treafurer in another) and told him of it. But he 
flew at it, and faid it would kill the old Man, and it was nothing but the 
young Men that had a Mind to get into Bufinefs before they underftood 
it;.and, thereupon, he fent to the Earl of Southampton, and prepared him 
to refift it.. So that, when the King went to him, he found him averfe; 
for the King had fo great a Kindnefs for him, that he would fuffer any 
Lofs rather than grieve him, Thereupon the Thoughts of a Commiffion, 
which the King then intended, were laid afide. And the Earl of South- 
ampton came to Town and died, and, thereupon, the Commiffion iffued 
to Albemarle, Afbley, Sit William Coventry, Duncomb, and Clifford; and 
fhortly after, the Seal was taken from the Earl of Clarendon, and the 
Parliament fet upon him befides,” , 

XLII, This I take to be a little better Authority than the Author’s no 
Doubt; and it fhews that the King was not fuch a Mifcreant in this Change, 
as he not flily infinuates (which, for his own Credit, fometimes he doth) 
but dire@tly declares, allowing his Majefty no one Good, or rather no one 
non-wicked Reafon for making this Change. I fhall not meddle with the 
Charges fpecified in the Commons Impeachment of the Earl, knowing that 
in the Courfe of thefe Matters, Parties never want Materials, nor of the 
Fame of his favouring the Roundheads againft the Cavaliers, becaufe the 
latter, not having Money to apply as the others had, were not fo good 
Clients; which might be wholly falfe, although the Politique of the Court, 
at that Time, might give Colour for it. It was fo far believed among the 
Cavaliers, as procured him a World of Curfes; and, in particular, for his 
puthing the A@ of Indemnity {o far as to take away Mens Properties, that 
is, their Actions at Law for perfonal and particular Wrongs done them. 
Whereby the Loyal Gentlemen were undone, and undone for. their being 
Loyal; and the Rebels went away fafe and found with their ill gotten 
Goods fecured to them by a Law. As for the taking Money, it is likely that 
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Enemies, out of ill Will, and for indirect Defigns, fomented the Suggeftion ; 
and fuch Spirits, as well without as with Caufe, commonly trouble Men. 
in high Places, And the other, of fcreening the Rebels by the Act of In- 
demnity, may be termed Ragion di ftato. But theAnjuftice, on the Part -— ~. 
of the Crown, was joined with fo much Ingratitude,’ as cannot be well pal“ 
liated, {carce in the Court of Matchiavel himfelf. Whether it lay allai the 
Chancellor’s Door, or not, I cannot be pofitive. But, afterwards, it was 
manifeft his Majefty’s Affairs fuffered through him; and the King was forced 
to a Change, of which the Author (with his 70 Doubt) makes a horrid 
Conftruction. I as little doubt that his Lordfhip’s Fidelity and Probity were 
moft exemplary ; yet it feems his retiring, and not ftanding his Trial upon 
his Impeachment, was a miftaken Step: For that gave the adverfe Party 
an Handle to infer confcious Guilt, and his Friends a Languor at beft. It 
was called withdrawing from Oppreffion, but it becomes Innocence, and is 
braver, to look Oppreffors in the Face, and generally more fortunate, 

XLIV. There may be fecret Reafons between him and the King, elfe I He was a 
fee no Colour for his withdrawing. The Lords muft have been his Triers, per eet, 
the Commons might have been lefs fierce, the King might have befriended him 5 tiicias. 
and, after all, the being condemned of Mifdemeanor, which was the moft, 
might have been called Oppreffion, and his Honour faved, which funk in 
his Fugam fecit. 1 fhall fay no more of this noble Perfon’s Cafe, but that 
he was too much a Scholar, and warping towards the Pedantic, to be a good 
prime Minifter of State, His Pen had the Advantage of his Politics, and, 
during the Courfe of the War, of which he hath left an Hiftory, he was 
one of thofe perpetual Scribblers that (if we may believe honeft Sir Pdilip 
Warwick) extremely prejudiced the King’s Concerns, For his Majefty 
feldom had an Advantage of the Rebels, which ought to have been im- 
proved by pufhing on, but they fpoiled all with their long winded Mef- 
fages, Declarations and the like ; againft all which Charms the Parliament 
were Tron Proof. And, after the Reftauration, when foreign, as well as: 
domeftic, Affairs of State depended on him, he grew every Day more dila~ 
tory in Bufinefs, and always trifled; from which, for Want of timely clofing 
certain Alliances, great Inconveniences emerged to the Crown. So, with- 
out the Author’s Help to clear our Doubts, it was plain what mutt follow. 

XLV. Now we fhall leave behind Charaéters and Reflections, for a ‘The Growth 
While, and fall to Bufinefs, and fee how the Author deals with the Public, of the Coun- 
as to many Things then done by the Court and by the Faction; whether, Pipa ae 
as fincerely as before, he deals with what was but thought, or (after his mour in the 
clear Penning) what /eemed to be done. And, to take a Rife from the hot oF 
Change of the Houfe of Commons in Point of Temper, or Reliance upon aes 
his Majefty, we muft note, that, in this Altitude of the Times, under the 
Colour of a Country Party, another Party prevailed much in the Houfe of 
Commons, and, by certain Arts then ufed, fuch as were termed Parliament 
driving, they made good their Numbers, and very much embarraffed the 

& King’s 


456, 


The ill Con- 
fequences of 
taking off. 


Of private 
Peations (a 
Courfe much 
improved 
fince) ufed 
chiefly againft 
the King’s 
Linereft. 


. 


EX AMEN. Parr ILL. 


King’s Affairs; and they fo wrought, that he was feldom well pleafed with 
what was done. So that the early good Humour of this Parliament, which 
lafted for many Years, muft be looked upon as now well nigh fpent. For 
the King was held under a continual Diftruft, and, in Speeches, made ob- 
“uoxious touching Popery, Liberty, Property, and France, always glancing 
at “she Court; and every Overture, pretending to fecure thofe Points, was 
moft acceptable to the Houfe, and greedily hearkened to; and the King’s 
Loyal Friends, who were called the Court Party, had enough to do to main- 
tain their Pofts, or prevail to have tolerable Quarter amongft them. The 
Degrees of this inaufpicious tumour growing, and the Arts ufed to inflame it, 
and the Exceffes that befell in Confequence, are a large Field, and will re- 
uire much walking about to thew it. 

XLVI. There were Abundance of Reafons that confpired to this Altera- 
tion; of which one, and not the leaft, was that which, in its Time, was 
called taking of; that is, with Places or otherwife, plainly buying the vi- 
fible Heads of the adverfe Party. A Method the King was inclined to 
much rather than that of contending with them; for he always lean’d to 
Ways that tended to his Eafe. Thus came Sir J. L e, Mr.Ga——y, 
and Sir I. M—rs, &c, who were the Bell-weathers of the Country Party, 
into the Commiffions of the Cuftoms, Admiralty, and Excife. And yet 
they held on their Party Combination in the Houfe of Commons, They 
eat, drank, and almoft flept together, the better to underftand all Things 
the fame Way, and to manage with Art their Game in Parliament, which 
they took to be devolved into their Hands. And, by the Advantage they 
had of Popery and France, they took the Parliament to be the Stage of 
their moft intenfe Aton, and, to be wholly devoted to that, neglected all 
their other Concerns. And fo, after hard ftraining and Labour, for many 
Years, to get thofe Darlings of Popery and France into the Houfe all in 
vain, now they had Poffeffion of them, they were not wanting in the ut- 
moft Application to Party Work for making the beft of it. But, ifone may 
judge by Confequences, the chief political Error of this Method confifted in 
the not taking off enough: The Cafe being like that of Spanifh Thievery, 
where they fay, 4 Thief deferves to be hanged that fleals not enough for 
bimfelf and the fudge. King Charles I. did nothing, Charles 11. went but 
a Step forwards. It isa Pity any, that go thorough Stitch (if any fuch ever 
be) fhould thrive better. 

XLVII. Befides thefe open Methods of Places and Promifes, there might 
be alfo fome fecret ones, as Penfions and Sums of Money for Jobs; but 
known to very few, and not great, or many, nor mentioned but in Whit 
pers, and thofe bore ten Times more than was true. It had been a much 
better Way to have given the Advantages after the Service done, by Way of 
rewarding Friends, which had gained many out of pure Hopes, than in 
buying off Enemies, which made as many crofs on Purpofe to be bought 
off; fo all the Effeét of this Trade was like that in the Fable of Hydra. I 
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fhould have pinched hard upon this Practice, if it had not been a Pofh-pin 
Game, compared with what has been known fince that fome Men, who 
were the Finders of Fault in thofe Days, have become Traders for them~ 


felves: And, if thefe latter Examples may pafs for PecSadillo’s fearce worth _ 


taking Notice of, I am {ure the purchafed Friends of King Charles I. mzy 
pafs for Self-denying Saints. But yet thofe (comparatively) inconfiderable 
as they were, helped to lofe irreparably the beft Intereft the King had in 
Parliament. For, without being a Witnef of the Thing, it is not eafy to 
conceive what a Clamor was raifed upon Occafion of fome Gratuities to 
Members difcovered, by Sir Stephen Fox (this was, I think, in the little 
Weftminfter Parliament) whether one or other, doth not appear in the printed 
Votes; for one while he was ordered to produce his Books, and Members 
appointed to attend on him to watch them; and at another Time, he was 
to fay, from his Memory, what Money, for fecret Service, went to Mem- 
bers of the, then, late long Parliament (which fhews that he was not per- 
mitted to difpofe of the Books of his Office, which was that called the 
Cofferer) but whether any Particulars were difcovered, or not, doth not 
appear in the Prints, This Inquifition came not till after the long Parlia- 
ment was diffolved, when Matters run high, and the whole Fa@tion, having 
this Handle, mouth’d it all over the Town, as the moft fatal Grievance 
that ever was known, no lefs than poifoning the Fountains of Law, Pro- 
perty, and public. Juftice. That long Parliament was called the Penfioned 
Parliament; and fo it was intended all they had done, for the Church and 
Crown, fhould fall under a Difparagement ; although, before they were dif 
folved, they had flown as high againft the Crown. as, one ‘would think, 
Faction could expect from them. And, as for the particular Members to 
be found peccant, it was expected they fhould be mortified moft exempla- 
rily; that no more fuch horrid and infufferable Abufes might ever after be 
known in Parliament, And was not all this to very good Purpofe? For now, 
when we hear of any Thing, of like Kind done, no one Perfon is in the 
leaft moved at it, or concerned to ftir up a Spirit of Indignation as might 
tend to a Reform, which every Subje& ought, in his proper Sphere, to pufh 
as far as he lawfully may ; but, on the other Side, Men feem to fuccumb un- 
der it, as a Procefs, now become of Courfe, and either fall to contriving 
how to profit the fame Way, or to content themfelves with faying, Ay, 
it was begun by the Minifters of King CharlesII. and fo the Canker creeps 
on without Check, and the Praétice becomes no Shame. Such Difference 
is to be obferved of Times! In fome, Men may fteal an Hor with more 
Impunity than, in others, look over an Hedge: So as nothing, that Mankind 
ever did, may, dt ought to do, is, by Way of Confequence, to be depended 
upon; for the fame Crafisof Humour hardly ever returns again, and, as the 
Weathercock ftands, Men will aé, and contradi@ themfelves and their 
egregious Interefts, contrary to all Reafon and the manifeft Declarations of 
Example, And fo this mighty Outcry ended in no Sort of Regulation, but 
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was exafperated only in Calumny upon the King, as if nothing elfe was in- 
tended by it; and, to that Effect only, it is recorded in this Famous 
Hiftory, 

XLVIIT. One mighty Caufe of fuch Change in the Humour of this fame 
Parliament, that had been fo loyal, and fat fo long, may be accounted the 
natural Tendency of all Things to Alteration; which happens from many 
Incidents. Men, that are eafy, grow uneafy. Deaths and Preferments 
bring in new Perfons of a different Temper. The Arts of defigning People 
gain upon thofe that are weak, though honeft, The Court naturally de- 
viates from a due political Condua, and, either out of Supinenefs, Negli- 
gence, or Miftake, gives Colours and Handles againft themfelves, Buf moft 
of all when, betrayed by falfe Friends and Dependants, that hold with the 
Hare, and hunt with the Hound, they do Things contrived on Purpofe to 
create Fears and Jealoufies, and thofe, with premeditated Defign, are fet 
forth and aggravated in the worft Senfe ; which was directly the King’s 
Cafe in Shaftfbury’s Miniftry, as was fhewed. Then the Nature of Man- 
kind, that are more touched by Fear than all other Paffions or Affe@tions, 
concluding every Evil, however improbable, muft foon be prefent, gives 
Advantage to falfe Men, by influencing a Populace, to aét almoft any 
Thing. And, the Generality of Men, gentle and fimple, being inclined 
to argue Evil rather than Good, all thefe Ingredients conduced to give a 
FaGtion, both in and out of Parliament, a Credit whereby they continually 
enlarged their Borders, And, what is worft of all, thefe Procefles go on, 
and, like burning Oil, farce can, by any ready Means, be kept from ex- 
tending. And it is not without Time and Application, or fome extraordi- 
nary Emergence, that makes a Stop or Diverfion of an Humouresee afloat, 
as fell out to be very violent againft King Charles 1. and could fet be co- 
erced by any dire&t Application, till the great Emergents of State happening 
(of which an Account has been given) made Way for it. And the Manner 
of working this Spirit of Faction, fo far as I can conjeét or difcover of it, 
is the Bufinefs of a few Sheets before us. 

XLIX. The Faction, finding that the King was beleagred, and, as they 
depended, could not efcape them, undertook the Management of two Mat- 
ters, which, brought to Perfection, would crown their Work. The firit 
was to bring the King into great Neceffity, and the other to plant only 
thofe of their own Party about him, Thefe, confidered in general; mutt 
needs. be very efficacious ; for, firft, if the King was once pinched with ex- 
treme Want of Supplies, he muft, at length, throw himéfelf upen the Par- 
liament, and do whatever they fhould fay was needful for fecuring the 
Public againft Popery and arbitrary Power. And the Faétion concluded, 
if it came once to that, he would foon be reduced, and render at Difcreticn. 
And they, no lefs reafonably, expeCted that all his Struggles and Shifts, to 
avoid that Extremity, would but haften the Operation, and bring forward 
the grand Crifis. They had gone a great. Way, as they thought, by bring- 
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ng his Majefty under a general Difcredit and Diftruft with many of the 
People, as one abandoned to Popery, arbitrary Power, and France, And 
this Procefs was, by all Means, continually invigorated with the Adjun@s 
of Hatred and Contempt ; as they laboured to bring over him; of which 
the Fruit was to be the difpofing People, upon all Vacancies, to ele& into 
the Houfe of Commons only Party-Men, or fuch as fhould join with the 
Faction in every Thing againft the Crown. ‘The other Point was, of de- 
priving the King of all his true Friends, and planting falfe ones about him. 
Thefe were to advife plaufibly, but treacheroufly, and whatever was deli- 
berated or refolved, to betray ittothem. For, if any Good was done, they 
might erect fome Counterworks to prevent its Effect; as Lyes to be'invented 
and {pread abroad, that this real Good might feem bad, or done for fome 
indirect Purpofe to the People’s Prejudice, and, if pofiible, make them be- 
lieve they were bought and fold. And whoever about the King did not fall 
in with thefe Meafures, he was to be made.one of arbitrary Principles, dif 
affected, Papift in Mafquerade, or Penfioner of France; and, by Virtue of 
thofe Handles, by one Way or other, if poffible, they muft get him re- 
moved. Now, that the Fa@ion laboured upon this Model, a little Confi- 
deration of the Times, and Conference with the Paffages and Diforders in 
that Reign, as have been already, in great Part, ‘and farther will be, de- 
clared, will evince, and alfo interpret the Myfteries held forth in moft of 
them. And as foolifh and hot-brained as diverfe of thefe Projects feemed 
to be, yet they had Root in very fecret and treafonable Counfels, and the 
Author’s Style and Manner of Expreffion will help us out in demonftrating 
to open View thefe curfed Stratagems and Complots againft the King and 
his Government. _I fhall therefore go over them more particularly, 

L. And, firft, of the bringing Neceffity over the King. - It was:confidered 
that the fettled Revenue was a grand Security to the Crown; for, with a 
reafonable Managery,. and not launching into profufe Undertakings, the 
King might live well upon his own. And this Good was owing to the 
early loyal Parliament, which makes the Author fo angry, as 1 fhewed, 
about a Recognition of the Militia, But yet, as the King ordered the Mat- 
ter, it was feldom that he found himfelf without great Need of Supplies, 
Pleafures, Building, the Navy (which was his beloved) and other Royal Oc- 
cafions kept him always in a Difpofition, if poffible, to be well with his 
Parliament, from whofe occafional Supplies he expected his Satisfa@tion and 
Eafe. Now, taking the Matter in a factious Senfe, it was dangerous for 
the Parliament to be over-rigid in denying Supplies, left he thould take up 
a Refolution of living within Compafs, and then all Advantage againft him 
was loft, But, together with Supplies, they ufed to pluck at his Pinions, 
and, perhaps, get off a Quill or two. J: was often the Method, in thefe 
Cafes, to vote a Supply very freely, and fuffer the Bill to be brought in, and 
tolye upon the Table; there was a fair Lure. After that, according to the 
Rule, that Grievances were to go before the Money Bill, the latter fhould 
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lye ftill, or move a Snail’s Pace, till other Matters, under the Notion of 

Grievances, were wrought up to a Pitch. It is to be owned that this 
Method of proceeding in Parliament, for regulating Grievances, is moft 
proper and fit to be ufed when there is Reafon at the Bottom: But, 
if there want that, and it be ufed with Defign to fupplant the Monar- 
chy, it hath another Character. The King’s Circumftances were fuch, 


‘that he was not yet to be attacked openly and barefaced, Faction muft 


move with all the Art and Caution imaginable, and manage Pretences to 
Advantage. It ufed to bean hard Match, between the Court and Country 
Parties, which fhould prevail, the one to carry thorough, and the other to 
retard, the pafling of a Money Bill; and all the Skill cf both Parties was 
imployed at Stretch to gain the Point; which occafioned fome diverting Ac- 
counts among the Folks without Doors, One was, that, when Serjeant 
Gregory was the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, a Bill was ingroffed, 
and, having paffed at the third Reading, lay upon the Table, to be carried 
up when the Houfe fhould fo order ; but the Country Party found .Ways to 
delay the fending it up. And, at length, a Time was privately coricerted, 
and a Member moving for the carrying up the Bill, the Speaker, not ftaying 
for any Debate. or Queftion, rofe out of his Chair, and took the Bill in 
his Hand; the Court Party rofe and clofed in behind him, and carried him 
forwards, and fo they went up to the Lords, and the King being in his 
Chair, the Bill was prefented and i/ Roy Je vent. The other Party, hav- 
ing no Warning of this, could only in the Houfe cry Hold, but all in vain,, 
although the Majority, at that Time, was with them. So factum valet, 
and, the Parties being well matched, no farther Notice was taken of it. 
And the Juftification of fuch an irregular Step was founded on the very 
bad Ufe the other Party made of Means they had in their Hands to ftop 
the Bill. 

LI. Another Money Bill had a fhrewd Rub froma Mitake of the Clerk, 
who had, in the Ingroffment, made. the firft Payment. in a.Year that was 
paft, as writing 1673, for 1674, and fo it was carried-up to the Houfe of 
Lords, where the Miftake was found out and obferved; And, after that, 
the Court Party of the Lords, who fwayed-the Houfe,. were at a very great 


. Plunge what Courfe to take for fetting this. Error right. The Dilemma lay 


here: The Lords Houfe.could not mend the leaft Punctilio in a Money Bil}, 
though they might.throw the whole out; and, if they. had ordered the 
Amendment, the Commons had infpetted the Lords. Books, and, finding 
it, certainly had entered upon a Quarrel, and the Bill had been loft. And 
then to fend it down to the Commons was running the Gauntlet again-, 
forthe Country Party. would have taken: Advantage, and, .if they could, 
hindered the Bill’s paffing upon the Queftion, as-muft have been put de novo. 
Here. was dignus vindice nodus.. The Matter hung-in Debate, three or four 
Days; and, at length,.a noble Lord moved that the Bill might: be read, 
that the Nature. of the Miftake might be. underftood:. And, O wonderful! 
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“the Bill was right as any Bill could be, and their Lordthips-were, it feems, 
under a Miftake, and not the Bill. The Truth of the Matter wasy one of 
the Clerks found good Reafon to lend his Underhelping Hand, and fo all 
was well. In the Courfe of thefe Contefts, the Country Party continually 
got Ground, and they gained a Majority at laft, whereby this Fountain of 
Supplies dried up; and nothing could be got but what was rigidly appro- 
priated, ,pinched, or clogged, as I fhall fhew, It was a Sort of Symbol or 
Watchword of the Party to fay, we muff hinder Supplies. And the being 
for, or againft; a Money Bill, was an infallible Criterium of all Good and 
Evil in Men. Nothing but the latter would qualify a Country Party Man. 
Liberty of Conicience was allowed in all other Concerns in the Houfe 
whatever, provided: that Duty was performed; and an Apoftle would not 
have been muftered among them,. that ever, upon any Account, had voted 
for Money. 

LH. There were diverfe Projects of the Faétion that tended to ftraighten 
the King; fome took Place, others went Half Way, and fome came to 
nothing. One of the earlieft was during the Duke of Bucks’s Miniftry, 
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little obferved or remembered. It was, by him, Shaftsbury, and others, fion of Trade 


reprefented to the King that. his Majefty was too much troubled in Council 
with dark Queftions concerning Trade, which, at laft, were referred to emi- 
nent Merchants, and their Advice commonly was the Rule, The Courtiers, 
for his Majefty’s Eafe, moved that there might be a Commiffion to feveral 
of. the greateft Traders in London to examine all: Matters of that Kind, and 
to report their Opinion to the Council; upon which his Majefty might 
determine. This plaufible Project was put in Execution, and the Leaders 
of the fanatic Party in the City, as Love, Child, &c, were the Commif- 
fioners ; for fo it was plotted. The great Houfe in Queenfireet was taken 
for the Ufe of this Commiffion. Mr. Henry Slingsby, fometime Mafter of 
the Mint, was the Secretary; and they had a formal Board with Green 
Cloth and Standifhes, Clerks good Store, a tall Porter and Staff, and fit- 
ting Attendance below, and a huge Luminary at the Door, And, in Win- 
ter Time, when the Board met, as was two or three Times a Week, or 
oftener, all the Rooms were lighted, Coaches at the Door, and great paf- 
fing in and out, as if a Council of State in good Earneft had been fitting. 
All Cafes,.Complaints, and Deliberations of Trade were referred to this 
Commiffion, and they reported their. Opinion, whereupon the King in 
Council ordered as of Courfe, So that they had the Province of a Com- 
mittee of Council; and the whole Privy Council was lefs Charge to the 
King than this; and, the Characters of the Commiffioners.confidered, one 
may conclude, that, whatever Interefts were regarded, the public Revenue, 
coming to the Crown out of Trade, was not the chief of their Care, unlefs 
it-were to fink it by all.the Ways they could poffibly contrive. 
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phe Comal LIT. But, in an evil Hour, it fell out that a Matter was brought ie 
velliae doour fore the Commiffioners, upon which the Board could come to no Con- 
private Inte- clufion, For the Interefts of the Turky Merchants, and of the Eaft-India 
Hae Merchants, clafhed, and no Merchants, in either of thofe Interefts, would 
was dillolved, yield one Scruple to the other; but, what with Alderman Love on the one 
Side, and Sir Jo. Child on the other, they adhered mordicitus to their re- 
fpective Propofitions. It was a long Time thatethey ditcourfed the Matter 
at their Board, off and on, if violent Talking may be called Difcourfe ; and, 
at length, they agreed to defire that the whole Matter might: be heard and 
determined by the King in Council: And there each Party might alledge 
his Reafons, and receive the King’s Judgment. So was done; and, at the 
~ Tearing, Love made the Cafe very plain on his Side, and Child allowed all 
to be reafonable, if his Fa€ts were true as he had ftated them; but thofe 
were altogether miftaken, and, he fhewing the State of the Fad, the Cafe 
came up to Demonftration on his Side. The ‘other revyed, and denied his 
FaQs ; and fo too and fro, vying and tevying with perpetuat Contradiction, 
little lefs than giving each other the Lye. ... Whereby it appeared most plain 
to the King, that they were: a Pack of .K---- s, and there was no 
Grain of Juftice or Ingenuity amongit them ; but all Partiality and Selfith- 
nefs, agrecing in nothing but the common Notion of Trade, which is to 
ferve theméelves at the Coft of every Body elfe; and, more ef, ecially, of 
his Majefty’s Cuftoms, which were not like to thrive where ¢ ey had to 
do. Befides, they were a vaft Charge to. the King, with their State and 
pompous Way of managing their Commiffion; and, whenever their Inte- 
refts were oppofite, they contended moft indecently and irreconcileably. This 
Incident, joined with other Jealoufies the King had-conceived of them, gave 
him an Handle to declare them diffolved,.and they were ‘diffolved: Since 
which there have been Commiffions of Trade upon a fairer Scheme, not 
like to turn into fuch a dangerous Confederacy as they did; and, if not 
like to do much Good, there is no great Danger that, at their proper Board, 
they fhould do much Hurt. 
The Wittory LIV, There was a wonderful Contrivance in the City for leffening the 
“i the ine" King’s Cuftoms, and, at the fame Time, difcontenting all that depended on 
by the Zarty the Woollen Manufa@ure ; of which I (hall give a plain Relation; though 
company. the Fact is of fuch a Nature, as, fubftraéting the Spirit of FaGion, - that 
fticks at nothing, muft appear incredible. After Peace was made with the 
Dutch, and the King, being a neutral Prince, had the Poft of a. Medinor 
at the Treaty of Nimeguen, there was a va{t Increafe and Flow of ‘Ptade, 
which, by the ordinary Cuftoms, brought a copious Revenne into:the Ex- 
chequer; whereat the FaGtion looked a-fqaint, and would have hud it brought 
Jower, though they had been Sufferers in their Trade by: i,' as will’ appear 
by what follows. Sometime, about the Year 1680,.-the'Zevant or Turky 


Company, in Londen, had under their Confideration, what Courfe was to 
be: taken foe the renairino themiGlose Af tha mcneas Cecca, Fame me 
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pany had fuftained, by the unfufferable Outrages and Oppreffions of their 
Merchants in Turky, by the Grand Vizir’s Avanias, as their Oppreffions 
are called. And, at their Affemblies, called the Turky Court, they were 
very warm upon Expedients for Redrefs. One Thing, refolved upon, was 
thé recalling Sir ‘fobn Finch, then Embaffador there, and fending out a 
new Embaflador to the Port in his Room. For it is found that an Audience 
of an Embaffador, by the Grand Seignior himfelf, is very dangerous to the 
great Men, and they have a Dread of it accordingly ; for there is a fair Op- 
portunity to complain, and the Complaints, fo folemnly given, are credited. 
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And the Lord Chandois was pitched upon to be the Embaffador to Conftan- . 


tinople. The next Thing was to confider the Tenor and Form of the Dif- 

patches that were.to be fent out with him; and there was great ‘Difpute and 
Contention about that Matter. It feems the chief of the Turky Company’ 
were alfo the Demagogues or Heads of the Faction in the City, and were 
moft hearkened to. by. the Noa-chalant Merchants that went with Fa€tion, 
fearce knowing why. Thefe Gentlemen were for hectoring the Grand 
Seignior, dnd fome were for an Application to the King for Ships of, War to 
go and lic before the Seraglio, and, if'he would not right the Merchants, 
beat it about his Ears. It made a pleafant Entertainment, at the Turky 
Club that Evening, to recollect the’ fevetal'-lofty Flights. and touring Pro- 
jects of thofe that {poke on this Side; and how flight the) ‘magle of ‘the .O7- 
toman Emperor: in: Nie-ewnt. Metropolis, There ‘were others of the fame 
Party that put'on the Prude, and came a Peg ot two lower. Thefe were 
for making it an Order of the: Levant Company, that, until Juftice was 
done for the Merchants againft tee Grand Vizir, ‘all manner of Trade with 
the Port fhould be interdiéted; and then all fell in with this as a Sort of 
a Temper, and, upon the Queftion, carried it; and fo it was to pafs into 
an Order of the Company, to interdict all Trade to Turky, and with the 
Turks, until, &c, Sir Samuel Bernardifton faid they muft tumultuate the Peo- 
ple at Confantinople ; which Reafon, fhallow as it was, fhewed the Depths 
of his Politics at Home. 

LV. The Gentlemen, that oppofed this Order, dealt plainly, affirming 
it was the maddeft Action that could-be done. by Men pretending to com- 
mon Senfe. Nothing could be: fo rafh and unadvifed. “And, if they went 
on with the Interdiét, the beft Ifue, they could expect, was that the Na- 
tion abroad would have more Wit than to let the Turks know of it, but, 
notwithftanding their Order, go on and: Frade as they ufed to do, And it 
could not be expected that, whatever the Company rnobght fit at that Di- 
ftance, the Factors upon the Spot would comply ‘to be* facrificed and lofe 
all for their Capriccio. For if, upon this Account, they fhould fhut up 
their Warchoufes, and the Embaffador declare a Stop of Commerce, all 
their Perfons and Effedts, all over the Empire, would certainly be feifed as 
for an infolent Affront to the Grand Seignior, and little lefs than declaring 
War with him, even while they were all in his Power; and then all the Ap- 
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plications.and Submiffions, they could make, would not get off this Avania,— 
without paying forty Times as much as had been eaten from them before ; 
and fo the rapacious Officers had been gratified with a good Pretence, both 
for what they had taken, and for taking from them all the reft. And, as 
for huffing and hectoring, it was there as the Mice hectoring the Cat; and 
what fhould the Nation, going only for Traffic, get by a War at that Di- 
ftance? And the Turés have us in as much Contempt as we can have of an 
Armenian Pedlar of Amber Beads, And befides, if the Trade be once inter- 
rupted, it is doubtful if ever we might refume it. Experience has fhewn 
that Trade, difcontinued, is the fame as loft; for there is nothing we fup- 
ply, but either the French or Dutch would furnith beyond all the Demand 
there, if it were a greater Trade than there is; and the Trade we have is but 
a Competition with them. But all this was talking to the Wind, for the 
worfhipful Leaders had other Views, they muft tumultuate the People at 
Home, and fhrink the Cuftoms, as I fhall make better underftood. 

LVI. While they were contriving the Difpatches for the Embaffador, this 
Order of the Company took Air, and coming to the Knowledge.of'a Privy 
Counfellor, he laid the Matter before the. King in Council, as what he 
thought very fit for his Majefty to take a timely Account of, left it fhould - 
make a hoftile Rupture,-and induce a War between his Majefty and the 
Ottoman Port. Upon this, the Levant Company was fummoned to attend 
the King in Council, and, being there, received a fharp Reprimand. They 
were told that they were a Company incorporated to carry on, and not to 
interdi@, Trade; and that, if they perfifted and did not ftraight go back and 
vacate what they had done, and thereby: lay open the Freedom of their 
Commerce to all their Members, his Majefty would forthwith ‘affué his Royal 
Proclamation, declaring a Liberty for all his loving Subjects, who were 
willing, freely to trade in Turky. And would fend to his Embaflador at 
Conftantinople, and to the Confuls in the feveral Factories, Orders exprefs 
that they fhould prote& any of his Subjects that fhould fend out the Ma- 
nufadtury and ProduGt of Exgland, or otherwife trade there. And they were 
alfo told, that it fhould not be in their Power to engage his Majefty in Ho- 
ftilities with the Grand Seignior. Therefore, however they had been en- 
trufted formerly, now there fhould go no Letters in his Majefty’s Name to 
the Grand Seignior, or his Minifters, till they had been read and approved in 
Council, With this Romancino the Gentlemen of the Company went back 


’ and held a Court, where they refcinded their Order, and, after quarrelling 


a little about the Difcovery, which was called Jetraying the Secrets of their 
Court, they fell to their Bufinefs in good Order as before. Thus ended this 
factious Attempt, and bold Attack upon the Public Revenue. Ie did not, at 
that Time, feem fo monftrous a Step, as here it doth in the Pidture, be- 
caufe there was a ftrange Tendency to fuch Sort of Doings; and, after the 
Proje&t failed, and turned fharply upon the Contrivers, then, as the Ufe of 
gha Rattan fn all ibe Cafece wae they hnthed it un. fo that it was f{carce 
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“fpoke of: And I queftion if any Perfons are now to be heard of, that re- 
member the Paffage. But the Steps of it may be found both in the Book of 
the Company, and of the Privy Council, as I verily believe, 

LVI. It will be expected now, that I thew more plainly how this De- 
fign terminated in the Government, In the firft Place, if fo rath a Thing 
had been done, as for the King, at the Company’s Requeft, to have fent a 
Squadron of great Ships to pafs the Dardanells (at defperate Hazzard) to 
lie before the Seraglio, befides all other Evils to the Nation there, what 
had that Expedition coft? and what Lofs to the Navy had followed? All 
which had been Mifcarriage to charge upon the Government, and to weaken 
it both in Money and Reputation; whereof the Faction weré to reap the 
Fruit in Clamor and Obloquy.’ Then to confider a mere Ceffation of the 
Trade, which was not only of the Levant, but of Italy, France, and 
Spain, &c, that depend upon it, and fubferve each other; there muft be 
a vaft Defalcation of the Cuftoms, both in and out, following thereupon, 
and alfo a principal Branch of the Royal Revenue refcinded, But that, 
which was more immediate and worfe, being to take Effe@ upon the mere 
Rumor of the Interdict, even though it had not finally taken Effect, but 
much more if it had, was the Difcontent it mu{t have raifed in Multitudes 
of People, and, as the Fa¢tion would have exaggerated the Rumor, and 
Fears of the Confequences, have made them almoft mad; which may beun- 
derftood by thofe that lived in that Time, and faw how the Confederacy of 
a Party would make Mole-hills feem Mountains. The chief Export to 
Turky, is Cloth, Lead, and Tin, In the firft Place, upon the Bruit of an 
Interdiét, the Price of Wool had fallen, there the Land Intereft had been 
difcontent ; for, if {uch a Fall had happened by any other Accidents, yet it 
had been charged upon that. Then, next, the Clothiers, expecting no 
Sale at Blackwell-Hall for Export, had ftruck off all the Weaving, Spin- 
ning, €&c, for a Time; how many Thoufands of the poor People had been 
malecontent upon this? And thofe, that belong to the Woollen Manufadture, 
are, generally, the moft factious People in the Nation. What had been the 
Difcourfe but Extremity, that all the Poor muft ftarve, or come to the 
Parith? If thefe were not Ingredients of bad Blood in the Nation, I know 
not what can be fo, But you will fay, how muft this needs terminate in 
the Crown, being only the A& of the Company? Now there is the Art, as 
an Engineer will tell you; give mea primum movens, or a Thing that will 
ftir and turn round, I will make it do what Work I pleafe. So fay the 
Faction, give us but Difcontents and Grievances to the People, no Matter 
from what Caufes or Accidents they proceed, we can charge them upon the 
Government, and convince the People, by our Authority, that all the 
Caufe is from thence, Non caufa pro caufa, is the eafieft Fallacy to get 
down and digeft. Thus the Faétion had applied all the terrible, artificially 


aggravated, Circumftances of this Interdict by Way of Difcredit and Di- 
Dent of the Kino whn fhantlad ac thew had faid have nrnteted Trade 
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The Work of Fa€tion goes heavily on when the People are, as they were. 
at this Time, happy, and at Eafe, in full Career of Trade, and under no 
Confternation, Therefore it is the conftant Praétice of the Drivers, to 
make the People as miferable as they can, that they might make them in- 
clined to Action, And let it be marked as a Diabolical Practice in fingle 
Perfons, as well as Factions, to facrifice the Interefts of the Public, of vaft 
Import, to fubferve fome Self-interefted Proje&t of their own: And, when 
trufted, like ill Surgeons, who, with their bargaining Plaifters, torment the 
Patient to get Money, they wilfully and knowingly torment the poor Vul- 
gar of the Nation ; only worfe, as one is general, and affliéts the Poor, and 
the other particular, and accidental. And, as for a Number of Men, or a 
Party, we have not known a worfe Praétice, than what hath been related 
concerning this treacherous Interdit. 

LVIII. If this Matter, as a Plot upon the Gavernment, and its Revenues, 
had not been within the Lines of my Defign, I might fairly have taken it 
up from a Handle given by the Author, in what he fays of the noble Lord 
Chandois, who, upon this Alteration, went over to Conflantinople, in the 
Quality of Exgli/e Embaflador. The Author tells us.a Tale of his Lord- 
thip’s being chofen by the Company, but that-the King rejeGted: him; beraufe 
he had been very bufy about petitioning for the Parliament (a Subject we 
fhall e’er long come up with) but, upon his Lordfhip’s recanting, and beg- 
ging Pardon, he was accepted. Now this Tale, fecundum ufum, Gc. is to 

rove, that the deing of a Party was a Recommendation ta bis Majefy’s 

‘avour, publicly fhewed by this Inflance. Without this Moral, his Fable 
had been infipid; but, however he intends a Scandal by it, it is Pity the 
King was not conftant to that Principle and Pra@iice; it had been much 
better for him if he had. His Majefty was too apt to countenance thofe 
who. differved him; and, if he had made it the Rule of his Government at 
firft, as he didat laft, nay, when it was almoft too late, to prefer only thofe 
that were his Friends, and loyal to his Government, he had flourifhed at 
another Rate than he did. But I fufpect the Compofition of this Tale of 
the Author's, and therefore I will fay what I think of the Matter. It hath 
been the, Ufage. to. leave the Affair of the Embaffador to the Order of the 
Turky-Campany, whofe Concern it is; and, for that Reafon, fuch Perfons, 
as thought themfelves qualified, ufed to apply, after the Way of Intereft 
making, to the Merchants, and accordingly keep them Company, and 
drink with them, defiring their Favour to-be nominated to the King. And 
this noble Lord took the fame Method; and, I remember,:upon his be- 
coming a Candidate, he let: his Whifkers grow,. after the Manner agreeable 
to the Turks, and ufed by the Nation there; which fo far fhewed him quali- 
fied, and, among us, really made a very odd Figure. And it is not unlikely, 
that the Leaders of the Company being factious, and this Matter ef peti- 
tioning then much agitated, his Lordfhip, to favour his Suit, went a little 
too far in that Matter; which the King really took ill: But much worfe 
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, “another Circumftance, which was, that the Company had fet up for them- 
felves, as if they were independent on the Monarchy, and that the King was 
to be but their Tool; and, befides the Interdia@, this Affair of the Em- 
baffador went on without any Participation of his Majefty, though the noble 
Lord wore the Enfign in his Countenance every Day in public. Therefore 
it was given his Lordthip, and the Company, to underftand, that he 
was to be the King’s Embaffador, and not theirs, and that his Majefty 
might fend whom he pleafed, with what Inftru€tions he thought fit, whe- 
ther they liked it or not; and that the firft Application ought to have been 
made to the King, and not to the Company, at leaft the Courtfhip to them 
of the petitioning Affair might have been forborn, whereby his Majefty was 
to be affronted. And it was really very unfeafonable, and diftefpectful to 
the King. ‘Thefe Confiderations obftructed the Acceptance of his Lord- 
fhip for fome Time; but, upon his begging Pardon for his Overfights, the 
King paft it all by; and he was made their Embaffador, and performed the 
Truft with great Honour, and Content to the Merchants, Now fee what 
a libellous Ufe the Author has made of this Paflage, and alfo the Depth of 
his Judgment, Here are two Parties, one againft, and the other for the 
King, that is Enemies and Friends ; and, alack a Day! his Majefty is a Party- 
Man, his Favour, in the Matter of Trufts and Preferments, is fhewed to 
his Friends ; and his Enemies cannot get Preferment, or to be trufted at all, 
Majefty was much to blame to fide with Party at that Rate, he ought to 
have taken the Snakes into his Bofom to warm them, that they might have 
had Strength to have ftung him to Purpofe. 

LIX. This Attempt, as I have fhewed, failed; but, before this, by The building 
Means of the Parliament, there had been diverfe Ways of pinching the Re- Shipea Charge 
venue, whereof fome, as they were defigned, took Effe&t, and others were tothe Crown. 
accidental; but the main one, coming very near the Quick, by a Felicity 
that attended the King, happened to make but a flight Impreffion: And 
that was actual War with France. This laft, being the chief, I fhall, in 
due Place, take a more particular and exprefs Notice of ; whereby to re- 
folve the myfterious prefiing the King toa War. But fome other Attempts, 
of this Kind, deferve alfoa Remembrance, After the fecond Dutch War, 
it was confidered that the Royal Navy wanted a Recruit, therefore the 
Parliament gave a Supply, and appropriated it to the building of thirty great 
Ships. When it was enquired by the Houfe and their grand Committee, 
what were to be the Rates, Scantlings, and Charge of hele Ships, in Order 
to adjuft the Sum to be raifed, the Faction bufied themfelves abroad among 
the Artifts fo effe€tually, that Men were brought to declare their Judgments, 
and had Credit, in fuch Manner, that, after the Tax, fo regulated, was 
given and brought in, and Ships built (in doing which Work, the King 
would upon no Account pinch) it was found that the Charge was above 
100,000 /, more to the King than the Tax amounted to. And yet there 
was great Fault found with the Work, as to the Manner and Materials of 
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its but Mr, Pepys, the Secretary of the Navy, in a fmall Odfave Book,” 
neatly wrote, and carefully printed, juftified the Work in every Refpe&. 

LX. At another Time, the Houfe of Commons thought fit to give his 
Majefty a Supply for his extraordinary Occafions, The Country Party 
could not prevail to hinder it, and then, after their Ufage, did all they could 
to clog it, And Colonel B---4, by a Sort of Surprife, carried a Rider, 
as it is called, being a Claufe to be added at the laft Reading; whereby the 
Bounty-Money, upon Exportation of Corn, was charged to be paid out of 
the public Revenue. It was a fubtile T hought, and well managed; for 
Corn was then cheap, and Rents ill paid, which gave the greateft Advan- 
tage to fuch a Bait hung out, as a Project, to make Corn dear, muft needs 
be. The Country Gentlemen {wallowed it greedily. Nothing could have 
been more popular amongft them ; and it was alledged to be done, that the 
Land-Owners might be the better able to pay the Tax; that was fuch a 
Charm as could not be refifted. It was alfo made a great Secret while the 
Bill was pafling, for, if the Court had had Warning of fuch a Defign, 
they might, at the Committee, or in the Houfe, have thrown it out; but 
juft when the Bill was pafling, and Delays were dangerous, the Court, 
finding it clapped upon them, and the Houfe very warm upon it, thought 
it better to let it pafs, than-delay, and perhaps hazzard the Bill, This Claufe 
coft the King above 60,000 /, per Annum; and fo the Faétion made the 
moft they could of their Skill, and gave that Pinch fo the Cuftoms. The 
Defign could never be for the public Good; for what Good doth the 
Public get by giving a Price to itfelf, or by contriving that one Part of the 
Nation thal! pay Money to another? For, confidering the King’s Reve- 
nue as public Money, this is the Cafe. But it certainly brought’a Difficulty 
upon the King, and hath been a fruitlefs Charge, or- rather Fraud to the 
Public, and Benefit to the Foreigners.ever fince. 

LXL At another Time a Sum of Money was given, in Order to an 
a@tual War with France, which was by a Poll Tax. With this the King 
raifed and tranfported a {pruce Army into F/anders.- But the fame Party 
contrived to have inferted in the Bill an abfolute Prohibition of all French 
Wines, Brandies and Linnens; which made a vaft Defalcation in the Re- 
venue of the Cuftoms for diverfe’ Years: So they gave with one Hand, and 
took away with the other. Speaking of the Cuftoms, puts me in Mind of 
the prodigious Induftry and Diligence, ufed by the Leaders of the Country 
Party, whereon I have touched; but I was told by one of them, that they 
took Occafion, and, with much ado, prevailed to have certain general 
Books of the Cuftom-Houfe Accounts laid before the Houfe, and being de-~ 
firous to be Mafters of them, which could not be in that fhort Time as 
was allowed for them to lie upon the Table to be perufed by the Mem- 
bers, they took an Opportunity, and imployed Stationers, who decompofed 
the Books, and difperfed them to be tranfcribed by many Hands, and, after 
the Copies finifhed, had the Books bound up again and laid upon the Table 
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in lefs than forty eight Hours Time: And fo the Party had a compleat 
Infpection in their own Time, and the Matter was never difcovered. So 
“much Application was there, of the Country Party, to underftand well all 
the Branches of the public Revenue, that they might know where beft to 
attack it. 

LXII. During the War between France on the one Side, and Holland 
and the Allies on the other, the King, being a Mediator, kept Embafladors 
at the general Treaty of Peace, ftyled of Nimeguen, which depended near 
four Years, and was a very great Charge to him. And when the King, 
by prefling, had obtained, for the Confederates, thofe Terms as they had 
declared they would be fatisfied with; and, at the fame Time, an Over- 
ture came over from his Embaflador in France, for a Sum of Money, 
which Overture was put into the Earl of Danby’s Hands to treat, as I 
fhall thew fully afterwards, his Lordfhip was impeached of High Trea- 


469 - 


Diverfe other 
great Dimi- 
nutions of the 
public Reve~ 
nue, 


fon, So great an Offence was it to get Money for the King, Then the . 
King had great Expences about: his. Buildings, fair Ladies, &c. which 


were not made a Subject of Parliamentary Reform, and yet, in Difcourfe 
abroad, it run fo high, that it was reported the Duchefs of Port/mouth 
fhould be impeached; and her Spy Fitzbarris brought her a Libel, in 
the Form of Articles, to fright her, as has been-touched elfewhere. But 
we find no where any Advice, given by the Houfes to. the King, to be a 
good Hufband, or fo much as faying that his Majefty’s Revenue.- was 


ample, and, with good Management, might fupply his ordinary Occafions . 


with Advantage. For nothing was fo dreadful and portentous, to fome 
Men, as the King’s living upon his own;. for fo, faid they, he would 
not need the Parliament, and we fhould have no more Parliaments. Po- 
pular Words! But the Truth was, that they regretted they might not 
have Advantage of his extreme Wants to make him comply, as they de- 
fired he thould; and they could not otherwife force him. The Grief 
truly. was, that the Revenue was fo ample, and, rather than by Advice 
obtain retrenching, fome Party Men would willingly have turned Pimps, 
or any Thing, to adminifter Occafion for greater Extravagances. But, 
about the fame Time, the King had achargeable War with Algiers. There 
was alfo a Rebellion in Virginia, that was a confiderable Charge to re- 
duce, Then he had his Niece’s Portion to pay to the P—— of O——, 
and, what is never to be mentioned without Honour to his Majefty and his 
Juftice, he made good a competent Intereft of the Banker’s Debt, which 
followed upon the Stop of the Exchequer, out of the hereditary Excife, 
All thefe Expences lay upon the Revenue, but, wo’s me, his Cafe was not 
fo bad as to furrender at Difcretion, he could live of his own. 

LXILL But now, to come up with the grand Stratagem, it was plainly 
found that this great Work, of corroding the Royal. Revenue, was not to 
be done by fimall Attempts. Difficulties did but encreafe Care and good: 
Management, which made all goad again, and that had a bad Tendency. 

- But 
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But a Way muft be found to ingulph the King in fome Project of prodi- 
gious Exhauftion, to let an Helluo loofe upon the Revenue, which fhould 
be too hard for all Retrenchment or good Managery, And the Dilemma lay 
here. If, under fuch Circumftances, his Majefty came to the Parliament 
for Supplies, he thould hear of Mifcarriages and Abufes, and fubfcribe a 
Chart-blanch before he obtained any ; and that was enough, they defired 
no more; or, if he differed with the Parliament, the Canker would eat 
him, unlefs he found undue Ways (as formerly by {topping the Exchequer) 
to raife Money; and that would loofe him from the Peesie’s Affections, 
create Fears and Jealoufies, nay utterly blaft him as an Invader of Property, 
and governing arbitrarily. Which of the two Ways of getting Money, as 
Matters ftood, was worft, I will not fay; but both were dangerous, and 
many believed neither could have paffed without his Ruin. This good Con- 
fequence, take it either Way, made fome, without Doors, violently abet 
the Clamor that was raifed for an aétual War with France. It was the 
very Method they had ufed, with infamous Succefs, againit King Charles I. 
For he was put upon the Palatinate War and aiding the Hugonots, and 
then Supplies were denied; whereby he was forced to ufe the Invention of 
his Lawyers to raife but very eafy Taxes, then called Ship-Money and Be- 
nevolences. Thefe Methods were termed and declared illegal, and brought 
on the War which was his Ruin; and the fame Card was going to be Trump 
in the factious Game againft King Charles I. It had been hard if the fame 


Trick had ruined both Father and Son in the Compafs of one Genera- 
tion. 


~ “‘Aual War 


é LXIV. How that Matter of a@ual War paffed, the public Tranfaétions 
Sn aa in Print (of which, for our Author’s Difcredit, fome Account hall be given) 
the King’s will fhew; as alfo what the King infifted on. His chief Care was of two 
cafe wan Things: 1. That the Dutch thould be engaged as well as himfelf, to the 
Harms defga- End he might not be caught in a forward Declaration of War, and then be 
ed him. left alone in it. 2. That, before he engaged, he might be fure of a Fund 

fettled as might enable him to carry on fuch a: War; which War he might 
eafily enter into, but not fo eafily get out of, and then, War continuing, 
and Supplies failing, he was undone. It muft be noted that all, or moft 
of, the Brigues, I am about to trace, happened pending the Treaty of Ni- 
meguen; much of which Time was Armiftice or Ceffation, when all the 
Parties, inftead of fighting, fellto intriguing. It was at the Beginning of 
this War that the French King fell upon Holland with fuch furprifing Suc- 
cefs againft their Towns (which gave Way like Dirt Pyes before his Army) 
that the Duéch were brought down almoft into Defpair. But a grand Al- 
liance, with the Emperor and Spain, brought down a ponderofe Atmy out 
of Germany, which made the French quit Holland to fecure their own Fron- 
tiers, and afterwards the French took Advantage and fell upon Flanders, 
and were near conquering it all. In the mean Time the King of England, 
wha was newly got out of an ill advifed War with the Dutch, and enjoyed 
pe Senet 
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a happy Neutrality, but, being a Mediator, and concerned alfo in Intereft 
to fave Flanders, was as zealous, and had been as aétive, to do it, as Spain 
*itfelf could defire, if he had been enabled by the Parliament to a@ with 
Vigor as the Cafe required. But there was fuch Unhappinefs in the whole 
Affair, as one fhall feldom know; for Spain itfelf, whole Work was to be 
done, would not aid their own Prefervation in Flanders, by trufting the 
King of England with a marine Town, that he might land his Forces, fuc- 
cour and recruit them with Eafe. And fo Matters ftood when the Rumor 
of actual War with France was fo loud and importunate in Exgland, 
LXV. As for the Dutch, and their labouring with all poffible Means to 
bring the King into this War, they are to be confidered as a cunning People, 
and who, of all the Nations of Europe, are thought moft to purfue the In- 
terefts of their State; and if, in that Chafe, they outwit their Neigh- 
bours, it is for their Commendation rather than Contumely. And if an 
others have Factions and Humors refiding amongft them, that blind their 
Eyes fo as they cannot difcern the public Good, or will not purfue it, and 
are duped by them, whofe Fault is it? And if they were bufy with Parties 


to trouble the Engii/b State, for their own Advantage, and the Parties were: 


fo alien to their own public Intereft, as to co-operate with them, not re- 
garding (or, contrarily perhaps, favouring) their Defigns upon England, it 
1s no moot Point, which Party is to wear the Fool’s Cap, or carry the En- 
figns of Knave, or Traitor to their Country. The Dutch had freth in Me- 
mory two great Shakes upon them, one by the Evglifh at Sea in the firft 


Dutch War, which well nigh overturned all their Naval Force ; and the: 


other at Land, by the French, when they came down as far as Amfterdam. 


But they emerged from both, and, in Confequence, mutt refle& that only: 


thofe two Potentates were able to hurt them much; and, for that Reafon, 


they ought to keep them both, if poffible, from being too ftrong, and po-- 


fitively, by all Ways they could find out, to weaken them. And how was 
that to be done fo effectually as by fetting them heartily together by the 
Ears, to worry one another, and to fpend the Forces on either Side,  F or, 
while thefe People contended at the Coft of each other, they themfelves, in 


the mean Time, were not only fafe, but might take Occafion, by ftepping: 


in, and abetting on one Side or the other, to hedge (as they call it) their 
own Stake. And I may not wholly acquit them of the vindicative, regard- 
ing the King and Duke of Yor’, which latter commanded at Sea, and 
pufhed heartily at their Fleet, and, but for a Treachery (touched before) 
had probably deftroyed it. But let that pafs at prefent, on Account of its 
being expected to come from another Hand. It fufficeth that, in this haling 
England into a War with France, they wrought upon tl® Scheme I have 
propofed; the rather becaufe it appears they have done conformly ever fince 
their Recovery, and thereby much encreaféd their Wealth and Greatne(s, as 
a long Series of Events, and the prefent Pofture of Affairs demonftrate. It 
was a fhrewd Slip of a Politician, Sir William Temple, who, writing Me- 
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moirs of the United Provinces, thewed the Reafons of their rifing, and con- 
cluded with fhewing the Reafons of their Fall before they were down, _ 

LXVI. But, to return to the Times of our Speculation, it feems the | 
Dutch ftood more in Fear of the French, than of the Englifh; for their 
Country lay open to the Infults of the former by Land, and an Army might 
make a Defcent and over-run them, as was done before, and the Lofs of a 
Battel might be the Lofs of their Country. This makes them fo careful of 
a Barrier to Landward. But the Exglifh might be fecured by Party Work 
at Home, and, in Cafe of a Rupture, the War mutt be at Sea, which they 
could manage with their own Force, without hanging upon Confederacies, 
and the Lofs of a Battel was not fo defperate but Money would repair it ; 
and, in the mean Time, their Head Quarters at Home were fafe. And there 
was another Crifis, of which they might reafonably be afraid. The P. 
of O was, with great Violence and Triumph, put into the Station of 
his Anceftors, being made Hereditary Stadtholder, which gave him the Com- 
mand of all their Forces; and then, entering upon Action, he Ropped ‘the 
French at Narden, pufhed the War in Flanders, and was -atterly ‘againit 
Peace, And, if he had been fuccefsful-and: popular at the Head of an 
Army fupported from England, and difpofed to fuch Rafhnefs as many am- 
bitious young Men are, he might have fet up for himfelf, to the Hazzard 
of their Republic. Here are Reafons enough for the Dufch to refolve upon 
Peace and (without formalifing much upon Terms) fuch as would then be 
obtained. They defired to breathe and look about them, in order to fome 
other Defigns in Petto (I doubt me) refpecting Exgland, So: far were they. 
from entering into a new Alliance with England, to renew the War with 
that Fury as the Englih talked of. .And.it was-reathy' 4:Yarnity (2sF the 
Englifh to expea, after fuch Difcoveries as thewed the Ditch ‘refolved. up- 
on Peace, that they fhould enter, into fuch a War as was ftyled not only 
for the faving of Flanders, but for the Liberty of Exrope, as it was foolifhly 
canted, and.reducing France to the State of the Pyrenean Treaty, and (as 
we hectored here) not to make Peace till then. Under this Difpofition in 
England, which looked more like Wild-fire than warlike Heat, the Dutch 
took all poffible Care not to give the leaft Offence at the French Cotrt, 
that there might be no Umbrage there for any Quarrel. But, looking 
towards England, their Zeal lay altogether for War. They had no other 
Means to find Work for the French but a War with England, but ever 
holding a duen Retiro for themfelves. Upon this Subject they wrought with 
all their Force and Policy, They made the moft of their Stadtholder, and 
his Influence that Way, who came over here to co-operate with the Country 
Party, as it was called, and fet all Engines to work for precipitating the 
King into the midft of a defperate War; and fo their High and Mighty- 
neffes, like Peter the Hermit, founded a March to England, and a Retreat 
to themfelves, 
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LXVII, Now, in England, the Game playéd for the Defign of the The xing 
- Dutch, as well as they could with ; becaufe the Faétion, for Reafons alto- ‘ifts, aa 
gether of another Nature, laboured with all thé Violence imaginable to fo live Hlan- 
thruft the King, anprepared and unaided as he was, into this War. And #1, which 
the Cafe was hard upon the-King; for, what with the Inftances of Spain, salar the 
the P——- of O——’s Importosity,. and a ftrong Party at Home, all tend- Peace. 
ing to. make him engage,- he had enough to do to thift telerably amongft 

them. But, as his Majefty faw plainly what his Enemies at home defired 

(and thofe are the faithfulleit Counfellors) fo alfo he had: a clear Under- 

ftanding of the States Determination to make Peace. It was needful for 

him to move very cauteloufly ; for his All was at Stake, and under great 
Hazzard upon this Caft. As for Flanders, he was as earneft to keep it out 

of the French Hands as the beft of them. And he had no fooner a fmall 

Supply for that End, but he difpatched hie Army over, and his Forces acted 

hoftilely under the P of O at Mons. At which very Time, .as 

every Body faid, the Dutch had-actually figned the Peace ; but, it being not 
promulgated, the Generals fought with the Peace in their Pockets, It was 

{ure enough that the P of O—— made that Attack fo cruelly for the 

poor Soldiers, that the King might, by fighting the French, be engaged in 

the War paft Retreat, and then take what fhould follow. But it fell out 

better for the King. for, in Fence, the Battel was pafled: on Account of 
Braveur, and to.make a little {porting sfor..the- Meh of War, ‘which ofnally 

happens upon the winding up of: a Peace; and it was not underftood as a 
Declaration of War. And there might be fome Connivance in that Point 

(for it had been War if the French had been-pleafed to have had it fo) and, 
probably, for the Sake of the King of England, whofe Circumftances were no 

Secrets in the French Court; and there is fometimes Friendthip between 

Kings, though never between States, The Event was of vatt Confequence 

to our King ; becaufe the Faction, prefuming it muft be War, and that the 

King was faft, launched forth bare-faced in Demands, which made it plain 

what the King was to truft to, as will in due Place appear, 

LXVIII. But, in the mean Time, to demonftrate that this, which I The p— of 
have unfolded, was the Plan of the Dutch Policy, and that the King was 0 omes 
very upright and fincere in his Care of his People as. well'as of himfelf, I tours to en. 
will fubjoin, the reft.of a fhort Memorial touching a Conference. between Bage the King 
King Charles IL. and the P of O—~-, whereof the Beginning is to be ™ 024 
found in the firft Part, Fol, 153. It goes on « * Now the Pretence (of 
« the P of O——’s Vifit in England) in public, was to defire the 
« King to declare War againft France, and then Spain, Holland, and Ger- 

‘© many, would be fure to come in, and the King would not be at any 
« conliderable Charge; two Thoufand Men and a few Ships would be 
« fufficient, and that he might eafily defray out of his own Revenue, 
«© The King afked how he could be fure, that, if he begun the War, the 
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“ States would come into it? The P faid he was very confident of it, 
“and he would perfuade them fo as they fhould not refufe. The King 
“ faid, if the States would begin the War, he would come in, and the 
“ would be obliged not to leave him; but for him to enter firft, with fo 
 fmalla Force, was irrational. And, if the P. of O could per- 
‘« fuade them to come into the War, he might perfuade them to begin, be- 
“* ing in more immediate Danger: However he would give his Embaffa- 
“© dor in France Order that he fhould join with the Dutch Embaffador in 
“ any Kind of Overtures to the French King. The next News hereupon 
“‘ was that the States had ordered their Embaffador to take Care by all 
«« Means not to give any Provocation to France to occafion a War. By this 
“I perceived how forward the P——. was to engage the King in a War, 
“ and to defire him to rely upon his Advice ; and likewife how miftaken in 
“« his Meafures; and what Reafon the King had to take Care before he was 
“* engaged, and how far from having any Intrigue with France that was 
* prejudicial, and how groundlefs the Obloquy of the People was.” 

LXIX. This is a very important Memoir, and, as a Mirror of the 
Time, I fhall have often Occafion to regard it. The Remembrancer was 
one of thofe Courtiers who thought the P——. only miftaken when he made 
fo light of the Charge of the War. The P—— had too much Honour to 
fay that the Parliament would provide as was fit, becaufe he knew the con- 
trary, and alfo that the King muft know the fame.. Therefore nothing at 
all was to be alledged on that Head. The Perfons, he converfed with, made 
no Secrets to him of their Reafons to prefs for a€tual War. And I obferve 
the Dutch were in the right to move by the P—— upon the Strength of his 
Intereft and Credit, and not by their own Embaffador ; for there was a direct 
Anfwer to them, Begin firf, Pil follow. Their Stadtholder might undertake 
any Thing for them, and, if that had the good Efe to draw in the 
King, they would have drawn back, faying, the P. bad no Authority 
Srom the States; he faid what he thought, and you trufted bim, but that doth 
not oblige us, And that, which happened, made good this Confequence ; 
for he could not prevail to hinder their making Peate, how then could he 
have prevailed with them to make War? But, if it-had happened fo un- 
luckily that the King of France had taken the Aétion at Mons for a Rup- 
ture, and there had enfued a War, as, on this-Side of the Water, was really 
expected, then the Dutch had aéted the volant, anid done enough, on the one 
Side or the other, to have kept the Fire alive, and taken to themfelves the 
Naval Import and Export Trade of all Europe ; and the two Crowns, ftriving 
to deftroy cach other’s Naval Force, would perpetually court them, who would 
fee their Advantage by joining with either, In the mean Time, our King 
had been put to Sea in an unprovided Veffel, with a Gale from the Parlia— 
ment perhaps more like a Storm than a fair Wind; and then who could fay 
when, or where, he might have found a fafe Harbour ? 
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LXX, Now foreign Affairs avant, and make Room for the domettic. We 
chad a great and almoft univerfal Cry for War; at leaft it feemed fo, becaufe 
the pragmatical People, that make moft Noife while honefter Men are 
quiet, talked loud for it, And it may not be amifs to remember how this 
came about, and what Sort of People efpoufed the Caufe of aétual War 
with France, I might fay, ina Word, the Faction, and others influenced 
by them ; but it is clearer to note the various Species under that Genus Po- 
liticum. Firft, thofe, who bawled out for the Bill of Exclufion, to a Man, 
who alfo, in Confequence of that, if it had been carried through, thought 
to have wrefted from the King the Militia, @c. Next the Band of Repub- 
licans that hoped, by Means of War, to confound the Monarchy; and let 
them alone for the Neat, The Certainty of Mifcarriages, or ilf Succeffes 
(which had been termed Abufes) had filled their Mouths, Projectors of all 
Sorts, that wait to fith when the Waters are troubled : Money mutt be 
ftirring, and not to catch a good Share, had, with them, been accounted 
Want of Wit. The Scots, never Gainers by Peace, might have found a 
Price for the Commodity they trade in, Cattle of two as well as of four 
Legs. The Fanatics hoped to get rid of the Bifhops, that muft of Courfe 
fall with the Power of the Crown. The Duke of Monmouth, with his 
Party of Perdidos, had a:Game to play, which would not thew in quiet 
Times, The P—— of O—— hed his Views, as-are moft notorious ; and, 
laying together the Aims of his Friends on either Side of the Water, his 
Game was double, to ferve the States and himélf. ‘And we are not to 
omit a Parcel of Fools and Mifcreants of no Principles, or bad ones with- 
out any Mixture of good, who make Mifchief for Sport, and, by a na- 
tural Tendency, all Things elfe being to them indifferent, always fall 
on the ill-natured Side; and, if any way interefted, it is in a low Calling, 
like thofe that gather about Fires to run away with fomething. To thefe 
may be added not a few of honeft Intentions, who, like blind Fowl, fol- 
low the reft by their Noife, and are very ferioufly of Opinion as they hear 
moft People fay or determine. When all thefe, like a Combination of Drums 
at a Diftance, made a perpetual and unaccountable Din for War, it is not 
to be wondered at, if, about this Time, all the Phenomena of the State 
were moft bizzarr and prepofterous, not to fay furious and unaccountable 3 
whereof the Manner may enter readily into the Imagination, upon a little 
reflecting back upon what hath been fhewed of Plots, Sham-Plots, and 
Sactious Impetuofities, in the former Parts of this Work, 

LXXI. But, to do Right to the fubject Matter, we muft not leave that of 
actual War under a Charaéter, as if nothing were to be faid for it. For 
there was great Reafon to be armed, and effectually to enter, for obtaining 
a Stop of the French Conquefts, and the Ends of the triple League, which 
was the faving Flanders. And there was no Reafon to ftand ftill, while the 
Kingdom of France went on gaining againft the Empire, and eating up 
the Spamjh Low-Countries ; after which Annexations to France, it would 
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~ be difficult for the Dutch, Englifb, or any Nation to refift them: All this, 


A Time of 
Diffidence not 
fit for War; 
and the Allies 
all made fepa- 
sate Peaces. 


The Cafe of 
War witha 
potent Neigh- 
bour requires 
to be well pro- 
vided and fup- 
parted, 


in abftraéto, is moft rational ; and it is clear the King was of the fame Opi- 
nion, as all his Negotiations at home and abroad, when fairly looked intd, 
will demonftrate, But then all Things muft confift, and be of a Piece. 
Armies muft not go to fight the Enemy, when, on the ohe Side, half is 
drawn up toattack the other half. It is neceffary, in order to War, that 
the Purfe be as willing as the Sword, and both to concur with the fame 
Zeal; and not the Purfe fay to the Sword do you go and fight, and I will at- 
tend you when, and fo far as, I think fit, and not otherwife. This Figure 
means that the whole People, as well as the Crown, muft be prepared to 
endure the vaft Expences, Loffes, Mifcarriages, and Difappointments, that 
always attend on War, or, in a Word, be in earneft; and then whatever 
happens, and however ruinous, if it fhould fo prove, they muft be in a 
Difpofition to perfevere to Extremity ; and not, as the Cafe then was, to 
reluct at the very Mention of Taxes, and feem more ready to fall out among 
themfelves, than with the Enemy. It is the Spirit of Zeal and Perfeverance 
that will afford the Price of War: Such as we have feen in latter Days, 
when, by a willing People, more Lofs and Calamity hath been endured in 
War, than any phantaftic Dream of one in a Fever could have reprefented 
as poflible ; of which little was forethought, but, in the Proceeding, Per- 
tinacity made all good, and carried the Point. I need not, in a Matter fo 
recent, fay what Abufes have been fwallowed or connived. at; the Shadow 
of which, in King Charles the Second’s Time, had retunded all his Force. 
Such Difference was in the Times between his and thefe latter: Which no- 
thing can reconcile but the Confideration that, in the latter, the War was 
thought abfolutely neceffary, and all the Paffions of the People feconded ; 
but, before, it was but a politic Machine of a Faétion for Purpofes, as hath 
been declared, 

LXXU. It was very vifible that, generally, the Allies had the fame No- 
tion; for, although the War was pretended to ferve and fecure them, yet 
every one, in the midft of our hectoring, by feparate Treaties, made the beft 
of their Way out of it. And, for their Parts, the Engli/b, who were, or 
feemed fo warm, might, if they pleafed, have it all to themfelves. They. 
would-‘rob-them of the*Joys of the War as little as they could, but yet, if any 
Good came of*it, they were ready to fhare the Benefit. It muft be allowed 
not very aufpicious (though moft notorious) that, at the Entrance of a Na- 
tional War, where mutual Confidence between the King and his People, 
efpecially the Reprefentatives in Parliament, ought to have been greateft, it 
was {fo far otherwife, that fcarce any of the King’s Meffages, Words, or 
AGtions, could pafs without great Mifconftructions and Offence, 

LXXII. Thefe Circumftances vary the Cafe of War ftrangely, and, con- 
fiftent with the King’s conftant Readinefs to agree with his Parliament, Rea- 
fon itfelf juftifies him for the having a Referve, and moving with Caution. 
In which Proceeding, he acted as a true Father of his Country ; for he kept 

-» bot 


Car. VIL EXAMEN. / 477. 


both -himfelf. and them out of inextricable Evils, which he forefaw, but 
they did not; and, if the People fhould not have Good done them, tili 
“they underftand and accept it fairly, it muft be dated ad Grecas Calendas, 
When the Parliamentary Inftances of Alliances run high, fuppofed to be 
made with the Emperor and the Princes of Germany, the King, who knew. 
their Poverty, was heard to fay, viz. The Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com- 
_ mons would have me league with the German Princes, but they do not know 
what an immenfe Charge I fhould bring upon them if I did. And, if the 
Earl of Danby, after thofe Experiences that gave him the Advantage of be- 
ing ftyled Duke of Leeds, was in the Right, Kings are Prophets as well as 
Kings. But, to conclude thefe Reflections, which will be made good by 
Matters of Fact at home, I cannot but remember a Cafe in Plutarch that. 
much refembles this of the King’s ftanding off from entering into actual War. 
with France. It is in the Life of Phocton, who was, I think, the beft Man. 
Heathen Antiquity has to boaft of. After his great Adtions in War, and 
Counfels in Peace for his Country the Athenian State; a powerful Neigh- 
bour, King Philip of Macedon, preffed hard to ruin the State of Athens, 
and could find no better Means than in bribing their Orators to counfel them 
to make War upon him; which, if they did, he had a fair Handle to 
invade them, which otherwife he had not, without lofing his Grecian Al. 
lies by an unjuft War, that would thew as if he aimed at the Tyranny of 
Greece. In Confequence of this, the Orators generally inflamed the People 
againft Pdilip, ufing the popular Suggeftions (as were now current here 
againft France) for Arguments to enter into an a@tual War with him, On 
the other Side, Phocion refitted them, and, with his Authority, for a long 
Time, kept the People from the Ruin of that War; and thereby drew upon. 
himéelf all the ill Ufage, from that Faétion, as they could procure to fall upon. 
him, even Death itfelf. And once he was afked in public, When be would be: 
for War againft King Philip? he anfwered, When I find your Orators honeft. 
And fo Matters ftood in Arhens till the corrupt Orators prevailed upow the 
People, with true Republican Gratitude, to kill Phocion; and then the 
War followed, and, foon after, they were all conquered and enflaved: Up- 
on which, when it was too late, they remembered Phocion. It is a ftrange 
Reafon for War, that a Neighbour is too ftrong, but more ftrange, when 
the weaker is divided-into Parties, whereof one was to act and the other 
to fupply, and the latter was fure to fail the other. If War had been moft 
reafonable with mutual Agreement, without it, the Reafon lies wholly on 
the other Side, This is what, in the General, I have thought fit to alledge 
in Oppofition to the unreafonable Clamor againft. King Charles II, for not 
entering into actual War againft France at that Time, and which this 
Author afcribes to a direét Bargain and Sale of himfelf and Nation. The. 
Particularities of the Affair will be elucidated in what. follows.. 
LXXIV. It begins to be Time to look into our Author, to fee if we can The Authors: 
difcover any Ingenuity in his Working up this great Difappointment to the general Ca- 
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Fadtion, of the King’s keeping himfelf out of this War in the Man- 
ner he did. And we find that, as in other Inftances of his Falfities o£ 
great Confequence, fo here, beginning to mount a gteat Way off, he 
gathers up to his Point, of turning the whole into Defamation, by arti- 
ficial Steps and Degrees. He is an Artift at Difpofition and Climaétery, 
for the fetting off his Pofitions, Therefore 1 mutt give Warning, as Ihave 
done on like Occafions before, that we muft have Patience till his ‘Wrap- 
Pers are removed, before we can come to the Quick, And now, as to 
this Bufinefs of the War, his Thema, to be maintained, is that the Kin 
could not break with the King of France, becaufe he had fold him(elf to 
him for Money, and, into the Bargain, the French were to affift the Kin 
to introduce Popery, fet up arbitrary Government, and to abolith Parlia- 
ments in England. And, if, upon Scrutiny of his choice Paflages, relating 
to this Matter, lefs can be made of them than I have here predicated, I 
will beg his Pardon as for a Wrong done. ° 

LXXV. He begins, as I faid, early, and, as far back as 1661, Prepares us 
with fhewing by what Means ftrange new Alliances and Intrigues with France 
were entertained, giving very furprifing Advantages to France and Popery. 
He goes no farther at firft, but trufts us to conftrue his Alliances and Inq 
trigues; (which laft Word he is fond of, becaufe it ferves inftead of Mat- 
ter of Fact, and is commonly taken in a villainous Senfe.) And he hath 
made fure of the Queen Mother, Henrietta-Maria, for a ftanding Solici- 
trix in the Caufe ; for which good Service he celebrates her Obfequies, that 
her Name might not reft free from his Malice after Death, And, what his 
Friends wanted to inflict on her Perfon, if they could have caught it, he 
endeavours to infli& upon her Memory. For, after giving an Account of 
her Death, and the Ceremonial of her Foneral (he is mightily inclined, 
on all Occafions, to enlarge in Formularies that are nothing to the Purpofe 
of Hiftory) he adds, She was no more popular in the Reign of ber Son, than 
She had been in that of her Royal Hufband, and bad the common Imputation 
of bringing no lef: Mifebiefs on the one Reign, than fhe had Miferies on the 
other, Othe Jargon of Ms! Mifchiefs and Miferies ! If 1 would ftay to 
comment on fuch woful Trumpery, there would be no End. Here is the 
Sum of the leud Libels, in both Reigns, concerning her Majefty. One 
would have thought the public Aéts at the Reftauration, as well as common 
Ingenuity, had purged all Men’s Intelleéts of the former 3 whereby thofe 
Mifcbiefs and Miferies ftand charged on a falfe and wicked Generation, 
vindicating the matchlefs King, and, confequently his Queen ; concerning 
whom it is never to be forgot, that the Rebels, by one of their Null- 
Ads, attainted her (that was a Wife) of High Treafon, for adhering to 
her Hufband. Who would expeét the rebellious Spirit, of that Time, thould 
{peak fo concifely in one of our Hiftories? 


LXXVI. But 
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LXXVI. But this Royal Lady did not! live to bring the great Work to His odofuted 
~Rerfe&tion. She was no fooner gone in 1669, but Madam d’Or/eans, the ExPreflions 


with no 


King’s Sifter, came over upon a Vifit to her Brother at Dover, and dropp’d Senfe, to thew 
the beantiful Mademoifelle Carwell, afterwards Duchefs of Portfinouth, the King had 


This, fays the Author, was, in Appearance, a 
ber Brothets, in Defign, a Mefjage from the 


Pree ‘ fold himfelf 
Vifit of Love and Refpet# to tran” 


French Court to break thé page 278. 


_ triple League, and to draw on the King of England to afift France againft 


the Dutch, Here was, not only a Meflage by 


Word of Mouth from the 


King of France, by a great Princefs fent on that Errand, but an Embat- 
fatrix refident to purfue the Point of raifing the Grandeur of France. The 
Author knew it to be certainly fo, for his Oracle, the Author of the Libel 
ftyled the Growth of Popery, from whom he drains thefe Paffages, affirms 
it, ipfe dixit, But then, going on in his Book, we find in the Margin, Page 279. 


nearer Alliance with France; and againft it, 


in the Column} thus: The 


King, by bis Siffer’s Importunity, and other Solicitations, was now unhap- 
pily difpofed to a nearer Alliance and Correfpondence with the French 
King, who had feconded the Motions, Suppofed to be whifpered from the 


Duchefs of Orleans, by bis Embaffador Colbert, 





by this Intrigue of 


new Friendfhip, Here the Duchefs of Orleans was firft‘a mere Meffenger, 
then the was importunate as a Solicitrix, which, in a Woman, favours of 


Scolding, at leaft Importanity would be loud ; 


but then at laft, the did only 


whifper, that isigave the King a kind Hint in the Ear. It were endlefs to 


take Notice of fuch Wording as here is; wh: 


at isa Nearer Alliance, but 


marrying nearer Relations? What are the other Solicitations, Correfpon- 
dence, Motions, Intrigues, and new Friendfbips?. What a lucid hiftorical 


Style is this? Who doth not, by reading here, 


plainly fee thorough all the 


Items of the French Overtures by Colbert? But that were a Jeft indeed; the 
Author doth not intend you fhould fee, or argue, any Thing from Faét or 


Réafoning, but only out of pure Imagination ; 


which, he hopes, will take 


all Colours of Evil, and none of Good; Obferve, we are got a little be- 


yond raifing the Grandeur of France, now it 
muft be upon fome defperate Defign, becaufe 


is a nearer Alliance; and it 
it bears the Title of an Jn- 


trigue built upon a new Friend/bip.’ When a flanderous Lye is chewing 
between the Teeth, fome Froth, about the Chaps, will difcover it. What 
elfe fignifies this Synonymy of Indefinites, Words without a Scruple of 
flated Fad, or plain Authority (not Libel) to warrant them? In thort, 
he depends on the Fertility of the Readerfhip’s cankerd Difpofition, after 
the Pattern of his own, to affix this Senfe to them, viz. That the Kings of 
England and France were combined in @ Project, with their joint Forces, 
to fet up Popery and arbitrary Power in England, after the Model of 


France. 


LXXVIL I have noted more than once, and mutt obferve again, that The French 


League a grofs 


Libellers find it not the beft Way to lye direétly; that is uncivil, and will sje Sous 
not take with Perfons of polite Education, who will fay it is {currilous and falfe Sugge- 
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’ feandalous. ‘Therefore the Way, ‘with them, is to nod, wink, and whifper 
meme Alliances, Intrigues, &c. and then the tame Things will buf 
for the Lye among the Chimera’s of their own Brain, which carries 4 
much better Grace. I remember well, that, during the latter Years of this 
King’s Reign, and much more in that of his immediate Succeffor, this very: 
Alliance was toffed upon the fatious People’s Tongues; and made the com- 
mon Difcourfe of Coffee-Houfes and promifcuous Companies, by the Name 
of the French League: And, being fuppofed to have been a Secret, it was 
kept fo, (the fitteft Character of a Non-Entity) and like to continue a Se- 
cret; for no one had the Curiofity to enquire after the Articles, and the 
Voucher of them. But this confufed Image kept Poffeflion of People’s 
Brains, who would believe that fomewhat was leagued with France, very 
prejudicial to the Engli/h Nation; till (fince the Revolution) the noble 
Earl of Sumlerland, both in Difcourfe, and in Print, was pleated to acquit, 
even King Yames, of all fuch fuppofed bad Dealings with France, although 
his Majefty might have faved himfelf that Way. And farther, that, when, 
in his utmoft Neceility, the Affiftance of French Forces were ‘offered him, 
he refufedthem, AndI have heard Sir Yohbn Bader affirm the fame Thin 
more exprefly, and that he carried the Overtures from the French Embaf- 
fador to the King, and that he carried back the King’s Denial to accept of 
them. And, if this doth not effectually purge the Reign of King Charles IE. 
of all fuch fuppofed Leagues, by the Argument @ minori, let the Correfpon- 
dences of the Embaffador Mountagu, and the Memoirs-of. the Duke of 
Leeds do it; which latter is moft demonftrative. And nothing could be in- 
finuated more falfe in Fat, than that either of thofe Kings, while pofleffed 
of the Throne, intended, fo far from ftipulated, to ufe any’Foreign Forces 
againft their own Subjects, as this Author, foxed with the Dregs of Faction, 
labours to make Pofterity believe. 
The Meansof LXXVIII. But he is true to the Principles of his Art; for after all this 
compafing Pain to raife Phantafms of Scandal out of the Reader’s (depraved) Imagina- 
wie kite tion, yet, not trufting the Matter to that Operation, left it fhould fail, 
for Moneys and to affift the weaker Heads, he gives out the falfe Calumny in Words 
ee iat at Length, and not in Figures: For, coming to fum up his No-Evidence, 
allpaidin he brings all his corrupt Invention to bear in one incomparable Paragraph. 
Fa by He begins thus; IM Coun/ellers, Ladies, and Relations, drew away the 
Pare 224,  KiMS, t0 promote the Grandeur of France, and the Advance of Popery; 
waht and, to incite the Court to thefe fatal Meafures, great Sums of Money were 
Jent over to buy in the Englith Minifters, and their Mafter himfelf. A 
noble Character of a King led away (itis a Pity he had not a Guardian af- 
figned him) to promote the Grandeur of France, which is to be explained 
afterwards, and to advance a gay Thing called Popery, which he had a great 
Fancy to play with! But fure he was not fo much a Child, fince he knew 
the Ufe of Money fo well, as to fell himfelf for fome of it; but it feems 
his Playfellows, the Courtiers, hada good Share with him; for all were to 
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Counfellors had got the Leading-Strings and direéted his Goings towards © 


france; and then no, not fo, for he fold himéelf for Monies numbered. The 
Author fays (not returned, as the Way is, but) fent over for thisPurchafe. I 
remember that, about this Time, when in Sadnefs the French Piftoles were 
very rife, and paffed current in Payment almoft as frequent as Guineys ; this 
made Abundance of People fay, Ay, it is plain the French Money fies 
* about, meaning in Bribes to the Courtiers, But the Merchants ufed to {mile at 

fuch Inferences, for they knew the Occafion to be the French King’s debafing 
the Piftoles, which made them be worth more in Silver and Merchandife 
here than in France; and.then the Merchants tumbled them in for the Gain 
by the Intrinfic. So apt are Men to mifconftrue Accidents, of which the 
efficient Caufes are not feen. 

LXXIX, I thall not differ, but agree with the Author in fome Things; 
as when the King entered into the fecond Dutch War, favoured Presbyte- 
rians with Indulgence, ftopped the Exchequer, €c. he was led away by evil 
Counfellors; but we muft infift, as hath been alledged before, that fuch 
treacherous ill Counfels were built upon faétious Schemes, defigned, partly, 
to deftroy the King. But, when the King was led away (as the Author 
words it) towards Peace, it was a good Office of Relations, and kind La- 
dies, and faithful Advice of his Counfellors, His retiring himfelf from 
War to Peace is like the Mortification of the Moufe that was -weary of 
Bufinefs and retired, and, being afked whither, anfwered into a Parmefan 
Cheefe. Another Thing I freely grant, which is, that Embaffadors, the 
French not excepted, are ufually trufted to place Sums of Money in Princes 
Courts where they refide, as they think may procure Intelligence, or Af- 
fiftance in their Bufinef&. And thofe from England to other Courts, do the 
fame ; and, commonly, the Takers are the Cheats, who, either out of di- 
rect Fraud, Ignorance, or Inability, whatever they pretend, feldom deferve 
their Pay. I will grant alfo, that, in Confederacies of War, pufhed by 
fome one or more who defire the Conjunétion of other States 
will contribute annually to the Charge of the Allies, or hire Ships or Land 
Forces for Expeditions, and pay largely for them, as they can agree. And 
that it is poffible that, when the King was betrayed, by a dornaliic Fa@tion 
in his Council, to enter moft unadvifedly into the fecond Dutch War, in 
Conjunction with France, there might be an annual Payment made by 
France to the King, with Refpeé to the Charges of his Fleet, and other- 
wile relating to the War: Of which there is fome Hint, in the Letters 
publifhed by the Duke of Leeds, to be taken Notice of afterwards; but 
this, whatever it was, ceafed when the Englife made Peace, and turned 
Mediators. And as for the Sum of Money, whereof the Treaty (that came 
to nothing) was difcovered by Mr, Mountagu in Parliament, it was diverfe 
Years after, and fhall have a particular Account given of it afterwards, But 
what Warrant is all this for any one to affirm that the King made a ge- 
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neral Sale of himfelf for the Purpofes the Author here, out of. Marvel's 
Libel, hath tran{cribed ; that is, to promote the Grandeur of France, and 
to introduce Popery? But we fhall have worfe afterwards, though felling 
himfelf and his Religion is a very great Deal. Any one that accules, ought ° 


.to fay of what Fact in particular, that it may be diftinguithed, and fo 


capable of being proved. For the Conclufion or Character, whether good 
or bad, that flows from fuch Tracts, whatever the Writer declares, the 
Reader can judge. And it may be either fet down fo, or let alone, it is 
all one to the Hiftory; but to write Conclufions or CharaGers, without 
diftinét Facts to fuftain them, is no better than intemperate vicious Railing 
and Scolding, and is the true Method and Style of Libel. 

LXXX. But let us look out fharp, to fee if we can find out any exprefs 
Terms of this Bargain, What follows looks that Way, viz. The Plot of 
France was no lefs than to diffolve the triple League, to make a War between 
England and Holland, to procure Liberty or Relaxation of the Laws to the 
Roman Catholics, and to keep the Parliament from fitting, Would not 
any one conclude that thefe were the Articles of the Treaty which the 
King of France bought and paid for? That he had a lumping Pennyworth 
is plain, as alfo that the King of England performed, on his Part, honeftly ; 
for the Author adds, And all thefe Things were fatally accomplifhed. But 
ftill we want our Matter of Faét of this Money Treaty, It is no Matter 
what the French plotted, nor what in England happened. Things may, 
for what we know (like good Wits) without any Connection, jump. Thefe 
Fatalities (we have the lamentable Word Fata! twice upon this Occafion 
might happen, and yet the Author affirm falfly that the King fold himfelf 
to the French, But here is the Force of his Libel ; the King of England, 
as he fays, had Money (though that is not faid with any Authority) the 
King of France would have Things done, and they, through Fatality, hap- 
pened, ergo the Moncy was given for them; and ergo the King of Eng- 
land took the Money for the fame. This is Logic in a Compleat Hiftory. 

LXXXI. I muft confefs, I do not remember, even in the worft of Libels 
of that Time, the very Growth of Popery itfelf, out of which the Author 
is fo much inftruéted, fuch Strains of Difingenuity, and put together with 
more Offence to Truth, than thefe Sentences here are. It is comical to 
obferve how prettily this Plot of France founds, and how cleverly it is in- 
troduced. ‘There was the Popith Plot, that was Oates’s; then the Arbitrary 
Power Plot, that was the Perfecution of the Rye Sparks. Now here is 
the French Plot, though, as to Order of Time, that fhould have come 
firft; and, as to Matter of Fact, the Author gives us juft as much as he 
did of Oates’s. Thus, all the Topics of Faction are plotted, viz. Popery, 
Arbitrary Power, and France. So {pecious and charming is the Word Plot. 
Now he doth not, and indeed dare not fay, becaufe he knows that every 
one knows it to be falfe, that the King of England, corrupted by Money, 
granted and performed all thefe Articles to the King of France. But it 

: if : was 
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was the French Plot, and the Things fell'out accordingly ; what think ye, 
_ Gentlemen? Was not that the Bargain? Who doth not fee through fuch . ‘ 
Tinfel; and that in Effect, and as to the gratifying a Party of. depraved 
~ Readers inclined, like himfelf, to difhonour the King, or weakly to be 
caught with falfe Shews, he affirms the Scandal as ftrong, or more taking, 
perhaps, than if he had told the Lye in Terms? He comes up to the Mat- 
_ter by Degrees; firft, we are held in Hand with dark Indefinites, as In- 
rigues, Alliances, new Friendfhips, Money fent over: Then comes what 
‘the French would have, and had. Were the Matter, at the Bottom, really 
true, as it is really falfe, yet the Relation, in this Manner, muft turn a 
fair Reader’s Stomach fo much, as fhall make him conclude it falfe, becaufe 
it fhews the very Genius of Libel; and, by fomewhat more that I have 
to produce, I think, I fhall make it appear one of the firft Magnitude. 

LXXXII. And firft, as to demanding Liberty for the RomamCatholics in Of the pwrti- 
England, 1 do not find that this King of France ever demanded any Re- oes 
laxation of that Kind, as was formerly done upon the French and Spanifh Plot, efpecial- 
Matches, though not accorded to, then, beyond the Families. 1 fay it i poneing 
doth not appear the King of France concerned himfelf in that Affair; and Lewes 
it is moft likely he did not, becaufe he muft know, that, by the Conftitu- 
tion of England, it could not be done ; and then he expofed himfelf to the 
like Demand of himfelf for the Hugonots, againft whom he was difpofed 
to be more fevere than: our Government has been -againit the Catholics. 

And, for the Plot about the Englifb Parliament, as if he ftood in Fear of 
that, or indeed concerned himfelf in the Matter, and affirmed without any 
Manner of Proof, it is faétious and fenfelefs; which is all the Anfwer it 
either admits or deferves. But, as to the triple League, there is more. to 
be faid. That was very popular after it was broken, but not before; for, 
how good foever it was, the King had no Thanks for it, and no Notice was 
taken of it to his Advantage. But, notwithftanding his Majefty was pre- 
vailed upon to enter into the fecond Dutch War, he had then a Referve of the 
triple League, as to the real Effect of it, which was the faving Flanders from 
the French ; and he mentions it accordingly in his Declaration of the War; 
and the King, to the utmoft of his Ability, made it good to the laft. The 
Swedes, that were one of the three Parties, were fatisfied; for which the 
Author is defperately angry, and {pits at Secretary Coventry, who was Em- 
baffador to Sweden on that Occafion ; and he brings in one of his Hackney 
Libellers to reflect on Account of his Places: Though it muft be faid, for 
the Honour of that Gentleman, that he was known to be of fo ftrict Ve- 
racity, that, in the Height of his Preferment at Court, he managed the 
King’s Bufinefs in the Houfe of Commons, for many Years, with entirc 
Credit ; and the Houfe always believed, whatever he faid, there, to be true 
as he fpoke it. I am not well verfed in the Ragion di ffato; but it feems 
that, if there be a League offenfive and defenfive between three States, for 
a particular Purpofe, if Caufe of War be emergent between two of them. 
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extra to the Defign of the Treaty, that War may be purfued, and not be 
accounted a Breach of fuch League. So that our unpopular Breach of 
that League, as it was taken to be, might not be fo bad, as after a whole 
Faétion had taken it in their Mouths to bellow out againit, as the moft {can-~ 
dalous Aétion that the Sun ever faw, and contrary to the whole Code of the 
Jus Gentium. The worft of it, in my Opinion, was, that, whatever the 
Cafe was abroad, it was a moft pernicious Step made by the King with 
Refpect to his own Affairs at Home; and, as I have more than once faid, 
muft needs be a Refult of treacherous Counfel about him, But, I doubt, 
as to this Dance of the Hay between the three Nations, Englifh, French, 
and Dutch, about that Time, much will lie hid in the Dark, and not be 
brought to Light in Hafte. I will contribute what I may towards it, by: 
adding a fhort Memoir of the fame Hand. 

LXXXIII. «« —— I was told by a Perfon, that it is certain fome Trifh: 
“ Papifts made Overtures to the King of France to invade Ireland in the 
“© firft French and Dutch Wars about 1665, and were refufed; and that, 

upon his Majefty’s happy Reftauration, the French and Dutch courted. 
the King to have Treaties, but the Earl of Clarendon did fo formalife 
and delay, that the French made a Treaty with the Dutch; which had 
never been, if we had ftruck in with the French. But afterwards, the 
Parliament preffed for a War with the Dutch, and this drew on the 
* French to take their Parts; and, when the King was engaged, and the 
“ War grew very chargeable, they thought much of Su plies, and ‘a few: 
“« averfe Members delayed them, fo that they came too ie, which pro- 
“« duced Complaints of Mifcarriages. But the King of France was {o 
“ friendly, that he fent Word, nay Writing, to the Dutch, that, if any. 
“« reafonable Terms might be offered, he would either procure them to 
“© make Peace, or join againft them, for no Treaty obliged againft Reafon, 
“* and that his Fleet fhould not aé& in the mean Time; and accordingly, 
** when the Dutch had the Advantage to difgrace us at Chatham, Courtin 
told the States, that if they would not prefently make Peace, France 
*¢ would forthwith declare. The Peace being made, De Witt, who was. 
“ very vain, faid, be bad England in one Hand, and France in, the ether., 
«« And their Pitures of an Hfol/land Cheefe eclipfing the Sun, and fuch 
Things, as Women ufed to tell him of, made him angry with Holland; 
and he neglected renewing Treaties, either with the Englhifh or Dutch, 
till he heard of the triple League, which wasa Fault for which he was 
« forry, And he was angry with the Dutch, becaufe he had faved them 
“« from being ground by the Englifb on the one Side, and by the Bifhop of 

Munfter on the other. And that, they thould go into contrary Interefts, 
enraged him fo, that he was willing to join ina War againft Hulland, And 
“ the King, feeing the P. of O—— fo opprefied by De Witt, thought 


“ it might do his Bufinefs, and fome of the Provinces might put themfelves 
** under his Protection,” ; 


o 
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LXXXIV. This Memorial touches the-Caufes and Events of thofe two. Nbtest the 
Wars between England and Holland, The firft was popular; but the Kins’sInduce- 
Fadtion, a-la-moede the old Palatinate, wrought as well as they could with unadvifedwar. 
it to deftroy the King. For Pretence of Mifcarriages hinders Supplies; the 
Confequences whereof are not unprecedented, and fhall be more exprefly 
fet forth, The fame Memorial fhews that the true Caufe of the fecond 
War was firft, on the French Side, the triple League; and then, on the Eng- 

“Vif Side, the Defire the King had to right the P— of O—. And, purfuant 
“to what I have fhewed of the Treachery of advifing this War, I muft note 
‘here, that evil and falfe Counfellors will find out Handles to perfuade, or 
rather betray, as here was done, by taking in with the King’s Difpofition to 
force Holland to do the P— of O— Juftice, and, as they might flatter him, 
to have the Poffeffian or Protection of Zealand, and, perhaps, the Marine 
of Holland, where the French Armies could not march. And,I remember 
that, at the Time when the French. Army was fo furprifingly fuccefsful by 
taking Towns, it was continually expeéted to hear that Zealand had ad- 
mitted the King’s Forces; and, for that End, the King had a fmall Land 
Force encamped at Black-Heath. And fome thought that the Force of the 
p—— cf 0 was not fufficient to have ftopped the French at Narden. 
But the French were not willing to diftrefs the Dutch to that Degree, as 
fhowld force them to render to the Exglifb, and fo forbore prefling farther,, 
as moft thought they might have done.’ But the Dutch were fo far diftref- 
fed, that a Fire in the Populace kindled againft the De Witts, and, in a 
Fury, deftroyed them and their Faction. What Arts were ufed to raife this 
Flame doth not appear; but it is certain it placed the P——- of O. in 
the Seat of his Anceftors, which, in great Meafure, anfwered the Aims of 
the King of Exgland. 

LXXXV. It enough appears that I have not acquitted the firft Dutch The conti- 
War of a Malignity towards the King, though neither he, nor his Friends iotnrne 
in Parliament, difcerned it. The King was not difpofed to Troubles of the King by 
any Kind to ditturb his Eafe, which, after his happy Reftauration, he pene 
hoped to enjoy with all the Advantages of Wealth, Prerogative and Peace, “°" i 
But the bufy, that is the fa@ious, Part of the City clamored for it, the Ge- 
nerality of the Gentlemen hada Mind to curb the Dutch, as Cromwell 
had done, the Anti-court Party in Parliament urged it, and the Courtiers and: 

Officers, that were to gain out of every Flow of Money, were for it. So 
the King came to be engaged; and notwithftanding diverfe good Succefies, 
yet Abufes, Difappointments, and Wants brought his Majefty to utmoft 
Diftrefs, whereof the feeming Advantage almoft quickened the benumbed 
Fa@ion. But the inexpugnable good Will of the Parliament, at that Time, 
was the Prefervation of the King, who, if the Humour had been, as after- 
wards proved, muft have tafted of the old Forty One Procefs. But the 
fecond Dutch War was a Compofition of fond Expeétation, and evil Cosn- 
fel of diverfe Colours, Every Thing, but Wifdom, was engaged in it, Vanity, 

Popery, 
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* Popery, Covetoufnefs, Ambition, Fanaticifm, Treachery, and what not? 


But the blackeft Ingredients were the factious Influences in the Council 
itfelf (a Subject I have more than once touched, and here crave Leave to 
refume) that managed an high reétified Stratagem to bring the King to his 
Ruin. It is no lefs than Demonftration, that, when, by an intergled Sur- 
prife of the Dutch Smyrna Fleet, and other Hoftilities, the War was be- 
gun (a Conjundture that required a perfect good Correfpondence with the _ 
Parliament, in order to induce them, as the King was perfuaded to expect,” 
to maintain it) even then was every Thing done, or openly intended to be 
done, at Court, that could be thought of, to difguft them; whereof the 
Yeaft had been more than enough, at any other Time, to have fet the Houfes 
in aFlame. As Martial Law, an Army encamped, (though a fmall one) 
Stop of the Excbeguer, Injunction for the Bankers, Declaration of Indul- 
gence againf Law; and not only the Minifters hectoring the Houfe of 
Commons in their ordinary Talk, but the King himfelf muft needs dath 
them in the Face, declaring, at the Meeting, that he would /fick to bis De- 
claration, Could all this be out of any Fund but that of a treacherous 
Combination? And then, as foon as the King’s Agreement with his Parlia- 
ment was declared, whereby the whole Machine fell to pieces, to the pro- 
digious Difappointment of the Faction; then all Sorts of them fell heartily 
and harmonioufly to revile the King for Want of Courage, fluctuating in 
his Counfels, and Breach of Promifes, pronouncing that all muft fink that 
relied upon him, and he muft ftand by himfelf, for none would ever truft 
him. We, that heard and faw the Ferments of that Time, could not but 
take Notice of all this; and what Lampoons remain, fhew the fame. And, 
to fay Truth, if a King, inadvertently deluded into pernicious Engage- 
ments, will refolve, right or wrong, to adhere, he can fcarce not be un- 
done. Amongft Gamefters, Loffes, upon Parole of Honour, found after- 
wards to have been Cheats, are Nullities, and the Parties, fo lofing, account 
themfelves not obliged. 

LXXXVI. Now, to do the Faction right, after their Trick failed, they 
made the utmoft Profit of the Conjun@ture that might be; and that was by 
endeavouring to reprefent the King asa Perfon no one could truft, and, for 
Proof, appealing to that Inftance, viz. his yielding to the Parliament, and 
deferting his Minifters, as it was called, For the devefting the King of the 
Intereft and Credit he had with the People, efpecially the Gentry of Eng- 
land, wasa main Defign with them, And now they were advancing upon 
an ultimate Trial upon him, and that was, if it were poflible, to make him 
ingulph in a frefh War unprovided, Which Matter being to be wrought 
in Parliament, where it was high Tide upon Account of the Plot, &ec. all 
the Endeavours were to pufh Advantages there, by managing Elections, fo 
as the Strength, within Doors, might continually encreafe; and, according 
to thefe Aims, the Caftand Mould, of all the Libels and Lampoons, was to 


accufe the Government of evil Defigns, perverting Things well done to an 
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ill Senfe, and, for what was bad, garnifhing it out with falfe Affirmations ; 
all tending to render the King fufpeéted, if not out of all Credit and Truft 
with the People. And, under the Influence of all thefe Operations, the 
Cry was reared in Town and Country for a€tual War with France; and, 
by what Means they wrought, the Sequel muft thew. I muft own myfelf 
a little in Hafte here, paffing quick over diverfe copious Matters, becaufe I 
believe I have touched many of them before; and it is for Confirmation 

~,that I thortly reiterate them ; becaufe the Nature of the Times and Things 
‘Tam dealing with, collated, give a very great Light upon them: And the 
‘rather becaufe I find very many People moft averfe to this Way of inter- 
preting the Enigmas of that Age; choofing rather the fuperficial hackney 
Accounts, than to force themfelves to think deeper. 

LXXXVII. The firft Advantage taken, was of the Incident of the Neu- 
trality, For, about 1673, after the King had made Peace with Holland, 
which the Author, againft all Senfe and Truth, fays was done unwillingly ; 
for the King was not only fenfible of his Miftake in entering into the War 
at firft, but found all Things, he depended on, fail under him. Even the 
French Succefles were a Surprife, and all Things confpired to make him 
defire Peace, Whereupon the M. del Fre/no, the Spanifh Embaflador, mo- 
ving for the Intereft of his Mafter, was yet thought to have done a generous 
Thing, and friendly to the King, in taking Pains to bring the Peace toa Per- 
fection: The War went on between France and the Allies: But the King 
of England kept himfelf in an exact Neutrality. And it was indeed a 
flourifhing Time for Trade as ever was known, though the trading People 
little deferved it. They, that had the Carriage of all Merchandifes to and 
fro, were not content, but would fall into Exceffes that brought on great 
Inconveniencies ; and that was the colouring Dutch Ships and Goods. For 
the French Capers, finding fach Tricks played with them, were as apt, on 
their Side, to be guilty of Exceffes; and accordingly they carried into the 
French Ports, as Prife, fuch Dutch Effeéts as were under Enghfb Protection, 

_ and, moft probably, fome, on that Pretence, which were not fo. This mutt 
needs, as it did, raife a great Clamor; but much more when there was ad- 
ded an artificial or politic Drift in it, which was to create a real and ef- 
fectual Reafon, to be urged to the King, for a@tual War with France; and 
that was to revenge the Injuries, done to the King’s Subjects, by the Cap- 
tures of their Ships and Goods, or to procure Juftice and Reparations for 
the Wrongs done them by being carried into the French Ports; and, not- 
withftanding great Charges of Journies, and Suits in their Courts, forced to 
come off without Remedy at laft, Thefe Marine Difturbances are Incident 
to a Neutrality at beft, as whoever knows the greedy Humour of Traders 
and Sailors, prone to adventure any Thing for Profit, muft needs allow ; 
though, for the Reafons hinted, they never occafioned fo much Bruit as 
now. 


LXXXVUL The 


487° 


The Abufes of 
Traders under 
the Neutrality 
made Ule otto 
draw ona 
Rupture. 


438 EXAMEN. Part Il, 
a LXXXVIIL The Author has thought fit to prefs all thefe Diforders for 


Medene et” the Service of his Libel; in which Quality alfo they ferved under the Fa@ion 
the Neutra. at the Time. He firft takes notice of the King’s Proclamation, as was ne- 
Iny. ceflary to be iffued, to give Notice that the Ships of all Nations fhall have 
equal Protection in his Ports, One would think fuch a Piece of Juftice, as 
that, would not take Place in a Libel; but Art overcomes Nature; for 
Page 308. th Author fays if was labouring to be neuter, and tells us, the Dutch uf~ 
petted be gave fecret Affifance to France; and might not the French fufpect 
the Englife SubjeGes gave fecret Afliftance to the Dutch? What fignifies 
that? No Doubt the King, being very rich, and aforehand, muft underhand 
lend or prefent the King of France Money; for no other Affiftance could ° 

be fecret. Such Ignorance is here joined with Malice, which is worfe in 

what follows: While bis Majefty (by the Proclamation and Neutrality 1) did 

So generoufly protect the French Shipping, our own Veffels could not be pro- 

tetted — but were picked up as in open War. One would think an Author, 

not an Idiot, fhould not pretend to infinuate, as this doth, that the King 

fhould protect the French Ships, that he got nothing by, and let thofe of 

his own People be picked up, in which he had a vaft Intereft by his Cuftoms, 

were it either by Connivance or Mifmanagement, But, whether a Procla- 

mation of Neutrality, in Terms equal and unexceptionable, being Termed 

a Protection on one Side, be not a foul Lye, I fubmit to Lovers of Truth 

* to declare. I know no better Anfwer than the Poet gave to the &c, in the 
Covenant — &c. thou lyft, thou art the curled Lock of Antichrif. The 

Meaning of not protecting is that the King was fo careful not to break the 
Neutrality, as the Fa@tion, by this inceflant Clamor, endeavoured to bring 

: him to. What was done I fhall thew. as 
Th Succefsof LXXXIX. But the Author proceeds to exafperate the Matter of this fur- 
Sus io the _ rendering the Exg/ifh Ships to be made a Prey by the French, as if it had 
rench Courts, 5 

been one of the Intrigues, or a Branch of the French Plot. He fays, the 

Method of Redrefi was a greater Opprefion. It is {eldom indeed, that, in 

other Places, as well as in Framce, the Remedy by Law is not as bad as 

the Difeafe. It were well if, in all Countries, the Laws and Courts of Ju- 

ftice were Apoftolical, and without Fault. There was indeed one Infeli- 

city in France, Sir Ellis Leighton, the Secretary of the Engli/o Embaffador 

at Paris, was the moft corrupt -Man, then or fince, living, and betrayed 

the Kxgi/b and their Interefts for Profit, or, at leaft, extorted from them 

Money to afford his Affiftance in their Suits upon undue Captures. It was 

the fame Perfon, that, being Secretary in Ireland, extorted moft outragi- 

oufly; and, being expoftulated with for it, anfwered, What a Pox, d'ye 

think I come bere to learn your Language? But his own recovered him ‘at 

The Matter daft, that is the Jail, where he died miferably. 

pone "XC. There are two Sorts of Abufes in Time of War, in the narrow Seas, 
and the King that refpect the Neutrality, One is the Neutral Nation’s covering the Trade 
cereale of the People in War, and the other the Ravenoufnefs of the Privateers and 
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Cruifers, yhich are not, by any Means, to be entirely coerced. In thefe 
Cafes theye are Courts of Admiralty, who are under the fame Obligation as 


sether- ice Seats, to hear and determine whether the Capture be lawful 
Prife or not, All which Proceeding is between Party and Party; and all 
Men mutt fir down by the Judgment. If there be a National Complaint of 
Captures, and they are not avowed by the State, it is no Caufe of War; 
as, in Queen Elizabeth's Time, Cecil, the Admiral, with the Fleet, took 
-the French Ships, and, upon Complaint to her by the Embaffador, the knew 
nothing of the Matter, they were Pyrates, and there was an End; though 
‘the French knew the contrary to be true. But, upon unjuft Takings, if 
Satisfaction be not made upon Demand, the fuffering Side hath a Power to 
grant Letters of Marque for Reprifal upon the Nation ; and fo, by Reprifal 
upon Reprifal, it may, if the States pleafe, come to a Rupture; and, if they 
are at any Time fo difpofed, there feldom wants Colour enough for it; 
and what can hinder the Effet? And this is what the Fa@tion’would have 
brought the King to. I mean, that, upon Pretence of Injuries done to his 
Subjects, and Juftice denied in France, the King fhould have infifted even 
to a Rupture; and, for that End, the lofing Traders, though poffibly moft 
in Fault, and the factious Agents, made fo much Noife that the Matter 
came into Parliament, and, after Reference to a Committee of Lords, there 
is a long Report made of the feveral Ships taken by the French Privateers 
and made Prife, with the feveral Cafes, as the Concerned were pleafed to 
reprefent, ex Parte, to the Committee. The King, before and after this 
Examination, ordered his Embaffador to infift with the French Court that 
his Majefty’s Subjects might have Right done them; which Courfe was 
pufhed as far as it would go. And the French Minifters made Anfwer in 
Writing with Recriminations upon the Engli/b, that covered and protected 
the Enemy’s Ships. In fhort they were, as I guefs, all to blame, and the 
Dutch to boot; as, if we had an Account of their Brigues, as we have of 
our own, would appear. And, in the Upfhot, as I take it, fome Letters 
of Marque were granted, but I have not heard of Reprifals aCually made. 
If fuch had been, I prefume the Integrity of the Reprifal, that depended 
on the Reality of the firft Injury, muft have come in Queftion in the d- 
miralty ; which the concerned, poffibly, after all this Noife, had no great 
Stomach to, But the King could certainly go no farther, nor do more than 
he did, without a Rupture. 

XCI. Now it would be ftrange if the Author fhould not draw the Picture 
of the King’s Non-Proteétion of his Subjects againft the French ; and really he 
introduceth it with Advantage: for he fays the great Evil did fome Good, for 
The Infolencies of the French made the People impatient for the Parliament's 

fitting, for Redrejs of this intolerable Grievance, at leaft by open War. The 
long Interval began to open the Eyes and Mouths of the City and Country ; 
Jo, to quiet the People, a Proclamation came out for fitting of tke Parlia- 
ment in February 1676-7. Without thefe open Eyes and Mouths there had 
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been no Parliament. The Proclamation therefore thews what cane of thefe 
Openings. The King, it feems, was not at all gracious in nh eting his 
People at a Time appointed ; for it was not the King, but the open yes and 
Mouths, that appointed the Parliament, But obferve this opening of Eyes 
has a farther Reach than ftaring; for it means that the People now dif. 
cerned that the King protected the French, and let his own Ships (as, from 
the Intereft he had, I may call them) be taken away. And would not any 
one believe here that a formidable Rebellion was juft breaking out? That’ 
the King fhould come to Compofition? And, as a Dath of cold Water to 
allay the Boiling of the People, iffue his Proclamation, &c.? When, in 
Truth, fuch, as lived and had their Senfes at that Time, knew that the beft 
of the People were wonderfully well fatisfied, and at Eafe, under the Blef. 
fing of Peace and no Taxes; but only as this other People of the Author’s, 
that is the Faction, would let nothing be at reft and eafy, but, with their 
ftaring and bawling in Order to worfe, ever difturbed the Public. And it is 
an utter Falfity, in general, to fay that the Merchants were for open War 
(which, out of the Fullnefs of the Heart, comes in here to thew the Drift of 
Faction to be more than Recompence for the Captures) for it is well known 
that Trade and War never did well together ; and to feck Remedy, for occa- 
fional Abufes, by War, is to lofe the Demand of the Recompenfe, and no 
Body knows what befides. And, by Merchants, I mean fair Traders, and 
not Runners and Trickers, as the little People often are, that cover a con- 
traband Trade; and, if they are caught, they are not Lofers ; becaufe the 
clear Efcapes, for which they have a Price accordingly, make all good, And 
it is juft as if the Enfurers brought in a Catalogue of enfured Ships loft, taking 
no Notice of Ships arrived and Premios. This Parallel thews the Fucus of 
that pompous Lift-of Loffes, upon which the Faction wrought to introduce 
a Rupture of the then Peace with France. It is to be found in the State 
Traés, Vol. I. But we muft not let the Author’s wife and learned Con- 
ftruction, of a gracious Proclamation, pafs without an Acknowledgment. 
He makes it, as we fee, come out to quiet the People. Now it is ufual to 
keep a Vacancy of Parliansent on Foot by continual Adjournments, or Pro- 
rogations, from Time to Time; fo that, upon any emergent Occafion, the 
Parliament may be refumed; which, upon a long Prorogation, whatever 
the Occafion is, before the Time, cannot be done: And, in thefe Cafes, the 
Members, in and about London, attend the formal Part, and thofe remote 
concern not themfelves till they hear the Parliament will fit effectually ; and, 
for that End, a Proclamation ufually iffues to give Notice that his Majefty 
expects their Attendance; and fo Matters reft eafy. And here the Procla- 
mation was of that Nature, to let the Country Members know the Parlia- 
ment was to fit effectually at the Time. And this here is made an hiftori- 
cal Evidence of a Rebellion breaking out, or juftly feared to have followed, 
if this A& of Court had not come to quiet the People. O rare Hiftorian! 
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XCII. But now, com Licentia, a Word or two as to the Clamor of this Buy Parties 

-Larty-Paéple, here falfely charged upon the City and Country, in toto & in Sones 

foltdo, without any DiftinGion at all, in Order to draw the King into aétual terfeited a ge- 

War with France, to the great Defamation of (truly) the People of England Fide —s 2 

at that Time. The Queftion is not what might feem to a Stranger, that with its Mi- 

paffed from one public Refort to another, but what was really and generally fcries. 

the Senfe of the Nation, which doth not always (as in Forty One, for In- 

ftance) jump with the Proccedings of the Commons. It is to be confidered 

-that Confederations of afew, by their manifeft Sympathies and Symphonies, 

fhall appear a great many; and, on the other Side, the true many, that are 

difperfed and unaétive, though utterly in Will and Principle oppofite to the 

former, fhall feem but a few. And the Difcovery is feldom made, but 

when fome mighty Reafon or emergent Provocation makes thefe latter under- 

ftand one another, and aét; and then the Combination vanifhethtlike Smoak. 

But, otherwife, the Party-Men, planted about in public Reforts, are like fo 

many Trains laid, which, fired at either End, Side, or Middle, all appear 

ftraight ina Flame. And this Difpofition it was that made a Shew as if 

all Mankind were for a€tual War, as well as thofe, who were moft hearkened 

to, in the Honfe of Commons. It is hard to fay how deeply, in the Po- 

pulace, meer Shews may deceive; becaufe not a few always follow with- 

out Thinking ; and many are implicite under what is called Authority ; 

but of the non-factious, or indifferent, Part of the Nation, there was none, 

of Capacity to reflect on the Miferies of War, or of Senfe to difcern the 

Ufe Faétion intended to make of this called aual, but abhorred it. But I 

mutt needs fay, one Way or other, the FaCtion carried on the Game very 

far, and cried necefary as loud as if it had been for the Bread of the Poor ; 

for, fuid they, ¢4e French drive a Pyratical Trade upon us, and what then 

have we to do? And who fhould have fufficient Information of all Particu- 

lars, to controvert this Matter of Fact couched under Pyratical? The good 

King underftood it, and, by faving himfelf, protected his People; for the 

Intereft of both was never fo ftriély combined as in this Inftance. But 

confider with Freedom and Indifference, and it will be found that the moft 

direct, neceflary War, as when it is for immediate felf Defence, is no better 

than the Curfe of God ; and neverthelef fo for being neceflary. This Word 

necefary is ambiguous; for, ftri€tly taken, there is no Choice, fince what 

is neceflary muft happen ; therefore it is taken commonly for ftrong Con- 

venience. Now, with Governments, who, by their Prattique and Expe- 

rience, are the competent Judges, we find often, Encreafe of Dominion, Pre- 

eminences, Policy, Plunder, or Gothic Bravery called Honour, pafs for 

very cogent Reafons, and ferve to blind the Eyes of the People, and difpof 

them to endure the fad Effects that follow. “Now here we had a Faction 

working the People to call upon their Government for their own Defolation 

and Ruin, and folemnly to demand a right down Curfe to fall upon them; 

which is a political Hy/feron Proteron, When the Government makes War, 
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then it is, as to the People, truly neceffary; and it behoves thm to be 
ferious under it, and, making the beft of their own Cafe, get oufotites 
foon as they can; for if the Devil himfelf ever reigns, it is in Time of War, 
and where Wars are. And it muft needs be a difmal View, when the or- 
dinary Miniftry of that hellifh Reign upon Earth amongft us, by their Dia- 
bolical Applications to Men’s Paflions and Prejudices (as in latter Times 
hath fallen out) as well as to the Vices and prevailing Lufts of a Commu- 
nity, blind their Eyes fo much as not to difcover the Mors in Olla, Whereof 
the Scandal hath lain in nothing more than by their late making public: 
Bonefires at the Time, when War was proclaimed; as if it had been a 
public Thankfgiving for fome providential Deliverance. Whereof nothing 
can abate the Shame, but the Confideration that it was done by a Confede- 
racy of a factions Party, and not the Aé of reafonable Creatures who know 
the Secret of Pandora’s Box, and that War, not accidentally or fometimes, 
but per fe, naturally, and inevitably, is no other than fublimate or corrofive 
Mifery to all Communities concerned under it, or that unhappily lye in its 
Traverfes. Therefore 1 would have our Country, at large, cleared of fo 
much Scandal, as the Author here charges upon it, as calling out generally for 
actual War; and do defire that, neither for his own, nor his Libeller’s Sake, 
nor to fuftain the Credit of fome in greater Authority, may be a Prejudice 
in the Matter; but that it may be confidered fairly as Res integra pro- 
pofed to the Judgment of indifferent Perfons, which I am about to do, 
XCIII. Therefore, dropping Speculations, I advance to Fats, intending 
to fhew, by undoubted Evidence, how this compleatly abufive Hiftorian 
mifreprefents the Tranfactions between King Charles II. and the (yet long) 
Parliament, touching aétual War with France. Concerning which there 
was notable Fencing, as 1 find by the Accounts in Print (for I have no 
Means to come at any other) on the one Side, to make fure of War before 
Supplies were given, and, on the other, to be fure of the Supplies before 
the War was made. Of all which the general Conftruction is that the King 
and Parliament were come to a defperate Diftruft of each other; and how 
fit a Conjun@ture that was for War, let the Wife determine. But the King 
being really fenfible how neceflary it was for him to be trufted, becaufe 
the whole Affair of Peace and War was in his Hands, and he only, and 
not they, could fpeak to foreign Nations; and how fatal it would be for 
him to enter into adtual War, and then fail of his Supplies, which ill Ac- 
cidents and unhappy Emergences of War, under the Title of Mifmanage- 
ments, joined with an untoward Difpofition in a great many Leaders to 
mifconftrue all his Actions, might hinder, or, which is as bad, retard; up- 
on May 13, 1677, his Majefty fent for the Commons to Wértehall, and 
there told them plainly, how neceflary it was for them to truft him; and 
becaufe his Words, however framed, carry Reafon as from an Angel, I 
will give them as they were. « That he did not call them only to get 
« Money, or for other Ufes than they would have it employed; and affired 
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“them, én the Word of a King, they thould not repent any Truft they 
“att cepeted in him for the Safety of his Kingdoms, and he defired them to 
« believe he would not break his Credit with them. But, as he told them 
“ before, he could not fpeak or act as might anfwer their Defires till he 
was in a better Condition than he was able, at prefent, to put him(cif in; 
“and it fhould be their Faults, and not his, if their Security was not pro- 
* vided for.” This was plain Dealing, and the Truth of the Matter; of 
which (to begin with the Suppreffions) the Author takes no Manner of No- 
tice; nor is this Speech in the Book of the Votes, nor the printed Col- 
lection of Addreffes, &e, for the fame Reafons fecreted in all alike; but only 
the ingenuous Mr. Marvell thought fit to publith it in the Midft of his 
Venom, efteeming his Wit fufficient to enervate more powerful Charms 
than that: But one Confequence he cannot obviate, which is, that the 
War, whatever Noife was made about it at that Time, was akogether im- 
practicable, as it was preffed upon the King. The Reafon is plain: 

XCIV. The King was really earneft for faving of Flanders, and laboured 
in it fo effectually, as what was faved at laft was owing truly to him. 
That Good came of the coftive Supplies as were given towards it, of which 
afterwards. But we fhall find in the Addrefles and Anfwers, with the 
Meffages that paft between the King and the Houfes, a notable View of 
Art in the Penning what was infifted, For the Dealing, as in public The- 
atres, was all expofed to every one’s View and Cenfure; which made each 
Side confider well how to gain, or, at leaft, not to lofe the favourable 
Opinion of the many without Doors; and, in my Judgment, feconded, as 
I take it, by the Effect, the King carried it clear, and the other Side, by 
prefuming too haftily, and overdoing, loft their Advantage; as will appear 
by the Tranfactions themfelves, which we have derived to us from under 
the common Printing Prefs; and if that lyes, re/pondeat imprimator, But 
the Refult of this Striving, as 1 have ftated it, is very difagreeable to the 
Author’s Defign; and the Evidences being fo acceflible, he is put to very 
great Straights, and groans heavily in Spirit, about contriving which Way 
to mifreprefent the whole Proceeding, and to make the King appear a 
leagued Partifan of France, again{t the Intereft and Good of his own People 
and Nation. And that Nation (with him) is the Faétion only, zealous to 
fhut out Popery and arbitrary Power by an actual War with France, But, 
finding no Expedient {o hopeful as Suppreffion (pardon the Negative) he 
plies that faffictently: And io, what with flipping nimbly over the chief 
Addrefles and Meffages, and culling out of the reft as he thinks fit, toge- 
ther with fome Mifplacings, anda few bafe and paltry Infinuations and Re- 
flections, he conceives that, in this Affair, he hath fully proved his French 
Pilot. 

XCV. I confidered which would be the beft Method of prefenting, to a 
clear View, in a fair Light, the Steps of this whole Affair, and the Author’s 
foul Abufes of it; and find it beft to move in direct Order from one Paf- 
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fage to another as they happened, and to give the Author his Due, by 
Way of Marginal Notes as I go along, which, with diverfe Tine 


fhall plentifully throw in, may be of Service to him in the next Edition of 
his Book. 

The firftt Movement was on the Part of the Houfe of Commons, March 
10, 1676, in which, mentioning the French King’s Acquefts in Flanders, 
they defire the King to ftrengthen himfelf with ftriGter Alliances for the 
Prefervation of Flanders and Satisfaction of his People. The King’s An- 
{wer was, That he was of the fame Opinion with his Parliament, and will. 
ufe all the Means he can, for the Prefervation of Flanders, confiftent with 
the Peace and Safety of his Kingdom. 

Here we arc all one with our Author, who hath the Addrefs and Anfwer 
as it was; anc thus far the Matter carries a Moderation, and was agree- 
able to the King’s entire Inclinations, and the Judgment, as well as the En- 
gagement of the triple League, which was for that End; and, in the De- 
claration of the fecond Dutch War, he had promifed that, notwithitanding 
the War, the Intent of that League fhould be maintained. ; 

XCVI. “ The next Addrefs was March 29, 1677, in which the Com- 
“ mons return Thanks for his Majefty’s Acceptance of their former; and 
‘ defire that he would not defer entering into fuch Alliances, and for 
“© fuch Ends, And, if it fhall happen, that, purfuant thereunto, his Ma- 
«« jefty fhall be engaged in a War with the French King, we hold (fay 
« they) ourfelves obliged, and fhall be ready, upon Signification thereof in 
‘© Parliament, to affift with fuch Aids from Time to Time, as fhall en- 
«able, &c.” This is a material Addrefs, being in the Nature of a Parlia- 
mentary Credential, or Fund, upon which the King might reafonably pro. 
ceed to make Alliances as was defired. But the Author hath thought fit 
wholly to fupprefs it, as being too reafonable and promifing for his Notice, 
left what follows may not accord well with it. 

XCVII. « April 21, 1677, The King anfwers, That he hath confidered 
« their Addrefs, and, upon fome Alterations abroad, thinks fit to mind 
«¢ them that the only Way, to prevent Danger to the Kingdom, mutt be 
‘« by putting him in a Condition to make Preparations, &c.” This An- 
fwer is alfo fuppreffed; for the King muft not appear like one in Earneft, 
nor to delay for any Reafon but French Intrigues and Plot. 

XCVIL. April 22, 1677, «An Addrefs of the Commons, taking Notice 
“ of the former Anfwer, and Confideration had thereupon, and of Prepa- 
<* rations to be made; they fay, they have provided a Bill to enable the 
*¢ Borrowing of 200,000 /. upon the additional Excife, and that, at the 
next Meeting, they fhall not only reimburfe the Monies expended, pur- 
fuant to their Addreffes, in Preparations, but furnifh fuch Proportions of 
“ Supplies, as may enable, &c.” This alfo, which is remarkable in di- 
verfe Refpects, the Author hath fupprefied ; for it wag-a fmall Encourage- 
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ment of $4 Commons, inftead of raifing a Sum, for them only to enable ° 


the King to borrow it upon his own, intended for other Utes, 
“TKUIX. April 26, 1677, “A Meflage from the King, That, for his Pre- 
‘* parations, they have enabled him to borrow 200,000/, upon a Fund 
** given for other Ufes. He would have them to know, that not only that, 
«« but every other Fund in his Power, thal! be engaged to the utmoft for 
© the Prefervation of his Kingdom. But, as his Condition is (which they. 
know) lefs than 600,000 /, will not anfwer the Ends, He can but lay 
‘ thefe Things before them, and do his beft.” Neither this Meffage, nor 
any Thing relating to this Power to borrow, is taken Notice of by the 
Author; becaufe it hath not a kind Afpect upon his Defign of abufing the 
King, whe dealt plainly, whatever the others did, 

C. «May 23, 1677, An Addrefg to defire the King that they may have 
“a fhort Recefs for a Time, as may not end before the 200,000 1. is {pent 
* in Preparations; and, at the next Meeting, when their Members will be 
** generally come up, they hope his Majefty will lay his Alliances before 
** them, and not doubt of their Compliance.” This 23° of May is the 
very Day his Majefty {poke to them at Whitehall, to thew the Neceffity 
there was to truft him, and what little Reafon there was to think he would 
deceive them, as I fhewed before. And this Addrefs is, for the like Reafons, 
as Tfuppofe, by the Author fuppreffed. But we mutt obferve, that hitherto 
the Addreffes are for Alliances; but what Alliances were left to his Majetty. 
But the fame Day another Addrefs was voted in the Houfe, afterwards pre- 
fented to the King: And that begins tobe more particular, For it fell out 
all along, that, as the Kingeadvances, his Work encreafes upon him. The 
Addrefs is this : 

CI, “To enter into a League offenfive and defenfive with the States 
“* of Holland, and fuch other Alliances as his Majefty fhall think fit, againft 
“ the Growth of the Power of France, and for the Prefervation of the 
“ Netherlands.” Here is a new Article fprung, the Growth of the Power 
of France, which isa large one, and goes much beyond the faving of Flan. 
ders, We hall fee what it will come to by Degrees. Now the Author 
gives the following Speech of May 28, by Way of Foift, in the Place of 
that before of the 23! of May. It is not printed in the Colledtion. 

CII." May 28, 1677, fays the King, No fuch dangerous Invafions 
of the Rights of the Crown have been made, as in their Addrefs, the 
Sword not drawn. They not only defire Leagues, but fay what they 
fhall be, and with whom, and as it feems, fays he, more by your Leave, 
than at your Requeft, to make other Alliances; that they leave him 
but the empty Sound of a King. But no Condition thall make him de- 
part from, or leflen, fo effential a Part of the Monarchy, therefore he 
could not approve of their Addrefs. But yet he would go on to let the 
World fee his Care for the Security and Satisfa@tion of his People, though 
it cannot be fo well as if it had been affifted,” By this it appears that 
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the King refented the being put upon engaging, as a Party, iNg¢he general 
“Wars of Europe, between the Empire and France, upon Quarrel of Great- 
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nefs, and fo to go beyond his Point of faving Flanders. And he 
fon, for thofe Wars are never fhert; and long Wars never good for England. 

CIII. In the following Interval of Parliament, this Summer, the Match 
of the P of O was accomplifhed, and Alliances made with the 
States for faving Flanders, and, at next Meeting, thofe Alliances were 
declared in Parliament, when the King fpoke as the Author writes, viz. 








“« Fanuary 28, 1677-8, — Acquaints the Houfes with the Alliances made 
“« with the States; and he tells them, Provifions for War are not to be 


€ 


made by Halves, and their Refolution mutt appear. That he had en- 
deavoured by Mediation to procure a Peace, knowing that to be better 
than any War to us that had benefited fo much by a Neutrality. That 
he hath recalled his Troops from France. That there will need go Sail 
of Ships,-and 30, or 40,000 Land Men He agrees that the Money 
they give fhall be appropriated. Minds them that the 30 Ships coft 
100,000 /, more than the Allowance; and above 200,000/, {pent in 
Repair of the Fleet. Large Iffues for the Wars with A/giers, Rebellion 
in Virginia, and the P. of O——’s Portion. That, in every Thing, 
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“« he had fhewed his Care, and advifeth their Difpatch.” Now the Thorn 


was plainly in the Parliament’s Foot ; here were Alliances declared, and a 
View of the Occafion, and’ their Words paft to provide. But, it having 
fallen out that the Forces were recalled from France, and that the King’s 
Army, joined with the P. of O had acted hoftilely againft the’ 
French before Mons, the Faction, in general, concluded the King was faft ; 
actual War was begun, and he could not go back. The next Step was by 
fome Contrivance to hinder Supplies, as on the Terms above had been pro- 
mifed; for then his Majefty would foon find himfelf in Difficulties inextri- 
cable, whereby the Dilemma was to work, viz. cither render at Difcretion, 








-or take undue Courfes for Money, and fo be for ever loft. The next Mo- 


tion to the King was: 

CIV. “ Fanuary 31, the Commons Addrefs, returning Thanks for the 
“* Match of the P— of O—; they befeech the King not to admit of any Treaty, 
«* as may leave the French more than they held by the Treaty of the Pyrenees; 
“« and alfo, that in all Alliances and Confederacies, his Majefty would pro- 
*« vide, that none of the Parties may lay down their Arms, or depart from fuch 
« Alliance, till the French King thall be reduced to the State of the Pyrencan 
“ Treaty. And that none of them fhall trade with Frence, and that no 
French Goods thall come into their Countries, during the War, but the 
fame fhall be feifed and deftroyed, and that no Ships, of any Nation 
whatfoever, fhall go in or out of the French Ports, but Men and Ships 
to be feifed, and the Goods to be deftroyed.” The Author mentions 
the Reducing the French to the State of the Pyrenees, but leaves out all the 
reft; fo good a Carver is he of hiftorical Truths. For he did not intend it 
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fhould eve: be known that fuch unreafonable Things thould have been afked 
~of the King; being plainly againft the Laws of Gop and Nations, and. 
yet feem to be demanded as Conditions put upon the Supplies, which is 
wonderful ftrange. I remember, at the Time of debating the Matters of 
this Addrefs, it was objected that the Word Reduce was a little too perem- 
ptory with Refpect to the Majefty of fo great a King as that of France; 
and it would be better to fay ¢7/] he fhould be content to accept the Terms, 
&c. The Anfwer was a general Cry Reduce, reduce, But a greater Rea- 
fon, why the Author conceals this Addrefs, is, that, then, he muft have 
given the King’s Anfwer to it, which went more againft his Stomach; for, 
CV. « February 4, 1677-8, the King gave a long Anfwer to this Ad- The King’s 
“ drefs that he was furprifed to find fo much of what fhould not, and $a a i 
‘© fo little of what fhould, have been there. That his Speech was to both fappreffed, “i 
“ Houfes, and the Houfe of Peers was not to be paffed by. Hé remembers and other 
*« their Defire to make Alliance with Holland, and their Affurance, upon foch pues ot the 
«* Alliance declared, of fitting Supplies. ‘That he hath declared the Alli- 
“‘ ance, and demanded the Supplies; but, in their Addrefs, there is no Hint 
« of their fo doing, only old Promifes are put to new Conditions. Trea- 
-** ties with other Princes could not be ratified in fo many Places, and at 
« fach Diftances, in the Time. Befides, he muft acquit him(felf to the 
«« former Undertaking, before he engaged in a new one, They anfwer 
“ nothing to the Invafion of his Prerogative, but add new Envafions equally 
“* offenfive, The Condition of no Peace but on the Pyrenean Terms, is a 
“ Determination fit only for Gop, Who can tell what is a fit Peace, but 
“he that forefees the Event of War? ‘Fhey would have him engage 
againft all the World in topping all Commerce and Intercourfe with 
« France, not Allies, Princes, nor Embaffadors excepted. No Affembly ever 
site the whole World fo, without a Penny provided to make it good. 
ut, as he had faid to them before, if he be put into Arms fofficient, 
he will not be weary of them, till Chrifendom is fettled fo as no one 
Prince fhall difturb it. He values his Word, therefore cannot an{wer 
for any particular Peace, whether able or not, abandoned or not: The 
Reins of Government are in his Hands, and he will preferve them, as his 
“ own Perfon, for the Good of his People. If they will fupply him to 
“* maintain the Alliances already made, he will go on to procure more, but 
it muft be done foon, and recommends it to them.” ‘Fhe Author hath not 
one Syllable of this Meflage. As he had fuppreffed the greateft Part of 
the Addrefs that gave the Occafion, fo he conceals the whole Anfwer that 
fo luculently refells it. The King, whom he would render, in every Thing, 
mean and contemptible, muft not appear ina Meffage fo King-like, accord- 
ing to the Englijh Conftitution, as this Meffage is. He tells us indeed, the 
King was angry, but yet, {ays he, the Commons would give no Money, with- 
out appropriating it to the Ufes of an affual War, Doth it not look as if 
the King’s Anger was at that? And i needed he alledge that saa 
tr oO 
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hand that it fhould be fo? But afterwards he fays the Commons.came to _ 
a Refolution to addrefs for an a€tual War with France, and, to that, fetches 
down an Antwer, from I know not how far off, belonging to another 
Occafion, and puts to this, as I fhall thew. All which is done to amufe 
his Reader with a feeming Compofure of his Tale, that they may enquire 
no farther. Which Mafquerade Way of writing fhews Art added to Na- 
ture in framing Libel out of Hiftory. 

CVI. «March 15, The Commons addrefs that the King would forth- 
« with crass, and enter into an aétual War with France, and, as the 
« paffed a Bill of Aid, fo they will fupply more for fo Royal an Under- 
“< taking ; and they defire him to be no more a Mediator for Peace, but to 
« recall his Embafladors from Nimeguen, and to fend away the French Em- 
«* baflador fom England, that he may be difengaged, and free to enter into 
<< a War for reducing the French King.” This is that Addrefs for actual 
War, which the Author was.before obferved to mention as refolved by the 
Commons, But the Ceafing of the Mediatorfhip, and fending away the 
French Embaflador, which are no Trifles, he conceals; becaufe he conceives 
they go a little too haftily, and too far, as Things ftood. But he makes 
Amends with tacking a falfe Anfwer, viz. the Meflage May 6, 1678. The 
Tax, mentioned above, was the Poll Bill, which fell wonderful fhort of the 
Eftimate, befides the Prohibition Claufe tacked to it. But now it is to be ob- 
ferved, that, the King having done all that was poffible for him, in his Circum- 
ftances, to do about Alliances, and claimed the Alternate, we muft have no 
more to do with, nor hear of, them, but to find Faults and bufk for more; 
being now upon a new Scent of actual War, fince that at Mons began to 
fail in the Expettation of the Confequences of it. 

CVI. March and April were {pent in Addreffes and Anfwers; and, 
among other Things, to have the Alliances laid before the Houfe, which 
was done; as alfo the Propofals of the King made to the French King, 
to which he returned a verbal Anfwer of Refufal, faying, Jf be ac- 
cepted them, he knew not bow be fhould anfwer it to bis People, 
Which feems to carry a Jeer, as if, to an Englifh King, intrigued with 
his Parliament, that was fufficient. In France, where the People muft 
be, and are, fatisfied with the King’s Pleafure, fuch Return in ferious 
Earneft had been ridiculous. I believe this, or the like, might occafion the 
Earl of Danby to fay in a Speech to the Lords, that the French Lad the 
King of England zn utmoft Contempt. Mem. Vol.I. «May 4, 1678, the 
« Commons vote the Alliance with Holland, and the Propofals grounded 
*« thereon, not purfuant to their Addreffes, nor confiftent with the Good 
“< of the People. And they advife the King to league with the Emperor, 
« Spain and Holland, for a vigorous War againft France, and to prohibit all 
“ Trade with -France, and to admit no Treaty or Truce, but by Confent 
“of all the Allies.” The Author fays nothing at all of thefe Votes in 

particular ; 
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particular; they are not’wholfome for his Hiftory ; only, a little forwards, 
he mentions fome uneafy Votes, but not what, fo no Body can make any 
Thing of it. Now we muft obferve the Matter is advanced a Pitch higher, 
that.is from an aéfual toa vigorous War, and the King is fent to Germany, 
Spain, and Holland, to treat de novo about this vigorous War. It was 
upon this Occafion the King talked what Incumbrance he mutt bring upon 
his Subjects, if he allied himfelf in a general War in Company with the 
Germans, 
CVIIL, « May 6, 1678, Came a Meffage from the King, that, if, being 
** acquainted with their Votes, he is furprifed at the Matter and Manner of 
“¢ them, it is not ftrange; but yet, if he had no Exception to either, he 
“ could not give any Anfwer till the Advice came from both Houfes.” 
This is the Anfwer the Author has ftole, and clapped to the Addrefs for 
actual War (as I hinted before) but, for the Reafon of his foedoing, if I 
have not touched it already, we may go look. It feems the Lords were not 
like to concur in fuch an Addrefs ; and that ferved for a Screen to fence 
the King from giving the Commonsa Denial. 
CIX. “* May 6, 1678, came a Petition and Advice from the Commons, 
* declaring the Reafons of their Advices, which, they fay, is their Right to 
.* communicate to his Majefty by themfelves. They defire to know what 
« Refolutions his Majefty hath taken thereon, They expoftulate for his 
‘ rejecting their Advices by Means of private Mifreprefentations. They 
‘ intended only Advice, and not Invafion of Prerogative. They defire to 
“ be relied on, and conclude with a Requeft that the Duke of Lauder- 
“« dale may be removed from his Majefty’s Prefence and Counfels for ever.” 
This is not taken Notice of by the Author; for he cannot mean it by thofe 
he calls unea/y Votes, though he puts his Remark of them in its Place. 
About this Time, all the Difcourfe of the Faction was upon the Subject of 
private Advice, as being taken againft the Advice of the Commons. But, 
whatever the Advice of the Commons was, the Refufal was as free to the 
King, as they were free to give the Advice, otherwife it drops the Form 
of Advice and becomes Authority. It was a wife Conftitution, anciently 
ufed in Parliament, in its Time called the Magnum Concilium in Parlia- 
mento, which confifted of the whole Miniftry of State, and the Law; and 
thefe were {worn not to advife the King to agree to any Thing againft 
his Prerogative. This Council covered the King, and prevented his being 
furprifed, 
CX. «May 27, 1678, A Vote of the Houfe of Commons pafted, that, if 
« the King will enter into a War, they will fupply, if not, they will pro- 
“« ceed to difband the Army; and his Majefty was to be made acquainted 
“« with that Vote.” The Addrefs and Petition touched upon Irrefolution, 
which fome thought of when there was none; for it feems the King was 
plainly refolved not to move without his Supplies beforehand. And that 
brought forward this View of another Sort, that is getting rid of the little 
Rrra Army 
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EXAMEN. 2 Part III, 
Army which was raifed upon this Project of getting the King into the War; 


and now began to bea Terror, or, at leaft, fome would have it thought fo. _- 


CXI. May 28, a Meffage that there is a Ceffation in Flanders like to 

“ conclude in a Peace, but not certain ; and his Majefty doth not think it 
“© prudent to difmifs either the Fleet or Army till that determined, He 
‘* minds them of Supplies, and of the 200,090/. which he borrowed, and 
“* wants for his ordinary Occafions. ‘une 7, A Meffage that. the keeping 
“up, or difbanding the Forces in Flanders, depends on Supplies, recom- 
mends to fee the Effects of the Ceffation before it be done; and to recall 
the Forces, before the Peace, would be of bad Conftru€tion.” The Au- 
thor hath made no Mention of thefe, which contain the Reafons for keep- 

ing up the Forces till Peace is made, becaufe he would not have it thought 

the King had any good Reafon for what he did, but defigned to ufe the 

Forces for arbitrary Government, purfuant to the French Plot. 

CXII. « November 25, The King’s Speech, which thews the Difficulty 

“ of parting with the Forces yet, but, neverthelefs, for public Eafe, he de- 

“« fires they may be difbanded. 27, Voted that all the Forces be brought 

“ over, and forthwith difbanded, and the King agreed to it.” The Author 

has a pleafant Turn upon this Occafion; for, having infinuated that the 

King had, in his Heart, a Defign to ufe this Army to arbitrary Purpofes, 

which made him loth to come into the difbanding Propofition, yet at laft, 

he fays, The King fell eafily into the Defign, becaufe it depended on a Bill 
Jor granting a Supply. ‘This is fo poor a Reflection, asa Two Penny School 
Girl would blufh at. For the King was not fuppofed to have any Penny 
of the Money come to him, for it was to be appropriated to the Difband- 

ing. But the Author muft fprinkle his Poifon over all that the King doth, 

efpecially if it look gracious or good, to the End that he. may be made 

appear wicked and falfe in every Thing. 

CX, “ December 7, The Speaker (Seymour) acquaints the Houfe that he 

** had acquainted his Majefty (that it was not by Order of the Houfe) of the 

“« Entry that was made (in the Journal) of his Majefty’s Anfwer to the Ad- 

“ drefs for calling over the Forces out of Flanders; and that his Majefty 

“* was pleafed to declare that he gave no Order for fuch an Anfwer, and that, 

«¢ Circumftances being altered there, the Forces were ordered to be called 

“over.” Printed Votes, (O&avo) Fol. 169. Any one, that reads the Au- 

thor’s Account.of this Paffage, would think that, after the King had given 

a Refufal to the Commons (which, by the Way, the Fa¢tion defired the 

King fhould do, and heas carefully declined it) as to calling over the Forces, 

and they had entered it fo in their Books: and that he foon bethought him- 

felf, and renegued his own Anfwer, and gave it in otherwife, denying the 

Orders for the former; a rare Character of a King! For thus he exprefies 

it: They made an Addrefs (for recalling the Forces) axd made an Entry in 

their Books of bis Majefty’s Anfwer as a Refufal to comply with their De- 

fires, but bis Majefty foon after was pleafed to declare, that he never gave 
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sor 


Orders for fuch Anfwer, Compare this with the Speaker's Account, as‘it is * 


. entered in the Journal, and fee the Change of the Countenance. The Matter 
was, the King thewed to the Houfe the State of Affairs in Flanders, which 
made it imprudent to call over the Forces as yet. The Clerk, or whoever 
ordered it, faétioufly, as it feems, enters a direct Refufal, which was falle, 
and no Order was given for fuch an Anfwer. The King was offended at 
this, as he had Reafon; and the Houfe, to difculpate themfelves to the 
King, fent the Speaker to make their Excufe, as not having ordered any 
fuch Entry to be made. And the Speaker reports to the Houfe his Meflage, 
with the King’s farther Anfwer, as above. It is well this is in Print; how 
elfe fhould this abufive undutiful Writer be corrected? Who relates as if the 
King had fent to them to alter his Anfwer, when, in Truth, they fent to 
him to excufe an Error committed on their Parts, charging the Faule upon 
the Clerks. And it is pleafant to obferve the incorrect Egli/h ef the Speaker 
regiftered here, for Sport as I fuppofe. 

CXIV. Thus I have given an Account of this Tranfaction, by Minutes 
taken from the Aéts themfelves ; which fufficiently thew the Drift on all 
Sides, and I need not here repeat it. But I fhall proceed to the Relation of 
another Matter, happening about this Time, which was very hard put upon 
the King, with regard to his Honour. And it was the fetting up the Cham- 
ber of London (where Faétion had got ftrange Footing, and the Chamberlain, 
Sit Thomas Player, a topping Party-Man) as a Mock-Exchequer, under his 
Majelty’s Nofe, for receiving and paying the difbanding Money ; for fo it 
was carried againft the King by Vote, as much as to fay (what they would 
have every one believe) that his Majefty was not to be trufted. The Lords 
took the Liberty to mend that Article, and to reftore the Exchequer to its 
Place again; and, upon conferring Reafons, the Commons alledge that a 
former Sum, given for difbanding the Army, and other Ufes, atid trufted to 
the Exchequer, had been iffued for continuing the Army ; and the Commons 
thought. it not fafe to truft the Money there again, but difpofed it to the 
Chamber of London, the better to fecure it from being mifemployed. On 
the other Side, the Lords, among other Matters, reply, that the Nece/- 

Sty of Affairs required keeping up of the Army, and refer to the King’s Speech 
at the Opening of the Seffion, which takes Notice of the aétual faving the 
reft of Flanders, that, without thefe Troops, had been loft; and, upon a 
difbanding then, the Neighbours had defponded. And the King exprefled 
himfelf confident none would repine, or think the Money ill employed, and 
aflured them he was much more out of Purfe, which he expeted they fhouldl 
repay him. The Lords fhew farther that the Excheguer was not in Fault, 
for they iffued regularly, but the Cafe abroad required it. The Commons 
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did not depart from their Purpofe, and, upon the Differences about thefe . 


Amendments, the Bill was loft. And I believe the King took nothing from 
the Commons in a worfe Senfe than this Paffage, which looked as return- 
ing him Evil for Good, and in a Way very difgraceful, and therefore moft 
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’ fenfible to him. Befides this, there was put in the Bill a Claufe to in- 
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demnify the Men that had continued in Arms; which was begging a Que- 
flion, that it was criminal for them to ferve in a Militia wholly the King’s, 
who may raife what Forces he pleafeth, in Cafe he can pay them: But they 
had a Mind to impofe an Indemnity that was neither defired, afked, nor 
needful ; fuch Art is there in Precedent making! The Author toucheth no- 
thing concerning this London Exchequer, being a Paffage, as he might think, 
too much allied to fome other Proceedings, of Courtthip to the City, touched 
in another Place; and the rather becaufe the next Parliament rejeéted the 
fame Thing when it was offered, efteeming it an undutiful Affront to the 
King ; fo no Wonder this Author is filent in the Matter, 

CXV. I have endeavoured here to thew the true and falfe Colours which 
have fallen upon this great Affair of a@ual War with France; and not fo 
much to aceufe or excufe either Side, as to demonftrate the Author’s wilful 
Suppreffions, Concealments, and Diftortions, even, of public Tranfactions 
(whereof the Matters are not only regiftered, but are in Print) to ferve his 
Turn ; and that is manifeftly to fend off Scandal from his Party, and to di- 
vert the whole Flow of it upon the King and his Loyal Miniftry. For this 
Caufe it is, that he hath not only quite funk thofe Matters, or Paffages, 
that tend to jeftify, or that honour the King, but, contrarily, hath expofed 
fuch only as he gueffes may thew to Pofterity that his Majefty had (indeed) 
all along promifed fair to his Parliament, but, being in the French Plot, 
never performed any Thing: And, if the Parliament was backward in Sup- 
plies, it was becaufe the King was not to be trufted. But yet that-he fkip- 
ped at the Sound of a Money Bill; the very Chink of the Coin made him 
difband, or any Thing (though he got nothing by it) and that he lay lurking 
for fuch Advantages, And, at this Rate, he debafes his Majefty’s CharaGer 
and Honour, now about the general Condué of his Government, as elfe- 
where, about the Matter of the Plot, when his Majefty is dreffed up for a 
Ridiculer and Stifler, So much for the Author upon this Occafion. As for 
the Merits of this great Caufe of War and Peace, I leave it to the Indiffe- 
rent to cenfure, 

CXVI. It will be readily fuppofed that, after Matters came to this Height, 
and no lefs in other Inftances, as will be touched, Affronts given in the 
tendereft Parts, and publithed to the People, that this Parliament could be 
long lived. The Faétion could have been contented Money had never been 
given to difband the Army, and that they had lived, upon Rapine, with. 
out Pay, That Confequence had done as much Good as actual War ; for 
working the King out of all Credit with the People, was a grand Article of 
the Factious Game. But, at Length, the wifer Part of Mankind, as well 
within, as without Doors, thought it was neceflary to get the Army 
difbanded ; and in 1679, a Tax was given to be paid into the Exchequer, 
and iffued to Commiffioners for that Purpofe. But, in the mean Time, 
the Army was like a Sort of Venom in the State, that corrupted the AGi- 
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ons of diverfe well-meaning Men, to a perverfe Senfe, Jas I thewed before * 
when I fpoke of the foolifh running into the Meafures of Oates’s Plot. 
If I am thought a partial Reprefenter of the King’s A@ions, and that I have 
taken this Author to Tafk, in the Quality of a Controverfiallift (like him) 
for a Party and not Truth, let who will trace the Times by the Accounts 
in Print, to which I need not farther dire&, and cenfure me as freely, and 
find out what Patrons, Parties, Bargains, and Preferments I have to court 
for felfifh Ends; and then let me be expofed with the fame Acrimony, 
as when I fay, of this Author, that his Work is the Sum and Subftance of 
the Time-ferving Libels; and that himfelf is a compleat Artift at convert- 
ing Hiftorical Matter into Libel, or rather Libel into Compleat Hiflory, as he 
fronts it in the brazen Epigraph of his new Work. 
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CHAP. VII. 
Of Sedstions, Tumults, Abhorrences, and Accufations. 


I. UT now we are come upon the Subject of the Diffolution of this Long Parlia- 
long Parliament; and the Author, feeming to butk for Reafons, me" difol. 

touches diverfe, but, as his Way is, after all his fair Profers, pitches upon Author's Libel 

that which he thinks moft difgraceful to the King. He mentions the Cafe thereooThe 

of Danby, and Protection for the Popith Lords in the Tower ; and he is fure ered awe 

of the latter, faying, Zhe King all along frowned on the Evidence of the ter. 

Plot; which is falfe of his own thewing ; for, in forty Places, he makes the Page 368. 

King a Ridiculer; and, to fay Truth, his Majefty was much more apt to 

fmile than to frown; and, at Oates’s Blunders, he could fearce help laughing 

right out. But obferve the Cogency of this Argument, to prove the King 

diffolved the Parliament to protect the Popith Lords, which enters with a 

For be frowned on the Evidence, ergo, &c. But although it was certain 

for that Reafon, yet undoubtedly the greateft Reafon of all was to cover the 

Duke of York from the Refentments of the Commons, and the general In- 

dignation of the People. I believe few, in the King’s Place, would have 

been eafy ; nor could he well be fo, when he defired of all Things, and did 

all he could (but deliver up his Brother, and his Succeffion to the Crown, 

who had as much Right to follow him in the Defcent thereof, as he had 

to follow his Father) to keep fair with them ; and yet they prefled him with 

that Violence as was very hard to bear, as if he were to be compelled, rather 

than entreated. And, when in the Qualifications offered, which were Con- 

defcentions, in every wife Man’s Opinion, too much, and other Trials, he. 

had made a thorough Experiment if it were poffible to content them ; as he 

feemed defirous, and endeavoured by Expedients to reconcile Things, fo 
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~ much fiercer were théy in their Oppofition to his pofitive Determination ; and, 
inftead of eafing, the Batteries played more importunately upon him ; as if 
he were an obftinate Town to be taken by Affault. He muft have been a 
grand Infenfible if he could have born all this, and (defperate as he was of 
better Dealing from them) not think of a Diffolution, and then to call a 
new. Parliament, in which he might hope for better Weather. And there: 
was Reafon to expect fome Amendment of the Humour, as, in fome Re- 
{pects, did really happen; for it was apparent the King had more Friends, 
after he had been fo ill ufed by this Parliament, than he had before. For 
People were not fo ftupid as not to difcern them dropping the Matter of the 
Alliances, and going on to new and impratticable Conditions ; and then the 
very Terms of Peace ftrangely prefcribed. Thofe opening Paffages recon- 
ciled to the King the Favour of much the more fenfible, or reafonable, Part | 
of the Nation; and was the Rife of that Loyal Difpofition of the People, 
which, though not fo vifible and efficacious at firft, yet, from thenceforth, 
went continually improving, and, at length, bare-faced, bore all the adver. 
fary Part down before it. But, in the mean Time, the King, knowing 
his own Dealings with the Parliament to be fincere, and that the Returns he . 
met with (which he even to themfelves termed ill Ufage) were moft unfuitable, 
and that they would appear to all the World as they were, he had Reafon 
to hope the Country would be lefs violent in Elections; and the Men, to be 
fent up, more moderate than the former had been. But the Author here 
makes the Diffolution a pure Court Trick, to cover Criminals from the Law ; 
and, all in a Fury, alla Tragique, he rants it with his Refentments and In- 
dignations, bringing in his Party, which take the Place of the Generality 
of the People, to be his incenfed Furies, By all which Figures,‘one would 
think the poor King at the laft Gafp of his Authority and Politics, to lie thus 
at Fence and. Parry againft all this hellifh Rage, as, from his Defcription, I 
muft call it, 
The artificial - II. The Vacation of Parliament in 1678, was indeed a difmal one; for 
Diforderst@_ the Plot raged, and the Faction loud, and bufy at Work all over England, 
People and itt viribus. F remis, to influence the Elections for another to meet at Wef#- 
fluence Ele@ti- yyinffer, The King framing his new Council and Court, according to his 
King's Dre then Scheme, as well as he could to enervate the Force of his Enemies; 
ratives. the Earl of Effex put in the Front of the Treafury, Lord Shaft/bury Pre- 
fident of the Council, Sunderland Secretary. The public Prayers had been 
accommodated to the Plot; which is a common Method of inftilling chi- 
meric Dread into the Peoples Imaginations; as if the public Prayers were 
among the Impliments of Matchiavel. All populous Places were made un- 
quiet with artificial Fears and Jealoufies, animated by the Stage Drivers of 
Faction. _ I do not remember, at any Fime, 4 more hared and giddy Tem- 
per of the People, in general, than wasthen. Ail talked, and few knew. of 
what ; only there was a Catalogue of Words, that were mouthed about, in- 
ftead of Senfe, Truth, or fo much as good Manners, All Incidents were 
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made Wonders, and odd Accidents right down Prodigic# Of this Sort the 


Author remembers one to thew what Reafon the People had to dread the 


evil Times that were coming.’ It was a fad Omen, for, about Midwinter, 
January 12, upon Sunday at about ten in the Morning, was fo great and 
Jadden a Darknefs in London and Weltminfter, that the People (at Church) 
could not read in their Bibles, and were not-able in the Streets to diftinguifh 
one Perfon from another; and then fays, that.the Darknefs was greater than 
under the great Solar Eclipfe that denominated Black Monday. ‘To what 
End is this Magnifying, fo prodigioufly, 2 common Accident in London, 
there being feldom a Winter without it? For, when a common Milt mixes 
with the Coal Smoak, it muft be fo, and, out of Town, where is no Smoak, 
it is not half fo much, But the People then were to be frighted with fome- 
what, and this, at that Time, ferved to fome Purpofe, and now the Author 
tells it to no Purpofe. In Livy the Ox fpoke, but, here, the Awthor {peaks 
any Thing whereby People may be deluded, 

III. Next comes an hard ftrained Scandal. The Middlefex Juftices were 
complained of for being too flack in putting the Penal Laws in Execution 5 
and the King, by his Proclamation, quickens them, and alfo calls all his 
Subjects out of foreign Seminaries, It is. likely the Juftices might not hold 
Pace with the Teafers of the Plot, who would let no Sort of People, of that 
Sort, reft, fcarce foreign Merchants ; and it is not every one’s Humour to be 
pleafed with perpetual Hunting and Tormenting any People againft whom no 
criminal Accufation came; but, for their better Diretion, fome Queries were 
put forth and refolved by the Judges, touching the Cafe of foreign Mer- 
chants, how far obnoxious to the Penal Laws. Now cannot I, for my Life, 
find out which way this particular Incident, relating to foreign Merchants, 
fhould infer a general Scandal upon the Government, as the Author, after 
his ufual Way of arguing from one to many, hath brought forth, though 
directly contrary to the Tenor of what was done. For, fays he, after rhe 
rifing of the Parliament, there feemed to be a Difpofition in the Court to 


relax the many Orders that had been lately given for putting all the Laws. 


in Execution againft the Roman Catholics, Now this is fo contrary to 
Truth, as it is fure the Faction were, at that Time, almoft in Poffeffion 
of the Miniftry, and would puth thofe Matters home enough. And the 
King alfo would then give no Umbrage of any of this Seeming or Difpof- 
tion, if he had any; becaufe he defired not to give an Advantage againft 
himéelf at the enfuing Eleétion, as all Handles, of that Kind, had done, and 
this Infinuation, thallow as. it is, in fome Meafure, did. But we have a 
Specimen here of the Author's Hiftory, which may be termed to be of 
oe and Difpofitions, for it is not of Facts in any Manner diftinguith- 
able. 


IV, It will not be a Wonder, fince the fame Methods, as for.diverfe Years 
’ had been ufed for filling Vacencies, in the long Parliament, with Numbers 
averfe to the Court, were now urged with a more flaming Diligence, that the 
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Effects thereof thdtla appear in the Temper of the now enfuing Parlia- 
ment; and, as Things then ftood, there was no View of a Poffibility but 
that almoft every Election, to any future new Parliament, would be yet 
worfe for the Court. Which Confideration made the Faétion not be fatif 
fied with what they had got, but longed to be at it again and again; for, 
although this new Parliament, in the main, was lefs with the Court than 
the former, yet fo many Men of great Eftates and Value were returned, as 
would not fall ftraight to Root and Branch Work, which the Faétion de- 
fired they fhould. And there was a dreadful Poffibility, that, after the In- 
toxication of the Plot was fpent, they might fall in with the King, as the 
long Parliament (after having been very troublefome) often did; and then all 
the Fat was in the Fire, There were fome Dawnings of this in the Que- 
ftion, which was not carried for chequering the difbanding Money into the 
Chamber of London, as, for pure Diftruft of the King, was done in the laft 
to his great Difhonour, though it came to nothing, And the Sound, xo 
Popery, no Prefbytery, was often obferved almoft to fill the Houfe, which 
was cattiva Mufica to the Party. All thefe bad Signs of this, together with 
the Profped of a more towardly Choice in the next Parliament, made the 
Faction, and efpecially the Earl of Efex, whom the King could not but - 
think his Freed, fet to their Shoulders; and they ceafed not till they got the 
Parliament diffolved, and another f{ummoned to meet in Odfober 1679. This 
fhort Life made it be called the Little Weftminfter Parliament. It was not 
likely to be long lived when they ftumbled at the Threfhold, in a Diffe- 
rence about the Speaker. For Seymour (as I take it) being chofen, did not 
difable himfelf as the Form is; whereupon the King did not accept of him, 
and fent them to choofe another. But then not only the Freafury, but the 
Council, as I noted, had been reformed, and Perfons taken in, whofe Po- 
licy lay in getting another Choice; and they were not deceived in their 
Meafures on that Side, but it was well there was one above them. While 
this little Parliament fat, they followed the chief Points that depended in 
the former, as the Plot, Danby’s Cafe, and the Bill of Exclufon, which 
latter was read a fecond Time, but not without great Oppofition ; and that 
Circumftance was not wholefome. In that Manner Things moved awkardly. 
There were diverfe Incidents, in and about this little Parliament, that fprang 
from {mall Beginnings, and, at firft, were particular, but, in Procefs, be- 
came more general, and, at length, interefted Parties, and even the Govern- 
ment itfelf. I think fit to take up fome of thefe from their firft Embryos, 
as, in the Way of my Converfation, they came to my Knowledge; and, 
confidering where they ended, I lefs fcruple to relate when and how they 
began, For I conceive the whole Detail of them, for the Learning of Fa- 
tion, worth a Relation; and the rather becaufe the Author here, who is 


fo full of creeping Slanders, can difcern no Paffages, however tall, if they 
are of another Complection. ; 
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V. And this will give me Accefs to that other Branchfof the factious Art 
which I faid wrought upon Perfons; as for Things, we have had a great 
Share, but more will follow in Courfe. But now we are to confider that 
the Removing, from the King’s Prefence and Counfels, bad Men, that is 
fuch as were loyal and able to ferve well, and planting others there of a 
better Character, that is Men in League ({ecretly at leaft) with the Faction, 
who would difcover, betray, and, all the while, flatter in Netes above Ela, 
was a moft neceflary Mana fhent if ever they intended to do any Good, 
viz. bring the King into utter Diftrefs. The former of thefe Sorts of Men 
were Favourers of Popery (forfooth) Friends to France, of Arbitrary Prin- 
ciples, and the like, or, ina Word, iilMen. The others were Patriots, and 
zealous for the Proteftant Religion and Liberty, Haters of France, Popery, 
and Arbitrary Power, or, as aptly, ina Word, good Men. Thefe were the 
Terms of Art which paffed for Diftinction, when it was the Mode to hold 
forth Words inftead of Things, or, at leaft, to call Things by wrong Names. 
And, under this Conduét, it was one great Care that Men might fuffer, or 
be protected, according as they were ill or good Men. Therefore Ways 
were found out to fcreen the former from the Law, whatever the Offences 
were, and, on the other Side, by all Means poffible, treacherous or direét, 
to mortify, confound, and deftroy, all thofe who, in or out of Places, were 
capable and active in oppofing the fa€tious Game ; efpecially if they were 
found fincere and inflexible in Principles on the loyal Side. Much of this 
Trade lies couched in the Hiftory of Ignoramus, of which, Part is done 
with, and the reft is to come; and we {hall -alfo hear of a Sort of People 
called Abhorrers, publicly proclaimed, with ftentorophonic Tube, by that 
honourable Title, It is a Word of Darknefs, and will require much explain- 
ing to enlighten; and not without a Serics of Tranfactions done above Ground, 
which, for the Oddnefs and Importance of them, will hardly ever receive an 
adequate Defcription in Hiftory. However, I purpofe to throw in my Mite 
towards it; and the rather becaufe this compleat Author before us hath fo 
little that Way, as fcarce rifeth to the State of fo much as a Mifreprefentation. 

VI. So now, being to enter upon a wild Ramble of a meandrous Defign, 
I thall take a Rife from a Paffage in the Author, where he givesan Account, 
That in the Heats and Fatigues of profecuting the Popifh Plot, Sir William 
Jones, the Attorney General, befought the King that he might refign bis 
Place, That Favour was granted him, and he « was difmifled. His Succef- 
for was Sir Crefwell Levinz, of whom I fhall have fomewhat to fay after- 
wards. The very next Paragraph tells us of the Refigning of the Earl of 
Effex, the chief Commiffioner of the Treafury. Why thefe two extraor- 
dinary Perfons timed their Going out fo lovingly together, I may thew in 
another Place, With the Leave of Order I fhall here adventure a fhort In- 
fpetion into the Aétions and Characters of fome Perfons, Profeffors of the 
Law, which may tend to elucidate certain dark Doings. And firft of 
Sir William ones, who betook himfelf to the Parliament Employ, and 

Sff2 hath 
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hath the Honour tg.be mentioned in this Hiftery on ‘fome other Occafions. 
One is for a very mutinous Speech in the Oxford Parliament on the Sub- 


"jet of miflaying the Bill of the Diffenters, as it was called, for repealing 


the 35 Eliz. The Author is never wanting to ferve himfelf of fuch Op- 


’ portunities. In fhort, the Bill pafled the Commons in the foregoing Wef- 


His Steps, af 
ter he left the 
Court, were 
unlucky, and 
raking Cold, 
eicd at Mr, 

Liasebhdta §. 


minfter Parliament, and, when the King came to the Houfe to determine 
the Seffions, the Bill was not to be found. Another Occafion is a Paffage 
taken out of a Book, faid to be wrote by hin, to juftify the two (then 
ftyled) laft Parliaments, which were the Oxford and that at We/minfter 
next before it; and to anfwer the Reafons in the King’s Declaration for dif 
folving them: In which Undertaking he had great Reafon, becaufe he was 
one of the chief Aétors to bring on the Extremities that fell out in thofe 
Times, Whoever perufeth that Book, fhall find it one entire begging of the 
Queftion, from the Beginning to the End, even, of the whole Matter in Dif 
pute, as it ruins through the Whole, viz.. The Popifh-Plot and its Attendants, 
with the Confequences, as Popery, France, Arbitrary Power, and the reft 
of the factious Cant at that Time; the Verity of all fuch Suppofitions de 
nied, off drops the Vizor, and a Face of Straw appears. He was famed, 
or elfe defamed, for another Book entitled Advice to Grand Furies, men- 
tioned elfewhere. But, for certain, after his Refignation, he flew into all 
the Extremes againft the Court, fuch as we fhall declare from the Memorials 
of the two Parliaments. And, at the Oxford Parliament, when the Black 
Rod knocked at the Door, he was in the Midft of a Speech to inflame the 
Houfe upon the Subject of Fitzbarris; proving that the Houfe might im- 
peach Commoners, and anfwering the Objections from Magna Charta, 
viz. - “per judicium parium,” he was coming to the * Lex. Terra”, 
and was interrupted by the Diffolution, I could have beer: -content it had 
ftaid a little longer, that his whole Argument might have come to us; be- 
caufe the Strength of the Objection, which he was a going to an{wer, lies 
in this, viz. that Lex Terre is not contrary to, nor doth repeal or reftrain 
the Yudicium parium, but both are of abfolute Extent, the former as to 
Fat, and the other as to the Law, when the Fact is ftated. The former is 
guilty or not guilty, that is per judicium pariue ; but there may be other 
Pleas, as Mifnomer, Demurrers, Exceptions, Pardons, and Confeffions, upon 
which the Iffue is wholly to the Court; as alfo the Punifhment after Verdict 
of the Peers, and all that refers to the Lex Terr@. So as, by that Diftin@ion in 
Magna Charta, the Offices of the Jury, and of the Court, one for Fact, and 
the other for Law, are kept diftin@. And another Objection was to be an- 
fwered, which is, that, by an Impeachment and Judgment of the Lords, a 
Commoner is deprived of his legal Challenges, But the Officer prevented 

this Piece of Learning from coming to us with the other printed Debates. 
VII. I am perfuaded that, being in Place, he was very weary of the Plot 
Profecutions, as he was afterwards of being among the Heads of a Faction 
againft the Court in which he had ferved: The former was obnoxious to 
uneafly 
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uneafy Reflections, that, if out of Ardor he exceeded,. innbcent Blood might 
be in the Rear of him; and the other touched his Reputation, as not con- 
fiftent with the Decorum of a Servant, who, though never fo ill ufed, 
‘, fhould not publicly fly in his guondam,Mafter’s Face. All which Mat- 
ters muft needs be weighed by one ‘Of his Penetration and Judgment, 
and who was no ill Man at the Bottom, though unhappily miftaken in his 
Conduct, And I verily age ar all along, he aimed ata certain Poft 
in Re Law, then filled by théLord Chief Juftice North, and directed all 
his Steps towards it, propofing to himfelf, in acquiring that, to compafs his 
final and retired Settlement; but he was difappointed, and that encreafed the 
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Uneafinefs of his Mind, according as the Profers, he had made towards it, . 


were violent and irregular: All which Myftery I hope to -refolve: clearly 
before I have done. After the Oxford Parliament, he did not appear much 
abroad. He hated Shaftsbury, and, notwithftanding Party Work, .would 
not willingly come into the Room where he was.’ His perfonal Gravity-and 
Virtue was great, and he could not bear fuch’a flirting Wit and Libertine 
as the other was, He had a great Value for Mr. Hambden, and ufed to mag- 
nify his Father as the greateft Man, for Senfe and Forefight, that was con- 
cerned againft King Charles I, And not without Reafon; for he knew all 
‘that litigating in Parliament would (as was intended) end in open Rebellion; 
therefore he was in with the firft, and took a Regiment, but was killed be- 
times, elfe he might have had the Poft of Cromwell upon more generous 
Terms, Sir Wiliam ‘Sfones was at a Meeting at Mr. Hambden’s Houfe in 
Buckingham/fbire, where feveral of the moft confiding Men of the Faction 
affembled to confult of the common Affair; whether before or. after the 
Rye Difcovery, I cannot tell, but, either Way, it muit fit hard upon 
Sir William ‘fones’s Spirits, who, being a Lawyer, and, as I faid, in the 
general, no. bad Man, was for doing his Work the formal Way, and. hated 
Violence. So that knowing the horrid Confequences and Hazzards of that 
Pilot, which could be no Secret to him, the Thoughts of it were a Bur- 
then to his Mind. And it is faid an unaired Bed gave him a great Cold; 


under which Infliction, having Lead at his Heart, Nature wanted Force to - 
mafter the Diftemper; fo it turned to a malignant Fever and carried him . 


off, 

VII, He was a Perfon of a very clear Underftanding, and (if poffibley 
clearer Expreffion ; wherein he was affifted with an extraordinary Opinion 
he had of both, as alfo of his own general Worth, for that was his Foible. 
He was extremely proud, and impatient of Competition, and much more 
of being left behind, as it was his Chance to be in the Courfe of his Pre- 
ferment, whereby he miffed of his defired Poft. And that partly oecafioned 
a Sort of Reftlefsnefs, which made him commit feveral grofs Errors in the 
main Chances of his Life. His Felicity was never to be difturbed in fpeak- 
ing, nor, by any Audience or Emergence, put by the Forecaft and Con- 
nection of his Thoughts; but dilated with a Conftancy,. Steddinefs, and De~ 

liberation 
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liberation admirable in his Way ; fo that, in {peaking as Counfel, one might 
miftake him for the Judge. He affected fomewhat of the ruftic Phrafe of 
his own Country, which was Gloucefterfhire; as, to Inftance ina Word, 
Althoff inftead of Although, as we pronounce, which was no Difadvantage, - 
but rather fet him off. He ftudied ‘the Law in Gray's Inn, and rofe firtt in 
the King’s Bench PraQice. He affected alfo general Learning, as Hiftory 
and Theology, and, as great Men ables their Vanities, his was so 
profefs of that Sort more than belonged to Him. And accordingly he chofe 
his Company, who were, for the moft Part, Divines, fuch as were moit 
eminent in his Time, as Ti/lotfon, &c. and I dare fay they profited more 
in his Company, than he in theirs, I have touched his Felicities 3 his Infe- 
licity was a Penchant towards the Anticourt, or rather Republican, Party; 
and confequently muft be a Favourer of Nonconformity ; for Oppofites to 
Government, of all Kinds, feem to make but one Party. Whatever his 
Thoughts were, it is certain this Courfe was wholly out of the Way of his 
Aims. He had another great Difadvantage, which was Timidity ; he could 
not fupport himfelf under any Apprehenfion of Danger. Once, being at 
his Houfe at Hampfead, about the Beginning of Oates’s Difcovery, whe- 
ther for real or affected Fear he knew beft, but its certain he fent an Ex. 


. prefs to his Houfe in London, to have all his Billets removed out of his 
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Cellars into his back Yard, left the Papifts, with Fireballs thrown in, 

fhould fet his Houfe on Fire, And, as he was apt to be dejected upon me- 

lancholy Reflections, fo, on the other Side, he was commonly elated and 

triumphant when he had fairer Profpeéts. But his greateft Misfortune was 

his miftaken Politics; for he thought the Crown muft needs, at Length, 

truckle to the Houfe of Commons: But this Error being common to the 

whole Faétion with whom he converfed, it is no Wonder it infected him. 

But, of this, more afterwards; at prefent, we leave him in Poffefiion of : 
the capital Pra@tice in the Court of King’s Bench, wherein he was ftated 

before he had any Preferment. 

IX. After the happy Reftauration of King Charles II. Sir Feoffrey Palmer 
was the firft Attorney General, and held the Place to the Time of his 
Death. He wasa Man of great Ability in the Law, and, in that Profeffion, 
was what a Lawyer fhould be, that is Mafter of, and not fuperior to, fo as 
to defpife, the Learning of his own Profeffion. But yet his Wifdom and 
Generofity were incomparable. During all the Troubles of the Times, 
he lived quiet in the Temple, a profeffed and known Cavalier; and no 
Temptation of Fear or Profit ever fhook his Principle. He lived then in 
great Bufinefs of Conveyancing, and had no Clerks but fuch as were ftri@ 
Cavaliers, ‘One I have heard was fo rigid, that he could never be brought 
to write Oliver with a great O, And it was faid the Attorney chofe to 
purchafe the Manner of Charleton, becaufe his Mafter’s Name founded in 
the Style of it. Such Amufements may be allowed te pleafe and divert a 
zealous old Gentleman, that lived to fee and enjoy the Fruits of all his ho- 


neft 
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neft Ambition, When he was firft made Attorney Gerreral, he had Means, 
by the univerfal Renewal of Grants, and the Floating of all Manner of Con- 
cerns of the Crown, which, fettling, maft pafs by him, to have amaffed 
vaft Wealth, as others have done, and dp. But he was mindful of his old 
\Friends the Cavaliers, and, esha them their Fees; and not only 
‘to fuch as he knew poor, for a Sor Charity, but to others, that had lefs 
Need, out of Generofity, and 36% Mark of his Friendfhip, and Recogni- 
tios of their Merits. It wa%affirmed that the Patents granted to General 
Monk, paffing his Office, came to near 2500/. in Fees, and, for Honour 
and Gratitude, he took not a Penny for himfelf. Such Inftances are rare; 
and no Wonder, for, in our Days, the like would fail of due Applaufe, 
and be defpifed as a foolifh Weaknefs. It was obferved that all thofe Per- 
fons, that were in his Converfation or Acquaintance, as well as Employ- 
ment, were not only Loyal, but, in all other Refpects, very worthy Men, 
and fuch as adhered to him to the laft Hour of his Life, and, after he was 
gone, kept their Integrity and Refolution to the End of their own; for 
very few, if any, of them are yet living. He was a great Lover of his 
Profeffion, and took a Pleafure to encourage young Students, and adinitted 
diverfe of them, in his Society of the Middle Temple, to have Accefs to him 
at Evenings, and to converfe familiarly with him; and he was not only af- 

fable, but condefcended to put Cafes, as they term it, with them. . 
X. Amongft this Company there was one whom Mr. Attorney was plea- 
fed to call (as he was at fome remote Diftance) his Coufin, This was 
Mr. Francis North, the fecond Son of the Lord North, who afterwards 
run through all the Degrees of Preferment in the Law, and died with the 
Great Seal in his Cuftody. It was his good Fortune to fall in the Way of 
fo good a Man, and one who could difcern a Genius like to prove eminent in 
the Law. And, upon that Account, the young Gentleman became a parti- 
cular Favourite of the Attorney’s; and, after he was called to the Bar, no 
Advantage in Practice was wanting, that Mr, Attorney could provide for 
him. And, Lowever fuch Helps have the Credit of making Mens Fortunes, 
yet the Perfons muft be capable, or all is loft; as it is to no Purpofe to 
give a Tinéture of fome Colours to Cloth, before it is prepared and made 
apt to take the Dye. Mr. Attorney’s Favours were not mifpladed, nor 
_ was his own Turnill ferved. For when, by Reafon of his great Age and 
Infirmities, he could not attend in Weftminfter-Hall, to give Anfwers to the 
Court of King’s Bench in Caufes of the Crown that depended, he ufed to 
call for his Coufin North, and tell him what he fhould fay in his Name 
to the Court; which he always puntually performed, to the Satisfaction of 
the Court, and Content of the Attorney. It fell out that he had fo much of 
this Employment, that Mr. Sones was difturbed, as at one treading upon 
his Heels in the Bufinefs of that Court; and, on thofe Occafions, would 
often turn back and afk, What Mr. Deputy Attorney General had ue Say; 
adding 
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adding through the Nofe, When ‘are you to be fworn of the King’s Counjil? 
or fome fuch grave Refle€tion, of! which the By-ftanders took Notice.: 

XI. A Jeft may be a true Prefage, as fell ont concerning this young 
Gentleman. For, when the eae Soe of the Lord Hollis and others (the - 
five Members of famous Menor iat by Writ of Error from the King’s / 
Bench to the Houfe of Lords, to révecfe a Judgment given in that Court: 
upon an Information for the Riot in holding he Speaker down in his Chay 
(which was done that fuch a Precedent again the Privilege of Parliament, 
as it was accounted, might not lie out unreverfed) and the Caufe was to be 
argued for the King in the Houfe of Lords againft (in Effect) the Com- 
mons; Mr. Attorney was at a Lofs whom to employ to argue. The higher 
Form of.the Lawyers were either in the Houfe, or declined it; for it was 
a Caufe not only of great Expectation, but of Terror alfo, And, at Length, 
he pitched upon Mr, North as the only Perfon he could influence, and 
rely on, in iuch a weighty Matter; and accordingly required him to do it: 
But not without convincing Réafons that it was much for his Intereft to ap- 
pear for. the King on that Occafion. He thereupon argued, and fo well, that 
the Lords generally took great Notice of him, and enquired who that 
young Gentleman was; and, being informed he was a Nobleman’s younger 


‘Son, fuch Hopes were conceived of him, that fome of the Court recom- 


mended him to the King, and he was forthwith made one of his Majetty’s 
Counfel extraordinary ; which was a very great Preferment at that Time, 
becaufe there was no other, but, fince, they have been more frequent. It, 
is obvious how much a Pafs of this Nature advanced this Gentleman’s 
Reputation, which foon eftablifhed him in capital Bufinefs: For one, qua- 
lified as he was, loft no Ground, but, what he got, he maintained with Ad-~ 
vantage. This Preferment of Mr. North, which gave him the Title to be 
within the Bar, and was literally a fkipping over Mr. Sones’s Head, who 
continued on the Outfide, was very crofs to his Humour, and we may guefs 
made him think of cultivating an Intereft at Court to fet himfelf right as 
foon as Occafion profered, ~ 
‘XII. There was noted a remarkable Oppofition in the Charaéters of thofe 
two rifing Gentlemen. Mr. North was modeit to a Weaknefs, and even in 
his latter Days, when he fat at the Helm of State, as to Concerns of the 
Law, he had not the Honour to be thought confident enough for the Court. 
This Infirmity, in his Youth, fat fo hard upon his Spirits, that, if the Strength + 
of his Reafon, and the Neceffity of his private Affairs, had not forced him 
to Compliarfte, he had funk in Diffidence of himéfelf. But, having once 
conquered the defperate Point, and ufed himfelf to {peak in public, it turned 
to a greater Grace in him than otherwife had been; and it added much to 
a certain amiable Afpect and Behaviour as was naturalto him, There can 
be no Doubt but his Skill in the Law was inferior to none; for he run an 
whole Courfe of Preferments and Trufts in the Law and Juftice, from the 
jeaft to the greateft, without committing any Error remembered (juftly) 
to 


Cuar. VIL EXAMEN. st 


to his Difadvantage, He was alfo a gepfral Scholar, Maller of the chicf 
European Languages, a good Hiftorian,{ 4nd an accomplifhed Virtuofo in 
the beft Senfe of the Word; for he wa acquainted with all the Ingenuities 
extant in his Time, and, accordingly wi 


fas valued, and his Converfation 
courted by the Chief Artifts of all Rjnds, The Felicity of his Temper 
appeared in nothing more eminent 


an in his ordinary Converfation ; for 
bis Difcourfe was flowing ange€aly, fo as any one, without Difficulty, 
might go along with him, afd feldom have Occafion to afk a Queftion, but 
to draw more Difcourfe from him, He went always as ncar to the Truth 
of Things as might be, and his Images or Defcriptions of Things were 
appofite, native, and intelligible. His Words apt, Style friendly, and Inter- 
tions always reafonable, All his Adtions fhewed him to be a common 
Friend, and reconciled a general Fricndfhip to him, fuch as ftood him in 
good Stead when there was Need. 

XIIL. His Inclinations were always to Loyalty, and his Corftancy and i! 
Steddinefs to his Principles declared that his Judgment was acyordingly ; i 
though, accidentally, it proved to be his Intereft alfo in the Wayrof Pre- 
ferment, however the Outfide of Affairs, or Popularity, feemed to’ invite Paiste in 
the other Way. And fo few Gentlemen of the Law were noted for Loyalty Gieesel. 
{I ufe the Word of that Time) that it was made a Wonder at Court that 2 
young Lawyer fhould be fo, The Reafon was becaufe, at the Time of the 
Reftauration, the Profeffion, that commonly follows the Encouragements, 
was not well furnithed with Cavaliers; and the chief Practice fell into the 
Hands of thofe who before had the Vogue ; although fome of them, by Vir- 
tue of the Act of Indemnity, efcaped practifing at the Crown Bar, as De- 

‘fendants for themfelves. This made it a Fafhion, for thofe that rofe up 
under them, to be againft the Court ; for they would allow noneelfe to be 
good Lawyers: Which was a Prejudice that only great Abilities, with fome 
Favour, could rife up againft. But, as for Mr. North, as he began, fo he 
continued, through very great Oppofition, in all the Courfe of his Life, 
which concluded in the Culmen of his Honour, a Felicity that happens to 
few. And it is truly to be faid of him, that he never was retrograde in any 
Senfe, but as, on the one Side, no Means of Courtfhip, Menace, Flattery, 
or Abnfe, ever made him give the leaft Countenance to Faction, or any 
Sort of Non-conformity ; fo, on the other Side, no Authority, Intereft, or 
Inducement, ever inclined him to give his Judgment for Favour, Party, or, 
in any Sort, contrary to his Opinion of the Law. And after all Sorts of 
Experiments made upon him, as well by Court Intereft as by Faétion, ‘to 
whoje Mealures he was an utter Enemy, yet even the latter allowed him to 
be a moft excellent Jufticiar, And one Thing he had, very rarely found 
in afcrupulous Judge, and that was Affability and Patience, as well out of, 
as in, his Seat of Juftice. For he was not rough and imperious when Men 
{poke impertinently or indecently to him, even of Matters depending before 
him; but took Care in his judicial Sentences, that they fhould know that 
tt 
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their Labour was Joft, In a Word, whether it was the Strength of his 
Judgment, Humanity, or good Fortune, or all together, that guarded him, 
it is certain, as I faid before, that, in his whole Life, through foul Wea- 
ther and fair, and in the niceft of*imes, he committed no Errors in Judg- 
ment or Miniftry to give Advantyge of Crime or Obloguy againft him , 
more than any other Man, in his ever did. But one (and a @reat* 
one it was) he always owned to have cdPagitted to his Infinite Prejudice? 
and repented of it accordingly; and that wis accepting the Great Stal, 
After which he ufed to fay to his Friends, That he knew not one comfort- 
able Minute in all the reft of bis whole Life. 1 had not faid fo much of 
this noble Perfon and his Character, but for Confutation of this Author, 
who is not pleafed to mention him but once (unlefs it were in tranfcribing: 
his Catalogue of Preferments out of the Gazette) and that is for affixing a 
fcandalous Lye on Purpofe, as he vainly thinks, to vilify the Memory of fo 
great a Miufter and Judge as he was, And I fhall fall upon that, when it 
will lefs jaterrupt the Courfe I am engaged in, 

XI1V“So to return to thefe two eminent Perfons in the Law, which I 
left di¥ided, the better to diftinguith their very oppofite Charaéters, I muft 
now bring them together again, asto what was due to both, and ought not 
to be forgot; which is, that they were both eminent for Probity in all in- 
different Matters, very regular Livers, and kept good Order in their Fami-. 
lies, without any Vice or Scandal whatever. Mr. North lived more equal 
than the other; for he, in all his Stages, kept a plentiful Houfe, hofpi- 
table and plain; Mr. Sfones, a great While, lived very privately, till he was 
made Attorney General, and then all at once over greatly. And one Thing 
betwixt them was admirable, which is, that, notwithftanding Succefies of 
Preferments created Uneafinefles (on one Side at leaft) and, Tempers con- 
fidered as well as Principles, it was naturally impoffible there fhould be any 
great Intimacy, but rather the contrary, yet both were fo wife as to main- 
tain a fair Correfpondence; and although, in the Courfe of their Practice, 
they were often chofen on Purpofe to refift each other, efpecially in hot 
factious Caufes, yet they never clafhed in Words, or made any Shew of pri- 
vate Animofity, as commonly, in fuch Cafes, is done with great Noife and 
Indecency. But they converfed, vifited, and entertained familiarly; though 
lefs frequent after the Times grew hot, and Preferment of the one made a 
greater Diftance between them. Some, that loved to obferve the Behaviour 
of eminent Perfons, found out, that, after Mr. North had got much the 
Start of the other (being a Chief in Weffminfler-Hall, and a Privy Coun- 
fellor) it was a Symptom either of fome great Succefs in the Public on the 
factious Side, or Expectation that Way, when ones made the other a Vifit; 
and, on thofe Occafions, he feldom failed ; his Defign being, with the art- 
ful Turns of his Difcourfe, either to triumph or learn, but feldom gained 
mach ; of which Affairs more hereafter, 









XV. The 
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XV. The firft Preferments in the Lay, that fuited the Pretenfions of Weis Com- 
thefe Gentlemen, fell void upon the Deffh of Mr. Attorney General Pal- Beyious tor 
mer; for Sir Heneage Finch, then the Solicitor General, fucceeded him, anj Mr.north 
and the Queftion came who fhould sofas Solicitor. The Point lay be- ree 
tween Mr. North and Mr. Sones; thgegormer had the beft Intereft ; but it ee 

}fell out that the Duke of Buckinghgas*was potent, being, as I faid before, 
a Sort of primier Minifter; “he, for Party, ftood up very ftiff for 
‘y. Jones. He was fa prefyfig, and ftuck fo clofe in his Applications to 
the King, as gave his Majefty a great Deal of Trouble; for he did not 
ufe to contradi@ thofe whom he trufted, and yet would not affront 
Mr. North, whofe Pretenfions were faireft. So an Expedient was found, 
which was the making Sir Edward Turner, then Speaker of Parliament, 
Solicitor General.” And, about fix Months, after Sir Edward Turner was 
made Lord Chief Baron, whereupon Mr. North readily fucceeded him in 
the Solicitor’s Place, and Mr. ‘fones was fworn of the Kiftg’s Counfel. 
Afterwards Sir Heneage Finch was preferred to the Great Seal, 
Attorney General’s Place fell void; and the new Lord Keeper Fagcd, being 
afked who fhould fucceed him, anfwered, Who fhould be Captain 
Lieutenant ? So Mr, North (then Sir Francis) was made Attorney Gene-+ 
ral, and Mr. Sones (then Sir William) was made Solicitor General; fo all 
was quiet and. eafy. And thefe two lived very fairly, without Trouble or 
Offence to each other upon Account of different Opinions, or otherwife, 
for diverfe Years together. But when Vaughan, then Lord Chief Juftice 
of the Common Pleas, died, there were diverfe Pretenders; but it was looked 
upon tobe a Right of Mr, Attorney General to have the Profer of it. That 
Place is the moft defireable of any for a good Lawyer to retire into ; for the 
Profits are great, and the Court not harraffed with Caufes criminal, touch+ 
ing the Crown and Government, as the King’s Bench is; of which the 
Chief Juftice always defires to be preferred downwards to the other. 
Sir William Sones (as1 faid) had taken this Poft into his Eye, and made 
it the Center of his Ambition; and difcovered as much, by making it fre- 
quently a Subject to talk of its Advantages: And, accordingly, all the 
Aétions of his Life were dire€ted in fuch Manner, as he judged moft to 
compafs his Defires; wherein his chief Error was in being too hafty and im- 
patient in his Endeavours to obtain that defireable Poft, 

XVI. But it fell out that Mr. Attorney North had the Afcendant at that mr. Nar, 
Time, and, without any Delay, or much Application, he had the Proferof ae juice 
it, though diverfe powerful Solicitations were made to hinder it; and fome son Pitas. aoa 
even to himfelf to refufe it, which he thought not fit to do, becaufe the Fozes_Anor- 
Attorney General’s Place is very nice and fatiguefome, and the other quiet, {17 tein 
though of lefs Value by 2000/7. per Annum; Money well laid out in the tent, afd _ 
Change. Hereupon Sir William Sfones was made Attorney General, and hig 
had, to comfort him, the Advantage in Profit, But yet, having the Op- pice iby face 
tion, he would have quitted the greater for the lefs, as the other did. And tious Means. 

Ttt2 then 
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. then it refed for-him only to expe@ the next Vacancy; which to fall, or 
otherwife to bring about, was th\whole Scope of his future Government 
of himfelf, as will appear from the following Proceedings, For the Sake 
of which, and the better to intezpget the myfterious Part of them, I have 
enlarged upon the Cicomtince ibe two Gentlemens feveral Advance- 
ments, more, perhaps, than may sgought needful, or pertinent to the 
Defign I am upon. I (hall infiit chieflypon two Incidents; the one w: 

a Caufe famous in We/fminfler-Hall, by the*Names of Soams and Berke 
difton, and the other known all over England by the Title of Abborring ; 

which latter will take in a great Deal more than concerns the immediate 
View, and fhall have the Honour of a diftin@ Account in a fit Place, at- 
tended with all the Circumftances and Chara@ters that belong to it. But the 
other we will take up here. It had a mean Beginning, but fpread like an 

ill Weed, and troubled the Courts of Law, and, at Length, both Houfes of 
Parliament, 51 fhall therefore deal with it hiftorically from the firft to the 

laft Motio £ it had. And with Reafon good, fince the Author before us. 
fometingy to bad Purpofe, will be nibbling at Law Cafes, but here is filent 
though“it was a moft famous and long agitated factious Caufe: But it 

ended“not well for his Turn, and would not ftand in his {candalous Verfe ; 

for what was he to gain in relating Events that juftified thofe whom he racks. 
his Brains to defame? 

lection for XVII. In the Year ——, a Writ iffwed for eledting a Knight of the Shire: 

Suffolk untor- for the County of Suffolk, directed to the then Sherriff, one Sir William Soams 

SiWilim Of Harley. ‘ThisSherriff had but a {mall Ettate, and that not clear; but 

soams tk he was a very honeft Gentleman, and, in his Nature, extraordinary mild, 

Sherriff or rather weak, which rendered him abfolutely unfit for a Buttle as fell to- 
his Share. And admitting it had been his ill Chance to have erred, in the: 
Execution of his Office, in the Conduét of an EleGtion, or determining a 
nice Point the wrong Way (of which the Law finally acquitted him) yet, 
confidering his Charaéter, he was.an Object rather of Pity, than of fuch 
Perfecution as fell upon him. For he was not only innocent, but almioft: 
incapable of having an indireét Defign or Malice; and his Enemies-ftuck. 
not in Difcourfe to acquit him of all that. But he had offended the Faction, 
and then was condemned to bear all the Efforts of their Avarice, Rage, and 
Revenge. And, although vindicated in the End, yet was little lefs than. 
crufhed by the Charge and Diforder of the Proceeding againft him, of which 
I am aboit to give an Account. 

Cendhdates XVIII. At the Election the Candidates were the, now, Earl of Dyfert, 

ord Hantag- then Lord. Huntingtour, and Sir Samuel Bernardifion. The former had. 

7 the Gentry of the Country, and all the Church and Loyal Party entirely ; 

the other had, as entirely, all the Diffenters, Se¢taries, and faGtious People 

* of all Sorts, who were generally Manufacturers, Traders, and Rabble. The 

Eleétion was looked upon as a Trial of Strength of Parties; and both Sides 
muttered. all their Farces, but the latter had the Adjun& of the non-voting: 


Mob, 
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Mob, who made more. Noife and Stir than all the reft.. The Affembly was ~ 
at Ip/wich, and, during the Poll, there ¢2me down upon the Sherriff and_ 
the Lord Huntingtour’s Party, a difordely Rout. of Seamen and all Sorts 
of rude Rabble, with great Sticks and Cbs, making a fearful Noife, ufing 
Violence to all that ftood in their Way ae knocking many down, as could 
rot be checked by any Means of Ay cQsrity or Perfuafion. Nor was it to 
any good End to refift them withorce, for, as to that, the Law was in 
their own Hands, and they uf<fit to the Purpofe. For they made all the 
Voters and Attendants upon the Poll at the Lord Huntingtour’s Tent, fcour 
off as faft as they could ; and it became impoflible to continue the Poll any 
longer, though many attended to have their Names taken; and fo all broke 
up in Confufion. : 

XIX. Then came on the Queftion, what next? For the Bernardiffonians The Force of 
demanded of the Sherriff to declare the Election on their Side, and return Pca 
Sir Samuel Bernardifton chofen, The other Side would not ag¥e- to that, the Election, 
but demanded a Continuance of the Poll, which only could deteriaine upon 294.by Aevice, 
whom the Country’s Choice fell ; alledging that their Side, if all,\that ate? cani'made.. 
tended to vote, were admitted, was much the Majority; and that al this 
Noife and Force was of a meer Rabble that had nothing to do there,Sand 
ought to be fupprefled: And, if any Return was to be made, they demanded 
it for my ‘Lord Huntingtour. Some advifed to adjourn the Poll to another 
Day, and Place more indifferent; for, that no more could be done there, 
was apparent. Others faid the Parliament would blame that, as partial to 
one Side; and fo they were at Variance before the Sherriff, as in the pro- 
verbial Court at Dover, all Speakers and no Hearers. And the Debate leaned 
moft upon the Safety of the Sherriff, each Side infifting it lay only in their 
Meafures ; and diverfe offered Security to fave him harmlefs, and even, thet 
was threatened to be made a Crime. And, amongft them all, the Sherriff. 
was leaft capable to unfold this Perplexity, or determine what to do. Then: 
they fell to appealing to ancient Juftices of the Peace, and fuch as had. 
ferved in Parliament; defiring they would advife the Sherriff who, if. he: 
ever had any Wits, was then frighted out of them. Sir Samuel Bernar- 
difton expected, being a Kinfman, he fhould be advifed by him. At length. 
it was propofed that the Sherriff fhould make a double Return, and -fo, 
determining for neither, leave the Matter to the Parliament, who, upon. 
hearing all Parties, might fay which Side had the Right. And all the 
Gentlemen of Authority, and Lawyers, upon the Place, agreed this to be 
the fufeft Courfe for the Sherriff, and that the Parliament could not be dif- ‘ 
pleafed with him for putting the Difficulty to them to determine, And a. 
double Return was not within the Statute for 100 /. Penalty, which was to- 
be infli@ed for a falfe Return, And, upon thefe Inducements,. the Sherriff 
concluded to make a double Return ; but much to the Offence of his Coufine 
Sir Samuel Bernardifion and his Party, who, raging, breathed nothing but. 

Ruin ta the poor Sherriff, becaufe he was not. advifed by him, ; 
XX. The 
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Sw Samuel oe “XX. The ee of this double Return was that both Parties, re- 
rardjten a%¢ turned, were kept obt of the Hoffe, till the Right of the Election was de- 
Eleétions ;re- termined, But, in all other Refpedts, that is the Trouble and Charge of 
wiles meh trying the Right at the Committeg) a Petition had had the very fame Effect, 

ing Member; the Want. of which Ad-/ 


there, : 
satire. But then the Party returned is the 
n, as Sir Samuel Bernardifton “i 









much inflamed the Party. The Caufe 
Return, and, as (for Reafons then apparem was expected, it was desér- 
mined that Sir Samuel Bernardifton was duly chofen. One would have 
thought that, in fuch a Cafe, where there was Reafon from the Force to 
have pronounced the Election void, Sir Samuel and his Party might have 
been fatisfied with his Vi€tory in the Houfe. No, there lay behind Greedi- 
nefs and Revenge. He. wanted his Money expended in the Trial of the 
Election, and his Party another Purchafe ; and that was an Example to be 
made of tht poor Sherriff, to intimidate all Sherriffs and Officers whatfoever, 
and to cgivince them that, without all Refignation to them, no Security 
was to b¢ had, or Safety to be relied upon. 
Ace. fup. XXA. The learned Advifers in the Law, who were the ftanding Counfel 
oun pies of the Faction, if not only Sir Wilkam ones, the chief of them, contrived 
Sherriff for an EExpedient to fubferve all thefe pious Ends, And that was for Sir Samuel 
thedoubleRe- Bernardifton to bring an Action (not upon the Statute for 100 /, for that 
nee would not lie becaufe the Houfe fet the Return right, as was determined, 
Beach bya but) at Common Law at large, againft the Sherriff; for that he, knowing 
pecgie Sir Samuel Bernardifion to be duly chofen, yet, falfo & malitiofz, and on 
Purpofe to put Sir Samuel Bernardifton to the Charge of vindicating his 
Right, and, in the mean Time, to keep hias out of the Houfe, made-a 
deuble Return to his Damage, &c. The Sherviff was arrefted, and the De- 
claration fettled, as was faid, by Sir William Sones. The Dependance of 
the whole Caufe was upon a Middlefex Jury. For, by Reafon the Return 
was filed in Middlefex, which was the Wrong for which the Adtion was 
brought, it could not be removed into the County where the Caufe arofe. 
This was grievous to the Sherriff, and indeed to all Sherriffs and ether Elec- 
tion Officers in England, if they muft be tried for their. Behaviour in re- 
mote Countries, by a Middlefex Jury, where Faction and popular Prejudices, 
to fay no worfe, commonly reign. It was endeavoured that the Trial might 
be by a Jury of fome neighbouring indifferent County, but-that would not 
granted. And, in Truth, in Suffolk, it had been very hard to have. 
packed a Jury of Twelve to have condemned, or, in Middlefex, toshave 
acquitted the Sherriff. So influential are Faction and Préjudice in Matters of 
uitice, even in Caufes ‘of private Right between one Man and another. 
Thus the Caufe came toa Trial at the Kzzg’s Bench Bar in ———. Torri ———— 
before the Lord Chief Juftice Hales, &c. Sir William Sones managed for the 
Plaintiff, and Sir Francis North for the Defendant; and a ftout Trial it wes, 
Well feed Counfel, willing Witneffes, and Zeal of Parties failed not to make 
the 


3 


vantage, of having fo confiding a 
¢ to be heard upon the dou 
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the moft.of the Pretenfions on both Sides, . The Fact, gf the Outrage at the’ 
Election, was fully proved by many Witallfes for the Defendant, and thofe- 
of the moit confiderable Gentlemen of th Country. But it feems the Court 
.,did not allow a double Return to be lawMMfin any Cafe, and aid the Sherriff 


*4was bound to aét at his Peril. He he Poffe Comitatus, and may keep 
Re if he will do his Duty; an 







now the Parliament had decided the 
ight, the Action lay, and the Pfintiff had fully proved his Cafe, 

XI. It was atked, what4f the Parliament had not decided? The Lord Arguments for 
Chief Juftice Hales, after fome Paufe, anfwered, that truly be would not eye an 
try the Caufe. It was replied, that be could not avoid it, he muft not flop the with theHard- 
Courfe of Fuftice, nulli differemus, &c. Then if the A@ion muft be tried, UL dy Se 
as might happen, in a Vacation of Parliament, the Sherriff ‘might joftify, Damage. 
by the Polls, againft the Action, thewing that the Plaintiff was not chofen 3 
and fo the Verdict may go one Way, and the Judgment of the Commons 
another. Nay, fuppofing the Commons had antecedently, as dere, deter- 
mined the Right between the Contenders, the Sherriff was not bal d by it; 
for he was not called to the Queftion, nor heard before the Com 
Res, inter alios aéfa, nemini nocebit; fo, as to him, the Queftion in- 
tegral. To that it was faid, on the Plaintiff’s Side, that every Man is 
Sent in Parliament by bis Reprefentative, and is bound by what is done three, 

True, {aid the Defendant's Counfel, as to the Ags of the whole Parliament, 

that are proclaimed in the County, but not by private Examinations, or 

common Enquiries in either Houfe apart.” And it is known that Parties cone 

cerned, not fummoned, are not concluded fo as to be fabje@ted to Crime or 

Damage, as for any Wrong done; but, being in due Courfe called to an- 

fwer, may depend upon the Truth without Prejudice from any Thing done 

before. Thefe and diverfe other Inconfiftencies were objected at the al, 

but the Court thought the AGion was good; and then the Plaintiff pro- 

ceeded to prove his Damages, and the Manner, with the Event, of that; 

thewed a Fatality reigned at that Time: For one fingle Witnefs was pro- 

duced, a Sort of Clerk, or Spenditore, who {wore in a Lump, that the 

Charges, about the Caufe before the Committee in Parliament, upon the 

double Return, came to 800 /. and there was all the Evidence to that Matter. 

The other Side defired it might appear by fome Accounts kept, or Teftimo- 

ny in particular, how the Money was laid out; for there might be Treats, 

profufe Committee Dinners, and other unjuftifiable Expences, and t 

they call confeguential Damages, that ought not to be allowed againft the De- 

fendant ; and all the Anfwer they had was, that muft be left to the Fury, 

and fo the Witnefs was not held to give any Items of his 800/. Account. Sis 

Whereupon the Caufe was left to its Fate. Jones ein 
XXII, After the Trial Sir William Jones, who before, having Wind umphs, the 

and Tide with him, had carried himfelf with an- Air as entirely pleafed, was 9" for 

happy alfo in an Affurance of having Judgment for his Client, and, Going which no A- 

down the Hall, could not forbear leaning him{elf towards Mr, Attorney botement, and 


the Sherif fo 
North, tas ruined. 
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Nortb, to whoni’ hg was obferved to fay, we shall have the VerdiG ; the 
--other turned towards him and fad only, you are a cruel People. The next 
Day the public Verdict was given\in Court for the Plaintiff, with the jut 
‘Sum of 800/, for Damages, I emed that the Court did not imagine the 
Jury would have given that: Su tal the Witnefs had {worn to, but 
as their Office was, have mitigated (Mn equitable Confiderations, obviou 
enough in Matters of that Nature, and fNgave given 20r 300/ And 
Chief Juftice was penfive upon it, and I béeNeve repented he did not fead 
the Jury a little about the Qyantum of the Damages; and it is probable, if 
he had done fo, and fuch unmerciful Rigor had not taken Place, the Caufe 
. might have ended otherwife than it did. But it often happens that overdo- 
ing is the Ruin of a Bufinefs; and taking uncon{cionable Advantages is a 
Sort of Poifon that taints the Succefs even of a good Canfe. Thus it appeared 
, tothe Courg and all the By-ftanders, that the Cruelty ofa Party had brought 
utter Ruigfover an harmlefs Gentleman and his Family. Divérfe Applications 
were mage to Sir Samuel Bernardifton, by Perfons indifferent, on the Be- 
half offhe Sherriff, interceding that he would be content with his Victory 
1s Cofts, and remit the Damages, or the greateft Part; becaufe the 
triff was his Relation, and he knew that he could not, without De- 
tion of his Family, raife the whole Money, which, befides his own 
harges, would amount to above rooo/. His Anfwer to all was the Ne- 
gative, be would not remit a Penny, and fo teach his Coufin whom to advife 
with, 
The Ayaroey XXIV. Nothing remained for the poor Gentleman to do, but to ftrive 
; Genera se againft the Payment of this Money as long as he could: And, accordingly, 
'  Gomtto a, confulted his Counfel how he might put off the evil Day. While there was 
“reft the Judg-“stfer there was Hopes, and he could but be undone at laft. The Attorney 
Roe ae General had infifted at the Trial, and often difcourfed with his Friends, that 
no fuch A&i- fuch an Action, as this, could not be maintained by Law, and that he thought 
on, but in it a dangerous Innovation, of bad Confequences, and ought not to be coun- 
a tenanced; But, after the Verdict, the Inhumanity of the Proceeding put his 
Thoughts upon the Tenters to refolve with himfelf, whether he fhould ad- 
vife the Party to contend farther, or to fubmit. In which Deliberation, 
Matters foreign to the Right and Law of the Cafe, whereof he made no 
great Doubt, took up moft of his Thoughts; that is, in plain Exgli/h, whe- 
. (i right or wrong, it were poflible at that Time to prevail; for Faction 












indifcernibly byaffed the Caufe, and Reafons were too weak againft the In- 
fluences of it. But, at length, upon the Application and Entreaty of the 
Sherriff and his Friends, he determined to pufh the Point;:and to-move the 
Court of King’s Bench himfelf to arreft the Judgment. And, accordingly, 
the very fame Term, he came into the Court, and made his Motion in the 
‘Way of a fhort Argument.. The Counfel, on the other Side, pretended to 
amake flight of the Matter, and to anfwer it off Hand; but Joftice Wild 
{Hales being then under the Infliion of an Apoplexy, and abfent) ve 

: them 
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them to take Time, for the Cafe was sot fo clear as they feemed to. make 
it And, in Truth, upon this firft Motfon, the Cailfe received fuch’a 
Thump, as was not recovered till after diverfe Arguments. And, at length, | 
Hales being prefent, though far from welthe Motion was over-ruled, and 
he Sherriff once more undone. 








XXV, No Dilatory remained but rit of Error, retornable before the A Writ of By. 

udges of the Common Pleas, and whe Barons of the Exchequer, called the Pa — 
equer Chamber (a Court epected by Parliament to correét the Judgments ing which, 

of the King’s Bench) and, accordingly, this Caufe was removed to be con- the A somney 

fidered and determined there. But it fo fell out that, pending that Writ of Pte irae 

Error, and before any Hearing upon it, the Lord Chief Juftice Vaughan, of the com. 

who, as Chief of the Common Pleas, prefided in the Exchequer Chamber, Jo rad 

died; and Sir Francis North, the Attorney General, was preferred into his Cau: 

Place, and fo became Chief alfo in the Court of Errors, and muft, as Judge, 

give his Sentence in this Caufe. This Alteration muft needs give%she Sherriff 

a new Life and Spirit to purfue his Writ of Error, for fo the Vul 

hend ; as if a Man could not be above Prejudice, and that his 

having been formerly of his Counfel, muft needs be of his own Side 

Judge: And it were well if there were no Caufe for fuch Apprehenit 

But a truly great Man will no more judge wrong, becaufe he was hake 

Counfel, than not judge right, if his Opinion of the Law be clear. Wherea’s 

in fuch Cafes, fome are apt enough to judge wrong that they may feem to 

judge right, and credit themfelves by doing Injuftice to others, The new 

Chief Juftice was none of thofe; for, as he was more cautelous in jedging 

where there was a Shew of Favour, fo he never facrificed a Friend for a 

Shew of Juftice, And, in this Caufe, he was Intent upon his Behaviour, 

rather than tormented with Doubt upon the Main; for he had none, _por- 

did all the Arguments, had before him, ftir any that did not readily diffolve. 

And, not being of fuch a frivolous Charaéter as to be mealy-mouthed in 

Juftice, he regarded his Oath and Duty, dealt plainly and clearly, and con- 

cerned not himfelf at others Refentments. ; 

XXVI, The Caufe depended in Argument in Serjeants-Inn Hall in a length the 
Chancery-Lane, where thefe Judges fat to deliberate above a Year, and were Caufecate ta 
{poke to over and over again, as long as cither of the Parties defired to be Juemer 
heard. And, as it was a Caufe of mighty Expectation, many came to liften prifng Atten- 
after it, amongft whom I was one, having been prefent at moft of the Mages ton. the 
ings. And this Attendance will not be thought ftrange, when it is coniis : 
dered that the Faction, after their branching Way of Reports, had pof- 
fefled the Town, that here was fuch a flagrant Piece of Injuftice doing, 
and with an Impudence barefaced, as never was known or heard of before. 

I could not but admire at the fedulous and conftant Spirit of Fa@tion; for 
the chief Attendance was of them. A ftrange Sort of People came, whofe 
Faces I never faw any where elfe, odd, ftiff-Figures, whofe Errand was 
partly, to fee if their Friend was like tq get his Money, and, partly, to 

au obferve 
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obferve the Behaviour of the Judges. For it was early refolved, that, if 
this Judgment were reverfed, {fo make it a Mattet of Accufation againft 
' the Chief Juftice in the Honfe of Commons. And their broad Looks fpoke 
as much, by which they intenddd, if poffible, to awe and intimidate him, 
But the laft Scene of all was moft Qemarkable, when the laft Argument was 
and Judgment was to be prone. The Hall (being little) was ver, 
much crowded, the Judges had but ju\Room for their Table and Chajy. 
Many Gentlemen of the Law were there, “partly for Learning, and peitly 
for News. They ftood behind the Judges Chairs; but the Rabble (or, in 
Compleat Hiffory, the People) crowded the Room, and filled almoft the 
Yard without.. A learned Rout, and true Party Mufter: A Regiment that, 
on all like Occafions, never failed to give Attendance. But that, which 
was moft furprifing, was that, as foon as the Lawyers had done arguing, 
and the Judges were preparing to give their Opinion, O mirum! a Scene, 
asin a ‘[featre, being a Pair of Balcony Doors aloft, opened, and there 
appearedfitting in Front againft the Judge’s Table, the Earl of Shaftsbury, 
Darton, Lord Hollis, and fome other Lords, Thefe came for In- 

ice without Doubt, and to obferve, but more to be obferved. 
XVII, The Judges were much pinched in Time by the long Argue. 






meat of the ments of Counfel; and two of them, who were for confirming the Judg-. 


King’s Bench 


~ jeenfed ana PMN, fpoke very long. There was Cunning in this; for it was fo done, . 
Newman / that the Judges, of another Opinion, might huddle in giving their Judg- 


ftances. 


ments, and fo the Caufe look more foul on their Side. ‘Five more (the- 
whole Court was Eight) gave their Opinion fot reverfing, They did not 
expect fo great an Audience, and, being alfo ftraightened in Time, did not 
expatiate much; nor were they prepared to {peak fo folemnly as others 


° ~had_ done, but gave their Reafons fhort. It waé then thought the Chief 


Juftice would have taken the Advantage of Want of Time (Candles had 
been long before brought in) to have faid as little as the reft, or, perhaps, 
no more than that the Judgment was already determined; which, fo hap- 
pening, had caft 2 Damp upon the Credit of the Caufe, and given the 
Fation more Advantage of Evil fpeaking. But it feems he prevented that 
Conftruation and Confequence by arguing very long, and with great Candor 
and Clearnefs. And he took Notice, firft, of the great Attendance, which, 
in a private Caufe, as this was, feemed to look for fomewhat he did not 
wellcomprehend, And however his Brothers had, with fufficient Reafon, 
termined the Judgment of the Court, before it came to his Turn to fay 
any Thing, and he might be abfolved in faying only that he concurred en- 
tirely in Judgment with them; yet, to anfwer in fome Meafure the Ex- 
peCtation he faw in and about the Room, although it were late, he hoped he- 
might take the Liberty fully to be explained as to his Opinien of the Law 
on that Cafe, which was that the Judgment, given in the Krzg’s Bench, 
eught to be reverfed. And then he entered upon his Argument, which 
lafted near an Hour; and went {o, far in convincing the judging Part of the 
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Audience, that, in Wefiminfler-Hoall the next Day, inflead of Clamor at the 
Reverfal, the Party found dire@ly the confrary. For the Gentlemen of the 

Law, ‘difcourfing upon the Sabject one with another, as their Way is, for. 

the meG-P&t of them, agreed that the equer Chamber had done right, 
-and that fach AGion did not lie at t ‘ommon Law. = 

i i of this Sort of Reafoning, it ftood The grof ~ 

¢ chief, and indeed on eafon for the A@ion, was the general Ran cf 
where Wrong there Kemedy, efpecially when done (as here mutt Side. 
be granted, being fo charged in the Declaration, and found in the Verdict) 

Salfo & malitiofe; and the whole common Place, upon that Subject, was 
exhaufted. On the other Side it was anfwered, that that Rule. had many 
Exceptions, and failed in many Cafes; and an extraordinary Cafe fell not 

within the ordinary Rule, if Reafon was againit it. As for a Judge to give 

an illegal Sentence, a grand Jury Man to prefent, and diverfe others, whereof 

the Confequences deftroy Juftice, no Aétion lies, though it coul\be proved 

to be done out of exprefs Malice. And the Cafe of the Sherriff\js within 

that Reafon as ftrong as any other; for he cannot be indifferent | 
mine Eleétions, where Rage and Fury attends, if he be under Te 
Actions, which both Sides will threaten, and, if they can, make goo b 
Party. There is no Way to be fafe, fince it is criminal, in that Cafe,\to 

take Security. if the Law doth not render him free and indemnified. 1 ent, 

no farther into the Reafons of this Reverfal, and the Authorities quoted, 

becaufe the Argument it(elf, though late, was printed; whereof the Occa- 

fion fhall be mentioned. ; 

XXIX, This Action of the Chief Juftice difgufted the Fa€tion more than Tit Faétion 
any Thing he had done in this Caufe, or at any Time in his Life before. on oo 
After they had digefted the Matter, concluding frem their Spies,’ thatthe Game by the 
Judgment would be againft their Friend, they hoped for a fair After-Game large oe 
to be improved by the Manner of the Judges giving it. They would have es is 
had it in their Power to fay they gave their Opinions without any Reafons, 
as if there had been none better than Number, or telling Nofes. . And, as 
they marched out of the Hall, diverfe were over-heard to fay in their Talk, 

What needed he (the Chief) to have faid fo much? Could not be have let 
tt pafs, after the others had determined the Cafe, without more Ado? It 
was not for nothing; and the like. So, it feems, giving good Reafons was 
to be aSymptom of a corrupt Judge. But the Secret wasthis: A Cenain 
Plan had been delined out for a farther Proceeding to retrieve all with Hel 
of the Parliament. A Writ of Error was to be brought, returnable coram 
Rege in Parliamento, to be determined by the Houfe of Lords. But this: 
would not do, unlefs it came into the Houfe withthe Prejudice of a Vote 
of the Commons that the Judgment was illegal, and dangerous to the Con- 
ftitution of Parliaments, with a Diretion to the Parties to profecute in the 
Lord’s Houfe to reverfe the Reverfal, that (oil a Precedent might not re- 
main in Force upon Record>’ So was done in the Cafe of Hollis, and the 
Uuua2 others 
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others of the five Members, as was touched before. Then, faid they, we 
Soall carry it, as happened in *hat Cafe, which moft thought would have 
‘had another Turn, if that ri bad not prejudicated the Matter, Yn 
getting this through, it was n ‘pl, if poffible, to inflame the Hock; tos, 
wards which, a Reputation was verysonducing ; and could the Chief ¥uftice 
be pardoned that had cut that Thres! foort? And I mutt obterye another 
Defign, wove in with this, which the Reafons utterly fruftrated; and tha, 
was for the Faction to fecond the Illegality, if once voted, by a Clamof of 
Corruption, and thence take Umbrage to blacken the Chief Juftice, and, 
if poffible, to get a Vote of the Commons, for an Addrefs to remove him 
from the King’s Prefence and Counfels, and all judicial Employments, for 
ever: And then Sir William ‘fones muft have facceeded in his Place. Thefe 
Lines are not imaginary, and the Event thews they are all real; and, 
perhaps, this latter infpired the After-Game as much as all other Confide- 
rations, 4 
The Caufe XXX. /Now muft I thew a little of that Art they cajl Parliament Dri- 
brought into ving; fol, where the Matter of this Caufe, of itfelf, would not bear, it 
Cone mutt Ae futtained by Skill, It was a very difficult Tafk to find how to 
upon an ine gaia tolerable Ground whereon to erect a Charge of Corruption, efpe- 
eet e Cidlly to calumniate the Chief: For what had he done, whofe Part was to 
avented. r fear, determine, and, according to his mature Judgment, give his Reafons 
'  {publicly? The Contrivance at laft came out ofa Gray’s-Inn Cabal, as the 
Perens active in the executory Part, make plain. It was, that the Accu- 
fation fhould not be for giving an erroneous Judgment, but for foliciting 
the’ other Jadges to give the fame, And that muft not be proved, which 
. could not be done in any due Manner, but be infinuated; and that they 
Could safily compafs. Now fee the Art; Mr. Wi. Williams, a Bencher of 
Gray’s-Inn, and a great Proficient, undertook the Conduét of the Stratagem. 
He takes an Opportunity on fome Shew.- Day, juit before the Rifing of the 
Houfe, and makes an heavy Complaint of a Proceeding in the Exchequer 
Chamber, whereupon a Judgment, which the Lord Chief Juftice Hales had 
given for due Returns of Parliament, was reverfed ; and it could not have 
been fo done without fome powerful Solicitation. Therefore he defired it 
might be enquired, by whofe Solicitation that Judgment.was reverfed. And 
it was ordered accordingly; and the Committee to fit at Three that Afternoon, 
SorpePeople, unacquainted with Affairs of this Nature, would wonder at an 
Baboirg after an Offender, before it appeared there was any fuch Offence: But 
‘fach Things flip fometimes. ‘Fhe Committee met at Three, Mr. Williams in 2 
the Chair; and the Defign, as the Sequel fhewed, was that one or two People_ 
* fhould declare what the Lord Chief Juftice Hales faid, and then what the Lord 
Chief Juftice North did, taking a World of Pains when there was no Need. So 
the Committee was to have voted the Reverfal illegal (that Word, though 
very inartificial, was ufed) and obtained by the Lord Chief Juftice North’s 
Solicitation of the other Judges; and this, ‘at a like propitious Juncture, 
coming 
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coming to be reported to the Houfe asthe Opinion of the Committee, had 
dope the whole Work at a running PullJ’ And fo probably the Plot had; 
fucceeded, poder an Accident. Mr. Sergeant G. Strode was in the Houfe 

nguiry was moved for, and,, ceiving a Surprife intended, re- 
‘Tt was paft Three before the Chief 






-\folved to be early at the Committee, 
Juftice heard that his Name was upoffhe Gridiron at Wefminfler. All, that 
€ ld-be done, was to get Friend€to look out for fome Members to be at 
th&aCommittee, that might not approve of fuck Injuries, But, before any 
came, Serjeant Strode had baffled the Chairman for Want of Authority. 
For, faid he, You talk of a Fudgment to be confidered bere, and we know 
of no fuch Thing ; you muff go back to the Houfe, and get an Order to 

~ fend for Perfons, Papers, and Records, or you cannot go on, This Omil- 
fion was an Ofcitancy indeed, and they were forry for the Overfight, by 
which the whole Defign was mortally wounded; for, now the Alarm was 
taken, the Matter would be better waited upon, ; 

XXXI. When the Houfe had added this Power, the Com®nittee fat No Corrup: 
again ; and new Arts were to take Place, fuch as, in after Times, Wee cal- ee pied 
led Shams, that is to make People betray themfelves; for now the*clan- the Commit- 
deftine Game was at an End. The whole Room, as well as the Table, tee for that 
was full of Members, and Serjeant Strode, with his Ammunition, kad hae bata 
planted ‘himfelf dire@tly over-againit the Chairman. The firft A@ was td, : 
wheadle the Friends of the Chief Juftice to give up the Judgment, pre-* 
tending that now (for they found that their Defign was fcented) they fought 
only to fet the Law right, and would drop Perfons. So the Chairman 
ftated the Cafe very fhort, and propofed a Queftion for the Gpinion of 
the Committee, that the Judgment was illegal. Hold, fays the Serjeant, , 
we deny that, and défire to be beard. How, fays the Chairman, withsaié- 
nacing Phiz, Will you defend the Fudgment? will ye? will ye? Yes, 
faid the Serjeant as hot on the other Side, I will, and ‘here argue it pre- 

Jently; and, while he was buftling among his Papers, a grave Member ob- 
ferved that they were both too forward. For he faw no Power, by the 
Order, to cenfure the Judgment, but the Corruption in obtaining it, as 
there might be Means equally criminal whether the Judgment (for the Re- 
verfal here is meant) were right or wrong. And, if they. went upon the 


Point of Law. thereon, it was neceflary in common Juftice to fend a 
Kor 





Parties concerned, and hear them for their feveral Interefts under it, ~ 
the Cenfure of the Commions was an high Prejudice, even in the Houfe o 
Lords, and ought not to pafs without hearing both Sides, But although ; 
the Order mentions only undue Solicitation, yet he thought the Committee * 
might enquire of all Corruption, whatever it was, and, if they found any, 
report it to the Houfe, And thereupon he demanded if there was any 
Perfons prefent, who would thew to the Committee any Sort of Corruption 
and Abufe relating to this Judgment, or the Manner of obtaining it. Then 
Mr. Pelbam, a Lawyer of G¥ay’s-Inn, and a great Friend to Sir William 
: Sones. 
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Jones, began a Difcourfe, and fell into the Arguments pro and con, and 
‘what the Lord Chief Juftice H&es faid, And while he was talking, the 
Chairman ordered all us News-njongers and Eves-dropperato depart: the 
Room. But Mr. Pelham, like onourable Gentleman, called Refr all 
People to ftay, for he would not f&any Thing which he would not have 
every one hear. Then, as he was goMg on, a Member gave him an Inter-! 
ruption, and afked him if be knew of any Corruption? And he pa ad 
No. Then the Chairman would have refumed the Queftion upon the Be- 
gality, defiring mainly to carry that Point, becaufe it led towards the Money ; 
but the Committee would not endure it; and thereupon they rofe fine die. 
And fo ended (for that Time) a delicate Stratagem. And, Story Fathion; 
I may conclude, the Company departed heartily laughing. 
This minute XXXII, This Relation may feem to be over particular in Things of no 
Aad great Confequence; and fo are the Demonftrations of curious Automata, 
juftified, *"°5 by fhewingtheir {mall Wheels, Arbors, and Pinions 3 or the Anatomical 
Accounts Af Infeéts and Animals. It ferves the civil Ufe, to know what 
7& performs, and to fee how the Silk-worm is to be managed; but 
igfity will go farther, and infpe&t the interior Parts, where the Springs 
rtifice of thefe Movements lie: And I never heard that the Specula- 
tio was defpifed, becaufe it was of {mall Things; but rather lamented, 
caufe, being fo finall, our Scrutiny could fcarce follow them, Is it not 
e fame Cafe of thefe factious Agitations, whereof the outward Effeds 
are commonly thought enough for an Hiftorian to trouble his Reader with? 
But who is there that would not rather know the fecret Defigns and In- 
ducements, as alfo the Art and Machinery of them? And that isiigawhioh I 
~ offer at here. If I had faid only that a Party in Parliashent-téol Advan- 
tage-ef' a Judgment, reverfed by the Lord Chief Juttice of the Common 
Pleas, and his Fellows, in a Matter unpopular,-and moved an Enquiry, , 
- aiming to charge Solicitation of the other Judges upon him, in Order to 
turn him out, ¢hat Sir William Jones might fucceed: This is concife, and 
the whole Matter; but where is the Knowledge or Inftrn@tion to be had 
out of it, as flows from the minute Circumftances? Let this pafs for the 
Reafon of producing them, as they fell in my Knowledge; which I have 
done fo far as the Time in this Hiftory, 1 have undertaken to examine, 
leads. But, confidering that, many Years after, in other Reigns, the Caufe 
revyyr€d, and, in the Houfe of Peers, received a final Determination, I think 
wt will be but fitto annex what remains of it, although I ftep beyond my 
‘ Lines to procure it. : 
In the Reign} XXXII. The Matter, of this Caufe of Bernardifton and Seams refted, 
of Wiliamand lying as Embers with the Athes raked over them, during all the reft of 
Beate’ King Charles the Second’s, and all King Yames the Second’s Reign; for the 
sets conrfim- Party durft not bring the Caufe into the Houfe of Lords, without a Vote 
edintheHoufe of the Houfe of Commons to aid it. But, after the Revolution, when the 
of Lords. Lords were thought mare propitious, Sir Semuel Bernardiffon removed his 
* Canfe 
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Caufe into Parliament by Writ of Error. But then the Lord Chief Joftice | 
North, who had been Lord Keeper alfo,Jand Sir William Soams, the Dez. 


fendant, werepoth dead, and the latter fitterly infolvent. It was,thereforé 
ured what End it was done; forpif he prevailed, nothing was to be 


' got, and few {pend their Money at Lew for the Public Good. The Riddle 
was refolved by fome Attempts t that Time; the Analogy, between 
which, and this, made it more than guefs, that, if the Reverfal had been 
rWverfed in the Houfe of Lords,. as being what they called illegal; then 
Sir Sumuel Bernardifton had petitioned for Leave to bring in a Bill to 
charge his Damages (the Defendant being dead infolvent) upon the Eftate 
of the late Lord Keeper North, by whofe undue Solicitations and Means 
(the Petition had faid) that illegal Judgment was obteined ; and who, at 
that Time, would fay tothe contrary, or require Proof of it? Let none ftart 
at the Monftroufnefs of this Suppofition; for it will be more familiar, 
when 1 have fhewn that, in another Cafe, by the fame Fa@itn, the like 
was attempted, and much more intended, And it is certain that fome for- 
viving Friends of the Lord Keeper were told they muft epee oul 
follow ; and thereupon, however none of them meddled with th .Caule 
in the Houfe of Lords, as knowing no Concern his Family had 4, it, 
they caufed his Lordthip’s Argument to be printed, and fo it fell into’ the 
Hands of the Peers, who were better prepared thereby to underftand the = 
Lawyer's Language, when the Caufe came to be heard. And thus Sir Sas. ~~ 
muel Bernardifton went to Law by himfelf before the Lords, without any 
Oppofition at all. And, at laft, upon folemn Hearing of the Caufe, the: 
Houle, by Advice of the Judges, efpecially Holt, then Lord Chief Juftice’ 
of the King’s Bench, who clearly explained the Law to be for the Reverfal~ 
in the Exchequer Chamber, confirmed that Judgment; and fo, for tir ¥ufti-- 
fication and lafting Honour of the Lord Chief “fuftice North, it hath refted 
ever fince. This was not the only Correction that Gentleman, Sir Samuel- 
. Bernardifton, ‘received upon Account of his Engagements, which were 
deep, with that Faction. He was accounted an honeft Man, but miftaken,. 
and betrayed into many Inconveniences by Popularity; He lived to be un-- 
deceived ; for, finding by Experience fo much more of Wickednefs in his. 
own Party, after they had Power, than he had ever dreamt of, he turned, 
and took in with that Party in Parliament that oppofed them. And now, 
fince his-Death, his Pofterity live with much Honour and Refpett;..and ' 
feem to be out of all Danger of falling into thofe Errors of popular Flat, - 
tery, as coft Sir Samuel, and confequently them, fo dear. 3 
XXXIV. This final Determination had that Caufe, which, in the Begin: tpeceniusof 
ning, Proceeding, and Conclufion, was pure and pute faCtious; and every: the Faction of 
Step of it thewed the true Genius and Spirit of the Party againft King sigs ran 
Charles II, fo united and uniformly did they move, and a@, as if one fingle Contett. 
Soul animated the whole. © that the regular and honeft Sort of Men had 
that Soul! It is not fo eafy to come at Intrigues to refolve them in greater 


Affairs 
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. Affairs; the Mafk upon them is more worn. And, fince it isa main Branch 
of my Undertaking, to thew theaAuthor’s Difingenuity, who exalts, above 
‘Meafure, the fa€tious Side of the Times; I can find nothing more pro- 
per to expofe him than a Deduétien of thofe Adtions, in hey es 
concerned, that fell within my Paieraiptoanthe be they {mall or great. 
Fatranceupon XXXV. There was another Purfuit’in Parliament of a more tranfcendent - 
ae see Nature and Efficacy, and that was the Gharge upon the Earl of Dandy. 1° 
Danby’s im- fhall not engage in the Merits of his Caufe, either to leffen or aggravate Lis 
peoclment, Charge, becaufe his Lordfhip (fince created Duke of Leeds) hath thought 
ees fit to publith two Volumes in O&avo, called his Memoirs ; of which one is 
which it mo. “f Collection of the Pamphlets and Arguments for and againft him, touch- 
ved ing the fubject Matters of his Impeachment ; moft if not all of which had 
been printed when there was more Need of a public Defence. The other 
is A Collection of Letters and Papers, relating to the foreign Affair treated, 
during his Miniftry, between England and France, about a general Peace 
and the Terms; upon which was grafted a Money Propofition, that will 
be confideved here. There are notable Remarks of the Earl's, and who- 
ever is leat to be amufed with State Brigues, may take up this Book. 
But, a§ to the Money, which the King of England hoped to have had from 
the French King upon the Conclufion of the Peace, which made a mighty 
Noife at the Time, and is, by our Author here, carried on for the fame Pur- 
pofes of Scandal upon the King; my chief Remarks are, that the Honourable 
R M——, then Embaffador in France, was in Meafures with fome 
topping Men of the Faction here, among other Things, to ruin the Earl of 
~ Danby; and, for bringing that about, fomewhat very extraordinary mutt 
be done. For the faid Earl had founded his Policy upon the Proteftant Ca- 
- yalier Intereft, and Oppofition to the French; which he.carried on fteddily, 
fo far as he thought confiftent with his Poft at Court, and alfo with a po- 
pular Intereft in Parliament. And that Management of himfelf, and alfo 
‘a Care to appear oppofite to Popery, had rendered him very ftrong. He 
was the firft Prime Minifter (if I may except old Clarendon who came in 
with the King) that built upon -that Foundation, and never wrought with 
either Fanatics or Papifts, but courted the loyal Gentry; and perhaps toa 
much, if the Unfitnefs of fome of them, for the Employments he put them 
in, might carry that Conftrudtion, It is moft certain that, whether Judg- 
ment or Policy directed his Conduct, it was fo far very well chofen; and 
his great Parts and Abilities, to manage in Public, were much fet off by the 
Advantage of fo good a Caufe at the Bottom, 
The fuglih 94 XXXVI, The Wit of Man could not have invented a Snare fo likely to 
ee take him as one baited with Money; and that was-contrived, or at leaft 
ee amber. Arlt broached, in France; and, as it was managed between the Englifh 
fidorheie, co- Embaffador and the French Agents, who laboured with all their Force to 
ieee is remove Danby, the Plot took, and had its Effect. The Englifh Embaffa- 
w is nin dor in France firft moved to the King the having a Sum of Money co 
Danor, t ne 
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the French uppn the winding up of the Peace, as a Matter he became - 


P 


like to be very confiderable; but defirgl it might be treated by none but 
a anby. And there lay thefArt, firft to fet on Foot é-criminal 


Correfpondence (as then judged) and_ 


a 


offefied of from the French Miniftry, he had moved it to him, and was 


en, having the very Letters, make 
Difcovery of them; fo the Fire-{¥ip was at Length grappled to him, and 


« blew him up. The great Queftiin here is, Whether the Difcovery (of 
“which more afterwards) was defigned at firft, or happened ex re nata: 
And that I (hall leave to ftand and fall by the Reafonings as may flow from 
the particular Circumftances, For I have no Fancy to affirm either pofi- 
tively; my Bufinefs lies chiefly with the Author’s Difingenuities, and refcu- 
ing the King’s Honour from being tarnithed by his Calumnies; and to that 
I thall ftick very clofe. The other Thing remarkable, is that Barillon, the 
French Embaffador here, was deep in the Defign to ruin Danby, and par- 
ticularly with Help of this Money Intrigue; for the French, ak i faid, hated 
Danby, who valued himfelf upon huffing of them, And that Embaffador, 
a Chicaneur by Profeffion, was fent over to chicane here with the faétious 
Party, as he did notorioufly, and alfo encouraged all thofe factious Diforders 
that gave the King fo much Trouble. The King, by his Minifters on the 
other Side of the Water, ftood up to the French, in order to get the Terms, 
as were thought fit for the Allies; and, on this Side, the French fought to 
weaken the King, by colluding with his faGious Enemies, I remember 
well that, about that Time, it was almoft a Fathion to go and dine with 
the French Embaffador, and other foreign Minifters, who kept Tables that 
were well frequented by fome Members, and many bufy Bodies, And _ 
thefe Foreigners were fo weak, as to think it more conducing to deal with 
them, than with the Miniftry at Court; as if the Affairs of the Crown were 
low, and juft lapfing into the total Arbitriment of the Commons. I fhall 
not tranfcribe the Letters and Remarks in the Earl’s Book, as muft be done_... . 
to give a full Account of the Proceeding, having incumbent only two 
Things, The firft is to expofe the Author's Falfity in his Reprefentations; 
and the other to vindicate the King’s Honour, which was, and is, made 
very bold with upon this Occafion. 

XXXVII. As for the firft, the Work is fhort; for the Earl of Danby, an The Earl of 
able Witnefs, who beft knew, has done it, and to the Purpofe, in a few peace ay 
Lines, which, afforded a Room here, will fully anfwer my Intention. —— the Authora 
** But the malicious Author, (fays the Earl) who calls himfelf impartial, peas Oa 

*« hath in this, as he doth in moft Things through his whole Hiftory, re- ae aad 

«* lated whatever he thinks may refleé&t upon any Body whofe Aétions hee; for Lying 

‘“ would blemith, (not {paring King Charles II, even againft the beft Se. 

Actions of his Life) and magnifying the Honefty and AGions of fome 

Men whé were ative in the greateft Villainies in. that Reign, and for 

which their Guilt made them fly their Country, and end their Days out 

‘ of item-=.” Then his Lordthip proceeds to Inflances, as the leaving out 

Xxx of 
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-of his Letters (for the Author has inferted only what he: thought fit of 





them in his Hiflory) what might juftify ; but (fays his Lordthip) “The 
“< impartial Author was afraid fch (Paflages) might quality fomething of 

« the former Part of the Letter." Then farther, “ mae’ 
“* fhew His Spleen, he doth not only relate an egregious Lye, about Charles 

Duncomb being faved by his Lordfhi’s cafting Vote, but tells what is im- - 
“ poffible to be done, viz. But the Bill (againt Duncomb) being fent up 

“ to the Houfe of Lords, the Duke of Leeds gave his. cafting Vote for rv- 

“« jeéting the Bill, It was then the common Report, that Duncomb dij: 

“« pelled the impending Storm by a golden Sacrifice. As for the one (which. 
“he calls the caffing Vote) it was.every Peer’s Vote that voted on that 

‘ Side, fince the Majority could not be known till the Numbers were 

“ counted. So it looks as if that Author loved Lying for Lying Sake, and- 
* therefore, I hope, he is not a Divine, as fome report him to be.” 
No fure; who could imagine it, after fuch flagrant Injuftice to the Houfe of 
Peers, as well as to this Peer in particular, by charging them, as the Words 
plainly import, to be all bribed with Money to give their Votes in the 
faving Duncomb from the public Juftice of the Nation? 








Inthe Trunk XXXVIT. But this fame Lying for Lying Sake brings into my Mind a 


maker’s Cafe 
the Author 
fcandalifes for 
Scandalifing 
Sake, 


Paflage I flipped over in reading ; and it is of Scandalifing for Scandalifing 
Sake, although it doth not tend to magnify his dear Faction, In that Way 
indeed he is boundlefs ; and fee what comes of bad Habits! He does the like 
without thinking, as if he were half afleep. As in the Cafe of the Trunk- 
maker, who pretended to be the right Heir Male of the noble Family of 


. the Piercies. He tells us of Forty Witneffes examined in the Houfe of 


Lords to prove his Defcent, and, upon full Hearing, was difmiffed. Now it 
muft be our good Nature to truft that the Houfe did right ; for the Author 
fays no fuch Thing, but rather the contrary, faying, in Effeét, that they de- 


__termined. againft Forty Witneffes. Then he goes on, and fays, that he (the 


Trunk-maker) carried on his Pretenfions at Law. But, being an Impoftor, 
or at leaft a Beggar, he could have no Succe/s. Here are the Courts of 
Law gone to Nought, as well as the Lords; unlefs we will be fo civil to 
take the Probable, his being an Impoffor, and not the Infinuation that he 
was a Beggar, for the Caufe of his not fucceeding. What impotent Luft 
of Malice is here? The Caufe was tried at the King’s Bench Bar, I think, 
twice,.4ut I am fure once, before the Lord Chief Juftice Hales, who was 
a moft propitious Judge to a poor Man’s Caufe. And before him, if any 
Leaning were, it was of his Favour to that Side that moft feemed to be 


_-vopprefied ; and, accordingly, he examined this Caufe with all the Care that 


could be; and if there had not been an utter Impoffibility of this Fellow’s 
not being an Impoffor, his Evidence had carried it, Beggar as he was. But 
it was made appear by Matter of Record, that, if his Tale were truc, a 
Man muft have been a Grandfather at twelve Years old, and, after all, 
Hailes declared he believed he was of the Family, meaning a Baftard. 

i Befidgs, 
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Befides, fach ‘Trials as thefe are no Signs of Beggary; the higheft Law-" 
Suits could nof demand more, or run info greater Expence. But yet, be- 
caufe a M; as poor, Lords and Judgfs would not look down upon him 
to ao"iiim Right, but fide with the Lady in Poffeffion of the Honour and 
Eftate of the Houfe of Northumber/und. So that one would conclude, that 
Scandal had got the Advow‘on of ail this Author’s Faculties. 

XXXIX. But, to return to the Matter of the Earl of Danby, the Cafe The Concerns 
was fhortly this: A War depended between Spain, Germany, and Helland, eee in 
all confederated againft France. The King of England was a neutral Penici. 

Prince, and a Mediator in a Treaty of Peace depending at Nimeguen, five Fiaxders, 
During the Treaty the French fell foul upon Flanders, and were like to aed 
make a Conqueft of the Whole, The King, as well at the Defire of the “"” 
Parliament, as out of his own Inclinations, purfuant to the Stipulations 

of the triple League, made an Alliance with the Dutch for the faving of 
Flanders; and was thereby concerned to prefs the French to’ make Peace 

upon fuch Terms as fhould anfwer that Treaty. That was done, and 
moreover, the King had infifted with the French upon Terms for the reft 

of the Allies, fuch as they had fent over to him as what they would be fa- 

tisfied with. And it was believed that, rather than have the Englifh come 

into the War in Flanders, the French King would have yielded to them. 

But the Proof of that was prevented; for the Dutch were in Hafte, and 

made a feparate Peace, and then the reft, one after another, did the fame; 

which was in Effect a Leaving of the King, who had appeared for them, 

And fo they were content with a worfe Peace than the King would have got 

for them ; conceiting, perhaps, and not without Reafon, that, if the War - 
continued, Mifunderftandings in England had difabled that Nation, as to 

foreign Wars, 

XL. During this Tranfaétion, Mr. M. the Englifh Embaflador in France, Englifh Em- 
by a Letter to the King, advances the Propofition for a great Sum of Money, vattiior in 
which he found might be had of the French King, upon finifhing the trigues by 
Peace; and, asI faid, fteers the Negotiation dire@tly upon Danby, So tee as 
there was the Englifh Embaflador in France, and Barillon the French Em- rated 7 
baffador in England, with Ruvigny, an Exprefs, pufhing forwards the Affair 
of Peace and (feemingly) this Projet of Money. The Englifh Embaffador 
was of Opinion the King might get more by his Means in France, than 
Ruvigny had Inftructions to offer here; wherefore this Letter, of the Em- 
baflador to the King, is moft worthy Perufal. It is the firft in Danby’s 
Colleétion, and, in reading, I could not but fancy it was wrote with Ina 
tent, if not by Concert here, to ruin Danby; for, if he carried on the 
Treaties by written Correfpondence, they had him faft. It wasa notable 
Circumftance, that it was defired that Danby might not fee this introducing 
Letter, and that it might be burnt in the Sight of the Embaffador’s own Sifter. 

Men, that intend to hurt others, feldom care to truft them. Why fhould 
an Embaflador defire that his Embaffatorial Letters to his Mafter fhould be 

x Xxx 2 burnt 
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“burnt before Witnefs, and make it a Requeft to him to do it? This was 
an open Diftruft of his Mafter’s -Difcretion and good Wibt The Secret, 
as.I take it, was that his (the En baflador’s) making the fir Qyerture, if - 
it Appeared, might not only excufe Danby, but have an unlucky Turn upon 
himfelf; for certainly what was criminal lay in the firft Overture. The 
Scent of a Trick is here very ftrong; Tor the Embaffador, a Craftfmafter 
at a Court Game, was openly in the Meafures of the Anticourt Party, and 
the French alfo laboured with all their Force to ruin Danby. After the 
Difcovery made, and Letters of Danby produced in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, he was violently profecuted, but the Embaffador had no Blame. All 
this looks fo like the Trade of Decoy Ducks, that it argues the Project was 
with exprefs Defign to be difcovered, for Purpofes that may afterwards be 
touched upon: But I oppofe no Man’s Judgment to the contrary, let every 
one confider and judge, Si /uper totam materiam, &c. 

How much XLI. But now, as to the King’s Concern, if he prevailed to have the 
the King was Confederates Terms granted to their Content, and made the French pay 
aA the ie for it, where was the Harm to the People of England? or, rather, was it 
tion injurious; not an Accefiion of fo much Wealth, and, eo nomine, Strength to England, 
and ie Ee and the fame detracted from France? If fo much Good had been com- 
paffed by the Saints, it had been called Sporling the Egyptians, ‘The King’s 
Orders to the Embaflador were exprefs and conftant, to infift upon the 
Towns the Allies defired, and, though the Money was offered, yet to make 
no Mention of that till thofe Terms were agreed to, But yet, while the 
French held back, they and the Engl/b Minifter abroad teafed upon the 

. Money Article; but the King’s whole Behaviour was conionant to his Or- 
ders, which fhewed a clear Integrity in him..'Fhere may be French In- 
trigues, though not of the Author's coining ;~ his are all charged on the 
Court, for Popery and arbitrary Power; but others may be with the Faction 

~for weakening the King, that he might not be able to oppofe them (the 
French} and to ruin a Miniftry they could not influence. Befides Barillon 
and his French Soupes, there was another Agent young Ruvigny (inftructed 
by old Ruvigny) exprefly chofen for his Capacity, fuppofed to be more than 
any other Freschman, qualified to treat with the Male Intentionees in 
England; and he was obferved, and fo well rattled by the King and the 
Lord Treafurer Dandy, that he went home with a Flea in his Ear, and un- 
der Sentiments very different from thofe he came with, or had learned of 
the factious Party with whom he was to tranfaét; whereby it appeared that 
thofe troublefome Men did not only overween their own Powers at Home, 
but gave wrong Intelligence to their Allies of foreign Nations, and their 
Minifters here. And it is certain that Money was.no Part of the King’s 
Demand, but the Flemifh Towns only ; and, as for the Money, if it had 
not moved from the French through his Excellency from abroad, it is pro- 
bable it had not been required; but, being offered, the King had Reafons 
enough to take, and none to refufe it; and the great Infelicity. was 

Nc 
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the Money did pot come. All which Points ftand proved clearly by the * 
faid Collection, And the Earl’s Notes thereypon ; which any one, for a full’ 
and juft Accoy#t of the Faét, may find fi Danby’s Memoirs, Vol. II. 

XLH: There was another Circumftatice which was very confiderabte, The Swedifs 

and fhews the Impatience of Faétion to ftrike when they think the Iron een 
hot. The Embaffador came over from France into. England, without any the King the 
Orders or Leave, at leaft a Month before his Time, and might have ex- eae 
pected Lodgings in the Tower for his Pains ; but the Time was turbulent, azaiott a 
and many fuch Diforders were winked at. But the Embaffador of Sweden and the Pre- 
(whofe Mafter had adtually taken a great Sum of the French upon his Neu- °°" fale 
trality) had {cented the Defign againft the King, and very friendly told him 
the Mifchief his own Embaffador intended him by laying this Negotiation, 
about Money, before the Commons; which occafioned an Experiment to 
be made by Danby, to be beforehand with him, and, by the King’s Au- 
thority, on Pretence of Popith Correfpondences, to feize the Embaffador’s 
Papers. But that did not take, but haftened the Crifis; for the King ac- 
quainting the Houfe with what was done and the Reafon, the Embaffador, 
being a Member, i bis own Defence, as the Author fays, /aid the Letters 
of Correfpondence before the Houfe, and thereupon Danby was impeached. 
This Aétion of the Embaffador’s, which many (Defence or no Defence) 
would have died rather than have done, was not fignally approved by any 
Mark of Honour or Thanks returned by the Houfe, to fhew it was not 
(per fe) relifhed by them; {o it is left to Men of Juftice, Truft, and Ho- 
nour to interpret. But yet it demonftrates the private Underftanding hinted 
before; for why fhould the Embaffador venture, as he did, to come over, 
if it was not becaufe the Affair was ready for Projection, and his Prefence 
in the Honfe neceffary thereupon. 

XLII. This being the Pofture of Affairs, it is not to be doubted but, The Realons 
upon fuch Intelligence, the King had Reafon, with all poffible Application, ae 
to hinder the Papers of this Dependance being brought into the Houfe of out of the 
Commons ; not for any real Evil in them, or that, in a fair Affembly of Houle of 
foreign Minifters, it might not have been juftified; but becaufe it was a le ae 
Matter altogether unpopular and againft the fixed Prejudices of the Houfe, Pardon. 
or of diverfe that had potent Intereft there; and all poffible Caption and 
Mifconftruétion was to be expected, as well without Doors as within. And 
fo it proved, for the Matter was foon communicated to the Public with a 
very ill Relifh; for it was become almoft a common Policy to. hinder the 
King’s having any Acceffion of Money, even by the Improvement of his 
own Revenues, and how then muft a Lump from. France be refented? 
Thofe, that fought Knots in Bulrufhes to obftruét the King’s Affairs in Par- 
liament, would be fure to exaggerate this Pretence, calling it Selling us to the 
French, and what not, that was in the Power of Words, to create a Pre~ 
judice againft the Court? The King, who refented highly what was called: 
‘Treachery in his Embaflador, apprehended a farther Inconvenience ; which 

a was. 
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" was that Danby, upon a jufter Motive, might be conftra\ned, for his De. 
“fence, to produce feveral other State Correfpondences he hid in his Power ; 
which would have augmented th Prejudices in Parliaments and been of j 
Confequence to his Affairs at thut Time, And this, as Daw (finc€ the 
Revolution) fays, was the true Reafon that the King granted him his Par- 
don; for otherwife, as the King’s Determination was, at that Time, to 
leave his Servants to their Juftification, if queftioned by the Commons, 
he muft, without that Pardon, have been left to juftify himfelf. And his 
Lordfhip adds, that the Parliament urging the Point of the Pardon being 
invalid, might be one, and a chief, Caufe of a Diffolution that foon fol- 
lowed, 
The Resfon. XLIV. Now to expatiate a little upon this Matter of taking Money of a 
ableneis ofthe foreign Prince; I believe it may be affirmed generally, that the taking Side 
es having is the wifeft, and efpecially when it is for Peace and not for War, or for 
the French ending of Wars; and it was ever the Practice of the Kings of England 
difourfed. with the French, which, as Comines tells us, had different Appellations; 
for, on the French Side, it was called Pay, Price, or Bribe, but, on the 
Englifo Side, Tribute; and fo both Sides were pleafed with the Fancy : 
But the Exgli/b had the Money, which tended to inrich them, as well by 
Acceflion of Wealth, as Continuance of Traffic, Ido not find but Kings 
deal with one another, as other Men do, upon hard Bargains, and getting 
what they can. They fell their Aids and Neutralities, and take Money for 
not doing Hurt if they can. And why is it not as lawful for them {fo to 
do, as it is for any common People, in their Family Concerns, to make 
the beft Markets they can? The Miftake, upon which the Popularity always 
harps, is the fame in Families as in States: As ifa Man fells the Good of 
his Family, or gives Handles for fuch a Conftruttion of his Conduét, afk the 
Family, and they will tell you that he is to blame, and breaks a Troft in- 
cumbent upon him to provide for them, So the People always fay of 
Kings and States; for they have a current Notion amongft them, that the 
Supreme Power is but a Truftee for them, and ftraight look upon all Bar- 
gains for Money, that Governors make for themfelves, to be juft as when 
Truftecs or Judges accept Sums, and, at the fame Time, Pretend they do 
nothing contrary to their Daty; and it is in every one’s Power to fay all 
fuch Takings are for ill Purpofes. So that which makes the Difference 
between Perfons authorifed only, and Proprietors, is that the former, for 
the Danger, are not allowed to take upon any Account ; but the latter may, 
as they can beft procure for themfelves; but yet, in true Duty and Con- 
““feience, Kings and Governors, who take themfelves to be Proprietors of 
their States and Governments, and fo at Liberty to fell their Affiftances, 
Mediations, Forces, and Neutralities or the like, as they can agree; and in 
like Manner all Fathers of Familics, who may fell their Eftates and Goods 
as they pleated; thefe are all alike conicientioufly bound to do for the beft, 
at leaft not to ruin their Dependants, although they are not impeachable 
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for what they dg, Therefore thofe, who are hard to cenfure the A@tions | 


of Kings and Governors, of this Nature ought well to be affured their 
~gwn are not_wére .vicious in the fame Pay. And, if they alledge that 

Ctions, which appear felfith, terminate in the Encreafe, and fo are for the 
Good of their Families and (it being truly fo) think themfelves every Way 
indemnified ; fo alfo Kings, being fatisfied that what they do, with Defign 
primarily for themfelves, yet, is alfo really and truly good for the People, 
who are involved and comprifed in them, are equally in Honour and 
Confcience abfolved: And that King Charles II, in the whole Affair of this 
Neutrality, Mediation, and final Conclufion, intended the Good of his 
People, as he had declared to his Parliament, is proved by an impartial 
Reflection, as now may be made upon all Circumftancés} for it will be 
found to have been really fo. For, firft, he had been at great Charges about 
the War beyond what the Parliament had fupplied. It coft him a great 
Deal in maintaining Embaffadors, Plenipotentiaries, Couriers, and for In- 
telligence about the Treaty at Nimeguen, for near four Years, to compafs 
a Peace. Why all this for nothing? The Parliament would have thought 
much to have given it the King, or rather he knew, by woful Trials in other 
Matters, they would not; then who could better pay than the French? 
It is their own Saying, Rien pour Rien. It was partial enough to the 
Allies to fight, and then make Peace for them for nothing, and to make 
the French pay the Score. The only Infelicity of the whole Matter is, as 
I faid, that the Money was not got; if that had fallen in clack, the King 
had compleated a Negotiation of as great Difficulty, and, withal, Utility 
for the People of England, as had been done in any King’s Reign, and is 
by the Earl of Danby meant, when he writes of this Author’s abufing the 
King in the beft Aétions of his Life. 1 conclude this Refle@tion with a 
Note of ftrange Variety in Cenfure. We know in our latter Wars, what 
Sums of Money have been given to foreign States, for the Purpofes of 
War and Peace, and we hear of no Cenfure of them for taking from us, 
Why then fhould it be fo ill refented, when we take from them, that is 
when we can? But thofe are fo wife (whatever our Politics are) to keep 
themfelves on the taking Side, 

XLV. As to the Objections againft the Honour, or feeming Integrity, of 
the King in this Tranfaction, befides what, upon popular Prejudices or Pre- 
fumptions, flow from the Nature of the Thing, as in fome Mens Senfe it 
is underftood, I thall mention. one, which is drawn from an Expreffion in 
one of the Letters, viz. That the King could not expe bis Parliament 
would be in an Humour to give any Money for Supplies for three Years at 
feaft. This went, among other Reafons, why the King might fairly expeét 
a Sum of Money from the French King. And this, in factions Language, 
was termed making a Leafe of the Parliament for three Years, Which 
merry Conceit hath no Truth or Ingenuity in it; for it is not faid that 
there would be no Parliaments, but, fuppofing Parliaments to fit, as muft. 
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be, they would give no Money ; and that was true, for {c it happened. If 


' fuch a Bleffing could happen, that a Parliament fhould it for three Years 


The Author 
gives a Mif- 
conitruction 
to the whole 
Aion about 
the Peace. 


off and on, and no Money be <\ked of them, it would bean envied Time 
but, as I guefs, not to be hoped for. How happy and Suri would a 
Seffions be, if no Money were demanded? What good Regulations and 
CorreGtions of public Abufes fhould we have, which the Purfuit and Hin- 
drance of Money confounds? But let that defperate Good pafs; and let us 
confider the ObjeGtion, that this Court Money was inconfiftent with the 
Affair of actual War, that the Parliament fo much infifted on. I deny 
not but Peace and Money are two good Things, and the one is never the 
worfe for the Attendance of the other, But, be the Preffing what it will, 
the King would not be concerned farther than faving Flanders, and that he 
did; for all, that was faved of it, was acknowledged to him, and the Allies 
were fatisfied. And we have it from Sir William Temple, that the foreign 
Minifters wondered it fhould be thought a Crime in any Minitter of State, 
meaning Danby, to get Money, from a foreign Prince, for his Mafter, who 
was only to confent to what thofe, that depended on him, defired. And, 
in Truth, the Allies took for themfelves a Peace {6 much worfe than what 
the King infifted on, and had probably procured for them, as they at Nime- 
guen would have nothing to do with it. The Earl of Danby fays he was 
very forry the King had not the Money; though, if it had come, the 
greateft Thanks had been due to our Embaffador in France. 

XLVI, It appears here, that the Engli/b Embafladors at Nimeguen did 
not approve of the feparate-Peaces the Allies had made for themfelves; and 
therefore declined being concerned with them. Now, fays the Author, and 
all this without the Intervention of Sir William Temple, and Sir Leoline 
Jenkins, the Englith Mediators. By this he would have the Peace fup- 
pofed to be made by the King’s Interpofition, and baulking his mediatory 
Embaffadors; which is otherwife, for the King had nothing to do with 
them but at Nimeguen. Then, he fays, they (the Nimeguen Embaffadors) 
refufed to fign, becaufe the Imperial Plenipotentiaries would not allow them 
the Precedency of figning. What if they trifled, as the Ufe is, upon a 
Form, when they did not like the Matter? But, Sir William Temple, who, 
I think, was more in the Secret than our Author, fays, they would not fign, 
‘becaufe it was a. bad Peace, and they, that is their Mafter, had not agreed 
to it, Here is an artful Colour caft over the Whole ; for the Author would 
have us think the King fided with the French againft the Allies, and had 
made a Peace which the Plenipo’s did not like, fo they fneaked off, and 
lay behind a Matter of Form. And what follows is like the reft; he fays, 

be Court of England would not allow themfelves to have had apy Part 
in the Peace between France and Holland. Nor had they any Part in it; 
for it was a Precipitate feparate Peace, againft the King’s Treaties and Ad- 
vice, which he was ready to have backed with Force. But this (would 
not allow) infinuates that his Majefty had a Part, but he would not own 
it, 
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it, he was fo ufed to-wear Vizors, But what comesafter? An Exclamation, 
Hey-day! ThesEnglifb Court are for War. And was that any Wonder, 
when an Allianée was juft made for Warf for faving Flanders? and when 
the King was armed, and in adtual Hoftilities, then his Allies kindly dropped 
him, and clapped up a feparate Peace, leaving him to fhift for himfelf. 
Could the King be pleafed to have all his Endeavours, for the States, eluded, 
and the Terms, he had almoft gained for them, be flighted as a Jeft? But 
it is. juft as the Method was at Home,. get the King into a War, and 
leave him; which fhews a loving Harmony between the Politicones on 
each Side of the Water. And the Author goes on with a Column of Re- 
{pect to the P—— of O » as if he alfo were furprifed at this wonder- 
ful Start of the Englifh, and cried Steddy, Steddy! right, when the States 
had made a feparate Peace, and the Parliament refufed to fupply the War, 
was there not great Reafon for the King to perfevere fteddily alone by him- 
felf without Ally, Provifions fufficient, or Money ? 

XLVIT. But now, to leave this Matter of the Money aptly concluded, I 
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think nothing is more argumentative, in fucha Cafe, to juftify the Taking of 600,000 1. 


given to the 


where there is Ground to demand, than Examples; and I thall give one Busch, 


inconteftable, and fuch as is capable of more Mifconftru€tion than in the 
King’s Cafe; and yet ftands approved by the folemn Aé of the Englifh Par- 
liament, It is that which gave the Dutch 600,000 /. on Pretence of Charges 
in fending over the P——. of O. Now for Mifconftrudtion, Suppofe 
the Popularity of that State to be as averfe to the P——-, as the Faétion in 
England were to the King ; might not the Antiftate Party have faid that 
their Governors had fold them for Money to the Englifb, and that the 
Prince, with his Englifh Intrigues, intended to mafter the Provinces; and, 
in order to that, was put by the States into a Way to be King of England, 
by which, and his Office of Stadtholder, he might govern arbitrarily in 
Holland? All which, if it had been fuggefted, muft have been falfe, as 
it was that the King of England was making a Leafe for three Years of 
his Parliament to the French, But fee what a Frame of Words may do 
out of factious Mouths. It is moft certain the King was, at that Time, a 
Fabius, cunttando refituit rem. There was a Defign to involve the Public 
in the general War of Europe. The latter Experience, from an aétua] En- 
joyment of it, fhews what a Deliverance was then had through the King’s 
Management; which, for the Honour of his Government, ought to be re- 
membered as long as any Hiftory remains, 

XLVHIL We have not yet taken our Leave of the little Wefiminfter 
Parliament, though the hort Sitting, and, partly, the Caufes have been 
touched; but it remains farther to be obferved that, whilft they fat, the 
King did all that was poffible to have kept fair with them. He yielded toall 
they defired about the Papifts, even to Blood. He made the Heads of the 
Country Party of his Privy Council, and left Danby to conteft the Vali- 
dity of his Pardon, but, with all that, they could not be eafy. They afked 
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“ of him to part with, his able and faithful Minifter of Sw#tch Affairs, the 


Sir William 
Fones drawn 
into Difcove- 
sies of him- 
felt by the 
King’s gra- 
cious Free- 
doms, 


Duke of Lauderdale; which the King took ill of them, sas knowing the 
Confequence, as well as his Enemi‘es Intent in it; and he had, in a Manner, 
refufed it twice before. The firft Time was fo early as April 1673, the 
next in May 1678, at the End of the Petition and Addrefs concerning pri- 
vate Advice. And now it was violently afked again, not only as to Englifh 
Affairs, but the Scotch alfo exprefly, which the King thought touched him. 
in the fenfitive Part. And then urging Daxdy fo hard, that the Drift was 
taken to be, not at him but at the King, expecting more private Letters to 
come forth into the Scene of Mifconftrution againft him; which was an 
Ufage no private Gentleman would take well. Thefe, and other Uneafi- 
nefles, made the King hearken to the Earl of Effex, who preffed and would 
not be jatisfied till he had diffolved them. But we are to confider his Lord- 
fhip was not alone, for the whole Faction co-operated; for, when the 
little Parliament was underftood fo well, as not to be depended on for the 
main Chance, and a new one muft be had, as more likely to go thorough- 
ftitch, it is not to be wondered that fome Men flew fo high againft the 
Court; for, by that Means, the Sitting was to be made impracticable. And 
the honeft Gentlemen, enchanted with a Sound of the Words Popery, 
France, and arbitrary Power, could not difcern the Aims of thefe Men, 
which was to affift their Friends at Court, who were working towards gain- 
ing another Parliamentary Election. 

XLIX. But, while this Parliament fat, which, I think, did not com- 
pleat above one Seffion, and all that While the King’s Friends, for Reafons 
touched before, were penfive, as if the King had been entirely furrendered 
to his Enemies, he himfelf was free and debonair with his fine new Coun- 
cil, and made no Shew but of his being entirely advifed by them. Sir W7//iam 
‘Fones, of whom J have fpoken before, if ever, was then happy, finding 
himfelf Attorney General, attending a Council and Miniftry almoft to his 
Heart’s Content; and the King himfelf not only appearing gracious, but 
condefcending to hold Dialogues with him, and to hear him talk for long 
Time together. It was obferved in the Houfe of Lords often, that the 
King and he would ftand together, and, fometimes, lean on the Hanging, 
in Converfation for a confiderable While. This made the Lords think that 
he had much of the King’s Ear, and would be a very great Man. And, 
without Doubt, he himfclf was of the fame Opinion, and, being charmed 
with this glorious Opportunity of forming the King's Mind to his Way of 
Reafoning, laid himfelf open to his Majefty in Difcoveries of himfelf, and 
of what Counfels were moft for his Majefty’s Service, and what his humble 
Advice was. And all this While, little confidered the King’s Character, 
whofe great Sagacity lay in fearching into and difcerning Mens Capacities 
and Intentions towards him, and far from being fuch a Novice in his Af- 
fairs, as to take Leffon of a meer Lawyer. But his Majefty, finding the 
Man inclined to melt in Difcoveries, afforded his Ear fo much to him; but 
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it was only to sound his Bottom, and to find what he and, perhaps, his 
Allies drove at And the King, having ,once taken this Advantage of his 
Prefumptions to his own Satisfaction, then foon, as to all fach Freedoms 
and Familiarities, laid him wholly afide, and thewed him ‘no Countenance 
at all. For the King’s Notions and his were very difcrepant, as may be 
imagined, confidering the latter coincided with the Meafures of his Ma- 
jefty’s approved Enemies. It is reafonable to think that, upon this mani- 
feft and terrible Alteration, the Attorney might find the Error of his over 
Forwardnefs when it was too late, and difcern that, inftead of being a 
Minifter, and at the Head of Counfels, he had loft that perfonal Intereft, 
whatever it was, he had with the King; whereby it was unlikely that he 
fhould advance, it was well if he kept his Ground: And fo his Hopes 
of the Common Pleas were much fet back, or rather funk; which might 
make him hearken to the Project of entering at another Doer, of which 
next, 

L, It was, at that Time, verily believed that the Earl of Effex took the 
Advantage of this Crifis, and perfuaded the Attorney to quit his Office. It 
feems the Game of Faction was now very hopeful ; the long Parliament, 
having differed with the King, had been diffolved, and another was chofen 
which, though not bad enough, was yet le(s difpofed to agree with the 
King than the former was; and, this being once diffolved, the next, by Rule 
of Proportion, muft be fuperlative, and to their Heart’s Content. For the 
Procefs of Elections had been fo wrought, that very many of the valuable 
and eftated Gentlemen had been already rejected in Counties and Towns 
for being Popifhly affeéted, Yorkifis, and the like; and nothing had hap- 
pened to mend the Matter on the King’s Side, but ftill worfe and worfe. 
So that, upon the Profpeét of anew Choice, and the Temper the Parliament 
was like to take, the Earl had a fair Walk to propofe, not only for the 
Service of the Party, but alfo for a furer Accefs to Preferment. It was 
plain the Attorney was loft, as to all Truft and Credit with the King, and 
could have no Hopes to come into the Common Pleas, on any Turn, by 
the Court Intereft. But, if he would leave his Poft in the King’s Service, 
and come into the Parliament with them, his Bufinefs would foon be done ; 
for the fame Means, as would make void the Place, and that they thought 
they were fure of, would fill it, There was but two Ways to enter, the 
one by the Court, and the other by the Parliament; the former was defpe- 
rate, and what then was left? The latter could not fail; for certainly the 
King muft come to yield in all Thingsto them, and they would foon make 
clear Board of all thefe arbitrary Men in Place, fuch as Sir Francis North, 
then the Lord Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas, Sc. The Earl might 
infift alfo that, being out of the Court, he would be able to ferve the Public 
with better Decorum and Effect (perhaps) than while in a Place of Truft 
and Profit. It would be conftrued Treachery, and be called fying in bis 
Mafter’s Face with bis Bread in bis Mouth; and withal he would have a 
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mighty Sway in the Houfe of Commons, fuch as no Min ever had the 
like: Every Thing would be done in the Houfe as he dittated, And, as 
no Arguments are fo powerful as thofe that are made good by Example 
and leading the Way, the Earl had alfo to fhew, that he was about to lay 
down his Office as chief Commiffioner of the Treafury; which he in Ear- 
neft did, and the Attorney foon after trode in his Steps. Thefe Confide- 
rations, whether derived from the Farl, as the common Opinion was, or 
from Confultation of the Party, or hisown Refentments, are furely a better 
Rationale of this Gentleman’s leaving fo valuable a Place, being worth no 
lefs than 6000 /. per Annum, than the Heats and Fatigues of the Plot, 
and other Formalities, inftead of Reafons, tranfcribed into this Compleat 
Hiflory out of the public Gazzette. 
Inroduion LI, Now I muft give Warning that we are entering into a Wildernefs of 
piped odd and diforderly Paflages, about which the Court, City, Country, and 
almoft all Eftates and Degrees of People were huddled together in a Con- 
fufion of Language like Badel, and of Adtions like thofe of Bedlam; of 
which to give a plain and clear Account, or make a Developement into an 
intelligible State of the Affairs, is fo difficult, that I cannot fatisfactorily 
determine within myfelf fo much as to infcribe a Title to the Effay I am 
about to make concerning them. But, to difmifs all farther Hefitation, I 
have thought to write the Word Adbborrers, being then a new and nice 
Term, introduced by the Faétion for the Purpofe of fuftaining the Charge 
of certain Offences of an hideous Nature, no Matter for knowing what ; 
and accordingly it was liberally, or rather furioufly, beftowed upon all Perfons 
that had aéted counter to them, I muft beg Pardon for not giving a Defi- 
nition or Interpretation of this bug Word here; becaufe, without unfolding 
all the Subject Matter, which only can define the Word, our Labour will 
be loft; and, in doing that, the Character of Abborrences will emerge of 
itfelf. And if, in the Courfe of that which I am coming to, I (hall gather 
in diverfe ftrange and outlying Circumftances of Fact, and argue Defigns 
that do not fall aptly under that Title, not much Wrong will be done; 
and all fhall have, fome more fome lefs remote, Dependance on the prin- 
cipal Verb; and, incidently, I think, I fhall thew our Author, in his proper 
Colours, for ever to be Abborred, 
The next LIL It muft be remembered that, our little Wefminffer Parliament be- 
woiminfer. ing diffolved, another was fummoned to meet in Oéfuber 1679: And that 
ee a was accordingly chofen, but did not fit to act till Odfober 1680, being put 
Prejudice a- Off, by diverfe Prorogations, to that Time; and this was called the We/- 
gaint the a inffer Parliament, or the laff Weftminfter Parliament, as we may happen 
oe to ftyle it. After what hath,been touched. already of factious Methods, I 
mutt leave it to Imagination to conceive the Means ufed to procure to be 
chofen, in all Places, Men abfolutely averfe and irreconcileable to the 
Court, from what Inducements or Caufes foever it proceeded; that is, ia 
plain Terms, the moft inveterate Party Men. that could be found above 


Ground: 


Crap. VIL EXAMEN. sar 


Ground to be fet up. And, as it would be hard to thew any honeft In-. 
ftance of their Conduct, fo it will be difficult.to fhew any one bad, and 
not put in Pra€tice. Lying, Threatening, # lattering, Promifing, Debauch- 
ing, Corrupting, Violence, &c, iffued regularly by Order of Superiors to 
Inferiors of Cabals, Clubs, and Coffee-Houfes, and fo on to the Hack-Run- 
ners and Writers, for due Difperfion of the Saints Will and Pleafure, to in- 
fluence Ele¢tions in all Places where fuch reafonable Applications were 
thought conducing. The Characters of Perfons were entirely the Property 
of this Body Politic to difpofe of, Such Perfons, as were fitting to be fo 
dreffled up, were Papifts either open or mafqueraded, Mafs Papifts, or 
Church Papifts. No Courfe of Life, religious or virtuous, was a Security 
againft thefe Charms. Others, by the fame Conjuration, were fet out and 
launched for Proteftants, nay zealous true Proteftants, and, though not 
worth a Groat, great Defenders of Liberty and Property; and, who could 
forbear choofing thefe, and rejecting the others? But generally, to fave the 
Expence of Words, the Faction ferved themfelves of the Terms good and 
bad, which, being before-hand well explicated to the People, fhewed them 
whom they fhould take or leave. And, whether thefe glorious Carryings 
on were correfponded in the Temper and the Proceedings of the enfuing 
Parliament, the following Account of it muft declare. 

LHI, But, before we come to that, we have a large Field to walk over; The new Par 
the Parliamentary Vacation, which lafted about a Year, and afforded Mat lament met 
ter enough. For, as the Faction thought, Time was. now tipe, and the Time, and 
Fruit ready to fall, and they were impatient to be at it; and partly to ex- Petitions fee 
afperate Matters, and alfo to keep the Party warm, leaft Time and happy their fittiog ins 
Eafe thould make them drowfy in Sedition, and as well content to reft, and 2 feandalous 
enjoy the good Peace they had; and partly to haften on the Work, or, ra~ “9% 
ther by Numbers of People, Noife, and a Shew of Univerfality for the 

-Exclufion Bill, to raife up the moft powerful Reafon could be pretended 
for it, fince it was taken for granted the King would yield to what every 
Body defired; or it may be meerly to affront the King, and to make him 
appear little and contemptible, or, worfe, a Tyrant, that intended to la 
afide Parliaments, and to govern without them; they fet on Foot a Trade 
of foliciting the People to {et their Hands to Petitions, to be delivered'to the 
King, humbly befeeching that his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to let 
his Parliament fit and at; but ftuffed with fuch faucy Expreffions, Refleétions; 
and Infinuations, as, being printed, might have the Effect of fcandalous Li~ 
bels upon the Government. The firft Beginning was by fome grand Juries, 
Who made Prefentments of their humble Requefts to his Majefty, defiring 
the Judges to lay the Matter before him. The City of London; in their 
Common-Council, impudently enough in the Manner, framed: a Petition,, 
which was printed and pofted; and. then the Humor run on in moft: popu 
lous Towns, and fo came to the Counties at large in a daring: menacing. 
Way, as. was moft offenfive to, all good Men who. defired to- live: quietly, 
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and in peaceable good Order. The Managers of thefe Petitions ufed all 
"Manner of Arts, dexter and finifter, to gain People’s Hands or Marks, and 
generally looked rude and four,tas if it were not fafe to refufe them. And’ 
they never failed to feafon their engaging Talk with fcandalous Infinua- 
tions againft the King; but plainly declaring that, without the Parliament's 
fitting, Popery would come in, the People be made Slaves, if not hanged 
at their own Doors; the French Power was to do it. They defigned to 
have the Hand or Mark of every voting Freeholder, Citifen, and Burgher 
in England whom they could influence, or any Way compafs, to fign one 
of thefe Petitions for the fitting of the Parliament, as it was then worded, 
and this Author is pleafed to phrafe it, as I thall thew. 
The Method LIV. But, for the effe€ting fo great a Work as this, it was neceffary to 
yaa inftitute a Method of Proceeding, and to retrench the laborious Part as 
andthe faucy much as they could. And thus it was done. Petitions in Form, as had 
prefenting of been authehtically prepared for the Sake of the Unlearned, were written, 
mek Fab or, as I take it, printed upon Parchments of a prefcribed, Width, with 
large Blanks underneath ; and thefe were put into the Hands of Agitants 
and Sub-agitants in the Countries about, branching forth fo nice as into 
Hundreds, Towns, and Villages, if any Thing populous, or affording con- 
fiding Perfons to negotiate. And thefe Agitators, being choice Party-Men, 
and well inftructed, went to every free Voter, and indeed every one, as 
they came in their Way, demanding their Hands to the Petition ; and did 
it in fuch a Manner, as a plain Man knew not well whether it was lawful 
for him to refufe or no. And when this Hand-Tax was gathered, the 
Parchment Petition was fent up to a fele& Affembly or Club, who had this 
Adminiftration in Charge. And there the Bead-Roll of Hands and Marks 
was cut off the feveral Petitions out of one County, except one, and to that 
all the reft were glued, So there appeared a fair Petition, entitled, From 
all the Freeholders, ce, And, the Roll being opened and extended, there 
appeared more Shapes than ever Dreams prefented, looking as if they were 
alive, and like Infects, crawling about, or as the half formed equivocal Ver- 
min in the Mud of Néle; but looking clofer, they all fhewed themfelves no 
other than Hieroglyphics of Clowns. And, rather than want a due Number 
of thefe Monfters, it was common for the Agitators, or their Matters; to forge 
Marks and Names, as they would have, and fo fave a great Deal of trotting 
about, without fo much as feeing the Parties, or caring whether they ap- 
proved it or no. But, for certain, the Work was carried on with fuch 
pragmatical Impertinence and Impetuofity, as well as Infolence and Scandal 
to the Government, that Words can fcarce reprefent the true Genius of 
the Proceeding. And, after all, a Parcelof the boldeft Fellows they could 
get, were fet to gain an Opportunity, as the King paffed in public Places, to 
prefent them: For it will be fuppofed the Courtiers were not ambitious to 
introduce them, Care was caken not to exceed the Number of ten Perfons 
together, according as the Statute againft tumultuous Petitions hath limited ; 
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elfe, as in the Time of King Charles I, they would have been better at 
tended. But, in this Manner, diverfe were delivered to the King, and 
fome very faucily. One from Taunton Dean was brought up by a Man 
whofe Sirname was Dare: He, with his Fellows, waited upon the Stairs 
of the Houfe of Lords, and, as the King came down, put the Roll into his 
Hand; the King afked, How he dared do that? Sir, {aid he, my Name ts 
Dare. But he had better been afleep elfewhere; for he was afterwards 
caught {peaking feditious Words, and was punithed by the Judge of Affife; 
and the Judge, who was then Mr. Juftice Fones, being preffed to intercede 
to the King for him, anfwered, He knew no Favour he deferved; which 
was afterwards put among the Sins of the Judges, as I thall thew. 

LV, It may be wondered at, that a Government fhould appear fo weak Reafons for 
to fuffer {uch an effrontuous Proceeding to run on to this Height, as hath Site wah 
been defcribed ; and indeed, nothing but an immediate View and Obferva- while, which 
tion of the Times, as we had, can reconcile it to common Senfe, It is to Hee 
be confidered, that the King was intent upon working a Cure upon the ter to Addre- 
People of the Prejudices that Fa@tion had vented amongft them; which fing, that is, 
was not to be done by any other Means than by his not interpofing in any “”ri"s- 
Manner but that of the Law, by the ordinary Magiftrates, and through all 
the Forms the Law requires; and not only to avoid the Exercife of his 
Prerogative againft the Law, but every Thing that might be perverted to a 
Senfe as if he did fo. For fo many Confequences depended upon that, as. 
made it reafonable rather to bear with Irregularities, than do any Thing out 
of the common Road. This was the Method that broke the Force of 
Oates’s Plot, as hath been thewed, and did actually retund' the Force of 
this Defign of reproaching the King, as will appear. And, what was very 
obfervable, and may ferve for a Memento for all like Doings hereafter, as 
Brutum Fulmen, it began with its greateft Efficacy, and then, by Degrees, 
it wafted, and, at Length, dwindled to nothing ; after which it took a Ca-~ 
reer in a clean contrary Direction, and run as violently the contrary Way; 
which was the People’s running into an Humor of addrefling; the Purport 
of which was, generally, entire Reliance on his Majefty’s Goodnefs and 
Wifdom when his Parliament fhould fit, which they did not defire till he 
thought fit; and their 4éhorring the late Praétices about petitioning. It is. 
fcarce credible how much this enraged the Faction, who had not been ufed: 
to Turns like this; and it produced fo great an Abufe of Power, in a Place 
that fhall be namelefs, as, for the Time, loft great Part of the Credit and 
Authority depending thereon, as ufed to belong there. As for Fa@tion and 
Sedition, the whole Compages of it, that had long been framing, fell to 
Pieces, and tumbled in Confufion about the Ears of the Party. Here are 
the main Lines of this Abborring Affair, whereof the Ingredients, Order, 
and Manner I am next to demonitrate through the various particular Turns 
and Influences it had. can 
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LVI. It was noted that the Confederacy of a few bufy Men makes a 
Shew of great Numbers; becaufe all join in one Noife whilft honeft Men 
are filent. Therefore the litthe or no Oppofition, at firft, to this Handga- 
thering Trade did not conclude, as feemed, that the Generality approved 
of it; for almoft all the conformable Gentlemen in England detefted it ; 
and what a Body they were, foon appeared, The indifferent Country-men 
of Subftance were far from approving it, for, faid they, we are at Eafe, 
and why fhould we trouble ourfelves? And, from the Beginning, fome Dif- 
countenance, or actual Oppofition, was given by hot Contefts and Difputes 
with the Agitators, and, notwithftanding their fupercilions Threats, the 
Oppofition encreafed upon their Hands, till a perfect Diftin€tion was formed 
of Petitioner and Anti-petitioner; which exercifed the eager Spirits in Cor- 
porations and Market-Towns for fome Time. But none had fo much Rea- 
fon to be offended, as the King had, againft whom the whole Train was 
pointed; and, having his Eye early enough upon what was brewing, and 
how the Fa@ion was about to deal with him, he was refolved, and waited 
only a fair Opportunity, by Methods of Law, to give ita Check, For it 
was a firm Maxim, at that Time, to do nothing violent, or conftruable 
againft Law. And the rather, becaufe this was called a Right to petition 
(which the Party continually exaggerated, though none contradicted them) 
and, being for the Sitting of the Parliament, was popular, and, as was fup- 
pofed, very tender and sfice with Refpeét to the Parliament itfelf, and.their 
Refentment of it whenever they fhould meet, And it was confidered alfo. 
that, if any unlucky Queftions arofe, they muft be determined there, and, 
probably, not without great Prejudices and Ardor, And the Pretence of an 
Oppofition to a Parliamentary Right, as it would be accounted, might be 
made an Handle for the averfe Members to draw others, and fo to hinder 
all the King’s Defires in Parliament. Thefe Matters, all weighed together, 
made it a nice Confideration how to deal in the Affair. And the Senfe of 
it was, at the firft, fo exquifite, that the King’s beft Friends durft not 
meddle; although the very Neutrality was termed the being againft Peti- 
tioning. And the whole factious Party breathed terrible Inflictions to fall 
upon the Antipetitioners whenever the Parliament fat; and, in the mean 
Time, treated them with the fame Refpect, Humanity, and Moderation, as 
they did thofe who did not believe the Plot. 

LVII. As the Evil grew up firft in and about London, where Faction 
was more artificial and bolder, and, from thence, was founded forth to lead 
the reft of England; fo the King defired it might receive the earlieft Check 
there, and in fuch a Manner as might reverfe the Example, and give a 
tolerable Difpofition to better Manners in other Places. And accordingly the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen were fent for to attend his Majefty in Council ; 
and they appeared, and Sir George Yeffries, then Recorder, was their 
Spokefman. They were tolilf chat diverfe editious Practices were carried on 
in the City upon Pretence of Petitioning for the Sitting of the Parliament, 

and 
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and that ill Men went about, in a turbulent Way, importuning quiet Cit 

fens and others to fet their Hands; which was againft the Laws, tending to 
Breach of the Peace, and a great Offence to his Majefty, in whofe Power 
it was to appoint the Sitting of the Parliament, as in his Royal Wifdom 
he fhould think fit. And the King expected from them, who were the 
Magiftrates, and inftruéted to keep Peace and good Order in the City, that 
they fhould find Means to prevent or punith fuch undue Praétices as thefe 
were, The Lord Mayor, who then was a Zealot of the fa@ious Party, 
anfwered for the Magiftracy of the City, ‘that they knew of no Courfe they 
might by Law take to fapprefs this Inconvenience; for the People took it 
for a Right in them to petition to his Majefty upon any Grievance they 
were fenfible of, and they aéted upon that Principle only, and were very 
earneft in their Adherence to it. Therefore they humbly defired that his 
Majefty would: be pleafed to dire& what they were todo, The Recorder 
Series, who was not one of the Intrepid, defiring to put the BufinefS off 
from the City back upon the Council, and Officers of the Crown, moved 
that his Majefty would be pleafed, by his Order in Council, to iffue his 
Royal Proclamation, whereby his Majefty fhould prohibit the framing and 
prefenting any fuch Petitions, and command all the Magiftrates of the 
Peace to punifh all Perfons acting to the contrary. This, he faid, would 
oblige. all Mayors and. Juftices:to-be ‘diligent-and ‘active, in their Stations, 
to gunith; and..Men, being fearful: of the Punifithest; would forbear to 
offed. This was thought fomewhat grofs; and few, if any, approved of 
it. But the Lord Chief Juftice North ftood up, and, taking Notice of the 
Recorder’s Motion, faid he thought a Proclamation of that Tenor would 
be of no Service, but rather prejudicial, and might admit of very captious 
Conftruction. But yet he thought a Royal Proclamation might be fo 
framed upon the fubject Matter, and the Law as it ftood relating to it, 
as would be of very great Ufe. And then he propofed his Scheme, which 
was, that the Proclamation fhould by no Means prohibit the petitioning 
his Majefty in any Cafe, much lefs in Cafe of the Parliament: But it might 
take Notice of certain ill People who, upon the {pecious Pretence of Pe- 
titioning, went about in a feditious and tumultuous Manner, gathering 
Hands to certain Papers, purporting to be, &c. and-then to forbid all fach 
tumultuous and feditious Proceedings, enjoining all Magiftrates to’ punith 
the Offenders. And his Lordthip faid farther, that fach a Proclamation, 
though not diredtly againft the Thing, but the Manner only, would be a 
great Encouragement to, and fupport his Majefty’s Friends, who were not 
a fewnor inconfiderable, and, if fuftained by his Majefty’s Authority, would 
put theméelves forward, and, in a private Capacity, though the Magiftrates 
did nothing, go a great Way in sefifting the Agitators, And it was of great 
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TheProcla- - LVI. The King was very well pleafed with this Motion, and, no one 

aed aes faying any Thing to the contrary, his Majefty called upon Sir Crefwell 

Lord Chief Leving, the Attorney General, and commanded him to prepare the Pro- 

Juttice North clamation upon the Senfe of the Council. The Attorney came forward, 

te eee and, having heard his Charge, and in great Concern leaft the Thorn thould 

Caution. ftick in his Foot, after fome Hums and Haws, faid He did not well un- 
derftand what my Lord Chief “fuftice meant, and defired of bis Majefty, 
that bis Lordfhip might draw the Proclamation. Such Shoving was there 
of this Bufinefs, to and fro, from one to another! At Length the King, 
turning to his Chief Juftice, faid, My Lord, I think then you muft draw 
this Proclamation, The Chief Juftice ftood up, And, Sire, faid he, it is 
the Office of your Majefly's Attorney General to prepare all Royal Pro- 
clamations, and it is not proper for any one elfe to do it; and he begged 
that his Majefty’s Affairs might go in their Courfe; and if, in this Matter, 
Mr, Attorney General doubted any Thing, and would give himfelf the 
Trouble to call upon him, he would give him the beft Affiftance he could: 
And fo the Matter went off. Upon this, the Chief Juftice looked upon 
himfelf to be really, and in Effect, under a Charge to draw this Procla- 
mation; however, as to the formal Part and Outfide, it went by the At- 
torney General as of Courfe, And, accordingly, he applied himfelf to it, 
And, after it fell out that his Lordfhip was queftioned for this Proclamation 
(as I fhall relate) he told his Friends that, at the very Time, he was ap- 
prehenfive it would have that Confequence, and that he penned every 
Word and Syllable in it, as if each was to have been an Article of a cri- 
minal Charge againft him, And becaufe the Thing is, in itfelf, a matterly 
Stroke, and made the Subjeét of much ado in Parliament, and our Author, 
in his Hifory here, hath abominably abufed it, I have thought fit to fub- 
join the Proclamation itfelf, in the very Words, after a Copy I have acci~ 
dentally by me, 


“CHARLES REX, 
“« His. Majefty’s Proclamation againft tumultuous Petitions, 


The Proclas LIX. « Whereas his Majefty hath been informed that diverfe evil dif 
mation itflf. ¢ pofed Perfons at this Time endeavour, in feveral Parts of this Kingdom, 
** to frame Petitions to his Majefty for fpecious Ends and Purpofes relating 

* to the Public, and thereupon to colleét and procure to the fame, the 
«« Hands or Subfcriptions of Multitudes of his Majefty’s Subjects ; which 
«« Proceedings are contrary to the common and known Laws of this Land, 
‘ for that they tend to. promote Difcontents among the People, and to raife 
“« Sedition and Rebellion. His Majefty, confidering the evil Confequences 
“* that may happen if fuch Offences fhould go unpunithed, and Ici that 
“ any of his good Subjects Fheuld be inveigied by plaufible Pretences, oz 
*« fhould, through Inadvertsnce og Ignorance, be engaged to a Breach os the 
oes " ers “4 <c Ws: 


a 
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« Laws in any of the Particulars aforefaid, his Majefty therefore hath 
thought fit (by the Advice of his Privy Council) to declare and make 
the fame known by this his Royal Proclamation, and doth hereby ftridly 
charge and command all and every of his loving Subjects, of what Rank 
or Degree foever, that they prefume not to agitate or promote any fuch 
Subfcriptions, nor in any wife join in any Petition in that Manner to be 
preferred to his Majefty upon Peril of the utmoft Rigor of the Law that 
may be inflicted for the fame. And his Majefty doth farther command 
all Magiftrates and other Officers, to whom it fhall appertain, to take 
effectual Care that all fuch Offenders againft the Laws be profecuted and 
punifhed according to their Demerits. Given, &c. December 12, 1679. 
Anno Reg. 31.” 

LX. It is obvious enough to any one, that knows the Courfe of Affairs in 
England, to difcern the Art and Caution of this Draught; therefore it would 
be fuperfluous to comment upon it; only, for Eafe, take an Inftance or two 
of the Chief. One is in the Words relating to the Public, where 
the Word Parliament is declined. Then not to agitate any fuch (not 
Petitions but) Sud/eriptions, nor join in any Petitions (not generally, 
nor referring to the Matter, but) iz that Manner, _Thefe for a Tafte; but, 
in the Main, the Event thewed that the Proclamation was no lefs wifely ad- 
vifed, than carefully prepared. For, as foon as it came down into the 
Countries and Places where the Agitators were at Work, the Loyal Party 
took a new Life from it, and ftrangely exerted themfelves in Oppofition to 
the whole Defign, and, without puzzling upon nice Diftinétions, they laid 
on with the King’s Pleafure, fignified by his Proclamation, that he would 
have no fuch Petitions come to him; and fo, without farther Diftinétion or 
Ceremony, withftood the Agents in the Face of the People, and, in moft 
Places, drove them and their Ware quite away ; and, out of the Lines of 
a factious Guard, they durft fcarce thew their Heads; and the Practices of 
Forty One, with many Epithets relating to them, were liberally beftowed. 
And, what was more cutting, Sir Francis Withins, chief Steward of the 
Franchife Court of Weftminfter, brought an Addrefs to the King, and 
Sir George Sfeffries another from the Loyal Citifens. of London, wherein 
they declared this Way of Petitioning to be the Method of Forty One, and 
intended to bring his Majefty to the Block, as his Father was brought; all 
which Doings they abhorred, And thefe Addreffes being gracioufly received 
by the King, the Train took, and the Frolic went all over England, fo as 
there was fcarce an Affifes, or confiderable Town, that did not fend up 
their Addrefs of Abborrence (as it was called) whereby, inftead of being 
importuned by factious Affronts, the King was diverted by great Variety of 
Loyal Profeffions, and entire Reliances upon him, and other dutiful Ex- 
preffions. And, whoever is acquainted with the copious Eloquence of Ad- 
dreffes, efpecially in the early Ufe of them at ¥his Time, will not wonder 
at the plain Dealing, as well as ftrong penned Figures, in them. They 
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“galled a Spade a Spade, declared the Petitioners to be feditious, tumultuous, 


and rebellious Perfons, the very Dregs of Forty One, who were playing 
the fame Game over again; and that they detefted, hated, and ebborred 
all fuch villainous and traiterous Doings: And a World of fuch Flowers 
went to the Adorning thefe Returns of the People’s Duty to the King ; 
and fcarce in any one of them the Word dbhor was wanted; which gave 
the Faction, in their Turn, Occafion to fall upon the Loyallifts with that 
Term, in Manner as I thall thew; and thence the Addrefles, on this Oc- 
cafion, were called Abhorrences. But, call them as you pleafe, it is certain 
that, at the Time, coming forth in the printed Gazette, they did the Work 
effectually, and put a final Stop to the whole Proceeding about Petitioning 
for the Sitting of this Parliament. 

LXI. It may well be conceived with what flaming Difpleafure and Rage, 
the Faction entertained this Crifis, It was crofs to all their Defigns, and 
againft all Manner of Expectation, as much as if it had been, in their 
Opinions, a natural Impoffibility that it fhould fucceed as it did. They 
thought to have hunted the King down with their Petitions, and, inftead of 
that, the Nation was prepared to refent any ill Ufage the King fhould 
receive from them; and, of that Ufage, not a little was intended ; and 
this counter Work was refented accordingly, as the Sequel will thew. 
I remember well in Trinity Term after, as the Weather was hot, the 
Party Men flamed. We could obferve, as they paffed to and fro, Fury in 
their Countenances; and we could not avoid hearing the ftately Sounds 
of G damn all thefe Abborrers, Plague take all thefe Abborrers, 
and the like ; not without Affronts to particular Perfons, as fome hap- 
pened to meet, calling them Adborring. Dogs; . fo. that’-we “wondered 
there were no more public Quarrels upon the Matter. But it was their 
univocal Declaration, that, when the Parliament fat, thefe damned Abhor- 
rers fhould certainly hang for’t. And, in particular, the Lord Chief Juftice 
North thould hear of his Proclamation; and, for his better Confolation, 
Sir William Sfones made him a Vifit to let him know he would be impeach- 
ed, and how would he defend himfelf? To which he anfwered only that 
Mr. Attorney General was the proper Officer, and muft give an Account of 
what belonged to bis Office. We may remember, in a former Part, that the 
Earl of Sunderland, as Secretary of State, charged the Weftern Judges to 
declare in the Country the King’s Pleafure in Favour of Proteftant Diffen- 
ters; and I there referred one Point of his Lordfhip’s Charge to another 
Place, which was intended, as is proper, here: And it was that they fhould 
give public Difcountenance to all Petitioners, and to encourage the Anti- 
petitioners, The Meaning of this was as well underftood as that of the 
other; and that it was no better than a Snare laid for them, For, if they 
had done any Thing purfuang_to this Charge, they had been expofed to be 
queftioned in Parliament upyn what Senfe the Fa@tion would have pleafed 
to reprefent it in. And no. Wonder; for what had Judges to do with Par- 
laments fitting or not, or petitioning for it? A {mall Slip here had done 

as more 
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more than drawing the Proclamation. Such Reafon have Judges, that have 


the Law for their Rule, to keep within the Compats of it; and not ftray in- 
to factious Meafures, or divert for pleafing or difpleafing any Interefts which 
the Courfe of Law doth not bring before them ; but, within that Sphere, 
not to care who is pleafed or difpleafed. 

LXIl, Towards the Meeting of the Parliament in OGober, the Difcourfe 
in moft Companies, in and about London, was about the poor Abhorrers, 
and the fad Cataftrophe that attended them. Few could guefs what or how, 
but for certain their Mortification would be great; for the Parliament would 
certainly vindicate a Privilege fo effential to the Conftitution, as petition- 
ing for their Meeting and Sitting was fuppofed to be: And this put abun- 
dance of People, of fubvirile Tempers, into a Twitter, and raifed a Cha- 
grin upon many that headed them. The Faétion declared much worfe than 
they could poffibly do, though they profered at all, and went a great Way 
towards farther Infli@tions. The Parliament was no fooner met and fettled 
to do Bufinefs, but, taking into Confideration the Matter of Petitioning for 


Sitting of the Parliament, they proceeded to lay a Foundation, for what. 


followed, by three Refolutions. The firft afferted the People’s Right to Pe- 
tition. 2. That to traduce Petitioning, as tumultuous or feditious, is a be- 
traying the Liberty of the Subject, and tends to the introducing of Arbitrary 
Power, ' (This refpects chiefly the Proclamation.) 3. To. appoint a Com- 
mittee to enquire after thefe Offenders. Here wire enetieh to make the .44- 
horrers (fo very obnoxious as, by moft People, they were accounted) look 

out (harp, and provide the beft Interefts and Defences they could make. 
LXIU. The firft Perfon touched was Sir Francis Withins, the Steward 
of Weftminfter ; he, being a Member, was to be charged in the Houfe, and 
to have Liberty to anfwer in his Place before any Cenfure of the Houfe 
paffed upon him. And all that this Hiftory before us tells of him, is that 
he received a Reprimand at the Bar, and was turned out of the Houfe; 
but nothing of his Circumftances or Behaviour, which were very confide- 
rable in his Cafe, He was one of moderate Capacity in the Law, but a 
Voluptuary; and fuch are commonly very timid, and, in great Difficulties, 
abject ; otherwife, he wasa very gentile Perfon, what was called a very honeft 
Fellow, and no Debtor tothe Bottle. Some cunning Perfons, that had found 
out his Foible, and Ignorance of Trap, firtt put him in great Fright, telling 
him he would certainly be hanged, as the Ringleader of all this Bufinefs, 
and then they fetched him off with Advice which was the beft Way for 
him to efcape. He muft by no Means juftify what he had done, no, that 
would but irritate; and the Houfe would make their Examples of thofe that 
difputed upon the Right, which they were refolved to vindicate to the laft 
Degree. They had no Diftafte at his Perfon; and, if he would do the 
Caufe Right, although a Ringleader, he might come off; elfe——. Now 
there were many gallant Gentlemen in the Hoife, of great Eftates and In- 
terefts in their Countries, who were Friends to fhefe Abborrers, and would 
have 
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"have done this Gentleman all the Service they could, if he had not loft him- 
flf by his Behaviour ; that is if he had ftood manfully to what he had 
done, and declared that he knew no Law he had broken, and would juftify 
himfelf. But, inftead of this, or any thing like it, he ftood up in his 
Place, and, after a few Whimpers, and a Wipe, he faid to this Effe@, viz, 
That he did promote and carry up that Abborrence, but he knew at the 
Time he was in the Wrong, only he thought it would pleafe the King; and 
fo, owning the Thing was againft Law, begged Pardon. This {neaking 
Come-off fo difgufted even his Friends, that they joined all with the Coun- 
try Party, and, with one common Confent, Nemine Contradicente, kicked 
him out of the Houfe, as one not fit for Gentlemens Company. And, if 
the Character of fuch treacherous Advice be (as they call it) making a Man 
befh—te himfelf, they were much in the Right, and had not miftaken 
their Man. 


Sir George Jf-  LXIV. The next Cafe, that came on, was that of Sir George Seffries, 


Sries guise 


Recorder fhip, 


* the Recorder of London, which had as poor aCome-off. Our Hiftory here 


is reprimand. tells us that he was removed from his Recorderfhip by Vote, which was not 
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fo, as will appear. But there was a Trick alfo in that Matter; for the 
ght Party had a great Mind to get Sir George Treby in to be Recorder of Lon- 
don; for he was a trufty Confident of Faction. It feems that, in Conclu- 
fion, Sir George Fefries had a Reprimand upon his Knees at the Bar, and 
fo came off for his Crime of abborring ; which was thought a fair Compo- 
fition, after fuch Difcourfe as had been of impeaching their Heads off But 
the Preliminary Article fine gud non, was that he thould furrender his Place 
of Recorder, to which, in the End, he agreed, and did accordingly, and 
(as was concerted) Treby fucceeded him, But this Offence of his was, by 
the Order of the Houfe, intimated to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, that 
they might not want a Caufe to return upon a Mandamus, in Cafe they 
fhould thereupon have turned him out; for if he had not complied, but ftood 
on his Right, he muft have had all the Defences the Law allowed, and 
might have argued fuch a Matter, returned, not to be a fufficient Caufe ; 
and the Judges would have done him Right. This Confideration made the 
Party take up the intimidating Procefs, and gain Poffeffion by a Surrender 
without Suit in Law. The great Difficulty, that lay upon the Spirits of 
Sir George Feffries, was to come off well with the King; left this com- 
pounding with the Commons fhould confound him at Court. Therefore he 
begged of his Majefty that he would give him leave to furrender his Place f 
which the King was loth to do, becaufe he was of fuch an over-ruling Ge- 
nius, and ftern Behaviour towards Men whom he pretended to awe, as en- 
abled him to be very influential among the Citifens, and, in other Refpects, 
could not be fo well employed. He befeeched, entreated, and importuned 
the King fo very much, that, at laft, the King granted his Requeft ; fo, 
having his Majefty’s Leave to-fefign, he took his Chiding, and was, as he 
thought, reéfus in Curia. But the ever facetious King was pleafed to laugh 
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and fay that Sir George Jeffries was not Parliament Proof; and, however 
he found Intereft in Corners about the Court, the King never had a real 
Value-for him after. 

LXV. Now, before I touch upon the Troubles that fell upon the Minor 
Abborrers, Y thall take up the Cafe of the Lord Chief Juftice North upon 
the Proclamation. ‘The Author fays nothing of the whole Matter but this: 
That for aiding and afffting in the drawing up a Proclamation againj? pe- 
titioning for fitting of the Parliament, the Commons vote it a Ground jor an 
Impeachment of High Crimes and Mifdemeanors, out of which Account we 
know nothing at all of the ftrange and unaccountable Steps that Affair 
had. And, in thofe few Words, the Author abufeth the whole Matter ; 
for the Proclamation was not entitled againft petitioning, as the Author 
muit mean, but againft tumultuous Petitions, which is the very Title of the 
A& of Parliament in that Matter; nor is there any thing in the Body-of it 
to that Intent, much lefs againft petitioning for fitting of the Parliament, 
of which there is not a Syllable; but the Defence of the Cafe will lead to 
fhew this Affair more exprefs; and, in order to that, I find it neceffary to 
fet forth all that fell in my Way to know of the whole Concern. And 
firft, it muft needs appear very extraordinary, that the Attorney General, 
who was the proper Officer, only anfwerable for the Legality of his Offi- 
cial Acts, fhould not be taken Notice of,. but.another. Perfon, in no Relation 
to the Matter, but, as any Friend might be, Affiftant to him, thall be fe 
lected to anfwer, as if he, and not the other, were the proper Officer, 
There was as diret a Ground to queftion the Clerk that writes, or any 
one that prepares a Draught, or corrects the Engh/b, This was ftraining 
hard to compafs a Fault ; but nothing is {trange when a Spirit of Wilful- 
nefs, not without the Adjunct of fome Selfifhnefs into the Bargain, a€tuates 
fuch Proceedings, whereof the true Springs will foon be made plain, But 
I mutt intimate beforehand, that we fhall not continue in this ferious Hu- 
mor; for, amidft this Tragedy of Abhorrers, there will be fome Scenes of 
Comedy. 

LXVI. For, upon the mention of fuch a Proclamation, as has beer 
fhewed, faid to be againft the Subject’s Right of petitioning for a Parlia. 
ment, it was alledged in the Houfe that fome great Perfon advifed and 
atlifted in the drawing of it up, who ought to know better; and, if the 
Matter were well examined into, it would be found that a Perfon learned 
in the Law, ay, anda Privy Counfellor, was concerned deep in the whole 
Matter; and {uch an Offence, fo near the King, was much greater than in 
any other at more Diftance. Thereupon it was ordered that Mr. Attorney 
Levinz fhould attend at the Bar of the Houfe to give an Account (not, as 
one would expect, of his Reafons for preparing fuch a Proclamation, being 
the proper Officer, but) who affifted in the drawing of it up. And this 
was done before there was any Proof to the Houfe. that he had any Affiftance 
at all, So the Principal was to redeem himlelf by finding out and ee 
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Acceflary, the latter cannot be fo much as indiéted till the other is attaint; 
becaufe the Reality of the Thing muft firft be made appear to which a Man is 
fappofed to be an Acceffary ; but Parliamentary Affairs are not fo" ftridly 
tied up, The Attorney General attended to anfwer touching this Matter, 
and, the Queftion being propofed to him, Who affified him, &c, he modeft- 
ly declined anfwering, and hoped the Houfe would not compel him to dif- 
cover Perfons to whom he was obliged for any Affiftance in his Office. Up- 
on that, being fo ordered, he withdrew, and went into the Retiring-Room 
in the Lobby, where he fat him down. Soon after followed Sir William 
‘Sones who headed this Proceeding. He ftaid with the Attorney five or fix 
Minutes, and then went into the Houfe, and, ina fhort Space after, the 
Attorney was called in again and told, the Houfe was not fatisfied with his 
Declinatory, and he muft anfwer. He held off ftill, and, being withdrawn, 
Sir William ‘“fones followed as before; and, returning to the Houfe, the 
Attorney was fent for again, ‘This Dance was repeated at leaft four Times ; 
which had a very odd Figure to us in the Lobby, that faw only the Out- 
fide of the Bufinefs. But it was prefumed there that Sir William was of 
the fame Inns of Court with the Attorney, and acted the Part of a Friend 
to him, taking all this Pains to fave him from the Tower. It was not 
doubted but the Subject of their Difcourfe was a Neceffity that the At- 
torney fhould name the Chief Juftice to have been his Affiftant, which was 
all that was expected from him; elfe he muft fall under the Indignation 
of the Houfe as a refractory Perfon, and be fent to the Tower, and ftand 
the Impeachment himfelf; for the Houfe knew as well as himfelf who it 
was. So, at length, having ftood out as long as he could, to falve the De- 
cency of the Matter, as touching the naming of his Friend, the Attorney 
declared in the Houfe that the Lord Chief Juftice North affifted him, Then, 
that Name once founded in the Honfe, which was all they laboured for, 
the Members proceeded to debate the Confequences. 

LXVII. And then, as the Ufe, in Matters of great Concern, is, Abun- 
dance of Members fpoke, one after another, without any Contradition, 
aggravating the Matter, and fhewing the high Neceffity of making the Of- 
fence Exemplary. There was, in the Houfe, on the other Side, a confide- 
rable Body as might in Value, though not in Numbers, exceed the other ; 
and thefe, being, for the more Part, old Parliament Men, underftood the 
Courfe of thefe Affairs in the Houfe, and how beft to deal with them. 
They faid nothing, but lay in wait for an Opportunity to ftave off the De- 


, bate, and divert the Queftion, which, probably, whatever Terms of Seve- 


rity it went upon, would, at that Time, have pafled into a Vote: And 
the Aim of a great many was, as in the Bufinefs of Bernardsftoz, and, fince, 
that of Sir George Féffries, to give the Chief Juftice a Lift out of his Place, 
that Sir William Sones might'enter ; all the reft of the Heats and Menacings 
were but Scaffolding to that Work. And the Knight was thought to bam 

or 
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for openly heading a Proceeding of this Nature, which was prefumed to 
termgnate in his own proper Preferment. But ‘fo it ftood, and the Court 
Party\Jay behind. It was plain here was no Crime at the Bottom 3 and all, 
which the angry Leaders of the other Side drove at, was to get the Que- 
ftion upon the Black Vote, as they call it, when, after Abundance of hi- 
deous Names, the Conclufion is an Addrefs to turn ‘out, &c. for which they 
were prepared, if the Queftion could not be diverted, Therefore, as foon 
as they began to call to the Queftion, one ftood up and faid, that the Cen- 
Sure of that Houfe was a grievous Punifbment, and ought not to be inflitted 
upon any Perfon, without firft hearing bis Defence; for he may deny the 
Fad, or foew fomewhat fit for the Houfe to be informed of, which may pof~ 
Sibly clear him. No Man can forefee what may be alledged in all Cafes, and 
natural Fuftice requires Hearing before Condemnation ; elfe, by all Laws, 
Such Sentence is void. And diverfe fpoke to the fame Effeét for hearing the 
Party; and all along, after the Heats of Talk were over, and the Accufers 
began to fettle to the Queftion, fome one ftill ftood up and {poke to the hear- 
ing Point, which very much irritated a great many ; and not without Caufe, 
for there was not a tolerable Anfwer to be given to it. At length Sir Fra. 
W-——n {tood up and, continually nodding, as his Way was, faid, fince the/e 
Gentlemen are fo much for bearing, though the ne named was convidt by 
Mr. Attorney's exprefs Difeovery at the Bar, by bis Conjent (and then he 
lifted up his Voice) the Party fhould be beard, and therefore be moved (frill 
louded and louder) that the Houfe might impeach him of high Crimes and 
Mifdemeanors, Upon that, there was a great Noife of impeach, impeach, 
A Member of the other Side commended that worthy Member’s Motion, 
as coming from a Perfon known to be well fkilled in the Laws and the ne. 
ceflary Steps to Juftice, which are not made without hearing the Party ; 
therefore he feconded his Motion to impeach; and many others, of like 
Sentiment, went into the fame, By which the more difcerning of the 
charging Side faw the Slip Sir Fra. W. n had made, and that the Que- 
ftion was like to be diverted, which was the only Thing the Managers de- 
fired to come at; and leaft of all to make a Caufe, with nothing in ict, 
to be hung up by a troublefome Impeachment. And, though they laboured 
hard at it, they could not draw off their own Party; fo hot were ‘they for 
impeaching. So that, the Court Party joining, there was no Remedy, but 
the Vote paffed that there was Ground for an Impeachment, and a ‘Com- 
mittee was named to draw up Articles, 

LXVIII. Thus, by an Accident of'a forward Perfon moving a Matter that 
had not been preconcerted, and therefore in a Heat could not be made under- 
ftood, a Cloud of bad Words, that hung over the Lord Chief Juftice’s Head, 
broke without Effect, For, whether any real Harm, as to his Place, or other- 
wife, had come to him or not, he did not defire that fach an ill Sound fhould 
go along with his Name over to Pofterity. But I muft needs obferve that, 
whether the Confequence of this Matter was underftoed within Doors or 

4A not. 
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“ not, it was moft certainly miftaken by all without Doors; and the Chief Juftice 


The Chief 
Juftice never 
maligned Le- 
vinx, How 
Reafon will 
prevail in the 
Houfe of 
Commons, 
and an Ex- 
ample of a 
treacherous, 


falfe Parfon. 
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himfelf, as well as all his Friends and Enemies, concluded that it wag. the 
worft Turn for him the Bufinefs could have taken; and he thought i0- - 
thing lefs than defending himfelf upon the Impeachment. But, ae he 
Houfe was rifen, a little Converfation, with fome friendly Leaders, unrid- 
led the Bufinefs, and demonftrated that it was the beft Iffue a Matter under 
fo great a Prejudice, and with fo little Reafon could have had. After this, 
the Committee met and applied clofe to the framing Articles, and, being 
a fele& Committee, no other Members, than fuch as were named in the 
Order, could be admitted to attend. But yet, as there are always fome Half 
Way Gentlemen, that will at a Diftance do little Courtefies, fo here there 
was an Intelligence had from Time to Time what was doing at the Com- 
mittee. They fat almoft every Day, Sir William “fones in the Chair. Per- 
haps a Man of lefs Judgment might have been more troublefome. In a- 
bout a Week’s Time they came to a Refolution that no Good was to be done 
by an Impeachment, and refolved to let the Bufinefs drop; for, in all that 
Time, canvafling every Line and Letter of the Proclamation, they could not 
frame fo much as one Article that would bear a criminal Charge, Befides, 
they confidered that their Engine of Terror, Impeachment, muft not_re- 
ceive a Baffle, as it muft if pufhed in fuch fhallow Water againft a Per- 
fon of Virtue and Credit, well related, and every Way fuftained, as the 
Lord Chief Juftice North was, And it was confidered alfo, that the Repu- 
tation of the Party muft not fuffer, by any Difappointment, ina Cafe fo egre- 
gious ; of which every one living would take Notice if it were not well 
grounded. Therefore, to foften the Fall, it was contrived that the Commit- 
tee fhould make no Report, but be kept on Foot, as it was for about a 
Month after; and that the Title of the Committee might appear in the 
printed Votes, viz. for drawing up Articles of Impeachment againft the 
Lord Chief ‘fuftice North, they procured References of other Matters to that 
Committee, and the Hawkers made no Scruple, on every fuch Occafion, 
to cry direétly Articles of Impeachment, Gc. And fo the Matter died gra- 
dually, and the Patient fuffered no Inconvenience by a Crifis too fuddenly 
brought on, no more than the Party by too fudden a Fall of the Expecta~ 
tion of the Town, as might argue too much Hatte at firft. 

LXIX. Now it is but juft to remember a fingular Piece of Morality in 
the Lord Chief Juftice; and that was his Entertaining no Refentment at all 
againft the Attorney General Levinz, for having named him in the Houf 
of Commons, but ever after, during his Life, treated him with the fame 
Refpeét and Familiarity as he had done before. And although the Paffage 
was unlucky enough to have bred an Enmity, and, at Court, much lefs 
makes irreconcileable Feuds, yet here was none at all, nor could any one 
diftern the leaft Symptom of Difguft between them; for his Lordfhip knew 
the other’s Chara¢ter, and expected no better from him. His Genius was 
not above a Pleader, and, in Self Concerns, wonderfully cautelous, He ae 
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had no Spirits to undertake a Charge in his Office delivered from the- 
Mouth of the King his Mafter, but behaved himfelf as he did at the Coun- 
ipSould never fuftain the Part of a Gallanthome in the Houfe of Com- 
mons ;as (being juftifiable) it had been to own and juftify, and fay it im- 
ported not whether he was affifted or not, or by whom. A fhort Speech, 
to that Effect, had made him confiderable in the Efteem of the very Faction. 
And it was Want of Judgment not to know that, if the Matter of the 
Proclamation was not defenfible, as it was manifeftly, yet the Braveur of 
the Carriage had made him Friends and the King himfelf would have ftood 
to him, and, more than that, have preferred him on any great Change. This 
puts me in Mind of a Paffage which was accidentally a Proof that ftrong 
Reafon will often prevail, even againft Prejudice, in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, if it be handfomely delivered. Once when the Duke of Lau- 
derdale was under the Difpleafure of the Houfe of Commons, and any 
Allegations againft him had been acceptable; a Reverend Divine *, who 
had been his Lordfhip’s Chaplain, or familiar Domeftic, was called in to 
declare to the Houfe what he had heard his Lordfhip fay touching the 
King’s ufing abfolute Power. And he, at the Bar, made a low Bow, and 
followed it with a grave and exccllent Apology, hoping that one, who had 
ferved in his Poft, thould not be demanded to declare any Words fpoke in 
his Hearing, or in a clofer Converfation than he was worthy of; and, having 
given in his Declinatory in that Manner, withdrew. The Houfe was fa- 
tisfied the Man had Reafon, and it was barbarous to force him to betray his 
Mafter; and fo the Matter dropped, and they thought no more of him, but 
went upon other Matter. Thus far is pertinent to my Obfervation; but it 
is Pity to loofe the reft of the Story, though it be a little foreign, And it 
was that, afterwards, this worthy Clerk, ftaying in the Lobby, and hearing 
no more of the Bufinefs, defired a Member to inform the Houfe that he 
waited without and defired to be farther heard, having Matters to inform 
the Houfe of, that concerned the Public. And then, being called in, and 
demanded what he had to fay, he declared that his Love to his Count 
furmounted all perfonal Obligations, and he could not be fatisfied till he had 
made known to the Houfe fome Expreffions of the Duke of Lauderdale, 
while he attended upon him. And then told of his Grace’s faying rhe 
King’s Ediéts fhould have the Force of Laws, and fome other Words of 
that Tendency. I do not intimate who this Reverend Perfon was; per- 
haps there is but one in the World of whom this Paffage will be believed. 
I do not find thefe Words expreffled in any of the* Addreffes againft that 
Lord, though one goes moft upon Words, but then the Teftimony, which 
the Addrefs itfelf mentions, is tied up to the Information of their own 
Members, as if fo done on Purpofe to exclude fuch fhamelefs Information as 
this, of the Scotch Parfon’s, was. But it is fure enough that, about the 


* Dr. Burnet. 
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- Time, this Behaviour of a Clergyman was the Talk of the whole ‘Town; 


The Authoi’s 
Induftry to ca- 
Jumniate the 
Lord Keeper 
North, and 
refts upon 
Falfiry at lait. 


Page 428. 


and no Sort of Doubt ever came in my Way concerning the ‘Frath af it, 
Nor was it ever mentioned without Honour to the Gentlemen of the Fetfe ~ 
of Commons, to fay nothing of a far different Reflection liberally beitowed 
on the officious Parfon, 

LXX. I find fome Endeavours of our Hiforian to make fome of his 
Dirt ftick upon the Memory of this noble Perfon the Lord Chief Juftice 
North, and late Lord Keeper of the Great Seal. If the Author of the 
Lives of the Lord Chanceliors and of this. Hi/fory, be one and the fame, as 
fome fay they: are, he hath, in the former, framed fo putid a Libel upon 
his Lordthip, who ended his Days with Honour in that high Trait, that 
the very Fetor of it makes it uncivil to prefent the leaft Fragment to the 
Senfation of a Reader. Therefore I pafs that, and, intending that his Lord- 
fhip’s Name fhall refb in Peace without being frequently touched in thefe 
Papers, if I may ftep fo far into the next Reign, I will difpatch that ma- 
licious Little, the Author (befides this Crime of bborring) hath men- 
tioned concerning him. It is remarkable that, after the Death of the Lord 
Keeper Bridgman, who is no Debtor for any Good the Author hath fuid of 
him, the Characters of the Lord Keepers, which, according to him, cul- 
minated in the Lord Shaft/bury, have all fince declined; his fubtile Lord- 
fhip hath the only Afcendant of Honour, The admirable Earl of Noftin- 
gham is {carce worth his Notice; and what little is obferved of him may 
be underftood finiftroufly, or in a low Conftruction. But the Author con- 
defcends to beftow worfe than Billingsgate Defamation upon this noble 
Perfon, and (for his Sake) upon even his Family, and, for Want of Colour 
or Skill to mifconftrue his Adtions, is pleafed, among other worfe than Bre- 
talities, to tell a folemn Lye of him. We find in his Index a DireGtion to 
an unjuft Decree of the Lord Keeper North; and, going to the Text, we 
find a precious Report of a Cafe upon the Will of one Mayot, brought in 
Neck and Heels, as they fay, without Relation to any Thing before or 
after it, but as a Scandal per /e Scandal. The Caufe was upon an Infor- 
mation in Chancery, preferred in Mr, Attorney General’s Name, to have a 
pious Ufe rightly applied. And the Matter was a Legacy of 600/, given 
to Mr, Baxter, to be diftributed to fixty Nonconformift Minifters: And 
the Author fays, the Lord Keeper decreed it all to the King, which is a 
Falfity that hath fo much Advantage of any ordinary Lye, that it hath the 
Honour of being confuted by a Record; that is by the Decree itflf;, for no 
Penny was decreed to the King, but the whole was decreed towards a 
Settlement of a Maintenance of a Minifter to preach and‘ pray- in Chelfea 
College. E fhould enlarge a little to thew the Nature and Juftice of this 
Decree, and that the like is fo frequently done, as that the Equity is become 
a ftanding Rule of the Chancery, that is to apply. Monies, given- for unfit- 
ting Purpofes, to good and pious Ufes; and {o to expofe this wilful and abo- 
minable Lye, if I had not found it done to my Hand ina. late Pamphlet, 
; . entitled, 
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entitled, * Reflections on fome Paffages, &c. printed 1710. If the Author * 
had made it one of the Defigns of his Hifory to gather the extraordinary 

eats, as they were determined, and fet them forth truly, I had much 
commended his laudable Purpofe. But to take up a fingle one, and that 
falfly, only to defame, and take Notice of nothing well done, though more 
remarkable, is an hellifh Way of Writing, peculiar to himéelf. 
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’ LXXI. I think I may do here what he ought to have done of Juttice to An extraordi- 


this Lord Keeper, that is to fhew a remarkable Cafe by him decreed, and 


nary Cafe of 
Fitton uppofed 


; to that of 
* 1 find this Cafe largely fet forth in the Honourable Author’s Preface to his Reflections, ec. where, Major's Will 
after having given his Reafons for not taking Notice of many Things in the Compleat Hifforian, fince belied by the 
that would have been anfwering his Book, which then was no Part of his Defign, he int-oduceth ir Author, 


thus: “ I thall not part yet without giving one Inftance, out of Multitudes, of his wilful Falfity and: 
“« Malice. And that thall be a Note, by the By as it were, of a Matter not in the Chain of his Relation, 
** or which touched the State, but of regular Juftice extant upon Record, obvious to every Search, 
** and done in a public Court, heard and noted by many Perfons of Skill (among others) attending ; which: 
one would think were a Subjeé ill chofen to faften a flat Lye upon: But his Bias fo flander a loyal 
“* Minifter, againft whom he had nothing elfe to obje&, carried him out of his Road, to take an Oce 
** cafion that was not given. It was the Cafe of the laft Will of Mr. Mayor of Oxford, decreed in the 
“* High Court of Chancery, upon an Information of the Attorney General to have a Charity rightly ap- 
“ plied, in Fuly 1684. The Author, pag. 428, fays; About this Time one R. Mayot of Oxford. a pious 
Conformift, who had devoted his Eftate to charitable Ufes, gave by his Will 600). to be diftributed by Mr. Baxter 
to fixty poor ejetted Minifters, adding that he did it not becaufe they were Nonconformifts; but. becaufe many 
were poor aud pious: But Sir Robert Sawyer ued for it in Chancery, and the Lord Keeper North gave 
“* is all t0.the King. So he. But, as I find it by a Gentleman’s private Report of the Cafe, it paffed 
“ thus: Upon hearing of the Caufe, and much arguing of Counfel on both Sides, the chief Objections, 
on the Defendant's Part, were that Nonconformity was no Crime to make a Man uncapable of a Le- 
gacy; that it was not a perpetual Maintenance, but a tranfient Charity that will not have Continuance; 
that, if this be void, the Executors will have it, and not the King; and laftly, that, if the Perfons 
had been named, it bad been well, and why not if named by: another? His Lordfhip thought, that 
the Court is to direét the Execution of Charities, where any Perfon is trufted with the Diftribution, 
“as Mr. Baxter is here. If the fixty Non-Cons had been named, it had beea good, being a perfonal 
“* Legacy ; fo if a total Reference had been to Mr. Baxter; but then the Court might have controlled: 
‘* him, it he had gone about to give it all to rich Men. . But the Gift is to encourage the Thing; not. 
“ only Sixty, but fix Hundred will be in Hopes to have it, and expect to be Supported in their Non- 
conformity, who made a Profeffion to pervert others. This Gift is foas no Perfon in the World can 
** claim it without Mr. Baxter’s good Will; nor can fue for it: If any Suit, it muft be in the Attorney 
General’s Names and he ought not to fue for fuch Perfons and fuch Purpofes, The Legacy to 
“© Mr. Baxter was not void; but the Truft is void, as againft the eftablifhed Government; and the Court 
will direét the Truft according to the charitable Intent of the Teftator. The Appointment of the 
“* King, preceding the Suit. is but a Direétion to Mr. Attorney to proceed thereon, and to demand it of 
the Court: But the Direction of the Court is judicial; yet ought to be as near the King’s. Pleafure, as 
is confiftent with Juftice. Here the Appointment is for Chelfea College, and the Teftat is for Mini. 
fters: Therefore (fiys the Decree) let this go to maintain a Minifter to pray and preach in Chelfea 
College. This the Author calls giving all to the King: The contrary of which is true, as the De- 
cree itfelf, if drawn up, and, if not, the Minutes will thew; but the Author never diverted from his 
Walk through Chancery-Lane to look upon either; for that might have fpoiled a plaufible Slander : 
“* And that takes away all Pretence of Ignorance, which is his only Shuffle; for, if he did not know, 
why did he meddle at all with what belonged to another Profeffion, and not fearch the obvious 
Regitter, or confult fome that had Skill and Honefty enough, to tell him the Truth? But here are 
apparent Marks of black Malice both to the Public, and to the then Lord Keeper. As to the latter, he 
“isnot fo civil as to call it an erroneous Decree; which, if it were fo, the Houfe of Peers might, on 
“ Appeal, correct; but, in his Index. he points to an unjufl Decree of the Lord Keeper North; and his mar- 
“ gina, Note is little better: The Word Unjuft implies Corruption, and he ought to have given-clear Proof 
of it; but that he leaves to ill Nature to fupply. Then, as to the Public, he would have the Reader 
“ think the Perfecution run fo high againft the Diffenters, that they could not have common Juttice in 
“ Weflminfter Hall, 1 thall add only that thc Decree was neither erroneous nor wnjuf?, but is and will be a 
“ Precedent in like Cafes, whenever they fhall happen.” 
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“fo circumftanced as ought to be alledged for his Honour, It was the Cafe 


Page 473. 


The Author’s 
foul Mifrepre- 
fentation of 
the Proclama- 
tion. 

Page 378. 


between one Fitton and the Lord Gerrard, fince, Lord Macclesfield; where- 
in it was thought that Fitton might have had Reafon, if he had pe»ehtea 
in Time; but he waited many Years for a Conjun@ture, and that hurt his 
Caufe. The Author has given an infamous Character of this Fitton, a pro- 
fligate Papift, preferred by King ames the Second. He was indeed but 
too much a Favourite, and had prevailed fo far at Court, that the whole 
Papift Intereft there, from the greateft to the leaft, was concerned, by all 
Manner of Ways, decent and indecent, to aid his Suit before the Lord 
Keeper, Nay, his Caufe was direétly abetted in the higheft Manner that 
could be; but his Lordthip, upon the Hearing, difmiffed the Bill, with fome 
Reflections in public, as to the Management, and the Myftery of paffing 
over fo many great Men that had fat in his Place (for the Suit was a Bill 
of Review after near thirty Years Acquiefcence under that Decree) and 
fingling him out, to bring fuch a Caufe before, rather than any of them, 
The Earl of Macclesfield, who knew what great Applications had been made 
to the Lord Keeper, and, in his Mind, had given his Caufe for loft, and 
thereby a great Eftate gone, if fome After-game did not retrieve it, hearing 
this Decree pronounced, rofe up and went ftraight down toa Shop in the 
Hall, took up his Lordfhip’s Picture, paid his Shilling, and, rolling up his 
Purchafe, went off, defiring only an Opportunity in a better Manner to 
refent fuch an eminent Piece of Juftice, But thefe Matters are bevel, and 
fquare not with the Author’s Model, which (witnefs Mayot’s Decree) as to 
great and eminent Loyallifts, is Lying, Slandering, and brutifh Unmanner- 
linefs, J might take up here another Abufe of the Speech made to the Lord 
Mayor, &c, by the late Lord Keeper North. But the Matter is more con- 
fiderable than the former, viz, the peace, aay Charter to the City; 
therefore I defer it to the Place of: that, and here refume again the Matter 
of Petitioning, and the Proclamation, to fhew how the Author handles it, 

LXXII. I obferve he takes a moft difingenuous Way of introducing the 
Proclamation. For he fays only that very many Petitions were prefented 
to the King for Sitting of the Parliament; {o far (bating what is con- 
ceived under the Term very) may be true. Then follows, This Manner 
of Petitioning was called tumultuous and unlawful, Wath he any where 
told what that Manner was, or any Manner at all? Without that, this 
Sentence is both Nonfenfe, and, if poffible, falfe. Petitions prefented, which 
went before, and a Manner of Petitioning, are furely very different Things ; 
for although the Thing, done in due Manner, may be lawful, yet, in an 
undue Manner, whatever the Thing is, it may be unlawful. And that 
was the very Cafe; for no Blame lay upon the preferring a Petition to the 
King, but upon the tumultuous, feditious and libellous Manner of gather- 
ing Hands, to the Difturbance of the People, as was done all over England. 
With fuch Figures as thefe, an Hiftorian may make a Man a Horfe, or 
any Thing, Then, coming to the Proclamation itfelf, he flily leaves out 


the 
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the whole. State of the-Diforder, and then writes that his Mai fty, in his ° 
Progdamation, fays, That this Way of Petitioning was a Method fet 

Fact by ill Men to promote Difcontents, &c. Now here, for this Man- 

ner, we have made an Exchange, and put in this Way; but both Way 
and Manner, expreffed in the Proclamation, are left out. Is not this ex- 
cellent? There is a perpetual Reference, in the Proclamation, to the De- 
{cription of the Offence, as Such Subjeriptions, ——= Petitions of that 
Manner, and the like. Now this fubtile Author, inftead of flating the 
Offence to anfwer thefe References, puts down the Words for Sitting of 
the Parliament: Popular Words indeed! Which, or any Thing like, are 
not in the Proclamation, nor in the Cafe: But he will have it fo; and thus, 
by forging a falfe Correlative, corrupts the Whole. So that, according to 
shim, all this sumultuous, diforderly, and unlawful, muft, alack a Day! be 
levelled directly againft the Parliament. Why could not he have given us 
the whole Proclamation, as well as- he has done Matters of meer Form, 
libellous Speeches, and what elfe ferves his itching Humor? This was not 
fo long to incumber “mtfchNhis Columns: Oh, but that had vindicated a 
Proceeding, which he had propofed to difguife, and make to look with an 
arbitrary Afpect upon the Parliament. And he goes off full in Conceit he 
has done it, and that fo covertly, as not to be difcerned; juft fo Wood- 
cocks, with their Heads in a Buth, think their filthy Tail is not feen. 
But as he hath counterfeited the Vote of the Houfe of Commons, as if that 
had ftyled the Proclamation to be againft Petitioning for the Sitting of the 
Parliament, which latter Words are not in the Charaéter of the Vote, as 
he prints it; therefore we muft take it that they are his own Words, 
inferted for like Purpofe as in other Places before, and not the Words of 
the Parliament who could not miftake fo widely: So hath he fuppreffed 
the whole Confequence, that is the Committee to prepare Articles, their 
Sitting, and no Egg hatched; whereby the whole Charge fell, and was the 
fame in Effect, as if it had been declared that the Vote was hafty, and 
the Matter was not fo well underftood in the Houfe, as by the Committee 
afterwards, upon cooler Confideration. And fo the Author, like a jolly 
Accountant, leaving to Pofterity, the Debtor Side, and fuppreffing the Cre- 
ditor, cries, OL! what a heavy Charge is bere? : 

LXXIII. Now, if we liften to our Author, we thall hear the Voice of His equal fal-. 
Abborrers and Abborrences founding in his Text. but in fuch a croaking area 
Tone as affects the Jaws, as well as the Ears, of fuch as attend to it horring, and 
He afcribes all to Inftructions fent down to diverfe Towns, Seffions, and Abufe of the- 
Affifes, to procure Declarations of Ablorrence of Petitioning for Sitting ial 
the Parliament. Thofe Words, Parliament and their Sitting, he never _ 
leaves out, becaufe he thinks the Word Parliament confecrates all Difor- 
ders; and he would have us think thefe deadly Aéborrers abhorrred the 
Parliament. Now thofe Words were not in the Mouths of the warmeft of 

them; for, as to the Sitting of the Parliament, they relied on the King’s: 


Goodnefs,, - 
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Goodnefs; but the Manner of Proceeding, ufed- by’ thefe Petitioners, the 
Loyal Gentlemen, in their Addreffes, faid was {éditions and tumult ous, 
as in Truth they were, as fure as Truth is Truth: But the Author is ~ieafed 
with the Chime of the Words for Sitting of the Parliament; as if the 
whole Affair turned upon them, which had no Share, neither in the Mat- 
ter nor Form of the Loyal Addreffes. And, as for Inftru€tions, if he means 
thofe treacherous ones of ‘the Secretary’s, to trapan the Judges to make 
themfelves obnoxious, we grant them; but, elfe, no folemn Inftructions 
were given, But itis likely that, when a Snare was fo contrived to catch 
fomebody, and the Word was given out among the Party that the Judges 
came down with Inftructions, this Hifforian takes it up for a ferious Piece 
of Hiftory. If he means that the King defired not to be importuned by 
factious Praétices, and was well pleafed with loyal Addreffes, and the 
Court Party every where made the beft of their Way to obtain them, I al- 
low the Inftruétions were fo well purfued, that the Nation itfelf, as it 
were, joined in one Addrefs ; fo generally did- the amor take, and con- 
formable was the Subjeét Matter of them, as has been already hinted. 
The Author thinks he ridicules the King, when, mentioning the Style of 
the Addreffes, he fays, ——- Who feemed very fond of them. Very true, not 
only feemed, but was fo; but not of the elegant Penning, as the Author 
infinuates, like a Child with a Rattle, but of the real Demonftration they 
gave that the People were generally loyal, and had a Confidence in his good 
Government; which was fuch a Profpect of the Firmnefs and Safety of his 
Perfon and Authority, at that Time, as the Faction defired he might have 
never had fuch Evidence of; for their whole Game lay in fhewing to him 
the People in a Mafk or Vizor, and not truly as they were. Then he thinks 
he has nicked a Scandal, telling how Sir Francis Withins was knighted for 
bringing the firft Abhorrence: In Truth he had deferved to have been Ba- 
ronetted if he had ftood to it. I find no more of this Addreffing Affair, 
but only a Dab of the Author’s Pen, to thew the Bafenefs of the People of 
Norfolk in making a Compliment to the King’s Brother thé Duke of Yor&. 

LXXIV. Afterwards he comes to the great Work of mortifying thefe 
Abborrers, and there he is full as copious and honeft ; for he tells only of 


ments of Ab- nine or ten, in a naked Lift of Gentlemen, fent for by the Serjeant at 


horrers on Ac- 


count of 


Arms, and committed by the Houfe of Commons, without any Diftin@tion 


Breach of Pri of Cafes or Circumftances, but only for detefling and abborring Petiticn- 


vilege repro+ 
ved by the 


King’s Decla- 


ration. 
Page 228, 


ing for the Sitting of the Parliament. That's his Tune upon all Occa~- 
fions. And here he is forced to croud in by the By, that it was a Breach 
of the Privilege of Parliament ; which Vote did indeed come forth at 
laft, otherwife this committing Folks had gone with lefs Colour, But, 
withal, that the Proceeding raifed a great Clamor in the Country; for 
it had not been ufual to fend for Gentlemen in Cuftody for what they 
did upon Grand Juries, and in Way of Duty, as well in giving Tefti., 
‘mony of their Loyalty to the King, as in refifting a tumultuous sas of 

: and 
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Hand gathering in.the Country, to the very great Difturbance ofthe Neigh. 
bourhood and the-public Peace, only becaufe they happened to be mifun- 
niente in the Honfe-of Commons,’ It cértainly was prejudicial to the Au- 
thority‘of the Houfe of Commons, ard added to the Difpofition in the 
Kingdom of relying Upon the King’s good Government ; and many faid, 
Shall they take away the Liberzies of the King’s People, who are entrufted 
#0 defend them again all arbitrary Powers whatfoever? And it gave Occa- 
fion to the King to juftify the Diffolving, faying, as in his Declaration, — 
“« Phat they returned atbitrary Orders for taking our Subjects into Cuftody 
“* for Matters that had no Relation to Privileges of Parliament, — Strange 
« illegal Votes!" — declaring. diverfe Perfons to be Enemies to the King and 
* Kingdom, without any Order or Procefs of Law, any Hearing of their 
£* Offence, or any Proof fo much as offered apainft them.” 

LXXV. The Effe@ of thefe harth Proceedings appeared in the Cafe “of Mr. Stowel not 
one Mr. Stavel, or Stowel, a Gentleman of a good Family in Devonfbire. sae one 
He was Foreman of, Grand Jury at Exeter, and Prefented to the Judge of whole Procefs 
Aflife the Grand JurySAdaMSG to his Majefty in the Tenor of an Abhor- opti a Sa 
rence. Upon naming him in the Houfe of Commons, for the Leader of Come 
this bborrence, he was ordered to be taken into Cuftody of the Serjeant at of unreafon. 
Arms. And the Serjeant fent down his Deputy to bring the Gentleman tip 5 te rset: 
but he would not fabmit to the Arreft, the Officer might take his Courfe, "2" 

For which he alledged that he knew no Law for the taking away his Li- 

berty on Account of what he did as a Grand Jury Man, in a Court of 

Juftice, fworn, or to fome fach Effect; whereupon the Officer returned 

without his Prey. This was a Dath of cold Water, and took down the 

Ferment of the whole Bufinefs, And the Matter was hufhed up, fome fay- 

ing that he was indifpofed, others that he could not be found; and fo no- 

thing was farther done againft him. And no more Men of any Sort were 

fent for into- Cuftody upon this Account; for the wifeft of the Fadtion be- 

gan to perceive there had been too.many fent for already, I remember well 

that the Name of this Mr. Stowell was famous, 
London, and all over England, and celebrated in Healths of Courfe, as ofa: 
General after Victory, or rather a folemn Affertor of the People’s Liberty. 
T never knew the like in the Cafe of a Private. .Berfon,. except that sof 
Dr. Sacheverel; the latter run higher, but the Difference was only in wajue 
& minus, It was impoflible a FaGion (without Doors) thould rage and 

tyrannife, as the Party did about the Beginning of this Parliament 


» and not 
lofe the Hold they had of the People, whom they had led into a tolerable 
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Treby faid, they (meaning the Houfe of Commons) dept an Hawk, (which 


was their Serjeant at Arms) and they muft every Day provide Flefh for 

their Hawk. 1 can better relate this for Truth, becaufe it was fpoke to: 

tayfelf. The Serjeant’s Name was Topham, and the much Work he had 
; 4B 
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: upon his Hands, at this Time, ad terrorem populi, Regis, had made it pro- 


The Author 
fuppreffes all 


the Hiftory ‘of 


this Matter, 
and gives only 
a Lift of 
Names. 


He miftates 
the Cafe of 
the Judges, 
which was 
different from 
the Abhoriess. 


verbial, on all Difcourfe of peremptory Commitments, to fay take bim 
Topham ; which, for ought I know to the contrary, may, from thgxap—~ 
thentic Original, continue a Proverb at this Day. Whatever the Cémmit: 
ments were, the Dread was almoft univerfal ; for after the Vote, that tra- 
ducing Petitioning fhould be punifhed as a Breach of Privilege, who could 
fay his Liberty was his own? For, being named in the Houfe for an Abhor- 
rer, take bim Topham, But the Confequence of this Proceeding, as I 
have hinted it, may be a Leffon to all Powers, on whatfoever-Foot they 
are erected, that they take Care to perform their Duty according to the In- 
tent of their Inftitution, thereby making themfelves ufeful, and not a Ter- 
ror'to the People under them; for if, inftead of that, out of private Re- 
gards, they grow intemperate, irregular, and injurious, they will lofe. 
Ground, and at Length be humbled, if not wholly loft. 

“LXXVI. But all this is fuppreffed in our compleat Hiffory, which takes 
Notice of nothing that is minifhing of the Faction, ya d really, as I think 
I have faid elfewhere, there is fcarce a Tranf-Siao-rom the Beginning to 
the End of this Reign, which is candidly related, fo as to give one a.tole- 
rable Image whereby the Nature of it may be perceived ; but fetting afide 
Names, Quotations, and Extracts, the very Story is nothing but a Bundle 
of Partialities, in order to engage the Reader to a good or ill Opinion, as 
the Author’s Bias inclines. As, for Inftance, what can be gathered out of 
this whole Paragraph to inftruét a Reader in any Point worth knowing? 
The Newgate Calendar would make as good an Hiftory. And a Grubfrreet 
Seffion’s Paper, confifting only of Names and Offences, as 4. B. C. for 
Burglary, D. E.F. for Murder, G, H. I. for Breach of the Peace, informs 
joft as much as this Author doth, There is not enough for Subjeét. of’a 
Ballad, if any one fhould have a Fancy to make one, entitled, The Saints 
Triumph over wicked Abborrers. Therefore this Book was not defigned 
for Hiftory, but, as I muft often fay, as I often prove it to be, very Libel; 
and, as to thefeé Times, hope to fift it thoroughly before I have done, ; 

LXXVII. In the mean Time, I cannot but obferve how he hath bundled. 
up the Judges together with the Abhorrers. We know well it was intended 
they fhould hang together; for which End, a never-to-be-forgot fnaring 
InftruGion was given them by a confiding Secretary of State: And, becaufe 
it fhould have been fo, the Author thinks he muft fay it was fo... And, after 
faying the Commons voted the Proclamation a Ground for an Impeach- 
ment, which he words thus, That, having advifed and affifled in drawing 
a Proclamation againft Petitioning for the Sitting of the Parliament, it 
was a Ground for an Impeachment againft him (the Lord Chief Juftice 
North) for high Crimes and Mifdemeanors; then he adds, The like Vote: 
paffed againfi Sir Thomas Jones, a Fudge of the King’s Bench, and Sir 
Richard Wefton, @ Baron of the Exchequer, Which is utterly falfe ; for 
the Votes, againft them, were like to this neither in Matter nor Form, 

: For 
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For the Votes,. agatatt ‘thofe-. Judges, were that, upon Matters charged 
‘: —Bpay them (which had been’ before voted illegal) they thould be impeached. 
his™was direct and :pofitive,- and the Grounds taken to have been illegal ; 
which is not.the fame witha Ground to impeach upon Matter, that is the 
Subftance of the Proclamation, they had not declared illegal. The Author 
‘is very blind and-dark as to this Matter of the Judges’; and it would be 
hard, from him, to gather what their Cafes were. But’ there is a Report 
of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, for Enquiry concerning the 
Judges, printed in the State Traéfs, Vol. I. 109. Care was taken by the 
Hufe to make it public, by. an Order that it thould be done apart from 
the Votes of the Day. Whoever is pleafed to read that Report, will fee 
much of the Spirit of that Time, and how little of the Hiftory of it con- 
“tents our Author, It was a folemn Appeal to the People abroad, to thew 
cwhat Grounds the Houfe had to proceed with Rigors as they did, and to 
gain their Approbasjon ; and comparing the Event of that, with the Royal 
Declarations that cats wards, and were of the fame Intention, the 
great Diverfity of the Events demonftrates a Leffon, that whoever appeals 
to the People, muft be fure to have Truth, right Reafon, Juftice, and 
public Intereft on their Side, or, in the End, they will be Lofers by the 
‘Bargain, . - 
LXXVUIL. Mr. Juftice ‘ones was a very Reverend and Learned Judge, a The Chanc- 
‘Gentleman, and impartial ;, but, being of Welfb Extra@ion, was apt to eta ae 
_ ‘warm, and, when much offended, often thewed’ his Heats in a Rubor of 5... sate 
his Countenanc& fet off by his grey Hairs, but appeared in no other Dif. chirging the 
order; for he refrained himfelf in due Bounds and Temper, and feldom tae Jury, 
or never broke the Laws of his Gravity. There are, in the Report of the 
- Committee, certain Relations tending to accufe diverfe of the Judges; and 
we know how {uch Matters came ready cooked and dreffed up by Party- 
Men to ferve Turns, and are prefented, with the worft Sides forwards, to an 
™“ Affembly then willing to take every Thing in the worft Senfe, and who, 
from fuperficial Colours, conelude deep in Subftances; which Matters, paf- 
fing without Hearing, but of one Side only, are not much to be regarded. 
OF this~Sort was a Story from Taunton Dean of the Punifhment of: one 
Dare, the very Perfon that affronted the King with a Petition, as I touched 
before. This Judge, it feems, upon a legal Conviction for feditious Words 
fpoken, infli@ed fuch Punifhment as he- thought the Crime deferved; and, 
being preffed to intercede with the King for his Majefty’s Favour to him, 
anfwered he knew no Favour he deferved, There was one of the Sins of 
that Judge, There was nothing more in: particular; but he was taken in, 
with the other Judges of the King’s Bench, for two or three Matters that 
paffed there while he fat as Judge in that Court. One was the refufing to 
prefent to the King a Petition of the Grand Jury of Middlefex about Sitting 
of the Parliament. If that was a Crime,: it was a very flight one; nor 
fo I think any Man of Law will fay that the Judges are bound to carry all 
4Be2 the 


564 EXAMEN. Part IIL 


" the Crudities of Jury Men to the King, but are to ufe their Difcretion. 
Their Addrefs, of that Sort, is no Part of their Office; nor do theg, i 
any Refpect, reprefent the County; they are taken de Corpore Constatus, 
and not pro, nor have any Authority to bind the Country in any Thing; 
but, as to all Matters, not of the Crown Law, they are as fingle Perfons 
and not a Jury, nor is any Magiftrate, or other Perfon, bound to go on their 
Errand. Another great Sin of that-Court was the Difcharging the Grand 
Jury three Days before the End of the Term, while they had diverfe Bills 
before them to prefent; among which one was an Indictment of Recufancy 
againft the King’s Brother the Duke of York, This Difcharge, they faid, 
was precipitous and unufual, and done on Purpofe to ftop that Indiétmemt, 
which was an Obftruction of the Juftice of the Nation. The Jury here, 
it feems, were not Ignoramus, though from the fame Shop we fhall foon’ 
hear of a total Obftruétion of Juftice, and no Crime at all to be found. But 
now, to examine this Affair of the Judges, firft it is abfolutely in the Judge’s 
Difcretion when to determine a Seffion, andi detain or difcharge 
Grand Juries; and de officio judicis non daflr exceptio, But what did it 
hinder? an Indi&ment, that is the Caufe of the Crown ; and who elf is 
concerned in it? But for what End? Not for any real Effet, for fuch a 
Bill may be Non Prof or pardoned the next Moment. What then? To 
be a public Affront to the King and his Brother ; and that if the King had 
flopped fuch an Indi€tment, they might have it to fay, in Order to Rebel- 
lion, that there was no Juftice to be had againft Papifts, and fo they muft 
right themfelves. Now was it not a very careful Provifien of the Court, 
by ufing a Difcretion the Law undoubtedly entrufts them with, to ftop fuch 
an Inconvenience, and fo as it went off filently and without Noife? But 
Faction are-the only Mafters of Difcretion, and will not allow the Liberty 
of any to their Superiors. 

The Cafeof | LXXIX. The next Matter, which was highly aggravated againft the _ 
the weekly Judges.of the King’s Bench, as fuch an illegal Invafion of Property as had~ 
fea highs not been heard of fince William the Conqueror, was a Rule made by that 
"Court, that a certain Book — Liber intitulatus, The Weekly Pacquet of 
Advice from Rome, non ulterius imprimatur. The Cafe of that Book 
was this, The whole Labour of the Faétion at that Time was bent to 
make Popery as odious and dreadful in the Minds of the common People, 
as was poffible ; for then the Inference of Courfe was, All this you are to 
expect from the Duke of York, and that the King and the Duke are all 
one, ergo, &@c. Upon this Defign a Weekly Libel came forth, entitled as 
above, which, titer the Mafk of telling ail the extravagant Legends of 
Popery in a buffoon Style, continually reflected on the Government of that 
Time; and fo that Collection went on and was publifhed in Pieces, which 
the Zealous gathered together moft religioufly, and now would exchange for 
any fofter Sort of Paper; for nothing grows fo infipid, as old State Libels, 
The Printer, I think, was one Langly Curtis, or one Faneway, and cise 
een 
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been informed again, and, I think, conviét and punithed for fome of 
them. But it was an Abufe not eafily correéted; for, the outward Pre- 
ncé-being againft Popery, to be accufed for that, was to be accufed for 
taking the Proteftant Side againft Popery; and every Week they varied, fo 
that a Conviction of one did not extend to the next, and no ordinary judi- 
cial Order could reach it, Thus it was very hard to meet with this Incon- 
venience, which may happen at any Time, when Popularity runs very hard 
againft any Government, At Length the Experiment of this Rule was 
made, but, I think, it went no farther, nor was the Printer taken up for 
awy Contempt of it; but it was enough the Rule itfelf was fhewed, and, as 
-Ufaid, made a great Noife. I do not remember much Agitation about the 
Reafon upon which the Court of King’s Bench took this Authority of ma- 
*king a provifional Order upon them; but it feems grounded on ‘that Law 
which takes away the Star-chamber ; for it is therein declared, or the Judges 
have refolved, that,all Jurifdi€tion which the Star-chamber might lawfally 
exercife, refted by “aw in, the Court of King’s Bench. And it is well 
known that the Star-chambertnade provifionary Orders, as well as punitive 
Decrees, to obviate great Offences ; and that fome, as Hales (in a pofthu- 
mous Piece) allows, though the Originals are not extant, may be ingrafted 
into the Ufage of the common Law; efpecially in Matters of public Nu- 
fances. Without Doubt the Point was controvertible; for it might be faid 
on the other Side, true, but then cach Court muft follow the Nature of 
their Proceeding, viz. the King’s Bench by Indi€tment or Information, hav- 
ing no Ground by Law or Precedent to proceed for Offences, extra to the 
Court, otherwife. And, when a Book is convict of Crime, it may be Part 
of the Judgment quod non ulterius imprimatur, which will bind the Perfon 
Defendant, But how inept this Method is to ftop fuch a Protean Mitchief, 
after a little Time, may become fenfible. But, admit it not to be a clear 
Cafe on the Court-fide, there was Ground enough for the Court, as they 
“fay good Judges do, to refolve it for their own Jurifdiction; and Errors in 
Judgment of Courts of Juftice are not criminal, but corrigible by fuperior 
Authorities. Therefore, in quiet Times, this Queftion had been carried into 
the Houfe of Lords by a Petition of the Printer, if he had thought himéfelf 
grieved; and then there had been a due Confideration of the Law, and the 
King’s Counfel had been heard upon it, and the Determination authentic, 
as upon a Writ of Error; or Occafion might have been taken, by a fhort 
Claufe in an A& of Parliament, to have declared the Law one Way or 
other. There thould be always a Diftin€tion between Corruption and Er- 
ror; the latter, if Weffminfler Hall may be heard in the Cafe, is no Crime, 
nor is it, with any Aggravation, to be made ationable at Law. And, upon 
the Reafon of thefe Inftances, it feems that to proceed by Impeachment, 
for Error in Judgment, as for Crime, is contrary to the Policy of the 
Enghjo Conftitution; in which the Authority of Courts of Juftice is facred, 
. Gnd the Exorbitances of them, when they happen, thould be fet right with- 
out 
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" out expofing to Contempt either the Perfons of Judges, or the Reverence 


Mr. Baron 
Wofton’s Cha- 
acter and In- 
teprity, and 
Mandles of the 
Charge againtt 
hin. 


due to their Stations, left what is got in the Shire, is loft in the Hundred_ 
But it is feldom found, that, when Perfons are fallen upon in an Heat, as 
upon the vindicative Turns of Parties, any Decorum is obferved; or due 
Steps taken; for they will always be too long or too fhort. Thus far con- 
cerning the King’s Bench, as a Court, and its legal Jurifdi@tion; which, in 
this Inftance alfo (but in nothing more) touched Mr, Juftice Sones. 

LXXX. The Cafe of Mr. Baron Weffon was very extraordinary indeed ; 
he was a learned Man, not only in the Common Law, wherein he had a 
refined and fpeculative Skill, but in the Civil and Imperial Law, as alfo‘in 
-Hiftory and Humanity in general. But, being infupportably tortured with— 
the Gout, became of fo touchy a Temper, and fufceptible of Anger and 
‘Paffion, that any affected or unreafonable Oppofition to his Opinion would” 
anflame him fo as to make him appear as if he were mad; but, when 
treated reafonably, no Man ever was more a Gentleman, obliging, conde- 
{cenfive, and communicative than he was. Thecfos, while a Practifer, he 
avas obferved always to fucceed better in arguing folemnly, than’ in managing 
of Evidence; for the Adverfary knew how to touch his Paffions, and make 


‘them diforder him, and then take Advantage of it. But, at the Bottom, 


_ he was as juft as the driven Snow, and, being a Judge,. for which Office he 


was fit, becaufe he had neither Fear, Favour, nor Affection befides his 
Judgment, he would often, in his Charges, thine with his Learning and 
Wit; and a little too much of that brought this Accufation over him. He 
was one of a clear Condu@, and, by Principle, honeft and juft, and, as 
we find in the beft of that Character, fo was he intrepid, and feared not the 
Face of all human Kind. He made no Ceremony of flying in the. Face of 
Faction at ali Turns, and, being one of thofe they: call Prerogative Men, 
inacceffible and unalterable, he was hated bitterly by the Party. And to 
do him, and the reit of thofe Gentlemen, Right, I muft needs fay that the 
Prerogative of the Crown is a.:Doétrine fo conftantly recommended in the* 
Law Books, that a Man cannot be an honeft learned Lawyer, but mutt be, 
in the popular Senfe, a Prerogative Man, and, in every Senfe, a°Hater of 
what they call a Republic, This learned Judge was fo fteddy in his Ad. 

miniftration, that no Advantage could be taken againft him for what he 

did; fo they watched his Circuit Charges, to find fomewhat he might: fay 
to accufe him of, . And the only Paffage, I find charged upon him, was at 
King fion Affifes, where he ranted againft Zuinglius and Calvin, and their 
Difciples, for their fanatical reftlefs Spirit. For now, faid he, they are 
amufing us with Fears, and nothing would ferve them but a: Parliament. 

He knew no Reprefentative of the Nation but the King (which, in an actu- 

al Senfe, istrue, for, in Parliament, fuch, as do not choofe, have no a¢tual 
Reprefentative ; but, in a.legal Senfe, as to the being bound, all are repre- 
fented) al/ Power, fays he, centers in him, (That is all coercive Power, 


And then the Judge, in the Touring of his Fancy, fays, 7 Faith be (the 


King) 
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‘King) bas Wifdom egough to entraft it.no more with thefe Men, who bave + 
given us fuck late Examples of their Wifdom and Faithfulnefi, It would 
be. hard to prove. here whom he fpioke of, {6 as-to frame, out of thefe 
Words, an Accifation ; but it feems there was no better, and fo it came be- 
fore the Houfe of Commons; *would any one have thought it? 

LXXXI. It is to be noted that, during this Heat, as if the Common The Accufsti- 
Law of Juftice had been abrogated, none of thefe reverend :‘Mengwere either ba ae 
called to be heard, or had any Time given them to anfwer 3 but the Cen- Looknek ana 
fure of the Houfe paft, and, for Punifhment, they were to be impeached. , i! aes ot 
Thg Crime, againft Baron Weffon, was that the Words, in bis Charge, were Jadge’s Defer” 
fefriatas to the Reformation, and tending to raife Difeord, &c. A new todefendhim- 

rt of Offence. It hath been the Ufage of the Common Law, to charge 
Men with Fa& done, or Words, of a direé&t Senfe, fpoken. Matter of Ag- 
gravation never makes an Accufation where the Subject, of itfelf, doth 
not bear it. And fo careful is the Law of criminal Matters, that it re- 
quires an Indictment to be certain to every Intent, or elfe it ‘is void, 
and will be quafhed, “For--which Reafon, if Words may be taken in any 
harmlefs Senfe, though the fame Words will alfo bear a criminal Senfe, 
they fhall be taken in the mildeft Senfe. But however, was it reafonable to 
bring fuch a Charge as this againft an, otherwife, unexceptionable Judge? 
It was much wondered, at the Time, that, in alb this Noife about the 
Judges, none were: {ent for to the Houfe;.the Cafe: was: thatight’to. be, 
that they were ftout Men, and would have juftified-all-they had done, and 
that was not thought feafonable. The Baron, for his Part, was fo far from 
being concerned at the terrible Sound of an Impeachment, that, when the 
other Judges looked grave and folemn, he was as gay and debonair as at 
a Wedding; and was only forry that he had not an Opportunity of 
talking in the Houfe of Commons, and would have compounded, for a 
moderate Punifhment, to have had his full Scope of arguing his own Cafe 
before them. And, as for the Impeachment, he longed to be at it with them, 
e cared not where, or before whom, provided he might have his Talk out. 
He was prepared to fet up Magna Charta, and to demand the Sudicium. 
partum, and his Jawful Challenges, and to, thew that Lex Zerre was re- 
ferred to the Court, and not to the Country, ‘and was nothing ito the Pur- 
pofe againft his Right of Trial ; and, upon that ‘Law,. he wauldhaye died. 
at a Stake, and not have quitted one Jota of his Judgment to all tlé World, 
Tt is pity fuch a ftout Combatant had not had a clear Stage and a fair Eneiny ; 
but, as Things fell out, they were not fo hard prefied, , 

LXXXII. No Articles were ever prepared againft any of the’ Judges, sis william 
except Sir William Scrogs, the Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench, againft pie ns 
whom Articles were brought to the Houfe, and ordered to ftand; but I do tually, is i 
not find by the Print, that any Members were appointed by the Houfe to_Charaéter laid 
carry them up. He was a Man that lay too open; his Courfe of Life was me ele es 
fcgndalous, and his Difcourfes violent and intemperate. His Talent was Diilutice 

: Wit;* 
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- Wit; and he was Mafter of Sagacity and Boldnefs enough; for the fetting 
off of which, his Perfon was large, and-his Vifage broad, He had a fluent 
Expreffion, and many good Turns of Thought and Language. But he 
could not avoid Extremities ; if he did ill, it-was extremely fo, and if well; 
in Extreme alfo. In the Plot, he was violent to Infanity ; and then, re- 
ceiving Intelligence of a truer Intereft at Court, he was converted, and be- 
came, all at once, no lefs violent the other Way; which made the Plot- 

“Drivers and Witnefles hate him. And Oates and Bedle did him the Ho- 
nour to prefer Articles to the King in Council againft him, charging various 
Immoralities ; and there was an Hearing, but, they failing of Proof, he was 
juftified. ‘The Occafion of his Converfion, as I was told by the Perfon 

. that adminiftered the Means to- him, was this, The Lord Chief Juttice 
came once from Windfor with a Lord of the Privy Council in his Coach ;- 
and, among other Difcourfe, Scrogs afked that Lord, if the Lord Shaft. 
bury (who'was then Lord Prefident of the Council) had really that Inte- 
reft with the King as be feemed to have? No, replied that Lord, no more 
than your Footman bath with you. This fank into the-Man, and quite 
altered the Ferment, fo as, from that Time, he was a new Man. It was 
well for him that the Parliament was diffolved, elfe they had purfued their 
Impeachment againft him, and what an Embroil it had made in Parlia« 
ment, is not eafy to conjecture, 

Sir William LXXXIII, Here I take Leave of Accufations for Abborring, or other- 

Fons tie ne Wife, in this Parliament. The moft eminent, or remarkable, have been fet 

TrecrHoofe forth as far as is neceflary ; if any one would be more pareenlary informed, 

aidwhy it is but going to the State Traéts, that deals in fuch Stuff only. There 

will be found alfo much ado about Law Matters as to Bails, Judgments, 
and Punifhments, fome too hard, others too mild, according to the Partiality 
then in Fafhion ; tending moftly to criminate the Judges; as if they were 
to anfwer, for every Nicety, to the Humor of Parties, And now I re- 
turn to view the Infide of St. Stephens. We find there Sir William Sones >... 
in full PraGice, but a little difordered by the Error of his Conduct, It is the 
Nature of that Affembly to be averfe to thofe who pretend to govern, for it 
hates to be impofed on; and whoever aéts there in fuch a manner, as 
fhews he thinks his Senfe ought to take Place, is commonly ill heard; and 
flighted. And it was no fooner found that Sir William Jones had.a Spice 
- of that Temper, but his Authority funk, and little of his Propofing would 
fucceed. It is poffible that, if he might have ruled, many Paflages, relating 
to the Crown and the Law, had come out with a better Varnifh upon 
them, or not have come at all. But the Averfion went farther’; and the 
Spirit of Oppofition took a Pleafure in encouraging others‘againft him, 
and particularly Sir Fra. W. nm, a Lawyer alfo, but one that he def. 
pifed. This Humor was no fmall Vexation to him, and, probably, a 
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confiderable Ingredignt in the Remorfe had: for having left his very profi- « 
table, as well as honourable, Poft at Court ;:into.which Error fome Fafci- 
nation, or his ill Stars, had feduced him. And this Cafe is one, of many 
as may have been obferved, which fhew the unfortunate Confequences that 
ufually attend the leaving a good Poft for Difcontent, or Ambition of 
better; an Impatience ever impolitic, unfortunate, and, in the End, crofs 
and melancholy, But, as to the Parliament itflf, it was plain, by the Pro- 
ceeding of that Seffion, that the Court Pasty had not the Interelft tory 
any one Point, but every thing paffed in the Rigors of the oppofite Party ; 
whereby it became impoffible the Seffions could continue long. And, at 
Igft, the Rupture was upon the Bill of Exclufon, though the King had of- 

ted Expedients, as hath been touched before. - 
, UXXXIV. It is amafing to confider what Men in Numbers will do in The Excefs of 
fome Conjunctures, efpecially fuch, as, by the Flattery of a prefent Time, ade hoes 
feem to carry a Shew of Abfolute Power, Thefe Men endeavoured to put s aforced a Dif. 
the King’s own Reyenue under a Diftrefs, fo far from obliging with the Slution, and 
leaft Shew of Supplies; no .ngt by way of Bait to get, what they defired, a 
the Exclufion ; for they prefumed it muft come, at laft, without it. The 
fought by their Votes to difable the King to borrow upon Tallies of An- 
ticipation ; making the Lending (as far as a Vote could make it) unlawful, 
and to be punifhed in Parliament. This was to make Seffions of Parlia- 
ment neceflary, as they thought: ‘They went fo far as.to. vote out of the 
King’s Council five or fix of the chief; who were then called the Cabinet, 
by Name, without any Charge againft them. And, the laft Morning, they 
got the Start of the Black-Rod, and voted diverfe ftrange Propofitions, {pe- 
cified in another Place *. The Extravagance of which fhewed they were 


* I find that the honourable Author has, in his firft Part, referred the Reader to this Place foran Account 
of the parting Votes of this Parliament: And accordingly he has drawna Line acrofs, in order to have them 
omitted. Now here we are'referred back again to the fart Part ; which, I fuppofe, proceeded from the Au- 
thor’s being fenfible that he had made fome Mention of them in both Parts; and the firft being that which 

“he revifed Jaft of all the three, thought he had been more explicite in the third, and therefore ftruck them 
out. But fince the contrary appears, I thought proper toinfert.here, by Way of Note, the Votes, and his 
Remarks upon them, which are as follows. The firft is againft the Counfellors, ‘That they, who advifed 
“* the Provogation to any Intent but Favour to the Bill of Exclusion (which, having miffed its Pats, fo only 
“* might come in again) are (among other Things) Penjcomers of France... The 24 is, Thanks to the City for 
** their manifeft Loyalty to she King, their Care, Charge, and Vigilancy for- Breferwation of ‘his Majyfy’s Perfen and 
‘she Proteftant Religion ; and that the Members shat ferved for the City, fistuld carry thefe Thaxks. We mvft 
not forget that the City was the head Quarters of Impunity; the reft {peaks itfelf. 3. That she Honfe 
“* was of Opinion that the City was burnt in 1666 by the Papifis, defigning thereby 20 introduce Popery and arbitrary 
“© Power, No great Danger from fuch foolith Papifts, though we may hope better of Roman Catholics, and 
“* fo we mult remember who thofe incendiary Papifts were in the Senfe of our Author, who is the Echo 
“ of his Party. This has been often enough faid; but fo artful an Invention may be at all Turns obferved. 
“ But I muft note that Occafion was given for this Opinion by the Plot-Witneffes ; for th finding it 
“ was a Matter acceptable to their Party, in their Narratives, made it clearly out: And fo fully, that a 
“ Lift of all the Fires, that lappened fince the Reftauration, are charged upon thefe Papifts. But note Pamphfcur 
all this Matter refpeéts London ftills but we are calling a new Caufe, or more Votes, viz. 4. That the Bedive’s, Bee 
Duke of Monmouth was difplaced by the Influanceof the Duke of York. 5. An Addrefs to reflore him to his 
Offices and Employments, If a Seat of War was intended, it was moft neceflary to fix upon a General to 
head the Rendezvous. It feemed not a likely Way to recover loft Places of Truft, Authority and Profit, 
@ >y appealing from his Majefty’s Pleafure to the Power of his Enemies: Therefore this could not be 
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-in Hafte, and Time was fhort. One of them declared fhat whoever advifed 
the Prorogation, for other Intent than to bring in the Exclufion Bil} again, 
was (among diverfe bad Characters) a Penfioner of France: Which puts 
me in mind of a quarrelling Gentleman that faid, if you will not £0 out, 
you lye; as if, by the Strength of a Vote, one Matter of Fad imputable 
fhould create another. But of thefe Matters enough here and before, I 
remember well that, for a good while after the King was refolved upon a 
“Dikelation of this Parliament, it was kept very fecret; and about a Week 
before it was done, it being a great Froft, a Lord of the Cabinet, that was 
in the Secret, fitting at his own Table after Dinner with a few felect Friends, 
,turned to the Window and faid, we Srall have a Thaw ; intending eek 
that a certain Perfon in the Company, and none elfe, thould perceive the’ 
Meaning: And fo it proved; for he only minded it, and, to a Friend, the- 
fame Day, quoted the Words as an Indication, in his Opinion, of a Diffo- 
ution. This Crifis was, at that Time, of the greateft Concern; becaufe it 
abfolutely determined the Doubt, whether the King would ftand his Ground, 
or be refigned to his Enemies: Of which latter, all good Men had a difmal 
Apprehenfion. So far had he gone in his Experiments, to prove how far 
it was poffible to gain upon Enemies, to make them Friends, All which 
demontftrated to him, that the more he parted with his Power, the deeper 
he was to fink in the Mire, and his Deftruétion, as well as his Brother’s, 
was at the Bottom of all thefe reftlefs Workings ; fo he took a Refolution 
to fend Home this Parliament, and call another at Oxford, that was farther 
off from the Intrenchments of the Fa@ion. It is plain, by the Extremities 
of their Dealing about the Exclufion, as if they commanded and not de- 
manded, that it was they broke with the King, and not he with them’; and 
thereby they let him into fo full a Redintegration. of Intereft with the bet 
of his People, as may be termed a fecond Reftauration, : 

Introduction ¢ ULXXXV. Here we take our Congee, as to all Affairs in Parliament, and 

thePopectinm tN US round to fee what is doing Abroad. And there, during thefe Agi 

ing Tumult, tations, we find ag monftrous Havock, with the Rabble, as could poffibly 
be ‘cofttrived, . Faction always fuftains their Project of deftroying the.Go- 
vernment, by inflaming the Rabble, or, at leaft, by making an Appearance 
‘as if they were inflamed; which is done by a Sort of Military Difpofition 


** gained with an Expeétatian of fucceeding, but to fettle him (the D— of M@—— 


“ 


) in a Way of gene.. 
tal Popularity, and fo, probably, feduce him and his Myrmidons to efpoufe the good Caufe. Could 


“ Ambition fail to take fuch a Bait? Now we go off from this, and fail upon another Matter, viz, 

6, It is the Opinion of the Houfe, that the Profecution of the Diffenters upon the penal Laws, at this Time, is grie. 
vous to the Subjett, a weakening of the Proteftant Interef, and dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom. That 
the Peace of the Kingdom was in Danger, is plain enough, while three Sorts of Perfons had fuch En- 
* couragement ; as, 1ff, The factious Rulers in the City. 2dly, The Duke of Monmouth. 3dly, The 
“* whole Body of the Difenters. But that Claufe at the Clofe, of Danger to the Pease, was contrivable asa 

Threat; as muchas to fay, if Laws take Place againft Diffenters, they wiil rife in Arms, look to it. Tt 
“ pafs the Oddnefs of this Way of taking off the Force of Laws by Votes only without a legiflative Re. 
“* peal, becaufe it will fallin to be obferved afterwards, upon a Declaration of the King’s, where the Epi- 
& thet <pditrany is put to it.” a 
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of Mob-Mafters abbut in Corners, that, upon the Watch-word, are ta 
bring forward fome hare-brained Rout, which they call the People, Tt wag 
acted, in thefe Times, to PerfeGtion, and the whole Party joined, taking 
their Parts as regularly as Comedians upon the Stage; for ‘they had alfo 
their Conneétion of Scenes, Entries, Exits, Poetry, and Decorations, all 
defigned to conclude in Mifchief, That, which I'am about to relate, fell 
out in the Years 1680, 81, and 82, and was celebrated, by Way o = 
niverfary, under the famous Title of Burning the. Pope; and waited upon 
the Carryings on at Wefiminfler, as Tenders and Firefhips upon the Royal 
Flyet. Whether this Pope-burning Frolic was originally an exprefs Con- 
tJvance, or rofe up by Accident, doth not clearly appear; the former is 
moft likely, becaufe it is certain all Kind of Invention was at work to ex- 
cite the Rabble, upon all Occafions, to make their Mufters as formidable, 
as the Managers of them durft appear to encourage them: And the Pre- 
tence of celebrating the 17'* of November (Queen Elizabeth's Birth-Night) 
was apt enough for the Purpofe, For, the Reformation being fettled in 
her Reign, the Term Proteffint went off well with it, like Matter and 
Form, infignificant afunder, but, joined, make a Figure ; and fuch an one 
as might beft endiablee the Rabble, and fet them a bawling againft Popery, 
Others confidered that her Reign was leaft propitious, of any, to our Fa. 
naticifm, then called ‘Paritanifm; and fancied it was rather Accident that 
lighted this Fire} .as having no other Original than fome Tavern Caprice, 
encouraging a {mall Mob, put in the Way by the 5 of November Doings, 
not long before, to make a Bonefire, by which the Difpofition was ob- 
ferved ; and then the Faction run into it, as a kind Opportunity profered 
to tumultuate the People; for that was a neceflary Operation in the Con- 
junéture then reigning, It is certain the whole Pasty, in and about Lon- 
don, engaged, by all practicable Ways and Means, to exafperate the Rabble 
upon this Occafion ; and carried the Humor fo high, as feemed to thake 
= the Englifh Government; fo much that Foreigners concluded the Streets 
muft be all bloody and ftrewed with Carcaffes, So fierce and minato 
were the Agitations! But the Englifh are, in that, fingular from all other 
Nations, efpecially thofe towards the hotter Climes, where Men feldom 
tumultuate without Blood; but the Englifh will bawl and croud terribly, 
but do not love the Cry of Murder. And this may be a Reafon why, in 
thofe Parts, Tumults are rare, but, in Exgland, very frequent; for other- 
wife they could not be permitted as they are. : 
LXXXVI. But, as to thefe Tumults about burning the Pope, of which Contrived and 
yet I have made but a general mention, it is not to be thought the pci by 
could be carried on by a Faction disjointed, and acting feparately ; but ra- ine Canis 
ther that they were ceconomifed under fome common Direction, as thould Faétion, efpe- 
prefcribe Methods, and affign the Ars their Parts. This, in general, I Lear 
have mentioned, as depending on the Earl of ‘Shaftfbury, who, either of , 
Wimielf, or derived from fome Cabal fuperior to him, took the Prefident- 
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fhip of the faétious Counfels at that Time. But, without penetrating fo 
deep, we had a more vifible Adminiftration, mediate, as it were, between 
his Lordfhip and the greater and leffer Vulgar, who were to be the imme- 
diate Tools, And this was the Club called, originally, The King’s Head 
Club, The Gentlemen of that worthy Society held their Evening Seffions 
continually at the King’s Head Tavern over-againft the Inner-Temple Gate. 
¥arpon Occafion of the Signal of @ Green Ribbon, agreed to be worn 
in their Hats in the Days of Street Engagements, like the Coats of Arms 
of valiant Knights of old, whereby all the Warriors of the Society might 
be diftinguifhed, and not miftake Friends for Enemies, they were callyd 
alfo The Green Ribbon Club, Their Seat was in a Sort of Carfour t= 
Chancery-Lane End, a Centre of Bufinefs and Company moft proper for 
fuch Anglers of Fools, The Houfe was double balconied in the Front, 
as may be yet feen, for the Clubfters to iffue forth in frefco with Hats and 
no Peruques; Pipes in their Mouths, merry Faces, and diluted Throats, 
for vocal Encouragement of the Canaglia below, at Bonfires, on ufual and 
unufual Occafions, They admitted all Strangers that were confidingly in- 
troduced ; for it was a main End of their Inftitution, to make Profelytes, 
efpecially of the raw eftated Youth newly came to Town. ‘This copious 
Society were, to the Faétion in and about London, a Sort of executive 
Power, and; by Correfpondence, all over England. The Refolves. of the 
more retired Councils and Miniftry of the Faction were brought in here, and 
orally infinuated to the Company, whether it were Lyes, Defamations, 
Commendations, Projects, &c. and fo, like Water diffufed, {pread all-over 
the Town; whereby that, which was digefted at the Club over Night, 
was like Nourifhment at every Affembly, Male and Female, ‘the next Day. 
And thus the Younglings tafted of political Adminiftration, and took them- 
-felves for notable Counfellors. 
The great LXXXVII. The. Convetfation and ordinary Difcourfe of the Club was _ 
Forecaft and chiefly upon the Subject of Braveur in defending the Caufe of Liberty anid: 
pote Property; and what every true Proteffant and Englifhman ought to ven- 
the Clubfters. ture and do, rather than be over-run with Popery and Slavery. There was 
brea much Recommendation of filk Armour, and the Prudence of being pro- 
"vided with it, againft the Time that Proteftants were to be maffacred. 
And accordingly there were abundance of thofe fitken Back, Breaft, and 
Potts made and fold, that were pretended to be Piftol Proof; in which 
any Man dreffed up was as fafe as in an Houfe, for it was impoffible any 
one could. go to ftrike him for laughing: So ridiculous was the Figure, as 
they fay, of Hogs in Armour; an Image of Derifion infenfible, but to the 
View as I have had it. his was Armour of Defence; but our Sparks 
were not altogether fo tame to carry their Provifion no farther, for truly 
they intended to be Affailants upon fair Occafion; and had, for that End, 
recommended alfo to them a certain Pocket Weapon, which, for its De- 


fign and Efficacy, had the Honour to be called ¢ Proteftant Flail, It was tor 
Street, 
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Street and Croud-whrk, and the Engine, lurking perdue in a Coat Pocket, 
might readily fally out to Execution; and fo, by clearing a great Hall, or 
Piazza, or fo, carry an Election by a choice Way of polling, called knock~ 
ing down, The Handle refembled a Farrier’s Bloodftick, and the Fall was 
joined to the End by a ftrong nervous Ligature, that, in its Swing, fell 
jut fhort of the Hand, and was made of Lignum Vite, or rather, as the 
Poet termed it, Mortis. . . 
LXXXVIII. The Paftime of this Meeting, called the Club, waeVEty Theis way of 
engaging to young Gentlemen; and one, who had once tafted the Conver- Management 
fayon, could fcarce ever quit it. For fome or others were continually aoa 
c§ming and going to import or export News and Stories, as the Trade,re- 
quired and afforded. There it was known in Half an Hour what any 
‘Member faid at the Committee of Eletions, or in the Honfe, if it fat 
late. And every Poft conveyed the News and Tales legitimated there; as 
alfo the malign Conftructions of all the good Aétions of the Government, 
efpecially to Places where Elections were depending, to fhape Men’s Cha- 
raéters into fit Qualifications 40 be chofen or rejected. The Pope him- 
felf could not make Saints fo readily as they Papifts, and fo half, and three- 
quarter Papifts, as Belief was prompt or difficult. And a leud atheiftical 
Fellow was as readily wafhed clean, and made a zealous Proteftant, For 
that Genus. of Perfection was’ not wanted ip this Difpenfation, where no 
Vice, Immorality, Herefy, Atheifm, or Blafphemous Wit had. not Profef- 
fors ready to embrace willing Difciples, who, for the Sake ef fuch Subli- 
mities of Wit and Senfe, as they were accounted, were ready to proftitute 
all Principles of Duty, and efpecially thofe that regarded Allegiance to the 
Crown. And thefe, befides tutoring, were Carriers up and down, or Dif- 
perfers of feditious Talk, at proper Times, as Blood from the Heart,. to 
nourifh Sedition all over the Town, to the Exchange, Wefiminfler, Coffee- 
Houfes, and Sub-Coffee-Houfes, in wonderful Harmony of Difcovery : 
- -So that a puifne Politician, not aware of the Trick, from the univerfal 
Conformity of Difcourfe, would think the groffeft Fablings to be Truth 
in Perfection, There is nothing in our Days extant whereby, as in a juft 
Parallel, one may fhew forth the Frame and Ufe of this Club, unle(s ic 
be the Privy Council Board at the Grecian Coffee-Houfe, This hath not 
the Oftentation and Noife of the other ; but the folid Inftitutions are to be 
found there. It is very remarkable, in the Nature of thefe Societies; that 
none are confined to profefs any one Sort of Wickednefs ; but, as if Vil- 
lainy were indued with the new found out Attraction, it clutters together 
in Heaps, and where you find one, all the reft are not far; for what hath 
Herefy, Atheifm, or Blafphemy to do. with civil Brawls and factious Un- 
derminings? And yet you always find them working as loving Friends to- 
gether. Nay, to fay Truth, there is not fo great Diftance betwéen. the: 
Natures of Blafphemy and Treafon, but they may fubfift in aden fub~ 
gecéo; the one is againft the King of Heaven, and. the other sane 
sarthl x 
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-earthly King, and commonly the Difpofition is to Hoth alike; only the 
Treafon againft the former is thought the {afer of the two, and is theres 
fore more openly practifed. But, to give a Difmiffion to our Treafon 
Club, I only obferve that the like could f{carce have fubfitted in any Age 
but this ; for the Court was remifs and had not Spies amongit them, or elfe, 
if {ome pretended to fpy, they were rather Crofs-Bites: Elfe, they had not 
fat and acted in Peace fo long as they did; for, until the Rye Difcovery, 
thet Gonftitution ftood firm, but, immediately upon that, it fell to Pieces 
ike Dagon before the Ark, and hath not, in that Pofition, been heard of 
nee, 

LXXXIX. Now, as for our Tumults on the 17% of November 168, 
the firft Appearance was of a Rout carrying an Image of a Pope in Pro- 
ceffion, and burning it in the Bonefire over-againft the Club Windows. This- 
moderate Beginning had a full Attendance in the Balconies, to grace the 
Ceremony and encourage the Mob. I may note that the Rabble firft 
changed their Title, and were called she Mod in the Affemblies ‘of this 
Club. It was their Beaft of Burthen, and-called firft, mobile vulgus, but 
fell naturally into the Contraétion of one Syllable, and ever fince is become 
proper Englifb. This firft Performance of the Pope-Burning was fo pro- 
mifing, that ‘a Refolution was taken to enlarge the Provifion againft the 
next Year; and diverfe of the Club contributed voluntarily towards an Ap- 
paratus, as might be anfwerable to their Zeal againft Popery and arbitrary 
Power. When the Time came, they had, befide the Pope and a petit 
Diable his Familiar, another fingular Figure of a Man in an ordinary 
gentile Drefs, to gratify the Fancy; for, if you would have it the King of 
France, ot any other King, or confiderable Loyallift, it would not {cruple ; 
every one had his Account in it, being a fupple Reprefentative, conformable 
to all. Thefe Figures were brought by the Mob in grand Proceffion, 
from the farther End of London, with honourable Attendance of Staffers 
and Link-Boys, founding, as they came along, without Intermiffion, and -. 
coming up near to the Club-Quality in the Balconies, againft which was 
provided a huge Bonfire, the Sound echoed from thence, and fo from 
Side to Side of the Street down to Temple-Bar, as might have been a Cure 
of Deafnefs itfelf; and then, after numerous Platoons and Volleys of Squibs 
difcharged, thefe Bamboches were, with redoubled Noife, committed to the 
Flames. : 

XC. This was the firft Time that the Rout was audacious and for- 
midable. And really, in a great City, that had Laws and Magiftrates for 
the Peace, it was intolerably fcandalous. Who could anfwer for the Con- 
fequences of loofing the Reins to the Rabble, as if the Government was 
fufpended? And really it was little better in thefe Ignoramus Times; 
for the Magiftrates did not in the leaft appear to hinder, and: were foully 
belied if they did not abet the Tumuits; and no Wonder, when it is con- 
fidered that the Faction, that worked them up, had the choofing thc 
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Mayor and Sherriff of London, But, as to this Riot, the Magnitude of * 
it was beyond what was expected, and the Court had made no Provifion 
of Guards to attend near Hand, as afterwards was done, which made it 
be thought very fair that it went off fo quietly as it did. But yet the Mag- 
nificence of it was not fo great as the Club-Men thought the Caufe de- 
ferved ; therefore it was refolved to make a larger Shew the next Year (if 
Shew was all they intended) and accordingly a Colle@tion for the Cha 
was made among the Party; a Guiney a-piece was the ordinary @fiota, 
fome exceeded, as their Zeal was ardent, and lefs was not refufed, ‘The 
fettled their Officers, Spenditores, and Architeéts, and each Clubfter was 
Be to fuggeft his Whim for improving the Mythology of the Reprefen- 
ation. And, in very good Earneft, at the Club and about the Town, 
yery great Sums were gathered for this good Work; and there was made 
up diverfe Pageants, and Figures of myftic Conftru@tion, but not altoge- 
ther fo pompous as was given out. For the Difcourfe ran high of mighty 
Things to be feen; fuch as were never feen before; and fo far was true: 
And this Fame, being factiouss was, by that, almoft univerfally commu- 
nicated ; every Body had a Mind to come and fee this famous Bruggio di 
, Papa. 
<r, It may be afked what was the End or Intention of all this Pains The Drift and. 
and Expence? It is eafy.to anfwer it was not for meer Sport; that’s too Delign of 
Boyith for-fuch a noble Society, and their Drivers in fecret, to defign and ‘he! Tumults 
execute with fo much Application. And, in Cafe that had been all, the the Bil! of 
3 of November, Powder Treafon Night, would have done as well, But Extlulion. 
that would not anfwer, becaufe it had been no more than was ufual, and 
every Body expected, and, if a little more Stir than ordinary, what figni- 
fied that? No, the Matter muft be fo ordered, that greater Notice might 
be taken, and the Occafion eminent and new, that the Folk might afk and 
be told why and wherefore; and it muft be faid that it was ablolutely ne- 
ceflary to quiet the Minds of the People; that is, that the King muft of 
Neceffity comply with whatever the Parliament infited on; the Matter 
was come to bear upon the Exclufton, and Friends without mutt lendtheir: 
helping Hand at a dead Lift. The Time was well chofen, for it was in 
or near Sitting the Parliament, when the Town was full, and the Nights 
dark and long, which covered the Aétors, and the many Lights. and vaft 
Fire ftruck. a Terror on People’s Spirits. The Effeéts muft needs anfwer: 
by inviting the willing, frighting the fearful, deterring the wife and cau- 
telous ; but, above all, teaching the King his Leffon, which Way to:com- 
pals his Quiet and Safety, of which they thought him very fond.. There: 
could be no more made of it. It was not as in Forty One; when, for the 
like Ends, the good Rout went down to Whiteball and Weftminfter ; for 
the King now had Guards and a Line of great Guns at Whitebal!. So that 
March was impracticable, but theycame as near as they durft, and, {o far 
ag Temple-Bar, made good. their. Mufters ;. and;, by. the Manner. of. their: 
Etoceeding,, 
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Proceeding, demonftrated how ready and willing thty were to engage in 
another Way, if an Opportunity had been put into their Hands. In a 
Word, the Sport of Novelty enhanced the Croud, which was all Counte- 
‘ nance, and went for Zeal univerfal. The Faction had always, upon the 
Tip of their Tongues, the People, and all their Routs were the People ; 
and now they intended, by this Leviathan Mob, to thew the People in 
Earneft. And then the King, if he had not known better, might 
perhaps have miftaken this Affembly for the People whom he was to fatif- 
fy, and whom nothing would pacify but the Exclufion and its Depen- 
dances ; and here is the Spirit of this Congregation, Se 
— The Mogie  XCII. But to return to our Tumults. After it was found that there vias_ 
ftvates of the to be a Re-inforcement at the next Anniverfary, which was in 1682, it is 
cw ee not to be thought the Court was afleep, or that the King would not en< 
Sieh racsala: deavour to put a Stop to this Brutal Outrage. His Majefty thought fit to 
but in vain. take the ordinary regular Courfe, which was to fend for the Lord-Mayor, 
erin ( &c. and to charge him to prevent Riots in the City, So the Lord-Mayor 
and Sherriffs attended the King in Councit, and there they were told that 
dangerous Tumults and Diforders were defigned in the City upon the 17% 
of November next at Night, on Pretence of Bonefires; and his Majefty 
expected that they, who were entrufted with the Government of the City, 
for keeping the Peace, fhould, by their Authority, prevent all fuch riotous 
Diforders, which, permitted to goon, was a Mifdemeanor of their whole 
Body. Then one of them came forwards and, in a whining Tone, told, 
the King that they did not apprehend any Danger to bis Majefty or the City, 
from thefe Bonefires; there was an Ardor of the People againft Popery, 
which they delighted to exprefs in that Manner, but, meant no Harm. And 
if they foould go about to hinder them, it would’be taken as if they fa- 
voured Popery; and, confidering the great Numbers and their Zeal, it 
might make them outragious, which, let alone, would not be; and, perhaps, 
they themfelves might not be fecure in refifting them, no not in their own 
Houfes; and they hoped bis Majefty would not have them fo expofed, fo long 
as they could affure bis Majefty that Care feould be taken that, if they went 
about any ill Thing, they fhould be prevented, or to this Purpofe, as I had 
it from undoubted Authority. This was the Godly Care they had of the 
Public Peace, and the Repofe of the City ; by which the King faw plainly 
what they were, and what was to be expected from them. There wanted 
not thofe who fuggefted the fending Regiments into the City ; but the 
King (always witty) faid be did not love to play with bis Horfe. But his 
Majefty ordered that a Party of Horfe fhould be drawn up, and make a 
ftrong Guard on the Outfide of Temple-Bar; and all the other Guards 
were ordered to be in a Pofture at a Minute’s Warning; and fo he took a 
middle, but fecure and inoffenfive Way; and thefe Guards did not break 
up till all the Rout was over, : 
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XCHI. There weye not a few in the Court who either feared or fa- A Pattige be- 
voured thefe Doings; it may be both, the former being the Caufe of the eee ae 
latter. This puts me in Mind of a Paffage told me by one prefent, It Fes Queen 
was of the Lord Archbifhop of York D.: n, who was a goodly Perfon Elizabeth's 
and corpulent; he came to the Lord Chief Juftice North, and, My Lord, Sate stom 
faid he, (clapping his Hand upon his great Self) what fhall we do with Seuling of | 
thefe Tumults of the People? They will bear all down before them, My Lge, Shew: 
faid the Chief Juftice, Fear Gop, and don’t fear the People. A“Bood zi 
Hint from a Man of Law to an Archbifhop. But, when the Day of 
Execution was come, all the Shew-Fools of the Town had made fure of 
Phices, and, towards the Evening, there was a great Clutter in the Street 
“with taking down Glafs Windows, and Faces began to thew themfelves 
thereat, and the Hubbub was great with the Shoals of People come there 
to take, or feek, Accommodation. And, for the greater Amafement 
of the People, fomebody had got up to the Statue of Queen Elizabeth 
in the Nich of Temple-Bar, and fet her out like an Heathen Idol, A 
bright Shield was hung upon her Arm, and a Spear put in, or leaned upon, 
the other Hand; and Lamps or Candles were put about, on the Wall of 
the Nich, to enlighten her Perfon, that the People might have a full View 
of the Deity that, like the Goddefs Pallas, flood there as the Objeét of the 
folemn Sacrifice about to. be made. There feemed to be an Infcription 
upon the Shield, but I could not get near enough to. difcern what it was, 
nor diverfe other Decorations ; but, whatever they were, the Eyes of the 
Rout were pointed at them, and tufty Shouts were raifed, which was all 
the Adoration could be paid before the grand Proceffion came up. I could 
fix in no nearer Poft than the Green Dragon Tavern below in Fleet-Street 
but, before I fettled in my Quarters, I rounded the Croud to’obferve, as 
well as I could, what was doing, and faw much, but afterwards heard 
more of the hard Battels and Skirmifhes, that were maintained from Win- 
daws and Balconies of feveral Parties with one and other, and with the 
Floor, as the Fancy of Whig and Tory incited. All which were managed 
with the Artillery of Squibs, whereof thoufands of Volleys went off to the 
great Expence of Powder and Paper, and Profit to the poor Manufa€turer, 

For the Price of Ammunition rofe continually, and the whole Trade could 
not fupply the Confumption of an Hour or two, fora, 

XCIV. When we had pofted ourfelves at Windows, expedting the Play The Order 
to begin, it was very dark, but we could perceive the Street to fill, and the of the March 
Hum of the Croud grew louder and louder, and, at length, with Help ielate 
of fome Lights below, we could difcern, not only upwards towards the the Pope is 
Bar, where the Squib War was maintained, but downwards towards Fleet. S#te4r& 
Bridge, the whole Street was crouded with People, which made that, 
which followed, feem very ftrange. For, about eight at Night, we heard 
a Din from below, which came up the Street, continually encreafing till 
We could perceive a Motion; and that was a Row of ftout Fellows, that 

4D came 
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“ came fhouldered together crofs the Street, from Wall to Wall on each Side. 
How the People melted away I cannot tell; but it was plain thefe Fellows 
made clear. Board, as if they had fwept the Street, for what was to come 
after. They went along like a Wave; and it was wonderful to fee how 
the Croud made Way: I fuppofe the good People were willing to give Obe- 
dience to lawful Authority. Behind this Wave (which, as all the reft, had 

Magy Lights attending) there was a Vacancy, but it filled apace, till another 
like Wave came up, and fo four or five of thefe Waves paffed one after 
another ; and then we difcerned more numerous Lights, and Throats were 
opened with hoarfe and tremendous Noife ; and, with that, advanced a Pa- 
geant born along above the Heads of the Croud, and upon it fat an huge 
Pope in Pontificalibus in his Chair, with a reafonable Attendance for 
State; but his Primier Minifter, that fhared moft of his Ear, was 7/ Signior 
Diavolo, a nimble little Fellow, in a proper Drefs, that had a ftrange Dex- 
terity in climbing and winding about the Chair from one of the Pope’s Ears 
to the other. 

Other Page. XCV. The next Pageant was of a parceFof Jefuits, and, after. that (for 
prin there was always a decent Space between them) came another with fome ordi- 
what you nary Perfons with Halters, as E took it, about their Necks; and one, witha ften- 
Pleafe. terophonic Tube, founded Abhorrers, Abhorrers, moftinfernally, And, laftly, 
came one with a fingle Perfon upon it, which fome faid was the Pamphleteer 

Sir Roger L’Effrange, fome the King of France, fome the Duke of York; 

but certainly it was a very complaifant civil Gentleman, like the former, 

that was what every Body was pleafed to have him, and, taking all in good 

Part, went on his Way to the Fire; and however fome, to gratify their 

Fancy, might debafe his CharaGter, yet certainly he was a Perfon of high 

Quality, becaufe he came in the Place of State, which is laft of all. When. 

thefe were pafled, our Coaft began to clear, but it thickened upwards, and 

the Noife encreafed; for, as we were afterwards informed, thefe ftately Fi- 

gures were planted in a Demilune about an huge Fire that fhined upen 

them ; and the Balconies of the Club were ready to crack with their facti- 
ous Load, till the good People were fatiated with the fine Shew; and then. 
the-hieroglyphic Monfters were brought condignly to a new Light of their 

own making, being, one after another, added to encreafe the Flames: All 

which was performed with fitting Sa/vos of the Rabble echoed from the 

Club, which made a properMufic to fo pompous a Sacrifice. Were it not 

for the late Attempts to have renewed thefe Barbarities, it had been more 
reafonable to have forgot the paft, that fuch a Stain might not have remained 

upon the Credit of human Kind, whom we would not have thought ob- 

noxious to any fuch. But, as it is now otherwife, all Perfons, that mean 
humanely, ought to difcourage them; and one Way is to expofe the facti- 

ous: Brutality of fuch unthinking Rabble-Sports, by fhewing, as near as we 

can, how really they were acted; the very Knowledge of which, one would 

: think, 

t I 


Cuar, VIL EXAMEN. 


think, fhould make them for ever to be abhorred and detefted of all rational 
Beings. : 

XCVI. It was hoped the Scandal of this Outrage, offenfive as it was to 
all the fober good Citifens, might have fufficed to have exhaled the Capriccio; 
the rather becaufe the Times were now upon the Crifis of a Turn ; the Ox- 
Jord Parliament was diffolved, the King’s Declaration of Reafons publithed, 
and verified by Multitudes of Addreffes; and, which was more confidereblé, 
a good Lord Mayor and loyal Sherriffs chofen for the City (concerning the 
Proceeding of which Change, I have much to fay afterwards) by which the 
‘Tyrant Ignoramus was utterly difmounted. Thefe were great Alterations, 
* and might have made the Fa@tion quiet for a while; but, inftead of that, 

it was determined and given out at the Club, that the next Anniverfary 
fhould be ‘celebrated with more Pomp, Luftre, and Variety, than ever be- 
fore. I fuppofe it is not forgot in what Forwardnefs the moft defperate of 
Treafons was in this Year 1682; fo that Rabbling was of mighty Confe- 
quence for the Opportunities, as might profer, of keeping the People warm 
again{ft the Time of Ation; and, however the Temper of the Magiftrates 
was changed, the Spirit of the Fation was not broken till the Year after, 
when the Rye Confpiracy was difcovered; and then Mobbings were laid 
afide all at once. But before, againft the 17th of November, 1682, there 
were made the extraordinary Collections, and Engineers fet to work upon 
the Fabric of various Pageants, and the whole Proceffion was to come out 
with many Alterations and Additions ; and ali People were alert in Expecta- 
. tion of feeing this fine new Play, 

XCVI. The King was then refolved to hinder the Execution of this De- 
fign ; and it was gravely deliberated which Way to do it. The King was 
for that of the Magiftracy of the City, who ought to do it; and were now 
willing, if they could; and furely they might. Others, that had an’ Idea 
of popular Fury in Extremity, thought it was impoffible to be done fo 
edly. Of which Number the Lord Chancellor Nottingham was one; he 

’ thoughfthe Rabble, what for Zeal, and what for Sport, were fo fet upon 
it, that it would be very hard to put them by. Some, as of Courfe, were 
for Horfe and Foot without more ado. But the King would firft fpeak 
with the-Magiftrates. So the Lord Mayor and the,Sherriffs attended ; that 
is Sir fobn Moor, and Sir Dudley North, and Sir Pete Rich 3 which two 
latter, with unparallell’d Strife, had been chofen Sherriff$ not long before, 
And, when -the Occafion was told them, and that the King expected they 
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fhould prevent the intended Riot on the 17th of November inftant, Sir Dudley , 


North, the elder Sherriff, ftepped forwards and faid that, having bis Ma- 
Jefty’s Command, and a little Afiftance in Referve, to be ufed if Occafion 
were, they doubted not but ta take away a Faggot from any one that fhould 
pretend to light it. That was his Levantine Manner of exprefling himéelf, 
athe King heard this with the greateft Satisfation imaginable; and, turnin 
to the Lord Chancellor, /ook you there, my Lord, faid he. And his Lord- 
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thip then afked Mr, Sherriff North, how he propofed to #o this? "The Sherriff 
an{wered, that they would have a Company of the City Trained Bands in 
the Exchange, to be ready to affft if Need were; and, if bis Majefty fo 
pleafed, a Company of bis Horfe-Guards might be ready without Temple- 
Bar, that, in cafe any Difturbance was confiderable, might be fent for to 
affi in the quelling it (though he verily thought there would be no fuch Oc- 
- cafian) be faw nothing to the contrary, but they might do the Bufinefs with 
only their ordinary Officers. 

qhe Sheriffs  XCVIII, This frank and clear Declaration of the City Sherriffs was fo 
ride about all oppofite to the undutiful Dealing of their Predeceffors the former Year, and 
sBouchves, and agreeable to the King’s own Judgment and Expectation, that it filled him 
the Embrios. with Content as to this Affair. And, when the Time came, it happened 
of the Page- as was prognofticated; for there was neither Ufe nor Need of extraordinary” 
produced. Forces, The Faétion found there was to be no Boy’s Play now, nor any 
Connivance of the Magiftrates, but, on the contrary, right down Refolution 
in earneft to fupprefs the Diforder ; and the Faction not being economifed for . 
making a Puth upon the Main at this Time;they wholly withdrew, and gave 
up the tumultuous Game for loft, And the Sherriffs, mounted alla Cappari- 
fonée with their blue Coat Attendance, rode the Petroville about the City almoft 
all Night, and no one attempted to make a Bonefire. Such is the Force of 
a regular Magiftrate’s Authority to keep the Peace, if he be refolved to exe- 
cute it, and neither for Timidity or Perfidy fails of doing his Duty. 
About three in the Morning, the Sherriffs were informed that, in a back 
Building without Bifbop/gate, there were fome Pageants difcovered ; fo they 
went, and, upon Search, found a Parcel of eqyivocal Monfters, half form- 
ed, like thofe fabled of the Mud of Nile. Legs and Arms lay {cattered 
about, Heads undreffed, and Bodies unheaded, with the Wardrobe and 
Timber work wherewith, if this Interruption had not come, and the Game 
turned from Jeft to Earneft, all the Shew was to have been compoftd. 
But woful was the Cafe; for thefe mangled Beginnings of human Re- 
femblances, being haled forth into the Street, made no {mall Sport among 
the very fame Rabble as were to have been diverted with them another 
‘Way in more Perfeétion. Thus ended thefe Diavolarias never to appear 
again, till like Mifchiefs are hatching, and encouraged to take another Tour 

in the fame Formgs Ws here intended. 
The Author's XCIX. TH® Author of the Compleat Hiftory hath no Caufe to complain 
many fal of me, for I have not troubled him all this while. But now, I guefs, it 
Tricks toe, Will be expected I fhould thew how he hath managed to bring his dear 
ae ties * Pa@ion off from thefe fcandalous Doings, or, rather, turn them into Mat- 
Scandals, and ter of Credit to them. And, to do him Right, he hath gone as far as is 
on the Court. poffible, to turn Evil into Good for their Sakes; and that is brought about, 
partly, by falfifying, and partly by fuppreffion. As firtt, he takes no notice 
at all of the 17th of November, as if nothing at all had been done, on 
that Day, for the Sake of St. Elizabeth. No, notalthough it sr 
are 
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Care of the King, Ccuncil, and ordinary Magiftrates, with Horfe Guards, ~ 


and Train Bands, to check the Tumults. And the Memory of them will 
remain, even in old Womens Hiftory, by the Title of the famous burning 
of the Pope, or celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s Birth Ni ight; yet, in this Hi- 
ftory, we have net wherewithal to conftru& a Ballad with that Title. But 
yet he thinks the Noife of the Tumults was fo great, and the Matter fo 
well known, he muft fay fomewhat about Bonefires. This Grumbling in 
his Confcience has produced a Libel upon the Court, for obftructing Bone- 
fires on Powder Treafon Night, that is, as ufual, on the sth of November; 
which is utterly falfe, for on that Day, in any one of thofe Years, there 
was no Interpofition of the Court to hinder the Bonefires, nor was there 
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any extraordinary ones fo as to need it. But he begins, and fays that Zeal page gor. 


againft Popery was looked upon only as a FaGtion, A flaming Zeal indeed 
it was! But fee how he flurs it off from the 17th, when all the Mit 
chief was, to the 5th, when there was none; and he thinks all Diforders 
may pafs Mufter on that Day. That upon this Rule of State thefe popular 
Rejoicings on the 5th of November were to be prevented and fuppreffed. What 
Rule of State, when and how, &c.? Here’s Candor indeed! He firft forges 
a Rule of State, and then belies the Practice of it; for there was no Pre- 
ventions nor Suppreffions intended with Reference to that Day. But when 
it was impoffble to refrain the Spirits of the People. So we muft carry 
on the Lye, as if all thefe Concerns were about Powder Treafon Bonefires 
only, Now we come to a pretty Circle, Therefore the Court refolved to 
punifh it for a Terror to others. Punith what? The Spirit of the People. 
‘What Spirit? The popular Rejoicings on the sth of November. And why 
punith? For a Terror to others. From doing of what? That which it 
was impoffible to hinder, It were well if this were Nonfenfe, for then it 
would be neither true nor falfe, and would fave the Author a Conviction 
of the latter, that waits him. But we muft obferve that, according to the 
new Rule of Hiftory, thefe general Conclufions of State-Spirit-Rejoicings 
and Terrors, are to be made good by fome one fingle Tale, as here is one 
that he, for thefe mighty Ends, gives us; and it is of an Indictment of fome 
young People for making Bonefires on the 6th of November at Night,. 
which, in our Account, was the Day next after the sth; and how was. 
punifhing that of the 6th a Terror to the Spirit that agted ufually on the 
gth? It feems there was Reafon to ftop the Bonefires‘on the 6th, elfe it 
might have gone on to the 7th, 8th, @c. and all Winter be difturbed with. 
dangerous Fires in the Streets. But fee what falfe difingenuous Dealing 
here is to flubber over a bafe Bulinefs that will remain an eternal Shame to 
his Party. He feems to fay fomething, which, as he fays it, is falfe;, and,. 
for the Reafons hinted, he fcandaloufly fupprefleth the whole Truth that is. 
material. If a Man in future Ages, by Chance, hears of a famous Pope- 
Burning, and, to be informed of the Manner, buys this Book, he hath a 
jumping Pennyworth, 
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CHAP. VIII. 
The Times cleaving up, and how. 


I E are got beyond all the Parliaments held in the Reign of King 
Charles 11, whereof that at Oxford, fhort as it was, brought up 
the Rear. And now I have a Walk to take with our Author unlike any 
Tarn we have had together yet ; being a little more fmooth and direét, with 
a fairer Profpect on our Side of the Way, whatever it is on his; only we 
have the fag End of the old Rubbith of Ignoramus which lies in the Way, 
and, being troublefome, muft be removed. It was among the Concerns of 
the Earl of Shaft/bury, that I ventured to give the Genefis of that Monfter 
engendered in the Filth of FaGtion, and alfo to thew how tenderly it was 
nurfed up till it could prey for itfelf, And now, having referved a Cafe 
or two, that fell under that Infliction, to be confidered againft the State of 
them by our Author, I fhall apply to rid them off Hand, After the King’s 
Reafons, for diffolving the two (then) laft Parliaments, were followed b 
Addreffes tempered on the Court Side, the Faétion grew dull, like their 
Pamphlet, put out at that Time, entitled, Of the Nature of the late Ad- 
drefes; and although diverfe of the Plot Witneffes, by changing Sides, had 
plainly difcovered the Scene of thofe Treafons which related to the Ox- 
ford Expedition, yet the King could have no Juftice, nor fo much as a 
Trial, upon any of thofe Cafes, as the Party, by the Interpofition of Igno- 
ramus could hinder. The factious Sherriff continued, and their Juries were 
moft irreligioufly true to their Truft; and {creened their Party by rejecting 
all Bills of Indi€tment for High Treafon, as they were prefented to them. 
Ii. Mr, Attorney General Sawyer found that, by the Statute 3 Hen. VTI, 
the Judges and Juftices had a Power to reform the Pannels of Grand Juries 
returned before them, by taking out and putting in Names, as they thought 
fit; and the Sherriffs are, by that Law, bound to return the Pannel fo te- 
formed, on Pain of 207. which, fo long ago, was an heavy Penalty. One 
would have guefled that the Law was made for the like Occafion as the 
prefent ; fo apt was it and applicable to the Abufe. But, by the Preamble, 
it appears that the Abufe, to be correted, lay on the Extreme the other 
Way, that is indi€ting too much, and not too little. So far was it from 
‘being fufpected then, that Inquefts, for the King, fhould ever contumaci- 
oufly refift a direét Duty, But now, fince it is fo fallen out, and the Evil 
is rampant, and within the exprefs Provifion of that Law, one would be 
furprifed at any Pretence or Colour why that Law fhould not be put in 
Execution. Let us fee how the- Author mumbles it. Tse Government would 
wot truft them (the Whigs) upon common Sfuries, becaufe of the late Re- 
turns 
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turns of Ignoramus, which they thought chiefly owing to that Party. And 
was it not fo? But here’s Blunder all over; firft about the Nature of Ju- 
ties (the Author is privileged in Matters of Law) the common are the 
fame as are called Petit Juries, that attend to try Iffues joined, and thofe 
muft ftand as they are returned, bating fome Alterations by formal Chal- 
lenges, if any are made. The Law 3 Hen. VII, doth not extend to thefe, 
but to the Grand Juries or Inquefts, who are trufted and {worn to prefent,to 
the Court all Offences that appear to them. Then the Words above would 
feem to exempt the Whig Party from this Concern of Ignoramus, and put 
it upon the Court who (vainly, by the Import of the Sentence) thought it 
owing to them, And could any Thing be more notorious than that it was 
entirely fo? Could the Minifters be miftaken in that Notion, and confe- 
quently their diftruft of Fanatics, when the very Fountain of Ignoramus 
flowed out of Conventicles, which the Laws ftyle feditious and dangerous ? 
And when all Men {aw that going to Conventicles was a ftandard Qualifi- 
cation of a Jury-Man? But, to vouch this general, the Author, according 
to his Ufe, hath a particular "Pale; but that turns upon him. It was in 
1681, when the Court of Seflions at Hicks’s-Hall did proceed upon that 
Law, and reformed the Pannel by taking out fome Diffenter’s Names, Per-~ 
fons obfcure, and not known to the Juftices, or chief Conftables; and the 
Court required the Sherriffs to return the Pannels accordingly, and they re- 
fuled fo to do. Which contumacious A& of theirs, exprefly againft Law 
and their Duty, is of the fame Relith with all the reft. 

IH. This Proceeding of the Courts of Juftice, purfuant to the Laws, the 
Author terms @ frange AG of Parttality, and fays the Account given of 
it was by Authority to palliate the Matter. What means palliate? If the 
Account is not true, he fhould difprove it. If the Law was not with the 
Order of the Court, he fhould have thewn it. How is fetting forth the 
Truth of a Proceeding, upon the Foot of an exprefs A&t of Parliament, to 
be.termed palliating ? But there is yet more. Upon a Reprefentation of 
this undutiful Infolence to the Sherriffs, the King ordered that all the 
Judges fhould attend at the Old-Baily, and the fame Proceeding to be had 
there, where, perhaps, more Refpect-might be paid to the Judges, than had: 
been to the Juftices of the Peace 5 at leaft they knew, and were able, better 
to deal with them. This was done; and, to thew the Moderation and Ten- 
dernefs of the Proceedings on the Crown Side in thofe Days, I fhall fub- 
join a faithful Report of the Paffage, as I had it, from a Hand of unqueftio- 
nable Authority. 

IV. At the Seffions at the Old- Baily before Michaelmas Term 1681, the 
King commanded the Attendance of the Judges; they were all prefent, ex- 
cept Juftice Charleton and Baron Street. Mr. Solicitor General being pre- 
fent, and other Counfel for the King, “ he informed the Court that the 
“ Grand Jury, that was returned, confifted of Perfons difaffected to the Go- 
# vernment, and criminal in not going to Church, and reforting to Con- 

© venticles, 
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*«< venticles, and defired that the Court would take Confideration thereof, 
“* and reform the Pannel according to the Power in 3 Hen, VII. The Court 
« thereupon oppofed fome that were objected to; and one not giving a 
«© clear Anfwer to his not coming to Church, and another declaring he 
“© went fometimes to Church, and fometimes to other Places, which the 
«« Judges underftood to be Conventicles, and he not denying it, the Court 
“ thought fit to enjoin the reforming the Pannel; and it appeared necef- 
“ fary to put in others, elfe there had not been twenty-four according to 
“© the Command of the Writ. The Sherriff (Pi/kington) boggled at it, in- 
« fifting that it would reflect upon them and condemn their firft Return, 
“and alfo upon thefe Jury Men that were put out, and defired that it 
« might be made appear that the Pannel was corruptly made, and within 
*¢ the Cafes recited in the Preamble of the Statute, before they fhould be put - 
“¢ toreturn the Pannel. But the Court told them, that there were certain 
*¢ ill Cafes recited in the Preamble, which, it may be, were the Occafion 
« of making that Law; yet all ill Cafes were not récited, and, by the 
“ enaéting Claufe, Power was given to the Judges in all Cafes to reform 
« the Pannel, by putting out and putting in; and the Sherriffs were en- 
** joined to make a Return accordingly. That the Court was not bound to 
« thew any Caufe, for they were entrufted to do it at their Difcretions; but 
«* they had here proceeded upon a Caufe, in as much as they thought Men, 
“© who were Breakers of the King’s Laws, not fit to ferve upon Juries, as they 
“© that refufed to go to Church, or frequented feditious Conventicles, were; 
«< and therefore they hoped the Sherriffs would be candid in their Obedi- 
“ ence, and, having taken an, Oath to perform the Office of Sherriffs, they 
«« would not, in the Face of the Court, break their Oath in refufing. They 
4© defired to advife with Counfel, but the Court told them that it was very in- 
*¢ decent for them to afk to go to Counfel what the Law was, when all the 
«© Judges had declared ity or whether they fhould obey, if it were fo, Then 
«¢ they faid, what needed it, when there were enough befides, and the Coust 
« might forbear {wearing thofe Men. But the Court perfifted to require them 
“ to return the Pannel, and faid that thofe Men had brought a Sufpicion upon 
«© the whole Pannel, and it became the Court to make Ufe of all the Powers 
« the Law gave them, to provide for impartial Returns of Juries; and, at 

laft, the Sherriffs confented to return the Pannel,” 

The Author _V- How often do the Culpable accufe the Innocent of their own proper 
fuppreffes this Crimes? So here the Author patronifeth the moft fcandalous Partiality that 

* whole Matter. ever was heard of, and cries out upon a legal Power reafonably executed to 

reftrain it, 4 frrange AG of Partiality! And here it appears that the Court 
were fo far from encroaching upon the Rights of the People to indifferent 
Inquefts without, or beyond Law, as the Author in forty Places infinuates ; 
that, in this Inftance of a clear and exprefs Power, inftead of executing 
it rigoroufly, as they might have juftified, by putting out and in twenty- 
three, leaving but one to ftand, and without giving any Reafon at all, theye 
were 


an 
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wee tender, and ated upon Reafons publicly declared: And, to fay Truth, 

fo reafonably as only thewed their Power, but, as to the Bufinefs of find- 

ing Indi@ments, fignified nothing at all. But the Author is pleafed to fup- 

prefs all this folemn Proceeding before all the Judges at the Old Baily; and 
contents himfelf to dabble at Hicks’s Hall, where the Sherriffs thought they 

might be faucy, and flight the ordinary Juftices of the Peace. And he 

thinks he has celebrated the Triumphs of thé Sherriffs in their Difobedi- 

ence to that Court, and would not leffen his Heroes, by thewing they ftood 
corrected any where elfe. If the Author would let thefe Matters’ alone, 

which he doth not, or will not feem to, underftand, and are not ufually the 

Subject of Hiftory, but rather of Law Books, he might be excufed; but he 

goes juft fo much out of his Way or Knowledge, to pick up Pretences for 
Scandal, and lets the material Part of the Bufinefs alone, which gives fo 

much more Trouble in correcting him. 

VI, But thus Ignoramus kept the Chair, and expired not but with the A thot Ac- 
Sherriffwicks of Shure and Pilkington, which was about Michaelmas 1682, oe ee 
And, till then, the Court was mitich perplexed about condu@ing their Law ‘he prottent 
Concerns; for, on the Crown Side, how plain foever Matters were, the Joiner, and of 
very Forms of Juftice failed; which thewed how far the Faction was ad- eae 
vanced in Impudence. But, in the Interval between the Oxford Parlia- Treafon, 
ment and that Michaelmas 1682, a Time of much Difcovery, there hap- 

pened two notable Cafes. One was Stephen College, and the other of one 

Rous. The firft of thefe was a Joiner by Trade, but, being a pragmati- 

cal Man, and a Fanatic, was fet up as a prime Operator in the defperate 

Doings of the Party; and, after their Way of abufing the Word Proteftant, 

(which Word was firft derived from the Lutheran Proteftation in German > 

and fince is ufed to diftinguith all teformed.Churches) by applying it to 

every Thing they approved, or that run fideling along with the Faction, 

as alfo the Word Papi for the contrary, and fd, by an Art of calling 

Names, finding Means to caft no little Prejudice upon Things, this Handy- 

craft's Man was made famous by the Title of the Protefant Foiner ; and 

his Province lay in managing of Sedition and Treafon among a lower Order 

of Men; and he had, in particular, a great Charge incumbent upon him, to 

Conduct that which was drefled up for the Oxford Parliament. How this 

Cafe proceeded, and what Turns it had, fhall be thewed after I have done 

with the other, which was of leffer Account and Confequence. And that 

was one Rous; he was a thorough paced Traitor, and looked upon to be 
Paymafter of the Mob; aWappinger, and good at muftering Seamen. And, 

in Order to have good Magazines of Arms and Ammunition, he was in the 

Front of a Defign to furprife the Tower and Whitehall. This hung upon 

the Rye Confpiracy, but was not fo dire€tly a Part of it, as to fall within 
Keeling’s Notice, and was difcovered before he appeared, Which Difco- 

very went no farther, then, than this Bufinefs of the Tower ; though it was 
axplained afterwards by fome of the Teftimonies, as was fhewed before, I 
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‘This Rows pro- 
ceeded againtt, 
on the Evi- 
dence given in 
open Court, 
but the In- 
didtment ig- 
noramus'd, but 
at another 
‘Time attaint- 
ed and exe- 
cuted. 
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find the Auther is pleafed only to mention this Man’s Name among the Ggn- 
viéts of Treafon at the Rye, and no more; I fhall not therefore enter into 
the Particulars of this Treafon again, but refer to what went before, and 
to the Prints; only I crave Leave to pay my Refpeéts to Ignoramus, fo far 
as his Cafe was concerned, 

VII. There was Evidence againft Rous fo early as 1681, that he and his 
Complices had the Defign I mentioned, and alfo to feife the Perfon of the 
King; but with a good Confcience (as fometimes he pretended) having no 
Intent to fhed his Blood, but afterwards he was reconciled to Murder; for 
it appeared that he, as the reft, was for a clear Amputation of both the 
Royal Branches at once. The amafing Refufal of the Grand Jury to the Bills 
againft Shaftsbury, 8c. occafioned that Oftentation, rather than full Ufe, of 
the Power by 3 Hen. VIII. mentioned before. After which, it being thewed 
what the Court could do, it was hoped the Jury Men would be more mo- 
deft, and not oblige the Court, in other Inftances, to ufg the Extremity, but 


‘do common Juftice, as their Oath and Duty required. So after the Re- 


form, or Form rather (for it was no mre) a Bill of High Treafon was 
preferred againft this Rows, and to take away from the Grand Jury, already 
fworn, -all Subterfuge of Excufe, Counfel for the King moved the Court 
at the Old-Baily, “That the Evidence might be given to the Grand Jury 
« openly; the Court declared they could not deny it; and the Witneffes 
<< were heard openly, and the Jury charged upon it to confider of the Bill, 
« who, being retired, fent prefently for fome of the Witneffes; and the 
« Counfel for the King informed the Court of it, and prayed, that, if the 
“ Grand Jury would afk any Queftions, they fhould afk them in public. 
« The Court fent for the Grand Jury, and declared to them that they fhould 
«« have Liberty to afk the Witneffes, but it ought to be in public, as the 
“: firft Examinations were, being fo required of the Court by the King, 
« The Grand Jury told the Court, with much Confidence, they thought 
« the firft Examination was for the Satisfaction of the Court, and they did 
* not much mind it; that it was their Privilege to have private Examina- 
‘© tions, and they could not depart from it. The Court told them they had 
“¢ a Privilege to debate privately, and were {worn not to reveal one another’s 
« Secrets; but, as for the King’s Evidence, there was no Need of keeping 
« that Secret, unlefs the King’s Attorney defired it, but it might be public 
“or private, as the Court fhould direct, and they were bound to follow 
« the Dire€tion of the Court in this Matter. Then they defired that, if 
« the Court over-ruled them, it might be entered upon Record; which the 
« Court faid was an improper Motion, and rebuked them for it, for the 
* Court doth not enter fuch interlocutory Forms. Afterwards the Jurors 
« had convenient Places to fit and write, and the Witnefles -were, at their 
Inftance, examined apart the one from the other, and out of each other’s 
Hearing, and gave a ftrong Evidence of Treafon in my Opinion; but 
* neverthelefs the Jury brought in Igacramus, The Witnefles, being 
, “ prefled 


a « 
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“€ Wrefled to declare who they knew did contribute Money towards accnfing, 
« @ec, did charge fome of this Grand Jury with it; and fome other Paf- 
** fages, of their Endeavours to baffle the Witneffes with captious Queftions 
¢ and Cenfures, made the World fee that it was very probable this Grand 
“« Jury was not named by Chance,” So far the modeft Reporter; he might 
as well have declared the Villainy in Terms terminating. This Ignoramus 
did but delay the Trial of Rous; for he was afterwards indi@ed, tried, at- 
taint and executed, as the Print fhews; where is alfo his Confeffion of Guilt 
enough, though not fo much as appeared to be true of him, 

VIII. Now, coming to the Cafe of College the Proteftant Joiner, I would 
firft note that, when the Public began to fettle a little, after the Oxford 
Parliament diffolved, there were daily Difcoveries of the Rogueries intended 
there; and whoever has a mind to know the Forms, Language, and Con- 
ceptions of the Treafon Company one with another, and the Methods of 
the Directors to engage them, with the Authority the Fa¢tion-Mongers of the 
City had over the whole, tending to the great Work of taking off the King 
and the Duke, may read Mr. Zeal’s Narrative, entitled Villainy difplayed, 
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Zeal’s Narra- 
tive paints the 
Dealings in 
Treafon, Col- 
lege indi€ted, 
and ignora. 
mus'd, but 
forthwith 
indided 

tried and exes 
cuted in Ox~ 


1683. Ido not mention this Pamphlet asa Voucher of Truth in all Re- frdpire. 


{peéts, becaufe there was a Spice of the Pick-thank in it; but it affords fuch 
natural Images of Faction, with their ordinary Dialect and Converfe, and 
Prattique of Treafon, as cannot well be all fidtitious: And, for the grof 
Fadts, every one may traft or diftruft as they find Canfe. As for College, 
there was early Evidence of rank High Treafon againft him; and there- 
fore an Indi€tment was preferred to the Grand Jury at the Old-Baily; but 
againft full Evidence, as the following Proceedings thew, the Return was 
Tgnoramus. This obviated all farther criminal Profecution there; the Door 
was fhut, and no Entrance into the Common Courfe of Juftice was to be 
had, But the fcandalous Igzoramus was no Difcharge, and it was confidered 
that the overt Facts, of the Treafon againft him, were the Stirring up of 
Wer, and, in Order to it, preparing Arms and Habiliments, advifing others 
to do the like, and defigning to feife the Perfon of the King, and declaring 
he would be one; and that no Good was to be expected from the King, who 
minded nothing but Beaftlinefs, and the Deftru€tion of his People, and toefta- 
blith arbitrary Government, All which Faéts were done as well in Oxford- 
foire asin Middlefex, whereby the Treafon lay in two Counties; and, in-that 
Cafe, the King by Law may choofe in which County he will purfue, for 
both are proper. It was determined thereupon, that, fince the Juftice of 
an Indi€tment was denied by the Middlefex Grand Jury, to proceed to in- 
dict and try College in Oxfordfbire. And, there being an Opportunity by 
Means of the Affifes then at Hand, the Witneffes were fent down, and 
an Indictment preferred to the ordinary Grand Jury, who found the Bill. 
This could not be unequal; for this Cafe was not thought of when that 
Grand Jury was returned, After the Bill found, the Affifes did not conti- 
fue long enough to bring on the Trial of the Prifoner, for he would have 
complained of too fhort Warning. aes an extraordinary Commiffion 
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of Oyer and Terminer iffued to the Judges of the Weftern and Oxeed 
Circuits to try the Prifoner; and the two former were ordered to return 
from their Circuit by Oxford, and to be there at the Day. So thefe Judges 
met and held the Seffions, and after a long Trial, upon the Indictment 
found by the County Grand Jury, and full Evidence in the Hearing of a vatt 
Affembly of all Sorts of People, the Prifoner was found guilty of High 
Treafon, and, foon after, executed; as I am about to relate. % 
The Faétion IX. It is not to be conceived what a Thunderclap it was for the Faction, 
infinitely «to hear that a prime Inftrument of their’s fhould be brought to anfwer, much 
attend in full More to be attaint of Treafon. They thought their whole Party fafe en- 
Mufter a Ox- fconced behind the Sherriffs of London and Middlefex, with their Partifans 
eee off of Ignoramus; and that the Law was enervous as to them. And now, for 
one of them to be haled forth to an indifferent Trial, with the Confequences,- 
was of the laft Importance, and would render the moft zealous of their 
Party lefs daring, and many (as was found in diverfe Inftances already) go 
over and become Difcoverers, This made the whole Party-engage, .as- pro 
Aris & Focis, with all the Skill and Interefé they had, to boom off this’ Fire- 
Ship, and fave their Friend. And accordingly they went to Work, invent- 
ing, contriving, foliciting, by all poffible Means, if it might be brought 
about, to baffle the Trial. And the Attendance was accordingly, for there 
was {carce a pragmatical Town Party-Man abfent ; and Abundance of the 
vulgar Sort of them. Aaron Smith, as far as he durft, and that was not a 
little, took the Poft of Solicitor for the Prifoner. It was he that was Agent 
for the Scotch Rifing in the Rye Plot, There was Doétor Oates booted, and 
{purred, and {worded, and the whole train’d Band of his Dependance to help 
out, that could fo well help in at a dead Lift. With this Armament and 
Attendance, not unlike that which was at the Meeting of the Parliament, 
this Proteftant Joiner came down to be tried at Oxford. 
An Tafolence _ X. When the Weftern Judges, that is the Lord Chief Juftice North and 
tothe Lord = Mr. Juftice Fones, arrived, juft at his Lordhip’s Alighting from his Coach, 
Chick Juice 4 Servant put into his Hand a Letter left directed for him. He opened it, 
the libellous and found only thefe Words, You are the Rogue the Court relies on for 
Papers of De- drawing the firft innocent Blood. After his Lordfhip was in his Chamber, 


era and fome Friends with him, he fhewed it to them, faying only, that chefe 


dehvered to Men think me fo poor fpirited, as to be frighted from my Duty by fuck filly 
hims Stuff as this, Jt is a Thing of Courfe for Men, in the Circumftance of this 
Criminal, to defire Time after Time, and to infift upon all Dilatories, and 
to be very querulous, if every Thing they afk, be not granted; for they are 
never in Hafte; and it is always one Requeft for Friends to have Accefs to 
them. And, in this Cafe, there was enough of all this; for Petitions upon 
Petitions had been preferred, praying fuch Kind of Indulgences, which were 
granted, as appears by the Petitions and Orders printed at the Beginning 
of the Trial, to filence the lying Spirits of the Party, who then (as this 
Author, in this his Complegt Hiffery. hath\ fatly nretended thet he hae 





Guar. VIL EXAMEN. 


589 


“risher Time nor Means allowed for his reafonable Defence. In the Litt of * 


the Prifoner’s Counfel we find Mr. Smith, that was Plot Counfel to Oates, 
and one Weft deep in the Rye Confpiracy ; and thefe Gentlemen, with their 
Afliftant, had penned for the Prifoner’s Ufe, not only captious Law Que- 
ftions, but florid Speeches and Harangues, with the Cues where they were 
to be pricked in, as the Courfe of the Trial went on. .The Contents were 
Regimination and Libel upon the Government, charging Popery, French 
Counfels, cutting off Proteftants, arbitrary Power, and the like factious 
Stuff, fach as, if not helping the Prifoner off, might fill the Trial (when 
printed) with Libel upon the Government; an Art ufual with the Faction, 


After the Prifoner was come, the Judges, at his Defire, allowed free Ac. 


cefs of his Friends to him. But one of the Officers obferved that one of 

-them puta Parcel of Papers into his Hand; and, upon his Information, 
they were fent for and infpeéted, and found to be, partly, concerning his 
Defence, as Witnefles Names, &c. but Abundance of the aforefaid libellous 
Harangues. When the Court was fet, any one, that knew Perfons, might 
be diverted by obferving the Diligence of the foliciting Crew, and how they 
had pofted themfelves in the View of the Prifoner, and made Signals at ail 
Turns with Winks and Lipbitings, The Prifoner was arraigned, and, after 
much ado, pleaded Not guilty, and, upon his Complaint about his Papers, 
they were diftinguithed, and all, that were not meer Libel, returned to him, 
and his Triat was appointed the riext Day. ..It'is Pity our Author had not 
Copies of thefe Harangues to put in full Length into his Hiftory, they 
would have fat very well there. 

XI. I do not propofe to make a Report or Extract of this Trial, to repre- 
fent the numerous Cavils and Chicaneries that were ufedin it, for the whole 
is in Print, and readily had; and let that fuffice. I thall only noté a Paflage 
or two, as I think fingular, and then {peak with the Author about the honeft 
Copy he has ‘made from fo juft an Original, It was Aaron Smith that put 
the Papers into the Prifoner’s Hand, and being queftioned about it, lifted 
up as high as he could ftretch, and faid, publicly— It is high Time to have 
a Care when our Lives and Eftates are befet here. The Chief Juftice rofe 
up and (calmly) {aid to the Clerk, record thofe Words, _ The Confequence 
of that was a Conviction without farther“Trial; upon which the Court 
might have adjudged a Punifhment. But Smith was aware of that, and fell 
to recanting and explaining, which diverted the Proceeding; and the Judges 
only took his Recognition to attend during the Seffion, This Paffage of re- 
cording the Words is not put in the printed Trial, becaufe, as I fup- 
poie, Nothing being done, it went for Nothing. Sir George Feffries, and 
one of the Prifoner’s Witneffes, had a Parree of Wit. It was one Soba 
Lunn, an old quondam Drawer at the St. Dunfan's, alias, Devil Tavern, 
and gifted like an Army Saint. He was once heard praying by the Spi- 
rit againft the Cavaliers, and, among other fpiritual Elegancies, he cried, 
Scatter ’em, good Lord, featter’em, which gained him the Nickname of 
; Scatter ’exr 
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” Seatter’em. Six George Sfeffries was fomewhat too bufy in afking bh’ 
Queftions : and, Sir George faid he, Z never was upon my Knees, as you 
were, before the Parliament. Nor I, faidSir George, for much, but you were 
fo when you cried Scatter’em. Oates was alfo called to Witnefs for the Pri- 
foner, againft the Credit of fome of his Brother Evidences that had teftified 
for the King. He affected to pronounce Ore rotundo, the round Oaths and 
ribald Stuff that he charged the others to have uttered. And, among wther 
Things, he {aid of one Smith, who was 2 Minifter, that he once adme 
nithed him of his Oath upon the Gofpel, and his Anfwer was, G— d+. 
the Gofpel; and that vile Sentence Oates mouthed out fo odioufly, as” 
very much offended all (not fo bad as himfelf ) that heard it. And the 
Manner of his Behaviour fhewed the Genius of the Man more than any 
Defcription can do. He did but ufe the Privilege of a Theift or Freethinker ;- 
of which Crew, or worfe, he plainly declared himfelf by this Paflage. He 
told of his waiting with fome Company for Dinner in the City, and, faid he, 
to divert ourfelves, we entered into a Difcourfe of Philofophy; and the 
Queftions were contéerning the Being of a-God and the Immortality of the 
Soul, whether thofe could be proved by natural Demonftration. And he 
feemed much gratified in this Opportunity of talking profanely in Public, 
But enough of thefe bafe Mementos, It is Time to come: to our Author, 
who pretends to fink deep for the Intrigue of this Man’s Cafe, .. . 

XII. He begins with his Character, which, after his Rule of the Times, 
was meritorious; and his Treafon no other than Zeal againft Popery, that 


falle Accounts he ngs @ bujy Man, and a great Talker againft Popery. A good Work- 


and Sup- 
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man at Disjoining, whoever paid him; and, as for his Offence, He went 
down to Oxford, and there fpoke Words and recited Rhymes which were faid 
to reflect on the King, What a barbarous Way of Writing is this? Only 
faid to reflect on the King. The Author is fo far from allowing any Thing 
treafonable in his Cafe, that he carries it no farther than a few Words and 
Rhymes which were but faid or fuppofed, not that they really did reflect 
on the King; and, if they did, we know that is but Mifdemeanor and 
not Treafon. Why did he not thew what the Words were, the Tendency 
and Ufe of the Rhymes, and other Faéts proved? It would then have ap- 
peared he was Poet and Singing-mafter, as well as Songfter. He was good 
at Draught and Defign, and could make Hieroglyphics of Popery and ar- 
bitrary Power; and reprefent emblematically the Downfall of Majefty ; as 
in his Raree-Show and Mackninny, as I touched before. But thofe were 
Bawbles for the underling Mob to be engaged with. His Magazine for 
Aétion was of another Sort, Iron Ware and Arms, befides notable perfuafive 
Difcourfes he had to incite Folks to ufe them againft the King, whom, by 
his flighter Implements, he vilified and derided moft execrably. Thus, like 
the Hero, tam Marti quam Mercurio, he plied his Work. If the Trial had 
not been in Print, it had been needful to have given a fuller Account of this 
Cafe: But I decline the tedium of a nice Examination, at thisTime of the Day, 

fuperfluous 5. 
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“PXgerfluous; it-ie enqugh to thew the Perfidy of the Account given in this” 
Hiftory. 
XI. It goes on to fum up all in a little; fhewing that this Mechanic was to More ff the 
be made an Example, not for any Treafon, or fo, but, for meddling with Poli- fk rie 
tics, the reft follows of Courfe; but obferve an adinirable Concifenefs, and JO nord Wil 
anIndi& ment was preferred againft him, 1 am really afraid of being fufpected a enn; 
t Aoufing an hiftorical Writer, It being almoft incredible any Pretender that Verdict, 
ay, even of the Grub/freet Order, fhould take upon him to relate Faéts and which was for 
edings, and write fuch Stuff as this. But with Leave of his and fo, Sidnapring. 
the Indictment came replete with Faéts of High Treafon as touched be- 
fore, and all proved by lawful Witneffes againft him, before the Loxdon. 
Grand Jury; but they ( juft as our Author here) made a meer Ballad of it, 
sand rejected the Bill, Then, asthe Party concluded, College was fafe. Now 
comes in the Author with a frefh Subject of Libel. For which (Ignora- 
mus) Wilmore the Foreman was, out of all Courfe of Law, apprebended 
and examined before the Council, and fent to the Tower, and was after- 
wards forced to fly beyond the Stas, Now, upon my {mall Experience of 
Affairs, which tells me this for which cannot be true, I will out with my 
Purfe, and wager all that’s in it that the Scandal is falfe, But 1 fear every 
Reader will not venture fo deep, being (perhaps) inclined to think a grave 
‘Weiter fhould not affirm a Fact, in Manner and Circumftance, 40: very:un- 
true, That Wilmore, by his perjurous Ignoramus, .was not. much recom. 
mended to his Majefty’s Favour, fo as, by his extraordinary Interpofition, to 
be taken out of the Hands of the Law, when it had feifed on -him for 
Crimes, I readily grant; as alfo that if a Man will effrontuoufly break the 
facred Truit of Juftice, ina Matter of Treafon againft the. State, more like 
a Partifan than a {worn Enquirer, that the State will lay Hold on-him, if 
he be found, in any Refpect, obnoxious to the Law: And farther, that a 
Man muft needs be a Saint, indeed, that prattifes ‘barefaced againft lawful 
Authority, All thefe Things I grant; whereof the Confequence is that Mr. 
Wilmore, and every one elfe of his bold Ufurpation, muft look to their 
Hits; for, if they may, they will be caught napping. But, as to the faid 
Sor which, that is for his Return of Ignoramus, 1 deny that it either was 
made or mentioned to be any Part of his Crime; but he was taken up b 
lawful Warrant, and not, as the Author abufively affirms, for-his Verdict, 
which could not be fo. It feems, fome of the Neighbours, that had -him in 
Deteftation, informed that he was a Kidnapper, and that he had fent one 
or two young Men to the Plantations; and it was verily believed he had 
fold them there. Upon this, he was taken up and examined, and, after- 
wards, not only tried at the King’s Bench Bar and convi@-(as1 ‘ind in the 
Chronological Hiftory of England 24 May 1682) but was alfo obnoxious, if 
not charged by a Writ de Homine replegiando, and committed (as the Na-. 
ture of which Writ requires) until he produced the Perfons in order to be re- 
‘plevied, This was the ancient Remedy forthe Liberty of the Subje&, and 
: is 
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“is indeed miore effe@tual and expedite than an Habeas Corpus. The Di® (a 
rence is that the former is the Procefs of the Government, that took Care of 
the People’s Liberties (wherefore Men afftéted to ftyle themfelves the King’s 
Subjects) againft the great Men that tyrannifed; and the latter is chiefly in- 

tended againft the Government it felf, and the Abufes of its Power, But, 
as for Wilmore the Kidnapper, he found Means to clear himfelf by the Adi- 
vity of his Heels. Whoever would know the Steps of this is 4 

- find fomewhat of it in the Pamphlets of the Time, and particularly } 
L’Eftrange’s Obfervators; out of which the whole Story may be picked./ 

The Author XIV. In fuch a Cafe as this, fo defamatory of a fettled Government, an 

Ae pew alee Author fhould have made good his Charge by fome authoritative Evidence, 

inte reflea as the Order of Council, Warrant of Commitment, or Return of an Habeas 
ing eee Corpus, as might have been had for the looking for. O! but then, his fay- - 

Pe ing it was for his Verdiét had appeared to be a F. alfity, and had fpoiled a 

ceeding. very fluent Libel, Marry, he thanks you for that; no, though the Matter 

lay fair enough for Reflection, as to have {aid that, for Revenge of his 

Agnoramus, a Pretence of kidnapping was'taken &c, for he would not abate 

an Hair of the Venom of his Libel, and therefore fays it pofitive, without 

any Pretence at all. But, todo the Fa@ion Juftice, I muft allow that, ac- 

cording to’ their Scheme, they were much in the Right; for, having a Go- 

vernment to undermine, then Lyes and Libels ferved as Spades and Mat- 

hooks to work with. But now, to goon with the Story, for I think I 

muft tranfcribe the whole Paragraph. To make fure that the Bill might not 

mifcarry a fecond Time, where (at Oxford) they hoped to find a more pliable 

Grand Fury, the Witneffes were Jent down Poft to the Affes. Whether by 

Poft with the Horn founding before, or, as 1 guefs the Truth was, by 

Coaches in which there might be fix Horfes, which,. trotting apace, and 

galloping fometimes, faved their Tide and reached the Affe Town before the 

Bufinefs was done. Now this Word Poft has a je ne sedi quoi Sound of a 

deep Defign, But oportet mendacem effe memorem; for now ‘tis hoped, a Line 

or two before it is made fure, that is they made fure Hopes, But, to wave 

Bulls, why might not they in Oxfordjbire make fure, when it was evident 

no unpacked and unprepared Grand Jury could reje&t fuch an Indiétment? 

Then, as for his pliable, the Chief Gentry in the County of Oxford are his 

humble Servants for the Compliment; for Men of Honour are very pliable 

to Perjury. e 

_ Ignorant and XV. Now, to go on with this Hedge Libel ; and, by a fecret Management 

detractory Ac- fut up with the Grand Fury till they Sound the Bill. A Bailiff at the Grand 

Gand ae Jury Chamber Door, to let in thofe that have Bufinefs and none elfe, is a 

Method: Manager of Secrets. Do but obferve the hot and cold Dealing. In Rous’s 

Café it was a Privilege to be fecret, and now it is Management. The ma- 

licious and falfe Infinuation is that the Grand Jury Chamber, being free for 

all Comers, ‘as an open Court of Trials is, yet, in this Cafe, it was thut up 

for Management, OQ woful Law-Divine, that doth not know that sos is 

always 


“592 


fuar, ViIL EXAMEN . | 593, 


‘Wbvays clofe, and sipt open to any that are not called, or havé no Bafinels ; 
and that, no Defences being heard, only the Profecutors and their Witneffes 
attend to thew that there is Reafon for the Profecution. And how could 
,thefe Men, as they are fworn, keep the King’s Secrets and their own, if 
they were not clofe. If all People might come in at fuch Examination§,i 
Prifoners would have Spies upon the Teftimony, which would be of ill 
Cofffequence. But the true Grievance of the Faction was, partly, the Want 

that, and, partly, that the Solicitors and Agents of diverfe Species, {ent 

wn to labour about freeing the Prifoner, were deprived of the Opportu- 

nity of ftanding behind, whifpering and commenting, during the Examina- 
tion; as for Inftance ——~ ¢his 1s Popifh Work that’s an Irifh Papift- 
———- Knaves come to defray Proteftants. no Protefant Plot, and the 
like; and, perhaps, take the Boldnefs to afk Queftions pragmatically, or 
otherwife, though by their Looks, affront the Teftimony. Whereby, if, in 
ordinary Cafes, the Croud ufed to be let in, as they were not, yet, in this 
Cafe, it was reafonable to hinder it. And now comes the Tag to this fine 
Lace. This was afterwards complained of as an unfufferable Praétice, that 
is not letting the Croud into the Grand Jury Chamber; but by whom, 
or to whom complained of ? By Shute to Pilkington, or by Pilkington to 
Shute? It*could not be by any one Man of common Senfe and Knowledge 
of Things to another, If he means any formal Complain tto Authority, «as 
for an Hardfhip or Wrong done, the Sentence is a great Untruth. 

XVI. He comes now to the Circumftances about the Trial, which, I hope, rite denaé- 
was no private Management; but be was burried down. This is like the ing Styleabout 
Pofting down of the Witneffes. Libel trades much in Words that found Sera ae 
without any Senfe in them: For what was this Hurry? If it was the long the Law oo 
Trot of the Horfes, and fwift Paflage to Oxford, it is a foolifh Expreffion, fourbing the 
If it was fo that the Prifoner was deprived of any juft Means of Defence, as “"” ciatbl 

, the Libel feems to intend fhould be underftood by it, it is falfe; and the Prints 
before the Trial, as alfo the Trial itfelf, that fhews all the material Circum- 
ftances, confutes it. But tragical Words fometimes heat the willing Ima- 

ination, fo as to form in itfelfa Lye when the Author durft not fay it. 
Bat we fhall grow more and more direct; for, about the Papers, taken and 
(except the libellous Harangues) reftored, the Author fays, This Way of 
Proceedure was thought to be very harfh and illegal. Neither the one nor 
the other ; for, as the known Law was then, Prifoners were urged to make 
their Defence upon their Innocence of the Fact, to be tried by the Country, 
without foreign Afliftance to invent Exceptions of Form, and Dilatories; 
for which Reafon no Counfel ufed to be allowed them: But, if they could, 
by any Means, thew to the Court any Matter of Law, in Point of Form or 
otherwife, the Court was trufted to give them the full Benefit of it ; as'they 
were alfo if it appeared to them without the Prifoner’s fhewing; which 
made it a common Saying that the Court is the Prifoner’s Counl. Nor is 

«this to be accounted an harfh Law (for Law it was) however thought fit 

4F fince ~ | 
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fince to be altered; - for Offences, of this Kind, are fo clancular, and witha 
fo dangerous ta Government, thag it is neceflary they have fome Power over 
Criminals in the Way of Juftice’ more than is regular in common Wran- 
gles of meum and tuum, that ave of little Confequence. For, if Juttice is 
“sot had in fuch Cafes, Force will take Place ; and nothing is extraordinary 
when a Court of Juftices {worm have the Power af the whole Form of a 
Trial, by which Right is to be done between the Government and Trangrs; 
And to imagine that lawful Judges are corrupt, is barbarous; becaufe of 
the Neceflity of judging, and confequently of Powers to judge, efpecialty 
when a Trial is in public, for all the Attendance to obferve and judge even 
the Judges, who are in a Sort (in captious Times at leaft) upon the Terms 
of good Behaviour, becaufe Men may {ee their Partialities when the Cafe is 
fo, as it was not here, But, fince Artifice is not allowed to: Prifoners by - 
the Means of formal Counfel, why, I befeech you, by written Speeches and 
rhetorical Harangues, which were, in Truth, impertinent to a juft Defence, 
and contrived for another End, and that was Libel upon the Government? 
It had been a rare Device to publith Libels with Safety, had it been per- 
mitted the Prifoner to read them to the People out of his Papers, 

XVII. But the Author ftill thinks him under Jevere Circumftances. It is 
well the Trial is in Print, elfe thefe poetical Expreffions would fadly paint 
this Man’s Cafe in the Minds of thofe that know no better. But, from 
the old Rule, ft diber judex, 1 may take Affurance, and affirm that no 
Man, that ever was tried for High Treafon, had, or could claim, more 
Latitade or Scope of Defence than was allowed to this Man; which is fuf 
ficient in Anfwer to all that ever was or can be alledged againft this Trial, 
And the Author is but a Summift of the Libel upon this Head; for, near the 
Time, Faction was not defperate, but bold; and they not only railed at 
the Judges publicly, but put out libellous Pamphlets, out of which the Au- 
thor has his Excerpts, which, at the Time, were anfwered fufficiently to 
the common Satisfaction of all equal Perfons; but, out of the Anfwers, no 
Word to be found here. Now fee how an Hiftorian can fide with a Tiai- 
tor in his Time! For the Author hath the Braf to add, But indeéd it 
seemed a Matter refolved JSrom above; be muft dye, and fo One, that 
knows this Author to be a Divine, would conclude him a Fatalift, and that 
he {peaks of Heaven above, and not of an earthly King. The Words in- 
deed it feemed are fingular Englifh: But, pafs Forms, if any Thing from 
Hell can ftink worfe than this fulphureous Sentence, I have no Nofe.. The 
very fhewing it is enough to difturb the Entrails of any candid Perfon not 
abandoned to Infamy. One, that flanders within the Lines of Poffibility, 
is a fincere Perfon, and an Artift to this that defames with Impofiibilities ; 
that‘is, that a Man fent down to the Law, and fairly, in the Face of the 
Nation, tried and attaint, was doomed before hand 3 Tight or wrong, — He 
muft dye, .So here is premeditated Murder charged upon King, Counfel, 
Officers, Judges, and Jury all at once. I am forry that the Author’s a ; 
~* erable 
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fable Malice to the Times of this Reign, thewed in his Falfifying this 
Trial, has drawn me to lofe fo much Paper and Ink about it. One, that 
is weary, and has a Mind to have done, at grieve at fuch Provocations ; 
and, as the common Saying is, Fle/h and Blood can fearce bear with him, 
who hath given no hiftorical Account at all of the Matter, but only hatlf 
put together, as under a Common Place, a Parcel of Sentences, every one 
Mmated Libel. Therefore, that I may not concern the Reader in any 
rther Offence about this Matter, I leave it and the Author,- with all his 
yoramus Trumpery about him, till a clearer Air invites me to call him 
forth again. 

XVIII. L intend now to prefent a Denovement of Affairs, a new Turn siatuaion 
which happened upon certain Re¢tifications, brought about in the City of to thécity 
* London in the Year 1682; and began in gaining the Election of Sir ¥obn Moor ccna 
for Lord-Mayor, and was followed by the Appointment of Sir Dudley importance, 
North and Sir Peter Rich for Sheriffs, whereupon Ignoramus vanithed: at 
But all this was not done without immenfe Concuffions and Noife, that of them. 
affected not only the City of London, and the Countries thereabouts, but, 
in great Meafure, all England befides. The Author hath given nothing 
confiderable of this whole Matter, whereby any Thing of it may be un- 
derftood ; but only fome Snatches of Facts, either miftaken or falfe, which 
ferve in the Quality of mifhapen Vehicles of his bafe Detra@tion, I have 
indeed wondered often that, among the many Books, of one Sort or other, 
that have come out, whereof fome, as this Author, pretend to be hiftorical, 
and even of thofe very Times, yet none have offeted at a ‘clear Relation 
of thefe City Doings; although the Importance of them, to the Public, . 
was great; and they were full of ftrange Turns and Surprifes, fuch as, I 
think, none, but the Exgli/h Stage, could prefent. For the Tranfactions, 
however limited within the Liberties of the City, which was but a private 
Capacity, yet, confequently, they improved to a grand Crifis of State, and 
hinged about the whole Machine of King Charles II.’s Government, from 
a ure of great Uncertainty, Trouble, and Hazzard of the public Peace, 
to a compleat Settlement of him and his Authority in a fhining Serenity 
and Peace. And this Tranquillity, to the utter Confufion of the adverfe 
Party, continued, with little Shew of Change, till that immenfe and dolo- 
rous Lofs by his Demife, when the Sluice Gates of Change opened: But 
thofe Affairs are beyond the Limits of my Undertaking to account Por, 
But, as I faid before, little remains above Ground to notify thefe Brigues, 
that had fuch monftrous Effect, to Pofterity ; and, like the Items of Oares’s 
Plot, are, as the Ads of the Heroes of Antiquity, turned into Fable, as it _ 
were, or nothing, And therefore I take Hints from the Author to revive 
here what can be recollected of them by one who, in thofe Days, attended 
clofe at all public Agitations of the Time, and of thefe Movements more 

elpecially. * 
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TheCharadter XIX, Very much depended on the Charaéter of. that fingle Citifex, 
Te Sir Yobn Moor. He wasa Perfén very grave, and of a retired and vir- 
happily adap- tuous Courfe of Life; conforntable, and conftant at Church, cf Loyal 
ede sani Principles, and very juft and hdneft in all his Dealings; all which his very 
Time. = Enemies could not deny: And although all the factious Party would have 
made him their. Property, yet few intended him, perfonally, any Harm. 

He was by Nature, not only careful, but alfo, very fearful of Confeqien- 
ces; but, being once fatisfied of the Juftice in what concerned him to dc, 
he wanted no Refolution or Courage to perform it. In the mean Tim:, 
his being fufpicious, dubious, cautelous, and not foon determined, but 
~hefitatory at unufual Occurrences in his Office, made him pais for a Perfon 
timidous, and of a fickle irrefolute Temper; otherwife he had not been 

Mayor at that Time, as will be fhewed. He was forward in nothing, and, + 
being fenfible of his foft, unfteddy Elocution, inclined to Silence: But his 
Behaviour was always modeft and refpectful to all, and, by his Words or 

Carriage, offending none, but to his Betters extreme fubmifs, His ordinary 
Difcourfe, as well as his Countenance, wis faint, and tended to Dejeétion, 
fo as one would think he always defponded ; and that made Folks apt to 
guefs he had no Firmnefs or Refolution at the Bottom, or at leaft not fuch 

as might fuftain him upright under Difficulties. All which made it won- _ 
derful that, in fo troublefome a Mayoralty, as he had, and, afterwards, 
under a more troublefome Inquifition that fell upon him (of which in due 
Time) he fhould carry himfelf with fuch Firmnefg and Perfeverance, in 
all the fubftantial Points of his Difficulties, as he did. Whereby it was 
plain that he carried in his Mind a Determination, that neither Public nor 
Private fhould fuffer through him, whatever Men might think to extort 
from him, or whatever fhould happen to himfelf. Which Character was 
cut out for this Time and public Occafion ; for nothing but fech Firmnels 
of Mind and manifeft Goodnefs, with a feeming paffive Difpofition, could 
have protected him from thofe Rages of Violence as very often threateped 
him» Which, probably, had broke loofe upon any one, in his Poft,Ahat 

had carried Matters with a {tern and minatory Behaviour, : 

Tow by a XX. The Loyal Citifens, knowing this Perfon to be a juft Man, and 
eae one who would not combine with Faction, and having a View of fome 
ton he wig Ule to be made of fuch a one for fetting the Affairs of the City right, ap- 
chofe Lord ptted themfelves fo effeGtually that they carried the Ele@ion of Lord-Mayor 
Doe for him. This was fome Surprife to the factious Party, though they did 
quence: not think his Ele&tion of any mighty Confequence to them; and, his 
Courfe being next, many thought it not reafonable, nor creditable in the 
City, te put him by; and they looked upon him as' one who, by Terrors 
(in which the Faction traded much in thofe Days) if he had been, as they 
thought he was not, very averfe to them, might be wrought into any 
Meafpres~ And his Office did not affeét the Return of Juries, which was 

at Palladium ; therefore they did not unite as one to exclude him, as theye 


did 
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di&to carry the Choica for Sheriffs; elfe (as was {een in that Cafe) he 
could never have been chofen. And, if they had had a magical Intuition 
that Sir ob Moor had been capable of a€ing againft them as he did, 
they had fought at the Choice as high againf him, as ever they did againft. 
any other. I cannot but refle& on the Vanity of Craft in Affairs of the . 
Public, liable to ftrange unforefeen Turns, and derived upon fhe leaft Ac- 
‘widens that give a flart to them. For here the fingulae©haracter of this 
‘ggod Man, which had not its Like perhaps in all the three Kingdoms, 
coming on by a Sort of Contingent, under which the Faétion was not 
alarmed, and the Loyallifts had but faint Hopes, produced an exquifite 
Oppofition to the Party, and, in the End, deprived them of their Fortrefs_ 
of the Sherriff's Office, and laid them open, in London and Middlefex, to 
Ahe great and fall Shot of the Law, for their daring unguarded Mifdeeds ; 
than which nothing could have happened more fatal to the whole Ordon- 
nance and Strength of the Faétion: The Steps and Manner of which 
Event to expofe, is the Bufinefs of what follows. 

XXI, It hath been before obferved that the beft, and, generally, moft The ill State 
fubftantial of the Citifens, whom the Author honours with the Title of of the City 
the Court Party, were much concerned at the Diforder the City was in; pares r 
whereof almoft the whole Authority and Juftice was fallen into the Hands tha grew 

“of a Party, and the very exterior Countenance of the City was altered oan aeaintt 
for the worfe. All the Feafting and common good Fellowthip of the : 
Neighbourhood laid afide; and, in Coffee-Houfes and Corners of the Streets, 
continual Debates about Party making and Party working, and not feldom 
right down fcolding and quarrelling. This eagar Contention thewed there 
was a good Body of Citifens, that had good Hearts and Spirits, and who 
would readily join in any reafonable Methods, as might be found, to re- 
ftore the ancient Order and Courfe of Living in the City. And this Party, 
among the better Sort, was obferved to encreate in Numbers, Diligence and 
Application, by their reafoning with the Livery Men, moderating them, if 
poifible, to comply fomewhat with the Government, and not always to 
maké f{candalous Elections of Sherriffs, as they had lately done; minding 
them of the Peace and vaft Trade they had had, and {till enjoyed under 
the Government, and that fuch intolerable Oppofitions muft, at length, 
come to a Rupture and lofe all, So the peaceable Citifens to thofe who 
perpetually raved about with the Words Popery, French, and arbitrazy 
Power flaming out at their Mouths, On the other Side, the Court and 
their Friends were not idle; but very many of them came and kept Com- 
pany with the friendly Citifens, encouraging and countenancing them. The 
good Effects of this Intercourfe and Converfation appeared firft i fettling 
the Point of Sir ‘fob Moor, and, after that, in bringing forward, by his 
Means, what the Citifens had long thought of to fet up, the Cuftom of 


appointing one Sherriff by a Ceremony called my Lord Mayor'sDrinking ; 
~leaving the other Sherriff, as the Cuftom was, to the Common Hall: or 
a 
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” if one good Sherriff were gaindd, they did not féar.what Hurt the other 


The Deferip- 
tion ate Prac- 
tice of the, 
Lord-Mayor’s 
appointing a 
Sherriff by 
Drinking. 


alone could do; for both Sherriffs made but one Officer, 

XXII. This Cuftom, of Lord-Mayor’s defigning one of the Sher- 
riffs by. drinking, is very fingblar, and feems to be a jocular, rather than, 
as it was,’4 folemn Proceeding. And, according to the ancient Confti- 
tution of thé-ffity, it was. a moft reconciling Expedient; without which, 
or fomewhat elfe of like Efficacy, the Government of it ancienly a 
not have been carried on, And, unlefs I give fome clear Declaration of t 
Nature and Ufe of this Cuftom, the Juftice of the Controverfy, that €ll 
out about it, cannot be well underftood. The Manner is thus: At the 


- Bsidgehoufe Feaft, which is fome Time before the 24 Yune, the Day of 


the Election at Guzldball, the Lord-Mayor takes his Time, and, out-of -a 
large gilt Cup, drinks to fome Perfon he names by the Title of Sherriff 
of London and Middlefex for the Year enfuing. If the Perfon be prefent, 
the Cup is immediately born to him, and he pledges my Lord-Mayor: If 
he be nat prefent, then the Cup is conveyed in the great Coach, with the 
Sword Bearer and Officers, openly, and iri State, to the Houfe of the Perfon 
drunk to, and the Officer, declaring the Matter, prefents the Cup to him ; 
and then he is called my Lord-Mayor's Sherriff, and, not long after, he is 
fummoned to the Court of the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, and there, if. 
he holds, he enters into Bond to take upon him the Office at the Time ; 
and if he fines off, then, in a like Method, the Cup is fent to another, 
till the Perfon is pitched upon that will hold: And this Way of drink- 
ing and fining off is of great Ufe to the City, for it brings Money into 
the Chamber; and it is called going a Birding for Sherriffs. At Midfum- 
mer-Day, when the Common-Hall meets for the Election of Sherriff, 
and the Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen are come upon the Suggefum, 
called the Huffings, the Common Serjeant, by the Common Crier, puts to 
the Hall the Queftion for confirming the Lord-Mayor’s Sherriff, which ufed 
to pafs affirmatively of Courfe, After that, the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen 
rife and go up into the Room they call the Court of Aldermen, letving 
the Floor or Body of the Livery Men below to choofe another Sherriff by 
themfelves, without their interpofing or being concerned in the Choice: 
And, if any Difference happens, fo that a Poll is taken, the old Sherriffs 
prefide and fee it orderly done. And after the Perfon chofen is fixed, then 
thé Lord-Mayor and Aldermen come down again to their Places, and there, 
in fall Affembly of the Common Hall, the Eledtion, as to both Perfons, is 
confirmed and declared. For as the Lord-Mayor’s Sherriff was confirmed 
by the Hall, fo the other Perfon, chofen by the Hall, is confirmed by the 
Lord-Mayor and Aldermen ; and either Side doth not interfere with the other, 
This had been the Cuftom of immemorial Ufage in the City, and at length 
fettled by A&t of Common Council, and fo went on to about Forty Oxe, when, 
for likedéads as now, it began to be praétifed upon in Favour of the poe 
‘ 7 : which* 
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which the Fa@tion began om up in Oppofition to the Lord-Mayor's ; and {@, 
for two Years before the Mayoralty of Sir Vobn Moor, the Ele€tion of both 
Sherriffs were, by factious Lord-Mayors, i tas into the Common Hall. 
Otherwife nothing of Common Law, confirmed by Statute Law, could 

‘1 be of more regular and conftant Right, exercifed by the Lordviayors of 
London, than this was; as the various Prints in the Cone nes 
@bour‘that Time, do largely argue and demonftrate, 

XXII, But this Cuftom feeming fo bizzarr, and the Fa@ion raifing The Rationale 
fuch a Clamor againft Sir ¥obx Moor for fetting up his Right by it, as if and Original, 
he ufurped upon the Rights of the City, to whom it belonged, faid they, ba a 
in a corporate Affembly to choofe their Sherriffs, I thall give the plain and-s+eny of 
true Rationale of it. It is firft to be confidered that the Lord-Mayor, Al- peace 
fermen, and the Livery Men, affembled in the Common Hall, are, for oe. minnie 
the Purpofe of choofing Officers, the Reprefentative Body of the City ; 
whereof the Lord-Mayor is the Head, being an integral Part of that Po- 
litic Body, and hath a negative Voice upon all their Proceedings, fo as, 
without him, no Corporate Aét whatever can, at any Time, be made or 
done fo as to bind the City. In old Times the Mayor was the Cuffos of the 
City, and, fince the Incorporation, continues the like Charge, and, as Head 

of the Corporation, is anfwerable for the good Government of the City. 

-~ The Sherriffs of London and Middleféx are the King’s Officers, as in other 
Counties, to colle& the Revenue, and to account in the Exchequer; and it 
was only the Choice or Nomination of them, and no more, that is vefted 
in, or belongs to, the City; but the Office itfelf is as at the Common 
Law, and no Part of the City or its Incorporation, as other Officers, viz. 
Town. Clerk, Sword-Bearer, &c. are. And, as in other Counties, - the 
Sherriffs are Cuffodes Pacis, and have, for that End, the Poffe, fo here 
they are to attend the Government of the City, and affift in keeping the 
Peace; and it is. after the fame Manner as when Juftices of Oyer and Ter- 
miner come into a County or City, the Sherriffs are bound to give Atten- 
danct: and to execute their Mandates, Befides, the Nomination being in 
the City, if the Revenue be not anfwered in the Exchequer, the City mutt 
pay it over again. Thefe Confiderations made the Lord-Mayors be very 
folicitous to have able Sherriffs chofen 3 and that created Differences between 
him and the Aldermen on the one Side, and the Floor or Livery Men on 
the other. And, if Perfons were named to be Sherriffs that the Lord-Mayots—~. 
did not think fit to truft, they would difagree, and then there was no 
Choice at all; which endangered the Seifure of their Franchifes, and 
brought other Inconveniences to the City. And, thereupon, the Matter 
fell naturally into a Compromife between the Lord-Mayer and the Floor, E 
as, for Example, thus: If the Lord-Mayor, {aid the Citifens, will allew 
us of the Floor to choofe one, and let him and, then we will confirm 
(it could not be called choofe) any other Perfon the Lord-Mayor yhgll no- 
minate: And {o there could be no Clathing ; but, of the two Sherriffs, th > 

: Lord- ~~... 


600 EXAM EN. Part HE 


Lord-Mayor was to nominate :one, and the Floor to choofe another, and 
the whole Body to confirm bgth. And, to the’End that the Perfon, ap- 
peinted by the Lord-Mayor,’ might be publicly declared and known, the 
Way was found out and browght into Ufe, of his Lordthip’s Drinking in 
* public 3 ner, as hath been fhewed. And there is the Account how, and 
for what !}tept, the Cuftom was introduced ; which anfwers the Clamor 
of Ufarpation upon the City. For the Lord-Mayor was not more hound 
to agree with the Floor than they with him ; and the Compofition of each 
having a Nomination of ‘one Officer, without the Contradi@tion of gach 
other, reconciled all. . 
The Lod~—-. XXIV. But now, as to the Fa at this Time, it was from the Citifens 
Mayorcom- that the Court was firft admonifhed of this Expedient for regulating the 
me eee Sherriff’s Office by a Revival of this ancient Cuftom of my Lord-Mayors., 
any Citifen Drinking. But, after it had been communicated to the King, and well . 
ee confidered by thofe about him, it was well approved of; and a Refolution 
nate tohim, Was taken to put it in Execution, and, if poffible, to carry. it through, And 
the King was fo fenfible of his Safety and Intereft in the Confequence, that 
he refolved by himfelf to prove my Lord-Mayor, and, if he complied, to 
take Care the Laws fhould defend him in it, as all agreed they would do: 
And, for other Diforders, if any happened, that he would not be unpro- 
vided to affift the Government, and to keep Peace in the City. The Lord= 
Mayor had been before preffed, by diverfe of the Citifens, to do it of him- 
felf; but he was fcrupulous and doubtful, and would determine nothing. 
At length he was fent for by the King, and, in his Majefty’s Prefence, di- 
verfe of the Council, and the Attorney General, explained his Power to 
him, that he might nominate one Sherriff, as the Cuftom of the City was, 
though fome of his immediate Predeceffors thought fit ta wave it. And 
the King himfelf encouraged him, with Expreffions, not only of Protec- 
tion but, Command ; and, at laft, after much Hefitation, he determined 
roundly to conform, and, all at once, promifed the King to fend his Cup 
to any Citifen his Majefty fhould nominate tohim, He was flow? but 
fure ; and what with his Judgment that the City was in fuch a State that 
a Regulation was become neceflary, and what with the King’s Promife to 
ftand by him, together with the concurrent Advice of his Court of Alder- 
men, who were his regular Council, he contra@ted a Firmneis of Mind to 
-parfue his Point, and he made-it good; but with many an hard Rub and 
Difficulty emerging, that Fadtion ftirred up againft him ; as may be readily 
imagined by thofe who know the Humor of abufed Popularity. 
The Citifens XXV. This Difficulty over, another {prang, as hard to accommodate ; 
decline hold- and that was to find fome wealthy and reputable Citifen who, being drunk 
ing ou that to, would not fine off, but hold under that Method of Appointment. The 
the Faéioa taking one of a low Senfe, and to fupport him, would look trickith, and, 
en he at that Tome, the Court would ufe no Means but what were legal, juftifiable 
that did, apa“feputable. Diverfe Citifens were {poke to upon this ae with 
oe : urance 
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’ Affarance that nothing extraordinary would be required, but the Year would 
pafs in the ufual Forms ‘and Feafting ; and ail Bufinefs of the Law would 
fall of Courfe into the Hands of the Undex Officers, as formerly had 
the Ufage. Many were not only willing, but defirous to have fto 
might have been, as they alledged, with Safety. But they we; 
my Lord Mayor had no Right to make a Sherriff, but the 
qnly “and whoever fhould ftand upon his Title, would Be involved in Law 
Suits, and, moreover, be complained of in Parliament, and what would 
come of that they could not tell; and, not caring to ftand in Hazzard of fo 
muth Trouble, they defired to be excufed. The Occafion of this Scrupulo- 
fity was the Behaviour of the Faétion, who, in Purfuit of their Defigns,. 
never breath any Thing moderate. For as foon as they found my Lord 

JMlayor would exert his Power by Drinking, and all their Applications, to 
divert him, failed, although urged with all the Forms, and in all the 
Shapes, of Menace as well as Flattery, whereby they were prodigioufly 
furprifed ; then they wound up their whole Party and Intereft in and about 
the City, and charged them with she moft horrible and bug-bear Denuncia- 
tions they could invent and put in Words, to deter all Citifens from hold- 
ing on that Foot. And, accordingly, they went bellowing about into all 
Companies, and Places of promifcuous Refort; Per/ons, Effates, all muft 

“go to Perdition ; Hanging was the mildeft Word came out of their Mouths; 
Law, Parliament, Knocking of Brains out, Hell and Damnation (if they 
might prefume fo far) were to be the certain Fate of any one who fhould 
dare to ftand againft the City, as they called it; but, diétum faétum, Ruin, 
in a Word, was to follow: And, to do them Right, they honeftly meant 
as they faid. 

XXVI. While thefe Intimidations run high, the Court at a Lofs for a good Mr. pudiey 
Man, the Citifens bufy as Bees, fome perfuading others, but none inclined’ ae Bie 
to ftand, every one wanting Courage to bear the Brunt; Sir George Seffries howe his Ace 
the Recorder, or, through him, fome of the Citifens, infinuated that the ceptance and 
Lord\Keeper’s Brother, a Turky Merchant, lately arrived from Conftantinople, Qualifications, 
and {@ttled in London, rich, and a fingle Perfon, was every Way qualified 
to be Sherriff at this Time, in cafe he could be prevailed with to ftand, as 
they hoped might be done by the Lord Keeper’s Means, if he would endea- 
vour to perfuade him. This extremely took with the King, and foon fet 
him at Eafe; for he found no formalifing Scruples on the Lord Keepers _ 

Part; and, as for the Citifen, he was made to underftand that there was no 

‘Hazzard atall. For when the Government of a City callsa Man upon an 
Ofjice, who by his Oath of Freedom is bound to obey, and he takes it upon 
him and performs it boneftly, what has he to be afraid of? And if Men 
thould regard the bratith Noife and Threats of violent People againft Law 
and common Senfe, the Bufinefs of the World muft be at a Stand. And he 

- was made alfo to underftand what an Advantage fuch an Oppoxtunity was 
go oblige a King who had Power to gratify by Employments aoe 
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fons, fuch as he was, to much greater Profit in Confequence than all his 
extraordinary Charges. And it was not a {mall Matter to gain fo much 
Fionour and Repute with the es of the City, as well as Court and Country, 
as théwanding ftoutly in this Gap would procure him. Thefe Reafons got 
the bettevof the qualmith Objections, as he muft needs make, Nor were 
thefe Brothety miftaken in their Calculates; for the Event made good alt 
their Prognoftics5 sfor no fingle Perfon in England had more Efteen\with 
the King, as long as his Majefty lived, than Mr, Dudley North had. And, 
to fay the Truth, the King’s whole Defign and Project ‘was perfectly clofed 
by this diftinguifhing Piece of Service of Mr. North. For he defired chiefly 
an Authority and Reputation in the Perfon who was to make good. this, 
“neceflary Pafs; which, by the whole Faétion, was moft induftrioufly and 
malicioufly reprefented, as an arbitrary Proje@, and of defperate Daifger | tO, 
whomfoever thould ftand in it. And who could pretend that, when a Per- 
fon of that Sealy and Value, and fo well advifed, ftood? Every one muit 
conclude that he was fully fatisfied of the Law by whiclr he. wag fafe, And, 
as for himfelf, he was of a peculiar Temper for fach a Bufinefs;” for being 
ufed to Adventures, and having run much greater Hazzards, and dealt with. 
People as violent as any here could be, if he was once fatisfied of Right and 
Reafon in any Bufinefs, he ufed to flight every Thing elfe, and fay that good 
Luck attended being in the Right. 
The Chara- = XXVII. This Mr. North, (afterwards Sir Dudley) was bred a Turky. 
éter and Cit» Merchant, and had traded at Smyrna, but paffed. moit of his Time in Con- 
eneiy Jtantinople, where he fell into Acquaintance and vaft Dealings with Beys, 
North, Bathaws, and other great Officers of the Port; and had run, very great Haz~ 
zards with them, but had the good Fortune to reap the Profit he expected, 
by it, He was very quick of Thought, and no le& fagacious in plumbing 
the Truth of Things, and Probability of Events; which made diverfe, that 
did not reach his Lengths, wonder at his bold Strokes. He made Juftice 
the Rule of his Actions, and on that Bottom built his Affurances ; and there- 
in he feemed intrepid, and to defy all Oppofition. He never ufed Thcks. 
or Subterfuges, and hated them in others, and had a peculiar Antipathy to 
a falfe Knave; for he feldom fell into a Paffion but when fuch croffed: 
him, and then he had no Patience, but let fly without Temper or Confide- 
ration; which too plain Dealing created him Enemies, and fome great Haz- 
zards. He was a frank and jolly Merchant, familiar, eafy and jocofe, 
abliging to all, without any Stifnefs or Pride; friendly to all that needed, 
and never made Advantage of the Weaknefs or Want of Experience of 
young Men, but, on the contrary, affifted them, He had a goodly Perfon, 
and Mind capable of fitting at the Helm of any Managery ; intelligent and 
facetious; and what they call a Bon Compagnon, fo much that a Stranger 
would miftake him, as if he were good for nothing elfe. Ina Word, he 


was loved gnd careffed by all that knew, and did not envy, him. He had 
not rs fong in England when this Trial came upon him; but, in that, 
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Time, purfued Trade; for which End, he fettled himfelf in the City; arid 
coming to be concerned in the African Company, was chofe of their Co 
mittee, and there foon gave a Demonftratiog how fit he was to be a Pj 
Trade of any Magnitude. The Ations and Fortunes of his Lifpf were fo 
confiderable, that, joined with the Character of his Genius, wax make an 
Hiftogy (if one well inftructed had the Penning of it) as ufeful and enter- 
taining as the Life of any private Perfon whatever migtit | be, and, towards 
it, Ihave thrown in this Mite, which, to all other Purpofes, I own to be 
fuperfluous. ; 
XXVIII. But, to refume the intended Relation; Matters being thus far The Endes- 
concerted, my Lord Mayor fent his Cup in full Parade and Form, to vours of Fac- 
orth, This was no fooner known, but all the Artillery of the Faction cageanhe “ 
Awas pointed at him, in order to terrify him, and make him fine off. Mot and his con- 
of the factious Men in the City, that had Acquaintance with him, efpe- pod au ies 
cially his Brethren of the Zurky Company, who were too much that Way, vine, 
took their Opportunities, more or lefs, to expoftulate in Difcourfe with 
him, faying why would he be undone? For if you, faid they, take this 
Office upon you, upon this (at beft) dubious Title, you will know no End 
of Law Suits, and be crufbed by the Parliament to Boot; and what Safety 
can you propofe to yourself? His An{wer ufed to be, I am a Citifen fworn, 
‘and if the Government of this Gity calls me upon an Office, Til obey, and 
never break my Head about Titles, He was plied with Penny Poft Letters, 
and fo were his neareft Friends and Relations, They came all out of pure 
Friendthip and Refpect, withing thofe Perfons would interpofe to refcue 
him from inevitable Ruin. They were fo malicious to find out Sir Robert 
Cann at Briftol, Father of the Lady Gunning, whom he then courted, and 
wrote to him to let him know that his Daughter was going to throw herfelf 
away upon a Man of a defperate Fortune, and that would certainly be 
hanged ; and he refented it, but the Lady knew better; fo, by Virtue of his 
good Stars, that Blow miffed its Effect. And what was moft extraordinary, 
wag that, during all the Time of the Brigues in the City concerning him, 
and both Town andCountry rang of his Name, which was alfo. bandied 
about in Multitudes of Pamphlets; he went about his Bufinefs, and diverted 
himfelf juft as he ufed to do, and minded the Stirs no more than if they 
had not concerned him. He was, by common Talk and Pamphlets, made 
fo remarkable, that, wherever he went, People ftarted out of the> Way, 
looking at him, and crying That's be, All which did not keep him within \ 
Doors, or from his ordinary Walks. Which feeming-Apathy brought him 
Letters and Intelligences, that he was ftupid, a dull Beaft, and his Name 
fhould be Blind Bayard. Ps 
XXIX. Oncea Trap was laid for him by Way of Sham-Plot. An emi- himbet--te 
nent bufy Party-Man, with whom he had Concerns depending, came to himélf. but 


: : : : d 
him with a Propofition from the whole adverfe Party, whichyas, that, if the Faction, 





the Fa‘tion, 
he would wave my Lord Mayor’s Appointment, and take the Exsétion the Patties 
: 4G 2 fixed againft 
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“from the common Hall, he fhoufd be chofen by them, and all the Charge 


of his Shrievalty fhould alfo be defrayed by that Party, who would raile 
thesMoney amongft them to do it, This he reje€ted with Indignation and 
Scorn; nd, being one very much inclined to communicate Truths, made 
no Bones‘s& telling this Paffage in all Companies, fo far as to declare the 
full Import f the Propofition made him, but not by whom: Ard .fo, 
taking Wind, it Mew about the City, and proved very prejudicial to the 
Meafures of the Fa@tion at that Time. For which Caufe they were won; 
derfully angry; and once, at a public Feaft in the City, an eminent Leader, 
by Agreement of the Party (as I fuppofe) publicly charged him te name 
his Author, adding that, if he did not, the whole Story would be ac- 
counted no better than hisown Invention. He, being thus attacked, freely 
and readily affirmed the Paffage to be true; and, as for naming the Perfon - 
that made the Offer, for Reafons relating to the Perfon himfelf, he was not 
forward to do; but, if they infifted on it, he would inftantly declare, before 
all that Company, who it was. This puta Stop to the Difcourfe, and no 
Word more was faid of it; for they knew he was not ufed to be worfe 
than his Word ; which, perhaps, of a bad Bufinefs, might make it worfe, 
I knew then that it was one Fairclough, a formal Presbyterian Ufurer, and 
a great Intriguer. His Son was then mercantiel Servant to Mr. North, and 
was afterwards fettled by him in his Fa€tory Houfe at Conffantinople. "Fhat 
Perfon had an eafy Accefs to him, and brought the Propofition, which was 
a meer Snare; for, if he had inclined to accept it, the Report had flown 
about that he was felling himfelf to the other Side for Money ; and that was 
all the Party intended by the Experiment, But all Circumftances confpired 
to fhew the implacable Rage that poffeffed the Faétion at the Nomination of 
him who, of the whole Freedom, was the only Perfon qualified to refift 
them. His Charaéter and Circumftances were as if they had been caft in a 
Mould for that Purpofe: So exactly were they formed for an Oppofition 
and Counterwork to the whole Game of the Fa@tion: And fo much fierger 
were they in all their Methods of Proceeding. And accordingly, they pro- 
vided a mighty Mufter of their Livery Party, againft the 24% of Fune | 
at Guildball: The other Side provided alfo the greateft Strength of Voices 
they could make, The Candidates of the latter were North and one Box, 
the former for Confirmation, and the other for Ele@ion: And: the Party 
had Papilion and Dubois, both to be chofen in Oppofition to the Lord 
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“Mayor’s Pretenfion, which they were determined to. fly in the Face of and 


rejet. ‘Thus ftood the Preparatives againft the Day of Eleétion. - 

XXX. Now the Manner of Proceeding in thefe Cafes, at the common 
Hall, is very particular, and, as was touched, confonant to the Claim of my 
Lord Mayor. For he, with his Aldermen, is prefent only: at the Opening 
of the Court, and Queftion of Confirmation, and then they retire; which 
is tothe Epd that the common Hall might be free in choofing one of them- 
{elves Which Freedom. the Prefence of the Mayor might impeach. Now, « 


2 in_- 


Cuap. VIIL. EZ XAMEN. bE 
in Cafe the Floor will not confirm the Mayor’s Sherriff, he is not nigh 


continue them any longer, but may diffolve or adjourn them, or not agr, 
to any Thing they do. That, which the Faction infifted on, carried, ‘al- 
lacy throughout; for, faid they, the Authority, given by the Choiog fom 
the City, and the A& of the Lord Mayor isnot the Act of the City ; and 
fo they harped upon the Word Choo/e, which, faid they, did ‘not belong to 
the Lord Mayor but to the City. All that was granted, and alfo that the 
new Sherriffs had no Authority till the whole City in common Hall agreed 
to them. And, however the Lord Mayor nominates, it is not pretended’ to 
be a Choice, or by Virtue of a Power invefted, as granted by him, nor 
that it ftands for any Thing if the common Hall doth not confirm. But 
paid Lord Mayor is not bound to concur in any Choice they fhall make, 
ill they nominate to him Perfons that he fhall think fit to truft; and he is 
no more bound to agree with them than they with him: And fo entered the 
Cuftom by Way of Compofition or Expedient (as- 1 faid before) which if 
they fly from on their Parts, he betakes to his negative Voice on his Part. 
But yet the Abufe of the Words Choice, Nomination, Right and Authority, all 
which being applied to the City exclufive of the Lord Mayor, funk fo with 
the Citifens, that few of them could bring their Heads to a true State or 
Diftinétion of the Matter. For they looked upon the common Hall as an 
Affembly of Commons with a Speaker, as if he had only a Prefidentfhip; 
whereas it is rather like a Parliament with a Sovereign, and, inftead of a 
cafting Voice, as they call it, there was a negative Voice, which alters the 
Matter ftrangely. So very difficult was it to get the Citifens to comprehend. 
the Reafon and Diftinction upon which the Lord Mayor’s Right depended ; 
and it went farther with them that the Cuftom had been. fo, and an A& of 
Common Council had declared it, than that there was any Confonance or 
Reafon at all for it. 

XXXI. At the Day of Election, Fune 24, 1682, the Party, after the The Manage,. 
Way of their Predeceffors of old Rome, had poffefled the Forum, that is the nae the 5 
Flooy of Guild-Hall, fo that the other Side could not croud in; for the Fury of the : 
Livewy hatt~been fo much encreafed that the Hall would fcarce hold. half of Parties; the- 
them. This bred a fort of Confufion at firft, with the elbowing and thruft= pevediigioeaal 
ing to get Room, and not without a deal of fnarling and. feolding amongft jeGed, and- 
them. Thofe Perfons, that could get upon the Huftings, as I did, amdgrom t« a ads. 
thence viewed the Floor below, had a Profpect as. if the Hall had been ae 3 
paved with Faces, and full of Eyes fparkling, not unpleafant to obferve. 

When the Lord Mayor and Aldermen were come, the common Officers 
put the Queftion of Confirmation ; and then, in a Trice, thofe, that were 
for it, held up their Hands (for that is the Signal of Affent) with Arms.and 
Fingers diftended, all in a continual Motion together, which made an odd. 
Spectacle: But the Diffenters, who were much the greater Number, inftead, 
of holding up Hands, fcrewed their Faces into numberlels. Varicly pf,No’s, 
@o fach a four.Way, and with fo much Noife, that any one would have: 

“ thought: 
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‘Bought all of them had, in the f{me Inftant of Time, been poffefled with - 
féme malign Spirit that convulfed their Vifages in that manner. This was 
takéifor a Refufal, as it was; fo the Lord. Mayor and his Court retired to 
confider Syhat was to be done; and, as he paffed, with the Sword before 
him, through the Croud, we could obferve the Items of Fury given by 
Fifts and Faces at him, as Folks are apt to do when they threaten. \ This 
Promenade was done more than once, to fee if the Hall would come to 
their Wits, and agree to confirm; but the Party were no Changlings, every 
Trial came off rather worfe than better. At length the Lord Mayor ad- 
journed the Hall, and no more was done that Day. And becaufe great 
- Part of the Difpute fell upon that Adjournment of my Lord Mayor’s, and 
there was notable Stir about it, I fhall add fomewhat relating to it. —;, 
Horrible XXXII. When the Hall was at a full Stop, for refufing to confirm, and 
bila Ue the Court of Aldermen was fitting, the Citifens were admitted to come in, 
Mayor's and, at the Bar, to offer what they thought fit to the Court, each Part 
Power toad- for his Side ; and notable Wrangling there was. My Lord Mayor was ad- 
ere vifed to adjourn the Hall, the Fa€tion oppofed, faying, be bad not Power 
toargue it £0 break up the Affembly till the Election was finifbed, In thofe Days, no- 
thing could be fo much contrary to Law and common Senfe, which they 
would not affirm to ferve their Turn; of which I may have touched fome 
Inftances, but this was an egregious one, All the Aldermen but five (for no 
more were factious) advifed to adjourn; and fo the Matter refted in Difpute 
amongft them a good while. At length, one of the Diffenters moved the 
Lord Mayor, that they might bring Counfel to argue, who would fatisfy 
his Lordthip he had not Power to adjourn: The other Side agreed, fo as 
they might fend for Counfel to argue on their Side, who would demonftrate 
the contrary. It was upon this firft Day that Counfel were bronght, but the 
Author makes an Hearing of Counfel to have been upon another Day; and, 
not having Accefs to original Entries, I do not difpute; but, as to the Mat- 
ter I here relate, Iam very fure, and, for Times, refer to the proper Re- 
gifters, It may be that Counfel was heard afterwards at my Lord Mayor’s 
Houfe privately, when I was not in the Way; for the Queftion santibued, 
fo as, for more Hearings than one, I contend not. In the Interim, before the 
Counfel came, the Court was diverted by the Partifans on both Sides, with 
numerous Complaints of each other’s Outrages and Irregularities, which 
were exaggerated with great Violence of Talk: And, all that while, the 
poor Lord Mayor fat as one almoft infenfible ; fo full was he of Doubts 
and Fears, But it appeared, by his Actions afterwards, that he was firmly 
refolved in his Mind to affert his Right, fo long as the Court of Aldermen 
ftood by him with their Advice, and the Court at Whiteball faftained him 
__ againft Injuries that might be done him. 
Ol Dit XXXHL This was Midfummer Work indeed, extreme hot and dufty, 
cuer and the and she Partifans ftrangely difordered every Way with crouding, bawling, 


honourable 


., Sweating, and Duft; all full of Anger, Zeal, and Filth in their Faces® 
Attendance it I thew 
had. ‘2 
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-they ran about up and down Stairs fo that any one, not better foomeds 

“would have thoughtethe Place rather an huge Bedlam, than a Meeting for 
cil Bufinefs, And yet, under fuch an awkard Face of Affairs as this. was, 

“the Fate of the Engii/h Government and Monarchy depended but #20 much 
on the Event of fo decent an Affembly. And indeed it was accordingly on~ 
derftood; for it is not fmall Matters that will raife fach furious Hurricane 
Doings, as here was. And the Court was aware; for Care was taken that. 
diverfe confiderable Perfons, fome of the Council, fhould be near at Hand to- 
obferve the Proceeding, fupport the Spirits of the Lord Mayor, and encou~ 
rage the loyal Citifens, and that they might have Recourfe and Dire@tions 
as Occafions emerged ; but this was known to very few. And,: on the other, 
Side, factious Lords and others attended that had nothing to do there, It 

Miay~De wondered: that fuch a Conteft as this, confi dering alfo what was at 
the Bottom, did not ran on to Blood; but, as at the Tumults, fo here, the 
Temper of the Englifh appeared, which I may call a native Humanity, 
though the Foreigners term it Dulnefs and. Phlegm. They have an Aver— 
fion to civil Homicide, but, in War, are as free with Lives as the beft of 
them; and yet, even there, the fame Humor appears, for no Command. 
will make the Engli/b refufe Quarter, or kill in cold Blood, But then, as for 
Faction, Croud, Tumult, and Brawl, let them alane ; it isa Sort of Sport, 
or Luft of Change that makes them delight to {ee high Things fall, and 
their Government in Diftrefs. In which Matters I may commend their 
Temper, but not their Wifdom. 

XXXIV. But Digreffions apart, and to return to the Trial of this Pro- The Argu- 
found Queftion of the Lord Mayor’s Power to adjourn: Firft, Mr, Pollexofen, Ea hine 
argued contra ; and he built only on a Parallel he made between the com- both Sides, af- 
mon Hall of the City and the ordinary County Courts, held by the Sherriffs ter which the 
of Counties; and fo the common Hall mutt be the City County Court, and a ri 
the Lord Mayor be as the Sherriff, only to prefide but not to judge, be- parable Cou- 
caufe, in all thofe Courts, the Suitors are Judges, and here the Livery Men "8" Jouned 
are the Suitors, and, without their Confent, the Lord Mayor caneno more the Hall. 
he Court, than the Sherriff of a County ; but it muft be done by 
thewRivery; and all this he corfifmed by the Place where the Huftings,. 

*which is the Court of Pleas for Lands in the City, is kept. On the other 
‘Side Sir Robert Sawyer, the Attorney General, came to anfwer aliatbis ob- 
vious Nonfenfe, Firft, he fhewed the Place fignified nothing Rete tars 
diction; for Burgeffes to the Parliament for Weftminfter are often chofen in 
the Kings-Bench Court, but it is not the JurifdiGtion of the Kings-Bench that 
choofes: Then, that this Affembly, called the Common Hall, is fo far from 
being like a County Court, that it is no Court at all, nor hath any Manner 
of Jurifdiction ; that it was no other but a private Meeting of the Corpora~ 
tion of the City for pure Corporation Work, the choofing Qfficers. And: 
the Lord Mayor being Head of the Corporation, without whots no, Aflem- 
ably of the corporate Body could fubfift, or corporate Act be done, he was. 
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He ead of this Affembly, to call, adjourn, or diffolve it, as he thought’ 
fil. nd concluded that all the other Side had alledged, of County Shey 
riffs, Suitors, ‘Judges, &c. was all Romance and Invention, and in no Ref= 
pect applicable to this Afflembly. All this While, the Partifans were raging 
about the Hall and Rooms; and diverfe (out of F tiendhip as was pretended) 
gave Hints that my: Lord Mayor would not be fafe, if he went down to ad- 
Journ them; and that was to fright him from taking a Refolution fo to 
do ;~afd they {carce believed he would dare to do it. At length, it becoming 
neceffary to terminate the Matter one Way or other, the Lord Mayor, ona fud- 
den, and unexpectedly, rofe up and bid the Officer take up the Sword and 
go down, faying, as he went off, if I dye I dye. And, paffing the Croud, 
‘took his Seat upon the Huffings, and commanded the common Serjeant to 
adjourn the Hall to a Time, which was done, but fcarce heard for tht™Ar’ 
deous Noife that was made. After this, the Lord Mayor and the reft, that 
fo thought fit, went their feveral Ways in Peace ; and there ended this trou- 
blefome Scene of a Midfummer’s Day’s Expeétation. ~ ; 
XXXV. It was very ftrange to cbferve the Impudence of thefe Men of 
the Faction in London, who {till perfifted in the fenfelefs Pretence that the 
Lord Mayor could not adjourn the common Hall, though, to every one’s Ca- 
pacity, it was folemnly, not only confuted but, fhamed: and they would 
not quit a Scruple to eafe my Lord Mayor, but, to their falfe Preter.ces, 
added Menaces. For, as he paffed to the Adjournment, there was a terrible 
Rage of Faces made at him, as if an Endiablement had poffeffed them all. 
When the Mayor and Officers were gone, the two precious Sherriffs, Pi/-' 
kington and Shute, with fome Livery Men of their Party, thought fit not to 
obey the Lord Mayor’s Adjournment, but, by themfelves and their own Au- 
thority, held on the Corporation Affembly, or the common Hall, as they then - 
called it, and there they proceeded to continue the Election by fetting up a Poll; 
and afterwards they finally declared the Choice to have fallen upon Papzlion and 
Dubois, as will be fhewed, Here appeared an head{trong Difpofition, but not 
a Grain of Judgment, in thofe who governed the Sherriffs. They little un- 
derftood the Nature of the Sherriff’s Office, who took the Son geo to 
any Authority at all in the Corporation Affairs,or to be Officers at all OF -the 
Corporation. It is true the Corporation have a Right, by Charter, to no-\ 
minate.t 3; but, being nominated, they are the King’s Officers, as was 
faid, 0 attend on the Authority of the City, and keep Peace, as all Sherriffs ' 
are attendant upon all Authorities in Jurifdi@ion derived from the Crown. 
A Body politic prefents to a Living; the Incumbent is not, by that, a Ser 
vant to the Body, as if he were their Chaplain, Therefore this AG of the 
Sherriffs, in fetting up themfelves to prefide in a corporate Affembly, not 
only without, but againft, the Order of the Head, and in direct Oppofition 
to him, was*the moft audacious Blunder that ever was known. But then 
the a@tual EMeavour thereby} to impofe, not only upon the City of Londen, 
but upon the King himfelf, Officers of the Peace, and Royal Revenue in the i 
, : . Citve 
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City, was not only foolith but defperate, as done by Madmen¢and could 
bepoade Good by Nothing but Sword in Hand. And what ¢ould be ex- 
ed, but that the Government fhould iefent it with all poffible Rigor, as 

for an Offence next to High Treafon? Therefore one may conclude that it 
was not Blindnefs only that caufed this deteftable Pafs to be made, fo much 
againft, common Senfe, but fome difmal Referves which they had and relied 
‘on, to divert the obvious Confequences, as muft fall for daring to ufurp fo 

' great aPower. But, whatfoever thofe were, they failed at this Time; for, 
upon Information above, upon Oath, of this Faét, Warrants iffued from 
the King in Council immediately to take up the two Sherriffs and their Com- 
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plices, in order to be profecuted at Law for this extraordinary and dangerous - 


Rigt. And, if they or their Party had made any Stirs or Refiftance, there 
vas Force e h at Hand to have executed the Warrants effe€tually ; and 
for that Reafon Fie Arreft was fubmitted to. oo 


XXXVI. If dne would confider this Affair in the mildeft Terms, it may 
be judged that théFaction relied chiefly upon the Parliament, which was 
expected to be foon called and to theet, for juftifying them and criminating 
the other Party. For they, as was noted, had Calculates of Eleétions, and 
knew, by their Rule of Progreffion, how much the next Seftions of Par- 
liament muft be more averfe to the Court than the laft was; and {0 the 
concluded whatever they did, muft, in the End, come right. This is the 


Model of Forty One exactly; thofe Times began with like Brawls in the. 


City, and the fame Injuftices and Oppreffions were intended to be a@ted over 
again, But it is fo far certain, viz. that, in this View, they were open and 
clear ; making no Ceremony of declaring what the next Parliament was to 
infli@ upon their Adverfaries, whatever elfe they might hold undeclared in 
Petto. And their perpetual harping upon this String, and the Proceedings 
againft the Abhorrers being recent, had really made the People generally be- 
lieve that Things would happen as they faid, and, right or wrong, they 
fhould cruth all their Oppofers. But, in the mean Time, we muft a little 
queftion their Policy with Refpeét to the Perfons active at prefent, in both 
enragy Hd then giving the Government in Poffeftion (if I may fo term 
ity uch apparent Advantage over them ; and fo, taking a miferable Defenfive, 
d€pend upon an After-Game in a Caufe notlikely, in one and the fame Age, 
to run upon the fame Chances. But, whatever were their politic cs, 
the Government did not take thefe Doings for Boys Play, as Squibs and 
Crackers, but as a bold Attempt upon the Authority of the City and Nation, 
and very neceffary to be made exemplary. Among thofe that were commit- 
ted, there were fome not Citifens, but Party Men at large, and of no {mall 
Account; as for Inftance, the Lord Grey of Wark. Thefe did not attend 
where they had nothing to do, in order to Have nothing to dog they were 
{crewing up Matters to their Model of public Difturbances, as ‘onfequences 
fhewed. Thefe Perfons went to the Tower, and, upon Habeas Corpus were 
lmiled, and afterwards profecuted by an Information; whereupon the Iffué 
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was tried ii; the City, and, upon a long and clear.Evidence, the Parties yee 
convict and ifined ; but, confidering the Naturelof the Offence, and Qhe 
lity of the Perfons, very moderately. They were forced to pay their Finet> 
but were fo fanguine to look upon them as Money put out to Intereft to 
be repaid Principal, Intereft, and Charges out of the Eftates of their Ad- 
verfaries by an After-Game, as I {hall thew. But I have run this Bufi- 
nefg of the audacious Riot to this End here; but we fhall hear more of it 
as we go along.. 

XXXVII. As foon as.the Sherriffs were come out upon Bail, like Men 
fyderated to Folly, they took up the Game where they left, and, at a Day 
of Adjournment of the Common Hall, refumed their Poll by themtelves, 
at the other End of the Hall, apart from the Lord-Mayor’s Aflembly— ar 
he, with the Court of Aldermen, was fometimes upon the’Huftings, and® 
fometimes in the Court, puzzled with the Difficulties in fettiing this Matter 
of the Choice of Sherriffs; and, before any thing way done, the then. 
Sherriffs came to a Clofe, and, in the Hall, publicly declared the Election. 
to fall upon Papilion and Dubois; that is to fay, they, as Mayor, Aldermen: 
and Citifens of Lendon, had depofed the Lord-Mayor and: Aldermen, and, 
by a Party, declared an Act of the whole Corporation, But now there 
was a new Difficulty ftarted, and my Lord-Mayor was attacked with new 
Doubts and Scruples; for, faid they, here are two Sherriffs declared, wha 
are in Poffeffion of their Election, and, whatever you might have done before, 
you cannot now make a Super-Eleétion, and thereby fet up Anti- Sherriff of 
London, And, in very fober Earneft, moft indifferent People, whofe 
Heads did not lie for diftinguifhing Matters of Order and Conftitution, 
thought that the City Sherriffs, in taking a Poll, were not Minifters but 
Judges of the Eleétion, and believed that now the Lord-Mayor’s Cafe was 
much worfe than before ; and fe was the current Conceit of the Town. 
During this Interval, the Lord-Mayor was fent for, or went of himéfelf, to: 
Court, and appeared before the King in Council, where an Account was 
given to his Majefty of the Trouble the City was in about the Election of 
Sherriffs upon the Declaration thefe Men had made of an Ele lk 
the Learned at the Board, and the King’s Attorney, declared that the Pry- 
ceeding sof the Sherriffs was no At of the Body, but, as to legal Effeat, ab} - 
fokly null; but yet criminal, as being done without and againft lawfyl 
Authority. And that the Lord-Mayor, the Head of the Body that was tb 
elect, could alone direct and declare the Election ; and that, at the next 
Meeting of the Common Hall, he ought to proceed de integra, as if. fo- 
thing had. been done ; as their Ufe is when Sherriffs, chofen, fine off. The 
Queition depended wholly upon that of my Lord-Mayor’s Power to ad- 
joumn the Gommon Hall; and Sir Yon Meor was extremely diffatished and 
uneafy abot that, being what diverfe Citifens had told him he could not do, 
"The Lord Chief Juftice North, a Privy Counfellor, was fo far from making 
any Doubt of that, that he faid to my Lord-Mayor, he need not be at dit 

concerne 
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“concerned; for the Quefien was frivolous and ‘impudent, or to-that Effect. 
ereupon Sir fobA Moog crept towards the Place where hisfLordthip fat, 

d, with a moft fubmifs Countenance, defired to know of his Lor thip 
if he would be pleafed to give it under bis Hand, and, contrary to the Ex-. 
pectation of all prefent, his Lordthip faid Yes; and, taking the Pen and 
~Paper, before him, wrote his Opinion that the Lord-Mayor bad Power to 
adyurn the Common Hall to what Time and Place in the City be thought 
Jit, or to that Effect, and, fetting his Hand to it, gave it Sir Yoh Moor. 
Now the Courtiers, that were more ufed to Sneakers, than to Men of clear 
Courage in a clear Caufe, expected his Lordfhip would have fhuffled off 
this fetting his Hand; but the Readinefs of doing it very much confirmed, 
Suc Yobn Moor, and exceedingly pleafed the King. 

XAXVIA. But, for the better Countenance of Sir Yoh Meor, it was 
thought fit that his Majefty in Council thould order him to do his Duty in 
the City ; andNthereupon an Order was made that he fhould procced to the ope 
Election of Sherfiffs, according gp the ancient Ufages of the City. This ceed; and 
Order the Author inferts, in. te very Words, into his Hiftory, intending Sea ela 
that it fhould feem as if the City, Affairs were governed wholly at White- way acl 
ball: Whereas nothing is more ufual than for the King, by Order of Pro- North and 
clamation, to enforce Laws, and require Magiftrates to do their Duty ac- Sit Bray 
cordingly ; and this was no more. ‘Then, at the Day, to which the Come tiff. 
mon Hall was adjourned, the Faétion threw up and made no Appearance, 
having, as they thought, and intended to infift upon, Sherriffs of their 
own; fo the Queftion of Confirmation was put and carried affirmatively, 
and then, for the Election of Sir Ra/ph Box, which was carried alfo. But 
Box was frighted at the double EleGtion, for fo it was termed, and the Dif 
putes with thefe Anti-Sherriffs, as might happen, -and fo fined off; and then 
Sir Peter Rich was chofen, and the EleCtion declared for North and Rich. 

It was wondered at by many why the Faction did not interpofe to 
trouble this latter Eletion, and, as they might have one, joined one of 
their own Party ; for it might (and really it did fo) happen that a Friend 
in mer had been of great Service to them. But they confidered, wife- 
Dest that it was better to ftand the After-Game in Parliament, which 
f would make clear Work, and, in the mean Time, not hurt their Title to 
. two Sherriffs by coming in for one; and, if they did, their OfReayould 
‘have a four Time of jt, having the Court, the Law, and the Officers 
againft them, for the latter would certainly obey my Lord Mayor’s Sher- 
riff, Befides, North was a Perfon fo determined and refolute, and withal 
fo well advifed and fupported, that nothing but Blows would be got by 
Conteft with him, Bat all this was Reafoning in the Dark, for the Rye 
Confpiracy was {carce formed; and they dreamt nothing of gach a Difco- 
very to come upon their Party, as followed; elfe they wotfd have had a 
Friend in a Corner, to be a Spy, at Icaft, in the Enemies Quarters. But, 
sas Things. were underftood, the next Point was for the old Sherriffs to get 


° . 4H2 clear 





All the Author 
hath about 
thefe Affairs, 
ig Mifcon- 
ftruétion and 
Libel, and the 
Toftances. 


Page 401, 


EXAMEN. (Part. Hf, 


clear out oftheir Office. Their Courage did nof) ferve them to refufe de. 
livering over \the Goals by Indenture to North and Rich, as the Way if; 
nor fo indent with their own Anti-Sherriffs ; fof either Way had been a 


‘Efcape of the Prifoners in Execution that had charged them deep: There- 


fore they made a Virtue of Neceffity, and were glad to feal to North and 
Rich, who entered upon their Office in the ufual Forms. And fo ended 
this (to After-Times inconceivable) Hurry in London about the Shrigfal 
EleGtion in 1682. 

XXXIX. And now, before I enter upon any Confequences, I will run 
over the Author’s Account of the Matter, which is very brief, but not fo 


wbrief as malicious ; for his Aim throughout is to make fuch a fham Repre- 


fentation of it, as the whole Proceeding may appear one continued A 

arbitrary Power, and unrighteous Oppreffion of the City Freedoms, It 
feems that, after Betbel and Cornifb, the Sherriffs of the Ypar 1680, of 
f{candalous Memory, the Loyal Citifens, the Author’s Courbarty, inftruc- 
ted, by their Behaviour, what was to be expected if the e Faétion, that 
fet up them, fhould fet up others as bad, made all the Strength they could 
to oppofe the Choice of Pilkington and, Shute, but in vain; and the Au- 
thor juftifies the Faction for going on at that Rate, faying, their Lives and 
Liberties depended upon that Choice. He muft think fure that his Friends 
knew themfelves obnoxious and deferving to be hanged, or elfe that the 
Court had refolved, right or wrong, to hang them; how elfe came that 
Choice to be fo fatal beyond any other, as if Mrs. Atrcpas waited to cut 
all their Threads? But it feems the City began to fhew a loyal Difpofition, 
and, for the Credit of Youth, who are fometimes miftaken, but ever for- 
wardeft in Actions of (pre-fuppofed) general Good, it fell out fo in the 
City that almoft all the ’Prentices were Loyal, and had a Fancy to make 
a Feaft, and entertain fome of the Court; whereupon Venifon was fent 
them from the’King’s Parks, and fome great Men dined with them. This 
the Author calls a meaner Condefcention, to which he adds this dutiful Sen- 


‘tence, It was thought it was no lefs than encouraging Servants againf their 


Mafters, The Faétion, and their Scribe here, had Reafon to ptm 
that the Servants fhould prefume to be honefter than their Mafters; an 
that it fhould not be in the Power of the:cankered old Crabs of the Faction 
to cor the Youth of the City, whereby to provide a fgditious Succef- 
fion: As if young Men, commonly Sons of good Famifies, were bound 
out Apprentices to Treafon, as a Myftery in kvhich they. were to work for. 
their Mafters and learn for themfelves, But we muft not forget the My{= 
tery of King Charles's greater Condefcention to ftir up Mifchief between 
Matters and Servants, by fetting up the latter. Sure there was fome great 
Condefcention which was exceeded by this ; and I] find it was after the Elec- 
tion of Piledbeton and Shute, when the City invited the King to Dinner, 
and the Sheriffs went on the Errand. The King, having no Quarrel to 
the City, which, excepting the Majority of the Livery, were generally. 
loyal 
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Joyal and ative aghinft the Faction, gracioufly accepted the Invitation ; but 
pba was pleafed%o add, though brought by fuch unwelcome/Perfons. This 
e Author makes a low Pique in a King, that is to honour his Friends, 
and difgrace his Enemies. Wonderful Invention! 
XL. But, to return to our Midfummer Work, all the Author’s Account of 
ay AGtion in 1682, momentous as it was to the Public, falls into one fhort 
aNacious Sentence. The Court was very folicitous for the Choice of new 
Sherriffs of London and Middlefex, and ecarneftly recommended North and 
Box. This, as it is expreffed, is falfe: For firft, how could the Court be 
folicitous for the Choice of new Sherriffs, when the Choice was to be of 
Courfe, and the old could not continue? And then there came no Recom-, 
mendations from the Court to the City; and, laftly, North was not upon 
the root of Choice, but Confirmation. If he would have faid true, he 
would have told us that the Court were folicitous to have the Ignoramus 
Fadtion excluded, and indifferent Sherriffs chofe, and that the Loyallifts of 
all Sorts fet up Box to ftand with North that was drank to, And {o the 
People proceeded as ufual upor contefted Elections, when the Diftintion 
was of Loyal and Ignoramus. But, fays he, the Hearts of the Citifens 
were for Papilion and Dubois. This is falfe alfo: And the Cheat lies in 
the Word Citifens, for that ftands here, as, on other like Occafions, the 
Word People, a Part for the Whole, For a Party Rabble is always his People, 
fo here a prevailing Party of a packed Livery are the Citifens forfooth ; al- 
though, even of them, the Value of the Loyal Party exceeded the Tale 
on the oppofite Side. But it may be affirmed of the Citifens, in general; 
that, had they been polled, there had been ten for one againft the Fa@tion 
at that Time. And that was feen in the Choice of Aldermen, for, of 
about twenty, there was but five with the FaCtion; and thofe Magiftrates 
were chofen by the Inhabitants at large, in the Wardmote Court. So juft 
an Account of the Citifens have we here! But what comes now? This oca 
cafioned a riotous Controverfy, the Lord-Mayor complying with the Court, 
and the old Skerriffs refoluing to affert the Rights of the City, Is not this 
the ow of the Difpute ? What can be the Meaning, but the Court 
dat he tort agon by Force and Violence, fet up Sherriffs, and’ would 
vallow the City no Eleétion at all? We are got beyond the Recgmmenda« 
tion of the Court; that confifted very well with a free Ele@ion ey out 
Tumult, though my Lord-Mayor with his Influence, took the Court Side; 
fo the Matter muft be right down Force, as I faid before, that fhould ftir 
ap theSherriffs to affert the City’s Right to ele@t. For he takes no Notice 
of the Diftinction of Confirmation and Eleétion, nor ftates the Pretences 
of the Party, as a juft Writer fhould.. Nor was there any Riot at all, but 
that of the Sherriffs acting unwarrantably, as was fhewed. 
XLI. But he goes on. Hence, on the Eleétion Day, a@ gréat Noifz and 
Clamer was made; the Whig Party being more numerous, the Lord-Mayor 
eadjourned the Common Hall. To fet afide the great News he tells us, that, 
a~ . at 
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at a popular contefted Election, there was a great) Noife and Clamor; w: 
muft not allaw him his pregnant Word dence, a cafries an Affertion €f 
a Force upon the City, For it refers to the fornter Words, which plain 

imply it, and, confequently, is a very great Falfity; for, at moft, the Bu- 
fincfs was the Form of the Ele€tion, which the two Parties contended 
upon. But that, which follows, is an artificial and folemn Foubery, The 
Whig Party being moft, the Lerd Mayor adjourned, €c, Doth not Hae 
firm that the Lord-Mayor, finding the Numbers againft him upon the 


Square at the Election, unjuftly adjourned, Gc. that they might not carry 


it. Which is a moft egregious Falfity ; for he adjourned, becanfe the Hail 


.would not do him Juftice by Confirmation, which was his Right; nor did 


any Law oblige him to agree any thing to them who would not do hij 
common Juftice. And muft any one, a Stranger to this Affair, think this 
good Lord Mayor, one of the moft treacherous and tyrannows Men in the 
World, for topping a Choice becaufe his Side had feweft Véices? O! that 
the Whig Party had never really and ily done that which this Writer 
falfly charges upon the good Sir cba Mbor! But we mutt not ftop here. 
But the two Sherriffs, thinking that to be an arbitrary Ad for interrupt. 
ing a regular Election, went on with the Poll. Who made them, that are 
Officers of the Crown, and not of the Corporation, Judges to fay what - 
was arbitrary and regular in the Proceedings of the Lord Mayor, Alder. 
men, and Citifens corporaliter congregati? It is juft as if one fhould fay, 
the Sherriff, at the Affifes, thought that the Judges departing before all 
Bufinefs was done, was an arbitrary A@; fo he continued the Aflifes by 
himéfelf. I fuppofe fome learned Counfel hath informed this Author that, 
if a Magiftrate doth not pleafe the Whig Party, he aéts arbitrarily. 

XLII. After this the Author touches upon the Commitment by Warrant 
figned by twenty-four of the Privy Council; and that Counfel was heard 
upon the Adjournment, and fome of the following Proceedings, down to 
the double Declaration of the Eleétion, and there fays, But the Proceed- 
ing (on the Lord Mayor’s Part) was thought to be by no Means ufual; for 
Dudley North, £/g; was only put up to be confirmed, as being ‘Fatal 
the Lord Mayor, Here is fo much Falfity and fo prevaricated, one know’ 
not where to begin. Firft, the Proceeding, as in Truth it was, (which is here’, 
falfly peed) was by all Means ufual, and fo agreed by the Adverfaries bating ' 
a few Difcontinuances; only they were pleafed to call that Ufage an Ufar-. 
pation, Then next, here is no Account of this myfterious Confirmed, but’ 
by my Lord Mayor duly elected, which is falle alfo; for the Lord Mayor 
did not pretend to elect, but to point out a Perfon whom (if eleéted) he 
fhould approve, as hath been fhewed. So here is a fcandalous Account of 
the Proceedigg, as far as the Author intends it fhould be underftood ; and 
he conceals he whole material Truth of it; and that is a worfe Cheat than 
all the other Mifreprefentation, For he hath fuppreffed the whole Story 
of the Cuftom and Ceremony of Drinking, with the Reafon; which is a 
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ubject, not only neceffary to be explained in the Hiftory of this Crifis, but 
if, of itfelf, as remarkable as any Thing that can be related. If he had 
‘pleafed, he might have paffed by the whole Matter, and (as was faid of the 
tumultuating Fews about Queftions of their Law, fo of the Citifens, about 
Queftions of their Cuftoms) we had indulged him on Account of Brevity, 
Rut he, with his Thinkings, and ’tis Thoughts, comes round to a Decifion, 
an! condemns the Lord Mayor and Loyal Citifens for Colleaguers with the 
Court, to ufurp arbitrarily the Rights of the City, and rob them of their 
Election ; while the good Igaoramus Sherriff, and his Whigs, with a public 
fpirited Refolution, ftood up and maintained the City Rights againft thofe 
traditorian Court Slaves: And, all this While, no Mortal can collect from 
Word of Fad, fo as to guefs what the Matter of thefe great Stirs was. 
And, from a Comparifon of his Words-with the Faét, all this appears to 
be of itfelf, not only falfe but, malicioufly tin@ed with Words and Names 
to look like ‘Truth; and fo pretending to a Relation, is unintelligible and 
dark, to the Intent that Folks may imagine what is not: Such is our Com~ 
pleat Hiftory! Let the following Paflage fpeak. The Mayor heard the 
Lawyers argue the Regularity of the late Adjournment, but coming to no 
Refolution, the Court was again adjourned. Were is Falfity and Contra- 
dition ; for the Point, upon the firft arguing, was refolyed, and the Hall, 
thereupon adjourned: And faying here that the Court was again adjourned, 
admits a Refolution ; for whether it might be done, or not, was the Queftion. 
But the Author is not pleafed, though the Point was cleared to the Satif- 
faction of all, to have it determined, but rather remain a moot Point in 
his. Hiftory, or yet rather be condemned by Virtue of ’sis thought, The 
reft of this Paragraph trifles and fhuffles in Matters not worth Notice; and 
then he concludes that Mr, Dudley North was fworn upon the Hittings, 
which is falfe; for he was not there, nor {worn till a good While after that 
he was fent for to the Court of Aldermen, and commanded to enter into 
Bonds for taking the Office upon him. So this Shot, made though at no- 
thing, was by guefs, and flying. 
wen. I have now given a Reprefentation of the Author’s Falfities and. 


- Concealments about this momentous Change of the City, and, confequently, 


of the whole Nation. He hath afforded us only a few fideling and libellous 
Sentences, and for that Reafon, affeCtedly dark and imperfect; {0} ing, 
as I noted, all the true Motives and Dependances belonging to the Proceed- 
ing. He would have the Bufinefs look black on the Court Side, having Oc- 
cation for Abundance of fuch arbitrary Doings, as he labours to drefs them 
out, in order to extenuate the enfuing Rebellion ; which is the true Reafon 
for this his, otherwife, unaccountable Condu@t, We have had already much, 
but fhill have more, of the like Defign afterwards, But, asfo this Tranf 
action, that I might clear up his Mifts and Mithapes of Thii.gs, I thought 
it neceffary to make an entire Relation of my own, which I have done out 
of pure Memory; and think myfelf not wholly unqualified for it, being, 
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in thofe Days curious and aétive, and feldom abfent at any of the Turns. 
But having no Thought of ever being provoked, as I 4m by thefe, worf€ 
than, Fallities of the Author, to recolle& partipularly Matters that, in* 
thofe’ Times, I looked after chiefly for Diverfion, I kept no Journal, or 
Notes of Times and Particularities as they fucceeded. Nor have I Accefs 
to any Offices where I might gather from the Originals, that is Orders, eDe 
clarations, and the like, what is needful for a jut Regifter. Therefor 
am fenfible that many Punétualities are here wanting, which I with I could 
fupply, But, as for the grofs Steps, and the Matter of Fact, I am fecure 
of having done Juftice; for I well obferved them, and, I think, fhall never 
forget the material Part. -Some may think, that an Account of thefe City 
Squabbles are but low Hiftory; but if fuch as thefe are low, I am at aya 
to know what is high: For was it nota Battail rangée between the Rin 
and Council, with the Miniftry and Loyal Party, on one Side, and the 
whole antimonarchical and rebellious Party on the other? And at a Time 
when the latter were puffed up in Conceit yey had the Advantage, and that 
the other was blown, and muft foon rendtr, or be cut off? Befides, the 
Author, taking the Matter into his Shortshand Libel, hath made this ex- 
tended Account but neceflary, as a tefting Ground, to lay his Brafs Coin 
upon. 

PXLAV. He hath taken no Notice of the great Alteration in the Humor of 
the Citifens upon this Reform: One might difcern it in their Spirits and 
Countenances, For as foon as the new {worn Sherriffs entered upon their 
Office, firft the Law Province was reftored to its Seat in the feveral Counte 
ers, and the Sherriffs opened their Halls, and began the Courfe of feafting 
the feveral Companies, which they carried on with great Plenty, Jollity, 
and Splendor. And the Fancy went farther; for fome Societies without 
the City, as the Temple in particular; defired the Honour of dining with 
Sherriff North, and made him a Prefent, as the Way is. The Muficians, 
who had been for a While excluded, were now reftored to their Pofts, and, 
as if they had been lately retired to Parnaffus, and come back inclined to 
Poetry, were no Niggards of their Vein in celebrating the Retitutren an 
their Faculty. ‘They chanted out their Mafter’s Names in Words at Length; .. 
as for Tnftance, 


—— The Worfbipful Sir John Moor 
After-Age that Name adore. 


rang in all Companies. No Perfon was ever more popular and cried up in 
the City than he was, and his Health conftantly drank (in the rhyming 
Poet’s Senfe) + Adoration. He that killed Wat. Tyler, was Not more 
celebrated, fo Courage and Conftancy, than that good Magiftrate was, 
Chearfulnefs appeared in all Places, public and private, in the Room of the 
{narling, backbiting, and minatory Frade was driven before. It is not 3 

oe 
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be denied but, at merry Meetings, good Fellowthip, in Way of Healths, 
toh into fome Extravagance and Noife, as that which they called Huzza= 
. ing, an Ulage, then at itsfPerfection. It was derived from the Marine, and 


the Shouts the Seamen make when Friends come aboard or go off. And- 


the Ufe of it in Healths was not unlike the Affemblies of the Levantine 
Merchants, that, at every Health, cried Che vivaa! So at all the Tory 
Heglths, as they were called, the Cry was reared of Huzza! which, at 
great and folemn Feafts, made no little Noife, and gave Advantage to the 
Whigs, that liked not fuch Mufic, to charge the Tories with Brutality and 
Extravagance ; and the Author beftows it upon them both Clergy and Laity ; 
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which had, perhaps, been lef, if there had been no Diforders made by” 


thefe others to occafion Rejoicing, as after a Recover 
leave the Jory Citifens to their Enj 
Adverfaries are doing. 

XLV. The Faétion, unaccountably buoyed up, did not give over their 
Claim to have their Sherriffs Papition and Dubots {worn, but, in the Mayor- 
alty of Sir William Pritchard, who facceeded Sir Fobn Moor, demanded 
it of him, whereof he took no Notice ; and, after that, they had the Info- 
lence, in the Names of Papilion and Dubois, to arreft even the Lord Mayor 
*himéelf (not ftaying till his Year was out but) in the Fulnefs of his-Autho- 
rity, in an Aétion upon the Cafe for refufing to admit thofe Gentlemen (as 
having been duly elected Sherriffs of London and Middlefex) to their Of- 
fices. This Arreft being ferved upon my Lord Mayor, he was kept in 
actual Cuftody (for he would own no Submiffion by Bail or Appearance) 
for above fix Hours, The Traitor Goodenough was the Promoter and At. 
torney, and he brought Ketling (that afterwards difcovered the Rye Con- 
fpiracy) as a likely Fellow to be a {pecial Affiftant at the Arreft: And the 
whole treafonable Society were but juft not in Arms upon this Occafion, 
It appeared, upon Examination afterwards, when the Scene of the Rye 
Treafon opened, that fomewhat very extraordinary, by Way of InfurreCtion, 
was to be done by the Party at this Time; but not in what Manner or Or- 
der i¢-was to be executed, It feems the Train did not take, for the City 
Militia took the Alarm, and Sir Sohn Peak, an Alderman and Colonel, 
with extraordinary Difpatch, chad his Regiment under their pra onl 
Hours; which being known, or rather fome other Prattique about WBire- 
hall, that lies in the Dark (for the Guards had fufficed to have cruthed 
them) the Party would venture no farther at this Time. This BufinefS 
proved to be only.a bold Affront, but, in the Sequel, turned bitterly upon 
them, for Sir William Pritchard had his Adtion for a falfe Arreft with- 
out Caufe of A@ion, which was tried in the City, anda Verdigt was given 
for _10,000/, Damages. That Trial, as alfo that other of thé Rioters, is 
in Print, to which the Curious may refort for a more particular Account of 
thefe Affairs. But the Author has Qualms, and thefe Events do not fit 
‘well with him; for thefe Damages, and alfo the Fines of the Rioters, which 
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were not flight, were a Sort of Rebuke they hoped could never have reached— 
them. The Author takes no Notice of this audacious Arreft, but only for 
Libel, faying, it inflamed the Reckoning of thcfe Nines, of the Rioters. So - 
he would have us think the Fines were not juftly fet with Regard to the 
Party’s Offence, but were enhanced by this Arreft, which thofe Parties were ~ 
not charged with; and fo the Judges determined the Fines, not upén the’ 
Merits but, upon Matter foreign, and nothing to the Purpofe. A rare gin- 
vention for coining a Scandal upon the Judges! 
TheCommon XLVI, But afterwards he hath a nicer Turn. It feems that, after this 
or tae infolent Arreft, which had well nigh fet the City in a Flame that might 
Pon. ‘have ended in Carnage and Blood; the Faétion, to fcreen themfelves from 
the Odium of fuch a dangerous Adtion, laid the Fault upon the Citifens, 
that is their own Party, faying, it was expected, and neceffary to be done 
to fatisfy them. This falfe Pretence became Matter of Offence to the honeft 
Citifens, who were piqued at fuch a Charge, and they, bya folemn Act of 
Common Council, difclaimed it. Now t\e Author, to take up all this, and 
to fet it back upon the City again, fays, They were forced to difclaim the 
Aétion, By whom, or how were they forced? The Common Council is 
an Affembly more like the Parliament than any other is, and far enough 
fom being forced: And the faying it was fo done here is falfe ; though I* 
cannot guefs upon whom the Author intends the Scandal fhould fall, or 
who fhould enter there with a competent Foree to do it. They were not, 
as the Roman Senate after the Affafination of Yulius Cafar, beleaguered 
with armed Men, as Tully complains ; but Calumniation is the Thing, true 
or falfe, Senfe ox Nonfenfe. May the ill Succefs of thefe Attempts, and the 
Author’s no lefs unfuccefsful Labour to fcreen the Villainy of them, be 
Examples of Difcouragement to all factious Iniquity for ever. 
The Threats XLVIL. I cannot do the Author Juftice, in full Meafure, upon the Head 
of the Saat of his abominable Concealments and Suppreffion of Truth in thefe Affairs 5 
Si Foon Moor, nor to the Caufe of the good Sir Jobn Moor and his Sherriff, without taking 
oc. vetorethe a large Lope, over the next Reign, into that which followed; and pitching 
wee a into the Beginning of it, and.not before, we fhall find a full Conclufion of: 
Exeter. thefe Brigues: And the Manner how it was wrought deferves an Account 
to be gi of it; and it is alfo reafonable the whole Caufe fhould go to- 
gett Ie is well known that, upon the Acceffion of King William, the 
Party, we have all along ftyled. the Faction, had their full Swing in Autho- 
rity, both in and outof Parliament; and, according to that vindicative Spirit- 
they always by their Menaces difcovered, then were determined to turn thofe- 
Menaces.into A&t, and bring condign Infli€tions.over the Heads of the Tory 
Party, fuch, at. leafy, as had been inftrumental in oppofing them, and dif+ 
appointing their Meafures.. So this. propitious. Time was taken to reap the 
long defired. Crop of Revenge upon Sir Sfobn Moor and Sit Dudley North 
(Sir Peter. Rich. was then dead) I fay, long defired, I might add, defigned ; 
for as early ag the Preparations in Holland for a Defcent of the ae of 
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~Om—~m were publicly known, Plenty of Threats and Denunciations, againft 
them in particular, wafted over Sea, and came to their Ears, And, after 
the Landing at Exeter, they had Letters fent them from fuppofed Friends 
anonimous, exprefling the terrible Sufferings would fall to their Share, and, 
Reing fuch very good Friends, advifed them to run away, But they were 
t of that Mould ; for, being con{cious of nothing unlawful they had done, 
théy refolved to face the Enemy and juftify themielves, and not, as fome 
about that Time did againft all Reafon, condemn themfelves by Flight. 
XLVIL. Afterwards in London, a confiderable Time was taken up about 
the public Settlement, before thefe vindicative Gentlemen could be let into 


an Opportunity to begin the good Work, But, at Length, it was fo infinu-- 


ated that two Enquiries were fet on Foot; one in the Houfe of Commons, 
by a Committee appointed to infpect the Proceedings in the City of London ; 
and the other in the Houfe of Lords, by a Committee of Lords appointed 
to examine who were the Advifers and Profecutors of the Murders of the 
Lord Ruffel, &c. Thefe Committets fat and aGted about November 1689. 
The Commons began, and Sir fobn Moor and Sir Dudley North, with many 
other Perfons, were ordered to attend, as they did. The Examination was 
public, and ina full Houfe: All Perfons might go in, fo that the Galleries 
‘and every Corner were filled. Sir Yobn Moor was firft called, and, ac- 
cording to his natural Mein, ftood upon the Floor, and looked as if he 
would have dropped down in his Place, and {poke like one of the Order 
of the Miferables; which, to fuch as did not know him, feemed as like to 
Guilt as the Outfide of a Man could thew. And the common Opinion of 
him was that his Spirits would not ferve him to maintain his Poft, but that 
he would yield to exprefs in Terms all that was intended to be drawn from 
him; but, to do Juftice to his Memory, he kept inviolable the King’s 
Secrets, his own, and his Friends. And by Secrets, I do not mean any 
Thing, done by him or them, that was not lawful, dutiful, and wife, 
and every way juftifiable: But the Caption of the Times was fuch, as Ears 
would have been called Horns; and it was not Crimes but Handles, not 
Things but Pretences that were fought for; as any one will readily imagine 
that is acquainted with fuch Turns, or, at leaft, may be informed, by what 
was done, or intended to be done, now. Sir Yohn Moor was,+as I faid, 
called in, Time after Time, and certain Gentlemen were gratified with an 
extreme Trial of his Temper, Integrity, and Conftancy. It was hoped that 
he would be brought to name the King, or fome of the Miniftry, particu- 
larly the Lord Chief Juftice North, and Secretary Y¥enkins (though both 
were dead) for Reafons I fhall thew. But no more, of that Sort, dropped 
from him, than if they had (queefed a Flint. He was afked who had ad- 
vifed him in as many Forms and Variations of Phrafe, as Wérds could be 
put together ; to which he conftantly anfwered, the Ccurt of Aldermen; 
and, as to Advice, no other Anfwer would he give: And that was a very 
true one; for he looked upon the mact of Aldermen, by the Law of the 
412 City, 
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City, to be his authentic Council, and he really ruled himfelf by their Ad= 
vice ; and, againft that, he had been ruled by nobody. And after the-der- 
nier Proof of him in this Manner (for he was ordéred to attend more than 
once, and even after Sir Dudley North was done with) he was difmiffed. 
And from thence forward he lived out the reft of his Days as a venerabl 

Citifen, greatly efteemed and refpeéted by every one. He ufed to gorabode 
in a very plain Drefs, and meddled with nothing out of his Way, and fach 
as knew him always faluted him, which he kindly accepted and civilly re- 
turned, and, being Acquaintance, willingly joined in Difcourfe of different 
Matters. I cannot defcribe him better than by the Charaéter of fome of the 


‘primitive Chriftians, who were no lefgs meek and humble in Behaviour and 
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Converfation, than valiant and refolved in their Profeffion. 

XLIX. After Sir ohn Moor was difmified upon his firft Attendance, Sir 
Dudley North was called in, and the Queftion, as. to him, was, How be: 
came to take the Office of London and Middlefex upon him, having no Title? 
His Anfwer was direét, as his ordinary Difcourfe was, that he was a Citifen 
by Education, and made free with an Oath of Obedience; and being called: 
before the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, and charged to take an Of 
fice upon him, which was the Shrievalty, he appeared, and excufed himfelf. 
to the Court, as unfit by Reafon of his long Refidence beyond Sea, and lit-* 
tle Knowledge of Engli/h Prattique ; and the rather becaufe he underftood, 
that many made it a Queftion whether he was duly appointed or not; and: 
he hoped the Court would not put thofe Difficulties upon him. Thereupon. 
he was ordered to withdraw; and, being afterwards called in,. was told by 
the Court that, as to his Fitnefs, they were entirely fatisfied; and that the 
Court was agreed that, according to the Ufages. of the City, he was duly: 
appointed, and muft ferve ; and no one of the Aldermen faid a Word to 
the contrary ; thereupon he obeyed, and, taking upon him the Office, ferved: 
his Year faithfully, and to the beft of his Underftanding, and, after that: 
expired, he delivered over the Office to his Succeffor, as he had received it. 
from his Predeceffor; and that was all he had to fay. One of the Mem- 
bers afked him, if be knew all the Aldermen then prefent : Yes, {aid he, ‘and, 
perceiving the Drift of the Queftion, turned him round, and, looking about,. 
pointed wath his Cane and named thofe five, or diverfe of them, as they fat, 
whe were with the Faction in the City, who, he faid, were all prefent, 
when he was ordered to hold, and {aid not one Word to the contrary. He 
was afked if no Perfons from Court, particularly Secretary fenkins, did not 
come down to the City to.perfuade him to hold? And, after a. confiderable: 
Paufe, while he was gathering Breath, and a. great Expedtation was raifed, 
in a full Silence of the Houfe, he replied with a long and: loud No, as. 
might have been heard up to the Houfe of Lords. Thereupon they called 


to him to withdraw, as he did, and. never. heard. more of the Matter in 
that Houfe, 
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- L. But at the Lord’s Committee, which was called The Committee of Like Exami- 


Murder, he and all the reft were examined upon theix Oaths; and he gave 
the like Account with what farther refpe@ted the Trials as was needful. 
There were many Paffages extraordinary happening in ‘thefe Examinations, 
which might be ufeful, though not for the Credit, yetthewing the Nature 
&¥ the Times, and under what a Crafis the Public then lay ; which I forbear 
herg, efteeming them, if material at all, to be proper in another Sort of 
Defign. But, for confirming the Character of this Gentleman, as I have 
given it, 1 will relate one, which was of the noble Earl of Lincoln, whofe 
Perfon was not more remarkably great than his Voice loud. He, from the 
farther End of the Room, where he fat by himfelf, called out to Sir D, 
North, and, give an Account plainly, {aid he, why you took that Office upon 
you, knowing you bad no Title to it. He anfwered that he did not know be 
had no Title, but thought be had a very goed one. Ay, quoth his Lordthip, 
you might think fo then, but what think you now? My Lord, {aid he, I 
thought jo then, and I think fo fiilh We was foon difmiffed, and heard no 
more from that Committee. It is very remarkable that in fo much Bu- 
finefs of State, as well as the Law, and of an high Nature, as paffed in 
the Courts of Loxdon and Middlefex during this Gentleman’s Shrievalty ; 
“upon which the Lord Mayor, Sherriffs, Officers, Jurors, Counfel, Witnef- 
fes, Agents, and all Perfons, named as fufpeéted to know any thing of the 
Proceedings of the Trials for the Rye Treafon, and the Conviétions which 
were termed Murders, or other Bufinefs on the Crown Side, were feverely 
and rigidly interrogated upon Oath to all Queftions that any noble Peer 
fhould think fit to afk, with direé Intention to criminate the Proceedings, as 
if fome Hlegality or Corruption were at the Bottom ; and after all, no Pec= 
cadillo was found therein; which was the greateft Vindication of a Miniftra- 
tion, under a regular Government, that could have been contrived (how- 
ever it was intended) for them. We may fearch the Regifters of Time and 
Nations, and (excepting Torture only) not find a ftriéer Scrutiny, nor fuller 
Vindication. And the moft righteous and peaceful. Ages, even any paft or 
prefent, would be loth to undergo fuch a Canvafs of their judicial Proceed- 
ings. For human Frailty is fuch, that Men may overfee, and unwittingly err, 
which, at the Time, may pafs eafy enough, but, afterwards found out, be 
termed wilful and corrupt ; and, when there isa Difpofition to take Things 
by the worft Handles, be treated accordingly. But, for certain, it is a tran- 
fcendent Juftification to be thus inquifited, and, in every Refpect, acquitted, 
I fay this is a Cafe of Minifterial Conduct, in a Nation, very remarkable, 
But furely the Author’s Suppreffion of this whole Examination, and alfo of 
that before the Commons (for he mentions nothing of the whole, only the 
Title of the Lords Order for their appointing the Committee to examine, &c.) 
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is. prodigious, What had he to do to rob honeft Men of Truth that wastheir ° 


Right, and ought to.be declared in Hiftory, if we may term his fuch? He 
“could, with his ¢hinks and his thoughts, put in his Oar juft to defame what 
Was 
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was done, and libel the Doers: But when his own Side had their full Scope’ 
and Swing (if it had been poffible) to have made their Conceits ami his 
Calumnies good, and there was none to difturb ,or interrupt them, and all- 
the Experiments, towards it, went of without Effect; yet he has not « 
Syllable on the Side of the acquitted ; but, that fuch might not appear, he 
fupprefles their very being fo (as they were) charged. He leaves them ‘to 
Pofterity condemned by his bafe fideling Touches of the Faét in the Time: 
But there is fo much’ of this Sort of foul Injuftice in his Book, I am weary 
of obferving it. 
The Fation Ld, But, having ftrayed thus far out of my Lines, I will-go a little far- 
Re Bioter pele ther to fetch in the Tail of this Bufinefs, which, like that of the Afatic 
Corfitation Sheep, had all the Fatnefs of the Creature in it. The Joys, which the Vul- 
gine Tors, gar of the old Faétion conceived would follow upon thefe Examinations, 
of Parlinnent, confifted in a fuppofed Juftification of all that had been done by their Party ; 
and then a full Revenge wpon the chief of that which had been oppofite 
tothem. For they had been perfuaded, *and did believe, shat they had been 
all-in the Right; and that nothing, done counter to them, was fo. But 
the Politicones, who worked with thefe, had a deeper Reach; and that 
was, by way of Act of Parliament, to confifcate the Eftates of the moft 
adtive.of the Tory Party; and not to be troubled with Examinations and™ 
Law forms, that gave Folks leave to be heard, and defend themfelves. I 
know I fhall be cenfured for this Suggeftion, as moving from as ftrong a 
Partiality one Way, as the Author is accufed of the other, But J muft 
affirm it was really fo in the Defigns of the fugitive Party, that came 
‘gvér with the P , and the defperate of their Correfpondents here For 
fome of the Concerned, together with Threatenings, had ferious Advices given 
them of their Danger, gathered from the common Difcourfe of thofe in 
Holland, and afterwards at Exeter; but it was a Matter of that Injuftice 
and Nonfenfe that it was not regarded, and had gone off without any Cre- 
dit at all, as a Chimera, if real Attempts had not been made tending that 
Way, ac 1 thall fhew. But the main Defign failed, becaufe the Times 
fettled by:Degrees, and, before they could begin, the Public had taken the 
Face of Order.and Juftice, and would not bear what was fo very bad; which 
made them ftyle their Proceeding @ dong Right to the Sufferers for the Wrong 
they received ty the arbitrary Proceedings in the former Reigns, and that 
made it neceflany to proceed, by Way of Foundation, with Examinations 
pAbilatemP and Reperts; however crofs fuch Methods were to the Defign on Foot. And 
Houte of although they :fell fo dow, yet it gave a clear Teftimony that the early Ad- 
Lords and vices, given of more:thorough-ftitch Work intended, was not without Truth 
“fare Be and Reafon. 
Ge ontheE-~ LIT, Thé Scheme intended was this: That all the Proceedings, in 1682, 
ai of ree about the Appointment.of the Sherriffs of London and Middlefex, thould be 
and what the voted in.the Houfe of Commons illegal ; and then, that the Fines of the 
farther Inen- Rioters, and Damages for the Arreft of the Lord Mayor, were arbitrary, , 
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~and without juft Canfe; and, laftly, to enquire by whofe Means thefe illegal 
and-arbitrary Doings’were compaffed. This being preconceived and laid for 
-a Foundation, then next was to follow a Petition of the Rioters, &?c. for 
~Beave to bring in a Bill to be reimburfed the Fines, Ch{rges, and Damages, 
out of the Fftates of the Delinquents, living or dead, One would have 
tought that the Examination failing, and no Vote pafled tending that Way, 
- all this Fat had been in the Fire: But, on the conttary, fome fhort Time 
after, a certain Petition, figned by the Rioters, was prefented to the Houfe 
of Peers by my Lord Stamford, feting forth the Matters paffed in the City, 
the Conviction and Payment of the Fines, and that the Judgment was ob- 
tained by the Procurement of the Lord Keeper North, Sir Leoline Yenkins, 
(both dead) Sir ‘fobn Moor, Sir Dudley North, &c. Therefore it was prayed 
that Leave might be given to bring in a Bill for the Party’s Reimburfement 
out of the Eftates of thofe Gentlemen. This was not granted by the Lords; 
but, not long after, a Petition to the fame Effet, was prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons, and the Matter was debated whether Leave thould 
be given to bring in fuch a Bill, or not ; and the Debate was adjourned and 
refumed diverfe Times, and fo hung a confiderable Time, not without fome 
Endeavours, as the Way is, to carry the Caufe by Surprife. But the Con- 


~cerned, and thofe interefted for them, being alarmed,. retained Solicitors, . 


difcourfed with Members, and put the Defence in fuch Order and Form, 
that no Advantage could be taken for want of due Attendance. The Pro- 
fecutors, finding this, determined to make a Puth once for all; and a per- 
emptory Day was appointed, with fufficient Warning for hearing the Mat. 
ter of the Petition. So here was an open Campaign, and each Side made 
the beft Preparations they could againft the Day of Battel. The Canfe was: 
much the Difcourfe of the Town over Night; and, in the City, many: 
Wagers were laid upon the Event. And at the Day, after the whole Time: 
taken up in the Debate, the Houfé came to a Refolution, and, upon the 
Queftion, divided, and, by the Odds of feventeen Voices, the Petition was 
rejected. What will not People do that will attempt fuch a Courfe as this? 
It was defigned as a leading Card, being (in their Senfe) the moft popularly 
plaufible Cafe they could fele@, And, if this had been carried, there were 
diverfe others, in feveral Parts of the Kingdom, that had come up for Re+ 
drefs by the fame Method of Juftice, as Dare of Taunton, &c. AndSir: 
Samuel Bernardifton was intended to have been one ; and had proceeded if 
the Lords, inftead of affirming, had reverfed the Lord Keeper North’s Judg« 
ment againft. him in the Cafe of Scams. For then the gaining it by his 
Solicitation had been prefumed of Courfe; and fo his Eftate. muft have paid: 
for it. And it. was-for this-Reafon that the Party fo induftriouly exagge- 
rated the Matter of hard and arbitrary Judgments obtained if the former 
Reigns, which this Author echos he knows not why.. Bue all the Cry, at. 
that Time, tended to gain fome general Redrefs of the poor Sufferers to be 
had by Act of Parliament, But it. {eems the Times. preved.to. fall into-Or- 
der 
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der fo as not to bear fuch Irregularities and notorious Tyranny, as going on - 
in this Way had beep. However it gives us full Sccpe to imagine 2vhat 
might have happendd if, as was before fuggefted, thofe Gentlemen, accord-. 
ing to their early Model, had had their Wills. But I am run on too- far,’ 
; and muft return back to the Time of King Charles IL ae 
Intodudion _ LIL. I know no Tyranfaétion, in this Reign, more difingenuoufly trat 
totheRehtion duced, than that knéwn by the Word Charters; which means the Quo - 
of Charters. Warrantos brought againft fome Corporations for feifing their Franchiles 
into the King’s Hands for abufer of them. Whereupon, and upon vo- 
luntary Surrenders of fome, diverfe new Charters were granted, with fome 
Alterations and Reftrictions. The Author here diftinguifheth neither Things, 
Times, Manners, or Intentions, but fuppofeth the worft of all alike. And 
then he tranfcribes, out of a cankered Libel, an hellith Parcel of Inveétives 
againft the Government, upon that Occafion; wherein all Orders are fcan- 
dalifed, the holy Scriptures and Religion brought in to compliment the in- 
fernal Sarcafm, and then concludes witl? Panegyric ; but it is beftowed up- 
on attainted Rebels and Rebellion. This Fruffum of a Libel is grafted into 
his pious Hiftory, as an Account of that remarkable Proceeding, where 
every one may read what I care not to repeat. 
The frit Quo LIV. But, as to the Matter itfelf, I think I may diftinguith it into three 
Warrants Orders, which I term 1. Quo Warranto’s. 2. Surrenders, 3. Regulations, 
ie anneal Which Partition may be marked 1. good, 2. indifferent, and 3, bad. Firft, 
and had very by Quo Warranto’s mean fach as were ordered againft thofe Corporations 
grocinéeeed that had enormouily offended by Breach of his Majefty’s Laws, and who 
: fet up the Authority of their Truft, not for the due Execution of, but for 
the protecting from, the Law, Perfons that were notorious Offenders againft 
it; and out of this Lift I will not except the great City of London itfelf, as 
may appear with good Reafon afterwards, And, within this View, and 
going no farther, I muft affirm that there never was a Piece of more ne- 
ceflary Juftice in the Englifb State, nor more beneficial to all the People in 
general, than the profecuting thofe Quo Warranto’s was. And to thew there 
was abfolute Need of it, I affirm alfo that the firft Overture was ‘not from 
the Court, nor from fuch black Defigns as the Author and his fellow Li- 
bellers fuggeft ; but from the Counties where the Abufes were a Grievance 
infufferable. And, for Redrefs of them, the Gentlemen of the Counties ap- 
plied to the King by fuch Means as they had. The Mifchief lay in Towns 
that had Juftices of their own with a Claufe that the Juftices of the Coun- 
try ne intromittant; fo, by excluding the Country Juftices, they were be- 
come the ordinary Afylums for all Sorts of Rogues that fled from the Juftice 
of the Seffions,” and particularly thofe that were tumultuous and feditious, 
and there fotind Prote€tion, And, particularly, the Town of. Pool in Dor- 
Jfetfbire was of this Order, and, if 1 miftake not, Taunton Dean another, 
Others there were in the Weft of England complained of; and fo much in 
Earneft, that the Grand Juries in Dor/et/bire and Devonfbire, or one of ee 
3 Ge 
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(for I do but juft recollect fome Particulars) prefented thefe Places as com- 
moifNufances. And, upon the Application of the Gentlemen to the 
Judges of Affife, the Matter was laid before the King, and Quo Warranto’s 
ertefed to be profecuted againft the chief of them. ; And, upon that, 

eme were reduced, others, knowing themfelves to be o xious, fubmitted; 
and thén their Charters came to be furrendered, and ones granted in lieu 
of them. In which no Alterations were made, but fuch as refpected the 
Law, and the good Government of the Country ; facl as laying the Towns 
open to the Juftices of the Counties, if they found Cfafe to interpofe there, 
and to act with the Juftices of the Place, and fometimes to be of the Body, 
and capable of the Offices of Authority -in the Corporations. And if any 
honeft Englifbman can be of Opinion that fuch Changes were not much 
for the better, efpecially as to diverfe factious, or rather mercenary, Corpora- 
tions, I muft crave Leave to differ from him. And this Method was ob- 
ferved in moft Inftances of that Reign, without any of the hideous Characters 
which the Faétion, now in our latt¢r Times, have beftowed upon it, And 
J limit this Divifion of a laudable Proceeding, without any Abufe at all, un- 
till the Time that Sir George Yeffries was made Lord Chief Juftice of the 
King’s Bench, and fworn of the Privy Council, which let him into the 
Means, as his Way was, to pufh Things beyond their due Bounds. 

LV. And, after that Time, the Abufe began to grow, but not to any great 
Inconvenience, and, for that Reafon, I give this Clafs the Charaéter of in- 
different. Diverfe Inducements then brought in Charters to be furrendered in 
Order to the Renewal of them. For it being obferved that fach Compli- 
ments of the Towns were gracioufly accepted, and the prevailing with 
others to come in, was accounted good Service, and, by a Sort of Mode or 
Cuftom, the Tendency of Loyalty itfelf was that Way; this Circamflance 
was the Occafion that many Towns came in and took the Opportunity to 
be remunerated with confiderable Privileges, tefpecting their common Pro- 
fit and Trade, which were commonly granted as they defired, And, as to 
the Changes made, with Refpect to the Law and Government of the Coun- 
try, «the Inhabitants were commonly not very folicitous, but fabmitted thofe 
Matters to the King’s Pleafure. But the worft Inducement was when pick- 
thank Courtiers, for Oftentation of Merit, frighted the People with the Law 
and Charges, and procured Summons of Quo Warranto to be ferved upon 
them ; and having, by fuch undue Means, brought in the Charters, feta Va- 
lue upon themfelves at Court, as for fo much good Service done. ‘There 
was a memorable Paflage of this Nature. When the Lord Chief Juftice 
Seffries went the Northern Circuit, he had taken upon him, and accord- 
ingly valued himfelf to the King: for doing great Matters towards bring- 
ing in of Charters, as it was called; and, by his own Contrivante (as I have 
very good Reafon to guefs) to procure for himfelf as great an Authority in 
the Northern Circuit (which he was appointed for) as was poffible, the King 
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was perfuaded to prefent him with a Ring, publicly taken with his own ‘ 
Finger, in Token of his Majefty’s Acceptance of his moft eminentser- 
vices. And this by Way of Precurfor,; which being blafoned in, the - 
Gazette, his Lordiip went down into the Country as, from the Kees 
Legatus a Latere sfteemed a mighty Favourite; which, together wit 
his lofty Airs, made Ny the Charters, like the Walls of Sericho, fall’ down 
before him:” And hf returned laden with Surrenders, the Spoils, of « 
Towns; which, wih certain other Performances in that Voyage, not a 
Subject here, advance his Pretenfions to Favour at Court. The Pro- 
cels was indeed pleafanat: The King by public Favours arms a Man with 
Power by which he doth great Things; and then thofe great Things enti- 
tle him to Favour, as lowing from him, which indeed flowed from the King’s 
Authority and Favour fhewed him. And fo in the City, upon the Strength of an 
old drunken Acquaintance, he fcemed, and thereupon pretended to have an 
Intereft, which procured him the Countenance of his Majefty’s Favour at 
Court; and that turned toa real Interef¥ in the City; which in Truth was 
the King’s Authority, and not his, although, (as a perfonal Merit) he aflumed 
it. But to conclude; we are to confider here, none could blame the King 
for defiring to put the Corporations in a better Order; for whoever faw or 
knew, as we did, how his Majefty was affronted by Faction faftening upon’ 
the Populace of thofe abufed Towns, would think neither his Honour, Go- 
vernment, or Perfon fafe without it, 

LVI. Thus far the Alteration of Charters, however growing into Abufe 
(I mean as to the Management in the Country; for the Court, to do right, 
was very juft and careful of the Towns) were of no defperate ill Confequence, 
I know it hath been in every one’s Mouth to object that all was done to in- 
fluence Ele€tions to the Parliament; and, as the Way of Objectors is, they 
tun the Confequences to Extremity, and called it packing a Parliament, and 
corrupting the very Fountain of the Laws. Now if we will profefs any 
Ingenuity, we muft own that, at that Time, the Crown had need of a bet- 
ter Intereft than it hed in the Choice of Members, to maintain a due Bal- 
lance; that an adverfe Party might not carry every Thing in their Model 
againft the Crown, as was moft notorioufly the Cafe of the Oxford and 
Weftminfier Parliaments. And it was better if it had, or could have, been 
done thus, than.by fetting up new Boroughs, which the King might do at 
Pleafure.. I would have Folks, that object this, confider what is the Con- 
fequence of fplitting Frecholds, and fuborning unqualified Countrymen to 
forfwear themfelves to vote in a Party; and who are the greateft Traitors to 
the Public? But what was the Harm if the beft of thofe, interefted in the 
County Electichs, had alfo Voices in the Buroughs, whereby they might 
fhew the deluded, not to fay bribed Towns, a better Choice than they could, 
or at leaft would, have found for themfelves? I fay if this had been generally 
done, as it was not, what Caufe was there to; grumble? But it could not be 
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‘done in the Way of Renewals of Charters, for thefe feldom touch the 
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“Righs of Election that goes moft upon Prefcription, and is the fame as in ~ 


- London, whatever becomes of the Corporation, And admit the Advan- 
\pepetin the Election of a Chief Magiftrate is gained to the Court Side by a 
enewal, which they may fay will incline to his Party‘in the Management 
and Return: And will not they do the fame, if thexZome in by a Fadtion, 
~for Favour of that ? On which Side thould the Balan turn? Bat hath not 
the King the Nomination of all the Sherriff of Counts (except one) in Ev- 
gland? Andyet no Complaint was then heard of Irfuftice, nor is the Par- 
liament the more packed for all that. Extremes are never to be argued 
againft the facred Truft of Government; for then we mutt have no Power 
to keep the Peace, Truft, nor Government at all, that is, no Liberty, Pro- 
petty, nor Security for either, For a Power to do Right always includes a 
P&wer to do Wrong. I cannot but conclude this Refle@tion with obferving 
that, as the Government, at that Time, had gained a vaft Strength by po- 
pular Reputation, if it had gained alfoa firmer legal Dependance and Alliance 
between the Crown and People, fo as both fhould have needed the good 
Will of each other, and Faction have had no Encouragement to work the 
Mifchief of both by creating Diftrutts, Fears, and Jealoufies to divide them, 
a better Service had been done to the People of England, than when the Ca- 
pite Tenures of Eftates were taken away, and a common Nufahce, the Ex- 
cife, planted in the Room of them. 

LVII. Now, as to the laft Order of Charters, called Regulations, which 
properly belongs to the next Reign and fo beyond my Tedder, I fhall fay 
little. But, confidering that more efpecial Counfellors and Adjutants, with 
choice Commiffioners, Meffengers and Spies, were inftituted purpofely to 
manage Corporations, for compaffing Ele@ions, and to humor the Court, 
and confidering who they were, it is very ftrange that fo much Oblo uy, 
as has been caft on the Church and loyal Party, fhould fall upon that Ac- 
count: For it is moft certain and true that the Tories, as they were called, 
were more oppofite to thofe Proceedings than the Author’s celebrated Party 
Men,were, For (under Popery) at that Time, the whole Machine was Fa~ 
natic; and the Defign was declared to compafs a Fanatic Parliament. And 
we do not find that, after the happy Revolution, any of the Perfons, who 
had ated notorioufly at the Head of thofe mifhapen Counfels, fell under any 
Queftion or Punifhment for Example to others, and the very Inventors and 
Ringleaders were not fo much as fpoke to about it. Whilft the good Sir 
Fobn Moor, and Sir D. North, &c. were fcrutinated over and over again ; 
and, if they had not been beyond all Exception candid in all that they did, 
as regular Magiftrates in the City, they had been trounced fot it: And even 
the Athes of the dead were not let reft in Peace, So far hath grofs Partia- 

es and Animofity to do.in popular factious Times of Clamor. 
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LVIII. But one Attempt, which failed, fhews the Defign of thofe Per- 
fons who had been in the faCtious : Lift againft King Charles 11, For—ine 
ftead of calling to Account their own Friends the Regulators, who were 
hot and reeking, being, by the Revolution, but juft driven from their VWiork, 
they took an Occaffon to offer to the Parliament, by Way of Rider, two’ 
Claufes; the Effect of which was to difable all thofe’ Perfons, who had. 
been concerned in the’Surrenders and Renewals of Charters, from voting in: 
Elections of Membe's to ferve in Parliament. Thefe carried a Retroipec- 
tion into that King’é.Reign long before the Abufes juftly complained of ; 
and when Grand Jury Men and Juftices of the Peace, and foon after, moft 
of the intelligent Loyal Party had interefted themfelves for obtaining a 
Reformation of fome wretched and mercenary Corporations; and the Hu- 
mor was fo general, that very few of any Account in the Nation, who were, 
defirous to be owned for Loyallifts, whether for real Opinion, or follex~- 
ing the Example of others, or out of a Gaiety of Behaviour on the Go- 
vernment Side, as it was a Mode thene(and tbe like hath been more than 
once fince) but were all, one Way or other, concerned in thofe Affairs. I 
fay all thefe, much the greater and more valuable Part of the Nation, were 
to be {wept out of their Right of voting at Eleétions all at once; and that,. 
without any Summons, Charge, or Hearing, or any Sentence of Deli@ 
paffed upon them. This muft have procured rare EleGtions for the Charch 
and Monarchy. But, after diverfe and great Debates, thefe fwinging. 
Claufes were thrown out of the Houfe. Now let the Indifferent judge 
who were the Parliament Packers, But I muft not forget one Thing, 
which is for the Honour of fome of the Bithops, then newly deprived, . 
who, in the former Reign, hazzarded their Perfons and Eftates (then flou- 
rithing) for the Defence of the Church of England againtt Popery: Now, 
although deprived of all Exercife of Authority and Revenues, employed. 
their Endeavours to preferve it againft the Fanatics. For they direGted their, 
Converfation all they could (and they had nothing elle left them) to make 
Gentlemen fenfible of the Defign and large Scope of this Proje@’; and one: 
of them in particular procured the Writer of thefe Papers to publifh a, 
fma}l Pamphlet, while the Matter was depending, to expofe the Wretched- 
nefs of thefe Claufes, which many thought went a great Way in creating. 
a right Underftanding of them. For the Promoters were very angry, and. 
catled to be wrote an Invective by Way of Anfwer, letting fly, at all Ad- 
ventures, againft a noble Peer (lately created of Guern/ey) fuppofed to be: 
the Author of it, with as much Juftice as all the reft. ; 

LIX. So much of the Bufinefs of Charters at large. I might have made- 
myfelf Work enough, if I had gone about to have gathered all the parti-’ 
cular Cafes, with their Circumftances, which would have made a juft Vo- 
lume, to be wifhed for rather than expected. But the Author, whom Lam 
obliged to wait upon, hath thought fit to touch only the Cafe of London . 
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upon the Qvo Warranto profecuted againft that great City; and EMhall join 
=Hfes: with him there, and confent thag the Juftice of the Proceeding, and 
the Honefty of his Account, hall be determined according to the State of 
aah «This great City was among the earlieft that were queftioned at Law 
\for Forfeiture ; and I thal venture to fay with more of Reafon than any 
other in England. For what, in the Name of Jafticey, had the Government 
to do when Ignoramus was mounted in Cathedra, aid their was a declared 
Stop put to all State Criminal Law, to fay.nothing of the ordinary and 
civil Courfe, and how factioufly partial it was cargied on in London and 
‘Middlefex 2? Tt was indeed a dangerous Cafe to the Public, and, in other 
Times, had probably introduced Precedents of Authority and Prerogative 
that would have lafted longer than that Law-Suit did. Ill Actions give 
Colour to mifchievous Precedents; and there are fcurvy Maxims, as omnia 
qui jufta negat; quod remedio defituitur ipfa re valet, and the like, 
Some Governments have reforted to Force, and juftified it upon the bare 
Pretence of lefs than was true heg. The City of London and County of 


Middlefex, refpecting the Safety of the Government, as it fhould be guarded’ 


by Law, is of the laft Confequence to the Crown ; becaufe the Govern-. 
ment refides there, and all its Enemies gather about it. It is an unparal- 
lelled Error of Politics in the People, when they think to deprive their 
Government of the Power of punifhing capital Offences by Law, and no 


lefs when tuch Courfe is taken to difcourage it by popular MifconftruCtions. 


and Caluimnies,.as it was fcandaloufly done in this Inftance, and, by the 
Author, reiterated.; I hope there will never be known the like Folly. I de- 
fire to afk the moft diffitisfied Perfon, when Wrong is done, what is the 
Courfe, going to Law, Compulfion, or Fighting ? And, prefuming the 
Anfwer, I afk ferther, whether, after the Sovereign and his Authority were 
fo outragioufly tuiulted, was it not an Inftance of a juft and gracious Go- 
vernment to decline the Ufe of Power upon the Reafon of Neceffity, and 
refort to the Law before Judges fworn, and to purfue it in all the Forms 
of Proce’s and Special Pleading? Government is in a very hard Cafe if, 
having both Right and Power, it may-not make Ufe of cither. It hath a 
ridiculous Phiz, like the Fable of the old Man, his Afs, and a Boy, before 
the inconfiftible Vulgar. It is the Part therefore of indifferent Times to 
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take Things right, and defer nothing to the Prejudices that Pation, to 


juttify themfelves, would caft upon their Betters, efpecially in the Way 
here before us, by fetting up a Tool of a Writer to metamorphofe the Li- 
bels of the Time into what he calls Compleat Hiffory. 

LX. As for the Forms of the Proceeding againft the City of London, 
and the Matters of Law argued pro and con, with the Judges final Sentence 
that the Corporation of the City be feifed into the King’s Hands; the 
Whole is at large in Print in a Folio Volume, being a famous Law-Cafe 
which every one may ftudy that is fo difpofed. Therefore I fhall not make 
‘say formal Report of it, but touch the principal Matters in an hiftorical 

Way 
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Way only. And firft, as to the Law, upon which the Procefs was grounded ; 
which was that all Franchifes whatever, derived from the Crown, are-$cra 
feited by Abufer; than which nothing is more trite in the Law Books, 
but more efpecially fuch as concern the Confervation of the Peace and fat 
tice. Then, that the Corporation was a Franchife derived from the Crown, 
and, for every gare A& done by the Body, was feifable, for the:Abu- 
fer, as forfeited. So Was the Law taken to be: As for the Fad, it ap- 
peared the Corporation had done diverfe unlawful Fats; and, about the 
‘Time, there was a Paper handed to and fro, that contained ten or twelve 
Mif-feafances, which were prefumed would amount to a Forfeiture: But 
not all with equal Clearnefs: for fome admitted of Difpute. As, for In- 
ftance, this, that they permitted and did not fupprefi the outragious Tumults 
in the City. For the Corporation, being entrufted by their Magiftrates to 
preferve Peace in the City, ought not to fuffer Tumults, but to fupprefs 
and punifh them ; which they did not fo much as endeavour to do, But 
then the Counfel for the City might have ftood upon it, that that was the 
Fault of the Magiftrates, and not of the Body, and that they, in their 
Perfons, ought to be punifhed for their Fault, and not the Corporate- 
Body, To prevent all Colour of Chicane upon fuch Accounts, Care was 
taken to feleét two Facts, to be affigned for Forfeiture, which were un- 
queftionably unlawful, and indubitably the proper Aas of the Corpora- 
tion, 

LXI. The firft of thefe was a Petition of the City, framed and ordered 


tures; firft, A by the Common Council, to the King for Sitting of the Parliament, In 


which they accufe the King dire€tly of Mifgovernment, and ftopping the 
Public Juftice of the Nation, with other abominable refleGting Expreffions ; 
all which in full Form the Common Council ordered to be printed ; and 
it was pofted up in the Carfours and public Places of Refort in the City ; 

which was a Publication with a Witnefs, The other Forfeiture was b 
like Order raifing Money upon the King’s Subjects coming to the Public 
Markets, at Rates as they were pleafed to tax; which Markets are free for 
all People, and may not be turned into a Fund of Revenue at the Pleafure 
of the Corporation. Thefe Forfeitures were no peccadillo Trifles; but 
fmall or great alters not the Cafe, for it is not Value, but Legality makes 
the Queftion: For the leaft unlawful A is a Forfeiture as truly as the 
greateit, It was enough if thofe Faéts, that were affigned, would not ad- 
mit of any colourable Difpute. The Caufe depended a long Time upon 
the Forms of Special Pleading, in Order to come to proper Iffues, whether 
to the Court by Demurrer or to the Country for Trial; and of all the 
feveral Pleas, Bars, Rejoinders, Rebutters, Surrebutters, &c. the Public 
were made Judges by the Favour of the Prefs that fent them forth in the 
very Words, and an Englifh Tranflation annexed ; which Jargon was con- 
ned over by the common People with wonderful Serioufnefs. There was 
to be feen.the whole Fabric of Oafes’s Plot, and the Cafes of the ee 
nals, 
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nals, particularly the five Lords in the er under Impeachmeit, ready 

tial when the “Parliament fhould meet, which was pleaded in Jufti- 
fication of the libellous Petition: What could refift that powerful Charm? 
Bad learned Counfel could plead in Form a Juftification of a Scandal 
‘upon the King pofted in Print, that knew by Law no Juftification can be 
pleadetl even in a Cafe of Scandalum Magnatum.againt a Peer, And 
when the Law fays exprefly that the King can do no Wrong, how comes — 
it to be lawful or tolerable to accufe him for having done it? But, where 
Faction has to do, every thing muft give Way ; and all, that is for them, is 
regular and juft, and nothing elfe. 

LXIL In fine, the Counfel for the City did not think fit to deny the The Fads not, 
Fadts afligned for the Forfeiture, whereby Iffue might have been joined, denied, and 
and a Trial had to prove them. But, in the Courfe of the efpecial Plead- oe 
“iis, the Fats were confefled by infifting to the Court that the fame did not, only ine 
not amount to a Forfeiture; and in fine, the Ifue was joined to the Court coe 
by Way of Demurrer, which adnyitting the Faéts to be true, Forfeiture, or , 
not, was the only Queftion. This much fhortened the Caufe; for nothing 
was to be done by the Court but to hear Arguments, and, after Confidera- 
tion, to give Judgment, And, accordingly, Time was given to the Coun- 
fel, Term after Term, and folemn prolix Arguments heard twice; and 
then, after a confiderable Time paft, the Court gave Judgment for the 
King ; that the Franchifes fhould be feifed into the King’s Hands. Alt 
which Matters are pundtually, as to Times and Circumftances, publifhed 
in the Print; therefore I refer to them, being not in my Scope, which is. 
chiefly to explain fo much as may diffolve the Author’s fophiftical Libel, 

And that will require fome material Paflages to be more particularly re- 
lated. 

LXIII. And firft, as to the Defence, I did not find that the City Coun- 74. Clearnef& 
fel infifted on any thing materially, that went to the whole Cafe, but only of the Argu- 
this, wz. That a Corporation’ was immortal, and diffolvable only by the Bou ae 
Act of Gop, as by the natural Deaths of all the Members.. But, as to batthe Cafe 
the particular Facts, they faid the Common Council were but the City’s cari’ 
Deputies, and a Principal is not punithable for Crimes of his Deputy;. fo eet eivier 
they might commit any Mifdemeanors, and the City be not the leaft af- 
feéted by it. And, as to their Markets, they had a Cuftom to make Ry- 

Laws, and the Common Council taxed the Market Folks by Way of By- 

Law. This was the Marrow of their Defence ; but it is {pread very thin, 

and, in the Arguments, larded with a World of Quotations, in which the 

other Side were not wanting. For the Counfel for the King at large in- 

fifted that a Corporation is a Franchiie, and, in all the Books and Quo 

Warranto Cafes, paffeth under that Title ; and whatever it is, {t is capable 

of no Amendment but Seifure, It muft be lawlef or feifable; and, for 

\the Notion of Immortality, it is a Chimera of Invention, -abfolutely a 
sOwanger to the Law and the Law-Books, That the Common Council was. 
the 
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the Reprefentative Body of the City Corporaliter Congregati, and the only 
Means by which the-City, as a Corporation, can act extraordinarily to*sind" 
themfelves and all the Members. “And, as for By-Laws, grant all they 
fay, they can extend no farther than to conclude their own Members, “emt 
not to tax the People of England for coming amongft them on their lawfut 
Occafions. But as it heppens in all great Cafes, where Reafon and juftice 
is wanted, a Face of Affurance is the Succedaneum ; fo here, there could 
be no Law fo plain as to convince a Party that the City was in the Wrong 
in any thing, becaufe they were refolved, tight or wrong, it fhould not be 
fo; and if they had Credit with the Vulgar, or Numbers fufficient to 
fuftain a Clamor, it was the fame Thing, in their Account, as if they were 
in the Right. And by their multifarious inventing, and lying, commu- 
nicated, after the Manner of their Policy, to all People, and in all Places 
where they had any Accefs by Party, they went a great Way to poffefs ail 
People that this Proceeding againft London was a tyrannous Project of the 
Court: And if the Occafion, or rather Neceffity, for it, had not been moft 
evident before the Eyes of all Men, they had made very ill Ufe of it as to 
Confequences. But there was then enough of the Church and Loyal Party 
in full Credit at that Time, efpecially Citifens, to ftem that Orage of Fac- 
tion, But yet the Impreffions were not flight; for nothing is fo deceitful 
as popular Opinions of the Vulgar in popular Matters; and there is no- 
thing fo fond in them, which, more or lefs, is not found in fome Perfons’ 
of Quality and Literature eminent in their Time, of whom one would ex- 
pect better. 
whe King’s, LXIV. It is not to be imagined that the King intended the leaft Harm to 
Care of the the City itfelf by this Judgment; and moft of the Citifens of Credit were 
City, butno thereof fatisfied, and ready to have trufted the King ; and they were in the 
ican Right, for the King deceived them in nothing, as will appear. In the firft 
and then a Place, Care was had of the City that the Judgment, pronounced upon the 
Tereren by te Quo Warranto, fhould not be entered upon the Record of the Plea, till his 
‘Lord-Keeper, Majefty’s Pleafure fhould be farther known. This was for Caution, left 
fome Cuftoms or Duties, that depended on the corporate Capacity, might 
fall and not revive upon a Regrant. And it alfo gave the City Time to ad- 
vife among themfelves about renewing their Charter, as might be done with 
-Cgnfirmation of the old, and Grant of fome new Privileges. But, as to 
the governing Part, and the Law, the King required fome Regulations fhould 
be made, for obviating the Recrudefcence of thofe Ignoramus Abufes, for 
the future, that had been fo fcandalous before. And People were generally 
fatisfied it had been their wife(t Courfe to have done it out of Hand, left 
fomewhat might have happened in the Interim to their Prejudice which 
they might“not dream of. But Matters of this Nature, in their proper 
Times, are fo nice that they do not admit of a wife Interpofition of parti- 


cular Perfons of the Body; for if it be the Intereft of a Party to oppofe all 
weafonable Settlement, nothing will be fo liable to Milconion, anda 
be 
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e 
be defamed with ill Language, as the prudent Propofitions, itending 
PaatelVay, will be. Ht is no new nor range Thing, in great Cities, for 
‘Wifdom to be made unpopular and infarhous; therefore the wifeft Citifens 
were baflive, and let Matters drive ; they themfelves going no whit fafter 
han the common Herd. But, after Judgment pronounced, the Common 
‘Council thought fit to agree that an humble Petition thould: be prefented to 
the King. It was conceived in general Terms, begging his Majefty’s Par- 
don and Favour to the diftrefled City. The Lord Mayor, withthe Alder- 
men, waited upon the King with the Petition, and humbly prefented it to 
him at Windfor, And thereupon the Lord Keeper North fignified his Ma- 
jefty’s Pleafure to them in a folemn Speech, which ftates the Condition of 
the whole Affair, with the Reafons, better than I can pretend to do, and as 
~hortly as it can well be expreffed; therefore, although it is in Print more 
than.once, I hall fubjoin it verbatim as it was fpoke Fune 18, 1683. And 
this 1 am more inclined to do, becaufe our Author and I are to have fome 
fharp Words about it, 


« My Lord Mayor, 

LXV. “Tam, by the King’s Command, to tell you; that he hath confi- The Lord 
dered the humble Petition of the City of London, where fo many of the eee ink 
“« prefent Magiftrates, and other eminent Citifens, are of undoubted Loyalty is Words, 
“ and Affection to his Service, that, for their Sakes, bis Majefly will foew the Author 
the City all the Favour they can reafanably defire. pions 
“« It was very long before his Majefty toek a Refolution to queftion their guithed. 
Charter; it was not the feditious Difcouifes in Coffee-Houfes,: the trea- 

fonable Pamphlets and Libels daily publithed and difperfed thence into all 

Parts of the Kingdom, the outragious Tumults in the Streets, nor the 
Affronts of his Courts of Juftice could make him doit. His Majefty had 
Patience till Diforders were grown to that Height, that nothing lefs feemed 

to be defignéd than a Ruin to the Government both in Church and State. 

For the factious Party were not content with the Practice of thefe Info- 

lences, but endeavoured to have. them publicly countenanced by,the Ma- 
giftrates, and, for that End, in all Eleétions, they. ftickled to. choofe 

the moft difaffected into Offices, and carried themfelves with that Heat 

and Violence, that it was a Terror to all fober and difcreet Citifens; and 

the City was fo unhappily divided into Parties, that there was no Likeli® 

hood it could return into Order, fo. lonz.as the factious retained any 

Hopes of procuring the EleGtions of Magiftrates of: their. own Patty, for 

their Impunity. ; ee ben ae 

«It was high Time to put a Stop to this growing Evil «this made it 
neceflary for his Majefty to enquire into their Abufe of Franchifes, that it 
« might be in his Power to make a Regulation fufficient to reftore the City 
\«* to its former good Government. It. was. not for the Punifhment, bnt 
‘emecrly for the Good of the City that the King took this Courfe, And 
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now{ be bath sbtained Sfudgment in a Quo Warranto, it is not bis In- 
tention te prejudice them either in their Properties or Cuftoms, 
left the Entry of the Judgmeht upon Record might have fatal Confe- 
quence to them, his Majefty was fo tender of them, that he aut 
Mr. Attorney to forbear the fame at prefent, that the City might bak 
Time to confider their Condition, . 

« My Lord; ; 
« T muft needs fay the City hath not been fo well advifed to defer’ their 
Application to bis Majefty fo long, even till the Court bath pronounced 
Sudgment ; it had been done with a much better Grace if it-had been 
more early, His Majefty’s Affection -for the City is too great to reject 
their Suit for that Caufe. But, for that Reafon, you will have lefs Time 
to deliberate upon the Particulars the King doth require of you: And in? 
deed there will be little Need of Deliberation; for his Majefty hadh’te- 
folved to make the Alterations as few, and as eafy, as may be confiftent 
with the good Government of the City, and Peace of the Kingdom, 
“ His Majefly requires your Submiffion to thefe Regulations: 
“ 1, That no Lord Mayor, Sherriff, Recorder, Common Serjeant, Town- 
Clerk, or Coroner of the City of London, or Steward of the Buraugh 
of Sotithwark, fhall be capable of, or be admitted to the Exercife of their 
refpettive Offices, before bis Majefty foall have approved them under bis 
Sign Manual. 
“<2, That if bis Majefly foall difapprove the Choice of any Perfon to be 
Lord Mayor, and fignify the fame, under his Sign Manual to the Lord 
Mayor, or in Default of a Lord Mayor, to the Recorder or ‘ses Alder- 
man, the City fhall within. one Week proceed to anew Ghoice; and if 
bis Majefly fhall in like Manner difapprove the fecond Choice, bis Ma- 
jefty may, if be fo pleafe, nominate a Perfon to be Lord Mayor for the 
enfuing Year. 
«3, If bis Majefy fall in like Manner difapprove the Perfons chofen to 
be Sherriffs, or either of them, bis Majefly may appoint Perfons to be Sher- 
riffs for the enfuing Year by Commiffon, if be fo pleafe. 
«4, Neverthelefs the Election of thefe Officers may be according’ to the 
ancient Ufages of the City, with thefe Reftrictions, 
«5. The Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen may, with Leave of his 
Majefty, difplace any Alderman, Recorder, Common Serjeant, Town- 
Clerk, Coroner of the faid City, and Steward of the faid Burough. 
« 6, Upon any Eleétion of any Alderman, if any of the Perfons,. that 
fhall be prefented to the Court of Aldermen by the Ward, fhall be ad- 
judged un&t; upon fuch Declaration by the faid Court, the Ward fhall 
proceed to the Choice of other Perfons in the Room of fuch, or fo many 
of them as are fo difapproved, and if the Court fhall difapprove fuch — 
fecond Choice, they may appoint in their Room, 
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piel, Majeity will geant according to tKe ufual Methgd, unle{s upon ‘ex- 
as ane Occafions, when his Majdfty hall think it neceffary for his 
“© Setvice. 
‘ «© Thefe Matters are to be fettled in fuch Manner, as fhall be approved 
“« by his Majefty’s Attorney and Solicitor General and Counfel learned in 
« the Law. 
+ « My Lord Mayor, 
« Thefe Regulations being made, his Majefty will not only pardon the 
Profecution, but confirm the Charter in {uch Manner as may be con- 
fiftent with them. 
« The City ought to look upon this as a great Condefcenfion on his 
~ Majefty’s Part, it being but in the Nature of a Refervation of a {mall 
©. Part of what is already in his Power by the Judgment, and of thofe 
«¢ Things which conduce as much to their own Good and Quiet as to his 
Service. If the City fthould look gpon it with another Eye, and Neglect 
«* a fpeedy Compliance, yet his Majefty hath done his Part, and demon- 
© ftrated his Affection to the City by giving them this Opportunity. And 
if there fhall be any heavy Confequence of this Judgment, which it will 
«« behoove you well to confider, the Fault will lie at their Door in whofe 
* Power it now is te bting this Matter to.an happy Conclafion. 
«© My Lord Mayor, 2h) 0 7. owt ets oS pt BR ke 
“ The Term draws near ‘an End, and. Midfummer-Day és at? Hand, 
« quben fome of the Officers ufe to be chofen; whereof bis Majefy will re- 
“ ferve the Approbation; therefore it is bis Mujefty’s Pleafurt thdt you re- 
“<“turn to the City and confult the Common Council that be’ may: fpeedily 
“ know your Refolution hereupon, and accordingly give bis Direttions.: That’ 


© 


“ 


a3 


“ you may fee the King is in Earneft, and the Matter is not capable of 


“ Delay, I am commanded to let you know that be hath given Order to 
“ bis Attorney General to enter up ‘fudgment on Saturday next, unlefs you 
“ prevent it by your Compliance in all thefe Particulars,” 


LXVI. The whole Speech thus lying.open before us, I fhall demonftfate’ 
that the Author hath moft difingenuoufly and fhamefully, not’ only left 
out but, perverted. to Libel his Majefty’s moft gracious Regards for the 
Good and Welfare of the City, by obferving fome Matters; and firft his 
Note upon what was declared at pronouncing the Judgment, that by the 
King's {pecial Order, the Judgment was not to be entered till farther Order. 
Now, fays he, this was generally looked upon to make the Citifens refign their 
own Liberties, inftead of being condemned to a Deprivation of them. Here is 
Poifon gathered from a Flower, that is conftruing a gracious /Tendernefs, 
which I can affirm knowingly to be truly and really fuch, to be a treacherous 

. Wile; and without the leaft Symptom of Evidence to prove what he fays. 
4s. both foolifh and falfe: For the Condemnation was perfect by the 
= , 4L2 Judgment 


~ « 9, The Juttices of the Peace to be by the King’s Bearer which: 
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Judgment ee but the Confequences of the Judgment, recorded, 
concerned only the Gity, and not the King: Nay, the King, and alfoeckc 
People in general, might have gainéd by either a Devolution or Extin ion 
of fome Payments, whereof the Right difcontinued, but an Hour, ‘were 
irrecoverably loft to the City. And the Care of thofe, and that it might 
be in his Majefty’s Power entirely to redintegrate the City, whofe-Dimi- 
nution in any Thing he did not defire, they behaving themfelves dutifully, 
was the true Reafon of the Sufpenfion. And this Piece of Malicé is 
fcreened under if was looked upon, that is by fuch as faw with libellous 
Spectacles, that tincted all Objects according to their Colour. 
APaffige of | LXVII. Then he has left out al} the introductory Part of the Speech, 
-the Specch — which fhews the Neceflity, Integrity, and good Will of the King in his 
Peteae, Proceeding: But one muft excufe him, for that was none of his Bufinefs, 
mottfubtilely; But he finds another Reafon for the Sufpenfion. Thus he brokenly ftates 
bade dh it in: Words of the Speech, That though the King bad obtained fudgment, 
Introduétion, it was not bis Intent to prejudicethem in their Properties or Cuftoms. 
The malicious Tendency of this Sentence is not obvious; but it confifts in 
this, that the King knew the Judgment itfelf was a Prejudice, that is a 
Wrong, to the City in their Properties and Cuftoms, We are, by his 
Text, to underftand the Matter fo, although nothing can be more alien in 
Senfe, than that is, to the Purport of the Speech, But the Metamorphofis 
is dexteroufly made, by a petit Alteration of the Word Though put in the 
Place of Now. Which ought to be well attended to; for the Now, as it is 
in the Speech, looks forward, and cafts the Reference from the Judgment 
upon the Confequences: That is, the King is poffeffed, but is willing to quit 
allto them upon their Compliance, and attends their Anfwer, But Though 
refers back to the Proceedings before the Judgment, even to the firft Pro- 
cefs, and refts upon the Judgment itfelf as injurious, &c. if it took Place; 
and fo makes the King purge himfelf, as faying he did not mean them fuch 
an Injury as the Judgment was, or, which is the fame Thing in his Senfe 
as Injury, that is Prejudice. The Speech means that the City were warned 
not to let fuch a Prejudice run (fince the King had his Judgment) by pre- 
venting the Entry; but the Author means that the King owned, by his 
Keeper, that, if he did enter Judgment, it was a Prejudice; which, being 
in Properties and Cuftoms, that is Rights, muft mean Wrong and Injury, 
as I faid before. 
The Reafon- _. LXVII, Another Cafe of the Author’s Ingenuity is his carrying the Con- 
ablenefs of ditions no farther than N°3, whereas they go on to Ne 7; and the very next, 
the King’s that is Ne 4, thews that the Elections were left to the common Ufages of 
of Officers” the City, And_the reft thews the Difpotition touching the Lord Mayor 
of Govers- and Aldermen’s Authority in the Placing of Officers of an inferior Rank. 
the Author’s 19 fhort, thé King referved only an Approbation of thofe Officers that are 
Supprefions named N°s, which he might, if he faw Caufe, reject, if the City, or a 
of the far prevailing Faction there, fhould, as formerly they had done, choofe Mes 
the Specch, “Who 
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who were the declared Enemies of his Perfon, Authority and Government. 
nhead if it be faid, would not this be to impofe Officers upon the City arbi- 

tragily? I anfwer, would it not be dtherwife worfe, for a Fa@ion’ in the 

City to impofe Officers upon the Crown arbitrarily ? But fuppofe it to be 
: the City itfelf, and not only, as here it was, a Faction ; if it muft be one or - 

other, I defire to know whofe Truft is greateft? The King’s or their's? And 

on which Side the Impofing ought to fall? On the Governors or the Cities, 

that, like the reft of Englend (whofe County Sherriffs are nominated by the 

King) are to be governed? Whatever Truft is repofed in them, is for the 

Sake of Government, which is the Truft of the Crown fo far delegated to 

them; and then, if one muft have Power to impofe, the Principle or Dele- 

gate, which ought in common Reafon and Decency to be? And it is to be 

noted that all the Offices, fubject to this Approbation, are thofe that belong 
. to Government. Other Offices, that belong to the City Revenues and pri- 
vate OEconomy, as the Chamberlain, Sword-Bearer, &c. are all left free 
and untouched; but no Notice is y our Author taken of that Part of the 
Speech. And as to Impofing, which the fa@tious Talkers fo much exagge- 
rated, there was nothing but a Republican Cant in it, that carries all Things ; 
to Extremity; fuch as Ages upon Ages may not produce; whereas the Evil 
to be cured is frequent, and now flagrant, It is to be confidered that the. 
Crown, for Reafons apparent enough, would never be apt to give the City 
Offence ; nor would the Power of Approbation be exercifed by a Refufal of 
any whom all the World would not fay were neceflary to be refufed; and 
the City itfelf, well knowing of that Power, would never be troubled with 
Faction fo much as to labour Elections fit to be rejected. Therefore all 
thofe Pretences againft agreeing with the King, with which the Faétion 
blinded the Eyes of, and dared, the honeft Citifens from appearing for it, 
were no better than Republican Fucus. And the Author is yet himfelf, for 
there are two Claufes in the Speech, very material as to demonftrating 
his Majefty’s Candor, which he hath wholly left out, and given no minute 
Account of them or the Matter. Ido not reiterate them here; but that they 
may be obvicus in the Reading, and to fhew in the main that the Author 
hath fupprefled every Thing that looks fair upon the Crown, and extracted 
all that, with the Complement of his Art, might look ill or tyrannical, as 
he thinks, I have put all his Extra@ts of the Speech in a diftin@ Charaéter,’ 
which, compared with the Whole, fhews how better and worfe may be 
counterchanged if fuch Liberties are allowed, 

. LXIX. But this Author of our’s is not content to cull and fupprefs to He fallifesa 
ferve hislibellous Purpofe, but directly falfifes. For Example, the Speech, cae 
taking Notice of the better Grace, if more early, fays, ——s——‘* That his licioufly 1 he 
* Majefty’s Affection for the City is too great to reject their Suit for that tould-have 
*« Caufe,” that is for the tardy Application. This I think is plain Exglifh, foe 
But how is it with him? However his Majefty would not reject their Suit Page 408. 
ff they agreed upon the Particulars the King now required of them. This 
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is Englifb too, but ‘no Part of the Lord Keeper’s Speech. For the Claufe 
imported 4 Declaration of the King’s Affection for the’City fo much, thee 
however by might juftly have teker Diftafte at their not applying till Judg- 
ment againft them was pronounced, yet out of Affection, he would excufe 


. them fo far; whereupon the Matter, in his Majefty’s Intentions, was the 
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fame as if they had applied at firft, and not given any Occafion of Offence. 
But here the Author finks all that, and reprefents the King as higgling to 
make a Bargain with them, or throwing out to invite them to purchafe his 
Pardon by accepting the Terms; as if he were wheedling them, and the 
Law had done nothing at all. Such a Maulkin doth he make of Majefty in 
this Affair! But all is of a Piece; none can fay the Author is nen compos, 
for, in this new Work of his, he is never befide himfelf, that is in his De- 
fign, which is perpetual Libel. But, in his Method of proceeding, he is a 
very Proteus; for he could. on fome Occafions, as to give a true State of the 
Nation, bring in two hideous long Speeches verbatim becaufe they were all 
partial and fideling, Crab-wife, to his Nde: But here a Speech, that {tates 
the Dealing of the Sovereign with the great City of London upon a Seifure 
of all their Franchifes, than which a greater Crifis hath fcarce happened in 
any Reign, muft be mangled, depraved, tranfpofed, and altered in Matter and 
Form, to ferve a falfe Turn, An Hiftorian would have efteemed it an Ori-+ 
ginal of greateft Value in fuch an Incident, to accomplith his Relation, by 
giving it, fo material as every Period of it was, in the very Words, or (af- 
feéting Brevity) a full and true Extraét of the Senfe of it; but an Hiftorian 
and a Libeller are as different as Hawk and Buzzard. 

LXX. Another fcandalous Concealment of the Author, is the whole 
Train of Confequences upon this Scifure. He {ays indeed that the Common 
Council determined by a Majority of eighteen Voices to fubmit to the King’s 
Order of Regulations. ‘The proper Wording fhould have been to the King’s 
Offer of Regulations ; but he thinks the other looks more tyrannous, And, 
as to what was done afterwards for the City, and the Authority and Honour 
of it, and how evenly and fairly Matters were carried for conferving the 
Rights and fupporting the Splendor of the City Government, and how well 
generally the Citifens were fatisfied with it, no one Syllable in all this Com- 
pleat Hiffory. But only in a Corner, in his annual Lift of Court Prefer- 
ments, with their Taggs, extracted from the Gazette, he has crouded in 
the Commiffions granted by the Crown to the Lord Mayor and Sherriff, 
as if they had got good Places; but nothing of the Nature and Frame of 
the City Government eftablithed upon this Seifure. And what of it is put 
here, looks as if it had been fet out of the Way on Purpofe that Nobody 
fhould ftumbleeupon it; and indeed, in the Midft of fuch a Catalogue of 
Courfe, I had almoft overlooked it. And no Wonder if Paffages, in fuch 
Mafquerade, efcape one’s Notice; and, if it had been flipt over, he muft 
have blamed his own Ataxy in the Difpofition; for I purpofe to do-him 


full Right in every Circumftance, It féems that the City had, bythe - 


f 
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Common Council, fabmitted, but the Renewal of the Charter’ was not pro- 
rfesuted effeQually; which might proceed. partly from the goodyCondition 
the City was maintained in by the Crown, of which I am abowt to fpeak, 
and, partly, hecaufe it was a Bufinefs that, for the Mifconftruction which the 
Faction caft upon every Thing tending that Way, few cared to be forward 
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in: And many thought it might ftay for fome more propitious Time, no 


Hurt coming in the Interim to the City. 

LXXI. Now fome would, in fuch a Cafe, expe& to hear that the Cour- 
tiers divided the City Revenues amongft them ; and that no Order, Proper- 
ty, or Content, was left to the Public in London; as if the Town had been 
taken, or dealt with as Princes ufe when they mulé their Towns, that are 
contumacious, and, falling under their Power, flight their Favours and 
Condefcentions to them, in great Sums of Money or Ranfom. For who 

-could have oppofed the King’s fetting up of an Exchequer for the Reve- 
nues, formerly, of the City, or granting a Commiffion, as upon an Efcheat 
to the Crown? But fo far from ths, that no Citifen, moft acquainted with 
the public Bufinefs and Forms of the City, much lefs Strangers, by any 
Thing appearing, or done, after the Seifure, could poflibly (not knowing 
what had paft) imagine that the Order and Model of the Government there 
was any Way changed from what it was before the Seifure. For there was 
the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, Sword-Bearer, Town-Clerk, Cham- 
berlain, and all inferior Officers and Attendance, juft as before. And the 
Revenues of the City were collected and paid into the Chamber, and iffued 
again to the proper Ufes, without the Diverfion of a Farthing; only all 
this was done by Virtue of a Royal Commiffion, as before by a Royal 
Charter, co-operating with the ancient Cuftoms of the City, As for In- 
ftance: The chief Magiftrate, whether by the Name of Portreve, Cuftos, 
or Mayor, was elder than the Corporation. The Sherriffs were appointed 
by Commiffion, as in other Counties: The Aldermen of the Wards were 
eftablifhed by Commiffion like that of the Peace, And, by thefe Means, all 
the Authorities of the Law and Government, as well as for the Difpofition 
of the City Revenues, fubfifted as effectually as when the Corporation itfelf 
fubfifted ; and the external Appearance was in all Refpeéts the fame; which 
was an unfpeakable Content to the good Citifens, and created fuch a Truft 
in the King, fo far as his Perfon and Authority needed, they Would have 
trufted any Thing in his Hands. They faw there was as much Care taken 
of the City, as a Father could take of a Child, and all the Counfel and 
Skill of the Court, not without confulting and Conference with the moft va- 
luable Citifens, was ufed fincerely for that End; and all this, as was de- 
clared, for‘the Sakes of thofe worthy Citifens, as had been gminently loyal. 
But it feems to me that all this Lenity to the Citifens was an,Impediment 
to the Renewal of the Charter, as might have been fued out in that Reign; 
but, when all the Revenues went in the old Channel, and_no Prejudice like 

te 
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to accrue, the City procraftinated the doing of it, waiting, (as I fuppofe) for 
: Accident to fave them:that Trouble, as did really happen. 
The Author LXXIL ‘But what fays our Compleat Hifterian? Lofs of their Li-. 
Teen) at berries, evident Violation of Liberty and Property, Good lack! When 


tyrannous and 4 Man is fued at Law for a Trefpafs, and a Judgment is had againft him 

















rice of for Damages, and the Bailiffs come with an Execution and take his Kettle, 
; Pay : SOs ; argent : : 
Samal Lofs of bis Kettle And if a Man forfeits his Recognifance in the 


appear. Nature of a Statute Staple, and there comes a Capias fi Laicus levare and 
: Extent all together ——-Violation of Liberty and Property. Here’s the Au- 
thor’s politico-legal Skill! But we have heard much, and are ‘not to forget 
that, about this Part of his Book, he hath occafion to coin fomewhat ex- 
traordinary to varnith over fome parlous Meafures (as he words it, but the 
Law terms High Treafon) which are drawing up againft him in Battel Rangee 
to overturn all his Endeavours, if he cannot get fomewhat Mobbifh to make — 
Head againft it; and, for that Purpofe, nothing like fuch Ejaculations as . 
thofe Sentences are; no matter for Senfe» Truth, or Foundation; out with 
it, fomething will ftick. I wonder which of his Spirits taught him that go- 
ing to Law was a Violation of Property. Some fuch familiar Spirit might 
have difclofed to him what the Grievances, ifany, were in the Proceedings ; 
but the Regularity of them was vindicated, to the Satisfaction of all Man-~ 
kind, by the Prefs which laid every Inftance, from Time to Time, before 
them. And the fame Diable might have enabled him to tell us what fecret 
Corruption was in the Bufinefs, If the Judges were {candalous, ignorant, 
or any Way unfit, the Nation had rang of it. But all this is not full enough, 
the Author muft find fomewhat elfe to fay. 
Hemottign. - LXXIII. He obferves the Court had no Way to get a Power over the 
rantly tacks Sheriffs, but by taking away the Charter; which may be true if he had 
Confequences- nfed the Law Term of Seifing inftead of taking away; for the latter doth 
not imply a legal Procefs, as the other doth, but rather a violent or torti- 
ous Taking. As ifa Man, by Judgment, levies 2 Debt upon my Goods, 
to fay he executed his Judgment is true, but that he took away my Goods, 
without more, is falfe, But, as to this Power over the Sherriffs, which once 
effedted would not only give the Court Advantage te make a Common Half_, 
is Nonfenfe ; for the Sherriffs, as Officers, have nothing to do with the Li- 
very, Conimon Hall, or Corporation, more than with a Commiffion of 
Affife and Niff Prius, &c. They are Minifters of the Law, and bound to 
attend the chief Magiftrate ; and had been the fame, if the City had no 
Privilege of nominating them, but they had come in by the ordinary Shrie- 
val Commiffion, as in other Counties. Both Ways, Charter and Commit- 
_ fion, the Office is exaétly the fame. And I marvel what put it in the Author's 
Head to fet the Sherriffs upon making a Common Hall! I make no Doubt 
but, if the Body of the City, duly for fuch Purpoie aflembled, fhould order 
the Poll to be taken by the Common Serjeant, and not by the Sherritts, it 
mutt be fo; though it is confeffed the latter are more fit, becaufe it a atu-, 
multuous 
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“multuous Bufinefs, and they are Confervators armed to keep the King’s 

Pesce, But opema Gap for making an Houfe of Commons too) Won- 

derful Ignorance! For, if London be a Gap, the great Doors in ak England 

are open to lef in this fuppofititious Houfe of Commons; for doth not the 

King arbitrarily appoint all the Sherriffs of all Counties, fave one, and a 

few Cities? And yet we have not found that the Crown could ever make 

an Houfe of Commons, nor ever will, by that Means, although the Sher- 

riffs of London and Middlefex were appointed in the fame Manner. But 

If the City could not bold ber own by Law, —— Petitio ejufdem Rei 
cujus petitur Diffolutio. What determines own but the Law? Put it thus; 
If a ftrong Thief cannot hold his owz (ftolen Goods) by Law, then all ieffer 
Pilferers muft truckle. So this worthy Hypothefis concludes. 7 

LXXIV. The Author touches the Forfeitures en ridicule, and fneeringly ii 
-ealls them two heinous Crimes, no worfe than thefe, Admitting them 7 
to have been Peccadillos, although, in Truth, they were heinous Crimes, con-e:! 
what is that to the Parpofe? He is to learn fome Law; though, by Fits, 
he {ets up for a great deal; as that a good Lawyer will choofe a Trifle, of 
a Fact that is plain and clearly proved, to affign for a Breach of a Condi- 
tion, though there are other Matters of greater Value that are not fo pundu- 
ally terminated: So the leaft Offence forfeits a Franchife equally with the 
greateft, as was faid before. But I have a main Sufpicion we fhall have foul 
Play about thefe forfeiting Faéts, when we come at them, The firft he 
fays was they made an Addre/s to the King for the Parliament to fit to re- 
drefs Grievances, A Man is a ftrange Falfary that writes Matters of Faé, 
and hath a public Record, and that printed over and over again, to confute 
him; and from fuch Authority here I affirm this Allegation of the For- 
feiture to be falfe, It was not the Petition, but the Libel and Defamation 
of the King in Public, though fhaped under the Form of a Petition, that 
was the Crime, A bare Petition ordercd and prefented, though in Terms as 
here is expreffed, had been no Crime at all, and had never been alledged, 
But take here the very Words of the Libel extraéted from the Petition. 
« Your Petitioners are extremely furprifed at the late Prorogation, where- 
“ by the Profecution of the public Juftice of the Kingdom, and the making 
“ neceflary Provifions for the Prefervation of your Majefty and your Pro- 
“ teftant Subjeéts, hath received Interruption,” That is, the King*had fcan- 
datoufly broke the Truft of his Government, which, by the Party Lawsof 
that Time, forfeited his Crown and Dignity to his Superiors, thofe that af- 
fected, for treafonable Purpofes, to be called the People, He could not for 
his Life fay true that it was not the Petition, but the libellous Part of it, 
that gave the Offence, for then he had wanted the popularsChime of Pe- . 
tition, —— Parliament, Grievances, which are to ftang for Senfe, : 
Truth, Wifdom, and every Thing, A oe m 
LXXV. What comes next? 2. Ike City had raifed Money towards re- which the 
epairing Cheaptide Conduit, ruined by the Fire of London. What fignifies Money was 
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e 
the Ufe, for which the Money was raifed, if they had no Power to raife™ 
it? And (was it nothing for the Common Council of London to tax the Pez 
ple of England coming to their Markets, which by Law were Free, as ovhene . 
ate, paying the ufual and reafonable Toll? They might as well have taxed * 
the People that came in and out at their Gates, over the Bridge, or that 
walked the Streets, But obferve how much the King’s Counfel were*in the 
Right in pitching upon thefe two Fats for the Forfeitures; for here a fer- 
pentine Author would wind from under, but cannot plainly controvert 
them: And, for this laft, he hath a rare Subterfuge; for he throws out an 
empty Bubble to detain you from fixing an Eye upon the Matter, that is 
the Ufes for which the Money was illegally raifed; a Thing never appearing 
in the Reafoning of the Caufe, and nothing at all to the Purpofe. Then 
he quarrels that there were no more than two folemn Arguings; (he is a 
good Friend to the Lawyers) but pretends not but there were full Time alew 
lowed them to be prepared; and then to fay that two Arguments was not 
enough, or all that any Suitor can exped, or, at any Time (unle(s the Judges 
‘are in Doubt and defire it) happens, is ignorant and ridiculous. 
Senfelefi Ob-  LXXVI, But now comes a wife Sentence. The Yudgment was obferved 
ae to be firange and unwarrantable, for it was without any Reafons given. 
gaveno Rea- Where doth this profound Lawyer find that a Sentence declared, without 
fone wach is Reafons given, is not warrantable? Or whether Reafons or no Reafons make 
“ee any Difference in the Behaviour of the Judges, as if they did not do Right 
in judging according to Law without Reafons given? Not long fince, a great 
Chief of the Law gave a Judgment in his Court touching a Cafe of Nobi- 
lity, and was urged, in an higher Tribunal, to give his Reafons why he 
gave that Judgment; whereto he conformed, faying, that rhe Reafin, why 
be gave Sudgment for the Defendant, was that he was fatisfed in bis Con- 
Science that the Law was for him. The Form of the Court is Confidera- 
tum eft per Curiam quod, &c. and faying that the Plaintiff muft have his 
Judgment, is as warrantable as if it were done with fix Hour’s Talk. Now 
his for is a wife one. Every Student knows that the Arguing of the Judges, 
in giving Judgnient, is for the pure Sake of Learning, for the Benefit of the 
Bar and Students of the Law, and to appear candid to them to whofe Ca- 
pacity it is directed, and not for any Authority to the Judgment. But the 
Cafe here was that the Party Men attended, with their Short-hand Writers 
at’ their Elbows, to take what might incauteloufly (if any Thing fhould fo) 
flip from the Mouths of the Judges, for Matter of Accufation ; and they 
were, in great Meafure, fruftrated of that. But I have often had Caufe to 
fufpect the Author’s Truth, when he reaches out fo far for nothing, and do 
therefore guefsethat, after all, very good Reafons were given by the Judges; 
and whoever will look upon the Print, may be fatisfied. Mr. Juftice Fones, 
the Chief Judge in the Abfence of the Chief Juitice Saunders (who had been 
apoplectic) for the whole Court, pronounced the Judgment with Reafons 
and Authorities cited, which were material but fhort; and that gave the 
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__ Offence, becapfe they affurded no Handles of Caption or Crimination. I 
fhall fubjoin the very Words of that venerable Judge, as, by the Supervi- 
-“fion of the Party Lawyers, they are printed. He faid 4 

4s EXXVII 1. © That a Corporation aggregate might be feifed, that the The Reafons 

« Statute 28¢Edw. II, cap. 310, is exprefs that the Franchifes and Liberties ae 
of the City, upon fuch Defects, fhall be taken into the King’s Hands, clared the _ 
That a Body politic may offend and be pardoned, appears by the general ements 2 
Article of Pardon, 12 Car. I], whereby Corporations are pardoned all Capes Oe 
Crimes.and Offences: And the Aét for regulating Corporations 13 Car. II. 

«<-which provides that no Corporation fhall be avojded for any Thing by 

them mifdone, or omitted to be done, fhews alfo that their Charters may 
be avoided for Things by them mifdone, or omitted to be done. 

2.“ That the Exadction and taking Money by a pretended By-Law, 
was Extorfion, anda Forfeiture of the Franchife of being a Corporation. 
3. “ That the Petition was fcandalous and libellous, and the waking and 
publifhing it a Forfeiture. 

4. “ That the A@ of the Comfnon Council was the A&t of the Corpo- 
ration. 

5. That the Matter, fet forth in the Record, did not excufe or avoid 
thefe Forfeitures fet forth in the Replication, 

6. “ That the Information was well founded. 

« And thereupon Judgment was given for the King, by the Opinion of 
the whole Court.” But fhall an Author have Credit in any Thing, that 
is bold to fay, untruly, that it was without any Reafons given? 

LXXVIIL But now, fays the Author, it was dy two Judges only. Thele ye pintes the 
are hedge Obje€tions. When nothing can be faid againft the Matter, they fall Number of 
upon the Manner, and in Circumftances not material. It were a dainty edt 
Government that could pleafe thofe that are refolved not to be pleafed, or prefent; and 
obviate Objections that are of nothing at all! But ftill I fufpect our Au- ree f 
thor is not true. Saunders was abfent indeed, about which the Author jhe chiet Io. 
hath a Tale, vz, that he faid why do you trouble me that you know have loft tice'sOpinwn 
my Memory? But it feems that in open Court, two Judges (as they declare) (:otear). 
at,his Defire, reported his Opinion to be for the Judgment; and this the 
Author thinks to enervate with a Tale for which he hath no Authority. 
Whether fhall we believe, the Judges upon their Duty and Oaths, ora chi- 
meric Inference from his Story? But here it is ufually fo; wien the Fa@ 
cannot be proved or difproved, fome enigmatic Sentence is brought forth, 
from whence a Reader of himfelf fhall be inclined to fuppofe it, The Au- 
thor could not touch upon the like Calamity that fell upon the Lord Chief 
Juftice Hales before he gave Judgment for Bernardifton againft Soams ; 
though his Lordthip was deplorably altered from what heewas: For, from 
the moft temperate Judge that ever fat, he became the meft impotently 
paffionate that ever was feen. Thefe Things are fcarce decent, or fit to be 
remembered, but the Author’s grofs Partiality forces it from me. Obferve 
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afterwards a Reafon the Author gives for the reporting the Opinion of the~ 
Chief Juftice concurrent’ with theirs prefent; than which nothing is more-. 
ufually done on like Occafions in Weftminfter-Hall, To confirm, lays. he 
their own SFudgment by better Authority than their own; this is falfe, for 
the better Authority was in Court, though the Chief was abfent. As for 
the Folly of the Remark, I think no Words need be {pent upon its But 
ftill we Jofe our Labour, for the very Faét, that leads to all this in our 
Author, is falfe; that is ws Judges only, for there was Sones, Withins, and 
Raymond, See the Force of Libel, that can make three become but two, 
I thall hére conclude thefe Notes, about the uo Warranto againft the City 
of London, with recommending to the Curious (in Law Matters at leaft) the 
Reading of the long Arguments of this Cafe, as they are reported in Print, 
for there will be Diverfion, as well as Learning, in obferving fome Points 
maintained ; as that the Common Council were not the Body, but Deputies,- . 
that Corporations are immortal; and diverfe other ftrange Tenets for uphold. 
ing the Argument on the City’s Side. Which fhew that importunate People 
will affirm any Thing, toferve Turns, though never fo fenfelets ; hoping fome, 
that underftand little, or are very willing, will give credit upon their Au- 
thority: And, if Juftice muft ftay till fuch Importunes are fatisfied, there’s 
ane plus ultra of all Law. 
His Appeal to LX XTX. It would make one Grin to obferve the Author’s Come-off from 
Iorcen” this and the reft of the Charters in this Time; which he hath moft Hifto- 
five of the rically contrived to do by fubjoining a Piece of that foul Libel that I gave 
Whole. a Cenfure of before, and now ftands bare-fac’d in his Compleat Hiftory, Ve 
was penned with all the Venom, the Wit of an enraged and exploded Fac- 
tion could invent, and in Words utter. This Method of Hiftoriography is 
without Example among civilifed Nations; and, however barbarous Ages 
may be valued for Precedents of the like, the Brafs will not be found in 
them that fhines here. Our ordinary Anecdotarians make ufe of Libels, but 
do not declaredly tranfcribe and ingraft them into their Text, as our Hyper- 
bolift hath done here, and in numerous other Places of his Book, But he 
feems to rejoice in this, which comes up to the Height of his Ambition in 
figurative Scandal upon his late Sovereign, and the Miniftry of that Time, 
fo much that, upon the Strength of his own Wit or Courage, he did not 
dare to attempt half fo high. I do not mean out of any Fear of his Per- 
fon, for that is infconfed, but of Infamy, which he is forward to deferve, 
‘but loth to fuffer; and therefore deals forth his Merda by the Hirelings of 
the Times, that he might not ftink in all Companies, and fo be found out 
by thofe that otherwife do not know him. Elfe why doth he not fpeak for 
himéelf and ftand to it? Then the Abufe of Religion and Scripture, moft 
Atheiflically held forth in this Excerpt of a Libel, had been all his own; 
and the Scandal had been carried on by the Strength of his own Genius, 
So in the full Joy of this fine Piece of Property Libel I leave him, and pafs 
On « 
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‘on to other Matters which he fupplies fo copioutly, I think I thall never 
have done with hin : f 
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» LXXX. I cannot pafs by a marginal Index, which points to a Lift of Hard and ar- 


hard and arbitrary Judgments, as the Author calls them ; and why nota 
Lift alfo of good and righteous Judgments? For fure the Time afforded 
fome ¢ and it had been but equal to have fhewed them as well as others, 
The Reafon of which Partiality hath been given clearly enough already, 
viz Apology to be dreffed up to palliate the intended Rebellion, difcovered 
at the Rye, which a reverend Perfon (on an unhappy Occafion) termed 
fome Stirs. But now I am concerned about the Juftice of his Method of 
Writing. He fills a few Columns with concife Accounts of diverfe Cafes 
of Perfons queftioned, and fome punifhed, for Mifdemeanors, being there- 
of degally convict. And here is his Notion of hard and arbitrary; but it is 
“anly when the poor Sufferers are of his Party. It was not fo in the Time 
of Oates; then all the Condemnations were the Juftice of the Nation, againft 
the leaft of which no Man durft whifper. I looked over thefe Cafes, as 
any one elfe may do, and, by any Thing he fhews, could not difcover the 
Circumftances of them. It muft be a nice Report that verifies his Index 
againft the Juftice of a Nation. No Hiftorian’s Word will be taken fum- 
marily to that Purpofe, without alledging how and in what. Shall the 
Public Adminiftration of the Laws be defamed as tyrannous and oppref- 
five, againft the unimpeached Authority of the Judges that aét upon Oath, 
on no better Ground than this Man’s Dixit? Efpecially when it ftinks of a 
Faction? I fhall inftance but in one or two of thefe ‘Cafes; the firft is that 


of Holloway, for the Treafon of the Rye Plot. He confeffed the whole- 


Crime at large, as, in the Print before his Trial, appears. This is a Choak- 
Pear to the Author ; and he can come off it no better than by faying that 
be feemed to confefs, and juft fo he feemed to be hanged. 

LXXXI. Diverfe Things in his Confeilion were very remarkable; as that 
he was for taking off the King, and letting the Duke of York alone, de- 
caufe, fays he, the latter, owning his Religion, was the bonefter Man of 
the two, Such ftrange Impreffions had Faétion made upon the Minds of 
thefe deluded People. There is the Duke of York's AGion upon the Statute 
de Scandalis Magnatum, with the Words themfelves, which indeed, for 
the good Sound and Relifh of them, the Author has given us exprefly ; and 
they are fuch as, according to the ordinary Meafures of thofe Cafes, -no 
Damages could come up to. There are inferted the Cafes of Braddon and 
Speak for Subornation, the Rioters in the City, the Arrefters of the Lord 
Mayor, and the like; all for facts, heinous in the Way of Sedition and 
Treafon, which, any where in the World but in England. had met with 
a different Ufage: For the King extended his Mercy to diverfe. as, for In- 
flance, to one Rofewell, a Non-Con Teacher, convi&t of High Treafon. 


But fuch Matters on the King’s Side, that, in the Author’s own Senfe, are- 


- accounted good, though, at that Time, many were of a different Opinion, 
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ate by him entirely fuppreffed, left any Honour fhould redound to’ his 

page 423. Majefty; “but, inftead tliereof, he tells us that the whole Hiffory of the . 
Year was nothing but Profecutions and Penalties, and fo, with a judicia 
Authority, he fums up his Evidence. If there was more Work for the 
Law at that Time than ufual, it is no Wonder at all; for Zgnoramus had 
dammed up the Avenues to it for diverfe Years, and then, at the firft open- 
ing a Gap, the Current will run fharper. But it fo fell out that that un- 
happy Obftruétion made Offenders ; for they practifed Treafon, and Sedi- 
tion unguarded, relying on the Security of Ignoramus; and, after that Bar- 
ricade removed, they lay expofed. 





CHAP. IX 
Vindication of the Proceedings of Kiag Charles Il. 


The Author I, UT now we draw towards a Conclufion of this Reign; which re- 
is tacking the membered makes the Ink thick, and Tears apter to flow than the 
King about to 


fer up the. Pen to caft, But the Author's Concern is only for his dear Duke of Mox- 
Duke of Mor youth who was abfent, having fled, for the Guilt of the Rye Treafon, into 
aan Holland, the Afylum of Life and Liberty. And he accounts the King’s laft 
him. Ajutter Sicknefs fatal, but to what? Not, as in Truth in the End it was, to the 
Notion of the Nation and all its Welfare, but in preventing his Majefty’s kind Intentions 
ourt then. 4 bis beloved Son. By which Sentence we muft underftand that he was to 
have been fet up for a Succeffor againft the Duke of Yore; a Thing the 

King, however preffed, never dreamt of yielding to; as, by the Oxford 
Pamphlet, fet forth before, is demonftrated. But, whether there were any 

other Kind Intentions towards him, or no, I will not be concerned to fay. 

But one Thing I know, which is that the King began to grow weary of 

the Importunities of fome who had drawn him a little forth beyond the 

Lines which his late faithful Miniftry, by their Counfel and the good Ef 

feéts of it, had manifefted to him to be the Intrenchment of his Safety and 
Profperity ; which was a rigorous Adherence to the Laws, without fwerving 

for Favour or Diftin@tion. Some fuch Perfons, upon this new Profperity 

of the Court, had crept into. a Sort of Credit with his Majefty (I mean 

Seffries, Sunderland, and Butler) making it their Bufinefs to depreciate the 

Lord Keeper North, who fingly by himfeif ftood firm to the true Intereft 

of the King and Kingdom at that Time, and to thwart all his Counfels and 
Miniftratiogs. It was Grievance enough that Perfons, fo well underftood, 

fhould neftle fo near the King; whereupon fome unlucky Steps taken at 

Court, imputed to them (proper to be dilated in another Defign) and the 

like, or qworte, expected to follow, had infallibly fpoiled the next Parlia- 


ment, ; 
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ment; unle(s'the King, by fome grofs Change of rs new Meafures, fhould 
not prevent or avert*the ill Confequences. And He could not but find that 
pis Bufinefs was retrograde, his Perfon and Mind troubled with Importuni- 
ties that werg difagreeable, the Underftandings of thefe Pfeudo-Statefmen 
ever confident, or rather defperate. All which Inconveniences called for a 
confiderable Change in his Court; and I verily believe that, if he had lived: 
fome Months longer, he had utterly diffipated this Cabal, by fending the Ma- 
nagers farther from him, For he was now much taken off, Yrom his 
Addiction to Eafe and Pleafures, by Age, and fome Alarms of Sicknefs; and 
‘applied himfelf to the Pilotage of his State and Revenues more than ever he 
had done before; fo that, had his Health continued, each Minute of his Life 
had been fo much of Felicity and Bleffing, as the Dew of Heaven falling 
n his three Kingdoms, ; 
~ H. Now we have before us the laft A& of this Author’s Tragi-comedy ; The Author 
which is defaming the King in his laft Sicknefs and Death, with a Zeal in See 
Iniquity and Malice as follows hitn into the other World, as I thall thew. neta: if te 
He fays the Council thought fit to publifh an Account of the King’s Illnefs peal wets 
to quiet the People, Would not any one here think that the People, having Fee eee 
been kept under by the Force of arbitrary Power, now, having the Advan~ Concern and, 
tage of the King’s Weaknefs, would be all ready to rife as one Man, and to i Ree 
fet up a Succeffor? That many (of the Author’s) People intended to have the Author's 
tried the Experiment, if they had dared, or Time had been allowed to have Clofe with 2 
formed the Project, may be granted. Then the Author adds that the King’s ais 
Weaknefs was an Alarm tothem. A rare Opportunity for an Infurreétion ! 
Now is the Time. That the People, in general, were very paflionately con- 
cerned, they were all Witneffes for one another, as I, for one amongtt the 
reft, am: And fo deeply, that it was not obvious to obferve a Perfon walking 
in the Streets with dryEyes. An Example fo rare of a King that had reigned. 
above thirty Years, as one would not alledge without being capable, as I am,, | 
tomake Affidavit of it, But Nothing was, at that Time, lefs dreamt of, than 
a public Commotion, as might fo much as grieve the King to be made fen- 
fible of it, unlefs his Majefty’s Enemies, the Author’s Clients, had appeared 
buly, or any Way dangerous to the public Tranquillity ; then I cannot an- 
fwer but the Rage and Fury of the People (in Truth) fo provoked, might 
have fallen heavy upon fuch of the Author’s People as fell in their Way in 
fuch a Diforder. It was almoft generally to be obferved about Townethat 
Folks were all very inquifitive, perpetually afking one another, without Re- 
gard to Strangers or Acquaintance (all were acquainted for that Purpofe) what: 
News? How is the King? And the like. And no Symptom of any other 
Sort of Diforder appeared; and the Council took Care to comfort them 
from Time to Time, as far as might be done, by the public Intelligence, 
-And fo it flood in the Face of the Public till the deplorable Lofs was made 
known; whereat the national Sorrow is not, from any known Precedent, ca- 
pable of being defcribed. But the Author, excellent at Mifconftruétions, 
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after his Way, brings Nething to the facred Herfe fairer than a Bundle of 
Wormwood and Colloquintida gathered out of cancred Libels and his own de~- 
praved Invention, rank and wretched as thofe are bitter. And, as for this-laft 
Tranfcript, in the Name of a Character, no better than Satyr, half Man 
half Beaft, but the latter leaft deformed of the two, which he hath afforded 
for the Clofe of this Reign, I thall not take the Pains to canvas it all‘over ; 
even let thofe, that like it, read it in him. But, before I fhew the Sting in 
; the Author’s Clofe, I fhall take Occafion to confider two Things, G 
J -Infinustes the i, The firft is the Infinuation, I find there, that the King’s Sicknefs and 
Kine: perlen: Death was from Poifon; and the other is concerning Papers found in the 
fration of the King’s Cabinet, and publifhed by his Succeffor, to thew that he was a Papift 
Contrary.Mif in his Heart, As to the firft, the Matter of Poifon, we know how obvioufly 
ae oF and almoft of Courfe it is fufpeéted in the Cafes of Kings when they ledye_ 
temper, Apc- the World: But I believe few have died, under fuch a Sufpicion, with more” 
Plexy for Ept Tokens to demonftrate the contrary, than King Charles II did. But, contidering 
i that the Enemies of King Charles I did not fpare to accufe him of poifoning 
his own Father, as Ru/hworth fhews by the many Harpings upon a Porrin- 
ger in the Speeches: King ames II, who could not pretend to the Virtues 
of his Father, though far from being a Scelerate, might lefs refent the Im- 
putation of poifoning his own Brother, as the Infinuation here intends, 
But it fo fell out that the very Accefs of the King’s Diftemper was fuch as 
no Poifon or Medicament in the World could produce or counterfeit, that is 
an apoplectic or epileptic Fit ; choofe you whether, for, in one of thofe, the 
King was certainly, at firft, taken, He cried out, and then, falling back in his 
Chair, lay as one dead, The Phyfician in waiting immediately blooded him, and 
the following Regimen was, as in apoplectic Cafes, his Majefty’s being pre- 
fumed to be that, to get him to wake, and then to keep him from fleeping. 
One Dr. Stokeham, an eminent Phyfician in Covent Garden, declared to me, 
that the Phyfician, that blooded the King, utterly miftook his Cafe ; for his Fit 
was not of an Apoplexy but epileptic, and then all they did was ex Diame- 
tro wrong. For, in that Cafe, Bleeding is little lefs than mortal, and the 
Way is to let them dofe out the Fit without Difturbance, and they will © 
come to themfelves and be well; but the other Courfe will fooner make them 
mad than recover them. But I am no Dottor to judge of the Cafe or 
the Confequence. 
The Tales, to. 1 V. ‘It is a fhallow Story that went atout, and the Author hath it, to 
prove it, in exaggerate this Sufpicion, It is that Dr. Short, one of the Phyficians of the 
euchiding: ¢* Confult, faid that the King bad not fair Play for bis Life. Of which 
ing theCon- Words the natural Conftruction was that the Methods, ufed, did him more 
tary. Hurt than Good; and if he had been let alone, and nothing at all done to 
him, Nature, had had its Courfe ; which the Doctor might probably mean 
- by fair Play. And fo was the Opinion of Dr, Stokeham, who might have 
ufed the fame Words as he exprefied the fame thing. And it is common in 
Confults for Doétors to differ; and Dr..Short. might differ from what Opi- 
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nion prevailéd, but; in the Cafe of a King, muft not opiniatre; when the 
~Caufe was regularly, by confule Law, carried againft him: However, not 
being, as few are ever, convinced, muttered out his DiffatisfaGion in 
obfcure Speeches; as he had Reafon to do, for the Sake of his Profeffion, 
partly, and, partly, to vindicate himfelf. But fach Words are never ufed 
when a Man’s Life is violently taken away, unlefs when he is not alloweé—-- 3 
a fair Trial by fighting; then indeed a Man, ftabbing his Enemy in the 
Back, doth not give him fair Play for his Life. And it is hard any 
Man has that Equity, who labours, as the King did, under a Codfule of 
nine or ten Phyficians. But, as I have more than once noted, when evil 
Fadts are charged, that are falfe and cannot be proved true, then enigmatical 
Sentences are produced, that may fignify any Thing ; out of which ill Na- 
is to fupply Proof, by a willing Inference of that which is worft of all, 
‘And ever dSferve in fuch Sort of Plot-work, obfcure Sentences go farther 
than clea? Speeches, or Proofs. As, in this very Inftance, I heard a Gentle. 
man of Value in the Law fay, he afked a Man (he thought could tell) if the 
King were poifoned or no? And his Anfwer was, that he was not to reveal 
what be knew of that Matter, Who now, after this, takes not the worft 
Senfe? Whereas all, that can be juftly taken, is that the Man was willing 
you fhould believe it, but would neither lye to convince you, nor fpeak 
plain to undeceive you. And then awny it goes, one Royal Brother is guilty 
of the Hellith Fat of poifoning another to make Way for himfelf; and 
thefe obfcure Scraps are quoted as invincible Demonftration. It is not con- 
fidered all the While, that the Propenfity of the Populace lay to have all 
Evil and no Good believed of that unhappy King that fucceeded, which, in 
Reafon, ought to turn the Scales in Favour of him, where the Evidence is 
not exprefs and convincing. But the Author, out of his libellous Store, hath 
another Invention, viz. that Dr. Short himéelf, having blabbed fo much, 
was poifoned for Fear he fhould have blabbed more, and fo have been his 
own Interpreter. But this is ridiculous, for he was a Catholic, and might 
be trufted with as great Secrets in the Caufeasthat. But his Cafe was known 3 
he .was attended by all the eminent Phyficians in Town, and which of them 
fays he was poifoned? But it is well known they all faid that he made an 
End of himfelf by his own bold Methods in ufing the Cortex.- But flight 
Handles ferve to colour great Lyes, efpecially of great Perfons, fuch ag {o- 
vereign Princes (to whom all the World almoft have Envy and Malice) 
which, in the Cafe of private Perfons, would be kicked out of the Way ~ 
for impertinent Stuff. : 
V. While the King's Sicknefs lafted, which was about ten Days, the Council sone ee 
fat in the next Room almoft continually, and the Phyficians came and went bgedaas = 
frequently between the Royal Patient and them, to give Accounts for Form; the King’s +_ 
but, from the Beginning, they gave no Judgment upon the Main, what pra 
they thought ef the King’s Café, fo as to difcover they had any lively Hopes fime. 
of him; but talked of Symptoms, what they thought to prefcribe, ‘and the 
a a 
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Returns they expected, and the like. A Lord of the Council ‘demanded of 
them why they entertained the Council with thofe Sort of Difcourfes, and# 
never faid what they thought of the King’s Condition? Upon which, aften 
the Spanifh Way in difficult Cafes, they did, bazer i/ dove, that is, ftared 
and faid nothing, which was no good Prognoftic. There were Witneffes 
h, and even among the Phyficians themfelves, as well of the fa&tious 
as of Loyallifts, that would have difcerned and made Difcovery 

fi there had been Symptoms of Poifon, which is feldom or nevér a 
the Attendance after it takes Place. There was no Need to catch 
at a reierved Expreflion of a Roman Catholic Phyfician, when fome, of 
the other Extreme, were in the Company, and could know as well as he. 
One Day the Phyficians came to the Council with a little clearer Air in 
their Faces, as if fome new Hopes were fprung: And as they, with feem 
Joy, told the Council they perceived the King had a Fever, théfame Lord: 
ftarted, and afked what they meant, or if they had confidered What’ they 
faid; could any thing be worfe? One af{wered that xow they knew what to 
do; and, what is that, faidthe Lord? To give the Cortex, anfwered the Phy- 
fician; and fo they did, but nu/lis medicabilis herbis. In fine, the Cafe fell 
into. the Hands of the venerable Clergy, that took their Turns in the Room 
with the Phyficians, and particularly Dr. Ken, who performed the Office of 
the Vifitation Prayers, and Ejaculations, as were moft fit on-fo folemn an Oc- 
cafion, as long as there was any Appearance of the King’s Attention to any 
Thing. And, as for what might be done afterwards, it may be conceived 
by all that have heard of the Methods ufed by Romijh Priefts to dying Per- 
fons in their Power, who take the Choice of greateft Confequence (Religious 
Profeffion) from Perfons that have leaft Capacity to choofe; which ferves the 
Turn of Publication abroad as well as the beft; and that is more regarded 
by them than what is done within Doors, which they cannot but know, in 
Reality,. muft be of no Signification, but only for a Pretence, But our Au- 
thor lays hold of this to divulge more for Reproach of the deceafed than of 
the furviving Brother, 

VI. The other Matter, I have referved, is what concerns the two Pa- 
pers, which, after the King’s Death, were publifhed by his Succeffor, with 
an Atteftation of his that they were of his Royal. Brother’s own Hand-wri- 
ting, and, ‘after his Death, found in his ftrong. Box. They are Effays that 
dettrmine, on the Romifh Side, their two great Points ; firft, the One Church, 
fecondly, a ‘fudge of Controverfies ; and contain the ufual fallacious Topics 
of Argument, as the Romi/b Controverfiallifts and Miffionaries ufe to per- 
plex wavering People with, The Defign of the Publication was entirely 
Popith, though ¢he Fanatics and this Author, utter Enemies of his Name 
and Honoury lay hold of it; and fo the Papifts and Fanatics are once more 
in Conjunction, though, as ever, for very different Ends, The former de- 
livered the Papers out (as their Way is) to credit thcir Caufe, fuppofing 
the King was thereby fhewed to have been of their Religion, The other « 

x hand 






Cuar, IX, E 


hand them dbout, as their Way is, for Calumny, fuppofing the- Kin 


X AMEN. 


but an hypocriticad. Profeffor of the Proteftant Relj 


rdgart, all the While, a ftudied Papift, And thi 


has taken upon him to man 


duceth them thus: King Cha 


g was 
gion, being, in his 


age, and he doth it to Purpofe; for coming 
‘to mention the Papers, which he hath given in the ve 


tles bad lived in a profeffed Ad 


ty Words, he intro- 


the Church of England, but bad indulged bimfelf and his Court im fo any 
Liberties of Life, and fuch Profanenefi of Humor, that be was gfe to 


be & Prince of little or no R 


Jitter to dye in the Communion of the 


eligton. “And indeed Sor 


himfelf believe that he might in the Bofam of that C, 


that Reafon Be was 


Church of Rome, if he could make 


burch (and of that 


alone) obtain Salvation without Repentance. “How much of Malice, Fal. 
eX and Nonfenfe is couched in thefe Words, is no 
ul 


there Js faflicient of all, 
Trtterobedny candid Perfon, 


fpect to Things facred, than 
vice and Sermon, with the Sa 
Wathing of the Feet of the 
Nor do I remember he was e 


aS appears upon the Vj 


t eafy to calculate: 
ew, to imbitter the 


But I thall note an Item or two 3 and firft, 


Ife. Forno Man in 


the King did; and fearce ever failed the Ser- 


craments at the ftated Tj 


mes ; Healings, and 


Poor, as the Order of his Chapel required, 


ver {poke of for Liberties 


fanenefs in himéelf ; however fome of his Company 


then, Lord Sunderland, who, in a melancholy Fit. 
upon himéelf at Chrift-Church in Oxford, and there di 


to our Author, he belies the 


profane Humor; for, whatever 


ing, which all allowed him 


fuch Offence. Then next, the Author is ata hard St 


in ‘the Way of Pro- 


It was Mr. Robert Spencer, an Uncle of the, 


> 


King’s good Breeding, in 


laid violent Hands 
ed. But, to return 


not add Devil too! 


» ot to difoblige Monfieur Diable, he would not join 


him to fuch Company, But this Contradi@ion he falves with his Words 
pleafe; but, if you allow any, it was Panift. 
Then why fitter for the Church of Rome, if he could make himfelf believe, 
&e.? The fame might be faid of any Church, the 


little or no, take which you 


nians, &c. did not the FitnefS extend to them, if he could m 


believe, &e. as well as to any other? But how tho 


believe that in the Church o 


f Rome, or in any Chur 


Quakers, Muggleto- 
nake himfelf 
uld he make himfelf 


651 . 


ene 
ase S 


9.5 ~~ 


652 EXAMEN. Part III, 


vation without Repentance, which he did not intend to concern himfelf 
with: It was enough to be abfolved and dye in Gremio. Was ever Liba 
like this? And who would take the Author for a Divine? It is not hig. 
Words of Subterfuge will fetch him off, as it was generallysthought —if’ 
_be could make bimfelf believe, and the like, which I have often noted for 
riMellificrs of Falfnefies It would be a great deal honefter to leave’them 
out, and. then his Sentences would ftand direct, affirmative or negative, as 
he w have them be underftood; and fo, from henceforward, I fhall 
treat them. ‘ 
The Authors WII. Now we will take into Confideration the full Force and Subftance 
pan Fat a of this ungodly Sentence. The King, in all his Church Profeffion and 
King .s ain Exercife, was no better than a damnable Hypocrite; for he was all the 
whae coe Ra aoa il il ac isha and eager of a to be him 
may, perhaps, and, if he had any Religion, it was but little, or rather none ®, but, wi 
feckhim in That little, if he had any, he gained upon himéelf a Belief mtr the 
Bofom of the Church of Rome, he might dye in his Sins and be faved: 
That is, in fhort, he lived moft finfully and died impenitent, and fo, for 
certain, is gone to the Devil. Lay afide all the Shuffles of Words, which 
one, of any Integrity and Senfe, would be afhamed of, what lefs than all 
this lies couched in this Period? If there had been a State of Damnation 
beyond Hell, this Libeller had not, as he has done here, contented himéfelf 
to profecute his Malice fhort; but had certainly carried it on to the utmoft 
Extent of Barathrum, Gebenna, or what elfe Men may call it. I muft 
own I do not write all this without Horror and Trembling: For if the 
Devil himfelf, black Accufer as he is, could, out of his infernal Copia, 
have fupplied more livid Defamation of a departed Prince, than this, lam 
no Demonologer. I have heard of a Divine (Parfon I had rather fay) 
wifhing it prove not our Author, who was a Domeftic e facris to one of 
the greateft Libertines of Europe, and, after his Death, preached his Fu- 
neral Sermon, and then publifhed it in Print; whereby it appears that a 
Moment’s Repentance fet his Lordfhip in a fure State of Salvation ; for a 
witty Sinner repents more in an Hour, than a dull one ina Year, It jsa 
rare Power to grant or deprive Men of Salvation with the Hiccius Doxius 
of a few circumlocutory Periods: The Pope fcarce pretends to fo much. 
It is not for a Layman to act the Theologue, but, according to what our 
Divines ordinarily hold forth from the Pulpit, any one may conceive what 
large Dofes of Repentance fall to the Share of fuch wilful Defamers of 
Majefty ; and how neceffary it is for them to be attended with ample Re- 
paration by Way of Reftitution, and that to be done in a Manner no lefs 
public than the Injury; and that is (do ye conceive me) by a large Recan- 
-tation‘in Pfint, wherein it would add much to the Efficacy of that Duty 
performed, if all the corrupt and wicked Motives to fuch Injuftice and Dif 
honour, done to the Memory of a deceafed Sovereign, were at large un- 
’ folded. Becaufe the Temptations, being expofed, were they Money, Pre- * 


ferment. 
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ferment, Malice, Fa¢tion, or Luft of Iniquity, would work, as an Ana- 
‘ by difcoverifig the Seat and Foulnefs of the Difeafe, to prevent 
athers falling into the like Diftempers, And to venture a Step farther, let 
the Author reflect upon the Need he hath of fuch a Steel Courfe as this; 
kft, by flighting thefe wholfome monitory Hints, and deferring the juit 
and néceffary Retribution of Honour to his late Sovereign Lord, he thould™, 
draw upon himfelf what he hath malicioufly endeavoured to fting upof his 
Mafity’s Memory, the Curfe of a final Impenitence. 

VI. But, to lay afide Emportments fo juftly provoked, and tO Anfewer tothe 
the two Papers which I had almoft forgot ; as to what was argued both by two Papers; 
the Papifts and Fanatics, and from the Nature and Circumftances of them, lieas Gd 
fufpected by diverfe indifferent Perfons, which is that the King, notwith- the Time 

_fdding his Profeffion, muft needs have been a Papift in his Heart, was when wrote 
an ee SR if falfe Confequence, which I make no Scruple to alledge for 
diverfé R®ifons, whereof the firft is fufficient to diffolve the whole Pre- 
tence ; and that is the Want of Date to them, and there being no Attefta- 
tion or Difcovery of any Sort, when, or about what Time, they were 
wrote: For it may be true that they were the King’s Hand, and found in 
his ftrong Box, and it may be as true that they were wrote before the happy 
Reftauration, It muft be granted that, as to Religion, while his Majefty 
tefided altogether among Catholics, in the Converfe of his Mother and 
her Relations, without Friends (except his Attendance, who were not all 
fuch) and at a Time when Princes made Religion a Condition of their aid- 
ing him, was very different from what it was after he was fettled in his 
Kingdom, The Temptation of Intereft wholly ceafed, and the Byas fell 
the other Way ; and, however inclined abroad, under fuch Circumftances 
(and whom may it thank?) the fame Argument, that is Intereft, mutt in- 
cline him to adhere to the Proteftant Side. And, as to the Prejudices of 
Opinion, great Perfons in a new Way of Living, a new Way of Conver- 
fation, and a diverfified Intereft, foon get the better of them. Who can 
fay then that thefe Papers contained his (if it were his) Reaforing not 
before, but after, the Reftauration ? 

IX. Another Reafon, no lefs confiderable againft this Inference, is that tr doth not 
it doth not appear what other Papers might have been in Company with appear what 
thefe in the fame ftrong Box. For there might be others, in the fame pi? mish 

Hand-writing, that anfwered and confuted thefe ; and it is very probable it belonging to 
was fo, for why fhould a Man write all on one Side to convince himéelf, ‘+ 
no other Defign of them appearing ? It is very ordinary, after the antique 
Way, for the Wits to take a Subject, and argue as ftrongly as they can on 
the one Side of the Queftion, and then take the adverfe Part, and, diffol- 
ving the former, fet up that Opinion; and, in that problematic Writing, 
the beft Exercife of Oratory, the latter is ufually the Opinion of the Wri- 
ter. And thefe Papers might be of that Sort, and‘ contain the fir Dif- 

* courfe, for there is no Reference to any adverfe Party to be confuted ; and 
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the other Papers with them might more ftrongly argue agaisft thofe two 
Tenets; Which other Papers, if any fuch were, mys contain the King” 
own Opinion and Determination, And, if this were fo, it will foe 
doubted but the Papifts, prefent at the fearching this Box, without any 
Proteitant Witnefs by, would, for Advantage of the Catholic Caufe, pub- 
lith what made for it, and fupprefs what made againft it; and fo the Jn- 
PRNexpurgatorius be put in Execution upon the Papers. One great Rea- 
orfour believing thefe Papers were not alone, is that the Atteftation of 

ames IJ. doth not exclude any. It fays thefe were there, but? not 
whethtr any other controverfial Papers were with them or not. And this 
being all a Popith Work, why muft the Papifts, of the firft Order of Po- 
litics, be credited to have aéted ingenuoufly in this Matter, who are not 
found to do fo in any Branch of their Controverfy with us? And, if thkfe 
Papers may be but a Piece of the Difcourfe, why doth any one make an 
entire Conclufion from it? And, fince we are in a Way of ertbeeniee 
why may we not think the two Brothers had great Altercation, one with 
the other, concerning the Popith Religion; and they might fay, give me 
your Reafons and I will write them over and keep them, and I will give 
you my Reafons, which you fhall write over and keep by you. Or if the 
King, for his Part, had penned or copied his Brother’s Reafons, and wrote 
Anfwers to them; would not the, then, King, finding both, preferve and 
publifh his own, and condemn the other, as heretical, to the Flames ? 
That the King dealt with his Brother by writing is plain ; for our Compleat 
Hiftorian gives us a Letter from the King to the Duke to diffuade him from 
Popery. 

x. A third Confideration, againft this Inference from thefe Papers, is 





: that there might be Abundance of Reafons or Occafions for the King to 


write them over, befides the Expreffion of his own Senfe; for what Oc- 
cafion for that? The Queen Mother might bring him the Matter wrote 
by fome of the Roman Catholics, and charge him to write it over with 
his own Hand, that he might be fure to obferve the Matter of them, and 
to keep the Writing by him as long as he lived ; a common Difcipline in 
the Inflitution of great Perfons, who are not made to read any thing with 
that clofe Attention as when they write. Or the King might engage in a 
Controverfy with fome Intimate on the Proteftant Side, and, for Exercita- 
tioa of Reafoning, the King obje& and the other anfwer in writing, and 
the King keeping Copies of his own Papers, thofe were found, and the 
others be made away. Other Occafions may be fuggefted, but thefe 
fuffice, 

XI. A fourth Confideration is the Imperfection of the Atteftation ; for the 
Royal oe doth not fay the Papers were the King’s Opinion, or that he 
was in Truth a Roman Catholic, or that the Papers were not contravened 
by any other, nor on what Occafion they were wrote, nor when, nor any 
thing in particular concerning them, but only that they were the King’s . 

writing, 
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writing, and there found; and, for certain, there is fome fecret Subterfuge 
“ek in it. Notw it is a conftant Practice, when cunning Men would 
Jeave Things believed to be true, that are falfe, and fuch as cannot be proved, 

to produce aeSort of Plot Evidence of fomewhat circumftantial, certainly 

true, which may confift with what is to be believed, fo as there fhall be 

a natfiral Poffibility of its Truth and no more; and Propenfity, Inclina- 

tion, or Prejudice makes good the reft, and converts the whole into certain 

Tryth. And this being the Praétice of Falfaries, witne(s our 3 uthor, 
whetever we find a dark undetermined Evidence, held forth to prove any 

thing that comes with an Ardor or Prejudice, there is greater Reafon to 

believe it a Contrivance to impofe, than an Evidence of Truth,, So here 

the Papifts earneftly defired that King Charles II. fhould be thought a Pa- 

# and brought forth thefe Papers to prove it. Now, for the Defects 
caeered lyeonclade that they knew he was no Papift, and gave them out, 

for @ dle, that ill People (not to mention their Friends the Fanatics) 

might manage to perfuade others he was fo: For they knew clearly the 

Truth, and, if he had been a Papift, could have given Evidence to the 

World to have made it indubitable ; but, inftead of that, they give usan 
Umbrage, that is, no Evidence at all. If we confider the Condué of the 

Matter by this Meafure, as there is Reafon to do, it feems to be a Vindication 

of the King, rather than an Imputation. For why fo much and no more 

from thofe that knew, and had, in their Power, clear Evidence of the 
Whole? To have made a firm Conclufion needed a deal of crofs Exami- 

nation ; but fuch was the Difpofition, or rather Precipitation of Judgment 

in moft People, upon a Scintilla of Evidence, to conclude the King was a 

Papift, that it was wonderful to obferve how much Deference was had 

to this Popith Proje& upon the Publication of the Papers, The Roman 
Catholics muft needs laugh in their Sleeves, noting the People’s Fondnefs in 
{wallowing a Bait, hung out to catch them into a finifter Opinion of their 

late King whom (as Religious) they never loved, but rather hated, becaufe 

he would not be, as they would have had him be, a Papift profeffed ; but 

had given Way to the Perfecution of them, which he might, by his Au- 

thority, have hindered. And they never forgave him that he did not, and 

were content no Honour fhould go with his Memory, but that it might 

ftink of the Hypocrite, and be of no good Example to Pofterity. And, in 

this good Work, our Author is the Papifts Trumpeter to proclaim tHeir 
Invention to depreciate the Memory of the King. 

- XII. To conclude this Matter of the Papers, and all Inferences from The Allow? 
them, I thall add a Word or two to thofe who had, and, I hope, ftill have ances which, 
a candid Opinion of the King’s Sincerity: And it is only td defire that they Gander, 
would not miftake fome Prejudice, or Favour, on the King’s*Part, for a ought wo be 
Profeflion. Take the Cafe of a Convert of any Kind, it is feldom but ens ?. 
there remains {ome Hankerings after the former Way; for there may be 6 
' Favour though not Judgment. So the King, being in Exile among Papifts, 

1 where 
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EXAMEN. Parr UL, 


where their Worfhip was in high Credit, and where the reformed were 
perpetually in the Converfation ill treated, and efpecialy maligned by R, 
fon of their ill Ufage of his Father and Himfelf, could not but contra@e 
Favour which, had he continued abroad, and been difchagged from his 
Dependances in England, might have turned into a Profeffion, and that 
{fuch Power hath Education or Converfation} not without a real *Judg- 
ment, fuch as it was, and Catholics commonly make. But the Induce- 
ments pappily proving oppofite, had the clean contrary Effect. But it js no 

onder if a Sort of Favour, as I faid, or, at leaft, no furious Deteftdtion 
(fuch as our popular Refentments of Popery carry) remained with him; 
whereby he did not think all Roman Catholics fuch grofs Idolators and Ig- 
norants, as the Vulgar among us do. It is humane to allow for thefe Cir- 
cumftances, which every fenfible Perfon muft acknowledge would, in pike 
Cafe, have had a confonant Effect upon himéelf; but I ag a foft]y~ 
of that, for Popularity gives no Quarter. It is certain the S Of 
Religion, and Demonitrations of outward Devotion, as well as a hard Tye 
upon the Peoples Moralities, are more egregious in the Church of Rome 
than among us, where many think every thing mu{ft wear Ornaments and 
Authority but Religion, and that only muft be rude and flovenly, as well 
aa enervous as to Mens Manners. This gave the King an Occafion to fay 
that, beyond Sea, it feemed as if People worfbipped Gon tn earneft, but 
bere, in England, iz jeff. But whatever his Majefty thought, or (in in- 
different Circumftances) might have been, it is certain, as he was King of 
England, he was a declared and actually exercifed Proteftant, from his Ar~ 
rival to his Death, without any Interruption; and that he neither was nor 
could be a Papift; which his Courfe of Life and Aétions, a¢tually incon- 
fiftent and contradictory to the Authority and Rules of Popery, to all com- 
mon Senfe demonftrated. And the perpetual Infinuations of the contrary, 
in this Author and his Authorities, the feditious Libels of the Times, are 
no better than knavifh and deteftable Scandal, fitter for the Fire than the 
Prefs, being exaggerated only for bafe politic Ends. 

XIII. I hope I have given due Allowances of the moft important Ch- 
cumftances, that no grofs Truth might be wanting in the Account I have 
prefented of the King, and his Religion, Government, and outward Beha- 
viour towards his People, not creating a falfe Image of any thing relating 
to his Majefty’s public Charaéter, which I do not the leaft intend. But I 
muft own that, according to the Gofpel, as well as moral Duty, that 
obligeth us not to fpeak Evil of Dignities (which I take as extended to the 
deceafed as w2ll as furviving Powers; for the Difhonour of the Dead pre- 
judicially affects’ the Living) I have not been particular as to fome perfonal 
Failings bldmeable in his Majefly’s Conduct of himfelf. And where do we 
find that Kings, more than private Men, are bound to be impeccable? — 
Theif Temptations, as I noted once before, are fo much more than other 
Mens, that a King, not extreme wicked, hath more Acceptance than a > 
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private Perfon very good; and having withal good Nature, Honefty and 
Philanthropy, as King Charles I]. moft eminently had, and, by* the Fx- 
‘BpMete of his Perfon (which his worft Enemies granted) profeffed the Re- 
ligion of his Country, he might (comparatively) pafs for a Saint. It had 
‘been happy if his Father, a real Saint, had found an Ufage from his People, 
as that Character deferved; or that the blind Monfter did not encourage. 
pee in Kings, by giving a readier Obedience for Fear, than for Love; 
rit, or Duty. 

4 V. And rd mutt fay for King Charles II, that, bating his being addi@ted 
to his Pleafures, chiefly of Women, and the Confequences, he had as many 
Virtues, and as few Faults as may readily be found ‘in any one Man. He never 
did Harm to any living Thing willingly, He was affable and courtéous, and 
frequently would lay afide Kingfhip to enjoy himfelf in Company, which 

aay 2 termed a very honef? Gentleman. And, as he was very witty 
-him&lE-b loved it immoderately in others, and would bear to be-jefted 
with; and indeed generally he bore ill Ufage like an Hermit, and forgave 
like a Saint. The King had alfo a great Judgment to difcern Truth and 


\Right, I heard one of his ableft Counfellors fay, He never knew a Caufe 


heard at the Council publicly, but be determined the right Way, He was 
honeft, and did Juftice to all, unlefs his Affairs conftrained him to fail 3 and 
of this the Banker's Cafe, touched upon before, is an eminent Inftance: 
But fome were Sufferers by poftponed Debts, for which his Minifters had 
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more to anfwer for than he had. They were contraéted by the unadvifed 


War, and the Parliament not paying them, he could not compafs to do it; 
but, if he had lived longer, it is probable he would have compaffed all his 
Debts: Though fome, I muft needs fay, deferved to fuffer as a due Reward 
of unconfcionable Cheating: For I knew the Ironmonger of the Navy, in 
the Time of the firft Dutch War, who had Bills filed up and figned at the 
Yards allowed, and paid by the Commiffioners for 500 /, at a Time, with- 
out fo much as a Nail delivered into the Stores, 

XV. The greateft Blame, that, in common Talk, fell upon the King, 
was his failing of his Word and Promife ; with which moft of his Minions, 
as‘well as Enemies, reproached him. But that Matter is not well underftood , 
for he feldom or never failed of his Word in a Matter reafonable or juft, 
wherein he was not furprifed or ill ufed. But he was averfe to Study and 
Thinking, and, for that Reafon, too much refigned to his Minifters 
yielding almoft to every Thing they prefented to him, becaufe he trufted 
them, and would not break his own Head with BufinefS, Thus he found 
himeelf intangled by Shaft/oury, to engage in Words and Actions which, 
purfued, had been his Ruin; fo he broke with him, apd was, for that, 
accufed of being fickle, and not ftanding to his Word. So among his Mi- 
nions, they would take Advantage, through the mollia tempora fandi, to 
get Promifes of unreafonable Things, which, coming afterwards y under- 
ftand rightly, he tound he could not well comply with, Then thofe 
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Men rail qt him in Prof and Verfe, becaufe their unreafonablé Surprifes had 
not Effect. . 


Sometimes XVI. But often Importunity got the Better of his Nature, and made hirh, 
ee do unkind Things to bis Friends. Of this Sort one Inftance was this 
Things, but Sir fob Charleton was Chief Juttice of Chefter, a very Reverend deferving” 
generally frm Gentleman, and of the old Cavalier Party. Tris Place fuited with hié Way 
Se chee of Living (for he had a good Eftate not far off) and was of a retired Humor, 
Friends and But Sir George Feffries coming upon the high Court Intereft, and being a 
_ Servanta, WeYhman, thought his Title to that Place faireft, and, upon Pretence/ of 
City Merit with Intereft, and teafing, prevailed to have the King make 
Sir YobCharleton a Judge. of the Common Pleas, that the other Place 
might devolve to himfelf. This was like taking out the Eyes of the’ 
good old Gentleman, who, after he found that againft this Removerhe 
could prevail nothing by Friends, fought to fpeak to the NE ee 
fon; and, for that End had planted himéfelf in a Window, adthe ing” 
was to pais by; the King came, and feeing him ata Diftance, could 
not ftand the Brunt, but turned off another Way. After that Sir Sob 
almoft pitied the King, and never ftirred more, but fat in his Juftice Seat | 
in the Common Pleas till, laden with Years, and not without the Efteem 
and good Report of all Men, he parted with his Life and Truft together. 
To baliance this Story, I will fubjoin another (hort one, which is that, 
when the Judges were under Queftion in Parliament, the King, obferving 
in the Houfe of Lords, one of them fit penfive upon the Wool-fack, went 
and clapped down clofe to him, and, be of good Comfort, faid he, I wil! 
never fcrjake my Friends as my Father did; and immediately rofe up and 
wentaway. He never pretended to juftify his Servants, if they were regu- 
larly queftioned for what they had done, but would fee none’ of them op- 
preffed ; and his Protection of his Queen, in her Innocence, was a glorious 
Act of his Juftice. Thad not faid fo much of the Perfon and Charatter of 
King Charles II, but to do fome Juftice to the Author out of my own 
Knowledge, thewing what his late Sovereign, in fome Refpeéts, was, whom 
he hath chofen to be the abufed Subject of his far from Impartial, though 
titled Compleat Hiftory. 





CHAP. X. 
Libel fifted from the Hiftory. 
An Account 


of the tolidw- I. owl ‘have but one Matter more to work up, for making a Con- 
ing Purgation , Clufion of this Work, which is a Segregation of Libel from Hi- 
Tee }, ftorX which this Author has blended together, giving always the Luftre to 
from the litle the former, ‘fo that one can fcarce difcern any Thing elfe init; and it thall 
true Hilo’ be of very little but what concerns King Char/es II. himfelf, who is made an 
in it, of the . H 
King. erQ 


’ 


Cua. X. EXAMEN. 


Hero reverfed, and his Reign worfe handled than ever profane Story was by 
et, to ferve the Turn of his Fiction, If Libel and Hiftory were like 
Ou" TMd Vinegar, that, however beaten together, would of themfelves di- 
vide and go feveral Ways, this Trouble might have been fpared: But Lyes 
Ye Truth are rather as Lead to Quickfilver, that cling fo clofe, as nothing 
but Fire will part them. But I will try another Experiment upon this 
Book, and it fhall be of an hiftorical Fan, Myffica vannus, for cleanfing 
oug the Libel, if it may be done; but I fear, though fome of the grofs Soil 
may be thrown off, a Deal of foul Smut will remain, which we muft"de- 
fire the Perufer, with his candid Imagination, to wipe away. This Bufinefs 
is done in counter Columns, on the one Side Hiffory, on the other the 
‘Libel fifted from it ; by which the Author’s falfly illuminated Colours,’ and 
no lefs falfe Craft of his Writing, will diftin@ly appear, And, concerning 

this Tafk, { muft premife a few Things therein. 
1, it niay feern that I have taken Sentences, and fathered Libel upon them, 


which do neither belong to, nor lie‘near them. Which is not fo, for every. 


Scrap of the Libel leans upon the annexed Hiftory as its proper Vehicle or 
\eoit upon which the Author himfelf hath founded it. In which, his ad- 
mirable Invention will appear, who copld make fuch plain Truths carry 
fuch damnable Scandal, 

‘2. That I have taken nothing out of the nafty Libels and Pamphlets 
that he quotes, under the Countenance of which he hath loaded his Lay- 
ftalls; for then he might fhuffle them from himfelf, and fay, you have the 
Authority; but all is hisown native Foulnefs that looks fo dirtily. 

3. I fet down only his own Words, unlefs here and there a little is added 
to note better the Reaches of his Scandals; but they will be eafily diftin- 
guifhe’, for I would do him no Wrong. 

4. L have often here left out his Tropes of Evafion, as -it feemed -, it was 
thought - and the like, as I have more than once noted, for they are Superflui- 
ties; and I take his Expreffions, fimple and plain, as he intends we fhould un- 
derftand them ; for why fhould Paper and Ink be {pent upon fuch idle Fillings. in? 

5. There will be found moft of thefe Paflages, here lifted, already re- 
marked in the Courfe of thefe Books; but, confidering that thefe are fhorter, 
and more diftinguifhed, and, being ufed by Way of Index, or rather Synop- 
fis, will give a reétified View, of all that relates to the King in particular, 
near together, I hope it will not be thought a fruitlefs Repetition. Bat I 
mutt precaution that the full Force of the Libel will not appear without a 
previous Obferval of what has been faid of them, in the feveral Parts of 
this Work, where they are touched upon. 

6. The Libel Side carries very few Facts (though the Boek affords Plenty, 
falfe and {candalous) but only the Author’s Reflections, which have no Au- 


thority or Warrant to make them good, and proceed only from a wftexDif-_ 


pofition to reflect and rail at Majefly, by traducing and mifconftruing-eA the 


Actions of his Government. 
._ ~* Prt. ff 
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Thefe Methods are ufed for Compendium, for if I thould ‘write his Slan- 


ders and Abufes of all Sorts, I fhould invade the Propérty of the 
of his Hiftory, that hath done it already; for what elfe is that 


ment but a Catalogue of Slanders and Lyes? For whoever wall but obfery 

the direét, oblique, introductory, illuftratory, preparatory Abufes of Truth, 
or fome Way in ordine ad, of the Libel Kir, he hall find them compo- 
fed into one Chain of falfe and malicious Calumnies hanging 7 /ferie to- 
gether: Which was prudently done; for whoever, having read the Boo at 
large, and begins to forget the Excellencies of it, may refrefh the glorious 
Ideas there, and redintegrate the Learning, fuch as is to be gathered, out of 


the beater Work. 


Certain Excerrs out of a Compleat Hiftory, fanned from the” 
libellous Drofs that defiled them, done by an impartial Hand. 


History. 


HE French and Spa- 
nif Minifters flight 
and affront King Charles II. in his 
Exile. 
220. Somewhat was agreed at the 


Pyrenean Treaty to the Prejudice of 
the Proteftant Intereft. Clar. Hi/?. 


Page 219. 


—— That the King’s Servants 
wavered, but he was fteddy, sbzd. 

we Seen come out of a Mafs 
Chapel with Bennet (the late Lord 
Arlington) in his Company, bid. 
The Lord Culpepper heCtors 
Bennet, as for a wrong Step. The 
Lord Culpepper came with the King 
into England and died, and then 
came Arlington and was preferred. 





The King (Charles I. beyond 
Sea) had Men and Money from 
France and Spas, as our Book fays, 
ata Venture, 

acq¥~The Queen Mother came 
over teqvifit her Sons, 


Liset. 


Political Feint to hide the In- 
trigue of Popery. 


It muft needs be, that the King 
(Charles \1.) fhould become a Pro- 
feflor, or, at leaft, a Favourer of Po- 
pery. 

That proves the King a Pafiit. 


Confirms all. 


The Lord Culpepper, afterwards, 
in England died abruptly, and being 
fo taken away, Bennet (that durft 
not come before) foon came over and 
was preferred. (Qy@re who kill’d 
Culpepper.) 

Upon the Foot of a fecret Article 
at the Pyrenean Treaty to be a Pa- 
pitt. 


To draw the King into the Portu- 
gal Match, League with France, and 
the Surrender of Dunkirk. 

Page 


c 


Cuap. X. 
History, 
age 236. The King was married 
Paton by the Atchbifhop Sée/- 
non. * 


Chimney Money was gived by the 
Parliament. 

The King was to have a Revenue 
fettled by Parliament. 

_237. The Parliament declared that 
the Militia was the King’s, and or- 
dered a Recognition that it was un- 
lawful to take up Arms. 

238. The King publifhed a De- 
claration of Indulgence to Diffenters 
in 1662, 


239. The King favourable, and in- 
clined to indulge for diverfe Reafons 
plaufibly fet forth. 


240. Dunkirk fold to the French, 


243. Adeprived Minifter (Cala- 
my) imprifoned for preaching after 
Deprivation, fet free by the King’s 
Order. 


244. The Commons addrefs for a 
Proclamation againft Popifh Priefts 
and Jefuits. 


245. The Proclamation iffued ac- 
cordingly. 


EXAMEN. 


Liger , 
So faid to fatisfy the People; but 


others knew better, that the Queen | 
. refufed to marry by any but a Romi/iy 


Prieft. 

The Watermen (by Craft) cried 
to the King Chimney Sweep, 

No more Parliaments that Reign. 


The Parliament took all..Occa- 
fions, in all imaginable Ways,: to ad- 
vance the Prerogative and-Revenue. 


He betrayed an Inclination to 
difpence with the Act of Uniformity, 
and feemed to labour under a Pro- 
mife to do it. 

— He was the Caufe that the Dif- 
fenters ftood out, by giving them 
Hopes of a Difpenfation. 

— He encouraged their contend- 
ing with the Laws, elfe they had 
conformed. : 

But the fecret and referved Reafon 
was to give Indulgence and Protection 
to Popery, 240. 

— For the Papifts in this Reign 
had always a confiderable Intereft at 
Court, and ufed all poffible Intrigues 
in the Management of it. 

A deplorable Sign of a weak and 
mercenary Court. 

— Without any legal Difcharge,; 
and looked like a formed Plot, 

The King was too much inclined 
to indemnify and protect the Breakers 
of the A&t of Uniformity. 

The Parliament fenfible that .the 
King, profeffing Indulgence to Dit 
fenters, encouraged Priefts and Jefu~ 
its, and done in Favousof them. 

But no more intended thai te-keep 
the Lord’s Day, and not to ¥2"vici- 
ous, debauched, and profane; though 
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History. 


Secretary Nicholas put out, and 
Arlington put in his Place. 


248. Indulgence in 1662. 


2'51. A- Dutch Fleet made Prife 
before the War declared. 

Fears and Jealoufies of Popery 
from the Queen Mother. 


264. An Addrefs of the two Houfes 
in 1666, for executing the Laws a- 


gainft Priefts and Jefuits gracioufly- 


condefcended to, 

265, Diverfe Infults and Injuries 
of the Dutch in the Year of the At- 
tempt upon Chatham. 


266. The Earl of Clarendon turned 
out and impeached. 


270, The Bill of Banifhment of 
him paffed. 


The triple League between Eng- 
land, Holland and Sweden, for fav- 
ing of Flanders, 

274. The Queen Mother died. 


Parr Ill 


LIBELs 
againft other Proclamations, all theg 
Things were Favourites. : 

Advances towards the Church of, 
Rome appeared in the Changes x 
Court.te . 

It was certainly the Strength of Po- 
pery that made the Separation, in 
England, 

Apparently done for Favour to 
Popery. : 

More arbitrary than the Law of.’ 
Nations allows. 

And the King’s own Difpofition * 
to any Thing that he was told fhould 
Be confiftent with his Intereft and 
Pleafures, 

— Did not faffer the King to dof 
lefs than to iffue his Proclamation, 


But the Peace made without 
Thought of a Reprifal or Demand of 
Satisfaction ; but that Expe@tation was 
obviated by an Article. 

By that Mark of Difgrace delivered 
up to his Enemies, no Doubt for 
hearty oppofing Popery. 

And it eafily obtained the Royal 
Affent, for it was the wifeft Courfe 
to prevent a legal Anfwer (of the 
Earl) and to ftop the Difcovery of 
fome Secrets that muft have been 
otherwife expofed. 

Covered the King fora While a- 
gainft the Sufpicions of Popery and 
French Interett. 

She was no more popular in the 
Reign of her Son, than the had been 
in that of her Royal Hufband, and 
had the Imputation of bringing no 
lefs Mifchiefs on the one Reign, than 
fhe had Miferies on the other. 


Cuap. X. 


HastTory. 
Page 278. The King’s Sifter came 
toe ron a Vifit Of Love to her 


qprother. ; 


She left Mademsifelle Carwell, af- 
terwards Duchefs of Port/inouth, 
279. Alliance with France. 


w 180, Proclamation for the old Ar- - 


my ‘Officers to go out of London, 


182, The Addrefs in 1670, appre- 
hending Danger of Popery, and de? 
iring that the Laws might be exc- 
fre on all Recufants, efpecially 

riefts and Jefuits. 

284. Mr. Coventry fent Embafla- 
dor to Sweden, ; 


285. The Exchequer fhut up. 


286, The Indulgence in 1672, 
with diverfe Reafons. 


/ 


288. The King, for the public 
Good, during the Dutch War, dif- 
penfed with the Act of Navigation 
and Trade. 


' 289. The King fent to mediate a 
. Peace to fave Holland. 


EX#WMEN. 


LiBeL. 
In Appearance; and in Défign, for 
a Meffage from the French Court to 
break ‘the triple League, and fo draw 


in the King to affilt’ France againft 
. the Dutch. 3 


An Object of the King’s Affection, 
and of the Nation’s Hatred. 
Intrigue of new Friendfhip, and 
affifted fetting up the French Fleet 
with Englijb Men and Timber, *s 
The King by his new Counfets and 
Correfpondence with France, became 
jealous of his own Subjects. 
Supprefling Conventicles a necefla- 
ty Means to difcourage Popery, fo 


the King could not forbear iffuing - 


his Proclamation. 
\ 

The King, drawn to promote the 
Grandeur of France, took Bribes, 
and the Plot of France was againft 
the triple League, the Laws againft 
Papifts, and the fitting of the Parlia- 
ment, all which were fatally accom- 
plithed, 

The King caught by the French 
in a Net, was ill ufed and forced to 
begin the War. 

To ftop the Diffenters Mouths, but 
(excepting his own Quiet) for no 
Reafon but Liberty to Papifts and 
Exercife of arbitrary Power. 

-The doing this, without Confent 
in Parliament, was a very ill Ex- 
ample, and might grow into other 
more pernicious Acts of arbitrary 
Power. 

Here the Author hath tacked a 
Parcel of Queries by Way of Mif- 
conftruction, too long for this Index, 
but difcovers (as he fays) the Intrigue 
of this Embafly. baat 
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. History. 
Page 292. A Law in Scotland af- 
firming the King’s Authority in Ec- 
clefiafticals, : 


296. Earl of Shaftsbury, having 
turned againft the King, and head- 
ing the malecontent: Party, was re- 
moved'from the Great Seal. 

297. The Parliament defirous of 
Peace, and weary of the Treaty of 
Nimeguen. 


Jbid. A Proclamation in May 
1673, againfta Report that the Par- 
Hiament was to be diffolved. 


298. Farther prorogued to April 
1674. 


Proclamation again{ft Priefts and 
Jefuits harbouring about London, and 
a Premio for a Difcovery. 

299. Pieces of Coleman’s Letters. 
Note, Oates’s Plot was not yet dif- 
covered, 


301. A Royal Declaration, Fed, 
1674, full againft Popery in all the 
Points of it upon the feveral Laws. 


303. The Earl of Danby’s Teft a- 
gainft taking Arms, &c. and not to 
attempt altering the Government in 
Church and State, 1675. 

304. The King averfe to a War 
with France. 


Parr IH, 


fa me LIBELa 

auderdale «got the  difpenfin 
Power enaéted’ by a Law, arate 
a ftanding Army livipg upon free 
Quarter, made the People take thé’ 
Teft. . 

Charged to be done only for a 
Speech in the Exchequer againtt ftale 
Projects, and at the Procurement of 
the Duke of York. 

The Commons weary of War, and 
apprehenfive of the Power and In« 
trigue of France, they did encoufage. 
the States of Holland to a fecret Cor- 
refpondence with them on that Oc- 
dafion, Qua@re, How near came that 
to High Treafon? : 

The Parliament, long endeared b 
many agreeable Acts and Supplies, 
left the Report might irritate fome 
leading Members and .be otherwife 
prejudicial to his Affairs, 

The King not inclinable to let 
them fit to remonftrate againft Po- 
pery. 

That he might feem to anfwer the 
Addreffes of the laft Seffions. 


~— Reafon for Jealoufies of Pope- 
ry, for the Plot long carried on to 
fupport, if not to reftore Popery, be- 
gan to appear, as by the (then undif- 
covered) Letters. . 

— Ona Principle of Wifdom the 
King commanded his own Inclina- 
tions, and to quiet the Minds of his 
Subjects, &e. 

To purge the Houfe of Commons 
or to refine them. 


Becaufe, as he faid, it would be 
made Ufe of to ruin his Minifters. 


Car. X. 


Hostory. : 
» Page 307. Proclamation to put 
down Cdffee-Houfes, 


The two Princeffes epifcopally 
confirmed. 


1 308. The King having made Peace 
with Holland. 


— And being in Neutrality. 


— Proclamations iffued for fecur- 
ing the Neutrality, and Order of the 
Ports for equal Proteétion. 


309. Troubles about the French 
Captures, and Redrefs hard to be got 
in France. 

The Proclamation in December 
1679, that the Parliament fhould 
meet and fit, to the End the Mem- 

. bers might attend, 

The Attempt to diffolve the Par- 
liament, on Account of their being 
prorogued for above a Year, fruitlefs, 
and fome punithed for it, 


310. The Earl of Shafifbury not 
complying to recant bis Affertion of 
the Diffolution of the Parliament in 
‘the Houfe of Peers, his Petitions for 
his Liberty (which the reft obtained 
by fo doing) were rejected, 

311. A Complaint in Council of 

the great-Refort to the Queen’s and 


. 


EXAMEN. 


Lise, . 

The People fo impatient for Peace, 
and jealous of Popery and French 
Power, that they reflected on the 
King and his Miniftry to a high De- 

ree. 

Under fuch Apprehenfions of Po- 
pery raifed by the Duke of York; .a 
Comfort that he could not influence 
his Daughters, (Buc no Thanks to 
the King by whofe Means they were 
fo educated.) 

Unwillingly. 


The Dutch fefpetted he gave {e- 
cret Affiftance to France. 

While the King fo generoufly pro- 
teCted the French Shipping, our Vet- 
fels could not be protected, but were 
pick’d up as in open War. 

Had a good Effet, for it made the 
People defire a Parliament, and an 
actual War. 

The Eyes and Mouths of the Ci- 
ty and Country were open, and to 
quiet them by a Profpect of Sitting, 
Se. 

No Wonder the Houfes agreed to 
conferve themfelves, the Miniftry 
could not think of parting with a 
Parliament they had been at prodi- 
gious Expence to keep in a giving 
Humor; the major Part of the Mem- 
bers paid dear for their Elections, 
and knew how, by their Votes, to 
reimburfe themfelves. 

Finding it in vain to apply to the 
King, he had Recourfe to an Habeas 
Corpus, 


The Danger of Popery was indeed 
more vifibie and more _ {candalous 
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EX AME N. 


History, 
Embaffadors Chapels, whereupon 
the King made a full Order againft it. 


Page313. Aaron Smith taken up by 
Order of the Lords, and committed 
for affirming publicly that the Parlia- 
ment was diflolved. 

312. The Parliament prorogued 
in April 1676. 


361, The Libel of Andrew Mar- 
vel, called the Growth of Popery, 
ordered to be profecuted; and a 
Premium for difcovering of the Au- 
thor, 

363. The King was againft the 
Dutch making a feparate Peace. 


367. The King made a Speech 
to the Houfes upon the Subject of 
Supplies for faving of Flanders. 


At the Defire of the Commons, he 
called over his Forces from Flanders 
to be difbanded, 

368. A Proclamation to prohibit 
Recufants reforting to London, and 
to recall all Perfons out of Semina- 
ries, 


369.The long Parliament diffolved, 


370.. The Middlefex Juftices came 
with fome Queries about Recufancy 


Part III, 


7 Liget! 
every Day, Intermiffions of Parliae 
ments gave Impunity and Connivance 
to Priefts and Jefuits.* =~ 
To reftrain and terrify the Peo- 
ple fd any fuch Freedom of Dit 
courfe, 


His Majefty afraid of their fitting 
too long, and meddling with Peace 
and War, which, at this Junéture 
above all other, he had Reafon td 
referve to himfelf, ‘ 

The Dangers of Popery and the 
Advances of the Popith Intereft at 
Court, were freely reprefented in it,, 
and was fo offenfive to the Miniftry 
that the King ordered, &c. 

Either to fall in with the general 
Inclination, or to cover the Duke of 
York, and his Friends, from the Con- 
fequences of the Popith Plot. 

He betrayed himfelf to be weary 
of their Proceedings, and was in 
Hatfte to get the Bill for Money, and 
to difmifs the two bufy Houfes, 

He fell eafily into this Defign, be- 
caufe it depended on a Bill for Mo. 
ney. 

The Prorogation encouraged them 
(the Papifts) that they talked fo high, 
&e. \ . 

N\ 

Many Reafons; one was that it 
was to protect the Popifh Lords in 
the Tower for the Plot (of which 
the King knew moft) but undoubt- 
edly the greateft Reafon of all was 
to cover the Duke of York from the . 
Refentment of the Commons, and 
the Indignation of the People. 

There was a Difpofition in the 
Court torelax the Orders lately given, 


ae 


Cuap, X& 


HistTory.- 


EXAMEN. 


LiBen. 


as to Foreigners, and touching Oaths for putting the Laws in Execution 


and. Scewrities, 


Lage 374. The Privy Council 
changed, and the Parliamegg made 
acquainted. 

376. Limitations offered for Secu- 
rity againft a Popith Succeffor. 

379. The Petition of Oates and 
Bedloe againt Sir William Scroggs, 
+he Lord Chief Juftice of the King’s 
Bench, heard at Council, and dif- 
jniffed for Want of Proofs. 

380. The King complied with 
all the Parliamentary Addreffes. ~ 


381. And iffued his Orders, De- 
clarations, and Proclamations accord- 


ingly. 


Proclamation againft Duelling. 


Whig and Tory. 


. 


385. Proclamation for Pardon to 


any Difcoverers of the Popith Plot. 


388. The Bill of Exclufion thrown 
out of the Houfeof Lords, the King 
being prefent. (As he was ufually 
at Debates without Notice taken of 
him.) 


againft Papiftry, and, upon this 
View, the Juftices, &c, 

He had Reafon to value himfelf 
upon an Eftablifhment fo grateful,@c, 


Thefe were good Words but, &e. 


Nothing more acceptable at Court 
than ridiculing and ftifling the Plot. 

His Lordfhip was favoured and 
vindicated in all Particulars by the 
King and Council, 

To keep the People in Amufe- 
ment by feeming himfelf to thew a 
great Affection and Zeal for the Pro- 
teftant Church eftablithed. 

And yet, after all, the King was 
believed, by all thofe that beft knew 
him, to be a Papift in his Heart, 
and a profeffed Encourager of ridi- 
culing and fupprefling the Popith 
Plot, which never ended in his 
Reign nor with his Life. 

Whig and Tory made the People 
quarrel at Elections and elfewhere, 

W big Divines hearty in Zeal againft 
Popery, ftedfaft to the Rights and 
Liberties of Church and State. 

Other (viz. Tory) Clergymen run 
into high Notions of Paffive Obe- 
dience_and unbounded Prerogative. 

To ftop the Torrent of the Hout, 
and to feem to fall in with them in 
a like Zeal againft Popery; but’the 
Commons little fatisfied with Court 
Promifes to fupprefs Popery. 

To encourage an Oppofition, 
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EXAMEN, 


, History. 
The Lord Ofory, and Sir Leokine 
Senkins preferred. 


Page 390.The Lord Chandois (hav- 
ing joined with the faétious Petitioners 
for the Parliament) refufed by the 
King to be his Embaflador in Turkey, 
but, on Submiffion, admitted. 

391. Sir Fob Charleton and Ray- 
mond made Judges, and Sir George 
Feffries Chief Juftice of Chefer, and 
a Call of Serjeants. 


The King enjoined the Judges to 
give in Charge the Laws againft Re- 
cufants,who reported their Diligence, 
and were approved. 


392. One Thompfin cenfured by 
the Commons for a Zory Sermon at 
Briftal. 


393. The Parliament called to fit 
at Oxford, and that place petitioned, 
againit by the factious Lords, 


397. The Oxford Parliament dif 
folved, and the King went to Wind- 
Jor that Night, and next Day to 
London, 


r 


398. The King’s Declaration of 
Reafons for his diffolving the two laft 


Parr, IL 


~ Lirpey, 

The King preferred thofe whq 
were in the Intereft of the Wake b 
York, and had oppafed tHe Pro.? 
ceedings of the Commons, though aé 
few plpular Men had titular Fa. 
vours to fweeten and reconcile them 
to the Court. 

How far the being of a Party was 
a Recommendation, was fhewed &e, 


i 

For the moft unhappy Partiality, 
in the Difpofal of the Royal Favours, 
was to find out thofe Lawyers who - ‘ 
were thought moft inclinable to carry ° 
the Prerogative beyond Law. ’ 

His Majefty was under a popular 
Neceffity of declaring his A ffeétion for 
the Church of England, and of ex- 
prefling of Zeal againft Popery; but 
indeed all this was but a Feint in 
Politics, and a Neceffity of the Court 
to be carried along with the Stream of 
the Country. 

The Clergy were fufpected of be- 
ing Popithly affected for abhorring 
Petitions, oppofing of the Affocia- 
tion, and the Bill of Exclufion, 

The Change of the Place difpleaf- 
ing to the Cities of London and Weft. 
minfter, and tothe Houfes, who ap- 
prehended fome arbitrary Defign in 
It. 

He immediately took Coach, and 
drove in great Hafte to Windfor, 
where he lay that Night, and next 
Morning he pofted to London, ex- 
tremely pleafed that he had got a De- 
liverance from the Parliament. 

Had raifed up a general Spirit 
of Difcontent in the People; this 

Parliaments, w. 


CuHap. X, 


History. 
Parliaments, publithed. 


College chatged with High Trea- 
‘fon, indi€ed in London, but ignora- 
mufed ; then 


‘ 


He was indided of High Treafon, 


At the Affifes at Oxford. 
Tried, attaint, and executed. 


Earl of Shaft/bury accufed of High 
Treafon by Indi€@ment, ignoramufed, 


The loyal Apprentices had a Feaft, 
and two Bucks and Company were 
fent from the Court, 


Page 402. At Hicks’s Hall, the 
Seffions for Middlefex, the Grand 
Jury Pannel was ordered to be re- 
formed purfuant to the Statute 
3 Hen. VIL 


403. The French Refugees came 
over, and were received and en- 
. couraged by the King. 


EX AMEN. 


Liber. 
made the King defcend to’an Apo- 
logy for himfelf. v. more Fol, 395. 

The King had taken Offence at 
the Oxford Parliament for the Zeal 
of the People in many of their Elec- 
tions, and the particular Refpect paid 
to the City Members in a great Reti- 
nue waiting upon them, © 

This Mechanic was to be made 
an Example for meddling with Poli- 
tics, 

Hoping to- find a 
Grand Jury, 

A Matter refolved upon above, he 
muft die. 

Propofed to make an Example of 
a Peer as well as a poor Commoner ; 
My Lord Shaftfbury was moft odious 
to the Court, 

The King had condefcended to a 
meaner Thing (than flighting the 
factious Sherriff; who had before 
come from the City with an Invita- 
tion) by diftinguifhing the loyal Ap- 
Prentices, giving two Bucks, fending 
Courtiers, &c. all which was no lefs 
than to encourage Servants againit 
their Mafters, 

Diffenters were odious to the Court, 
not as Separatifts &c. And the 
Churchmen acceptable to the King, 
not as Members of a true Commu. 
nion, but as Promoters of Royal 
Prerogative, and Supporters of the 
Duke of Yor’, the former were sot 
to be trufted upon common Juries. 

A good Opportunity of pleafing 
his own Proteftant Subjects, But 
while this Care was taken of foreign 
Proteftants, there was a vigorous 
Profecution of Proteftant Diffenters 
at Home to hindes Tle: ce] 


more pliable 


EXAMEN 


Hrs Tory. 
The Law took Place againft the 
Recufants without Diftin@ion. 


One Harvey fpoke treafonable 
Words in a Cottee-Houfe. 


Complaint againft the Clerk of 
the Peace of Wilts, for corrupt fa- 
vouring of Papifts, reprimanded by 
the King, and fent to the Juftices to 
be punifhed. 


A Refcue in Lancafbire of a Pa- 
pift’s Goods upon a Levy, which the 
King ordered the Judges ftri@ly to 
punifh. 

Page 404, The Duke of Mon- 
mouth in Difgrace. 


405. Quo Warranto againft the 
City of London, 


407. A Whig Feaft publicly fam- 
moned on a Thankfgiving for De- 
liverance from the Plot, forbidden 
by the King. : 

A Popifh Reeufant by Perjury had 
got into a Cure, but, by the King’s 
efpecial Order, was taken and pu- 
nifhed according to Law. 


Parr Il. 


~ Lipem 

The King, «whofe Principle and 
Practice (even againft Law) Mid-béen - 
to indulge the Diffenters, Was NOWg: 
drawn, in to profecute them, 

Th8Statute 35 Elizabeth defigned 
againft Popith Recufants, rigoroufly 
executed againft all Sorts of Diffen- 
ters (this is falf?) which gave Dif- 
content, and occafioned rude Re- 
fleGtions. 

Diffenters pitied for very great Par. 
tiality fhewn them in protecting Poi. 
pifts from the penal Laws, whica 
had their Edge turned on the Diffen- 
ters, fo notorious that a Com-~ 
plaint, &c. 

This Countenance of the Court 
made the Papifts, not only fafe but, 
extremely infolent, for, &c, 





His Lenity in Scotland (about the 
Rebellion at Bothwell) to a People 
made by Oppreffion mad, gained him 
the ill Will of a predominant Party 
at Court; the Zeal he fhewed, fome- 
time after, in Profecution of the Po- 
pith Plot, and Friendthip with the 
Duke of York's Enemies, concurred 
to his Fall. 

To take away the Election of 
Sherriffs, which, effected, gave, the 
Advantage, not only to make a Com. 
mon Hall, but Houfe of Commons 
too. 

His Majefty was pleafed to affert 
his Supremacy in the Right of ap- 
pointing public Fafts and Thankf. 
givings on this frivolous Occafion. 

Under the Duke’s Proteétion many 
Roman Catholics were publicly en- 
couraged and preferred; and’ fome 
acted a more fecret Part, affuming | 

A 


Cuap, X. 


His tory. 
a 


A Riot on the 6th of November, 
on Pretence of Bonefires, punjfhed, 


Page 408. The Rye Plot difco- 
vered by Mr. Kezling. 


409. The Earl of Effex killed 
himfelf in the Tower, by fome (kna- 
vifhly and falfly) fuggefted to have 
been murdered. 


The King was concerned at it. 

Mr, Yodrel, the Clerk of the 
Houfe of Commons, got an Order 
in Council that no Perfons fhould 
print the Votes, (This was to fecure 
his Profit by Copies.) 

416. The King’s Reafons in his 
Declaration for diffolving, &e, 


424. The Oxford Decree pre- 
fented to the King (being a Condem- 
nation of rebellious Principles.) 


429. The King’s Sicknefs, Attend- 
ance of the Clergy, and his final De- 
_ mile. 


EX AMEN. 


LIBe:, * 
the Name of Proteftants, and fo _ 
getting into Places. 

Zeal againft Popery now only a 
Fa@tion, the eminent in it diftin-- 
guifhed as feditious, and Enemies to 
the King; on this Rule, Rejoicings 
on the sth of November to be put. 
down, (fal/e). 

Thefe evident Violations of Liberty 
and Property, improved by nearer 
Profpects of Popery, provoked many 
Nobility and Gentry to enter into 
Meafures of topping the Torrent of 
the Court, and keeping, ut poftible, 
their Laws and Liberties, 

Thefe Circumftances happened to 
confirm it, the King and Duke of 
York were at that Time within the 
Tower, where they had not been for 
fifteen Years before, &c. 

Seemed to be concerned. 

The King refolved not to be 
troubled with another Houfe of 
Commons, and laboured to fupprefs 
all Accounts of the late Proceedings 
of Parliament, 

Arraigned the Diffenters in folemn 
Form. (Note, no one Word of them 
in the Declaration.) 

Churchmen in Reputation, not 
for the Sake of Purity of their Faith, 
nor for their loyal Eftablifhment,. 
but for the Diftinétion of Loyalty, 
7. e, Interefts of the Court, and Duke 
of York's Succeflion. 

The King is here declared a Liber. 
tine in Life, profane in Humor, pro- 
feffed Proteftant, but of little or no 
Religion; and, if he could believe 
to have Salvation in the Church of 
Rome (only) without Repentance, fit 
to die a PapiftY (Se in fort. for 
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Reafons why 
the Author’s 

odious Flatte- 
Ties are not fal- 
Jen upon here, 


"The whole re- 






RingCharlent ke 
andthe P—— 
of O—~ 
throuzhout. 


EXAM EN. Part IIL 


History. Lise, 
° Conclufion, bis Majefty, in the Qua» 
lity of an impenitent Sinn€y is, by 


this pious Author, fent direeth to the 


Devil. 


Without much Breach of Charity, one might, in the Behalf of the 
late King Charles 1, return the Author his Compliment in Specie; but 
hiss Examples are to be avoided. And now, after this fulfom Recapitu- 
lation, I am almoft athamed of my Catalogue, as -being toe black to 
be believed. And yet I am fenfible I have left out feveral general Heads 
as bad, as well as many Particulars under this of flandering Majefty » 
and that what I have exprefied wants Force, as, by proper Wording, 
might be given them; and what, with a little more Application, iy 
there were any Gufto in fuch Dunghil Work, might be more enlarged 
and demonftrated. But, to avoid the Fetor, let us be gone as far off from 


this, as true Hiftory can be thought removed fram a brafen Libel with ° 


that of the former in the Title, impudently declared Compleat, and done 
by an impartial Hand, ftaring in the Front, to the Scandal and Offence of 
ak Ingenuity and Truth, 


CONCLUSION. 


II. I mentioned the Omiffion of diverfe whole Heads of Abufe ; ‘but one 
is more effential to fuch an Examen as this, than fome others are; and 
that is the Author's faftidious Flatteries: For hitherto we have dealt only 
with his Inveétives, which are the malicious Part of his Work. And J 
own it may be an Objection to this Defign here, that little or no Notice 
fhould be taken of the flattering Part; which is a plentiful Crop, if the 
Pains had been taken to gather it together; and it is as bad a Fault in Hiftory 
to panegyrife, as to fatyrife, without Reafon. But I frame an Excufe for 
my elf, befides what has been touched, which is, in fhort, that fuch an 
Undertaking muft have drawn me into a Guilt like what I cHarge upon him, 
the {peaking Evil of Dignities. And that I abfolutely decline; let every one 
go away with the Author’s Praifes (if his Encomiums may be thought any) 
as he is pleafed to beftow them. My Defign was, partly to reétify, and, by 
Some Memoirs of Paflages, to enlarge the Hiftory of that Time; and more 
particularly in wiping away the Filth which the Author hath fpewed upon 
the Memory of King Charles 11 and his good Government; and not to 
quarrel with anyeGovernments or Governors whatever. 

II. And the Author hath contrived his prime Flatteries fo as one cannot 


. touch them without falling upon Comparifons, which would be counted in- 


vicious; but he is moft grofly guilty of it. For the better Obfervation of 
: which, 


a 


| ee 
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5 Cuap, X. EXAM E N. 673 
Ss. Z which, I fhall, only advertife his Reader,to mark well his Condugt of two 

~ Characters from the Beginning to the End of them. One is of King = 





2" _. Chawles@l, and the other of the P of O——, and the Author’s Excel- 


Bic fence, if this Way, will appear in Perfection. For thefe two CharaGers he 
a makes the re{pective Rendefvgnfes, or common Places, of all Evil and of all- 
; Good. * T need not foretel wdlich is which; for his Invention and Style is 
not fo fatyricah_and contemptuous'oftheone, as itis a latory and idola~ 
trous of the other: And this fo grofs, that, if both thofe Royal Perfans 
were living, I can fearce fay. which had moft Reafon to hate him. Iam __. 
fure both muft defpifé him. And (barring the Ufe of fuch a Tool, in nice ( 
Times, for Popularity, among a Rabble of Ignorants; which makes the ~ / 


2n Derifion 5 for-he was noBpicure Mammon that, for his Flatterers, would Bod 


Ghoofe the graveft of Divines that could be got for Money. 


. - | Ra 2 “a 
— . “ . a ' ; 


wee faftidious Thing be tolerated) yet inwardly the P—s— muft have had him = 
aS 
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REFLECTIONS 


Upon fome PASSAGES in 


‘Mr LE CLERC’ -: 
LIFE of Mr JOHN LOCKE. 


SIR, 


have procured Mr. Le Clerc’s Life and Charaéter of Mr. John Locke, 
| the Englifb Edition 1706; and, obferving what he fays of the Earl of ~~ 
Shaftfoury, I have fet down the following Notes, by which you may, 

difcern the Candor and Sincerity of the Author. Firft, fpeaking of the’ 
Earl of Shaft/bury, Chancellor of England, he fays 

Page 8. When his Lordfhip returned the great Seal to the King. 
It is a Liberty, peculiar to Libellers, to turn Truth into Lyes by falfe In- 
finuations. Would not any one here think the Earl was not turned out, 
but furrendered? Indeed it looks greater fo; which was Reafon enough for 
a Term of Art in a Phrafe, which he thought would not be readily per- 
ceived. He fays 

Ib. That Money from France was not fufficient to carry on the War, 
This is Garniture after the Ufage of the Pamphlets and Libels at that Time: 
Their Rule of writing was to make the King odious; and, for that End, 
the Alliance with France was ever exaggerated as their chief Topic; and 
it’ is a Wonder to obferve how much of that Learning is found in a Page or 
two of this Book, and with what fpirited Malice it is put in. 
Ib. The King thought it neceffary to try what the Parliament would raife 
bim, : 

It was not ofily an Experiment to be made, but the only Intent of the 
Meeting was to raife Money for the Dutch War ; for all Shifts were over, 
the Exchequer ftopped, and French Money failing (as he fays) Nothing was 
left, but for the King to throw himfelf upon the Parliament for Supplies, 








Ih ! 


Refletions on Mr. Le-Clerc’s Life of Mr. John Locke. 


Ib. For this Purpofe there was a Draught, prepared in the King’s Council, 

of the Speech which she Lord Chancellor was to make to the Parltament, to 
—porfuad€ them to approve the War, 

x It is fot eafy to make'this, and what follows, appear to be fo very falfe, 


‘asI am apt to believe it apt be there is no living Authority to apply to;_ 


moft, if not all thofe, that were near enough to know, are now dead ; and 
common Fame, as alfo fome written Authority, charges the Speech upon the 
Earl himfelf without any fuch tutoring in Council: But what is all that to 
a bold Lye, pretended to be a Secret lately come forth, and vented to the 
World by an Author of this Man’s Pretenfions? Painters difcern Copies by 
a Difcerpancy between the Defign and the Performance; fo here, from the 
fubje& Matter, and the fetting it out, a Judgment may, I think, be 
made, 

* An Englifo Workman fhould have been_called in to affift, to have here 
mended the Formulary Part, which is grofly miftaken, and fhews plainly 
the Romance of a Foreigner. Fot there never was fuch a Thing done 
as a Draught of a Speech prepared in Council, or in the Cabinet (if we al- 
low the Author to mean that) and it cannot well be done: For penning a 
Speech is a Bufinefs of Privacy, where there is Freedom to invent, alter, 
think, and correét; and not for a Board, where all will be Correétors, and 
none Inventors; and where the croffing and thwarting one another, in Mat- 
ter of Flight or Expreffion, muft difturb all Compofition of that Kind, and 
render it impoffible to be done in that Manner, There may be indeed Heads, 
or Minutes of Things, proper to be infifted upon, prepared, and fet down 
in Council; but the Compofition of a Speech never was fo made. This, 
though but a Circumftance, is yet fufficient to thew the Story to be a Fi- 
étion; for Truth is uniform, and hath no fuch Flaws. 

But the Author’s Defign was (and that mifled him) to clear the Earl of 
the whole Matter, both of counfelling the War, and having to do with the 
Speech ; for, fetting afide the Delenda eft Carthago, the whole Tenor of it 
is to juftify the War, and with fuch a Spirit as fhews it was ex mimo, 
And, fince the Author’s Skill would clear him of all as well as part, why 
fhould he cobble, but fhew him to his Am/ferdammers as clear as Chryftal. 

But yet an Infant, or rather an Idiot (if I may fo fay) in Bufinefs of the 
Englifo Court, muft know that never, fince the Office of Chancellor was 
heard of, was there fuch an Affront put upon one in that high Poft, ag to 
prepare a Speech for him; andthe Thing is next to impoffible. And the 
Author fhews an Affection too ftrong for Difcretion, or elfe that his Whig- 
Mafters here had ill inftru€ted him ; otherwife he could never have thus fet 
forth the Making, firft, a Chancellor, and then his Speech. 

We will yet go nearer with him, and fuppofe what may be, and was, 
teafonable, though I believe, in that Cafe, it did not happen; which is that 
his Lordfhip, after he had prepared his Speech, laid it before his Majefty 

» in Council, that the Whole might have his Allowance; and then, what- 
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ever the Event was, he could not be blamed. And fo it is not impofiible 
but a Wérd or two might be altered, or fome Conceit,inferted; and, if the 
Author had coined his Story right, he would have put it forth in fhis Man--~ 
nér, But the leaft’ Untruth in the Manner, much more one fo grofs ay 
this, taints the Whole, and betrays the Falfity. i 

There is yet more to alledge againft this Fible. It is not likely any one 
would pretend to criticife upon a Lord Chancellor’s Speech. If his Lord- 
fhip knows his Mafter’s Aims, and applies to that, the Form and Figures 
are left wholly to him, who is fuppofed to be a Mafter Penman, and, in 
that and Eloquence, fuperior to the reft. I can a little guefs at this, be- 
caule that there was once a Lord Keeper *, who, as I have heard, intended 
(if he. had been truited to fpeak after the King in Parliament) to have nid 
a Draught of his Speech before the King, and not have fpoken one Wor 
or Syllable, but what his Majefty had been fo made acquainted with, and 
approved. But, as Affairs then ftood, it was fufpected he would have ufed 
fome Expreflions not altogether agreeabfe to the King’s Mind ; and, for that: 
Reafon, it was thought more proper to divert his {pcaking at all (as was * 
done) than to trim his Speech for him; becaufe that would occafion an in- 
vidious Diflike of his Expreflions, and for Reafons given that perhaps would 
not be fatisfactory to him; or elfe he might be put upon faying fomewhat 
that did not {quare with his Judgment. The Author is not acquainted with 
thefe Decorums of a Court, nor how tender they are of the Countenance of . 
fo great a Man as the Chancellor is, who, in Forms of Law and Speak- 
ing, is ufually the Oracle of the Court: Elfe he would never have brought 
one to the Council, to take from them a Speech that he was to make in 
Parliament, and without allowing him to have a Hand fo much as in the 
Compofure of it, This may be believed by thofe that know no better. 

Nor is this all; for the Story is the more egregious, the Scene being laid 
in a Court fo fupine in Bufinefs as that was: The King was always glad 
of a forward Undertaker, for his Eafe; and, when he had fettled that Point, 
the Care was over with him: And I have heard diverfe fay that, in that 
Time, the Court was fo averfe to Bufinefs, that the Parliament was feldom 
thought of till it was at Hand; and then, as I faid, forward Undertakers 
were the moit grateful Counfellors: And how the Ear! flood in that Refpeét, 

I hall touch afterwards. The Author goes on, 

Page 8.—— But, this appearing too weak to the King and Council, as 
not preffing the Matter home enough, they thought fit to alter it, and, in 
Spite of the Lord Chancellor's Advice, to infert Delenda eft Car- 
thago. 

This Tale hath a Plot-like, or Narrative Relifh, fuch as comes from mean 
Fellows talking of Kings, Councils, and State Affairs. But I wonder why 
the Chancellor’s Wit fhould be fufpected, as that he could not make as quaint 
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and urging a Speech, and with as many Flowers of Force, and particularly 

that of the Delenda, &Sc. as any other Perfon about the King ; and*who was 
_othere infourt at that Time that would have fo far expoied himfelf to the 

jFary ofa Chancellor, as to pretend to put a Speech upon him? For there 

‘ were not many, if any, Secregs in thet Court, It was well known that the . 

Chancellor was the top Wit,dmongft them; and he was very liberal in the 

Ufe of it: His Copia was that Way, nor cared he though he let it fly when 

Difcretion faid no; and it muft be a Wonder who could be found to 

make a Speech for him. ‘The Men, that ferved in the Parts of the Law, 
as the Attorney General and Solicitor, if there had been fuch a monftrous 

Attempt as to go from the Keeper to them, were both averfe to the Court 

Model at that Time, and therefore not trufted: And the Treafarer Clifford, 

and the reft of the Cabinet, were moftly Men of Pleafure and Conceit,. ra~ 

ther than Pretenders to Eloquence ; fo that it is not eafy to find any other 
crafty Mafter of Speech-making, to the Purpofe of that Time, but the 
~. Chancellor. : 

I cannot but obferve the mean Part here affigned to the Chancellor, as in 
thefe Words; Againft his Sentiments, muft pronounce, obliged to 
get by heart, —~ much difordered, — yet Prefence of Mind and fluent, 
Mr. Locke behind prompting. All of a Plebcian Invention, ‘and fo 

contrary to the State of Affairs and Perfons at that Time, as renders the 

Story altogether incredible. It was well known that the Chancellor, in- 

ftead of being backward, was then Cardinal in the Opinion of the Court : 

And he got to be made Chancellor purely by the Intereft of a bold Under- 

taker, to do what the dull Minifter, he rofe upon, refufed to do; and 

that was to iffue a Commitfion of Martial Law, and to enjoin Suits againft 
the Bankers. The former he diverted ; but the latter he did half Way, and 
then dropped it: The Occafion will be touched, He was the notorious 

Author of the Stop of the Exchequer, and, as Sir William Temple fays, the 

Advifer of the Dutch War. Who was fitter than he to fupport, by his Au- 

thority in Public, the Counfels he had given in private? And for that End 

was he taken in; and the Pinch of the whole Affair turned upon a favour- 
able Acceptance in Parliament. He therefore of any Courtier was moft 
concerned to labour that Point with all the Efficacy and Invention he could; 
and fo, laying hard on in a Speech, to endeavour, if poffible, to make the 

Money come eatfily. i 

Tt is certain he was, at firft, the moft touring Chancellor that ever pref 
fed his Cufhion ; and he not only laboured with all his fubtile Arts (though 
his Writs, during the Prorogation, turned upon him) to fecure a Majority 
in the Houfe of Commons, but had wrought himfelf into ,a Belief that he 
fhould prevail. In Confidence of that, he infulted all Sorts and Orders 
of Men under him, defied the Officers of the Court, and Counfel, and their 

Forms, and would teach them that a Man of Senfe was their Superior. 
., Nor did the Commons efcape this Animadverfion; for he declared ae 
i that 
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that he knew not by what Law or Reafon they fhould fit and vote them- 
felves Privileges: And, at his firlt going to Weftminfer-Hall, a Cavalcade 
of all the Judges and Officers, a coloured Gown and ribboned Pantalooh 
made his Entry illuftrious, Now let any one judge if this freaking Chara 

» Ger, in which the Author hath drefied up hisjLordfhip, hath any Coherence 
with the State of Affairs, or with the Court at that Time, or any Shadow 
of Probability. ' 

. There is a farther Confideration yet, which makes this new Light to be 
a meer Will in the Wifp, that is a Cheat. It is near thirty Years* from 
the Time of Aétion, before it was revealed; and, in fuch a Period of Time, 
Forgers begin to lye boldly ; for they prefume there are no living Witneffes 
to confute them; and, if I am not miftaken, that is the Cafe here: For. alh 
that were of that Council, or Cabinet at leaft, where Matters of this Nature 
ufed to be confidered, are gone; and Mr. Locke himfelf, Page 8. (To whom 
his Lordfbip fhewed a great Concern at, this) is dead ; and who that other 
Friend, who had the fame Intimacy and Honour, was (who hath fince de-- 
clared the fame in Writing) doth not appear; but I guefs he is dead alfo, 
becaufe the Author fays fince declared in Writing, If he had been living, 
he would have told any one that had a Mind to be fatisfied; and, for that 
End, the Author fhould have named him; as he might have done, for it is 
no dangerous Bufinefs: But fuch affected Darknefs in his Authority, till he 
produces better, will argue he has none at all. I queftion much, if the no- 
ble Earl himfelf were alive and now amongft us, whether the Author, or 
any one elfe, durft have reported this diminutive Behaviour, fo unlike and 
unworthy a Lord High Chancellor of England; but rather think that he 
would have refented it as an Affront, and utterly difclaimed it. But this 
Author, for fetting up a Whig Hero, has debafed a Minifter of State down 
to a fcholaftic Obedience: And he is miftaken in the Thing itfelf alfo; for 
how doth it excufe? Or, rather, doth it not make the Fault more unjutti- 
fiable, that he did not do his Duty according to his Principle and Con. 
fcience? As might have been faid if he had fpoke his own Speech; but, as a 
f{neaking Tool of a Party, he fpoke directly againft his Confcience and Judg- 
ment, in the Matter and Form of that Speech, : 

Nor doth the critical Author bring him off by the Chancellor's being looked 
upon as the Mouth of the King. And the Refentment in Holland by fuch as 
were (Page 9.) ignorant of bis Sentiments, and the Office of a Lord Chan- 
cellor, For he thews himfelf ignorant of the Exgii/h Conftitution, in the 
moft principal Inftance of its Policy ; elfe he could never have put forward 
fuch a pitiful Subterfuge, or rather Shuffle, as this is. We know that the 
Minifters anfwer for all Aétions in their feveral Employs; and no Royal 
Command will excufe them, either for evil Counfel, or the leaft A& againft 
Law ; and what the Chancellor fays well, is his Mafter’s and his own; but 
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what is evil, is his own, and not his Mafter’s; and a Chancellor is never 
capable of exchfing himfelf in any unwarrantable Action, or Speeeh, upon 
athe King Command, I would afk any Englifb Gentleman, if this Chan- 
jfellor hed been impeached for a High Crime and Mifdemeanor, for falfif}~ 
‘ing publicly the King’s Aim and Purpofes by the War with Holland, which 
was only to have Satisfaction bn 
and to prevent the like for the future ; and for declaring, in his Majefty’s 
Namé, to the Parliament, that it was to deftroy the States of the United 
Provinces, becaufe they were our Rivals in Trade (for, fetting afide the 
Delenda eft Carthago, that is the Scope of the Speech) and the noble Peer 
fhould, by the Advice of Mr. Le Clerc, have come in with a whining De- 
fence to this Article, that truly the Speech was againft his Opinion; but it 
‘was brought ready made to the Council, and, in Spite of his Sentiment 
to the contrary, the Words Delenda, &c. were put in; and he, being com~ 
manded to fpeak it, got it by Heart, and, with help of a Prompter, made 
a Shift to get through it. Would*the Commons have taken this for an 
Excufe, or not rather for an Aggravation of his Crime? And would not the 
Lords, with Scorn and Indignation of his Meannefs, have found him guilty ? 
So fhallow a Critic is this Man in Englifh Affairs! And we may hope in 
God he will never have Means to be better inftru@ted. But I would not 
have him go away in a Security that, although moft of the living Witneffes 
of this Tranfaction are dead, there is not Teffimonium Rei loud in Oppo- 
fition to him; and alfo fome yet alive, that knew fo much. of the Cha- 
racters of Men, and the Nature of the Matters upon the Stage in thofe Days, 
as may with Boldnefs affirm this Fact, as he ftates it, to be falfe; and in- 
vented, not for the Honour of that noble Peer but, for bafe and fervile Pur- 
pofes, fuggefted by a malevolent Party then and yet raging amongft us, It 
is defired therefore, if he would clear himfelf of this Imputation, that he 
will either own his Miftake, and court the public Favour to excufe him up- 
on Account of his Byas and human Infirmity ; or elfe, produce good and 
examinable Evidence of the Fact, which I guefs no Man of Senfe will take 
upon his Word, or upon the Word of anyone elfe from a pofthumous Hear- 
fay : For we do not allow heroic Statefmen to be canonifed, as Popith Saints,. 
upon late collected Tradition and Tales, 

But I am gone off from another Argument in View, little lefs than de- 
monftrative ; and it is the Neglect of ufing a Truth, fo important and apo- 
logetical, in all the long Time when the Earl took the Poft of heading the 
malecontent Party, and after his carryings-on had brought him to the Tower, 
and when he was urged capitally by Indictments of High Treafon: During 
all which Time, nothing was left undone and unfaid, that could be thought 
proper, true or falfe, to make him popular; for all the Pamphlets and Li- 
bels, of that Time, made him Proteétor of the Proteftant Religion, and 
Oppofer of Tyranny and arbitrary Power (almoft in the very Words this. 
Author hath borrowed of them) and declared him to be perfecuted for 


ade for Injuries already done to his Subjects, ° 
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that and nothing elfe. Pretended. Plots againft his Life were cried about 
the Streets ; and it was faid that, thofe failing, Iri/h Witneffes were, fuborned 
to {wear Treafon againft him: All which, with a World more of Tach 
Dunghil Stuff, may be found in the Appeal, Second Growth of Popéry, and 
_the Three No Proteffant Plots, and other of ghe Author’s Originals, of the 
fame Sort, that infefted thofe Times, Now if the Earl’s Party could have 
cleared him of the Blot of this Speech, which ftuck hardeft upon him of 
any Thing he ever did in his whole Life, as this Author has now fo dexte- 
roufly dore, weuld they have forbore it? Efpecially when it would have 
transferred the Odium from him upon the Court, and have made a notable 
Article in the Growth of Popery; the marvellous Author of which, if it 
had been revealed to him, would have made the beft of it. And if the Mo-~ 
defty or Scruple of the Earl would not permit to fet it about, others, with- 
out, or againft, his Leave, would have done it; for it muft have been known 
to many, as well as to Mr. Locke and that other Friend; for the Court, as 
I faid, had no Secrets, and the Earl himfelf was not Tongue-tied. Nay the 
Compleat Hiftorian, of whom I thall make honourable mention, would have 
had it, and then not have owned, as he hath done, that it was an abomi= 
nable Speech. But, inftead of any Benefit taken of this moft opportune Paf- 
fage for the Purpofes I have touched, altum Silentium, not an Hifs of it; 
but, on the contrary, the wicked People, called Tories, were Continually 
laying this Delenda in his Dith ; whofe Mouths might have been ftopped if 
this Author’s Fox-Tail had been extant, and, confequently, the Lye muft 
remain at his Door, unlefs he can clear himfelf, as was before hinted, T 
cannot but ferioufly wonder that an Author of Mr. Le Clerc’s Name, thould 
ally himfelf fo clofe to a malevolent Faétion in another Country, and take 
and publith from them (if not invent and lye fpontaneoufly for them) fuch 
libellous Stuff, as I find in this Book. The very Extract and Stink of their 
Slanders are the Flowers of his Rhetoric: It were well if he would follow 
his Book. and let us alone, and not Doétor it in Matters which he is fo far 
from underftanding, that even his Party-Men here, for Want of due Skill 
in Affairs, have fallen into prodigious Errors and Miftakes in their Conduat; 
at leaft it were to be wifhed that he would not fo conftantly lick up what- 
foever is naufeous and depraved among us in Policy, Hiftory, and Religion ; 
and then vomit it back upon us again. 

But, to ftep forward a little, what follows is Matter of Derifion, rather 
than of Confutation; for the Author fays 

Page 9.——~ But this noble Lord, in a little Time after (his being made 
‘Chancellor, and having made his Speech to the Parliament) perceiving the 
Mark the Court .aimed at —left the Court Party. 

Hiftorian Choifé! Nothing is more notorious than that this noble Lord, 
when he was firft made Lord Chancellor, was the moft tranfcendent Pre- 
‘rogative. Man of the Age; and not only fuggefted, but aéted in the moft 

‘unwarrantable Steps then made; which I might largely thew if I would « 
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enter into Particulars; thofe touched, and well known to the Cotempora- 
rigs, fhallefuffice to juftify the Remark: So far was he from being a Stranger 
“to the Aims of the Court! He could not be ignorant of his own Thoughts, 
- Advices, and*A@tions, But, to thew by what Means a Revolution of his 


Meafures came about, I muit remember that, at the Entrance of that Sef.” 


fion of Parliament, in 1672, his Lordthip was marked out, by the Coun- 
try Members, to be impeached. In the firft Place, his Prorogation Writs 
mifcarried, and his Trick-chofen Friends were all turned out ; whereby it 
appeared the Country Party, inflamed againft him, had an undoubted Ma- 
jority; befides that the King had given up his Declaration of Indulgence 
(from which, by the Earl’s Advice, as was prefumed, he had at firft told 
them he would not depart) by which it appeared plainly that there would 
not be a Breach between the King and the Parliament upon his Account. 
Then his Lordfhip was enlightened, and, even while he was Chancellor, 
he fell in with the Meafures of the Anti-monarchifts; and, from a State 
of being impeached, he became their Favourite: And from thenceforth 
he kept his advanced Poft in the Managery of all the Party Concerns, 
and was cried up for a Bulwark againft Popery, and a Preferver of the 
Peoples Liberty and Property. This is what the Author calls perceiving 
the Aims of the Court; and to ferve his Turn, he would have his Lordfhip 
pafs for an Ignoramus, who knew nothing till the Great Seal cleared his 
Eye-fight, and difpelled the Mifts and Fogs, behind which the Court- 
Gunners lay in Ambufcade. 

Whether his Lordthip’s High-flying, as they call it, on the Side of the 
Court, was only for the Sake of Advantages to be had that Way, or elfe 
was owing to a fecret Underftanding with the moft defperate of the adverfe 
Party, as the hopefulleft Courfe to bring down the Monarch or Monarchy 
(for if the King, in the midft of a War, broke with the Parliament, he 
mutt needs then take undue Courfes to get Money, as“his Father did, and, 
purfuant to fuch an hopeful Beginning as ftopping the Exchequer, be un- 
done ; and, by that Means, the Earl appear uniform in all his Meatures ; 
for, from this Crifis, he continued the fame to the very laft) which of 
thefe was the Cafe, it is impoffible for either of us to determine; but there 
want not Colours to induce an Opinion either Way; and fo it is left to the 
free Arbitriment of Thought. 

But the Jeft is, according to this Author, the Earl had a Tutor too, the 
jolly Duke of Bucks. For he told him roundly that 

Page 9.——— Not only the Duke, but the King was a Papift. 

Which is fillier than all the reft; as if the Earl had not as great a Pene- 
tration as his Grace. The Earl was an acute, obferving Statefman and 
Courtier, and was as much, if not more, in the Way of obferving, than 
the Duke was or could be; for he was no Formalifer in his Morals, any 


more than his Grace, fo as to be thut out of the free Converfation of the 
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this Author’s Turn, he mutt be fent to School to this noble Railleur to 
learn the Marks the Court aimed at, and what the King’s Religion .was, 
If this had been pretended at that Time, it had bgen laughed at, aya Ban- 
ter fit only for fome Buffoon in a Coffee-Houfe to rally a*Country Put° 
ewith; and not taken for a Piece of ferious Kiftory, as this critical Author 
makes it, : 

We know very well that, in thofe Days, and for many Years after, when 
the Faction came to profefs, as they did, a tremendous Oppofition to the 
Crown, nothing was fo rife and current in their Mouths, as that the King 
was a Papift ; and a certain Cacodemoniac of a Compleat Hiftorian has 
lately dared to fay the fame in Print. And his Majefty might the better 
bear it, becaufe all his Minifters and Friends, all over England, were «in 
the fame Predicament; either Church Papifts, Papifts in Mafquerade, Po- 
pithly affected, or Adherents; as who will may fee, that will look into 
the Libels in Print. If faying will make a Man an Horfe, very few would 
want a Steed upon Occafion. And it was moft neceflary for the Faction . 
to put all upon that Point: For, as to the Duke, they had the Ball at their 
Toe, and thought they might hamper the Succeffion well enough: But 
that availed little, the Game would grow cold with keeping fo long ; they 
mutt keep it going, and draw the Whole to bear upon the prefent, by Af- 
fociations, Regulations of Commiffions, the Militia, &c. and fo diveft the 
King of all his Force upon Pretence of guarding the Provifion about the 
Succeffion, which might, in Time, work rarely. 

The Author and his Friends are miftaken if they think this Procefs is 
fo foon forgot; and how, like him, the Party was at a Lofs whether to let 
the King have any Religion at all, or no, or be really a Papift; and many, 
that made him a Papift, yet would have him to have no Religion, which is 
hard: But the Author hath artificially reconciled that Difficulty, by bring. 
ing in the Duke of Buckingham telling the Earl of Shaftfoury. 

Page 9. That the King, being a Papift, concealed it by fetting up 
Jor a Wit, and appearing, on all Occafions, indifferent as to Matters of 
Religion. 

This Scandal upon the King ferved to depreciate him in the People’s Opi- 
nion, as the Faction made full Account; and for that End only, and to 
have an Handle to put hard Meafures upon his prefent Power, they ine 
duftrioufly ventilated it abroad in all Coffee-Houfes, Clubs, and Prints of ° 
that Time. But yet they could never get the better of the King’s Beha- 
viour, which was regular, and conftant to the Service and Sacraments of 
the Church ; permitting the Laws to be executed in all the Rigor, as the 
FaG@ion demanded: Which they did, not that they liked Perfecution but, 
to expofe the King, thinking he would, out of Good-Nature, refufe them, 
This untoward Behaviour of the King was too hard for all their Calumny ;, 
and it ‘was ftrange to obferve what a Degree of Confidence and‘ Affection 
grew up between his Majefty and the People in general. notwithfandine 
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the cankered Endeavours of his Enemies 
if true, muft’clearly, demonftrate. 
~ ‘It is remarkable that this Author fhould be fo weak in Truth, to fet up 
.thus, at he qotli, to betan Echo of an old decrepit Faction amongft us, 

and to vent their Fuftian in Points and Tags at this Rate; and that at this. 
Time of Day, when there feems no Ufe at all to be made of it, but only 

to gratify an Itch of Leprofy of Slander. When Power and Government 

lay upon the Table, it was worth while to plot, cabal, and defame, Jin 
, _ Hopes of what, in their factious Opinions, was to follow; but it is the 

‘loweft Office of human Capacity, after the good Things are gone, to do 

the Drudgery of cleaning away the Filth from thofe that ftrove for them. 

And, for ought I fee, that is the Part this Author und his Friend, that 
other Cacodemon I mentioned, have undertaken; the latter by fpinning 
out a long continued Lye, and the former by Sna 


tches and Scraps; as may 
be feen if you take Notice how carefully, on every Occafion, he lards in 


the Cant of the Faction, viz. Pofery, Tyranny, and arbitrary Power, I 
muft confefs I cannot reconcile the Proceeding with common Senfe ; 
we will imagine they have fome Referve in their Minds of 
the old Game again; and therefore muft authenticat 
paft and exploded Praétices: But enough of this. 

Before I go farther, I muft obferve the Author’s Miftake in making the 
Godly Duke of Bucks Tutor to the Earl of Shafifbury ; for, in Truth, 
they were Fellows and Companions in the Headfhip of the Sober Party. 
They were together in the Project of diffolving the Parliament by Mob- 
Law, and went lovingly to the Zower, being committed by the Houfe of 
Lords for it: But the Duke fubmitted firft, and got out; the other ftaid 
longer, and made the utmoft Proof of the Experiment; but recanted alfo 
at laft. They joined in becoming Citifens: The Earl had a great Houfe 
in Alderfgate-Street ; the Duke had one at Ston-Hill, for the more Secu- 
rity of their Trade, and Convenience of driving it amongtft the Londoners. 
So that, in Raillery, they were called Alderman Shaftfbury and Alderman 
Buckingham ; but the latter had fo many Callings in other Places, he could 
net ftick to his Bufinefs in the City, ard neglected his Ward; which was 
a great Hindrance to Projection. Obferve then the Art of this Critic in 
framing a Piece of Hiftory. A Banter of the Duke of Buckingham, who 
feldom fpoke ferioufly, opened the Eyes of the fubtile politic Earl of Shafts- 
bury, who, before that, was ignorant that the King, in the Shape of a 
Wit, and a Latitudinarian, was a Papift (which, by the Way, is a fhrewd 
Reflection upon the Men of Wit and Latitude) and, on the other Side, 
Sir William Temple, a ferious and grave Writer, never fufpected of falfify- _ 
ing Matters of Fad, employed in the State, and intimate with the Court, 
writing that the Earl wasa main Caufe of the Dutch War, mutt have no 
Authority at all; but it feems the Earl obftrudted his Prefent of PKite (for- 
foothy therefore he fell to lying and flandering of the faid Earl moft abo- 
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minably, as the Author injurioufly charges that honourable Gentleman. Is 
not this pure Extract and rectified Spirit of Hiftory? -And indeed the Au- 
thor is to be commended here, becaufe he names his Authors and Autho=™ 
tities; for we are thereby enabled to judge of their Value and of his Ho-- 


-nefty. The Author tells us 


Page 9. He left the Court Party, who-in vain tried all Means to 
keep him in their Party. 

We thould gladly have known when, where, and by whom thefe Means 
were ufed fo unfuccefsfully; what Preferments were offered, or what Sums 
of Money ready to buy him off: They mutt furely bid high ; for one, 
turned out of fo great a Poft, muft needs be affronted and not reconciled 
eafily. No, but the Cafe was defperate, for i 

Ibid. He had fo great an Averfion to Popery, Tyranny, and arbitrary 
Government, 

There is the Crambe of the Fa@ion ; the pretty Characters of an 
ancient and legal Government in England, without giving an Inftance of 
the leaft Abufe in it, fo as one may judge of the Truth of his Infinuations, 

——— That, though in other Things he was very moderate 

There is another Crambe: Doth he mean in Wine, Women, or Ho- 
nefty ? Or in what other Things was he fo moderate? I am fure it was 
not in his Party Proceedings; there he was zealous enough, 

There was no moving him in thofe Refpetts. 

So here the Interpreter is come: We were at a Lofs to know what it 
was to be of the Court Party, to which the Earl, if it might be done, was 
to be purchafed at any Rate; and now we find it was to join in the Efta- 
blifhing of Popery, Tyranny, and arbitrary Power, which are couched in 
that elegant Expreffion, of being moved in thofe Refpeéts, I defire to know 
if it is poflible to frame a more fcandalous Libel than this. Then he adds 

—- This is wellknown to all thofe who bad the Honour of being well 
acquainted with him, or who have had his Charatter from them. 

This muft all relate to Holland, and the Converfation there, when he 
was an illuftrious Refugee: For little of it is to be found here ; for, if one 
may guefs by the Behaviour of the Party that pretended to act under his 
Influence and Advice, there is room to fufpeét he was not fo irreconcileable 
to arbitrary Power, provided it were in Himfelf or his Friends. We will 
not look back fo far as the Seal; but after he had, as the Author fays, re- | 
turned that to the King, I may affirm there never was a Set of Men fo un- 
reafonable, outragious, and immoderate in moving Things againft Law 
and common Senfe, as that Faction was; of which Multitudes of Inftances 
may be given ; Buta few fora Tafte: Diffolving the Parliament by Mob- 
Law ; imprifoning Magiftrates and Freemen, by Shoals, on Pretence of 
abhorring, mifcalled Breach of Privilege; the long-laboured Engine, cal- 
led Ignoramus, for ftopping all Law againft State Criminals ; denying the 
Power of the Crown to pardon Perfons impeached, cum multis aliis. Ido 
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but point out a few Peccadillos for Demonftration of the Juftice, Mode- 
ration, and Equity of that Faction, which perhaps may have -peen con- 
‘Armed by fome later Emergencies ; and I durft anfwer, it will be found 
-ever the fame — : 

This Concern of a foreignt Writer in taking Part againft our fettled Go-. 
vernment and Conftitution, almoft tempts me to a Breach of Charity when 
Irefie& upon the Behaviour of the whole Hugonot Race and Name. One 
would think they fhould praife the Bridge they go over, and, if not for 
Opinion, yet, for Gratitude and Humanity, forbear fiding with thofe Men 
who ever were, are ftill, and are likely to continue in a perpetual War 
againft the Eftablifhed Church and Monarchy, and that with remarkable 
Spite tothe Royal Family. If any one of them hears King Charles I. 
well fpoken of, it puts them under a Chagrin; and calling him Martyr, 
puts them paft all Patience. Archbifhop Laud is, with them, no better 
than a Devil; King Charfes I]. a Papift and Tyrant, though a fingular 
good Friend and Cherither of them; with fuch like fanatical IHufions that 
poflefs them; and, fo far as we have indulged them to a& amongft us, if 
there be Whig and Tory, we know where to find them to a Man: All 
which Conduét of theirs is as far from primitive Chriftianity and Modefty, 
as Heathenifm is from Chriftianity, It would be well therefore if they 
would mend their Manners, and learn to live lefs pragmatically under a 
Government which ever protected, relieved, and never hurt them; left the 
Charitv here fhould be repented of, and the Ufage of them at home be 
thought but their due, But we have not done with the Author yet. 

Page 10. The Earl of Shaftfbury being reconciled to the Court (out of 
an honef? Defign of being as ufeful as be could to his Country) was made 
Lord Prefident of the Council in 1679. ; 

A careful Parenthefis! He has not faid, in any one Place, the Certainty 
of any Facts the Earl defigned, but only in general, to.opnofe Popery, &c. 
feaving the reft to ill-natured Conftruction. So that all he fays, has not the 
leaft of juft Information in it, either of the State of the Public while he 
was concerned with it, or of the A@tions of the Earl himfelf, by which 
he’ might be underftood: But only that the Court was bad, and he was 
good; the Court Popith and Tyrannous, and he a Proteftant, and a Pro- 
tector of Liberty ; the Court drove on to eftablifh the Ruin of the Pro- 
teftant Religion and the Laws, but he oppofed; and that was all he had to 
anfwer for, although profecuted, as a Martyr, for his Country, In this 
Manner, though perhaps in fewer Words, he fets us forth ; which Method, 
if tolerated, puts it in the Power of an Hiftorian to make black white, 
and white black; to corrupt the Evidence of paft Timts and Examples, 
and render Hiftory, that fhould be diftinét, and wholefome to future Times, 
obfcure and venomous. If it be faid he defigned not an Hiftory of that 
Time, what made him fo malicioufly cenfure the Time? His Defign, the 
Life of Mr. Locke, did not lead him to that; he might have mentioned his 
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Relation and Dependance on the Earl without libelling the King, the Coun- 
cil, and the whole Miniftry. But that is enough to, thew, ‘if he did not 
defign Hiftory, he was fully bent upon Slander; and therefore gave us 
only his falfe Conclufion, without any Premiffes either trie gr falf@ The, 
reft is categorical. ’ ; 

Page 10, Havieg again taken bis Place at the Council, for the Goed of 
the Englith Nation, rather than to carry on the Defigns of the Court, 
which aimed at the Eftablifbment of Popery and arbitrary Power, 

“Carefully expreffed again. ‘There isa great Latitude in that Phrafe —for 
the Good of the Englith Nution ; for if he had made himfelf Lord Prof 
te&tor, many had fuch an Opinion of him as to thiak that had Ben fo; 
and not a few accounted fubverting the Exg/ifb Monarchy and ftting up 
new fangled Governments no worfe. So what do we get by this Character 
of a Statefinan’s Purpofes? Fallacies lye in Generals, and an Author of 
Logic thould not be fo grofly guilty. But you hear again what the De- 
figns of the Court were; which, froth his Pen, without any Particulari- 
fing, is enough. But, that a Child of the Noon-Day Father, I mean a 
fcandalous Lye, may not pafs by fo cleverly, I muft, for Truth’s Sake, 
remember that, in that Time alluded to here, and from the eftablithing 
the Teft Laws, during the King’s Life, it was moft notorious that all the 
Minifters of the Crown, Judges and Soldiers, in Commitlion, were Pro- 
teftants, and conformable in Ecclefiafticals, as well as Temporals, to the 
known Laws of the Land; not one fingle Papift to be found amongft them ; 
the Fence-Laws of the Tefts exactly obferved, which made it impoffible 
to be otherwife ; for thofe incontroulably excluded Papifts from all Potts 
of Profit, Truft, or Authority under the Crown: And, in the General, if 
ever the Law was the Rule of a Government, it was then; little being at- 
tempted to the contrary, if any thing at all, and that of no Duration and 
Effe@. The Minifters of the State and Juftice were generally able Men, 
and that lived“Well, “and were greatly efteemed in the Nation; nor was any 
Protection or Screen from the Court had againft the Parliamentary Accufa- 
tions, or Proceedings againft any of them; but fuch had all their free Courfe 
as far as they would bear, And finally, in the Reign of King William, 
an Inquifition came over thefe Minifters and Magiftrates with all the Fury 
and Prejudice imaginable, and no Fault could be found in their Miniftra- 
tign, even by their enraged and uncontrouled Enemies: And yet this fquint- 
ing Critic can fay the Defigns of this Court were to fettle Popery and arbi- 
trary Power; which fcandalous Declaration, here among us, had merited 
no better Reward from the Juftice of the Nation than a public Stage and 
wooden Cafemegt, Then follows 

Page 9. Fre/h Crimes were foon laid to bis Charge. 

They were ready cut and dried, and then might /oon be applied. The 
King ‘here is in the Word fon; which infinuates that the Word was given 
out. conclaniatum ef. he mu. richt or wrone. be charced: and then the 
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drefled up Agcufation jeor came on. This is exactly the Libel Strain of 
that Timg : 

"Page 10. And thereupcn the King fent him to the Tower. 

Thaf is upon direct Evidence againft him, {worn by diverfe competent. 
Witnefles, by regular Warrdmt, grounded on that Charge, he was com- 
mitted. The Author perhaps doth not know the Strictnefs of Commit- 
ments in England, which are not made without Warrant, and that by a 
proper Magiftrate (as by Order of Council when the Examination is there) 
Neng the Offence; and there is always Teftimony upon Oath taken ‘in. 

ritingsbefore the Warrant iffues, But he would have us think, upon a 
toofe Ghitte the King committed him by his immediate Authority, fuch. 
being hiRoyal Will and Pleafure; which he ufeth not to do, nor was it fo 
done in this Cafe, 

Page 10, But he was acquitted in Spite of the Intrigues of the Court. 

Thefe Intrigues you muft know are only Subornation and Perjury in the. 
Profecution. ‘That is the Subftance: As for the Form, it is ftrange a fo- 
reign Critic fhould write fo roundly of Englifh Forms, and underftand fo 
little of them. He could not be acquitted, becaufe he never was tried ; 
nor could he be tried, becaufe the Indictment, preferred and proved againtt. 
him, was moft perjurioufly’ rejected. Now where is the Intrigue of the. 
Court? The Attorney General profecutes publicly, and, in the Face and. 
Hearing of Maultitudes prefent, proves his Charge: The corrupt Grand. 
Jury, a felect Company of the fame Party with the accufed, confult pri- 
vately, and reject the Charge: Sure the Intrigue was amongft them, and. 
not on the Part of an open Profecution. 

The Libel here is dreffed in few Words, but very pregnant, and fuch as. 
give Scope to a malicious Imagination to fuppofe all the Villainy in the 
World. But it will not be diffolved, in fo fmall a Compafs, to. the Under-: 
ftandings of Strangers to our Forms, who, from this Becgunt, will have 
no other Idea than the Author, by the Words Intrigues of the Court, de- 
figns to excite; that is dire€&t Subornation and Perjury: ‘Therefora I think 
it not amifs to declare the true Intrigue in as few Words as I can.. 

“By the Law of England, no Man is put to anfwer, or plead, at Peril of 
his Life, before a Grand Jury hath allowed. the Indi€tment ; which is an. 
Tnqueft, not of the Merits of the Caufe (for that is to be examined upon: 
Hearing of both Sides, Profecutor and Defendant) but of the Accufation,, 
upon hearing only what the Profecutor hath to fay and prove; and if there 
be a legal Evidence, though perhaps of doubtful Credit, whereby it ap-- 
pears the Indictment is without Ground, the Grand Inqueft is bound by 
their Duty and Oaths to find the Bill, that is, return upon it Billa vera.. 
But if, upon Examination, it appears that there is not a legal Evidence of 
fuch a Charge, then they return Igmoramus ; and. that is a full Stop to the: 
Proceeding, but no Acquittal; for another Indictment may come in for. 
the fame Offence fofies quoties, till Billa vera is returned; and then.there- 
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is a thorongh Canvafs of the Fact before a Petit Jury, and koth Sides are 
fully heard. This is the Trial whereupon the Party is either fownd gnilt 
or. acquitted ; and, after that, no Indictment farther can be preferred, Thig- 
is the Courfe of Proceeding in capital Cafes in Ehgland ; whereby’ it ap-° 
spears that, if the Grand Inqueft be corrupt,@and will refufe to allow In- 
dictments that have a regular Evidence to fuppert them, they put a pofitive 
Bar to the Courfe of Juftice, break their Truft, and are wilfully perjured, 
Whefe Grand Inquefts, or Juries, are ordinarily chofen and returned b 
the Sherriffs; and thofe, for London and Middlefex, are appointed by the 
Body of the City at an Affembly of the Corporation, which they all their 
Common Hall: That confifts of the Livery Men of the Companies. which 
are an Order feleét for performing fome Sort of Duties, principally for 
Elections of Officers; and are fuppofed to be de melioribus Civium, who, 
together with the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, a& in the Common Hall, 
and are, for thofe Purpofes, the Body of the City. It hath appeared ma- 
nifeftly that the Faction againft the Crown in England, for whom this 
Author is of Counfel, under the Condué of their noble Leaders, fore- 
feeing what Occafion there might be, have, for many Years before thefe 
Doings, gone on in a Courfe of modelling the Livery into their Faétion; 
and fo, by taking Advantage of factious Magiftrates, and Rulers of Com- 
panies, they have encreafed the Number of Livery Companies, and ftrange- 
ly multiplied the Livery in each Company: Whereby, from a moderate, 
reafonable Affembly of Citifens, as the Common Hall formerly was (and 
that it might be fo, the Livery was originally inftituted) then it was be- 
come tumultuous, and far beyond the Capacity of the Great Hall to re. 
ceive, And, by a defigned Series of modelling and augmenting out of this 
Party, the Afflembly took the fame Compleétion, and aéted by factious 
Meafures: And that was feen in nothing more than the Choice of Sheriffs; 
for they came-ethength to be fo bold and bare-faced to appoint Sherriff 
that returned the Grand Juries out of the moft profligate Confidents of the 
Party, who, with all the Effrontery imaginable, againft the Opinion of all 
the Magiftracy above them, and againft Duty and their Oaths, reje@ted all 
Indiétments againft their Partifans ; and, from the Form of their perverfe 
Returns, were ftigmatifed by the infamous Name of Ignoramus Sfuries, 
Upon this Scheme the Faction had built up an Impunity, in Cafes capi- 
tal,“ for their whole Party; for if they could not be accufed in London and 
Middlefex, where the Seat of the Government was (and for that they de- 
pended on their Friend Ignoramus) they were fafe. Behind this Retrench- 
ment they grew fo confident and audacious in Treafon, and treafonable 


- Practices and Speeches, as then would have made a Stranger think there 


was no Government at all. And the Party reaped the Fruits in diverfe In- 
ftances of this Security, which was effectual to them in fcreening their 
Friends from the ordinary Courfe of Juftice; but in none more eminently 
than in this Cafe of the Earl, Thus it continued till a Rettauration of the 
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Authority of the Lord Mayor to influerice the Appointment of gne Sher- 
riff, to beeconfirmedy and another to be elected by the Common Hall, ac- 
gording to ancient Solemnities and City Cuftoms, : . 
" The*King’s Attorney General being commanded to prefer an Indictment 
of High Treafon againft the‘ Earl, and having Experience of the Beha-« 
viour’ of the Grand Inqueftse and not doubting but to meet with the like 
in this Cafe, thought fit to infift that his Evidence might be given in the 
ublic Court, and not in a Chamber, as ordinary Matters pafs ; to the End 
that the Court might aid the Examination, and fee that it was free and fairly 
done; aad the Aflembly, which was extraordinary great, might judge whe- 
ther hi§ Evidence came up to the Charge, which was all to be enquired of, 
or.not. “This was ftifly oppofed by the Grand Jury Men, but yet ordered, 
and, accordingly, done; and they had full Liberty to examine in public, 
and confult in private: And, after diverfe Witneffes, as ftri@ly examined 
as at a Trial, a treafonable Affociation, and Lift of Men worthy and wor- 
thy Men (Innuendo the former to be hanged) and other Papers, found in 
the Earl’s Clofet, produced and read; yet the Refult was Ignoramus. 

Tt is not to be conceived with what Deteftation this Return was received 
by the Court and the Audience (not of the FaGtion) and not only there 
but abroad: For I do not know that any Aton of a fingle Man, or Num- 
ber of Men, in a Court of Juftice, ever ftank fo in the Public Noftrils, 
or flew abroad and difperfed itfelf in Rumor all over England with more 
Infamy and Abhorrence than that did; which is well known to all that 
lived, and obferved any thing, during the fhort Reign of Ignoramus, 

Here is a juft and true Account of thefe Intrigues, fo particular as who 
will may difprove it, if they can; and not, after the Way of pure mal 
dire, a Sentence to fting, and no Fa& either to make it fenfible, or war- 
rantable; a Rhetoric fitter for Billingsgate than Hiftory: To which com- 
petent Court of Judicature we refer the Author for sare apighation and 
Reward, In the mean Time, I defire to know of him whether, in his 
Country, good Actions, or bad ones, fuch as he calls Intrigues, fhun the 
Light. In this Cafe, the Crown Side demanded the Light, and an univer- 
fal Infpetion of the Proceeding ; the other Party held ftrongly to deal in’ 
the Dark, without Obfervation or Witnefs: Then, where liy the Intrigue 
in all this? If any, furely it was on the Fadtion’s, and not on the Court 
Side ; elfe it was not juftly fpoken of fome, that they fought Darknefs ru- 
ther than Light, becaufe their Decds were evil, 

I have not here entered upon the Merits of the Evidence, nor ftated the 
Proceedings of the City at large; which are a Subject of greater Extent in 
Hiftory than this Place requires ; and who will may have Sutisfation from 
the public Prints about that Time, which fet the whole Matter forth in 
full Strength on either Side. Here is enough to confute, and thew the Sy- 
cophantyy of this Author: And Iam forry it is fo much, becaufe it may 
*fecin impertineut; fince the Caufe may be thought row fcarce to deferve 
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fuch a Sort of Anfwer; it being fufficient to a petulant Allegation, to re- 
turn a pofitive Negation. But I was willing to be tlear, and@ theught 
le would not do: And, if this doth not come pp to the Author’s or hy 
Friends Fancy, who may think I fay too little as well as nofclear-enough,* 
*it is poflible fome other Pen may, at full Length, give them Satisfaction. 
But we have not done yet, , 

Page 10. In December 1682, be retired into Holland. 

-Any one, who reads this, would think that this retiring was from the 
Fright of this Profecution; and left other falfe Charges fhould be’ 
brought againft him; and that Nothing particular and new h’, inter- 
vened to alter the State of Affairs as to his Lordfhip’s Cafe. But there 
were two Confiderations that made it very prudent for him to retire: For, 
it, The Office of Sherriff was taken out of the Hands of the Faétion, and 
no Dependance upon Ignoramus left; whereupon the fame Indiétment, that 
was before rejected, might be again preferred againft him, But that is not 
all. That Winter there was a bloody Confpiracy formed, in which the 
whole faétious Party, more or lefs, were concerned ; fome in an higher De- 
gree, by Way of Ravilliac, to blunderbufs the King and Duke all at once, 
pafling by Rye-Houfe: Others more moderate, only to fecure the King’s 
Perfon and his Guards, to keep them from doing Hurt, that Reformation 
might go on, in a Parliamentary Way, without Difturbance; and others, 
who perhaps were but the Rabble of the Party, Jefs fit to be trufted, who 
aéted by Inftruétion fo far as they were thought fit to be employed; and 
that was, ordinarily, on all Occafions to tumultuate, and, in general, to exe 
pect fome great Matters to be done, though they knew not what. But it is 
certain, that Winter, all thefe Trades were going on together; and how 
far the Earl was guilty, or not, I will not fay, but refer to the Prints, that 
is, the King’s Declaration, the Trials, and the Account with the original In- 
formations,pebfifitied by the Bithop of Rochefer: And, as to the firft of 
thefe, I may fay boldly that a public Manifefto of a crowned Head or State, 
in my Obfervation, hath not advanced in Affirmation, to the Univerfality of 
the People, Matters of Fact that were either falfe in themfelves, or wanted 
tegular Proofs to fupport them. This noble Earl confidered that a Con- 
fpiracy, fo broad as this was, and managed loofely, as if it were to divert 
Clubs and private Dinners, and not executed fo foon as thought, as true Po- 
licy required, would certainly be difcovered ; and fo fhewed his Wifdom by 
retiring, which the Event demonftrated; for, in fuly after, the whole Con- 
{piracy was difcovered, not by politic Steps, and Piece-meal, as others had 
been, but all at once; which brought on the Trials, Executions, and Con- 
feffions, that are no Secrets; and, if his Lordfhip had been in England, he 
had been in fome Danger alfo. Ihave but touched thefe Matters; and 1 
thought it needful fo far, to fhew how the Author leaps over Hedge and 
Ditch to compafs a Slander. . 
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Ib. K——— William, then Pa—- of Orange knew that bis only Crime 
_ was, thag be oppofed the Defigns of the Court. ’ 
oa Author makes very bold with King William’s Intelligence at that © 
“Time,*to funpofe that he was ignorant of fuch pofitive Facts, as appeared 
broad gnd above-board in Proof whilft his Concerns lay fo deep in England, 
And I think he doth the Mgmory of that Prince no Honour to fuppofe them 
two fo well acquainted, that the Prince muft either know all his Actions and 
Behaviour, or think there was no Crime, in any Thing, that had been done, 
but only crofling the Court. What was the true Caufe of the Favour ‘the 
Earl foynd in Holland, was beft known to thofe that fhewed him Favour, 
“ead ig we go on to the next Obfervation. 
_ Pag&s1. — Honour to this Province and Amfterdam in particular, that 
it entertained and protetted fo illuftrious a Refugee. 

We will allow him his Partiality, and Praifes of his Country; but it is 
not to be forgot that, where that hath harboured and protected fome, ano- 
ther Country, called England, and particularly the City of London, hathnot 
only done that, but fupported and relieved many more, and fuch as did not 
flee for Treafon againft the Eftate, but for their Religion ; and continues to 
do the fame ftill, though the Encouragement to it, from the Behaviour of 

_ either the obfcure, or the illuftrious Refugees, is not great: And it would 
become the Author, in his next feribling Fit about Exgli/b Affairs, to do us 
a little Juftice in that Matter. 

But, as for his illuftrious Refugee, he may not perhaps know, fuppofing 
Innocence, how little Need a Peer of England hath to fly his Country for 
Refuge; having one at Home that, againft all the Malice of the Govern- 
ment, if ever fo fierce, would protect him; and that is Trial by Peers, 
For, in this Particular of Trials, the Peers of England are an Ariftocracy, 
and have the fole Judicature of each other in Capitals; and ifa Peer be not 
thought guilty by them, he is fafe, let the Court urge what they will, And 
how extreme nice and careful they are of their Juftice I need™rrot fay ; it is 
notorious: Therefore what Reafon an Engli/h Peer hath to fly, except Con- 
fcioufnefs of Guilt, I cannot underftand. The next Figure is an Ejaculation. 

"Page 11. May this Town ever remain a fafe Sanétuary to the innocent, 
and, by its generous Carriage, draw down upon it felf the Praifes and 
Bleffings of all thofe who are Lovers of Virtue, not only in its Profperity, 
but even when it fuffers the fharpeft Perfecution. ‘ 

I know fome Corporations would have given him a large Share of Cuftard 
for this: and, as well worth it, I fhould have added no Allay, if, in the 
whole Tenor and Defign of it, there were not bitter Invective and Libel 
againft the Government of England in the Cafe of the Karl of Shaft/bury; 
and all founded upon manifeft Ignorance and Untruths, and aggravated with ° 
the Malice of the Father of them, He doth not reflect how this Eulogy 
may be retorted upon him, as 
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we May that great Town never be ‘a Sanétuary to guilty Perfons, and, bya 
.* fa@ious Carriage, draw down upon itfelf the Deteftation and Curfas of thofe 


*-who are Lovers of Peace, not only when it is profitable, for themfelWves./ 
‘but even when they fhall fuffer by advancing it in ntighbouring Kingtloms.” - 
« [think this as charitable and well grounded a Prayer, and leane on as 
much Truth as his. He fees how cheap, Words, good or bad, are ;° one 
may find and beftow them at Pleafure; they flow after Prejudice: But Faéts 
and real Teftimony are not fo much at his Service. 

But, letting Rhetoric alone, I do not fee where lies the Honour in pro- 
tecting Fugitives, contrary to natural Stipulation ; it is alike on both Sides eo 
and honeft Men ufe to ftand to their Word, though it be to their LO, oF 
at leaft, do as they would have been done unto: And I guefs fome“amiongft 
them would have taken it ill, if De Wit had been a Refugee from their 
Juftice into England, and been made an Alderman of London on Purpofe 
that they might not demand him. For if the State here had anfwered that 
the City Privilege had obftruéted his Delivery, they would have faid it 
had been a fcandalous Trick, and a Breach of the national Treaty; but I 
never heard the Earl was fo much as demanded. 

As for the reft of his Pamphlet (for it is no better) and his other Writings 
of Englifb Affairs, I hopea better Pen will inform you of their Juftice and 
Veracity; for they are out of my Way to cenfure: You will give me 
Leave here only to add that Le Clerc, in one Paffage, has delivered up his Phi- 
lofopher to Infamy. For he fays 

Page 8, That he gave Affiftance to fome Pieces his Lordfhip publifbed to 
Stir up the Englith Nation, &c. 

Unlefs he had faid what thofe Pieces were, we are at Liberty to recur to 
fuch Libels as then flew about in Print, which are little becoming a Philo- 
fopher, I with the Author had fome Friend to advife him, whenever he 
writes of a qoselep Kountry, never to take Parties, and tranfcribe and epi- 
tomife Libel}“and make them yet worfe by his own malicious Manner of 
reprefenting the moft fcandalous Paffages in them, nor take Inftruétions 
from Rebels and Fugitives, as here is done; for Fergufon may be fmelt, 
who is as rank asa Polecat, in all that is faid here of England, Tam, ~* 


SIR, 
Your bumble Servant, 


R. NORTH. 
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whoggens, Introduction to the Hiftory 

A them, § 49. 

Asuses in the narrow Seas in Time of 
War, and what they are, 488. 

AppreEsses of Abhorrence, the nature of 
them, 547. Prefented by moft Towns and 
Counties of Exgland, ibid. 

Ae, Singular Crafis of that Age, which pro- 
duced fo many Plots againft King Chardes LI. 

03. 

pevedter and Subagicants, what 542. Quite 
routed by Help of the Proclamation againft 
tumultuous Petitions, 547. 

ALLigs made feparate Peaces 531. Why they 
made feparate Peaces, ibid. ‘Treat the King 
of England unkindly, 537. 

AMBITION and Avarice, fatal Effects of them, 
83. In all Men, but the Laws adapted to 
check it, fo that ic never need hurt the Con- 
firution, 434. 

ANTIEXCLUSIONERS, firmeft againft Popery, 


57: 

AppPeaL a Pamphlet, Quotation out of it, 96. 

ARMOUR, made of Silk, Defcription of it, 572. 

ARRAN Earl of, his Advice to Fitzbarris, 278. 

ArRTicLes, Explanation of the fecret ones at 
the Pyrenean ‘Treaty, 21. That of 25 Ed- 
atard IIf. not to levy War, decifive, 338. 

AsHTON Mr. ateaint for High Treafon {ince the 
Revolution, his Cafe, 411. 

AssocIATION, what, 132. 

ArkKins, Samuel, his Character, 243. Ac- 
count of him whence, ibid. Who, ibid. Drift 
of fome People to make him accufe his Maf- 
ter, and why, ibid. Taken up, 244. Brought 
before the Committee of Lords, sid. 
Names of fome of thar Committee, ibid. 
Queftioned concerning Charles Atkins, ibid. 
Denies all, tid. Acquaints the Lords with a 
dirty Propofition made to him by Charles 
Atkins, ibid. Continues to deny all, ibid. 
Reviles Charles Atkins, andwhy, ibid. Prefled 


by the Lords to .confefs, 245. Denies every 
Tittle, ibid. Ordered to Newgate, ibid. De- 
nies all from the Beginning to the End, ibid. 
Defires to be heard again five or fix Days 
after his Committment, Idd. Anfivers -to 
all he had been accufed of, ibid. What pafled 
farther at this Examination of him, 246. Sent 
back to Prifon again, ibid. Ironed, and_his 
Papers feifed, 247. Brought to the Lords, 
ibid. Oppofed by Bedloe, 247. Remanded 
to Newgate, and put into the Prefs Yard, 
248, Examined by four Gentlemen of the 
Houfe of Commons, and his Anfwer, ibid. 
His Breviat of Defence and Papers taken from 
him, 249. Thofe Papers carried before the 
fecret Committee, and the Witneffes named 
then examined, ibid. Why not tried till af. 
ter Green, Berry, and Hill, 250, Confe- 
quences if he had been a Papift, ibid. Tried 
and acquitted, ibid. Story of the Boy that 
did not know him, 251. 

Arxins, Charles, who, 244. Called. in, and 
what he {wore, ibid. Sent for to the Lords, 
245. Difcourfe between itera Samuel At- 
Kins, ibid. Makes Mr. Samuel Atkins a Vilit, 
their Converfation, 246. Makes him another 
Vifit, 248. 

AvuTHor, the, his Defign Pr. 1. Occafion of 
his Undertaking, ibid. Upon what Account 
he undertook it himfelf, 2. The Neceffity 
of his undertaking it, ibid. Circumftances 
that engaged him to do it, 3. That ho is 
not of a Party, 4. His Apology for himfelf, 
12. His Introduction, 1. His Reafons for 
being fo nice in his Scrutiny of Kennet’s 
Quotation outof Clarendon, 29. His Apology 
to my Lord Shaft/bury Relations for what 
is here faid of him, 32. His Reafons for 
being very particular about the Earl’s Com- 
mitment and Dilcharge, 74. His Encomium 
upon the Courtsof Juftice in King Charles IPs 
Time, ibid, His Remark upon Sheft/bury’s 

Anlwer 
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Anfwer to a Lord about the Plot, 95. His 
Apology for beftowing fo many Words on 
Kenuer’s Expreflions, 104. His Senfe of the 
King’s going to Windfor from the Oxford 
Parliament, 106. His Remarks upon Kezzer’s 
Reafons for the Court’s picking the Lord 
Shaftsbury out to be tried, 109. His Apolo- 
gy for his Expreffions, 117. “ His Defign in 
treating of Oates’s Plot. 125. His Remarks 
upon Kezzet’s Reflection upon the Court 
and Houfe of Commons, 143. His Pe- 
flections upon the Facts fworn to by Oates, 
159 His Remarks upon a Quotation of 
Kenne?’s out of Welwood, 193. His Re- 
mark upon Kennet’s Reflection upon the Cri- 
minals denying in Oazes’s Plot, 212. His 
Remark upon Kennet’s Barbarity, 220. An- 
fwers a Reflection upon the King for lec- 
ting the Law run in the Popifh Plor, 229. 
His Excufe for Prolixity, 269. His Apology 
for Prolixity about Fitzharris, 274. His De- 
fign in treating of Fitzbarris’s Plot, ibid His 
Apology for Expreffions, 309. Excufe for 
his Digreffion on the Subject of the Englifh 
Government, 341. Cenfures Kenner for his 
Ute of two factious Speeches,350. His Apolo- 
gy for faying fo much of the Rye Plot before 
he comes at it, 375. Why he fays fo much 
of the Lord Keeper North, 514. Rea- 
fons for being particular in his Account of 
the Suit between Soams and Bernardiflon,5 26. 
His Reflections upon Kexnet, and Reafons for 
being fo particular in the City Alterations, 616. 
His Reflections upon the entire Juftification 
of thofe that were concerned in the latrer 
Part of King Charles I’s Reign, and how 
it was obtained, 621.—.His Reafons for not 
taking Noteeret Kennet’s odious Flatteries, 
672. 

Aurtuorrry, public, Objection from it about 
Godfrey's Murder anfwered, 208. 

AurHors of bad Aétions, whence reafonable 
to guels at them, 207. 


: B. 


Baser, Sir Zohn, who, 362. What he faid of 
the French League, 480, 

BaRBER who, 379. 

BarGarns, Vanity of yhem when made with 
People in whom there is not a Truft, 64. 

Baxter, idle Story of him, fale, 362. 

BepLoeg, penfioned for fwearing, 197, For- 
{wears himfelf, 213. Directs 2 Sham-Plot of 
Nathaniel Reading again the Lords in the 


Tower, 240. Catches Reading in a Trap, 
ibid. Manner of dealing between him and 
Reading, 241. Saibftance of what heefwore 
againft Mr. Samuel Atkins, 247. Hi8 Sub/ 
terfuge in vahathe fwore, g49. Creat Cure, 
taken by che Chicf Juftice and Atforney Ge- 
neral that his Behaviour at Atkins’s Trial 
thould mor blaft his Credit, 251. His Sham- 
Plot at Briffol, 252. Why he chofe Briffo! 
to begin his Difcovery in, ibid, His great 
Misfortune at Briffol wherein, 253. Detign 
of his Plot, 255. Fruftrate by his Sicknels, ibid, 

Benner, Sir Henry, his turning Pawit im Cre 
tient to the fecret Article, oe sas eo 

BERNARDISTON, Sir Sanvel, norettGied with 
his Victory in the Houfe over the High Sher- 
riff, 918. Bringsan Action againit the Sher. 
riff, and the Declaration fettled by Sir Wit 
liam Fones, ibid, Lays 800 1. Damages upon 
the Oath of one fingle Wime&, 519. Thofe 
Damages allowed by the Jury, 520. Will not 
remit one Penny of his Damages though 
much entreated, ibid. Reafon why he broughe 
his Caufe into the Houfe of Lords when Sir 
William Soaws died infolvent, 527. Lived 
to be undeccived, and to fee Reafon to 
change his Party, ibid, 

BesH—NG, one’s elf, what, 42. 

Berner, and Cornifh, their Behaviour and 
Characters, 93. 

Brit, for Money, threwd Rub one had by 
Reafon of a falfe Date, 460. 

Braney, accafed, 383. His Behaviour be- 
fore the Council, ibid. Excufed, ibid, 

Bioop, Colonel, Motion of his, 284. To be 
Killed, 344, 

BoneFires, Reafons for the Court to put a 
Stop to them on the 6th of November, 581. 

Books, Character of one {aid to be wrote by 
Sir William Fones, 108. Character of one 
calied The Fournal of the Heufe of Lomi, 
234. Intrigues of the Popith “Plot worth 
Credit, and why, 240. 

Bounty, Money, Project for ftraightening the 
King by it, 468. 

Bourn, who, 382. Taken up for the Rye 
Plot, 383. His Behaviour before the Coun- 
cil, ibid. 

Brappon, a Lawyer, his Practices with the 
Boy Edwards, 387. Brought with the Boy 
before the Privy Council, itid. Goes on 
with his Defign and how, ilid. Taken up, 
itid. Reflection upon hisScheme, 388. 

Barpeman, Lord Keeper, why turned out, 38. 

Brisrox, Earl of, his turning Papift Imperti- 
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nent to the fecret Article, 25. 

Bucks, Dulg off his Appeal to the Judges, im- 
,prqper, 69. Reafons fr its being fo, ibid. 
Sent tg the Tower, 70. Hg Argument to 
Mr. Sarguel Athins, 245. ; 

Buisrr@pE, Mr. his Depofitions concerning 
Mrs. Fitzbarris, 296. 

Burnev, Dr. Story of him, 555. 


c. 


yCazaL, of that which rofe upon the Fall of 

laregion, with a fhort Character of thofe 

feats it, 453. Took Advantages 
from€Clarendon’s Infirmities, ibid. 

Cauamy, Mr. His Cafe, 440. 

CareL, Lord, remarkable Paffage between 
that great Lord when in the Tower by the 
Rebels, his Lady, and his Son, then a Boy, 
and afterwards Earl of Effex, 405. 

Captures, not avowed by the State, no Cauve 
of War, 489. 

Car, his Offer rejected by the Council, 384. 

Cevrer, Mrs, who, 256. Of her and her 
Narrative, 260. Why worthy of Belief, 
261. How the came to be acquainted with 
Dangerfield, ibid. WWhat the employed him 
in, ibid. Relieves him again in Newgate, 
262. Sent to the Gatehoufe, and why, ibid. 
Examined before the Council, and begs 
upon her Knees to the King that fhe may 
not be tortured, and the King’s Anfwer, ibid. 
Urged by Sir William Waller to be aWitnefs 
but refufeth, ibid. Proves the Captain in- 
capacitate for {wearing, 263. Acquitted, 
ibid. Not lec out of Prifon till pilloried,264. 

CuHANDols, Lord, pitched upon to be Em- 
baffador tothe Turky Company, 466. Rea- 
fon why the King refuted to confirm him 
Embaffador to Turky, at Grit, 467. 

CHaRACTERS, to be very juft in Hiftory, 31. 
Bafene{s of the contrary, 32. 

Cuarues I, did not confent to any fecret 
Acsicles at the Pyrenean Treaty, proved from 
Clarendon, 19. Excufe for him if he had, 
from his Difficulties at that Time, 20. 
Failed of his Appointment to be at that 


Treaty, and why, 22. Defence of him from: 


the Charge of Kennet, as to his going to a 
Ma's Chapel, 28. His great Juftice to the 
Bankers upon Account of the ftopping the 
Exchequer, 37. Recedes from his Declara- 
tion, 40. Not to be hurt but by Treachery, 
42. @A Saying of his of fome he knew to 
be treafonably engaged, 46. His dangerous 


Experiment, and why he entered upon it, 
75. Reforms his Council, sid. ‘Takes 
upon himfelf to mark what Alterations he 
thought proper in- the Juftices Rolls, #7. 
His jocular Reafons for keeping thof in 
Office he had no Mind to part with, 78. 
Changes his Orders to the Duke of Afon- 
mouth upon Laxderdale’s Advice, 81. Rea- 
fons for his fummoning a Parliament at Ox- 
ford, 97. That he outwitted the Faétion, 
Arguments againft it, 98. Confequences if 
he had countenanced the Duke of Mon. 
mouth, 100. His being afraid of his Par- 
liament, Nonfene, 106. Juftification of his 
purfuing Shafi/bury fo early, 118. His An- 
fwer to the Earl of Shaft/bury, 124. Did 
not believe Kirkby’s Story, and why, 172. 
Refents Oates’s accufing the Queen, 186. 
No Stifier nor Ridiculer, 214. Vindication 
of him in his Conduct with Regard to the 
Popith Plot, 225. Proof of his juft Notion 
of his Intereft, 227, Holds faft the Reins: 
of his Authority, in other Matters condef- 
cends, and why, iid. Let the Plot into 
the Parliament with Advantage, 228. Ac- 
cured for a Stifler of the Plot, 236. His 
Opinion of “Dangerfield’s Narrative, 268, 
Wonder how he efcaped fo well from the 
Sham-Plots, 273. Very ill ufed, and his great 
Lenity and Juftice, 282. Refolved to pro- 
fecure Fitzharris, 283. His Declaration, 
1681, and the Effects of it. 286. Penfions 
the Teachers and why, 361. For pardoning 
Weft, 381. His Opinion of Bourn, 383. 
His Lenity and Juttice, ibid. Candidly owns 
his Lenity towards the Papifts, 442. Bat- 
tered in Libels chiefly i3eR Clemency, 
444. His Management not fteddy and why, 
451. His Care of himfelf and his King- 
doms before he would enter into actual War 
with France, 470, His Circumftances 
when the Dvtch made Peace, 472. His 
Forces a& hoftilely at Mons, and the Con- 
fequences, 473. Vindication of him for 
keeping out of a War with France, °4.76. 
Cleared of the French League by the Duke 
of Leeds, 480. When led away by evil 
Countellors, 481. His Inducements to the 
fecond Durch War, 485. Reafons why he 
came into the firtt Durch War, ibid. De-. 
fence of his receding from his Declaration, 
486. Did all he could with France without a 
Rupture, 489. His plain Dealing with the 
Parliament about the W ar with France, 492. 
Sends for the Commons to Witelall, hid. 
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His Speech to them, ibid. Is earneft to fave 
Flandersyea93. His Anfwer to the Com- 
mons Addrefs, 10 March, 1677, with Re- 
qnarks, 494. Anfwer to their Addrefs, 21 
April, 1677, with Remarks, ibid. His Mef- 
fage to them 26 April, 1677, with Remarks, 
495. His Anfwer to the Commons Ad- 
drefs fora League, ¢¥c. 28 May, 1677, with 
Remarks upon it, 495. Declares the Al- 
liances, and expeéts Supplics in a Meffage, 
48 Fan. 1627-8, 496. His long Anfwer to 
the Commons Addrefs for no Peace but 
upon Terms, &e. Feb. 4, 1677-8, with Re- 
marks, 497. Diflikes the, Votes, and ex- 
pects the Advice of the Houfe of Lords, 
Remarks upon it, 499. Sends a Meffage to 
the Commons againft difhanding the Anny, 
Remarks upon it, 500. Agrees to the Dif- 
banding, ibid. Refents the Commons fet- 
ting up a mock Exchequer, 501. — Infifts 
for fuch Terms from the Frexch King, as 
the Allies approved of, 529. Vindication 
of him with Regard to the Money-Treaty, 
$32. That the King would not have thought 
of the Money Affair if his Embaffador had 
not begun it from abroad, 532. Reafons 
for his keeping the Correfpondence about 
it_out of the Houfe of Commons, 533. 
Why he pardoned Danby, 534. Reafonable- 
nefs of his having Money from the French 
Court, ibid. That he intended the Good 
of his People in this whole Affair, proved 
from an impartial Reflection upon the whole, 
$35. The only Infelicity, that he did not 
get the Money, ibid. Solution of an Ob. 
jection to the King’s Integrity from a Paf- 
fage i Letters fuppofed to be againft 
Parliament Did all he could to keep 
fair with the little Parliament, 537. De- 
tion of his Familiarity with Sir William Sones, 
¢28. Having got what he wanted out of 
“shim, breaks ic off quite, $39. His Thoughts 
upon the rade of petitioning, 544. Very 
fond of the Addrefles of Abhorrence, and 
why, 560. Refolved to preverit the De- 
figns of the Fa@ion, 17 Nov. 1683, 579. 
Much leafed at the Behaviour of the Sher- 
riffs in 1683, 580. His Refolutions upon the 
Propotitions made to him by the City, of 
reviving the Cuftoms of my Lord Mayor’s 
drinking to a Sherriff, 600. His Care of 
the City, 632. Reafonablenefs of the Con- 
ditions his Majefty required of the City, 
636. That he was.1iot poifoned, 648. Al- 
lowances that we Sught to make him in our 


Determination of his Religion, 655. Tree. 
Account of him declininghis Failings 656. 
OF his failing of bis Word, 659. "¢ 

Cuarters, Renewal of them for the Benefig4 
of the Publéc at thar Timg, + 5 

Cuurcn, High and Low, Inventiog and Ufe 
of ir, 344. 7 . 

Cuurcn of England, Reafons why it thould 
not truft the Diffenters, 347 

Cuurcn, and Loyal Party made Papifts ob- 
liquely, 145. 

CrriseNs, of Loxdon, decline to hold upon 
my Lord Mayor’s Drinking, 608, ” 

Crry, of Loudon, Conttitution oj 9. 
Common Hall a Select, and a 
rupted by Numbers added, and Qualities 
debafed, iid. Mifchief of it when it broke 
out, and how, 93. Introduction to the Al. 
terations there, 595. State of it at the Time 
the Alcerations were made, 597. Ufages 
of it at the Elections of Sherriffs, 598, 
Face of it after the Victory over the Fac. 
tion, 616. Why they did not profecute the 
Renewal of their Charter, 638. Such Care 
was taken of it as Nobody could perceive 
it was under a Seifure, 639. J udgment de- 
clared againft it, 642. 

CLARENDON, better Penman than Politician 
ods: His Cale, ibid, ; 
LAYTON, Sir Robert, his Ingenuity, 284. 

Cueve, Mr. Miftake about him, oo : 

Ctup, in Fuller’s Rents, the Party that com- 
pofed it, 238. Green Ribbon, what, 572. 
The Converfation of it, 6. The proper Bu- 
finef&S of it, 572. Character of the Gene- 
tality of thole of whom it confifted, 573, 
Moft like the Privy Council Board at the 
Grecian Coffee-Houte, ibid. Fell to Pieces 
at the Rye Difiovery, 574. 

Correz-Houses, Reafon for putting them 
down, 138. The Matter contidered at the 
en aiage 139. Confiderations upon the Cafe, 
ibid, 


CoLEMAN, his Letters bear no Relation to 
Oates’s Plot, 132. Difplaced from being 
Secretary to the Duke, and why, 133. 
Duchefs of York’s Secretary at che Time of 
the Correfpondence, 134. His Aids and 
Affiftances, not Military Force, and why, 
135. His Folly abour the Money Matter, 
136. His great Vanity in all his Expedta~ 
tions, ibid. General Decypher of his Cor- 
refpondence, 146. Recapitulation of his 
Conduét in the Whele, 153. Difcovery 
of his Papers. 197. Deferved ra fotos 224 


INDEX. 


why, 178. Charge againit him at his Trial, 
ibid. Teftimony againft him, ibid. Cone 
vide of Hith Treaton, 4181. Wanting to 
“hinNelf in his Defence, and how, ibid, 

CoLLec®, fhoregAccount of Hm, 585. In- 
dicted dt the Old-Baily, bur izuoramufed, 
587, Thdidted again at Oxford, and why, 
ibid. ..Whatever Indulgences he &ked for 
were granted, 588. Account of the Papers 
penned by one Smith and Wefl, delivered 
to the Pri oner, and taken from him, 589. 

Not allowed Countel, and the Reafons, 
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on SON, of Trade, Rife and Defign of 

it, 46%” Dilolved, and why, 462. 

ComaitTes, of Lords, appointed to exa- 
mine into Godfrey’s Murder, 244. Pinch 
of cheir Queltions to Mr. Samuel Atkins, 
245. 

Commirres, of Commons, appointed to en- 
quire into the Charge againft the Lord 
Chief Juttice North, 524. Sit again, 525. 
Rife fine die, 526. For drawing up Articles 
againtt the Lord Chief Juttice North, Sir 
William Fones Chairman, their Proceed. 
ings, $54. 

Commons, Houfe of, orders the Lord Chief 
Juftice North's Account of Bedle’s Exa- 
tmination to be printed, and why, 254. 
Their Rage againft the Lords for quitting 
the Impeachment of Fitzharris, 286. Their 
Addrefs to the King, 494. Addre(s for Al- 
liances, 29 March, 1677, with Remarks, 
ibid. Addrefs again, with Remarks, idid. 
Addrefs 23 May, 1677, with Remarks, 495. 
Addrefs for a League offenfive and defen- 
five with Holland againtt France, with Re- 
marks, 495. Deny SuppHes,, and why, 

496. Addrefs for no Peace but upon Terms, 

ee. Fax. 31, 1677, with Remarks, ibid. 

Addrets for actual War forthwith; and Re- 

marks, 498. Vote the Alliances infuff- 

cient, and for a vigorous War, with Re. 
marks, iid. Send a Petition to the King 
with Advice againft private Advice, and 

Lauderdale, Remarks, 499. Vote if no 

War to difband the Army, Remarks, iid, 

Set right a Mif-encry in their Books, 500. 

Set up a Mock Exchequer, gor. Take 

People into Cuftody for abhorring, from 

whence Clamor was railed, “561. Reflec- 

tions upon the Confequences of thofe Pro- 
ceedings of theirs, ibid. The Nature of 

the Houfe of Commons, 569. 





Company, Turky, oppreffed by the Grand Vi- 
zir, recall their Embaffador, 462. Refol- 
ved to interdi&t Trade with the Grand Sig- 
nor till he fhould do them Right, 
The fallacious Defign of their Leaders by 
that Interdit, 464. Summoned to appear 
before the Council, and made to refcind 
their Order, itid. Why this Order did not 
feem fo monftrous a Step as it doth here in 
the Picture, iid. How ir cerminated in the 
Government, 465. 

ComPiters, Hardfhips upon them, Pre. rr. 

Constitution, that Word apt to be mif- 
applied, 332. "Phat. of Exgland always to 
be brought into Order by lawful and regu- 
lar Means, 435. 

ConTRIvaNces, Confequences of giving Way 
to thofe thar are unknown, 190, 

ConvenricLes, Ufe of them in the Rye 
Plot, 365. 

ConvENTICLERs, leaft of any deferved Fa- 
vour, and why, 365. 

Cornisu, Sherriff, his Evidence at Fitzharris’s 
Trial, 290. 

Corruption, always to be diftinguithed from 
Error, 565. 

Coremporariss, the Propereft Judges of the 
Hiftory of their own Times, Pre. 8. Con- 
futation of what Kexnet fays againft them, 
ibid. 9. Their Memoirs ufeful to Compi- 
lers, ibid. 11. 

Coventry, Secretary, his 
Houfe of Commons, 483. 

Counci, Privy, Reform of it, 75. Peoples 
Obfervation upon it, ibid. What his Ma- 
Jefty’s faithful Subjects thought of it, 56. 
Great Treachery in it at the "Tih of the 
fecond Dutch War, 481. Some Paflages 
there during the King’s Sickne&, 649. 

CounciL, Common of the City, difavow the 
Arreft of the Lord Mayor, 618, * 

CounseL, Confequences of that which is 
faithful in dangerous Emergences, 82, 

CounsELLors, Privy, thofe that are factious 
defert, how and why, 78. Some of thein 
defire Leave to withdraw, 80. 

Courr, obvious Scheme of it under Shafe/~ 
bury and Clifford, 38. Errors of it in Cla. 
vendon’s Time, and his Concern in them, 
454. State of it juft*before the King’s 
Death, 646. 

Court, of Chancery, Forms of it get the 
better of the Lord Ghancellor Shaftsbury, 


58. 
aT . 


great Credit in the 


a eS 


4632. 


INDE xX, 


Court, of Juftice, Tumult about it incon- 
fiftent with Juftice, 115. 

Courts, of Juftice, not free from a Fal- 
lacy graffant about Oates’s Plot, 130. 

Grarr, Vanity of it in Public Affairs, 997. 

CRIMINALS, in Oafes’s Plot, their Denials 

° true, and why, 211. 

Crusts, of Politics, what, 155. True Mean- 
ing of it, 170. 

Criterion, of Truth, what, ibid. 

Crompton, Bifhop of Londox, one of the 
Committee of Lords for examining into 
Godfrey's Murder, 244. 

Crown, of England, as to attual Refiftance, 
with Force, abfolute, 337. 

Cucreprer, Lord, fchools Bennet for being 
in a Mafs Chapel with the King, 26. 


D. 


Danay, Earl of, propofes the Teft, 61. Why 
he propofed it, ibid. Rides to London in a 
Fright, proclaiming, all the Way, the Land- 
ing of the French in Dorfetfbire, 121. Pur- 
ged as to the Plot, 173. His fuller Ac- 
count wanted, and why, ibid. His Obfer- 
vation upon Kings whence, 174. His Con- 
duct, Defigns, and Miftakes, with Regard 
to the Popifh Plot, 175. His Opinion of 
Oates after the Revolution, 224. Entrance 
upon his Cafe, 528. A fhort Character of 
him and his Politics, ibid. Extract out of 
his Memoirs fhewing K-----t to be a Falfary 

- anda malicious one, 529. 

DANGERFIELD, Captain, Character of him, 
256. Foundation of his Plot, #id. His 
Cafe, awdethe Occafion of his publifhing ir, 
ibid. His Dealing with Mrs, Ceher, ibid. 
Abftract of his Cafe, ibid. Employment of 
him by the Lady Powis, 257. Abftract of 

~ his Narrative, 258. Why penfioned, but 
“not pardoned, 259. Our of Prifon, how, 
26x. Employed by Mrs. Celer again, ibid, 
Suffered to court her in Newgate, and why, 
2$2. His Advice to her, ibid. Remanded 
back to Newgate, 263. Not admitted as 
Evidence, and wiy, ibid. His Manage- 
ment of himfelf and his Narratives, 264. 
His Expedition for Recruits, sid. His 
Diary, the Ufe of 6, 265. How he got to 
Lady Powis, ibid. Why he offered his Ser- 
vice to the Party, ibid. His Difcovery to 
Mrs. Celier, 266. Iptroduced to the Duke, 
ibid. Sent by des the King, sid. Sent 


by the King to Secretary Coventry, ibid. 
Brought to the King, and his Declaration, 
ibid, Plies for Money, his Siecef, 67, 
Atks for a Search Warrant, but refiifed, 
ibid. Search@s Manfel’s Woufe; afd finds 
Papers of his own laying, ibid. Cémmitted 
for coining, ibid. Sent to Newgate for A~ 
bufe of Manfel,268. Heartened by Mps. Ce- 
lier, ibid. Brought before Sir Robert Clay-* 
ton, ibid, His Affidavic before him, ibid. 
Character of him, ibid. 

Dare, prefents a Petition to the King, 
543. Punithed by the Judge of* Af ie for, 
{peaking feditious Words, ibid. 

Darxness, more than ordinary vif unday, 
Fam. 12, 505, 

DecLaratjon, Extract out of King Charles II. 
375. No Libel upon the Diffenters, 415. 

DisseNTeRs, neceffarily involved in Recu- 
fancy, 363. Suffered little till Oates’s Plot, 
ibid. No Laws to be put in Force againft 
them, and why, 416. Upon the Reftau- 
ration they worked by Terrors, and fo in- 
fluenced the Court, 4.26. 

Doteman, Sir Thomas, his Bufine&S at Wake- 
man’s Trial, 184. Who, 267. 

Dorsetsuire, People in a great Fright there, - 
and why, 121. 

Doyty, who, 267. Accufes Dangerfield of 
coining, ibid. Met by a Privy Counfellor,” 
and what he faid, ibid. 

Durex, determined to ruin. the King and the 
Duke, and why, 121. Their Policy in 
pufhing the King of England into a War, 
471, More afraid of the French than of 
the Englifb, and why, 472. Afraid of the 
P. of O. and why, ibid. Why they did not 
move the King by their Embaflador, bue 
by the P. of O. 474. Take 600,000/. of 
us, 537- 





E. 


Epwarps, 2 Boy, his Tale about the Razor 
being thrown out of a Window in the 
Tower, 386. Brought before the Council 
with Braddon, 387. 

_ Evecrion, Entrance upon the Hiftory of 
that which was contefted by Sir Samuel Ber- 
aardiftos and the Lord Huntingtour, 516. 
Looked upon to be a Trial of Skill between 
the Parties, ibid. The Poll difturbed by 
great Numbers of Rabble and Seamen, 
517. Great Altercations what was to be 

Peery 
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done next, ibid. Strate of the Cafe and Ar- 
guments upon it, 518. Reafon of the Law 
. om ejther Side, §23.3 Conclufion of the 

“whole Affair, 527. Proceedings at that of 
Shertiffs of Leondon in 16833 604. Wrang- 
lings about the Lord Mayor’s Power to ad- 
journ, 606.. Obfervation upon the Dif 
ordsr, ibid, Atguments pro dnd con by 
Mr. Pollexfen and Sir Robert Sawyer, 607. 

EmpassaDorn, from Sweden, acquaints the 
King with a Trick to be put upon him by 
Mountagu, §33. 

\Exotne, the, Obfervation upon et Tem- 
MS S71, 

Bstaye on the Circumftances attending all 
Kings, and the Injuitice of Subjeéts towards 
their Governors, 432. 

Essex, Earl of, his Opinion of Dangerfield’s 
Difcovery, 268, Forward to profecute Lacy 
Powis, ibid. ‘Taken up for the Rye Plot, 
382. His Behaviour before the Council, 
#bid. Confufion he was in at his own Houfe, 
when taken up, ibid. Sends for Lord Cla- 
rendon, and his Dilcourfe with him, 385. 
Manner how the Report of his Death came 
to the Judges in Court, 402. Refigns, 540. 
Pufhes forwards, together with the Party, 
the Diffolution of the little Parliament, and 
why, 538. Thought to have perfuaded 
Sir William Fones to refign, 539. His Scheme 
about the Diffolution, ibid. “Arguments he 
might ufe with Sir Wiliam ones, ibid. 

EvERARD, who, 276. Agrees to draw up 
Fitzbarris’s Libel, 277. His Defign doubr- 
ful, ibid. Draws Fitzbarris into an Ambuf- 
cade of Witneffes, ibid. 

EvipENce, Juftice of it neceffary to charge 
Men criminally, 129. Ufe of back Evi- 
dence in Sham-plotting, 241. 

ExcHeQuer, Stop of it, 37. 

ExcLUusIoN, alone, not enough, confeffed by 
the Party, 152. 


F. 


Faction, ordinary Policy of ic, 51. Reflec- 
tion on the unhappy Ufe it makes of People 
of Quality, 350. Trade of it ins to 
revive, and how, 447. Revived before the 
Duke of York was known to be a Catholic, 
448. Villainy and Craft of the Drivers of 
it, 466. 

Faction, the, fet up a conftructive Diffolu- 
tion of the Parliament, 65. Language and 
‘Threats of them, 67. Impuadence of them, 


71. Defign of them when got into the 
Council, 77. Proof of their ‘prevaricating, 
78. Queftion raifed by them againft the 
Lawfulnefs of fending Forces into Scotlexd, 
80. How they worked upon the Reftaura- 
tion, 90. Laboured hard to fecure the Law 
on their own Side, ibid. Compleated if, 
how, ibid. Defign of their Armament down 
to Oxford, 98. Deep Project of the Heads 
of them, 99. Proof it was fo, ibid. That 
they had fome Fund of Money, from fome 
certain Perfons, appointed for fome Occa- 
fions, 102. State of their Affairs upon the 
Diffolution of the Oxford Parliament, 106. 
Set their beft Pens to Work, and why, 108. 
Miftake of their’s in ftopping the Courfe of 
the Law in the firft Inftance in the Cafe of 
forme Commoners, 114. Reafons they might 
have for it, #bid. Importance to them of 
having the City Magittrates chofen out of 
their own Party, 114,2. Bafe Ufe they al- 
ways make of the Notion that all Power is 
from the People, 115, 2. How tyrannous that 
againft King Charles II. was, 117,2. The 
Defign of them to come at the King through 
the Duke’s Sides, 150. The Amufements 
they made Ufe of to gain Time till the Par- 
liament met about the Popifh Plot, 172, 
Reafons for their declining the Council in 
Oares’s Plot, 185. Put the King into the 
Plot, and how, 189. Confequences to them 
if the Plot funk, 198. Put forth various 
Reports about Godfrey's Murder, and why, 
202. Their Art to entrap the Papifts about 
the Murder of Godfrey, ibid. Effeds of 
thofe Arts, 203. Ridicule the Somer fete Houfe 
Story, 209. Confequences te-hem if the 
Lord Stafford had confefled, 219, The 
Error of their Leaders, 251. Their great 
Difappointment at the coming out of Bed 
doe’s Examination, 254. Their Estor in not 
accufing the Duke of York firlt of -all,-259, 
Why they would have had the King divorced 
by A@ of Parliament, 260. Heads of them 
the Abbettors and Stirrers up of all the. Dif. 
turbances in Charles IPs Time, 269. Their 
Pretence about Fitzbarris, 276. Why they 
would have Fitzharris convict of High 
Treafon, 279. Determined to fave Fitze 
harris, 284. Their Drift in examining Fitz- 
harris while in Newgate, ibid. Their Pre- ~ 
tence that the King himfelf employed Fitz~ 

harris, confuted, 386, How they mana- 

ged Fitzbarris and Bix Wife, 297. Won- 

derful Subtilty in the Thain, 298. Temper 


INDEX, 


of them uron the Difcovery of the Rye 
_ Plot, 389, Their Defign upon Shrewsbury 
at the Rye Plot, 389. Confequcnces if the 
Deiign “had fuccezded, ibid, Conjures 
ftow the feveral Parties would have quar- 
 Telled if the Rye Defign had fucceeded, 390. 
, Allow the King no good Reafon for any 
Thing that hedoes, 450. Their Meafure of 
Good and Evil in the King, iid. Rife of 
the Influences they had, 458. Their Ma- 
Ragement of fome Cuftom-houfe Books, 
468. Play the fame Trick with the King as 
was done in his Father's Time about the Pa- 
latinate War, in order to bring him into Ne- 
ceffity, 469. Advanzages’ they made of the 
King’s going from his Declaration, 486. 
Advantages they took from the Abufes of 
‘Traders in the Neutrality, 487, Why they 
did not like the little Wefminfler Parliament, 
506. Why they got it to be diflolved, ibid. 
Methods they wifed to work upon People 
with, 507. How they proceeded to exalt 
Party Men and cry down Loyallifts, ibid. 
Atcend the Judgmenc of the Lord Chief 
Juftice North in the Cafe of Soams verfus 
Bernardifton, in Crouds, 521. Much dif- 
gufted at his Behaviour, and why, 523. Plan 
they had drawn to work upon, in Cafe the 
Chief had not fruftrated their Defigns by his 
copious Reafons, ibid. Harmony between 
them and the Durch, 537. Their Rage and 
Fury againft the Abhorrers, 548. Their 
Management of Sir Francis Withins, 549. 
Why they took up the Procefs of intimidat- 
ing, 550. Their Aim in the Debates about 
my Lord Chief Juftice North, 552. Their 
€are-of the Reputation of the Committee 
for driwitg up Articles, Se. 554. Use 
they made of the green Ribbon Club, 572. 
Chofe Aor the fifth of November for the Pope- 
burnixg > and why, 575. Refolve to renew 
their Defign Nov. 17, 1683, notwithftand- 
ing the Alterations in the City, $79. Rea- 
fons for it, ibid. Amafement at College's be- 
ing condemned, 588. They laboured for 
htm with all their Might, and why, ibid. 
Their Diligence at College’s Trial, ibid. 
Their Endeavours to fright Sir Dudley North 
from holding, 603. Fallacy of what they 
infifted on at the Elections of Sherriffs, 605. 
Throw up at the Day of Adjournment, and 
why, 611. Threaten Sir Fobu Moor before 
and at the Arrival of the P--- of O--~ at Exe- 
ter, 618. Expected-Confitation of the To- 
ties Eftatesat the Pévolution, 622. Proof of 


their Defign, and how they were difappoint- 
ed, iid. Their Attempts aby a Bill in the 
Houfe of Commigns, ibid, eM Aas . 
FarrcLoucs, who, 604. Makes an erifaar- 
ing Propofirwn to Sir Dudey North, ibid. - 
Defign of that Propofition, ibid. aon 
Fanatics, Severe Laws againft them not ri- 
gorouily executed, 369. The true Reafon 
of their Separation, 442. 
Fercuson, his Boaft, 319. 
Fincu, Lord Chancellor, Paflage between 
him and the Attorney General about the 
Convicts, 208. Made Lord Chancellor. 


515. 

Firron, verfus Lord Gerrard, his Cap, 557. 

FirzHarris, his Plot copied after Danger. 
field, but improved, 272. Tn what ic was 
improved, 273. Advantages of his and 
Oates’s Plot compared, ibid. Their feveral 
Events, ibid. This Plor dark, and why, 
ibid. Beft Account of the overt Fats he 
was charged with to be got out of the Trial, 
274. His Introduétion to the Ladies, how 
and when, 275. Who he was, ibid. Em- 
ployed by the Duchsf, and got Money, 
ibid, Great Services he pretended to do for 
the King, ibid. Gets 2501 ibid. Taken 
for an honeft Man by the Duchefs, idid. 
Endeavours to get to the King, why, 276, 
Why refuled, tid. Difcourfes with Ever. 
ard, ibid. His Difcourfe with him about 
the Libel, 277. Taken up going either to 
Lord Clarendon’s or Lord Hyde's, 278. Vi- 
fited by Sir Robert Clayton the Chamberlain, 
and Sir George Treby the Recorder, 279. 
Contents of their Examination of him in 
Newgate, 280. Contents of his Confeffion 
before Dr. Haweins, 281. Removed to the 
Tower, 282. Why he was removed thither, 
283. Why his Depofition was taken by 
two City Magiftrates, and they both Men- 
bers of Parliament, 284. His Affair laid 
before the Houte of Commons, itid. Ob- 
fervations upon the Manner of it, #id. Bill 
of Indictment found againft him, and why, 
287. His Counfel who, iid. His Trial 
put of, why, #id. Plea to his Impeach- 
ment over-raled, and why, ibid. His Decla- 
ration at the Place of Execution, 288. His 
Defence, 284. Outwitted by the Faction, 
292. His Wife Principal, he her Tool, 
293. Referved in his Confeffion as to the 
Libel, 294. Found guilty by an Accident, 
295. Why he faid fo much in his Confer. 
fion, and no more, 299, : 
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FrrzHarris, Mrs. her Behaviourafter her Hut 
band was clapt up, 296. 

Frag, Proteftant, what, $72. 

Fiog, Mr. Ule the Earl of Denby made of 

. him, 972. 7 a : 

ForeiGn, Minifter, Conceit of one at Ox- 
ford upon the Diffolution of the Parliament, 
105» * 

Fox, Rejoice, his Sham-Plot, 313. His Of- 
fer rejected by the Council, 384. 

FREAK, who, 241. 


FREEDOM, what is properly meant by it, 75. 


FRenca, the, great Amufers, 137. Refolved 
@ ruin Danby, 529. Some Miltakes of 
their's, ibid. 

Frenca, Embaffador, chicanes with the Fac 
tion, §29. 

Vresno, Mr. Del, the Spanif> Embaffador, 
his Generofity, 487. 


G. 


Gapsury, the Aftcologer, his Teftimony at 
| Mrs. Celier’s Trial, 263. How he got his 
Pardon, ibid. 

Goprrey, Sir Edmund Bury, Memoir con- 
cerning bim, 174. Confequences of kis 
Murder, 177. His Murder re-edified the 
Plot, and why, 196. Probability of his be~ 
ing tnurdered by the Faction, 199. The 
mott ealily trapped of any, ibid. “Why fe- 
lected by the Plotters to {wear before, ibid. 
Reafon the Plotters had to kill him, 200, 
What he faid alluded to Danéy, rather than 
tothe Papifts, ibtd. Friend to Coleman, 201. 
Account of the Proceeding when he was 
firft miffed, ibid. Report of his Abfence all 
over England, ibid. Various Reports put 
forth by the Party, and why, 202. His 
Body found, where, ibid. His tremendous 
Funeral, 204. Spectacle in the Pulpit, 205. 
His Murder to be laid at the Duke’s Door, 
247. 

arent, Mr. Michael, who, 287. His 
Motion over-ruled at Fitzbarris’s Trial, ibid. 
Motion of Counfel for him over-ruled, ibid. 

GopLy, Robin, who, 651. 

GoopenoucH, Attorney at the arrefting of 
Sir William Pritchard, 617. 

Gerbon, a Scotchman, Contents of a Letter 
taken from him, 389. 

GoverNMENT, of England, neither was, nor 
could be Popifh at the Tine of the Popith 
Plot, 145.. Integrity of it in the Examina- 


“tions of the Confpirators in the Rye Plot, - 
“382. * 

GovernMENT, Experiments upon it always- 
foolith, 351. Reafon why People are given 
to tamper with it, 382. Neceffaries to the 
Being of it, 3838. 

GovernMents, Inftance of an Error in moff 
of thofe that are young, 297. 

Granam, Solicitor of the Exchequer, Account . 
of him, 114. Run away at the Revolu- 
tion, and his Death, ibid.” Sued by the Fart 
of Shaftsbury, 116. * 

Grecory, Serjeant, Account of his carrying 
up a Money Bill to the Houfe of Lords, 460. 

Grey, Lord Grey of Wark, mide General of 
the Horfe againit the Rebels in Scor/and, 80. 
Lays down upon the Queftion about the 
Lawfulnefs of fending Forces thither, ibid. 

is Behaviour before the Council, 384. 
Etcaped and how, ibid. Among thofe that 
were fin’d with the Sherriff of London, 609, 


H. 


Hates, Chief Juftice, penfive upon the Quan- 
tum of Damages allowed by the Jury in the 
Cafe of Soams and Bernardi ‘02, 520. Over- 
rules the Motion made by Mr. Attorney 
North in Favour of Sir William Seams, 521. 

Hampven. Mr. taken up, 382. 

Ha--x. Mr. Favourite of Lord Shaftsbury’s, 
An Extravagance of his, 58. 

Haypcarnerinc, Method of it, 542. 

Hartsuorn, accules Starkey to the Earl of 
Clare, 384. 

Hayns, Bryax, Hiftory of him, 117. 

Hisrorian, Good ones do not-»&“fo hide 
their Names, Pref. 13. ¥ 

History, Character of K----- 2s, | Pref. 2, 
Not to be wrote for one’s own Diverfion, 
Pref. 7. Bett underftood of any Thing by 

the Generality of Mankind, ibid. “None to 
be had from any but Cotemporaries, Pref. 
ro, Advantage of National over Civil, 89. 
Condition of the Times about Oates’s Plot 
with Regard to that, 187. 

Hottis, Sir Fobn, fecretes the Examination 
in Newgate, and dying Confeffion of Firz- 
harris, 283. His Libel expofed, 309, Fal- 
lacy of his upon Mr.Sidvey’s Cafe, 4.10, 

Hotioway, his Cafe, 645." Some Account 
of his dying Speech, ibid. 

Howarp, Sir Phili >the Juftice that took the 
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. 
Depolition of his‘Nephew, Charles Atkins, 
245. “Tyalks to Mr. Samuel Atkins, ibid. 
Howarp, Lord, waits on the Duchefs of 
_ Portfmouth, and why, 275. Inventor of 
Fitzbarris’s Scheme, 276. Concerned in 
Fitzharris’s Libel, ibid. Taken, 382. - His 
Behaviour before the King and the Duke, 


ibid. 


° J. 


James, II. cleared of the French League by 
the Earl of Sunderland, 480. 

Jerrriss, Sir George, Motion of bis in Coun- 
cil, 545. Prefents an‘Addrefs of Abhor- 
rence to the King from London, 547. His 
Behaviour before the Houfe of Commons, 


racter of Mr. Hambden, ibid. His Death, 
how, ibid. His Character, Tendencies and 
Expectations, fed. When “at Ha pftegd, 
ordered his Billets to he taken out of fe Cel- 
lars at Lonflon for Fear ag the Pabifts, 510, 
His greateft Miftake in the Way'‘pf Politics, 
ibid. is Uneafinefs about Mr.eFravcig 
North? 511. Sworn of the King’s Coun- 
fel, 515. Solicitor General, sbig. His De- 
fire of the Poft of Chief Juftice of the Com- 
mon Pleas, and his irregular Steps to obtain 
it, ibid. Made Attorney General, ibid. Try 
umphs over Mr. Attorney Nort6 in the Ca 

of Soams and Bernardifion, 519. Fintls*his 
Error in laying himfelf open to fhe King, 
§38. Vifits the Lord Chief Juftice North 
about his Proclamation, 548. Lofes Ground 


and Punifhment, 550. Begs Leave of the 
King to furrender his Recorderthip, idid, 
Parree of Wit between him and one Lux 
at College’s Trial, 585. A great Inftrument 
in the Abufe of Quo Warrantos, 

Jenkins, Secretary, carries up the Impeach- 
ment of Fitzbarris to the Lords, 284. His 
Account of the Libel to the Houfe of 
Lords, ibid. 

JeNKs, accufed for the Rye Plot, but cleared, 


in the Houfe of Commons, 568. Great 
Vexation to him, ibid, 

Jupce, how careful he ought to be of what 
he fays upon Life and Death, 181. 

Jupces, attend at the Council, and give their 
Opinion of fome Queftions touching Li- 
cences, 139. Falfe Account of their Beha- 
viour at Tawston Dean in one of the News 
Letters, 364. Contradiéted in the Gazette, 
ibid. Reflections upon it, 365. OF their 
Conduét of themfelves, 548. Noneof them 
called upon to defend themfelves, and why, 
567. Articles preferred againft none but 
Sir William Scroggs, ibid. Ordered to at- 
tend at the O/d-Baily, and reform the Pan- 
-hel of the Grand Jury there, 583. True 
Report of that whole Proceeding, sid. 

JUDGMENT, upon Fitzbarris, declared with- 
out Reafons, and why, 288. Reafon of it, 
ibid. 

Jury, Jury Men for London and Middlefex the 
moft hardened of the Faction, r10. Grand, 
endeavour to fhuffle off a Paper called the 


384. 

tonowiude almoft worn out of Memory, 
89. Entrance upon the Hiftory of it, go. 
Whence, idid. The Nature of the Abufe 
of it, 113. Introduction to the Farewel of 
it, 687. 

IMPEACHMENTs, none followed upon the 
King’s receding from his Declaration, 40. 

_ INDULGENCE, general, 38. A moft unpopular 


>‘ : 
INDULGENCcEs, State of them, with the Oc- 
cafiont and Events, 431. 
‘Inques?, grand, and grand Juries made up of 
nothing but Party-Men, 94. Affociation, 312. Their Reafons for rerarn- 
“EINTERRSTs AND DesicNs, of the Duke of ing the Bill again Sbaftsbury Ignoramus, 
York, Words for nothing but Calumny, 143. 114. 
InrRopuction, to the third Part, 425. Justice, never more impartially executed than 
Jones, Sir Thomas, returned to London from about the Time of the Rye Plot, 374. 
Somerfetjbire, from the Weftern Circuit, Justices, of the Peace, of Surrey, in Danger 
252. His Character, 563. His Offences, of a fham Plot, 310. Complained of for 
ibid. Declares the Judgment againft the City not profecuting the Papifts, 505. Their 
of London, and the Reafons, 642. Power to reform the Pannels of Grand Ju- 
Jones, Sir William, sefigns, 507. His Beha- ries, 582. 
viour, ibid. Book of his Writing, and its 
Character, 508. Tired of the Plot Profe- K. 
cutions, and why, édjd. Aimed at a certain 
Poft in the Lay tut difappointed, 509. 


Karine, firft difcovers the Rye Plor, 378. - 
-Hated Shaftsburf and why, ibid. His Cha- 


Difcovery took Air, 379. ? 
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K.-----7, Examination of his Epiftle, Pref. 6. 
His beit Writers, who, Pref. ibid. Owns 
himglf g C8temporary, Pref-10. His Rea- 
Tons for concealing his Name confuted, Pref. 
13. His Defigg, 18. VilifiegKing Charles, 

17 gnifies the Faction, #bid. His Au- 

thors what, gibid. Endeavours to prove 

the King a Papift, from a Paffage it C/aren- 
don abbut the Pyrenean Treaty, 18. His 

Opinion of the fecret Articles of that Trea- 

ty, 19. Abufes Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory, 

20. Ridicules the Earl of Clarendon, 22. 

His Proof of the fecret Article, very thal- 

tow, ibid. Abules the Earl of Clarendon and 

the King, 23. His Affertion proved falfe 
from Clarendon, ibid. Contradicts himéelf, 

24. His Invention of a political Feint at the 

Pyrenean Treaty, frivolous, 25. His Story 

of Culpepper and Bennet, 26. Charges the 

Murder of Culpepper upon the King oblique- 

ly, ibid, makes a falfe Inference from that 

Story, 28. Comparifon of the King’s Be- 

haviour upon his Death-Bed with that of my 

Lord Arlington in the like Circumftances, 

29. Charges great Villainy upon the King, 

30. His Reafons for writing his Book, 
ibid. Wis Account of the Promotion of my 
Lord Shaftsbury to the Great Seal, and Re- 

marks ufon it, 33. Difingenuities in what 
he fays of the Earl of Shaftsbury’s Retreat 
into Holland, 34. He affronts the Peerage, 
35. His Defign in the Account he gives of 
the Earl of Shaftsbury’s Retirement, ibid. 
His libellous Account of the Earl’s Remo- 
val, 45. His falfe Character of the Faction, 
47. Falfifies a Speech of Shaftsbury’s, 48. 
Makes the Duke of York the Caufe of the 
Earl’s Remove, ibid. _Vilifies and reviles the 
King, 49. Mifteprefents the Vifit of Con- 

. doleance to the Earl, 50. Charges the Pa- 
pifts with perfecuting Shaftsbwry into Dif 
grace and Ruin, 53. And how they char- 
ged him in vain, iid. He from thence in- 
fers his Lordfhip’s Innocence, 54. Which 
does not follow, and why, ibid. Why his 
Word They is confined to the Court and Mi- 
niftry, 55. His Encomium upon my Lord 
Shaftsbury, ibid, Weighs the Earl againft 


the King, 60. Gives 2 wrong Name to © 


Danby’s Teft, 62. Libels the long Parlia- 
ment, 68. Produces no Fat to tupport his 
Reflections, 69. Applies the Word Mini- 
fry to a Time before ic was thought of, 
ibid. Afferts falfly that one of the Miniftry 
move ta the Bar. ig Holds forth falfe 


Colours, but conceals the true Caule of this 


“Infult upon both Hou'es, 7o. Reflects on 


the Judges in order to fave Shaftsbury’s Cre- 
dit, 72. Stealsa Paragraph out of the Tirlg- 


Page of a Pamphlet for a Character of the - 


Earl’s Speech, 73. Abufes the Opinion of 
Juftice Twifden when abfent, ibid. Abules 
the King, 74. Abufes the Houfe of Lords, 


_ 75. Gives an abfurd Reafon for Aaron 


Smith’s being taken up, ibid. His flight Ac- 
count of the Rebellion in Scotland, 82. 
Short Character of his Book, 83. His Nore 
upon my Lord Shaftsbury’s being turned out 
of the Prefidentfhip of the Council, idid. 
His falfe Account of the Earl’s Reafons for 
changing, 84. His odd and notable Things 
in Shaftsbury’s Speech, 85. Mifreprefents 
the Subftance and Defign of it, itid. Con- 
ceals the Confequences of it, 86. His ‘Trick 
to exalt the Duke of Mozmouth, and libel 
the Duke of York, 87. Places Lord Shajts- 
bury’s Speech after the Bartle of Borhwel, 
whereas it was before it, ibid. Sum of 
his Account of the Earl of Shaftsbury, 90. 
Reprefents the King’s fummoning a Parlia- 
ment at Oxford as a great Grievance, 97. 
Suppreffes all the Votes but one, iid. A 
ferts falfly that the Diffolution of the Oxford 
Parliament ae a general Di(content, 102, 
Styles the King’s Declaration an Apology, 
103. His falfe and ridiculous Character of 
it, ibid. His finiftrous Conftruction of the 
King’s going to Windfor the Evening he had 
diffolved the Oxford Parliament, 105. His 
Affertion that it was propofed to make an 
Example of a Peer as well as of a Common- 
er, falfe and foolith, 108. His RegfSns‘for 
preferring my Lord Shaftsbury, 10§. Gives 
only a Scrap or two of his Cafe, and thofe 
not in the Indiétment, 112. Slips over all 
the Treafon, and mentions only fofnething 
that fome Witneffes fwore, ibid. 
the Proofs againft Shaftsbury, 113. His 
Cenfure of the Witneffes turned upon him, 
117. His falfe Account of Captain #%l- 
kinfon, 118,1. Accufes the Court of at- 
tempting to fuborn Captain Wilkinfon, ibid. 
Makes no Ufe of his Narrative, ibid. Calls 
Wilkinfon’s Narrative Depofitions falfly, 113, 
2., His Affertion thay the People were ge- 
nerally fatisfied at the ignoramufing the Bill 
againit Sheftsbury, falfe, ibid. Ignorantly 
coins an Hardfhip og Shaftesbury, and why, 
115. Falfe Notes his upon Grabam’s 
Cafe. 116.2. UrterlySuvprefles Afecedy’e 


tails. 
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Plot, and why, 126. Tranfcribes the Fal- 
lacies graflant about Oates’s Plot into his 
Hiftory, 131. His Management of Cole- 
mar’s Letters, 132. Relates no diftiné Fa& 
belonging to Oates’s Plot, ibid. His pretend- 
ing to prove Oates’s Plot out of Coleman's 


, Letters a meer Flam, 133. His falfe Ufe 


of Coleman's Letters, 137. His libellous Ac- 
count of the Proclamation againft Coffee- 
Houfes, 138. His Ufe of the Title of the 
Growth of Popery, ibid. His falle Infe- 
rence from the Proclamation, 140. Favours 
the Attorney General who drew the Procla- 
mation, but not the King, and why, r4r. 
His Encomium upon Andréw Marvel's Li- 
bel, did. His Reflection upon. the Court 
and the Houfe of Commons, 142. Ules 
Generals to invite an il] Senfe,” 144. His 
fly Reflection upon the Houfe of Commons, 
ibid. Conceals the Pravity of the Times, 
146. Strains hard to prove the Popifh Plot 
out of Coleman’s Letters, 147. His Expe- 
dient in Order to make his Proof go down, 
ibid. His Meaning by Hopes and Expecta- 
tions of the Papifts under the Influence and 
Protection of the Duke of York, 149. Lays 
the Popifh Plot at the King’s Door, 150. 
Conceals the Whole of Oates’s Plot, 155. 
Conceals Oates’s accufing the Queen of High 
Treafon, 186. His Behaviour quite contrary 
to the Condu& of his Party at this Time, 
187. He prefumes the Plot and rails at the 
King, 188. Ufe he makes of a Saying of 
the Buffoon Killigrew, 189. Inexcufable 
for concealing the Faéts of this Plot, and 
why, 190. Reafons that moved him { to 


d 1. His Charge upon the two laft 
Years s of Coleman confuted, 192. 
Reflectsion King William, 193. Quotes a 


Pafiage out of Welhwood, ibid. His De- 
monttration of the Plot from Godfrey’s Mur- 
der confred, 196. Conceals the Criminals 
Speechés, and why, 211. His impertinent 
Reflection on their Denials, 212; Con- 
ceals the Circumftances of my Lord Stef. 
fords Trial, 215. Suppreffes moft of the 
Sham Plots, and why, 232. Is conftrained 
to mention fome, and why, ibid. His Ma- 
nagement of thofe he docs. make Mention 
of, 233. His Wey of Dealing preobferved, 
ibid. Takes no Notie of the Hardfhip of 


° Mr. Samue? Arkines Cafe, 243. His Abufe 


and Concealment of Dangerfield’s whole 
Plot, 270. His Behgpiour in Fitzharris’s 
Plot, 274. Concegy® Sir Robert Clayton’s 
and Sir Georze Treb?s Tampering with Fitc- 


harris in Newgate, 283. His Conftruction 
of Fitzbarris’s being removed to the Tower, 
ibid. Suppreffes Qoth the Eraminaton and 
dying Confeffion of Fitzbarris, idid.> Set 
cretes his Cgnfeffion, and why,.2%. His 
falfe Account of Fitzharris's Plot, 303, His 
Treatment of his Libel, 304. ‘Writes 
Hearfayy for certain Truths, 305. «Adds 
more, and more malicious, 306. His own 
Obfervation falfe, ibid. More lik Falfities, 
307. Mifreprefents the Senfe of the Com- 
mons, ibid. Falfifies the Trial and the Evi- 
dences, 308. His Way of working upon 
the Rye Plot, 315. His Strain contrary ¢ 

what it was when he wroze about Oates’s Plot, 
316. Brings ia High and Low Church*before 
they were born, 318. Joins the King and 
Duke as one under Title Papift, ibid. Makes 
the King’s Proclamation againft Duels to re- 
fle& on the Tories, 319. His Abufe of the 
Clergy by the Diftingtion of Wig and Tory, 
322. His Beau Character of the Whig- 
Clergy, and the Iniquity of it, iid. His 
Character of the Tory-Clergy under the 
Name of other, 323. ° Accufes the Tory 
Clergy of being bribed co preach again{t Fa- 
naticifm more than Popery, 324. Accufes 
them for running down their Betters, 325. 
Charges them with Falfenefs and Hypocrity, 
327. Injurioufly confounds paffive Obedi- 
ence and unbounded Prerogative, 328. His 
treacherous Infinuations about Refiftance, 
329. Quarrels with the Corporation Aét, 
sid. Reviles the Church of England in 
general, 342. Makes the King’s gaining in 
the People’s Affections, a Growth of Po- 
pery, 343. Says Conventicles were made 
popular with the Nobility and Gentry, ibid. 
Sets up Conventicles, 345. Quotes Hollis 
againft the Clergy, ibid. Afferts falfly that 
the Churches of Rome and Exgland were at * 
any Time Friends, 346. Ules the Word 

Hating, when it was only not trufting the 

Fanatics, 348. Makes animproper Ufe of the 

Word Church, 348. Gives two factious 

Speeches for atrue State of the Times, 349. 

His Affertion that the Roman Catholics took in- 

againft the Diffenters, falfe, 354. Afferts that 

many of the Clergy were fufpected of Po- 

pery, falfe, 356. His Proof of the Clergy’s 

being popifhly affected, 358. Libels the 

Bifhops for voting, ssid. Charges upon the 

Court the Divifions made by the Faction, 

359. His Endeavours to extenuate the Re- 

bellion at the Rye, 360. Afferts falqy that 


oe 
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the Papifts had Partiality fhewn them, 366. 


Angry with'the Aiddlgfex Juftices, and why, 
%6% His abominable Reflection on the 
King, 368. Mliftakes the Cafe of the 35 


Eliz, ibid. His Miftake bout the 35 and 
$9 Elz. ibid. Afferts falfly that the Execu- 
tin of the «Laws gave a general Difcontent, 
340. His Contrivance to tutn Rebellion 
into pure Zeal for Religion, id. Makes 
the ordinary Courfe of Law, Tyranny, 371. 
His Defign of countenancing a Rebellion 
grows, plain, 372. His moderate Expref- 
fions, 373. Melts the Rye Plot down into 
nothing but infenfible Words, 374. Makes 
flight of tne Confpiracy, 378. Helps he 
might have had towards the Writing of this 
Confpiracy, 396. His Miftake about the 
Football Match, 397. Afferts falfly that 
Keiling made a Narrative, ibid.  Afferts 
falfly that Rumfey had a Pardon and Reward, 
398. His forry Shifts to leffen Weft and 
Shepheard, ibid. His Story about an Order 
of the Secretary’s to let Fergufon go, falfe, 
399. His Account of Lord Howard falle, 
ibid. Wis Affertion that the Duchefs of 
Portfinouth conditioned wich the Lord How- 
ard to {wear, falfe, ibid. His Endeavours to 
make it be believed that the Earl of Effex was 
murdered by Order of the King and the 
Duke, 400. Infinuates it was committed 
in Order to help on the Lord Rufé’s Trial, 
401. Afferts falfly that the Counfel made a 
direct Ufe of it, ibid. Endeavours to take 
off the common Satisfaction then had of 
the Earl of Effex’s Suicide, 403. His Li- 
bel about the King’s Concern, ibid. Un- 
juftly taxes the Punifhment of Braddon as 
too heavy for his Crimes, 404. His Fal- 
fities in Mr. Sidwvey's Cafe, 406. Afferts falfly 
that he made no Defence, 407. Afferts 
falfly that Mr. Sydney abfolutely denied his 
being of the Council of fix, 408. His Ma- 
nagement of the dying Speeches of the Con- 
fpirators in the Rye Plot, 411. His Fetch 
to filch out of the Way the King’s Decla- 
ration, 414. Takes no Notice of the 
Bilhop of Rochzfer’s Book, till in the 
next Reign, 417. His fimple Reflection 
upon the Court of King ames, 419. 
Alferts falfly that the Rye Plot was on- 
ly a Jefuitical Trick, 420. His falfe Affir- 
tion that the Bifhop’s Book is meer Varnifh, 
ibid. Whatever he fays againft the Bifhop’s 
Bgok is in Words void of Sente, sid. Com- 
farifon of him with himfelfin his Account 


of the two Plots, of Oates and of the Rye, 
422. Libels the Parliamen@at the Reftau- 
ration, and why, 427. His Parallel be.ween 


‘the Times of King Charles Land IL. falfe, 429. 


His Reafon for the Parliament’s fuppreffing 


 Conventicles, falfe, 430. His Way of ap- 


Treats a Proclamation againft  Pwiests 
Jefuits after a fcandalous wane 449. 


proaching to a Lye, ibid. Allows of no In- 
ducement to the King to indulge but Po- 
pery, 431. Allows the King none of the 
fair Occafions of Excufe, 432. Makes no 
Account of the King’s Conformity with the 
Laws, and Agreement with the Parliament, 
but defames both, 434. His Injuftice in 
charging the King with an univerfal Defign 
of arbitrary Power from one ortwo Excef- 
fes of Government, 435. Afferts falfly that 
the Prefbyterians feparated from us upon the 
King’s Encouragement, 438. Gives fix Rea- 
fons for the King’s granting his Indulgence, 
and out of them affigns the very worft for his 
Motive, ibid. Charges a Scandal upon the 
King through the Czfe of Mr. Calamy, 440. 
Afferts falfly that he was di(charged illegal- 
ly, ibid. Gives a falfe Reafon for the Par- 
liament’s addreffing the King for a Procla- 
mation againft Priefts and Jefuits, 441. Af 
ferts falfly that the Strength of Popery was 
the Occafion of the Fanatics Separation in 
1662, 442. Can rant it for Perfecution in 
Order to revile the King, 443. Blunders 
about the Judges, 444. Afferts that the Le- 
giflative Power pulled one Way, and the 
executive another, foolifhly, iid, Afferts 
falfly that Conventicles were fuppreffed for 
Reafons of Popery and not Sedition, 445. 


and 


Makes a villainous Ule of Clérendon’s Cafe 
to vilify the King, 451. His Tale of Lord 
Chandois, 466. Summary of bis Calumny 
upon the King becaufe he kept our of: the 
War with France, 477. His Account cf 
Henrietta Maria, 478. His falfe Affertion 
of a nearer Alliance with France, 4.79. At 
ferts falfly that Money was fent over from 
France to buy the King and his Miniftry, 
480. Allows che King none but bad Reafons 
for what he does, but yer does noz declare 
what they are, 481. Brings no Fads to 
prove what he {&%s of the Money Treaty, 
482. His Contrivance in purring forwatd 
the Frezch Plot, ibid. His falfe Affertion 
that the King atsde Peace unwillingly, con- 
futed, 488. His tafe Conftruction of the 
Neutrality confuted, «lid. Makes a Procla- 
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mation for fitting of the Parliament a Trick. 


to ftop Clamor, 489. His Management of 
the Paffages between the King and the long 
Parliament relating to the War with France, 
49%. His Abufe of the King’s long Anfwer 
to the Commons Addrefs Faz, 31, 1677-8, 
496. Conceals Part of the Commons Ad- 
drefs for actual War, 498. Suppreffes the 
Petition and Advice of the Commons to the 
* King, 499. Abufes the King upon his A- 
greement to difband the Army, 500. Per- 
verts a Mifentry of the Houfe of Commons 
in their Books, into a Libel upon the King, 
ibid, Suppreffeth the London Exchequer, 
and why, 502. Recapitulation of his Abufes, 
ibid. His Reafon for the Diffolution of the 
long Parliament, 503. Occafions why he 
mentions Sir Wiliam ‘ones in his Hiftory, 
508 Scandalifes the Houfe of Lords and 
Courts of Law about the Trunkmaker’s 
Cafe, 530. Afferts falfly that the King made 
up the Peace without the Intervention of his 
Embafladors, 536. His flight Account of 
Sir Francis Withins, 549. His falfe Account 
of Sir George Feffries’s Cafe, 550. His im- 
perfect Account of the Affair of the Procla- 
mation, 551. His Induftry to malign the 
Lord Chief Juftice North, 556. His falfe 
Account of Mayot’s Cale, ibid. Miftépre- 
fents the Proclamation, 558. Suppreffes 
every Thing about the Committee, Bs 559. 
Falfifies the Meaning and Intent of the Ad- 
dreffes of Abhorrence, ibid, His falfe Ac- 
count of the Offence of the Abhorrers, ibid. 
Suppreffes all the Commitments of Abhor- 
rers, 560. Gives a falfe State of the Judges 
Cafe . Falfifies the Pope-Burning Tu- 
mults, hoy, 580. ° His falfe Account of the 
Juftices putting in Execution the Law for 
geforming the Pannels of Grand Juries at the 
Old-Bailey, 582. His falfe and deficient 
Character, and Account of College and his 
Treafon, 390. Afcribes falfly the Taking 
up of Wilmore to his Verdict, 91. His 
bafe Reflections upon the Proceedings at Ox- 
ford againft College, 592. Afferts falfly that 
it was refolved he fhould dye, right or wrong, 
§94. Perverts an Order of Council made 
to command the Lord Mayor to do his Duty, 
* 611, Libels the King for fending Courtiers 
and Venifon to the Prefitices, 612. Libelf 
the Proceedings of the Court, but touches 
nothing of the Matter, 613. His Miftake 
abour the Rann te: Juftifies the 
Sherriff in going on with the Poll, 614. Fal- 
e 


fifies and fuppreffes farther, ibid. Afferts 
falfly that the Common Cougcil were for- 
ced to difavow th Arreft of the. Lad. 
Mayor, 618. Pervetts to. libel the King’s’ 
Regard for thesCity, 635° Fallifies @ Paf- 
fage in the Lord Keeper’s Speccl, 636. 
Suppreffes all the Conditions peyond e: 
ibid, Falfifies another Part of the Spetch, 
637. Conceals the Confequences of the 
Seifure, 638. Reviles all that was done 
as tyrannous, but makes not a Word 

good of what he fays, 640. Adds fome 

Confequences that do pot follow, ibid. 

Ridicules and falfifies the Forfeicures, 641. ‘ 
Adds the Ufes for which the Money was 

raifed, in Order to hide the Ilegality, ibid. 

Afferts falfly that the Judges gave no Rea- 
fons, 642. Falfifies the Number of the 
Judges prefent at the Declaration of the 
Judgment, 643. Defames the Judges de. 
claring Saunders’s Opinion when abfent, ibid. 

Appeals to a Libel for a Cenfure of the 
whole, 644. Would have the King thought 
to have Intentions of fetting up the Duke of 
Monmouth, 646. Falfifies the Temper of 
the People in the King’s laft Sicknes, 647, 

His falfe Account of King Charles II. 651. 

Kine, French, his Anfwer to the Propofals of 
the King of Exgland, 4.98. 

Krexsy, Mr. who, 170. His Part in the Plot 
as he writes, 171. 

Kwnicut, old Sir Hohn, his BufinefS with the- 
Lord Chief Juftice at Brifto/, 253. Brings. 
Word to the Lord Chief Juftice of Bedloe’s 
Sicknefs, ibid. His Character, ibid. Sub- 
ftance of his Speech to the Lord Chief Ju- 
ftice, ibid. 

Knicur, young Sir Fobn, his Character, 253. 


L . 

Lavperpace, Duke of, keeps Scotland in 
good Order, 78. Endeavours to get him 
removed, and why, 79. Reafons why the: 
King would not part with him, ibid. De- 
fires Leave of the King to withdraw from 
the Council Chamber, refufed, bid. His 
‘Advice to the King in private, 81. 

Law, Martial, 37. 

Law, Exglifb, the Excellency of it as to the 
Nullity of [legalities, 340. Of the Lex 
Terra and Fudicivm Parium, 508. 

Laws, of thofe againft Popery, 360. Of thofe 
againft Conyenticles, 361. : e 
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Cotnfels, ibid. His remarkable Conftancy 
againft the Court, 42. Shiftsbury an im- 
proper Name for him, iid. Works on the 
Foot of chery, 43. Thofe that thought 
Him Re ‘upon abfoluce Government in or- 
der g"RS premect Minifter, miftaken, and 
why3¢42 Ges over to thé Country Party, 
and fhe Confequences, 45. His bold talk 
at*his Entrafice upon the Chencellorthip, 
46.° His Shifts of the difficult Jobs of Mar- 
tial Raw, gc. ibid. Efcapes. being im- 
peached how, 47. Makes his Remove a 
Foundation for Popularity, 49. Co-ope- 
yates with. the Papifts, 55. Why he iffued 
Writs in Vacation of Parliament, 56. Rides 
to the Term, 57.° Of his Juftice in gene- 
yal, 59. His little Regard to Decency, 
Morality, or Cenfure, 60. Warm in fup- 
porting the Faction, and fets up the Coun 
try Party in the Houfe of Commons, 61. 
Sent to the Tower with three other Lords, 
and why, 67. Continued after the others 
were difcharged, and why, 71. Brings his 
Habeas Corpus returnable at the Kézg’s 
Bench, and upon full Hearing remanded 
_ back, ibid. His Reach in that Attempt, 
112, Regants at laft in due Form, and is 
difcharged, ibid. Difplaced from being 
rd Prefident of the Council, 83. Ex- 
tract out of his Speech, 86. Relation of 
the Troubles confequent upon it, ibid. His 
Speech a Signal to the Scotch Rebellion, 
87. His Dexterity in managing Libels, 88. 
Denies a Speech, cenfured by the Houle of 
Lords, to be his, ibid. Obliged to Ignora- 
mus, 89. Saves his Life by Means of Ig- 
noramus, 95. Chief Conductor of Oates’s 
Plot, idid. His Anfwer to a Lord about 
the Plot, ibid. ‘That he was the Chief in 
Oates’s Plot, proved, 96. His Advice to 
one Smith, ibid. Advice to Atkins, ibid. 
- His Character of Elkanah Settle’s Libel, id. 
“Extract out of his Indictment, 111. His 
Lift of Men worthy, end worthy Men, 
112. Sues the Solicitor, Mr. Grabam, but 
proceeds not, and why, 116. Barbarity of 
that Attempt, 117 Something intended 
befides Grabam, by fuing him, ibid. Flies, 
when and how, ibid. Attempt towards his 
Character, 118. His Schemes after the Re- 
ftauration, ibid. Character of him with 
Refpect to the King and his own Safety, 119. 
Why engaged in the Rye Confpiracy, if at 
all, bid. Character of him with Refpect 
to the P. of O. and the Durch, ibid. Why 
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\ he, in Concert with P. Riper?, ‘endeavoured ' 

\ to ruin the Fleet in the firft Dutch War, 
120. Juftnefs of his Conduct, idid. His 
Flight feagonable, and why, r2%.- Errors he- 
was guilty of, 123.4 Introduced to-the King 
by my Lord Fevtrfbam, with a; Letter of 
Expedierits for fettling the Nation, iid. 
Coaxes Mr. S. Atkins, 244. Catechi‘es 
him about his Religion, 245. Sufpects Sea~ 
men of Popery, and why, iid. Talks to 
Mr. S. Atkins again, ibid. His Politics at 
the Time of the Rye Plot, 395, 

SHEPHEARD, Mr, ‘his Behaviour before the 
Council, 383. Would have his Name 
concealed, but not fuffered by the King, id. 

Suerrirrs, of their Office, and the City 
Companies, 91. Their Barbarity with Re- 
gard to my Lord Stafford, 219. Defign of 
them and thofe other two that examined, or 
rather fuborned, Fitzbarris, 284. Under- 
take co quell the Pope-Burning Turmults in 
1683, §79. Ride about the City all Night, 
§8q.. Refufe to return the Pannel as re- 
formed by the Juftices at Hicks’s-Hall, 583. 
Difobey the Lord Mayor’s Adjournment, 
and their Blunder in fo doing, 608. Se- 
-verely profecuted for it, and why, 609. 
RefleGtion upon what they relied on, ibid. 
declare by themfelves Papillion and Dubois 
duly chofen, 610. Difficulties emerging 
upon that, sbid. 

Sups, the building thirty great ones, a Charge 
of ‘100,000/. more than the Tax amounted 
to which was given for it, 467. 

SHort, Dr. Story of him net to be regarded, 
648. 

SmiTB, aro, taken up, and why, 75. Who, 
he was, 588. His Speech at College’s Trial, 
and the Confequences, 589. 

Smrru, Schoolmafter, writes Intrigues of the 
Popith Plot, 96. Brought into Tyouble by - 
Oates, ibid. Applies to Shaft/bury, iid. Who 
he was, 237. How he came to b¢ acquain- 
ted with Oates, ibid. The ill Coafequences 
to him of his Acquaintance with Oates. ib. 
Taken up and frighted, ibid. Difcharged, but 
his Licence taken from him, 239. Re- 
fufes to accufe Medbwrx, ibid. Had before 
the Secret Committee, and there figned a 
Paper to a Time of Oates’s being in London, 
ibid. Forced by Oatcszo {wear to it, and why, 
ibid. His Book worth Credit and why, 240r 

SMITH, Oares’s Counfel, 195. 

Soams, Sir William, High Sherriff, his Charac- 
ter, 516. Why be was fo perfecuted, ibid. 
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Lawyers, few of them Loyal foon after the 

Reftauration, and why, 513. 
sLBAGYE, “French, wha it was 479. OF that 
called the triplg League, 483. 

Le Cherc, dis Inventione about the firft 
Spegch made by my Lord Shaftsbury, igno- 
wane and fase, 36. 

LEGIsLATURE, not incident fo a fupreme 
Power, 335. 

LeicHTon, Sir Ellis, Secretary to the Englifh 
Embaffador at Paris, his Charaéter, 488. 
Luvinz, Sit Crefwell, fucceeds Sir William 
Jones, 307. Ordered to draw up a Pro- 
clamation, 546. Defires the Lord Chief 
Juftice North’s Affiftance, ibid. Not called 
to anfwer for what he did in his proper Of- 
fice, but to name his Affiftant, 551. Or- 
dered to ateend at the Houfe, and the Ma- 
nagement of him there, ibid. Short Cha- 

racter of him, 554. 

Lewis, Dons, who, 312. 
Council, 384. 

Liev, Fitzbarris’s defigned for the Parlia- 
ment at Oxford, 278. Title and Contents of 
it, ibid, Account of the following Separa~ 
tion of Libel from true Hiftory, 658. Se~ 
paration of Libel from true Hiftory, in dif- 
ferent Columns, 660. 

Lrpe.cers, Detachment of them come down 
to Oxford, 101. Some Quotations out of 
the Lampoons they put out, ibid. 

Lire and Liberty not {0 fafe in Holland asin 

. England, 35. 

Livery, Companies, the Conftitution of them, 
diftinguifhed by Gowns, 92. 

Luoyp, Sir Philip, fent with the Serjeant at 
Arms to fiefe the Papers ofthe Earl of Effex, 

82. 

i. and Caftares, who, 365. 

Lorps, Popifh, wrought upon to oppofe the 

» Earl of Danby’s Telt by a Stratagem of Shaft/- 
bury, 63. 

Lorps, three, difcharged ove of the Zower 
upon Petition and Recanration, 7r. 

Lorpbs, five, fent to the Tower for the Popith 
Plot, why by the Chief Juftice’s Warrant, 
216. One or more of them of Neceffity 
to be brought to Trial, and why, 217. Their 
Error and Folly if concerned with Reading, 


Rejected by the 


242. ‘ 

Poite: Houfe of, quit the Impeachment of 

, Fitzharris, 285. Take away the Exche- 
quer the Comigons had fet up-againft the 
King, their Conferences about it, sor, 


Loratuists, juftified in King Charles IL’ 
Time, 30. Almoft Defpair fipon the King’s 
reforming his Council, 76. But foon find 
‘all well, 77. Did nor ar firft fee theye were 
ftruck at by Oates’s Plot, 190. Firlt ob- 
noxious to be trapanned by Way of Sham- 
Plot, 236. ; 


M. 


Manners, of the Age in Charles II.’s Time, 
Reflection upon them, 259. 

MansEL, Colonel, to be put in Newgate, 
why, 257. - Writes on Captain, Dangerfield’s 
Side, 260. Ufe of his Writin .s, ibid. 

MarveL, Andrew, Remarks upon-his Li. 
bel, 142. Account of him and his infa- 
mous Prattices, ibid. 

Massey, Hiftory of him and his Trick upon 
the Braintree Men, 384. 

Maxims, Ufe of old ones, 352. 

May, Hugh, his three M’*. 102. 

Mayor, Mr. Cafe of his Will (et right, 557. 

Mayor, and Aldermen of London fent for to 
Council, 576. Charge to them, ibid. Their 
Anfwer, itid. Sent for to Court about the 
Defigns of the Faction, 579. Their Be- 
haviour there, ibid. Defcription of his 
drinking to a Sherriff, 598. Rationale and 
Original of it, 599. Firft propofed to the 
Court by the City, 6e0. Relation he ftands 
in with Regard to the reft of the Corpora- * 
tion, 605. 

MEDBURN, who, 238, accufed by Oates of 
High Treafon, and died in Newgate, ibid. 
MEMoRIAL, of Prince Repert’s Congu& at 
Sea, 51. OF a Mifcarriage ana’ Lofs of a 
Victory, 120. Of Mocedo’s Prot, 126. OF 
the P. of O. advifing the King to yield to 
the Exclufion, 153. Reflections on it, if. 
Of Sir Edmund-Bury Godfrey, 174. Of the 
fubtile coming forth of the Plot, 177. Of 
Dangerfield, 265. Of Mrs. Fitzbarris and 
Whiteacre, 296. Of the Difcovery of the 
Rye Plot, 378. Of the Loyalty ,of the 
People upon the Reftauration, 426. How 
the Regiment of Guards came to be con- 
tinued, 447. Relating to the Cabal, 454. 
Of the P. of 0.’s Vifit to the King, and 

» the Defign of it, 473. Obfervations upon 
it, 474. OF the fecond Dutch War and 
the Peace after it, 484. 

Mercuants, they not for open War with 
France in King Charles IL’s Time, 490. 

4U2 Meruop, 


INDEX. 


Meruop, why the Author chofe the prefent, 
Pref. xiv. 7 ‘ 

MivpMay, Colonel, an old Remper, and In- 
treducer of Macede’s Plat, 126. 

Miuitia Law of, that only declaratory of the 
King’s Right by Common Law, 428. 

Mos, brought down to fright the Members, 
66. Rife of that Word, 574. 

“Mocepo, Account of his Plot, 126. Over- 
fights in it, 127, 

Monarcutes, of the great Afiatic ones, 341. 

Money, of the Affair of Money that Danby 
was concerned in, 528. Wonder of the 
foreign Minifters about the Money Treaty, 


530. 

Monmoutu, Duke of, made General againft 
the Rebels in Scotland, 80. Confequences 
of his being entrufted with a Latitude of 
Power, 81. Endeavours to fet him up 
with fome Royal Countenance, roo. 

Moor, Sir Fobn, his Character, 596. Chofe 
Mayor how, and the Confequences, ibid. 
Perfuaded to put in practice the Cut 
tom of drinking to a Sherriff, 600. His 
Behaviour pending the Arguments about his 
Power to adjourn, 606. Appears at the 
Privy Council, and their Opinion about it, 
610, Examined before the Committees of 
Lords and Commons at the Revolution, 619. 
His Behaviour there, ibid. 

Movunrracu, Embaffador to Paris, deep in 

~* the Meafures of the Fa@tion, 528. He firft 
made the Propofition about Money to be 
Bot from. France, ibid. Sends 2 Letter to 
the King abour Money from the French 
King, 531. Remarks upon that Letter, 
ibid. of its being a Trick to ruin 
Danby, 542. Comes foom Frente uncalled 
for, at leaft a Month before his Time, 533. 
“How he came to lay Danby’s Letters before 
the Houfe, ibid. Had no Thanks, nor any 
Mark of Honour, from the Houfe, for his 
Pains, ibid. His coming over fo foon a 
Demonftration that it was concerted be- 
tween the Party and him, ibid. 


N. 


Narrative, Extracteeut of Oates’s, 157. 

~ Defign and political Ufe of his and other 
Narratives, 169. Caufe of the hafty fwear- 
ing to Oates’s, 172. ° 

Necessrry, of the brisfing the King into it 
458. 2 : 


Newoarte, Cruelties praGtifed by the FaGtion 
there, 261, 4 aes 

Nomination, and Heétion, Differenze 3c2- 
tween them, 605. = oe 

Non-Resisrance, with For®, is the Law, 
329. The whole Queftion refolved -into 
pofitive Law, 331. That itis a Prindiple 
of Freedom, 338. Fallacy of fome Ob- 
jections, 339. ~ 

Norrotk, Duke of, goes to Court with 
News about Godfrey, 202. 

Norra, Sir Francis, left to do all the Cir. 
cuit Bufinels alone at Briffol, 252. Lays his 
Proceedings with Bedloe before the Houfe 
of Commons, ibid. Manner of his dealing 
with Bedloe when Chief Juttice, 253. Who, 
gx1. Great Favourite of Mr. Attorney 
Palmer’s, ibid. Frequently deputed by the 
Attorney to make Aniwers for him in Weft. 
minfter-Hall, ibid. Made one of the King’s 
Counfel extraordinary, and the Occafion, 
512. Great Oppofition in the Chara@ers 
of Mr. North and Mr. Jones. ibid. Mr. 
North modeft to a Weaknefs, ibid. His 
Skill in the Law inferior to none, ibid. Ne-~ 
ver guilty of any Error to his Difadvantage, 
ibid. General Scholar and Virtuofo, 513. 
His ordinary Converfation and Way of 
Speaking, ibid. His Inclinations always to 
Loyalty, ibid. Never Tetrograde, ibid. Al- 
lowed to be a good Judge even by his Ene~ 
mies, ibid. His Affability and Patience, 
ibid. Never committed any Error but one, 
and that was taking the Great Seal, 514. 
Both eminent for Probity in indifferent ’ 
Matters, ibid. Difference between the Way 
of Living of Mr. North and Mr. Fones, ib. 
They always kept a fair Correfpondence, 
ibid. Obfervation of fome People, concern- 
ing Sir William Fones’s vifiting the Lord 
Chief Juftice North, ibid. Made Solicitor 
General, 515. Made Attorney General, 
ibid. Made Chief Juttice of the Common 
Pleas, ibid. Moves the Court of King’s 
Bench, while Attorney General, to arreft 
the Judgment againft Soams, §20. Re- 
Moves the Caufe by Writ of Error into the 
Exchequer Chamber, 521. Surprifed with 
a new Scene from the Balcony in Serjeant’s 
Inn Hall, 522. Reverfes the Judgment a. 
gaink Soams, ibid. Why he fpoke fo long 
upon it though it was fe late, ibid. Mott 
of the Gentlemen of the Law coincided in 
Opinion with the Chief Juftice, 523. ~ His 
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Charge in the Houfe of Commons upon 
this Affair, 524. His Reverfal confirmed 
day athe, Hotife of Lords; 527. Seconds a 
Motion-of .¥effriege in Council with fome 
Alterafor's, 54g. Draws upahe Proclama- 
tion’ againit tumultuous Petitions ar the 
King’s Defirep 546. His Apprehenfions 
when he drew it, itid. Singulat® Piece of 
Morali§zin him, 554. Subject of a Letter 
delivered to him whilft alighting out of his 
Coach at Oxford, 588, His Reflections upon 
it, bid. Extraordinary Action of his at the 
Privy Council, 611. His Speech to the 
Lord Mayor and. Aldermen of London at 
Windfor, 633 

Nor'vH, Sir Dudley, his Scheme for quelling 
the Tumults 17 November 83, 579. Pitched 
upon to be Sherriff, 6o1. Perfuaded by 
the Lord Keeper to hold, ibid. His Qua- 
lifications, #bid. His Character and Cir- 
cumitances, 602. His Refentment of the 
Endeavours of the Faétion to fright him 
from holding, 603. Efcapes a Sham Plot, 
ibid. Examined before the Committees 
of Lords and Commons at the Revalution, 
620, 621. 


O. 


Oarres, and Bed/oe, heard upon Articles againft 
Scroggs, at the Privy Council, 80. His 
Plot wrought an Effect diametrically oppo- 
fite to what was defigned by the Contri- 
vers, 125. Fallacy in Converfation about 
it, 129. Great Ufe made of it, 130. Dif- 
ficulties attending the putting the King into 
it, 154. His Compendium of his Plot, 
158. Advice of learned Counfel to be 
feen in the Contrivance of his Plot, 159. 
Not at the Bottom of the Plot, 171. His 
Blunders before the Council abour Don Fuan 
and the Fefuits College at Paris, 175. He 
never would fay he had told all, and why, 
176. Ingreat Puzzle to anfwer Objections 
at Coleman’s Trial,179. Incredibility of his 
Teftimony, 181. His Reflection upon 
Queen Catherine, 182. Hard put to it at 
Wakemar’s Trial, 183. His Reflection on 
the Council, 484. Wonderful Property of 
his Proofs, 185. Accufes the Queen of 
High Treafon before the Commons, 186. 
His Patrons murdered Godfrey, 199. State 
ot hjm inhis Exaltation, 205. His Cha- 


facter, 221. His Parentele, gc. ibid. His 
Vices, Converfion to Popery, &nd Prepara~ 
tion for hi8 Plor, 222. His Pra&jices on 
Smith, ibid. Delperate Republican, 2#3. 
His unaccountable Pride, ibid. *His Com- 
pany and leud Converfation, ibid. Mura- 
bility of bis Fortunes, 224. His Practices 
while he had his Liberty, 225. His Mien 
and Features, ibid. His Refolurion to make 
his Schoolmafter Smith an Evidence, 238 
Accufes Medburn of High Treaton, ibid. 
Inducements for his fingling out Medburn, 
ibid. The Way he attacked Smith, ibid. 
Tempts Smith-to accufe Medburn, 239. His 
Speech to the Lord Chief Juftice North, 
254. His Evidence at Fitzbarris’s Trial, 
289. His Servants offer to accufe him of 
Sodomy, 311. Indicted by Lene for So- 
domy, ibid. Indiéts Lane, Knox, and Of- 
born, ibid. His Behaviour at College’s Trial, 


F59Q. 

Oxepiknce, Paffive, and Non-Refiftance in 
what Synonymous, 331. 

Orzeance, Father, a Miftake of his, 43. 


P. 


Pacquer, Weekly, Cafe of it, 564. 

Pater, Sir Zeffrey, firft Attorney General 
after.the Reftauration, 510, His Charatter,. 
ibid. His Generofity and Charity towards: 
the Cavaliers, gx1. What Company he 
kept, ibid. His Affability to young Men, 
ibid, Caufes Mr. Francis North to argue 
for the King againft the five Lords, before 
the Houfe of Lords, 512. - ‘ 

PAMPHLET, Extra@ out of a factious one, 67. 
OF Monmouth to be declared Succeffor, 123. 
Growth of Popery, Intent of it, 144. Cha- 
rater of that wrote by the Earl of Danby, 
and by Mr. Kirkby, 170. Extract our of 
Kirkby’s, 171. Extract out of the Earl of 
Danby’s, 172. bd 

Papers, of thofe found in the King’s Strong 
Box, 650. That they are no Proof of his 
being a Papift, 653. 

Papists, join in the Cry for diffolving the 
Long Parliament, 70. Miftake their reli- 
gious Intereft at hérfe and abroad, 133. 
They and the Fanatics join to create Trou- 
bles to the Government, and why, 134. 
Change their Counfels, and why, ibid. Er- 
rors committed by them, 135. Had no In- 
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fluence in Parliament about the Time of 
Oates’s Prot, 154. Their Errors with Re- 
gard to Englifh Politics, 237: Their Fail- 


ngs attributed to their Priefts, ibid. Divi-. 


fions they aimed at, 349. Not protected 
-by the Court, 366. Merited more at the 
Reftauration than the Prefbyterians, 437. 
PARLIAMENT, the Point, as to the Diffolu- 
tion, ftated on the factious Side, 65. The 
fame anfwered, 66. Both Houfes refent 
the Attempt of diffolving them, but diffe- 
rently, 68. None grieved at the Removal 
of it to Oxford, but the Party, and Traders, 
97- Attempts to get it removed to We/- 
minfler, 98. Diffolution of that ar Ox- 
ford, and the Confequences as to the Party, 
toz. None offended at the Diffolution 
but the Party, ibid. Manner of the Diffo- 
lution, 104. Reafons for being {o private, 
105. What Share they have in the execu- 
tive Power, 334. They have no Share in 
the Supreme Power, but only legiffatively, 
ibid. Confequences of the Recognition 
they made at the Reftauration, 428. True 
Reafon of their Addrefs to the King for a 
Proclamation againft Priefts and Jefuits, 
441. Begin to crofsthe Court, 449. Rea- 
fons for the Long Parliament's changing 
from better to worfe, 458. Never gave 
the King any Advice about Hufbandry, and 
why, 569. Reafons why it could not be 
much longer-lived, 502, Reafons for the 
King’s diffolving it, 503. Reafons for ex- 
pecting a better, 504. Little We/minfler 
Parliament lefs with the Court than the for- 
mer, 506. The fame diffolved, and why, 
ibid. Why fome Members of it flew fo 
high againft the Crown, 538. Of the lat 
Weftnginfier i . _Refolutions 
of tHe latt Weflminfter ‘paiteene concern- 
ing Abhorrers, 549. Debates in it after 
Sir Crefwell Levinz had named the Lord 
Chief Juftice North to be his Affiftant, 552. 
The Exceffes of it, 569. Whether to be 
diffolved or not, of great Importance, 570. 
PartiaLity, diftinguifhed between Facts 
and Morals, Pref: iv. Partialiry and Impartia- 
lity what, Pref. xiii. 
Parrizs, of them, Pref.3. Honeft Men of 
all Parties write good Hiftory, Pref. 9. » 
> Parry, Country, Growth of it in the Houfe 
of Commons, 455. Why. that for actual 
War with France feemed more numerous, 


491. ° 


Peace, Reafons why the English Embaflador: 
would not agree to thePexce concluded on 
by the Allies, 536. wae es 

Peiuam, his Speech ix. the Goarmittee ap. 
pointed to enquire into the Charge againgt 
the Lord Chief Juftice North, 525. 

Fenny Private, the Confequences of them, 
456. 

Prope, the Rage of them upon-the Sight of 
Godfrey’s Body, 202. Solution of their be- 
ing fo prejudiced abour€ —’s Plot, 207. 
Their Humor and Prejudices concern 
much the Welfare of a Nation, 340. Molt 
valuable Part of them eafy and fatisfied with 
the King’s Mediation, 490. Their extreme 
Grief and Concern ~ the Time of the 
King’s laft Sicknefs, 6». 

PerTitrons, for fitting of the Parliament, in, 
a fcandalous Manner, and the Reafons of 
them, 541. Manner of prefenting them, 
542. Reafons for bearing patiently with 
the petitioning Trade, 543.- Defign of it 
broke to Pieces and how, sbid. The Ge- 
nerality far from approving it, 544. 

Pxocion, Story of him, 477. 

Pinxincron, Sherriff, his Motion @t_the 
Lord _Shaftsbury’s Trial, and Rebuke’ from 

, the Court, x11. 

Prutory, great Ufe of it, 242. 3 

Pisroxes, French, why very rife at the Time 


_ Of the Noife about the French League, 
480, 
Prior, Oares’s, ridiculing it what, 169. To 


work by Diffention, 174. ‘The fubtile com- 
ing forth of it, 177. Confequences to it 
from Wakeman’s Acquitral, 185. Taken 
from the Priefts and Jefuits to fail upon the 
King, 188. Diftinétion. between the Fads 
and Contrivance of it, 194. Contrivance 
dark but not defperate. isid. Evidence of 
the Contrivance, 195. Propped up a Ye- 
cond Time by Godfrey’s Murder, and why, 
196. Architects of it Authors of Godfrey's 
Murder, 197. Some great Event neceflary 
for the Plot, iid. Aim of the Bottom of 
it, 203. Extreme Rigors of it, 205. What 
was the real Popifh Plot at that Time and 
always, 209..- Properties of it, 210. In- 
ftance againft the Glearnefs of the Evi- 
dence in it, 213. Dropped how, 220. 
Turning the Plot upon the Proteftants , 
Original of it, 235. Great Art and Con- 
trivance in the Sham Part of this Plot, ibid. 
Application of this Shara Part, by Way of 

Trapan, 
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Trapan, ibid. Many pretended to believe 
« it, but-none et to belieye it, 348. 
" Pryoty Skam, Whence, 291. What is pro- 
perly 2 Gb9h-Plotge32. How Shams be- 
gan, ent adieiaes of trapanning Peo- 
ple’ bygWay of Sham-Plot, 236. Sham- 
Plots, and the main Plot of Oateg rofe and 
funk -contrarily, -ibid. The common De- 
fign of hem, 272. Confirmed by a Say- 
ing of Oates, ibid. How much that Trade 
harps upon,tigarfays, 291. Abundance of 
fmall ones idrgot, 310. Of Don Lewis, 
Anderfon, alias Manfon, and Piexfon, 312. 
OF Sheldon and Giorno, ibid. Of Lewis and 
Mansfield, 313. Defign of fo many Shams, 


14. 

Prot, of Fitzharris, moft defperate, and 
why, 236. Myftery of it wherein, 291. 
Original Defign of it, ibid. Series of the 
whole Plot, 292. Reafons for being far- 
ther inquifitive into it, 298. Lines of the 
whole Defign traced, 299. Accefs to the 
King wanted, why, 300. Evidence fecured, 
how, ibid. What it would have been if it 
had fucceeded, ibid. The Manner of its 
falling to Pieces, ibid. Conjecture of the 
Breit of a contrary Succefs, 301. How 
the old Plot might have been renewed, ibid. 
Arguments to prove the Credibility of the 
Conjecture, ibid. Reafons for fubtilifing fo 
much, 302. 

Prior, Meal Tub, of it, 262. 

Pror, no Proteftant one, Art in that Fallacy, 


317. ; sabticitnas 

Pror, the Rye, Explihation of a Turn of Af 
fairs juft before it, 355. Of the Reality of 
it, 388. InfurreGioners could have no 
Views without it, 390. Their Attempt ir- 
rational without it, 391. That there were 
two Orders of Men concerned in that Con- 
fpiracy, 392. Their feveral Parts in it, ibid. 
Higher Order not privy to the Affaffination, 
ibid. The Subtilty of the Managers, 393. 
Compofition of the Confpiracy, ibid. The 
Parts of the Vulges of the Faction, 394. 
The moft timidous would have fallen all 
in upon Succefs, i#id. Difficulties about the 
Defign of the principal Confpirators, ex- 
plained by later Events, 395. Tokens of 
imminent Danger to the King from the meer 
Infurre@tion, ibid. 

Pio, French, of the particular Articles of it, 


483. 
Prors, Methods in U¥¢ in’the Plotting-Trade- 


of pretending Perfons not to be fafe: from 
Popith Affafiination, 128. Of Plots in Ge- 
neral, ibid. Popith and Fanatic altke for 
Change, but for different Ends, ibjd. Comn- 
parifon between Oster and his Plot, and 
Keiling and the Rye, 421. e 

Porz-BuRNING, Introduction to the Hittory 
of it, 570. The Thoughts of Foreigners 
upon it, §71.~ Defcription of that in 1680, 
§74- Scandalous, and why, ibid. Great 
Apparatus againft the Year 1681, 575. End 
and Intention of all this, ibid. “Paflage be- 
tween two great Men at Court upon this 
Occafion, 577. Defcription of that in 1682, 
ibid. Why a particular Account is given of 
thefe Routs, 578. 


. Power, fupreme, neceffarily irrefiftible, 333 


In whom it refts in England, ibid. Le. 
giflative and Executive, the Differetice, 334~ 
Abufe of it no Forfeiture, 337. 

Power, Executive, its inferior Officers not to 
be réfifted, 333. 

Powers, all are fubject to Duty either de- 
clared or natural, 336. 

Powss, Lady, employs Dangerfield, 265, ; 

PrecepeNts, in bad Times, not commen-- 
dable, 332. 

PRESBYTERIANS, Trick of theirs about the: 
Indulgence 1662, 427. Their Merit in 
the Reftauration, and why they wifhed for 
the King’s Return, 436. Their Pretences 
as to Reformation deceitful, 437. Their 
Loyalty, what, ibid. Theis real Motives 
for feparating, 433. 

P. of O. Story of him, reo. Advifes the: 
King to yield to the Exclufion, 153. 

Princes, Minor of the Blood, fubje& to-be 
deluded by Politicones, 52. 

Parincgs, their Ufages wich regard’ to reign: « 
Coutts, 481, 

PRISONERS, for Oates’s Plot, Difficultie: 
them, 206, H 

PrircHarD, Sir William, arrefted wiijitt he: 
was Lord Mayor, his Behaviour under: ir, 
617. 7 

PRocLAMATION, againft Coffee-Houfes re. 
called, and the Confequences, 141. Againtt: 
tumultuous Petitions, 546. Obfervations: 
upon it, $47. ee 

Project, of Forty One, appears, 44. Proof 
of that Affertion, ibid. 

Protestant, Abufe of that Word, 585. 

Proresting, with. Reafons, Hiftory of. it,, 
145, 


pon. 


Potrir, 
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PuLPIT, Spectacle in it at Godfrey's Funeral, 
205. * 2 os 


R. i 


Razste, Ufe made of it by Faction, 50. 

Ratnsrorp, Chief Juftice, his Reafons for 
remanding back the Earl of Shaftsbury, 71. 

Reapinc, Nathanael, his Sham-Plot, 240. 
His Forwardnels, ibid: Tried and Convict 
of tampering with Bedloe, and piloried, 
242, Effect of his Sham-Plot as to the 
Main-Plot, 243. : 

Resets, in Scotland, expected a Treaty in- 
ftead of a Charge, 82. Proof of it from 


an Hiftory of that Battle wrote by one pre-. 


fent, ibid. 
RecuLations, of Corporations, whence, 


627. 
ReEpusLics, of thofe of Venice and Holland, 


341. 

Revenve, the King’s, diverfe Diminutions 
of it, 469. 

Rrgzons, wore in Hats by the Oxford Par- 
liament, 101. ~ 

Ricor, unmerciful, Confequences of it, 


§20. ‘ 
RocuesTer, Bifhop of, Defence of his Book, 


17. 

Rows, of the Juftices, laid before the Coun- 
cil, 77. 

Rouse, his Sham-Plot, 311. Short Account 
of him, 585. How far concerned in Trea- 
fon, ibid. Grand Jury not allowed to take 
the Evidence againft him privately, and 
why, $865 5 1. . : 

Runszy, Colonel, renders without Terms, 

8 Accufes the Duke of Monmouth, 
ie Grey, Lord Ruffel, ibid. Very back- 
ward in teftifying, 381. 

Rupert, Prince, his ftrange Behaviour, 51. 
His Conduct at Sea, ibid. Reafons for his 
being attached to the Earl of Sheftsbury, 52. 

* Nickname given him, ibid. Sharer with 
the Earl of Shaftsbwry, and Sir Thomas 
Chichley in the Patent for nealed Cannon, 
ibid. 

Russe, Lord, hjs, Speech in Council upon 
Confideration had, of the Field conventi- 
cling Rebellion, 79. His Behaviour before 
the Council, 381, His Reflection upon 
the Earl of Effex’s killing himfelf in the 
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livered to the Sherriff at the Scaffold, 413. 
Russer, Lady, her Opiniom of the Earl of*. 
Effex, 386. x 
Ruvieny, the youngétywhy (eyroxer hither, 
532. 


S.- 


Satispury, Lord, fent to the Tower, 67. 

Sawyer, Sir Robert, Attorney General, mo- 
veth that the Grand Jury upon Shaftsbury’s 
Trial may hear che Evidence in open Court, 
x10. He obtains his Motion malgree what 
the Faction could fay to the contrary, ibid. 

Sayine, of a wife Man concerning the Par- 
liament, 68. Concerning Officers and Places 
of Truft applied to the Party, 102. Of 
Matchiavel concerning Cefar Borgia, ibid. 
Of Charles Ul. upon Oates’s atcufing the 
Queen of High Treafon, 186. OF the 
Buffoon Killigrew, 189. Of Oates about 

Godfrey, 222. Of the Chief Juftice at 4¢- 
kins’s Trial, 250. Of the Attorney Gene- 
ral at .Atkins’s Trial, ibid. OF Sir Samuel 
Bernardifton about the Turks, 463.\, Of the 
King concerning Alliance with the German 
Princes, 477. Of the King about Sir George 
Feffries, 551. OF Sir George Treby, 561. 
Of the King concerning fending Regiments 
into the City, 576. 

ScoTLanD, kept in good Order by’ the Duke 
of Lauderdale, 79. Government there fends 
to the King for Affiftance againft the Re. . 
bels, and why, 80; 

Scrooes, Sir William, has Articles preferred 
againft him, in the Privy Conncil, but dif- 
miffed, 80. His Behaviour at the Trials 
for the Popifh Plot, 206. His Character, 
567. Raged much for the Plot, 568. His 
Convertion, ibid. i 

SEcTARIES, never profecuted on the 35 Eliz. 
369. Summary of their Management, 446 

SETTLE, Elkanah, writes a Lib:| perufed by 
the Earl of Sha*tsbury, 96. Recants, and 
why he wrote it, ibid. 


Suarrspury, Earl of, his firft Speech, 33. 


His Converfion, 34. Why he proveced . 
the Dutch, ibid. Dilplaced, 36. Compa- 
rifon of his Lordfhip and Lord Chford, 38. 
Means whereby he got hitrtcif to be made 
Lord Chancellor, 39. His Views when 
Chancellor, ibid. Leagued with the P: 
agi. Received fraiche into thor ini 
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Cotnfels, ibid. His remarkable Conftancy 
againft the Court, 42. Shiftsbury an im- 
proper Name for him, iid. Works on the 
Foot of chery, 43. Thofe that thought 
Him Re ‘upon abfoluce Government in or- 
der g"RS premect Minifter, miftaken, and 
why3¢42 Ges over to thé Country Party, 
and fhe Confequences, 45. His bold talk 
at*his Entrafice upon the Chencellorthip, 
46.° His Shifts of the difficult Jobs of Mar- 
tial Raw, gc. ibid. Efcapes. being im- 
peached how, 47. Makes his Remove a 
Foundation for Popularity, 49. Co-ope- 
yates with. the Papifts, 55. Why he iffued 
Writs in Vacation of Parliament, 56. Rides 
to the Term, 57.° Of his Juftice in gene- 
yal, 59. His little Regard to Decency, 
Morality, or Cenfure, 60. Warm in fup- 
porting the Faction, and fets up the Coun 
try Party in the Houfe of Commons, 61. 
Sent to the Tower with three other Lords, 
and why, 67. Continued after the others 
were difcharged, and why, 71. Brings his 
Habeas Corpus returnable at the Kézg’s 
Bench, and upon full Hearing remanded 
_ back, ibid. His Reach in that Attempt, 
112, Regants at laft in due Form, and is 
difcharged, ibid. Difplaced from being 
rd Prefident of the Council, 83. Ex- 
tract out of his Speech, 86. Relation of 
the Troubles confequent upon it, ibid. His 
Speech a Signal to the Scotch Rebellion, 
87. His Dexterity in managing Libels, 88. 
Denies a Speech, cenfured by the Houle of 
Lords, to be his, ibid. Obliged to Ignora- 
mus, 89. Saves his Life by Means of Ig- 
noramus, 95. Chief Conductor of Oates’s 
Plot, idid. His Anfwer to a Lord about 
the Plot, ibid. ‘That he was the Chief in 
Oates’s Plot, proved, 96. His Advice to 
one Smith, ibid. Advice to Atkins, ibid. 
- His Character of Elkanah Settle’s Libel, id. 
“Extract out of his Indictment, 111. His 
Lift of Men worthy, end worthy Men, 
112. Sues the Solicitor, Mr. Grabam, but 
proceeds not, and why, 116. Barbarity of 
that Attempt, 117 Something intended 
befides Grabam, by fuing him, ibid. Flies, 
when and how, ibid. Attempt towards his 
Character, 118. His Schemes after the Re- 
ftauration, ibid. Character of him with 
Refpect to the King and his own Safety, 119. 
Why engaged in the Rye Confpiracy, if at 
all, bid. Character of him with Refpect 
to the P. of O. and the Durch, ibid. Why 
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\ he, in Concert with P. Riper?, ‘endeavoured ' 

\ to ruin the Fleet in the firft Dutch War, 
120. Juftnefs of his Conduct, idid. His 
Flight feagonable, and why, r2%.- Errors he- 
was guilty of, 123.4 Introduced to-the King 
by my Lord Fevtrfbam, with a; Letter of 
Expedierits for fettling the Nation, iid. 
Coaxes Mr. S. Atkins, 244. Catechi‘es 
him about his Religion, 245. Sufpects Sea~ 
men of Popery, and why, iid. Talks to 
Mr. S. Atkins again, ibid. His Politics at 
the Time of the Rye Plot, 395, 

SHEPHEARD, Mr, ‘his Behaviour before the 
Council, 383. Would have his Name 
concealed, but not fuffered by the King, id. 

Suerrirrs, of their Office, and the City 
Companies, 91. Their Barbarity with Re- 
gard to my Lord Stafford, 219. Defign of 
them and thofe other two that examined, or 
rather fuborned, Fitzbarris, 284. Under- 
take co quell the Pope-Burning Turmults in 
1683, §79. Ride about the City all Night, 
§8q.. Refufe to return the Pannel as re- 
formed by the Juftices at Hicks’s-Hall, 583. 
Difobey the Lord Mayor’s Adjournment, 
and their Blunder in fo doing, 608. Se- 
-verely profecuted for it, and why, 609. 
RefleGtion upon what they relied on, ibid. 
declare by themfelves Papillion and Dubois 
duly chofen, 610. Difficulties emerging 
upon that, sbid. 

Sups, the building thirty great ones, a Charge 
of ‘100,000/. more than the Tax amounted 
to which was given for it, 467. 

SHort, Dr. Story of him net to be regarded, 
648. 

SmiTB, aro, taken up, and why, 75. Who, 
he was, 588. His Speech at College’s Trial, 
and the Confequences, 589. 

Smrru, Schoolmafter, writes Intrigues of the 
Popith Plot, 96. Brought into Tyouble by - 
Oates, ibid. Applies to Shaft/bury, iid. Who 
he was, 237. How he came to b¢ acquain- 
ted with Oates, ibid. The ill Coafequences 
to him of his Acquaintance with Oates. ib. 
Taken up and frighted, ibid. Difcharged, but 
his Licence taken from him, 239. Re- 
fufes to accufe Medbwrx, ibid. Had before 
the Secret Committee, and there figned a 
Paper to a Time of Oates’s being in London, 
ibid. Forced by Oatcszo {wear to it, and why, 
ibid. His Book worth Credit and why, 240r 

SMITH, Oares’s Counfel, 195. 

Soams, Sir William, High Sherriff, his Charac- 
ter, 516. Why be was fo perfecuted, ibid. 

4 xX y . oe Makes 


* Makes a Yonble Return at the Conteft be/ 
tween Lotd -Huntingtour and Sir Samuel Bert 
Confequence of that Return, 


‘Aypuld4pe tried by a\ Middlefex Jury, ibid. 

is Catrfeydetermined finally before the Lord 

« Chief North, in Serjeants-Inn-Hall, 521... 

SOUTHWELL, Sir Robert, -aflitts Oates in his 
Evidence, how, 181. 

Speaker, of the Houfe of Commons, Diffe- 
rence about him in the little Weffminfter Par- 
liament, 506. 

SraFEorD, Earl of, why fingled out to be 
tried, 218. His Behaviour after Sentence, 
ibid. Reafons why the Lords found him 
guilty, 219. Denies all at Execution, 220. 

STARKEY, and Hartfhorn, who, 384. Difco- 
vered Aaron Smith, ibid. Their Freaks in 
Buckinghamfbire, ibid. 

Sraruts, 25 Edward Il, Uf of it, 331. 
35 Eliz. to be repealed, and why, 369. 

SrrrLine, if any, by the Plotters themfelves, 


214. aCe: 
Srone, a Confpirator in the Rye Plot, his De- 

claration at the Scaffold, 412. . 
Srorizs, Ufe to be made of them in a li- 

bellous Way. of writing, 27. : 
SroweLy Mr. his Cafe, 561. . 
Srrove, Fellow Jailbird with Dangerfield, 


256. 
Ges bne, Serjeant, baffles Mr. Williams at a 
~ Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
525. Oppofes the Chairman again, sbid, 

Sryte, Reafons-for that the Author ufes, 
Pr. 4. . 

Suit, ‘oatent Soams and Beruardifton, a true 
Example of the Nature and Genius of the 
Faétion of that Time, 527. 

SUNDERLAND, Earl of, his reafoning at the 
Council, 77. FiGtion of his to entrap the 
Weftetn Judges, 363. Lays a Snare for the 

_ Weftérn Judges, 548. 

SycoPHANTRY, and Officioufnefs, Reflection 
upon it, 275. 

SrDNEY,.-Mr. Algernoow, Reafons for giving 
the true State of his Cafe, 407. His Indict- 
ment, 408. The overt Acts in his Cafe, 
ibid. Being of the Council of Six, ibid. 
Writing a Book, 409. Indecency he was 
guilty of after bis Trial, 411. Remarks 
upon his Papers given to the Sherriff at, the 
Scaffold, 413. «” 


Takine orr, ill Confequences oe te apsé. 
ae eee 


nardifton, $7 
518. Thethip upon him tha his Caufe- 
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Tax, given ‘t0-dithand the Army, go2” ~ 

TEMPLE, Sir William, aSlip of his, 471. ° 

Test, Farl of Daxby’s; 161. Oppolgd, arid 
the Reafons, -62. *How it Ay 
paffed, 63.  Ufefifines of State 

THEATRE, at Oxford, fircdyg fi es 
the Houfe of Commons, 104. E 

TicuBurn, Sir Henry, putginto the Tower 
with thedive Lords, 240. | : 

Tone, Dr. atthe Bottom of the Plet, r7r. 
Oares’s Pilot, 195. Knew the Plot was ft 
for the Parliament, though not for the 
Council, and why, ibid 

TONG, Sympfon, his'Sham-Plot, 271. His Be- 
haviour at Court, bid fupported when in 
Gaol by the Fa¢tion, and why, ssid, 

TorHaM, Take him Topbam, whence that 
Proverb, 562. 

‘Toriss, Clergy, valued thenvfelves upon that’ 
Name and why, 323. Why they preached 
chiefly again: Fanaticifm, 324. How they 
run down their Betters, 325. Their glo- 
rious Behaviour, 326. "Fheit Juftice: and 
Confcience, 327. . 

TRavE, Prohibition of it with France, and 
why, 468. ; 

TREACHERY, concerned in a’ Mifcarriage in. 
the firft Dutch War, 120. That and Ne- 
ceffity two great Engines againft the Crown, 







459. 

Treason, High, no Circumftanceé excuft it, 
330. Diftin@tion between Treafon and the 
overt Acts of it, 408. 

TRiALs, thofe. thet are put out by Authority 
the beft Checks of Hiftory, 110. “Objec- 
tions from the Trials and Verditts in Oates’s 
Piot, anfwered, 208. 

‘TRUNKMAKER, his Cafe, 530. 

TuRnzr, Sir Edward, made Solicitor Gene~ 
neral, 515. Chief Baron, ibid. 

TwispEN, Judge, falls from his Horfe in Shafts- 
bury’s Cavalcade, 57. Defires one-of the 
Judges to declare his Opinion when abfent 
that Shaftsbury fhould be remanded back, 
73- Proof that it was according to Law, ibid, 


Vv. 


Vacation, Account of that in 1678, 509. 
VaucHan, Chief Juftice, dies, 515. 


Ww. 





CABEMAN, Sir George, Charge and Teftimony 
sevainft him, 482. His Bargain: to. poifon . 
: j the 
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vv on, who, g62. His Treat- 
Mrs, Celier,, ibid.- Vilats Mrs?Celier 
© Gi Newgate,eibid. Some-Accourt of him, 
277. Depofitigns of two. Withelles con- 
cerning him at Fitzbarris's Trial, 299. er 
“employed. by the King, 29r: 

War, with France, who they were that were 
fo eager for it, 475. Good Reafons for it, 
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knew, not pen 

Wiccuras, Mr, William, uindestcae tou 
nage the Charge® againft the, Cord- ne 
«.Jultice Norzh,~in the'Houfe oF. Comins, 5 
in the Affiir of Soars, §24. Chairman of 
the Committee appointed to fit about it’ 
ibid. Be ffled by Serjeant Strode, $25. 

Witmore, Foreman of the Jury that. _rejegted” t 
the Bill againft College, his Cafe, i ae 
up-for kidnapping. ibid. 











if the Purle had been as willing asthe Sword, Wee. Sir Francis; His Reafon ri im-, ee | 
ibid. pe ing j Fiszharris, 284. His Speech for an i 
War, ingeneral, not to be made when there mpeachment of the Lord Chief Juftice, - 9p « 
was Diffidence between the King’ and his North 553: Secondéd by the Court Party,” ** 
Bas A Parliament, 476. Reflection “upon it. and ” and cairied through in Spite of the Leaders of aN 
B its Confequences, 4.91. the Faction, ibid. Confequence of this mif- eRe. 
== War, Durch, thort Account ofthe fecond, and” taken by every Body without Doors, ibid. os 
Ret «the Circumftances attending it, 485. - WrrHins, Sir Francis, “prefehts an Addrefs = 
WarranTo, Quo, Introduction to Le Hiftory of Abhorrence from the City of Weftminfter, ae eet | 
of them, 624. Whence the firft Quo War- 547. Firft that was queftioned in Parliament * * > 
ranto, ibid. ow the Abyfe of thentbegan to for abhorring,- 549. His Character, ibid. His, beta 
‘grow, 625. Account of two Claufes con- Behaviour in the Houfe, 550. Kicked out ro: = 
scerping this Affair rejected by the Parliament OF it Nem. Con. ibid. i =| 
after the Revolation, 628. Thatagainft Lox- Witnesses, Evil of paying them, 206. Not - 
don neceflary, ibid. "The Cafe here but fhort difcountenanced ‘in Oates’s Plot, 215. Fruits oe 
ahd hiftorical, and why, 629. Forfeitures of allowing Penfions.to them, 314. eas 
what in that "Cale, 630, Forfeiture or not Woros, it feems, and as if, the Frequency and west 
infifted on to the Court, 631. Clearnefs.of Virtue Of them in Kennet’s Hiftory, 25. > Pats 
B& zhe Arguments on’ the Crown Side, sid, Worx, Account of this Author's, Pr. 2. e 
Obnoxious to popular Mifconftruétions, and . Writ, Difference between one "de bomine re- d= 7 
why, ibid. plegiando, and a Habeas Corpus, $91. ’ i 
_ West, renders without'Terms, 380. Charges Writers, Difference between fomeof them, eee 
Whitlock, 383. 420. 
WEsTon, Mr. Baron, his Character, 566. His Waits, of Lord Shaftsbury i in Time of Vaca- 
Offences, ibid. How affetted with the News tion of Parliament, as Chancellor, 56. Voted ff 
of an Impeachment, 567. null, and the Manner, sid. : ame! 
Warton, Lord, fent to theTbaver, 67. > i °, 
WuicG, and Tory, "Hiftory of them, 320. a. * Bee 
o WHITEACRE, who, 294. His Concern in é ae / 
Fitzbarris’s Plot, ibid. Deeply engaged with York, Dukeof, his Succeffion propitious to the a 
* the Faction, 295. His Merit, 297. Pre- Aims of the Faction, 84. How nearly the Rage . 
ferment fince the Revolution, ibid. Whence againft him affected the King, glid. Refules = 
he had his Directions, ibid. Profer of Shams to have any Thing to do with Fitzbarris, rea 
‘ by him, 313. 275. Efcapes a Train laid for him, how, ~ 
Wuirtock, Taken up for the Rye Plot, but 298. Indictment prepared againft him, and . 
excuiéd, 383." wily, yh. =_ oer fe 
Waxxinson, Captain, his Narrativeclears and. QMEs ee | 
F honours the King, 119. A Trapan of the aaa ater Sq {eg 
Ps rs Earl of Shaftsbury's, and why, iid. Far- . ,ZEax, his Narrative Sy. ‘ . . | 
e d 





